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The Denton Road bridge
has been closed by
Wayne County for

1,089 days as of today.

Photo courtesy of Elena Manalp, VBT Communications Dept.
On Sept. 17, the Belleville Area Chamber of Commerce held its annual awards ceremony at Angel Food Catering. The award winners gathered for a photo. From left in front are 
chamber executive director Dinara Strikis; Large Business of the Year is Pinter’s Flowerland:  Diane Pinter, Debbie Pinter holding plaque;  Ted Kuckelman Community Service 
Award Jessica Jones of Social House Real Estate; Kathie Steigerwald, vice president of the Belleville Central Business Community; Small Business of the Year Award, Collete 
McClinton of Garden Fantasy on Main; Leona VanBuhler Chamber Member of the Year Award (tie), Amy Lucas of Steel & Stilettos Firearm Training; and master of ceremonies for 
the program Duane Davis. Back row from left are Bob  Pinter, Larry Pinter, and Simone  Pinter; Non-Profit of the Year Award, Jennifer Trotter of Guiding Harbor; Leona VanBuhler 
Chamber Member of the Year Award (tie), Margo DeLibera (accepting for Margo was her husband Victor); and Brian McClinton of Garden Fantasy on Main.

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Editor Emeritus

   Amy Pearce, president of the Van Buren 
Public Schools Board of Education, 
voiced her fear that the district may have 
to spend extra funds to borrow money to 
keep the school going because the state 
legislature “… can’t get their act together. 

VBPS board president frustrated over state legislature’s lack of budget action
It’s frustrating.”
   She referred to the state legislators being 
unable to pass a budget that would allow 
money to be released to school districts for 
their operations.
   Pearce voiced her concerns during 
Monday’s regular school board meeting 
after finance director Priya Nayak reported 

she was preparing for short-term borrowing 
in case the state’s inaction on the budget 
lasted beyond the Oct. 1 deadline.
   Nayak said there also is confusion 
between federal funds and state funds 
because federal depends on state funds for 
authorization. Also, the federal money due 
to the district in May is not here yet.

   School Superintendent Pete Kudlak said 
every district in the state is in a different 
place financially and some have already 
had to borrow to meet their September 
obligations.
   He said the Van Buren district has a 
healthy fund balance, but that only goes so 
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Amenities 
• 100% Smoke free campus 
• Individual heating & cooling 
• Emergency in-unit pull cords 

•      Subsidized rent 
•      On-site laundry 
•      Transportation available 

 

    www.csi.coop         (800) 593-3052            TDD (800) 348-7011 

575 Sumpter Rd, Belleville 
 

For more information call: 
734-699-8676 

M-W-F    9am-Noon 

Affordable Rental Communities for Seniors 

BELLEVILLE CO-OP 
For over 75 years as a mission-driven non-profit, we exist solely to provide  

the highest quality, affordable housing communities possible for seniors. 

White Pine
  DENTAL HEALTH

Your Smile Comes First!
Affordable, Kind, and Convenient.

Call Us Today: (734) 252-6002  187 Main Street, Downtown Belleville
www.WhitePineDentalHealth.com

Meet our Dentist: Dr. DeAngelo S.
Webster is an award-winning dentist, author,

and a University of Michigan graduate.

• Now Booking New Patients •
Open Evenings and Weekends

Family Friendly Dentist for Adults and Kids

SERVING BELLEVILLE & SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN!

Visit us @ www.barnettroofing.com

41700 MICHIGAN AVE. – CANTON

Roofing •• Siding •• Flat Roofs
FREE ESTIMATES!

Licensed & Insured

CALL (734) 397-8122

OVER 50 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

Now Thru Nov. 5, 2025Now Thru Nov. 5, 2025
receive our cerTaiNTeed roof 4-STarreceive our cerTaiNTeed roof 4-STar

exTeNded warraNTy for free! curreNT &exTeNded warraNTy for free! curreNT &
PaST MiliTary MeMberS will receive aPaST MiliTary MeMberS will receive a

$250 cabelaS GifT card!$250 cabelaS GifT card!

10200 Railroad Street, Willis, Michigan
(South end of Meridian St, off Willis Rd, Between Rawsonville and Bunton)

(734) 461-1111(734) 461-1111 willisfeed@att.net
We look forward 
to seeing you soon.

Bunton
Rd

Willis Rd

Meridian St

Rawsonville Rd

Railroad Tracks

•  Dog and Cat Food
•  Wild Bird and Squirrel Food
•  Certified Organic Products
•  Hay and Straw  •  Poultry Food
•  Horse and Livestock Feed

Hours:
Mon-Fri 9aM-6pM  •  sat 9aM-5pM

sun 10aM-4pM

Like Us OnLike Us On

Willis Feed MillWillis Feed Mill
Your Wildlife 

Headquarters for 2025!

Dr Robert Kennedy, O.D.
240 Main Street
Belleville, MI 48111
734.699.1010

Visit www.perspectiveeyecare.com to schedule online
Find us on Facebook and Instagram

Monday    9am-7pm
Tuesday    9am-6pm
Wednesday  9am-7pm
Thursday   9am-6pm
Friday     closed
Saturday   by appointment 
  Closed 1-2pm every day

Visit Perspective Eyecare for all your eyecare needs!

590 E. Huron River Drive – Belleville   734-391-7292590 E. Huron River Drive – Belleville   734-391-7292

PROTECTPROTECT THE NEW THE NEW  , , PRESERVEPRESERVE THE OLD! THE OLD!
- CARS, TRUCKS, SUVs & TRAILERS -- CARS, TRUCKS, SUVs & TRAILERS -

KP& T AUTO SERVICE NOW OFFERINGKP& T AUTO SERVICE NOW OFFERING

RUSTPROOFING
Protect your 
vehicle from 
harsh winter 

snow and 
road salt. 
Call for an 

appointment 
today!

BEST CHIMNEYBEST CHIMNEY
&& MASONRY CO. MASONRY CO.OUR 63OUR 63  rdrd

YEAR!YEAR!
OUR 63OUR 63  rdrd

YEAR!YEAR!

« CHIMNEYS BUILT, REPAIRED & CLEANED
« MASONRY WORK
« SCREENS INSTALLED
« TUCK POINTING
« GUTTERS
« RESIDENTIAL
« COMMERCIAL
« VIOLATIONS
    CORRECTED
« FLEXLINERS
« CERTIFICATIONS
    INSPECTIONS

Licensed & Insured
State Lic # 40800

Family Owned

Workers
Compensation
& General
Liability
to Protect
Homeowner

WE DO
PORCHES

(313) 292-7722
(734) 242-2992

Since
1962

FREE
Estimates
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School Board

(continued from page 1)
far.
   Nayak said steps have to happen to 
borrow and she will talk to the attorney 
about it. She said the district has a qualified 
status, so that is good.
   She said she will bring a contingency 
plan to the next board meeting.
   “And this is because the legislature can’t 
do their jobs,” Kudlak said.
   He said the students will continue to get 
their free lunches and breakfasts because 
the district qualifies federally by family 
eligibility, but parents have to fill out the 
eligibility forms each year or the district 
will lose that eligibility.
   Nayak said the district is sending out 
emails to parents urging them to fill out 
their eligibility forms by Oct. 1.
   “The numbers fall when they don’t fill 
out the forms and then we don’t qualify 
and have to start over,” Kudlak said.
   In other business at Monday’s 35-minute 
meeting, the board:
    • Approved the hiring of Molly Stevens as 
a Great Start Readiness Program teacher at 
the Early Childhood Center as of Sept. 25 
and Jill Marvaso as director of curriculum 
and instruction as of Oct. 1, replacing Jeff 
Moore, who resigned;
    • Approved the hiring of Juan Walker 
as a paraprofessional at McBride Middle 
School as of Sept. 9, Renatta Swasey as 
a paraprofessional at McBride as of Sept. 
15, and Phillip Dlugoss as custodian in the 
Building and Grounds Department as of 
Sept. 22;
    • Approved the Camp Field Trip and 
transportation for 180 students, most in the 
sixth grade at Owen Intermediate School, 
with counselors from 10th, 11th, and 12th 
grades, as well. The camp will be Nov. 4-7 
at YMCA Camp Copneconic in Fenton. 
Students will travel by school bus. Cost to 
each student is $250 with students paying 
and a fund raiser available;
    • Approved school board members Diane 
Loyer Gerick, Calvin Hawkins, and Wade 
Fields as delegates to the annual leadership 
conference of the Michigan Association 
of School Boards in October, with Vic 
DeLibera as alternate. They will represent 
the district and vote on state education 
issues;
    • Heard Julien Frazier, director of student 
services say that the kindergartens are 
getting additional support from bus drivers 
who are extra hands for the teachers in 
getting the students acclimated to school. 
He said the drivers park their buses after 
delivering the students and then get off the 
bus and go inside to help. He said this is 
the first year for this at the Early Childhood 
Center. Kudlak said the district did this 
last year and he told other superintendents 
about it and they thought it was a good idea 

and planned to do it in their districts;
    • Heard parent Billie Harsh say she has 
three children in the district and she sees 
there is $1 million for athletics in the 
budget. She said every kid on the football 
team has to fundraise $500 for equipment 
and uniform and she wondered where 
the $1 million was going. Kudlak said he 
would check into this and be in touch with 
her;
    • Heard Kudlak say a person from the 
Michigan Treasury came by that day to 
walk around the district to check out the 
projects proposed for the $77 million bond 
that is on the Nov. 4 ballot. He said this is 
the first time someone from Treasury came 
out in person to check on a bond. He said 
he has been going to PTOs to explain the 
bond and he said one of the questions was 
about the bar graph on information he is 
distributing. It shows Van Buren among the 
handful of school districts carrying millage 
below 6 (which includes Plymouth/Canton 
and Taylor, which both are lower than Van 
Buren). He said the bond is 2.98 mills, 
the sinking fund 1.75 mills and the total 
millage levied by Van Buren 4.73 mills. He 
said the proposal is not to raise that, but 
just for it not to go down;
    • Heard Gerick say about 250 people 
came to the recent alumni tailgate party 
and some went out to the football game 
with the band. She said they didn’t line 
them up by year because that would have 
been “too much like herding cats”. She 
said the tailgate went well and they will 
have that again; and
    • Heard Pearce say she and her pilot 
husband will serve on the Aviation 
Expansion Advisory Committee which 
will meet at Schoolcraft College under 
RESA leadership. She said a drone expert 
will be there, as well.

School board welcomes 
Jill Marvaso as new 
director of curriculum
   Human Resources Director John Leroy 
introduced Jill Marvaso at Monday’s 
meeting of the Van Buren Public Schools 
Board of Education. As 
of Oct. 1, she will be 
the district’s director 
of curriculum and 
instruction.
   Marvaso fills the 
vacancy left by Jeff 
Moore, who resigned. 
Leroy said dozens of 
people applied for the position and then it 
was whittled down to 42 and then to one.
   Leroy said Marvaso brings more than 20 
years of experience in education, beginning 
her career as an elementary teacher in 
Dearborn before serving as an instructional 
coach, assistant principal, and most 
recently, principal at Kinloch Elementary 

in the Crestwood School District.
   He said throughout her career, she has 
focused on improving student achievement, 
supporting teachers, and building strong 
school communities.
   She holds a bachelor’s and master’s degree 

Jill Marvaso

from Eastern Michigan University and a 
K-12 School Administrator Certificate.
   She attended Monday’s meeting with her 
husband and two of her three children. Her 
son had to attend a soccer game, she said.

Photo courtesy of Elena Manalp, VBT Communications Dept.
The cast members in last weekend’s final production of “The Odd Couple” at the 
Van Buren Township Community Center Black Box Theater were, from left, in front, 
Courtney Gillis, Geoff Kopp, Eric Schongalla, and Bethany Wallace. In back, from left, 
are Sara Long, Brian Trippel, Michael Knight, and Samuel Bingle. Director was Thomas 
Mattison, Jr.

By Paul W. Henning
   At the Sumpter Township Board of 
Trustees’ regular meeting on Sept. 9, 
Department of Public Services Director 
Ron Tabor explained that it’s going to cost 
around $50,000 to fix a recent sewer pipe 
clog.
   He said on Aug. 21, there was a clog in the 
pipe on Willis Road between Rawsonville 
and Lohr roads. When the crew started 
digging, workers found lots of sand and 
groundwater had fallen through to the pipe 
and had gotten into the two “dog houses” 
attached to the pipe.
   He explained a “dog house” is like a room 
that provides access to either a water meter 
or valves.
   Director Tabor said the incident eventually 
caused the ground to give way and collapse 
into a 25-foot hole.
   The seals going from the pipe to the “dog 
house” were eroded by hydrogen gas that 
seeped into the pipe. Tabor said he thinks 
hydrogen was being created because of how 
deep the hole is. If a drop -- a gas diffuser 
-- is put in it should alleviate the problem, 
he said.
   He said they had to go into eight different 
manholes to restore the integrity of the 

Willis Road sewer pipe 
repair could cost $50,000

system. He said to fix the problem that 
ten manholes have, it will cost $5,000 per 
manhole.
   In other business at the Sept. 9 meeting, 
the trustees:
   • Approved hiring Gabriel Massel as full-
time assistant to the clerk, which is also a 
floater position;
   • Discussed hiring a second ordinance 
officer so that there would be an officer 
available on the weekends. They decided 
not to add an officer at this time because 
first another car needs to be procured for the 
second officer to drive;
   • Approved the building report with no 
discussion;
   • Heard the fire department report that in 
the month of August there were 128 calls: 
nine were fires, 98 medical rescue service, 
three hazardous conditions, three service 
calls, one good intent, and one false alarm;
   • Approved the Michigan Association of 
Municipal Clerks ADA infrastructure grant; 
and
   • Approved sending Clerk Don Laporte 
and Deputy Clerk Samantha Herman to 
the Michigan Township Association’s 
Professional Development Training on Sept. 
29 and 30, at a cost not to exceed $1,500.
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Editorial:

Racetrack in Van 
Buren subdivision 
guarantees lots of 
noise 

By Paul W. Henning

    How would you like a racetrack in your 
subdivision? That is what the people living 
around Robson Road are dealing with.
   A resident who owns four acres of 
property on Robson Road has built a drift 
racetrack in that area. 
   Drift racing is a motor sport that was 
first developed in Japan and has become 
so popular it has reached the U.S. Drifting 
is a driving technique where the driver 
purposely oversteers, with loss of traction, 
while maintaining control and driving the 
car through the entirety of a corner or a 
turn. The technique causes the rear of the 
car to slip while taking a turn.
   And it makes noise. Screeching tires and 
revving engines type of noise that can be 
heard for blocks all around.
   Residents in the neighborhood say the 
noise can be heard in the afternoon and into 
the evening.
   Ron Akers, the Director of Municipal 
Services for Van Buren Township says 
the area where the track exists is zoned 
residential. The person who built the track 
was supposed to have gone through Van 
Buen township to get permission for the 
track. They did not.
  Van Buren is trying to arrange a meeting 
with the track owners to start a dialogue 
about the issue.

