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2-year girl dies after drowning
in pool on Fairbanks Street

On Monday at about 10:40 a.m. the Van
Buren Township Communications Center
received a 911 call reporting a possible
drowning, reports police Lieutenant
Kenneth Floro.

The Van Buren Township Police
Department, the Van Buren Township Fire
Department, and Huron Valley Ambulance
responded to Fairbanks Street in Haggerty
sub. where they found residents at the scene
providing cardiopulmonary resuscitation
(CPR) to a 2-year-old girl.

HVA and the fire department administered
advanced life support care at the scene
before transporting the patient to Corewell
Health - Wayne Hospital. The patient was
later air lifted to Corewell Health — Royal
Oak Hospital for more intensive care.

Lt. Floro reported she died Monday night.

The Van Buren Township Detective
Bureau was called to the scene to collect
evidence and conduct a follow-up
investigation. This incident remains under
investigation.

Sumpter Twp. board argues over
whether to post job in clerk’s office

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

At the regular July 22 meeting of the
Sumpter Township Board of Trustees,
there was a long argument among board
members about whether the board needed
to go out for interviews for a new full time
election clerk.

Clerk Don LaPorte wanted to promote
part-time clerk Gabriella Massel to a full-
time position and treasurer Bart Patterson
and others on the board wanted to go
through what he thought was the proper
procedure that was posting the position and
having interviews.

Trustee Matthew Oddy was absent and
excused from the meeting.

After some arguing back and forth, with
tempers flaring at times, LaPorte was
convinced to reappoint Massel as parttime
clerk for up to 90 days more while the
board members gathered the information
they wanted. The board then unanimously
passed the extension of the parttime
position.

LaPorte had been absent from the previous
meeting, but he had put an extension of
a part-time position for Massel on the

agenda. He said he was unhappy when he
saw they ignored his agenda item and took
no action at all.

Then, he said, he got to thinking about
all the work the election will take with the
new rules from the state and decided to ask
for a full-time position for Massel.

(continued on page 6)
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Independent photo by James Otzman
This is Wayne County Fair week at the fairgrounds on Quirk Road in Van Buren Township.
Apollo Johnson, left, of Livonia holds his rooster Proto and brother Xavier Johnson
holds his hen Flylite on Monday afternoon. They were getting ready for Tuesday’s 4-H
competition. Apollo and Xavier are hockey players so they named their poultry after

hockey sticks.

The Denton Road bridge

has been closed by

& ; Wayne County for
— 1,040 days as of today.
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Belleville Presbyterian Church education building goes solar

By Don Sherman
Van Buren Township

The solar energy basking Earth each
hour exceeds all the energy consumed by
industry and inhabitants for an entire year.

Given this and the availability of low-cost
flat panels capable of converting sunshine
to electricity, solar photovoltaic energy
systems are becoming more common.

The local Presbyterian Church, whose
existence dates back nearly a century, is a
recent adopter of this advanced technology.

In 1930, Henry Ford built what’s known
as a Martha-Mary chapel at his Willow
Run camp to provide a worship location
for orphaned teens. After serving church
goers through World War II, this chapel
was moved to its present location in 1979.

To update the 11900 Belleville Rd.
property for the 21 century, a modern
solar system was recently installed on the
roof of the adjoining Christian Education
(CE) building.

South-facing roofs are best for maximum
electricity generation. The south side of the
CE buildings system is also highly visible
from Belleville Road to draw inquisitive
souls to this location for worship.

Designed and installed by church member
Steven Sherman (Solar Steve) who founded
the solar enterprise Superior Energy, this
system consists of a dozen solar panels
arrayed in an attractive Z pattern.

Each Qcell panel produces 400 watts of
energy when blessed by direct sunshine,
totaling 4,800 watts. The innovative
SkipRail brackets which secure the
panels to the roof require 25% less than
the normal number of attachments. An
inverter converts direct current from the

VBT police pull 97 Ford
Mustang convertible
from Belleville Lake

On July 28, Van Buren Township Public
Safety’s Dive team recovered a red 1997
Ford Mustang convertible from Belleville
Lake near Rawsonville Road.

The vehicle was recently located and
appears to have been underwater for
several years.

The car was previously stolen so police
are seeking more information than the VIN
can provide.

If anybody has information on the vehicle
or how it ended up in the lake, contact Sgt.
Jeff Stanton at: jstanton@yvbtmi.gov .

One Call Does It All...
...At The Independent
734-699-9020

solar panels to alternating current to supply
CE building needs. During times when
the panel-produced electricity exceeds
consumption, AC current is delivered to
the DTE grid for credit.

Fitting the CE building with solar panels,
installing wiring, and inspections by
Van Buren Township and DTE for their
approvals took more than two months. The

system became active July 30.

Thanks to significant donations by
Sherman, his electrician Jim Bates,
Pegasus Solar, and Greentech Renewables,
this system’s $2,700 cost was 70%
lower than most residential installations.
Church member donations covered half
the components’ cost. Sherman expects
that electricity bill savings will offset

these costs in less than four years. His
calculations also show that BPC’s solar
system is equivalent to 2,810 trees planted
or 255 barrels of oil not consumed.

A label prominently attached to this
system’s electrical panel honors Rickard
Schaefer, a church member and Vietnam
veteran, who passed away May 3, shortly
before construction commenced.

Solar panels are now on the roof of the Christian Education building next to the Martha Marty Chapel on Belleville Road in Van Buren
Township. The chapel was created in 1930 by Henry Ford and was moved from Willow Run to its present location in 1979 to become
the Belleville Presbyterian Church.
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Editorial:
Budget woes cut
Belleville services

The budget woes in the city of Belleville
are cutting city services as the council
wrestles with the implications.

The public was first made aware of
financial problems during budget sessions
and the sudden forced resignation of the
city manager, with one council member
stating later, “We were misled.”

This week we have learned the fire
department’s duty crew that brought swift
response in the city has been discontinued.

This was the on-site crew that was ready
to respond immediately from the fire hall,
instead of residents having to wait for paid-
per-call fire fighters/EMTs to come from
their jobs or homes, which was a delay.
And, many work out of town.

Also building official Rick Rutherford,
who had been reduced to part time,
recently turned in his resignation. He was
the only city employee with the required
state certification for the post, so the city
has turned property inspections over to Van
Buren Township.

The city already had turned over dispatch/
prisoner holding to VBT, so maybe it’s
time to turn the whole city over to the
township, which has been suggested many
times over the years. The little city is right
in the center of the township.

Those who call 911 in Belleville will now
have to wait for response or wait until VBT
fire fighters/EMTs respond as backup from
the fire station on Hull Road, as they did
before the city had duty crews.

City residents are scratching their heads
over the spending of their tax dollars.

EXTRA THINGS | KNOW

Members of Veterans of Foreign Wars
Post 4434 will soon be wearing new red,
white, and blue VFW hats because they
have been named an All-American Post
and they get to wear the All-American hats
instead of the regular green ones.

At Sunday’s Bugles Across America
event at the Veterans Monument on High
Street in Belleville, VFW commander John
Blackstone announced the honor.

skksk

I asked commander Blackstone if he
had a good time in Alaska, where he was
headed last time I saw him, and he told me
he never got there. He was going to camp
for two weeks with two friends, but one
of his friend’s transmission failed on his
vehicle en-route and the other friend’s tire
blew and he didn’t have a spare.

John said he changed his destination and
visited Mount Rushmore and Yellowstone
National Park instead. But even that was
cut short when he was called home by
family to help with closing on a house.

John said there was a seven-and-a-half
hour wait for entry into Yellowstone.

It’s nice to see him back.

skksk

Also, just before the beginning of
Sunday’s Bugles Across America, Gary
Marshall of Van Buren Township presented
a special silver-colored bugler pin to Dave
Dubicki, the VFW member who served as
the bugler for “Taps” during the ceremony.