   We’ll be offering this column again until 
things get better organized as my retirement 
moves forward.

***
   When the electricity in this area went out 
for about an hour on Saturday, we were told 
the elevator at Columbia Court on West 
Columbia Avenue in Belleville stopped 
working. When the lights came back on, the 
elevator still didn’t work.
   On Monday we were told the elevator was 
still out, leaving residents fearful. Over the 
weekend, a woman resident who couldn’t 
make it up to her sixth-floor room called 911 
and an officer (not sure if it was police or 
fire department EMT) came to help her and 
ended up carrying her up the last flights in 
a chair.
   That elevator has had problems over the 
years and sometimes residents have had to be 
rescued from inside the elevator. Residents 
now reportedly are afraid to leave their 
rooms because they are afraid they won’t be 
able to climb the stairs back up to get to their 
living space.
   A relative of one of the residents called 
our office on Monday and asked us to put in 
writing a request for Columbia Court to get 
a new elevator. She pointed out Columbia 
Court gets government funding and should 
offer a safe facility to the fragile folks within.

***
   When the lights went out on Saturday, a 
watcher of the passing scene suggested 
maybe someone at the school district 
plugged in one of the new electric buses it 
got for “free”. Those extra-heavy electric 
buses won’t be suitable for muddy gravel 
roads in the rainy and snowy seasons, but 
could do the routes on the paved roads or to 
other communities for special classes.

   The residents of the Haggerty/Savage- 
road area are very skeptical about having 
a new bus garage at the former Haggerty 
school site, that is to be built if the millage 
question passes on Nov. 4. Electrical service 
in that area has been unreliable and goes 
out – mostly on beautiful, sunny days like 
Saturday.
   On Saturday, DTE said the lights went out 
over a wide area of the 48111 area due to 
“equipment failure,” whatever that means.

***
   We hear that Moe’s Farm, just south of 
the Sumpter Township fire hall on Sumpter 
Road, has 78 bee hives. The roadside shop 
full of fresh vegetables also offers jars of 
local honey for $15 apiece. We’re sure the 
pollinating bees are wonderful as the produce 
grows.
   We also have local honey from the hives on 
the roof of the Belleville Area District Library 
in downtown Belleville. On occasion, that 
honey also is on sale to the public. Other 
private beekeepers have local honey for sale. 
Aren’t we fortunate to live in this area?

***
   We noticed on the 5 o’clock TV news last 
Thursday, Sept. 18, that there was a clip of 
those over at Wayne County Community 
College in Van Buren Township who were 
already protesting for that night’s information 
meeting and official public hearing on 
proposed renewal of the operating license for 
Wayne Disposal toxic landfill in VBT.
   Those pictured on the newsclip were 
familiar faces since they also have been 

protesting at other recent meetings to oppose 
the landfill.

***
   On Monday, Belleville councilman Randy 
Priest said that our report of the Sept. 2 
meeting of the Belleville City Council was 
in error. He said we reported he said there 
was no safe way for walkers to get to Village 
Park. He said the official city minutes of 
the meeting also got it 
wrong. He didn’t say 
Village Park, he stated. 
He meant Victory Park 
when complaining about 
how there is no safe way 
to get there.
   I remember his 
statement at the meeting. 
He’s right. He didn’t state the name of the 
park when he said there was no safe way to 
get to the park and I assumed it was Village 
Park, since he had just been talking about the 
bad drainage in the area of the Davenport 
Plaza that leaves water holes across the 
street.
   My assumption was wrong. The city clerk 
also got it wrong when she wrote that it was 
Village Park. It is interesting that councilman 
Priest voted to approve those minutes of the 
Sept. 2 meeting that he now says are wrong.
   He said people have been asking him why 
he said it is so hard to get to Village Park 
safely. He’s been telling them that he meant 
it was hard to get to Victory Park safely. We 
apologize for the inaccurate report.

***
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O  P  I  N  I  O  N  S Columbia Court
Apartments

275 W. Columbia • Belleville

734-697-8200
Minutes From Shopping, Freeways & Restaurants

For 1 Bedroom & Studio Apartments Only.
Accepting Applications for Individuals 62 & Older

H.U.D. Guidlines Apply
A Senior Facility of National Church Residences

Affordable Housing • Sec 8-202

For Classified Advertising, Display Advertising or News Tips.
One call does it all: 734-699-9020
The Belleville-Area Independent

Letters

(734) 699-1550
See our menu online at:
chinakingbelleville.comchinakingbelleville.com

LUNCH •• DINNER
Best Buffet Around!

Next to the Belleville Post Office
HOTSPOT

BEER & WINE AVAILABLE • DRIVE-THRU PICKUP
Delivery AvAilAble Thru uber eATS, Grubhub & DOOr DASh!

OPEN HOURS
MONDAY - THURSDAY  1:00AM – 9:00PM
FRIDAY & SATURDAY  11:00AM – 10:00PM
SUNDAY    11:30AM - 9:00PM

45915 S. I-94 Service Dr., Belleville

KAREN’S
PLACE

A Salon
For Everyone

36968 Huron River Drive
New Boston, Michigan
Appointments & Walk-ins Welcome
734-753-9130

Open: Tues.– Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-3
ANNOUNCEMENT

Karen’s Place has a new Nail Tech.
Call Lexi for an appointment today!•   Business Accounting & Financial Statements

•   Payroll Services
•   Business and Personal Tax Returns
•   Business Advising and Start-Up Consultation
•   Audits, Reviews & Compilations

Full Service Accounting Firm for Business & Individuals

152 Main Street
(in The Professional Building)

Belleville, MI 48111

Call Us Today!
(734) 697-8000

All major credit cards accepted

Visit our website
www.havencpa.com

Denise W. Baker,
MSA, CPA

Gayl Parr,
CPA

Lance Siemen,
CPA, CFE, CFF, CAMS

Susheel Saini,
CPA

Fomerly Known as
Belleville Tax & Accounting Service, Inc.

Patronize Our 
Advertisers!

They are the ones 
who give you this 

free paper!

The Belleville-Area
Independent Website
is Online! Visit us @ 

bellevilleareaindependent.com

READ THE
NEWSPAPER ONLINE!

 The Law Office of

  Amy M. Eversole
152 Main St.
Suite 11
Belleville, Mich. 48111 eversoleamy@gmail.com

Call 734-718-8574
•• Estate Planning  •• Probate  •• Property Law

Beware of ‘net-zero’ tax 
rate in VB Schools
To the editor:
   I am extremely disappointed in the Van 
Buren School Board of Education for the 
lack of transparency when asking for this 
millage proposal on Nov. 4.
   The flyer I received in yesterday’s mail 
lacks information! When going on the 
site that explains the bond issues, it is 
stated that there is no increase in taxes for 
property owners. What is NOT explained 
is that if the millage does not get approved, 
our property taxes should decrease.
   In 2009, the voters approved a 3% millage 
increase to build the new high school. Then 
voters approved again another 3 mills for 
the school in 2022. Now it is 2025 and 
once again the school board is asking for 
3 mills, calling it a Zero-Tax Rate increase. 
When does it end? Since 2023, property 
owners in Van Buren Township have had 
a 4% increase in the taxable value of their 
homes, which allows the schools to also 
reap the benefits of this taxable increase. 
My understanding is that when the original 
bond in 2009 was paid for, property owners 
would see a decrease in the millage, helping 
property owners with property taxes going 
down.
   Not happening when the school board 
continues to ask for 3 mills, calling it Zero-
Rate increase. Please understand, 3 mills 
in 2009, 3 mills in 2022, 5% increase in 
property taxes in 2023, 2024, 2025, and 
now asking for another 3 mills with the 
school board calling it a Zero-Rate Tax 
Increase. Please, we are not idiots in this 
school district. What we need is honesty to 
allow us to make educated decisions.

   I am totally for the Public Schools and 
don’t mind paying my taxes, but honesty 
is important when being taxed. Why not 
ask for a 1 mill to help operate the schools, 
then the school district can benefit along 
with the property owners?
   In 2022 when asking for the 3 mills, I 
remember one of the school board members 
before it was on the ballot stating that if the 
3 mills does not pass this time, we will try 
for 1.5 mills, we have time to do so. Well, 
the voters did pass the 3 mills in 2022, now 
they are asking for it again … when do 
property tax payers get a break? Van Buren 
Public Schools does a tremendous job with 
our students and I am proud when I say we 
have a great school district. At the same 
time, I also feel this is a corrupt tactic -- 
politicians withholding information.
   I would like the school board to give 
information regarding when the original 
bond (2009) will be paid off? Not 
increasing, not expiring when it should 
have. When will the existing bond (2022) 
expire? Do you really need the new (Net-
Zero) bond with the taxable value increase 
on homes since 2023? Do you really need 
3 mills? The same as it took to build the 
school? Inflation has elevated in all areas, 
including taxable value of homes. We have 
an opportunity to bring down property 
taxes when bonds are paid for but not if we 
continue to extend the 3 mills.
   Transparency is needed! Withholding this 
information to property owners is corrupt. 
Do not skip over the facts. We would like 
to vote with all information to make good 
decision.

A taxpayer in Van Buren Township since 
1976

Thank you for returning 
my wallet
To the editor:
   Thank you to the person behind me at 
Menard’s on Sept. 19 for returning my 
wallet of 60 years that I left at the store.

Gary Dapprich
Belleville
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“You don’t have to burn books to 
destroy a culture. Just get people to

stop reading them.”
– Ray Bradbury To build a better world, start in your own community!

Obituaries

The Belleville-Area
Independent Website
is Online! Visit us @ 

bellevilleareaindependent.com

READ THE
NEWSPAPER ONLINE!

CREMATION
$995.00 complete
NO Hidden Service Fees

(800) 331-5051
DUZAK Funeral & 

Cremation Center, Inc.
Southeast Michigan’s Lowest 

Cremation Cost Provider
Since 1977

www.duzakcremation.com

ANY CONDITION OK
CALL US AND GET YOUR PRICE.

AERO REALTY
35890 GODDARD

ROMULUS, MI 48174
313-402-0187 or 734-941-4595

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

CASH FOR YOUR HOME

LORETTA RIPPEY
September 8, 1940 – September 22, 2025
Loretta Rippey, age 85, of Belleville, MI, 
formerly of Dearborn, Michigan and Lakeland, 
Florida, passed away early Monday, September 
22, 2025, at Angela Hospice, Livonia, MI, after 
her 10-year battle of Parkinson’s disease and 
brief illness of cancer. She was born September 
8, 1940, in Jellico, Tennessee, daughter of 
Charles Herbert & Clema Pauline (Jones) Fultz. 
She loved being with family, enjoyed bowling, 
golf, travel, and flower gardening. She was a 
longtime member of the Women of the Moose.
Mrs. Rippey is survived by her husband of 
66 years, James Lesley Rippey; three sons: 
Greg (Elaine Kaminski) Rippey of Ira, MI, 
Randall (Marjorie) Rippey of Taylor, MI, 
and Rick (Jeneen) Rippey of Belleville, MI; 
9 grandchildren: Robert, Sam, Ryan, Jenny, 
Amy, Ryan, Kara, Stephanie, and Madeline; 
14 great-grandchildren, also extended family 
and friends. She was preceded in death by her 
parents, also a sister Shirley Rodgers.
Visitation will be 1-8 p.m. Wednesday, and 
10-11 a.m. Thursday with an 11 a.m. Funeral 
Thursday, September 25, 2025, at David C. 
Brown Funeral Home, 460 E. Huron River Dr., 
Belleville, MI 48111-2764 (734) 697-4500. 
Pastor Kurt Hutchens will officiate. Interment 
will be at 1 p.m. in Grand Lawn Cemetery, 
23501 Grand River Ave., Detroit, MI.
Memorial contributions may be made to https://
www.kirkgibsonfoundation.org/ for Parkinson’s 
research, to Angela Hospice, or to Make-A-
Wish Michigan, on the behalf of Loretta Rippey 
and would be appreciated.
www.davidcbrownfh.com

Loretta Rippey

BHS at-home games
   Thursday, Sept. 25 : Freshman football 
vs.  Franklin High School,   4:30  p.m.; 
JV football vs. Franklin High School, 6:30 
p.m.

Jamie Cichowski
Athletic Secretary

Belleville High School
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One Call Does It All...
...At The Independent

734-699-9020
To build a better world,

start in your own community!

Obituaries

(734) 697-4500
www.DAVIDCBROWNFH.com

Complete Line of Monuments & Markers.

David C. Brown
Funeral Home

460 E. HURON RIVER DR., BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

Serving Belleville, Sumpter townShip & van Buren townShip For over 41 YearS

Pursuit of Excellence
National Funeral Directors Association

Live ~ Laugh ~ Love 

Remember

Live ~ Laugh ~ Love 

Remember
Live ~ Laugh ~ Love 

Remember
David C. Brown, Founder  •  Shelly A. Brown-Chudzinski, Manager

Would you like to have 
your ChurCh listed in 

this direCtory?
Call advertising

Manager Janet Millard 
at 734-699-9020 today!