Marshall said when he was in Chicago he
lived near the VFW member who founded
Bugles Across America in 2000. His friend
Tom Day gave him some special pins to
give to buglers and he presented one to
Dubicki.

N
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\I'TIZ I | Tort-eliini... Preteen Ninja Tortoise,
crime stopper Extraordinaire here to protect
~/ and defend the citizens of Belleville

and surrounding territories | While the

\: public rests their weary eyes, the

Great Tortellini, watches by night to preserve

Founder Tom Day stated online that the
non-profit Bugles Across America was
founded in 2000 when Congress passed
legislation stating that veterans have a right
to at least two uniformed military people
to fold the flag and play “Taps” on a CD
player.

Bugles Across America was founded to
take this a step further. In recognition of
the service these veterans have provided to
their country, Day said they felt that they
each deserve a live rendition of “Taps” by
areal bugler. To this end, they actively seek
capable volunteers to provide this valuable
service to veterans and their families.

Actually Dubicki performed on a bugle
with “Taps” playing automatically.

VFW member Ross Medos, who was
post commander at the time, was the bugler
who started Bugles in Belleville, with the
first session on March 11, 2004. He also
was Michigan State Director for Bugles.

Medos played “Taps” every month for
many years and then because of his health
problems and his wife’s health, he had to
turn it over to others in the post.

It has continued for more than 21 years
each month in Belleville, with real buglers
when they are available and sometimes
with VFW members holding the horn
while it plays “Taps” by itself.

The Belleville VFW and PLAV posts
devotedly provide services at funerals with
“Taps” being played and the folding of the
American flag that had been on the casket

for veterans whose families request it.
skskk
It’s been pointed out that the city has not
had a fire chief in place since November.
skoksk
DeBuck’s Family Farm on Martz Road
in Van Buren Township announces its
Sunflower Festival will begin on Friday,
Aug. 8, and there will be a million
sunflowers in bloom. It will run weekends
only through Aug. 24. Lots of opportunities
for photos.

Besides building
your own bouquets and
more than two dozen
attractions, including
pedal cars, giant slides,
and wagon rides, there
will be lots of sweet
treats, giant milkshakes
and specialty drinks,
farm’s press notice.

There will also be education on pollinators
and the importance of supporting local
farms.

People come from great distances to
DeBuck’s and we have it right in our
backyard.

according to the

skesksk

We are informed that on Monday morning
a tire exploded and injured an employee
at Gene’s Tires next to Gene’s ice cream

stand on East Huron River Drive.
kkck
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Columbia Court
Apartments
275 W. Columbia * Belleville

For 1 Bedroom & Studio Apartments Only.
Accepting Applications for Individuals 62 & Older
H.U.D. Guidlines Apply
A Senior Facility of National Church Residences
Affordable Housing * Sec 8-202

Minutes From Shopping, Freeways & Restaurants

& 734-697-8200
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The Belleville-Area Independent

CHINA KING

45915 S. 1-94 Service Dr., Belleville

Next to the Belleville Post Office
(734) 699-1550

See our menu online at:
chinakingbelleville.com

LUNCH ¢ DINNER
FRIDAY & SATURDAY 11:00AM - 10:00PM
Best Buffet Around! SUNDAY 11:30AM - 9:00PM

DeLivery AvaiLaeLe THru UBER EATS, GRUBHUB & DOOR DASH!
BEER & WINE AVAILABLE - DRIVE-THRU PICKUP

HOTSPOT

OPEN HOURS
MONDAY - THURSDAY  1:00AM — 9:00PM

i CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS & ADVISORS
Belleville Tax & Accountin_g Service, Inc.

Fomerly Known as

Gayl Parr,
CPA

Denise W. Baker,
MSA, CPA

Susheel Saini,
CPA

Lance Sienl1.en,
CPA, CFE, CFF, CAMS

Full Service Accounting Firm for Business & Individuals
* Business Accounting & Financial Statements

Payroll