 
 

810 E. HURON RIVER DR. BELLEVILLE, MI | 734.697.7456 
Sunday | Adult Bible Fellowship & Children’s Sunday 

School 9:45am | Morning Worship 11am 
Wednesday | Kids & Teens 6:45pm | Bible For Life 7pm 

Visit bethanybiblechurch.com for more info 

810 E. HURON RIVER DR. BELLEVILLE, MI | 734.697.7456
Sunday | Adult Bible Fellowship & Children’s Sunday

School 9:45am | Morning Worship 11am 
Wednesday | Kids & Teens 6:45pm | Bible In Action 7pm

Visit bethanybiblechurch.com for more info

RiveR of Life AssembLy of God
16650 Sumpter Rd., Belleville, MI 48111
All services are open to in person or live stream.
sunday morning Worship @ 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Adult, youth & Children @ 7 p.m.

Visit rol-ag.com      (734) 699-6700

1770 Ridge Road, Ypsilanti, MI 48198
Sunday Bible Study 10 AM, Worship Service 11 AM

Sunday Evening Worship 6 PM and
Wednesday Bible Study 7:30 PM

www.ridgeroadcoc.org   (734) 485-2930

Ridge Road Church of Christ

SUNDAYS @ 10 A.M.
Connect Classes

11 a.m. Sunday Worship

WEDNESDAYS @ 6 P.M.
S.O.S. Recovery & Support Group

WEDNESDAYS @ 7 P.M.
Bible Study & Youth Groups

894 E. Huron River Dr. 
Belleville

JOIN US IN PERSON, ONLINE & 
FOLLOW US ON

409 W. Columbia Avenue  (734) 697-1211
▪ Saturday Mass: 6:00pm

▪ Sunday Masses:  8:30am & 10:30am
▪ Mondays:  6:30pm Adoration
www.stanthonybelleville.com

ST. ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH

BELLEVILLE
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST

Saturday Mornings
Bible Study 10:00  Worship 11:30

89 South Edgemont
bellevillesda.com

Moving forward           417 Charles
in Christ together!          Sunday 10am
bellevillefirstumc.org         734.697.9288

BELLEVILLE FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

FAITH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
6020 Denton Road

Belleville, MI 48111    (734) 483-2276
www.faithchurchdenton.org

Sunday Worship at 9:30am. Bible Study & 
refreshments after Worship.

11900 Belleville Road
Service and Sunday School

10:00 a.m.

BELLEVILLE PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH

SOLID ROCK CHURCH BELLEVILLE
“The Whole Gospel to the

Whole World by the Whole Church”
Come worship with us

Sundays at 5pm
494 W. Columbia Ave.
Belleville, MI 48111

www.trinitybell.org
Sunday Eucharist 

10:00am
Wednesday 

Eucharist 5:45pm

All are Welcome!

11575 Belleville Road
Belleville, MI 48111

To build a better world, start in your own community!

FRANK ELMER VANDERCOOK
July 21, 1929 – September 15, 2025
Age 96. Served in Korean Conflict. Survived 
by his wife of 70 years Bertha, son Jeffrey, 
daughter Tina, six grandchildren, and six great-
grandchildren. Arrangements by David C. 
Brown Funeral Home.
www.davidcbrownfh.com

BRUCE CHARLES PATTERSON
(February 7, 1947 - September 15, 2025)
Bruce Charles Patterson, age 78, passed away 
peacefully on September 15, 2025.
Born February 7, 1947, in Detroit, MI, Bruce 
was the beloved son of William and Margaret 
Patterson. He earned both a Bachelor of Arts 
(1969) and a Juris Doctor (1972) from Wayne 
State University, launching a career that 
combined private law practice, higher education 
advancement, and public service.
Bruce practiced law for many years and served 
as president and partner of McCabe, Middleton 
& Patterson, P.C. Before entering elected office, 
he served as Director of Planned Giving at 
Eastern Michigan University (1991–1994), 
where he coordinated faculty/staff development 
campaigns and led planned-giving efforts 
to strengthen the university’s philanthropic 
programs. His EMU role reflected his legal 
background and commitment to education and 
community development.
Bruce’s public service began at the local level. 
He served as a Wayne County Commissioner 
(1995–1998) before being elected to the 
Michigan House of Representatives in 1999. 
As a freshman state representative, he served 
as Associate Speaker Pro Tempore, and in his 
second term he was elected Majority Floor 
Leader. In 2002 he was elected to the Michigan 
State Senate representing the 7th District 
(Belleville, Canton, Northville, Plymouth), 
where he served two terms from 2003 to 2010. 
During his tenure in the Senate, he chaired the 
Energy Policy & Public Utilities Committee 
and served on the Health Policy, Judiciary, and 
Natural Resources & Environmental Affairs 
committees. He was known as a thoughtful 
legislator who championed consumer 
protections, environmental stewardship, and 
government transparency.
Beyond his professional and public life, Bruce 
was a loving husband, devoted father, and proud 
grandfather. He found great joy in hunting, 
golfing, fishing, and taking long drives — but 
family remained his greatest pleasure. He is 
survived by his wife, Phyllis; their children 
Justin (Jess) Patterson, Denise (Anthony) 
Mettetal, and Lauren (Jeffrey) Winner; and 
grandchildren Tannis, Maverick, Arlette, and 
Winston. He was preceded in death by his 
parents.
A celebration of Bruce’s life was held on 
September 19 at McCabe Funeral Home, 851 
N. Canton Center Rd. Canton MI 48187.
In lieu of flowers, the family kindly requests 
memorial contributions in his memory to 
either  the Wounded Warrior Project,  P.O. 
Box 758516, Topeka, Kansas 66675-8516 
or to  Angela Hospice, 14100 Newburgh Rd. 
Livonia, MI 48154. 

Bruce Charles Patterson

ALICE MARGARET PAYNE
April 18, 1990 – August 30, 2025
Alice Margaret Payne, age 91, long-time 
Belleville resident, passed away Wednesday, 
September 17, 2025, at her home, surrounded 
by family. She was born September 16, 1934, in 
Toledo, Ohio, daughter of Oliver Ivan & Helen 
Louisa (Craine) Snyder. Alice graduated from 
Lake High School, class of 1952. She moved to 
Belleville in 1964, and graduated from Eastern 
Michigan University, with her bachelor’s 
of elementary education. Alice taught piano 
lessons for a short time, to help with college 
costs. After she graduated on a Saturday, she 
began teaching the following Monday, and 
she taught for 25+ years. All in Van Buren 
Public Schools at Elwell Elementary School 
as a fourth-grade teacher. Alice and her late 
husband Dean were dedicated members of the 
First United Methodist Church, Belleville, MI, 
for many years. Alice enjoyed teaching Bible 
studies and Sunday School for several years 
as well. She was also an American Red Cross 
Blood Drive volunteer for more years than she 
could remember. Her friendly voice called to 
ask for help, and her smile greeted you when 
you donated.
Alice is survived by three children: Connie 
Purdue of Owosso, MI, Robert (Joannie) Payne 
of Belleville, MI, and Nancy (Robert) Mitchell 
of Waterford, MI; 5 grandchildren: Beth (Steve) 
Desch, Mathew Purdue, Ryan (Lizzie) Payne, 
Sean (Nicole) Payne, and Kira Mitchell; 9 great 
grandchildren; two sisters: Mary (Rudy) Cepko 
of Novi, MI, and Carol Foote of Waldridge, 
Ohio; also numerous nieces, nephews, former 
students, church friends, and neighbors. She 
was preceded in death by her parents, husband 
Dean M. Payne on January 12, 2016, sister Jane 
Whitner, and a son-in-law David Purdue.
To honor Alice’s wishes, cremation rites were 
accorded. Arrangements by David C. Brown 
Funeral Home.
A Memorial Celebration of Her Life will be 
held at 11:00 AM on Saturday, October 11, 
2025, at First United Methodist Church, 417 
Charles Street, Belleville, MI 48111. The family 
will greet guests from 10-11 AM.  Pastor Greg 
Buchner will officiate. 
Memorial contributions may be made to the 
FUMC Food Pantry and would be greatly 
appreciated, and would honor Alice’s big and 
selfless heart by helping those in need in our 
community. www.davidcbrown.com

Alice Margaret Payne
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Musings
By Janet Millard

Independent
Advertising Director

Belleville Area Independent
September 25, 2025

Licensed & Insured
       Honest & Reliable

Free Estimates
   Service & Repair
       Drain Cleaning
          Gas Lines & More

Caleb Windiate
734.307.6478

ProPlumbing734@yahoo.com

Plumbing

Friends of MI Animals Rescue
Promote a Healthy and Safe Environment for All

51299 Arkona Road
Belleville, MI 48111

734-461-9458
info@friendsofmichigan.org
www.friendsofmichigan.org

HOURS: MON-FRI BY APPOINTMENT ONLY, 
SATURDAY 11AM-3PM OPEN TO PUBLIC 

ADOPTIONS BY 
APPOINTMENT

Towing Available
Open Weekdays 8 a.m – 5 p.m.

George E. Long, III
Attorney & Counselor At Law

Federal & State Criminal
and Civil Defense

DUI  •  Wills  •  Probate Matters
Divorce  •  Social Security Disability

Notary Public

734-697-4455
321 Main Street, Belleville, Mi 48111     GlonGlaw.coM

The Hair StationThe Hair Station
(734) 796-4795(734) 796-4795

151 Main Street151 Main Street
Belleville   MI   48111Belleville   MI   48111

thehairstationthehairstation151151@yahoo.com@yahoo.com

INQUIRE ABOUT 
OUR SPECIALS!

Decorative Curbing
Gardenscapes
Concrete Work
Power Washing

Landscape Cleanups
Mulch & More

Complimentary Quotes

WANTED!
VINTAGE MICHIGAN

LICENSE PLATES
Prefer Plates 1910 – 1939

JEFF STABNAU
734-476-2994

JSTABNAU@AOL.COM

Scott Beard
Manager/Director

19865 Sumpter Road
Belleville, Michigan 48111

 734-699-6000
 734-699-6060
 info@simplealternatives.net
 www.simplealternatives.net

DIRECT
CREMATIONS

From $1,495

portable toilets • septic cleaning
Luxury restrooM traiLers

For All Outdoor Activities

www.ParkwayServices.netoffice: (734) 482-7633 Fax: (734) 482-7632

golf courses
graduations

picnics
construction sites

Clutter Cleaners

10% Discount for US Military/Veterans/Seniors & 1st Time Customers
(734) 583-9523  Licensed & Insured
Cluttercleaners734@gmail.com Locally Owned

•  Full Service Junk Removal
•  Dump Trailer Rentals
•  Garage/Barn Clean-Outs
•  Trash/Junk/Debris Removal
•  Material Delivery
•  Yard Clean-Ups, Deck/Pool/
   & Jacuzzi Removal
•  Storage Units

•  Storm Clean Up
•  Free Estimates
•  Tree Topping & Trimming
•  Tree & Shrub Removal
•  Stump Removal • Bucket Service

Insured & Senior Discounts

50% DISCOUNT IF YOU KEEP WOOD/BRUSH!

BONECUTTERS
TREE EXPERTS, LLC

(734) 431-4202

STORM DAMAGE & 
SPRING DISCOUNTS!

YEAR ROUND
SERVICE BY

PROFESSIONALS

Arrwood Construction
Grading, Excavating, etc.

Bill Arrwood
owner

313-363-6590

49450 Judd Rd.
Belleville, MI.  48111

arrwoodconstruction@yahoo.com

   The BHS Tigers did not disappoint last 
Friday and took Livonia Churchill, 42-
21. They will be away again tomorrow at 
Franklin High School. Tap, tap, Tap.
***
   Moe’s Farm is going strong and still 
picking sweet corn. They have all the 
vegetables you need, plus honey. Starting 
this week they are on fall hours 9:30 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. every day.
***
   If you haven’t registered yet there may 
still be time to enjoy the Belleville Area 
Museum tonight for its Fourth Thursday 
speaker Dave Booker who will be 
continuing on his French Landing Dam 
series. Don’t forget, 5:30 p.m. pizza if 
you advance register and the program runs 
from 6 to 7 p.m.
***
   Booville starts next week with many fall 
festivals and events during the month of 
October. However, Bethany Bible Church 
is having its annual Fall Festival on 
Sunday, Sept. 28, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
The schedule starts at 11 a.m. with special 
speaker Jay Cooper during service. Then 
at 12:15 p.m. there’s food in the gym and 
from 12:45 to 3 p.m. there are games, dunk 
tank, hayrides, face painting and more!
***
   Don’t forget that the Corn & Cider Fest is 
on Sunday at Angel Food Catering on the 
N. Service Drive. From noon until 5 p.m., 
enjoy great food, crafters and fun family 
activities.
***
   If you have an item for this column, call 
Janet Millard at (734) 699-9020.
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 Call Milton's at 734-391-0190

Tell us you want to transfer to
Milton's

Done, we do the rest!

Old Pharmacy

Transfer to Milton's TODAY

The Pharmacy

on Main St

that's here to

stay!

248 Main St 
Belleville, MI 48111

UNLOCK THE MYSTERIES ON AN INCREDIBLE
JOURNEY THROUGH BIBLE PROPHECY

KeysToRevelation.com

BELLEVILLE SDA CHURCH
89 S. EDGEMONT STREET

BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

FREE!

Walk-ins Welcome or Register Today:

UNLOCK THE MYSTERIES ON AN INCREDIBLE
JOURNEY THROUGH BIBLE PROPHECY

KeysToRevelation.com

BELLEVILLE SDA CHURCH
89 S. EDGEMONT STREET

BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

FREE!

Walk-ins Welcome or Register Today:

UNLOCK THE MYSTERIES ON AN INCREDIBLE
JOURNEY THROUGH BIBLE PROPHECY

KeysToRevelation.com

BELLEVILLE SDA CHURCH
89 S. EDGEMONT STREET

BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

FREE!

Walk-ins Welcome or Register Today:

UNLOCK THE MYSTERIES ON AN INCREDIBLE
JOURNEY THROUGH BIBLE PROPHECY

KeysToRevelation.com

BELLEVILLE SDA CHURCH
89 S. EDGEMONT STREET

BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

FREE!

Walk-ins Welcome or Register Today:

Photo courtesy of Eleana Manalp, VBT Communications Dept.
In memory of Peggy Voigt, the Belleville Area Council for the Arts sponsored a senior 
this year. Peggy’s vision for “Art in the Parking Lot” was to share the art of over 100 
painted senior parking spaces with the community. Recently people visited the painted 
parking spaces and voted for their favorites.

Buy 3 Ads, Get 1 FREE!
Call our Advertising Manager

Janet Millard Today!  734-699-9020

ADVERTISE
TODAY!
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For Classified Advertising, Display Advertising or News Tips. 
One call does it all: 734-699-9020
The Belleville-Area Independent

Birthdays

Shingle, Flat Roof & Metal Roofs
Removals, Recover & Repair

QUALITY
KEEPING YOU COVERED

$500 OFF
Full Roof Replacement

Expires: 10-8-2025
Residential •• Commercial

Free Estimates
State Licensed
Fully Insured

www.DiversifiedRoofingLLC.com

800-668-1928

Specializing in large and HazardouS removalS

PROFESSIONAL
TREE SERVICE
24 Hr. EmErgEncy SErvicE
TrEE Trimming & rEmoval

STump & SHrubbEry rEmoval
cranE SErvicE  ••   FirEwood

Fully inSurEd  ••   FrEE ESTimaTES
SEnior ciTizEn diScounT

EMERGENCIES & 
BELLEVILLE AREA

Call Joe (734) 664-9285
10% OFF MENTION AD
Call Tom (734) 864-2243

Do You Hear But Not Understand?

*Must complete screening and have a valid email address to receive card, rules and restrictions apply, see amazon.com/gc-legal. See office for details. Beltone 2025™

DON’T MISS OUT
....ON THE MOMENTS
THAT MATTER MOST!

Now is the time to find out whether
the difficulties you're experiencing with

your hearing are due to hearing loss
or maybe just earwax.

Some common difficulties include:
Asking people to repeat themselves, turning up

TV volume to understand what is being said,
ringing or buzzing in the ear, and more!

HEAR THE BELTONE DIFFERENCE. CALL NOW!

Belleville | 35 Main St., Ste 101
Ann Arbor | 4076 Packard St.
Ann Arbor | 283 S. Zeeb Rd., Ste F

(734) 256-4113

On Sept. 29th and Sept. 30th ONLY - Beltone is offering...
FREE Hearing Screenings with one of our hearing care professionals.

WONDERING... WHAT’S THE CATCH?  There is none!
We’re making this offer because it is our mission to support those in our community

who are ready and willing to start their journey to better hearing.
Before fixing a problem, it needs to be evaluated.

We will test your hearing to determine what degree of hearing loss you have, if any.
This exam is FREE, and you are under no obligation.  As a matter of fact, after completing your

exam, we’re going to give you a $20 Amazon.com Gift Card* just for coming in to see us.

HURRY!  The $20 Amazon.com Gift Card* offer will expire 9/30/2025.

Do You Hear But Not Understand?

*Must complete screening and have a valid email address to receive card, rules and restrictions apply, see amazon.com/gc-legal. See office for details. Beltone 2025™

DON’T MISS OUT
....ON THE MOMENTS
THAT MATTER MOST!

Now is the time to find out whether
the difficulties you're experiencing with

your hearing are due to hearing loss
or maybe just earwax.

Some common difficulties include:
Asking people to repeat themselves, turning up

TV volume to understand what is being said,
ringing or buzzing in the ear, and more!

HEAR THE BELTONE DIFFERENCE. CALL NOW!

Belleville | 35 Main St., Ste 101
Ann Arbor | 4076 Packard St.
Ann Arbor | 283 S. Zeeb Rd., Ste F

(734) 256-4113

2 DAYS ONLY - SEPT. 29th & SEPT. 30th, 2025
Beltone works side-by-side with all hearing aid insurance plans and providers.

At your appointment, we will verify all insurance benefits and discounts!

Independent photo by James Otzman
This sign was posted outside the Bonehead restaurant in Willis last week. It refers to 
Christian activist Charlie Kirk who was assassinated Sept. 10 in Utah and whose five-
hour memorial service was held Sunday in Arizona.

   Sept. 29 – Jordyn Williams
   Sept. 30 – Nia Robinson
   Oct. 2 – Reggie Miller

Do you or someone you know have a 
birthday soon? Call the Independent and 
we will publish as soon as possible.

Connie and Joe Sixbey, 26th wedding 
anniversary on Sept. 22

Anniversary
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The Belleville-Area
Independent Website
is Online! Visit us @ 

bellevilleareaindependent.com

READ THE
NEWSPAPER ONLINE!we’re open monday–Friday, 8am-6pm

ANIMAL MEDICAL CENTER of VAN BUREN
Scott Driscoll, DVM                    Keri Dasher, DVM

491 Sumpter Road, Belleville, MI 48111
734-699-6510

www.amcvanburen.com

Schedule Your Appointment Today!

Join Us!
June thru September    6–8 PM

Thanks to Our Sponsors

michiga n

LOCALLY
GROWN

MADE
CRAFTED

Place & Square
Mondays 4 – 7:30 PM
     June thru October 14

4th Street

           Belleville
Farmers Market

BBeelllleevviillllee VVeennddoorrss

WWeellccoommee

Belleville DDA

Join us for the Monday Night Main Street Cruise Classic Car Show
June thru October 13th 5–8pm

Licensed & Insured for workmen’s comp & liability ...for your protection

FREEFREE
Estimates
Estimates

SeniorSeniorDiscountsDiscounts
American Owned & 

Operated with American 
Made Equipment!

(734) 753-5800(734) 753-5800
Emergency (734) 915-6899Emergency (734) 915-6899

TREE SERVICE INC.TREE SERVICE INC.

www.TNTTREE.com

10% OFF10% OFF
ON ANY TREE REMOVAL OVER ON ANY TREE REMOVAL OVER $300$300

With this coupon With this coupon 
Must present coupon at time of estimate.Must present coupon at time of estimate.

WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

Dynamite
Dynamite

DealsDeals

OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE We Work with 
Insurance Companies

• 24-Hour Emergency Service • Tree Removal 
• Trimming • Lot Clearing • Pruning & Thinning 

• Stump Grinding • Root Grinding • Brush Removal

              

MEET FROSTY!
This cool little kitten is a 
bundle of playful energy 
with a big personality and 
an even bigger love for 
toys on strings - seriously, 
he goes bonkers for them!
Frosty is all about the 
fun and games right 
now, chasing anything 
that moves and keeping 
everyone entertained with 
his silly antics. He’s still 
learning that humans are 
good for more than just toy 
delivery, but he’s making 
amazing progress every 
day.
With a little patience and 
love, Frosty is well on 
his way to becoming a 
cuddly companion who’ll 
be following you around 
and demanding attention 
before you know it.
FMAR felines are spayed/
neutered, microchipped, 
vaccinated for age-
appropriate shots, and 
negative for FIV/FeLV.

Friends of Michigan
Animals Rescue
51299 Arkona Road
Belleville, MI 48111
734-461-9458
www.friendsofmichigan.orgwww.friendsofmichigan.org

FROSTY

ORPHANORPHAN
OF THEOF THE

WEEKWEEK

By Paul W. Henning

   The Van Buren Township board of 
trustees met on Sept. 16 and approved a 
Limnological Assessment of Belleville 
Lake for a cost of $13,880. The assessment 
will tell the township what is happening 
and what problems are affecting the lake.
  “Recently, the staff has done a leadership 
approach by certain residents regarding not 
only water quality issues about the lake, 
but also invasive plants which have started 
to spout up in certain areas of the lake.” 
Supervisor Kevin McNamara said.

Van Buren Township board approves lake study
   The assessment promises to give the board 
a direction on where to start to fix problems 
with the lake, supervisor McNamara said. 
He said other lakes have found ways to 
filter out what is coming downstream.
   In other business the board: 
   • Approved all policy updates for 2025: 
travel, purchasing, credit cards, policies 
and procedure manual, and the salaried 
benefits manual;
   • Approved the Haggerty Park 
improvement project, not to exceed 
$200,000 from building and grounds 
capital outlay; and

   • Heard Nicole Gerhart, Director of 
Recreation, inform the board on upcoming 
events, including Movie on the Plaza on 
Friday, Sept. 26. Activities begin at 7 p.m. 
and the movie begins at dusk, about 8 p.m. 
Also, Friday Fitness Class Free Demo 
Week is Sept. 29 – Oct. 2 at the Van Buren 
Community Center.

Court Watching
Michael David McDaniel

    Michael David McDaniel, 26, of Van 
Buren Township, is charged with intent 
to do great bodily harm less than death 
(strangulation) and assault on a pregnant 
person on Jan. 17, 2025 in Van Buren 
Township. His probable cause conference 
was set for Feb. 19 and adjourned until 
March 12 for discovery. Preliminary exam 
was April 23 and he was bound over to 
circuit court for an arraignment on the 
information. Calendar conference was July 
17 and final conference Sept. 4. A tether 
violation was cited on Sept. 15 and he was 
remanded. A final conference is Sept. 24 
and a jury trial Oct. 27.
   His probable cause conference on a 
charge of felonious assault and domestic 
violence on Sept. 5 in Van Buren Township 
was held Sept. 17. A live exam was set for 
Sept. 24.
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One Call Does It All...
...At The Independent

734-699-9020

Family Owned Since 1941

All of our produce is grown on site!

SEASONALSEASONAL
VEGETABLESVEGETABLES
OPEN 7 DAYSOPEN 7 DAYS  ••  LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!LIKE US ON FACEBOOK!

Moe’s Farm
20684 Sumpter Rd.

(Next to Sumpter Fire Hall)

NOW
OPEN!

FALL HOURS
9:30 a.m. to

 5:00 p.m.

Accurate Dental Denture Inc.
“Serving the Belleville and Van Buren community for

over 20 years with quality and caring service.”

CROWNS  •  ROOT CANALS  •  EXTRACTIONS  •  FILLINGS
WHITENING  •  BONDING  •  DENTURES (SOFT & FLEXIBLE)

734-697-5477
781 Sumpter Rd. Belleville

(In Belle Plaza)

COMPLETE DENTURE or PARTIAL
WITH COUPON

$54900

HEALTHY KIDS DENTAL
Accepting Blue Cross Complete,

Molina, Wellcare, Meridian & 
Medicaid!

EACH

Call
For

Details

SAME DAY DENTURE REPAIRS
Immediate Dentures and

Flippers Available.

Quality Dentures at
Affordable Prices!

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

NEW PATIENT
SPECIAL

$4999 Includes
Exam, Cleaning

& X-Rays
WITH

COUPON 

By Rosemary K. Otzman
and Paul W. Henning

   At its Sept 15 regular meeting, the 
Belleville City Council agreed to honor the 
request of the city of Romulus to withdraw 
from the 34th District Court Funding 
Agreement that was enacted when the new 
court building was planned.
   Mayor Ken Voigt explained that the State 
Supreme Court administration wants to 
redo how courts are funded so they will all 
be the same, which isn’t the case now. The 
city of Romulus had signed off on its full 
faith and credit to back the bonds to build 
the new courthouse. 34th District Court 
cases are taxed $25 each to help pay for 
the bond.
   Mayor Voigt said the city of Romulus 
is on the hook for this bond and wants to 
be able to negotiate with the state so the 

City council agrees to Romulus request to withdraw from court agreement
bond indebtedness works out. Mayor Voigt 
said Romulus mayor McCraight told him 
Romulus has been subsidizing the court.
    To be able to negotiate with the state, 
Romulus has asked all five communities 
who are members of the 34th District 
Court, to withdraw from the original court 
agreement, if that becomes necessary in the 
future. The withdrawal is not immediate, 
he said.
   The city council passed a resolution 
that authorizes the court to release all 
information the court has on payments 
made to the city of Belleville for fiscal 
years ending in 2020, 2021, 2022, and 
2023, including the number of tickets 
processed by the court and payments made 
by the court, showing the percentage of 
the ticket amount provided to the city of 
Belleville

   In other business at the Sept. 15 meeting, 
the council:
   • Approved raising the trash collection 
rates by 15% ($3.11 per month) at the 
recommendation of its city accountant 

from Plante Moran;
   • Approved the mayor’s appointments 
of Phil Miller and Whitney Beaubien to 
the Belleville Downtown Development 
Authority. Both are longtime residents of 
the tri-community. Miller’s term expires 
on Dec. 31, 2026, and Beaubien’s term 
expires on Dec. 31, 2027
   • Approved updating and increasing 
building department fees to better align 

with Van Buren Township, which is doing 
inspections for the city;
   • Approved gear lockers for the police 
department;
   • Approved Redemption Bible Church 
to use 4th Street Square from 7 to 8 p.m. 
Oct. 22 for a worship night. The church has 
used the Fourth Street Square before and 
this year they are adding refreshments of 
cider and donuts; and
• Approved Egan’s Pub changing the date 
to Oct. 17 for its annual Witches’ Ball 
which also uses part of the Fourth Street 
Square.

Court Watching
Adam William Gillikin

   Adam William Gillikin of Van Buren 
Township had been scheduled for a circuit 
court jury trial on Aug. 20, but that was 
canceled and reset for Oct. 14 at the request 
of the prosecution.
   Gillikin, 37, is charged with assault with 
a dangerous weapon (felonious assault) 
and felony firearm (pneumatic gun) on 
Nov. 17, 2024 in Van Buren Township.
   After a lengthy preliminary exam on April 
30, 2025, 34th District Court Chief Judge 
Brian A. Oakley reluctantly bound the 
defendant over to circuit court. The judge 
said he was unhappy with the prosecution, 
calling it a “crap case that shouldn’t have 
been brought.”
   After the prosecutor produced the 
Michigan law involved, Judge Oakley 
said, “The Legislature in their wisdom” 
misinterprets a pellet gun.” He said that 
law needs to be updated but the current law 
means he had to bind the defendant over.

Deandre Cortez Williams
   Deandre Cortez Williams of Sumpter 
Township was arraigned Aug. 19 on charges 
of possession of firearms by a prohibited 
person, possession of ammunition by a 
prohibited person, two counts of carrying 

a concealed weapon, two counts of felony 
firearms and operating a motor vehicle 
without security on Aug. 17  in Van Buren 
Township. A probable cause conference 
was held Aug. 27 and preliminary exam 
held Sept. 3. Bond is $5,000/10%. The 
defendant was labeled a habitual offender 
– second offense notice. After his exam 
was held he was bound over to circuit court 
for an arraignment on the information on 
Sept. 17. Final conference is Nov. 12.

Stephen Boyd Wiley
   Stephen Boyd Wiley of Belleville was 
arraigned on Aug. 25 on charges of assault 
with a deadly weapon (felonious assault) 
and assault or assault and battery on Aug. 
23 in Sumpter Township. He was assigned 
bond of $5,000/10% and is to have no 
contact with the complaining parties and 
not return to the address of the incident. 
Probable cause conference was held Sept. 
3 and a preliminary exam was set for 
Sept. 10. The first charge of assault was 
dismissed by the party. A remote pretrial 
on the second charge was set for Sept. 24.
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HONESTY IS OUR POLICY!

BAI

50 South Street at 5-Points, Belleville • 734-325-7065
Open Monday – Friday  8am - 6pm

Disc Brake special
premium paDs & rotors,

incluDes laBor, starting at $330
Most Cars. Restrictions Apply.

WITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 9-30-25
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SENIORS, VETERANS &
ACTIVE MILITARY TAKE

10% OFF YOUR TOTAL BILL
WITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 9-30-25

$4999

BAI

NEW CUSTOMERS GET
10% OFF LABOR DURING OUR:
GET-TO-KNOW-YOUR-FRIENDS-TRUSTWORTHY-

RELIABLE-AUTO-MECHANIC-SALE
WITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 9-30-25 BAI

a/c recharge
starting at $130

For R134A Refrigerant.

BEAT THE HEAT!

Dudek Heating & Cooling
Service and Installation

Licensed and Insured • Free Estimates • Furnaces • Boilers
Air Conditioning • Duct Work • Humidifiers • Water Heaters

Generators • Electrical • Plumbing
Keith Dudek : Owner
11681 Rawsonville
Belleville, MI 48111

Office: (734) 461-6165
Cell: (734) 730-9733

LLC

SAND
& GRAVEL

734 697-1183  45697 Ecorse Rd. • Van Buren Twp.

Website:  yostsandandgravel.com
Email:      yostsandandgravel@gmail.com

Hours
Monday – Saturday

8 a.M. – 6 p.M.
Sunday

9 a.M. – 3 p.M.

DELIVERY
AVAILABLE!

TOPSOIL DELIVERED SPECIALS
3 Yards Credit $105*, Cash $100*

5 Yards Credit $145*, Cash $140*

6 Yards Credit $165*, Cash $160*

TOPSOIL – U-PICK UP
$22* Yard Credit, $21* Yard Cash

*Plus
Tax

Garden Blend Topsoil & Compost
100% Compost

PLAYGROUND MULCH SALE
• Colored Mulch/Playground, Hardwood
• Sand – Pool, Pavers, Fill & Sharp
• Decorative Stones
• Driveway Gravel
• Limestone – all sizes
• Asphalt Millings
• Crush Concrete
• Pea Gravel
• ¾ Round Rock
• 1”-2” Egg Rock
• 2”-4” Round Rock
• 4”-12” Oversize Rock

WE INsTALL 
GrAVEL 

DrIVEWAYs
AND 

ProFEssIoNAL 
LANDsCAPING!

September 28, 2025
10:00 a.m. Bible Study

11:00 a.m. Worship Service
Potluck after the morning service

2:00 p.m. Worship Service

Ridge Road Church of Christ
1770 Ridge Rd.

Ypsilanti, MI 48198
RidgeRoadCOC.ORGRidgeRoadCOC.ORG

You are invited!

Friends and
Family Day!
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To build a better world,
start in your own community!

    Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer 
ordered U.S. and Michigan flags within 
the State Capitol complex to be lowered 
to half-staff on Friday, Sept. 19, to honor 
former state Sen. Bruce Patterson, who 
died Sept. 15.  Flags were returned to full 
staff on Saturday.
   “Bruce was a good friend, tough foe, 
and great fun. Whether he was wearing 
the iconic red Stormy Kromer hat while 
speaking at my inauguration or debating 
legislation on the Senate floor, Bruce 
always put Michigan first,” the governor 
said in a news release.
   Patterson attended Wayne State 
University, earning a bachelor’s degree 
and juris doctor. He began his career with 
private law practice, practicing for many 
years and serving as president and partner 
of the law firm McCabe, Middleton & 

Whitmer lowers flags in memory of Senator Bruce Patterson
Patterson.
   He served as director of Planned Giving 
at Eastern Michigan University, where he 
led planned-giving efforts to strengthen the 
university’s philanthropic programs, the 
release said.
   Patterson served as a Wayne County 
commissioner before being elected to 
the Michigan House of Representatives 
in 1999. In 2002 he was elected to the 
Michigan State Senate representing the 
7th District, where he served two terms 
from 2003 to 2010. During his time in the 
legislature, he advocated for consumer 

protections, environmental stewardship, 
and government transparency.
   “He never wavered in his commitment 
to making Wayne County and our entire 
state the best place to live, raise a family, 
or build a business,” Whitmer said. “At 
a time when things feel so heavy in our 
politics, the world could learn from Bruce 
about how to see humanity in each other, 
regardless of which side of the aisle we 
stand on. My thoughts are with his family, 
friends, and those who worked with and 
served alongside him.”

Court Watching
Cody Ray Roberts

   Cody Ray Roberts of Westland is charged 
with assault to do great bodily harm less 
than murder, domestic violence, driving 
while license suspended, and malicious 
destruction of property on Aug. 13 in 
Sumpter Township. He was arraigned out-
county on Aug. 16 and personal bond set at 
$75,000. A probable cause conference was 
held Aug. 27 and a preliminary exam set 
for Sept. 3. At that time it was adjourned 
for a probable cause conference set for 
Sept. 10 and then reset for Oct. 15.

Tanya Joy Kinnen
   Tanya Joy Kinnen of Garden City is 
charged with police officer assault on Feb. 
21, 2023 in the city of Belleville. She failed 
to appear for her preliminary examinations 
three times and bench warrants were 
issued. On June 6 she was scheduled for 
a June 18 probable cause conference. She 
appeared and her warrant was recalled. A 
preliminary exam was set for Sept. 3. She 
failed to appear and a bench warrant was 
issued.

Marlene Jones
   Marlene Jones, 58, of Belleville is 
charged with two counts of assault with 
a dangerous weapon (felony assault) and 
one count of domestic violence-Romulus 
on June 25, 2025 in the city of Belleville. 
She was video-arraigned in custody on 
June 27. Personal bond was set at $10,000 
and a probable cause conference scheduled 
for July 9 and then on July 9 reset for July 

23. A preliminary exam was held Sept. 3 
and she was bound over to circuit court for 
a Sept. 17 arraignment on the information, 
reset for Sept. 22.

Alexandrea Doris Bell
   Alexandrea Doris Bell of Detroit was 
charged with receiving and concealing a 
stolen vehicle and driving while license 
suspended in Van Buren Township on July 
9. She was video-arraigned in custody 
on July 10. Bond was $5,000/10% and 
a probable cause conference held July 
23. Preliminary exam was Sept. 3 and 
the complaining victim failed to appear. 
Charges were dismissed.

Jamil Robert Fuller
   Jamil Robert Fuller of Van Buren 
Township is charged with carrying a 
concealed weapon, fleeing police in a 
vehicle, and weapons on May 24, 2024 
in Van Buren Township. The charges 
were entered July 7, 2025 and a warrant 
was issued. He was arraigned July 17 
and the warrant lifted. His probable cause 
conference was set for July 30, 2025 and 
then the preliminary exam was scheduled 
for Sept. 3.
   On Sept. 3, the defense attorney said his 
client was in the hospital after a serious car 
accident and was having surgery that day. 
The case will be reviewed on Oct. 15.
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“I’ll try anything once, twice if I like it, 
three times to make sure.”

— Mae West

Upcoming Meetings

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS
ADVANCED H & W
PAYING CASH
Buying Junk Cars & 
Trucks. Free 7 Day 

Pick Up. Call Today!
(734) 223-5581
(517) 605-6388

WANTED

We Work
Monday – Saturday.

734-368-5088
734-545-5195

D.K. JUNK CAR
BUYERS

PAY CASHGARAGE/YARD SALE

VEHICLES FOR SALE

FREE

FOR SALE

AUCTION SERVICES

A&L SERVICES
Home Improvement & 

Handyman Service
Painting, Drywall, Carpentry, 

Electrical, Plumbing,
Ceramic Tile, Kitchens & Bath.
Serving Belleville Since 

1995. Call Aaron Schultz 
@ 734-740-0628

Kitchens – Baths – Decks
Plumbing – Concrete

Doors – Windows – Siding 
Gutters – Basements 

Drywall – Painting – Hauling
Senior & Veteran Discounts
Call Pete – (734) 636-3741

BEYOND HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

Small, locally owned 
company looking for 
new clients. Bonded 

and insured. Team of 3, 
reliable and thorough.

Call or text
(734) 707-8026

HOUSEKEEPING SERVICES

PUBLIC AUCTION
NOTICE is hereby given that on October 
4, 2025 at 12:00 P.M., FULL HOUSE 
SELF STORAGE at 7886 Belleville Rd., 
Belleville, MI 48111 is holding a public 
auction. Unit(s) may or may not include 
the following items: household items, 
recreational items, appliances, furniture, and 
other miscellaneous items.
1419 & J616, Cornell Fox; M567, Jennifer 
Miller; E216 & 1418, Devona Johnson; S953, 
Chanel Johnson; M569, Adam McNabb; 
N810 & O715 & S962, Terry Booth; H368, 
Ryan Jones; I427, Marcus Perry; Q909, 
Martha Daniels; G458, Jazmene Long; L500 
& L501, Lisa Clark.

Publish: Sept. 18, and Sept. 25, 2025 

MULTI-FAMILY SALE. Some furniture, 
kids clothes. Just too much to mention. 
September 26 & 27.  39236 Wade, 
Romulus. 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.                        9/25

------------
3-FAMILY SALE.  13886 Haggerty, south 
of Huron River Drive. Saturday & Sunday, 
September 27 & 28. Lots of good stuff. 
9 a.m. – 5 p.m.                           9/25

------------

ALUMINUM BOAT LIFT 96” wide with 
2 bunks  $400.  (313) 801-7555          9/25

------------
COMPLETE KING BED, 6 drawer 
dresser & 5 sets of sheets. $450. 
(734) 502-8122                           9/25

------------
WESTERN SNOWPLOW- 7 ½’. 
$500 OBO. (734) 417-3233          10/9

------------
FOOD GRADE BARRELS Plastic 
& metal.  Inventory & pictures at 
www.mattsbarrels.com, call or text
(734) 474-5981. Located in Willis.  9/25

------------
FENCE BOARDS 2 x 6 and 2 x 8, 
reasonable. (734) 461-1414 HAY, 
round bails (708) 646-7595             12/18

------------
YORKIE PUPPY SALE! All vet-checked 
Yorkie pups only $899 for a limited time. 
Also, Shorkies, Yorkiepoos, Corgis, & 
other happy puppies. Affordable, locally-
bred, and guaranteed. See available pups 
at  petcitypets.com. Ypsilanti. Come see 
the difference.  (734) 487-0800          10/9

------------

WINTER PROJECT – 2002 Ford 
Mustang, 3.8 V-6. $1,000 OBO. 
Text (586) 201-0658 for pics and 
information.                                                        10/9

------------
1993 LINCOLN TOWN CAR. Florida 
owned, immaculate inside and out, 
very low milage. $7,500 O.B.O. 
(734) 695-0819                             9/25

------------
2008 CHEVY COBALT LS 2 DR.  
Small engine, low miles. $2,750 O.B.O. 
(734) 695-0819                         9/25

------------
1999 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL 
immaculate, inside, and out, very clean, 
no rust.  Tennessee owned. Must see. 
$6,500 O.B.O.  (734) 695-0819        9/25

------------
2011 JEEP LIBERTY Stationwagon. 
Immaculate inside and out. Private owner. 
$6,500.  (734) 695-0819                        9/25

------------

LOOKING TO TRADE a full-size bed for 
2 twin size beds (734) 695-0819           9/25

------------
FIREWOOD & KINDLING. You cut. 
(734) 941-9567                                      9/25 

------------
FREE FILL. Delivery available. 
(734) 697-1183. Yost Sand & Gravel. 
Belleville.                              TFN

------------

------------
VENDORS NEEDED for 2025 Applefest 
at St. Paul Lutheran Church-New Boston. 
Dates are Oct. 4 & 5. Applications are 
available at the Church office. Please 
call (734) 753-9048 for questions/details 
or to have an application mailed.      9/25

------------
WANTED – ANY SIZE MEN’S JEANS 
for the homeless. Please drop off at 
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Drive. 
(734) 697-5600                           TFN

------------
WANTED – SMALL CONTAINERS 
of shampoo, toothpaste, etc. to take 
to homeless in Detroit. Drop off at 
Bladez’s. 601 E. Huron River Dr. 
(734) 697-5600                           TFN

------------

------------
EXPERIENCED TEACHER available 
for tutoring. Montessori based, 
reasonable rates, K – 3rd grade. Call Kelly 
(734) 223-6543                           9/25

------------
INTERIOR / EXTERIOR 
MAINTENANCE. Painting, roof 
leaks, cleaning & gutter repairs, 
landscape maintenance, and power 
washing.  (734) 796-3628           10/16

------------
A-1 QUALITY MOBILE HOME 
SERVICE. Licensed over 50 yrs. Seniors, 
Veterans, 1st Responders & Educators 
10% off. (734) 397-2615              12/25

------------
DEPENDABLE LAWN SERVICE. 
Commercial & residential lawn cutting,  
aerating, mulch, shrub trimming, fall 
clean-up. De-thatching, sod & seeding. 
(734) 587-2410 or (734) 693-4712   12/11

------------
RANDY’S HANDYMAN SERVICE. 
Specializing in power washing, painting, 
mobile homes & other home repairs. 
(734) 306-8909                             10/09

------------
LARRY’S HANDYMAN SERVICE.
No job too small. Interior/exterior painting, 
wallpaper, plumbing, powerwashing 
& carpentry. (618) 267-7774        10/02

ANGUS COW HELPER. Part time, 
afternoons, large animal experience 
preferred. Located in Sumpter. Steady 
work must be reliable. $13/hr., Text (313) 
648-6263                                                9/25

------------

HELP WANTED
PUBLISHER'S NOTICE:

   All real estate advertising in this newspaper is subject to the Fair      Housing Act which makes 
it illegal to advertise "any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race, color, religion, 
sex, handicap, familial status or national origin, or an intention, to make any such preference, 
limitation or discrimination." Familial status includes children under the age of 18 living with 
parents or legal custodians, pregnant women and people securing custody of children under 18.
   This newspaper will not knowingly accept any advertising for real estate which is in violation 
of the law. Our readers are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this 
newspaper are available on an equal opportunity basis. To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. The toll-free telephone number for the hearing 
impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

Notice to Advertisers:
The Belleville-Area Independent will not be liable for failure to publish an ad as requested or for more than 
one incorrect insertion of an advertisement. In the event of any error or omission in printing or publication 
of an advertisement, you must notify us within five days of publication or on the date of insertion, if an ad is 
scheduled as part of a package, so there is time to correct subsequent publications. The Independent’s liability 
shall be limited to an   adjustment for the cost of the space occupied by the error with a maximum liability being 
cancellation of the cost of the first incorrect advertisement or republication of the corrected advertisement. Under 
no circumstances shall the Independent be liable for consequential damages of any kind.

   • Monday, Oct. 6 – Belleville City Council, 
6:30 p.m.
   • Tuesday, Oct. 7 – Van Buren Township 
Board of Trustees, 6 p.m., and workshop at 5 
p.m. as needed
   • Wednesday, Oct. 8 – Van Buren Township 
Planning Commission, 5:30 p.m. 
   • Thursday, Oct. 9 – Keystone Academy 
School Board, 5 p.m. Also, Sumpter Township 
Planning Commission, 6 p.m. Also, Belleville 
Planning Commission, 6:30 p.m.
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Things to do in the
Belleville area...

    • Thursday, Sept. 25 – Dine to Donate 
to the Belleville High School Class of 2026 
Senior Party to be held at the end of the 
school year. Get lunch, dinner, or late-night 
snack at the Red Robin, 3797 Carpenter 
Rd., Ypsilanti. Take-out is included. You 
must mention you are supporting the 
fundraiser for it to be counted toward the 
BHS sales.
    • Friday, Sept. 26 – The Romulus VFW 

Post, 39270 W. Huron River Dr., Romulus, 
will serve Taco Margaritas from 5 to 7 p.m. 
Public is welcome.
    • Saturday, Sept. 27 – Romulus High 
School Class of 1975 is holding its 50-
year reunion from 6:30 to 10:30 p.m., with 
dinner at 7 p.m., at the Romulus VFW, 
39270 Huron River Dr. $40 per person/$75 
per couple. Contact Peggy Staten for 
information, (734) 740-0647.
    • Sunday, Sept. 28 – Angel Food 
Catering is holding its 2025 craft show/
corn and cider fest. It will be held in Angel 
Food Catering’s garage at 44850 N. I-94 
Service Dr., Van Buren Township. It will 
take place from noon to 5 p.m.

    • Thursday, Oct. 2 – Belleville Area 
Chamber of Commerce annual State of 
the Community Breakfast, 9-11 a.m., Van 
Buren Community Center, 46425 Tyler Rd. 
Learn what is going on in the tri-community 
from local leaders. Register at https://
www.zeffy.com/en-US/ticketing/state-of-
thecommunity-breakfast . Information at 
(734) 377-4195 (text is best).
    • Sunday, Oct. 5 – Bugles Across 
America starts at 7:15 p.m. at the Veterans 
Memorial on High Street on the lake in 
Belleville. A brief ceremony honors all 
those who are serving or have served in 
the military, put on by the VFW and PLAV. 

The event includes a salute to the flag, 
singing of the “National Anthem” and a 
bugle playing “Taps.”
    • Friday, Oct. 10 – The Bash at 
Lifepointe Church, 45170 Hull Rd. A 
family alternative to Halloween. There 
will be inflatables, games, music, hayrides, 
bonfire, trunk or treat, cider and donuts, 
walking tacos and lots of candy.
    • Saturday, Oct. 11 – Harvest Fest and 
Harvest Market at the Fourth Street Place 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Hosted by the CBC, 
the library, and museum. Lots of free 
things for the kids and the market has food, 
crafters, and non-profits.    
• Saturday, Oct. 11 – Michigan Flight 
Museum presents a fundraising Hangar 
Party Korean War Dance from 5-8 p.m. 
at the Roush Aeronautics Center, 48075 
Tyler Rd., Van Buren Township, at Willow 
Run Airport. Live big band, dance lessons, 
food and drinks. Admission, $85. See the 
magnificent C-47 up close.
    • Thursday, Oct. 16 – Third Thursday 
in the Ville is from 5 to 8 p.m. when popup 
crafters are in the Fourth Street Square 
and inside retail businesses in downtown 
Belleville. It’s the Third Thursday of each 
month, from March through December.
    • Thursday, Oct. 16 – Spayghetti No 
Balls Dinner. Join FMAR for this annual 
spayghetti tradition. Play your part in 
reducing pet overpopulation, while eating 
the best spaghetti around. Proceeds 
directly benefit the spay and neuter of 
FMAR animals. 5 - 8p.m. at FOE Van 
Buren  Eagles, 9961 Beck Rd. Belleville, 
MI 48111. Adults $15, kids 12 and under 
$10. Cash bar, bake sale, raffles. Meat & 
vegetarian options available.
    • Saturday, Oct. 18 – Costumed Monster 
Mutt Walk on the Fourth Street Place from 
noon to 2 p.m. Costumed dogs compete for 
medals and then take a walk around the 
block.
    • Saturday, Oct. 18 – Halloween Roller 
Skating Party. Bake sale, costume parade, 
adoptable dogs! 10:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. $10 
pre-sale; $12 at the door. Price includes 
skate rental. Costumes welcome.
    • Saturday, Oct. 18 – Faith Community 
Church Fall Festival, 6-8 p.m., 840 E. 
Huron River Dr., Belleville. Trunk or 
Treat, hayride, games, bounce house, Bible 
story, food truck, and lots of candy. Take 
part in raffle. All proceeds help fund the 
future youth center.
    • Saturday, Oct. 25 – Sumpter Parks and 
Recreation Trunk or Treat event 6-8 p.m. at 
the community center.
    • Thursday, Oct. 31 – Halloween 
Downtown, 5-7 p.m. A costume contest is 
at 6 p.m. at the Fourth Street Square;
    • Sunday, Nov. 2 – Bugles Across 
America starts at 7:15 p.m. at the Veterans 
Memorial on High Street on the lake in 
Belleville. A brief ceremony honors all 
those who are serving or have served in 
the military, put on by the VFW and PLAV. 
The event includes a salute to the flag, 
singing of the “National Anthem” and a 
bugle playing “Taps.”
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Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice

Board of Trustees 
�otice of �ublic �earin� 

 

The Charter Townshi� will hold a �ublic �earin� on Tuesday 
October �, 2�25 durin� its re�ularly scheduled Board of Trustees 
meetin� at 6��� �.m. to receive �ublic comment on� 
• The 2�25 �mended and 2�26 �ro�osed �eneral �und Bud�et 
• The 2�25 �mended and 2�26 �ro�osed �ater��ewer �und 

Bud�et 
• The 2�25 �mended and 2�26 �ro�osed ��ecial Revenue 

�unds Bud�ets 
�. �owntown �evelo�ment �uthority ����� 
2. �ocal �evelo�ment �inance �uthority ������ �und 
�. �andfill �und 
4. Belleville �rea �useum 
5. ������� �ervice �und 
6. �ederal �orfeiture �und 
�. �tate �orfeiture �und 
�. �on� Term �ebt �und 
�. Ca�ital �m�rovement �und 

The �ro�erty ta� milla�e rate �ro�osed to be levied to su��ort the 
�ro�osed bud�et will be a sub�ect of this hearin�. 
Co�ies of the �mended, �ro�osed and ��ecial Revenue �unds will 
be available at the Clerk’s Office 46425 Tyler Rd., Van Buren 
Townshi�, �� 4���� one week �rior to the �ublic hearin� and is 
available on the Townshi� website vanburen�mi.or�.  
 

�n Com�liance with the �merican with �isabilities �ct, reasonable 
accommodations will be made with advance notice to the Clerk’s 
Office 46425 Tyler Rd., Van Buren Tw�., �� 4���� ���4� 6������� 

 

�osted� �����25 
�ublished� ��25�25 

Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN

BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 
MINUTES -- September 16, 2025

Supervisor McNamara called the meeting to 
order at 6:00 p.m. in the Board Room. Present: 
Supervisor McNamara, Treasurer Budd, Clerk 
Wright, Trustee Kelley, Trustee Martin. Absent/
Excused: Trustee Boynton and Trustee Frazier. 
Others in attendance: Deputy Supervisor 
Selman, Recording Assistant Beaudry, Director 
of Parks Locke, Director of Recreation Gerhart, 
Deputy Director of Community Services 
Dohring, Director of Public Services Luckett, 
Director of Municipal Services Akers, Director 
of Water and Sewer Lawrence, Director of 
Human Resources Sumpter, and an audience of 
three.
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF THE 
AGENDA: Supervisor McNamara outlined the 
items appearing on the agenda.
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA: Budd 
moved, Martin seconded to approve the 
amended agenda moving the Closed Session 
to after Board Comment Non-Agenda Items. 
Motion Carried.
ADOPTION OF THE CONSENT AGENDA: 
Kelley moved, Martin seconded to approve the 
Consent Agenda: Board Meeting Minutes of 
September 2, 2025, Prepaid List of September 
4, 2025, Prepaid List of September 11, 2025, 
Voucher List of September 16, 2025. Motion 
Carried.
PUBLIC HEARING: None
C O R R E S P O N D E N C E /
ANNOUNCEMENTS/PRESENTATIONS: 
On Friday, September 26 the VBC will be 
hosting a free family friendly Movie on the 
Plaza from 7 p.m. until 10 p.m.; the VBC is 
hosting free fitness classes from September 
30-October 2 for members to try out; and the 
Township is using new AI software to map out 
potential improvement plans to the water/sewer 

system.
PUBLIC COMMENT (Unfinished and New 
Business): None.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None.
NEW BUSINESS: Kelley moved, Martin 
seconded to approve All Policy Updates 2025: 
Travel, Purchasing, Credit Cards, Policies and 
Procedures, and Salaried Benefits. Motion 
Carried.
Budd moved, Kelley second to approve the 
Haggerty Park Improvement project, not to 
exceed $200,000 from Building and Grounds 
Capital Outlay 101-265-971-000. Motion 
Carried.
Wright moved, Martin seconded to approve 
a proposal from Progressive Companies to 
complete a Limnological Assessment of 
Belleville Lake for a cost of $13,880. Motion 
Carried.
REPORTS: None.
PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA 
ITEMS: None.
BOARD COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA 
ITEMS: None.
CLOSED SESSION: Budd moved, Kelley 
seconded to go into closed session pursuant 
to MCL 15,268(c) for strategy and negotiation 
session connected with the negotiation of a 
collective bargaining agreement at 6:32 p.m. 
Roll Call Vote. Yeas: McNamara, Wright, Budd, 
Kelley and Martin. Nays: None. Absent: Frazier 
and Boynton.
Budd moved, Martin seconded to adjourn the 
Closed Session at 7:21 p.m.
Martin moved, Kelley seconded to reconvene 
the Board Meeting at 7:22 p.m.
ADJOURNMENT: Budd moved, Wright 
seconded to adjourn the meeting at 7:23 p.m. 
Motion Carried.	
Leon Wright, Township Clerk 	
Kevin McNamara, Supervisor
Publish: September 25, 2025

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Editor Emeritus

   Gerlad Kudakwashe Garaba of Van 
Buren Township was found not guilty of 
domestic violence by a 34th District Court 
jury on Friday and the case against him 
was closed. Judge Lisa Martin presided.
   He was charged with domestic violence 
the night of July 26-27 in Van Buren 
Township and was video-arraigned in 
custody on July 29. Personal bond was 
$1,000. A remote pretrial was set for Aug. 
6 and then adjourned to Aug. 20 at the 
request of the defense attorney’s wish to 
seek discovery.
   On Sept. 19, the defendant’s wife 
Elizabeth Garaba was called by Wayne 
County Prosecutor Jacob Lekki as a 
witness. She testified her husband threw a 
lighted candle at her and there was dry wax 
on the clothes over the right side of her 
hip. She said he also threw a wooden box 
holding a deck of cards at her and an apple.
   Van Buren Township patrol officer Dan 
Svabik testified he was dispatched to the 
home on Basswood Circle to investigate a 
“domestic” and sometimes domestic calls 
turn out to be just arguments. He said there 
was dry wax on the wife’s hip and wax 

34th District jury finds Garaba not guilty of domestic violence
on the floor of the deck. He testified the 
wife smelled of alcohol and the defendant 
didn’t. He said he saw no burns on her. He 
said in the state of Michigan you have to 
arrest the aggressor, so he did.
   Retained attorney Daniel T. Geherin 
cross-examined Elizabeth and she said she 
didn’t seek treatment for a burn and had no 
pictures to prove injury.
   Gerherin called witness Emyleye Garaba, 
who has been married to the defendant’s 
brother for 15 years, and she testified to 
the defendant’s good character and being 
a reliable person. She said Elizabeth had 
become non-reliable and so she stopped 
leaving her children with her for care.
   Gerherin then called the defendant to 
explain his background and testify about 
what happened that night. Garaba said he 
was a tax-preparer with two offices and a 
graduate of Wayne State University. He 
said he went to a concert in Detroit that 
night and came home by Uber. He said his 
wife had been drinking and she changes 
when she drinks. He said he had obtained 
the candle a year or so earlier and it was 
on a table with empty beer cans where his 
wife was on the deck and he brushed them 
off onto the floor with his arm. He testified 

that he didn’t throw any box or cards or 
apple at his wife.
   The jury of four women and two men 
came back with the not-guilty verdict in 
less than an hour.

Court Watching
Enrique Jose Cano-Hernandez

   Enrique Jose Cano-Hernandez of Ypsilanti 
was video-arraigned at 34th District Court 
while in custody on June 6 charged with 
driving while license suspended on Nov. 
4, 2019 in Van Buren Township. Personal 
bond was set at $5,000 and a remote 
pretrial for July 3.
   He also was arraigned on charges of 
receiving and concealing a stolen vehicle 
and driving while license suspended on 
June 3. Personal bond was set at $5,000 
and was present for his probable cause 
conference on June 18 from the Wayne 
County Jail. A preliminary exam in person 
was set for July 30 and the defendant 
appeared on zoom at 3:57 p.m. from the jail. 

Judge Oakley approved an adjournment 
of the exam until Sept. 3 in person at the 
courthouse.
   At that time a probable cause conference 
was set for Nov. 26 to give time for a 
possible plea.

Milaun Leigh White
   Milaun Leigh White, 23, of Southfield 
is charged with operating without security 
and driving while license suspended on 
June 22, 2025 in the city of Belleville. On 
July 23, an arraignment/pretrial was set for 
Sept. 3. He failed to appear and a bench 
warrant was issued.

Crystal Shenea Hester
   Crystal Shenea Hester of Cincinnati, OH 
is charge with operating while intoxicated 
and operating while intoxicated-3rd in 
Sumpter Township on Jan. 11, 2024. She 
was arraigned on Sept. 3, 2025 and her 
probable cause conference set for Sept. 24. 
Personal bond is $1,000.

Lauren Francis Phillips
   Lauren Francis Phillips of Van Buren 
Township is charged with two counts of 
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Van Buren Township
Police Dispatch Log

Belleville Police
Dispatch Log

Sumpter Township
Police Dispatch Log

(Continued on page 18)

There were 361 dispatch calls reported by Van Buren 
Township police this week including the following.
Sunday, Sept. 14:
   1121 – civil matter, E. Huron River Dr.
   1557 – domestic, Pebblebrook Dr.
   1812 – road hazard, W. Huron River Dr.
   1958 – neighbor trouble, Belle Pointe Dr.
   2020 – assist other dept., Buchanan St.
   2034 – threat, W. Archwood Dr.
   2143 – intrusion alarm, Morton Taylor Rd.
   2232 – 911 welfare check, Holly Ln.
   2317 – 911 welfare check, Parkwood Dr.
Monday, Sept. 15:
   0109 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Water’s Edge Ln.
   0235 – noise complaint, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   0239 – Atchinson Ford property check, Belleville
   0253 – threat, E. Archwood Dr.
   0748 – road hazard, Ecorse Rd./Belleville Rd.
   xxxx – private property/property damage accident, 
Belleville Rd.
   1042 – animal complaint, Savage Rd.
   1201 – intrusion alarm, Ash Dr.
   1207 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Westlake Cir.
   1309 – property damage accident, W. Huron River
   1340 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, S. 
Timberview Dr.
   1505 – leaving the scene of a property damage 
accident, N. I-94 Service Dr./Belleville Rd.
   1557 – breaking & entering, Denton Rd.
   1603 – disorderly, Belleville Rd.
   1630 – assist other dept., Sandlewood Dr.
   1657 – trespassing, Lohr Rd.
   1716 – civil matter, S. Ponderosa Trl.
   1711 – property damage accident, Ecorse Rd. / 
Belleville Rd.
   xxxx – animal complaint, Haggerty Rd.
   1953 – civil matter, Belleville Rd.
   1839 – domestic, Haggerty Rd.
   1947 – neighbor trouble, Rose Blvd.
   2035 – larceny from auto, Amanda Dr.
Tuesday, Sept. 16:
   0233 – welfare check, Belleville Rd.
   0246 – assist citizen, Ecorse/I-275
   0423 – intrusion alarm, Belleville Rd.
   0705 – welfare check, Park Estates Dr.
   xxxx – repossession, Borgman Ave.
   0942 – property damage accident, Michigan Ave. / 
Denton Rd.
   1122 – fraud, Buchanan St.
   1151 – animal complaint, Wabash Rd.
   1305 – domestic, Pebblebrook Dr.
   1338 – larceny from auto, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1339 – retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1339 – retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1612 – trespassing, Denton Rd.
   1625 – malicious destruction of property, Oak Ln.
   1719 – property damage accident, Rawsonville Rd. 
/ S. Grove Rd.
   1734 – animal complaint, Belleville Rd./Tyler Rd.
   1755 – mental subject, Holly Ln.
   1829 – parking complaint, Patty Ln.
   1821 – trespassing, Denton Rd.
   1919 – intrusion alarm, Belleville Rd.
   2036 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd. / 
Robson Rd.
   2105 – domestic, Holly Ln.
   2133 – property damage accident, Oak Blvd. / 
Maple Dr.
Wednesday, Sept. 17:
   0124 – noise complaint, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   0250 – domestic, N. I-94 Service Dr.
   0801 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Belleville Rd.
   0710 – animal complaint, Farm Rd./Bog Rd.
   0957 – intrusion alarm, Marlowe Ave.
   xxxx – private property impound, N. Prairiegrass Ct.
   1054 – welfare check, Colonial Rd.
   1113 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, N. 
I-94 Service Dr./Belleville Rd.
   1146 – welfare check, Hannan Rd./N. I-94 Service
   1150 – domestic, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1207 – harassment call, N. I-94 Service Dr.
   1351 – fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1420 – ordinance violation – all 7300 MICR codes, 
Ormond Dr.
   xxxx – private property impound, N. I-94 Service 

   1435 – fraud, Hamilton St.
   1446 – ordinance violation – all 7300 MICR codes, 
McKinley St.
   1632 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Belleville Rd.
   1710 – civil matter, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   xxxx – intrusion alarm, Haggerty Rd.
   1842 – civil matter, S. Ponderosa Trl.
   xxxx – misc. complaint, Tyler Rd.
   2115 – family trouble, Savage Rd.
   2137 – intrusion alarm, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   2316 – intrusion alarm, Belleville Rd.
   2328 – disorderly, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   xxxx – civil matter, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   2358 – property damage accident, Ecorse/I-275
Thursday, Sept. 18:
   0050 – intrusion alarm, Haggerty Rd.
   0105 – animal complaint, Westlake Cir.
   0219 – unauthorized driving away of auto, 
Parkwood Dr.
   0601 – animal complaint, Ayres Ave.
   0728 – parking complaint, Van Born Rd.
   0756 – unauthorized driving away of auto, Oak Ln.
   0828 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Westlake Cir.
   0842 – welfare check, Renton Rd.
   0853 – unauthorized driving away of auto, Oak Ln.
   0921 – vehicle lockout, Parkwood Dr.
   0947 – welfare check, Van Buren St.
   1003 – property damage accident, N. I-94 Service 
Dr. / Oak Ln.
   1021 – ordinance violation – all 7300 MICR codes, 
W. Walden Dr.
   1022 – ordinance violation – all 7300 MICR codes, 
Bristol
   xxxx – repossession, Samuel Barton
   1110 – intrusion alarm, McBride Ave.
   1243 – vehicle lockout, Belleville Rd.
   1312 – intrusion alarm, Thornwood Dr.
   1322 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, S. 
Woodbury Dr.
   1338 – larceny, Belleville Rd.
   1357 – ordinance violation – all 7300 MICR codes, 
Belleville Rd.
   1520 – civil matter, Hoeft Rd.
   1832 – civil matter, Lenmoore Ave.
   1812 – threat, Rebecca Ct.
   1859 – animal complaint, Belleville Rd.
   1908 – assist fire dept., S. Ponderosa Trl.
   2030 – missing person, Oak Blvd.
   2137 – warrant arrest, Hogback Rd.
   2151 – assist fire dept., S. I-94 Service Dr.
   2154 – property damage accident, Fairbanks St.
   2312 – welfare check, S. Bellridge Dr.
   2329 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Mission Pointe
Friday, Sept. 19:
   0046 – civil matter, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   0334 – welfare check, Ecorse Rd./Anna Dr.
   xxxx – repossession, Paloma Dr.
   xxxx – repossession, Sonrisa St.
   0520 – intrusion alarm, Pond Bluff Dr.
   0614 – suicidal person, Coolidge St.
   xxxx – family trouble, Birch Dr.
   0813 – intrusion alarm, Robbe Rd.
   xxxx – warrant arrest, Tyler Rd.
   1016 – motorist assist, N. I-275/Ecorse E. I-275 
ramp N.
   xxxx – fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1057 – welfare check, Zachary St.
   1100 – private property/property damage accident, 
Rawsonville Rd.
   1114 – civil matter, Hancock Ave.
   1122 – fight, Belleville Rd.
   1147 – personal injury accident, Michigan Ave. / 
Winchester St.
   1220 – private property/property damage accident, 
Sumpter Rd.
   1407 – animal complaint, Robson Rd.
   1438 – noise complaint, Hull Rd.
   1611 – intrusion alarm, Brookside Dr.
   1736 – intrusion alarm, Madison Dr.
   1832 – civil matter, Reedgrass Ln.
   1917 – civil matter, Elwell Rd.
   2004 – PPO violation, Arlene Ln.
   2026 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Parkwood Dr.
   2029 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Hull Rd.
   2121 – assist other dept., Tyler Rd.
   2146 – noise complaint, Lake Point Blvd.
   2159 – retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
   2336 – noise complaint, Bristol

Saturday, Sept. 20:
   0031 -- property damage accident, S. Dartmoor Cir. 
/ Churchill Dr.
   0147 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Belleville Rd.
   0330 – 911 welfare check, Haggerty Rd./Van Born
   0422 – domestic, Lancaster Dr.
   0728 – welfare check, Park Estates Dr.
   0737 – intrusion alarm, Ecorse Rd.
   0821 – leaving the scene of a property damage 
accident, Michigan Ave./Denton Rd.
   0925 – warrant arrest, Cross St.
   0943 – assist other dept., Parkside Dr.
   1033 – property damage accident, Rawsonville Rd. 
/ Grove Rd.
   1042 – welfare check, Western St.
   1140 – follow up by officer, Oak ln.
   1120 – retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1207 – leaving the scene of a property damage 
accident, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1432 – neighbor trouble, Winchester St.
   1536 – neighbor trouble, S. Woodbury Dr.
   1532 – property damage accident, N. I-94 Service 
Dr./Haggerty Rd.
   xxxx – larceny, Belleville Rd.
   1842 – threat, S. Ponderosa Trl.
   1846 – disorderly, N. I-94 Service Dr.
   2011 – parking complaint, Shagbark Ln.
   1906 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Morton Taylor Rd./Robson Rd.
   2101 – private property/property damage accident, 
Maple Dr.
   1945 – parking complaint, E. Huron River Dr.
   2011 – intrusion alarm, Pond Bluff Dr.
   1951 – neighbor trouble, Stratford Dr.
   2010 – welfare check, S. Ponderosa Trl.
   2005 – juvenile complaint, Chester Ct.
   2028 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, E. 
Huron River Dr./Edison Lake Rd.
   2045 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Maple Dr.
   2126 – juvenile complaint, Martinsville Rd.
   2102 – shooting, Parkwood Dr.
   2150 – parking complaint, Westlake Cir.
   2126 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, N. 
I-94 Service Dr.
   2248 – warrant arrest, Tyler Rd.
   2207 – welfare check, Belleville Rd.
   2217 – intrusion alarm, Haggerty Rd.
   2228 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Sumpter Rd.
   2308 – suicidal person, Tyler Rd.
Also, on this log are 175 traffic stops, 11 of which are 
on the I-94 and I-275 freeways.

Sunday, Sept. 14:
   1454 – assist fire dept., Henry St.
   1930 – traffic offense, Main St./High St.
   2014 – family trouble, N. Liberty St.
   2207 – welfare check, Loza Ln.
Monday, Sept. 15:
   0731 – accident, E. Huron River Dr./Main
   1116 – motorist assist, Hull/Elwell
   1549 – assist fire dept., Menlo Park Dr.
   1722 – motorist assist, Sumpter Rd.
Tuesday, Sept. 16:
   1508 – parking complaint, Sumpter Rd.
   2233 – assist other dept., W. Columbia Ave.
Wednesday, Sept. 17:
   0032 – assist fire dept., Carmell St.
   1147 – juvenile complaint, W. Columbia
   1147 – juvenile complaint, Victorian Ln.
   1451 – assist citizen, W. Columbia Ave.
   2058 – assist fire dept., Carmell St.
   2146 – 911 welfare check, Savage Rd.
   2319 – animal complaint, W. Columbia
Thursday, Sept. 18:
   0709 – assist fire dept., Anaheim St.
   1032 – parking complaint, High St.
   1436 – assist other dept., N. Liberty St.
   1505 – assist fire dept., N. Liberty St.
   1654 – misc. complaint, Church/W. Columbia
   2023 – welfare check, Main St.
Friday, Sept. 19:
   0327 – welfare check, Main St.
   0833 – juvenile complaint, W. Columbia Ave.
   1019 – assist fire dept., E. Columbia Ave.
   1142 – repossession, S. Industrial Park Dr.

Sunday, Sept. 14:
   0302 – flee & elude police, Rawsonville/Bemis
   1616 – mental health call, Nevada St.
   1714 – animal complaint, 19000 bl. Sumpter
   1824 – ORV complaint, 20000 bl. Wilmot Rd.
   1836 – 911 hangup, 48000 bl. Sully Dr.
   1852 – welfare check, 26000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1905 – shots fired, Oakville Waltz Rd./Martinsville
   1909 – disorderly person, 46000 bl. Wear Rd.
   2038 – welfare check, 21000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   2055 – mental health call, 23000 bl. Elwell Rd.
   2110 – civil matter, Magnolia Dr.
   2218 – fire dept. assist, 23000 bl. Carleton West
   2246 – fire dept. assist, Florida St.
Monday, Sept. 15:
   1042 – assist other agency, 43000 bl. Harris Rd.
   1044 – assist other agency, 19000 bl. Martinsville
   1107 – assist other agency, Sumpter/Oakville Waltz
   1554 – property damage accident, 47000 bl. Bemis
   1602 – suspicious circumstance, Wyoming St.
   1616 – citizen assist, 48000 bl. Harris Rd.
   1633 – harassment complaint, Rustic Ln.
   1654 – assist other agency, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1706 – 911 hangup, Rawsonville/Judd
   1758 – alarm, 23000 bl. Sumpter
   1805 – welfare check, Nevada St.
   1914 – assault, Second St.
   1942 – animal complaint, 43000 bl. Willow Rd.
   2012 – family trouble, Rustic Ln.
   2016 – juvenile matter, 21000 bl. Clark Rd.
   2055 – welfare check, Oregon St.
   2148 – alarm, 51000 bl. Willis Rd.
   2220 – fire dept. assist, 45000 bl. Arkona Rd.
Tuesday, Sept. 16:
   1051 – follow-up investigation, out of the township
   1144 – welfare check, Carriage Ln.
   1146 – welfare check, 43000 bl. Harris Rd.
   1455 – civil matter, 22000 bl. Haggerty
   1801 – fire dept. assist, Texas St.
   1815 – family trouble, 21000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1933 – traffic complaint/hazard, 44000 bl. Willis
   2201 – suspicious circumstance, Birch Dr.
Wednesday, Sept. 17:
   0025 – suspicious person, Rawsonville/Willis
   0955 – civil matter, Rustic Ln.
   1213 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1240 – assist other agency, 45000 bl. Dunn Rd.
   1807 – alarm, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1945 – mental health call, Birch
   1953 – 911 hangup, 24000 bl. Sherwood Rd.
   2024 – family trouble, 26000 bl. Karr Rd.
Thursday, Sept. 18:
   0042 – citizen assist, Oregon St.
   0122 – 911 hangup, 45000 bl. Harris Rd.
   0434 – family trouble, 44000 bl. Wear Rd.
   0612 – 911 hangup, Carriage Ln.
   0942 – juvenile matter, 50000 bl. Willis
   1014 – fire dept. assist, 44000 bl. Clay Rd.
   1348 – 911 hangup, 44000 bl. Clay Rd.
   1355 – fire dept. assist, Magnolia Dr.
   1411 – follow-up investigation, Magnolia Dr.
   1610 – alarm, 22000 bl. Elwell Rd.
   1834 – welfare check, Arizona St.
   1844 – citizen assist, 46000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1923 – suspicious person, Willis Rd./Wilmot
   1949 – fire dept. assist, 48000 bl. Willis Rd.
   2002 – 911 hangup, 48000 bl. Sully Dr.
   2054 – traffic complaint/hazard, Rawsonville / 
Bemis
   2156 – mental health call, Nevada St.
Friday, Sept. 19:
   0651 – family trouble, Birch Dr.
   1235 – civil matter, 45000 bl. Wear Rd.

   1300 – intrusion alarm, Bay Pointe Dr.
   1705 – vehicle lockout, E. Huron River Dr.
   1830 – fraud, South St.
Saturday, Sept. 20:
   0023 – welfare check, Main St./E. Huron River Dr.
   0806 – parking complaint, W. Waterbury Ct.
   1239 – assist fire dept., W. Columbia Ave.
   1535 – assist fire dept., Sumpter Rd.
   2007 – assist other dept., W. Columbia Ave.
   2147 – welfare check, Carmell St.
   2344 – assist citizen, W. Columbia Ave.
There are 87 reports on this week’s log, 51 of which 
are traffic stops.
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Sumpter Township
Police Dispatch Log

   1502 – larceny report, 22000 bl. Bohn Rd.
   1502 – family trouble, 45000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1531 – personal injury accident, Willis/Rawsonville
   1627 – suspicious circumstance, 28000 bl. Sherwood
   1643 – alarm, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1848 – noise complaint, 46000 bl. Dunn Rd.
   2058 – 911 hangup, Hampshire Dr.
   2059 – family trouble, Vermont St.
   2238 – felony warrant arrest, Sumpter/Bemis
   2325 – neighbor dispute, 45000 bl. Dunn Rd.
Saturday, Sept. 20:
   0151 – family trouble, Magnolia Dr.
   0209 – fire dept. assist, Rustic Ln.
   0410 – family trouble, Tamarack Dr.
   0508 – fire dept. assist, 43000 bl. Harris Rd.
   0730 – assault, New Mexico St.
   0830 – 911 hangup, 48000 bl. Sully Dr.
   1026 – follow-up investigation, 26000 bl. Sumpter
   1123 – follow-up investigation, 46000 bl. Willis
   1226 – suspicious circumstance, 25000 bl. Sumpter
   1315 – suspicious circumstance, Hampshire Dr.
   1408 – follow-up investigation, 50000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1427 – follow-up investigation, 50000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1501 – alarm, 20000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1608 – family trouble, 21000 bl. Clark Rd.
   1611 – juvenile matter, Edgewood Dr.
   1629 – 911 hangup, 21000 bl. Elwell Rd.
   2011 – suspicious circumstance, 8200 bl. Oakville 
Waltz
   2112 – felony warrant arrest, Rawsonville/Bemis
   2209 – 911 hangup, Virginia St.
   2301 – animal complaint, 48000 bl. Willis Rd.
Also on this week’s log were 186 patrol checks, 83 
traffic stops and 17 misc. details.

felonious assault (assault with a dangerous 
weapon) and one of domestic violence on 
July 18 in Van Buren Township. She was 
video-arraigned in custody on July 18 and 
a probable cause conference set for July 
30. Personal bond is $5,000. On July 30, 
the defendant was in the hospital so the 
probable cause conference was adjourned 
until Sept. 3. She was still in a treatment 
center so the probable cause conference 
was adjourned until Oct. 8.

Jeremy Daniel Schuh
   Jeremy Daniel Schuh, 44, of Ypsilanti 
is charged with receiving and concealing 
stolen property on Sept. 13, 2024 in Van 
Buren Township. He was scheduled for a 
remote arraignment/pretrial on Aug. 6, but 
he failed to appear. A show-cause hearing 
was set for Sept. 3. He failed to appear so a 
bench warrant was issued.

Kaleal Darnell Smith
   Kaleal Darnell Smith of Detroit is 
charged with malicious destruction of 
personal property less than $200 on June 
9 in Sumpter Township. He was arraigned 
on June 12 and personal bond set at $500. 
An in-person pretrial was set for July 30 
and the defendant failed to appear. A bench 
warrant was issued. A show-cause hearing 
was held Aug. 6 and then a pre-hearing 
held Sept. 3. 
   A final pretrial was set for Oct. 22 and the 
complaining witness must appear.

Simone Alexandria Moore
   Simone Alexandria Moore of Sumpter 
Township on Sept. 9 was sentenced to a fine 
of $1,250 for pleading guilty to a charge 

Court Watching
(continued from page 16)

of operating while visibly impaired on 
March 3 in Sumpter Township. This charge 
was reduced from the original charge of 
operating while intoxicated. She also must 
have alcohol education within 30 days and 
will be on probation for 12 months.

Rayshaun Anthony Jackson
   Rayshaun Anthony Jackson of Detroit 
was fined $1,250 for pleading guilty to a 
charge of operating while visibly impaired, 
reduced from the original operating 
while intoxicated on Feb. 14 in Sumpter 
Township. He must have alcohol education 
within 30 days and be random tested two 
times a month. There are 12 months of 

probation.
Rhonda Irene Sullivan

   Rhona Irene Sullivan of Belleville on 
Sept. 9 was fined $750 for pleading guilty 
to a charge of operating while visibly 
impaired on Feb. 9 in Sumpter Township. 
This was reduced from the original charge 
of operating with a blood alcohol content 
of .17 or more. She must have 24 hours of 
alcohol education within 60 days.

Dakota Robert Stubbs-Crossley
   Dakota Robert Stubbs-Crossley of 
Maybee on Sept. 9 was sentenced to a fine 
of $1,390 for pleading guilty to operating 
while visibly impaired on Nov. 28, 2024 

in Sumpter Township. This is reduced 
from the original charge of operating with 
blood alcohol content of .17 or more. 
He has 18 months of probation and a 
delayed sentence. Testing will be through 
Washtenaw and he must do 48 hours of 
community service within 90 days.
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For Classified Advertising, Display Advertising or News Tips. 
One call does it all: 734-699-9020
The Belleville-Area Independent

$3 OFF
Total Purchase
of $15 or more

With this coupon. Cannot combine with
any other offers or promotions.

1 coupon per customer. Exp. 10/30/25

$5 OFF
Total Purchase
of $25 or more

With this coupon. Cannot combine with
any other offers or promotions.

1 coupon per customer. Exp. 10/30/25

$7 OFF
Total Purchase
of $40 or more

With this coupon. Cannot combine with
any other offers or promotions.

1 coupon per customer. Exp. 10/30/25

20% OFF
Any

Lunch Orders

With this coupon. Cannot combine with
any other offers or promotions.

1 coupon per customer. Exp. 10/30/25

Valid
10am to 2 pm

Independent photo by Paul W. Henning
A crowd of local residents attended the Sept. 18 public meeting and the required public hearing held at Wayne County Community College in Van Buren Township. The meeting was 
hosted by the Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) and the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to give community members a chance 
to learn about and provide input on the operating license for the hazardous waste storage and disposal facility on the North I-94 Service Drive. The public has until Oct. 31 to offer 
input before officials plan to approve the license. Above, Jim Chudzinski of Belleville speaks about the many people who live around the landfill that are endangered by its contents 
and its growth.
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CALL: (734) 697-9161
ONLINE: ATCHINSON.NET

DONATE 10+ 
NON-PERISHABLE
ITEMS, RECEIVE A

DETROIT LIONS POSTER!
While supplies last. One poster per customer. Food drive items must be unexpired,

undamaged, and unopened. No glass please. 

WELCOME,
MAURICE HOUSTON!

WORLD’S 
LARGEST DEALER 

FOOD 
DRIVE

DONATE AT: 
9800 BELLEVILLE RD, BELLEVILLE, MI 48111 

DONATE AT: 
9800 BELLEVILLE RD, BELLEVILLE, MI 48111 SEPT. 15TH-25TH

WORLD’S 
LARGEST DEALER 

FOOD 
DRIVE

WORLD’S 
LARGEST DEALER 

FOOD 
DRIVE
SEPT. 15TH-25THSEPT. 15TH-25TH

CALL: (734) 697-2349

GLENN SILVENIS
www.MrSold.com418 Main Street

Belleville, Michigan 48111 SELL PHONE (734) 740-3000
Office (734) 699-4000email: mrsold@mrsold.com

website: mrsold.com

CROSSROADS III

Real Trends Rankings
Top 1% Nationwide

Prior #1, #2 and #3 RE/MAX
Agent Southeastern Michigan

Mayor City of Belleville
1987-1995

WILLIS & MARTINSVILLE 1.64AC PAVED
ROAD WATER & SEWER AT STREET$65,000

84ACRES OAKVILLE WALTZ ASH TOWN-
SHIP- MONROE COUNTY. 1268 FRONTAGE
ZONED LIGHT INDUSTRIAL AND RESIDEN-
TIAL. NEAR I-275 Great Investment $795,000

GRANT & WAHRMAN 4 ACRES LT IND
BY METRO AIRPORT $250,000

3 ACRES - COMMERCIAL CORNER AT
SUMPTER AND WILLOW NOW $150,000GRANT ROMULUS 1.8 AC LT IND $29,500

*** BELLEVILLE LAKEFRONT *** 2405
RAWSONVILLE 99X328 .74 AC $99,900

WE DON’T CHARGE WHAT THE OTHER BROKERS CHARGE - NO DOCUMENT STORAGE FEES NO COMPLIANCE FEES NO JUNK FEES

3 PARCELS 22530 Bohn Road Sumpter Twp
One is 10.7 Acres at $120,000 and 2.37 Acres
at $45,000 and 1.87 at $45,000

IT’S A POSSIBLE ANYTHING! 7,000+ Square Foot Build-
ing on High Traffic Main Street. Large Rooms Everywhere
Finished Basement 6 plus Car Attached Garage. $749,000

LARGER 3 BEDROOM 1 1/2 BATH HOME. Newer Central
Air, Hardwood Floors and Big Family Room. Large 2 Car
Detached Garage, Priced to Sell at $199,900

6785 BELLEVILLE RD , VAN BUREN TOWNSHIP

39 MORROSS CIRCLE DEARBORN $25,000

CUSTOM BUILT Brick Ranch 3 Bedrooms,3 1/2 Baths,
Hardwood Floors, New Carpet, Lafada Kitchen, Finished
Basement, 3 Car Garage, Generator, New Roof. $584,500

13691 BASSWOOD, VAN BUREN TOWNSHIP
IT'S PRIVACY Plus in this secluded and large 1,761 sq ft 3
Bedroom 2 Bath Ranch with Fireplace, Deck, 2 Car Garage
and Entertainment Cabana in private back yard. $279,900

LARGE ON LAND WITH OVER 13 ACRES Featuring
3 Bedrooms, 2 1/2 Baths, Family Room with Natural Fire-
place, 2 Car Attached Garage plus Deck and More. $299,500

51105 ARKONA, SUMPTER TOWNSHIP

36928 ELLIS NEW BOSTON
THIS BRICK HOME HAS IT ALL 3,828 Total Square Feet
of finished living space, 4 Bedrooms, 3 Baths, Hot Tub, 14x27
Family Room, 2 + 1 Car Garages, On .85 Acres $414,900

28503 MARGARET LN , HURON TOWNSHIP
NOASSOCIATION FEES, Low Taxes and Move in Condi-
tion. 1 Bedroom, New plumbing, New flooring, New kitchen,
Bathroom, New water heater, 11x11 covered patio $159,900

42054 LINCOLN VAN BUREN TOWNSHIP 209 MAIN STREET, BELLEVILLE

MARIO ANN COURT ROMULUS Finest
Private Area in Romulus. Perfect location with
City Water and Sewer at the Street. $35,000

MAKE MONEY on your First Day.! Four bay coin operated
spray wash. The attached 1557 sq ft office currently leased.
Water heated by on-demand heaters, vacuums & more $325,000

1497 ECORSE YPSILANTI, TOWNSHIP


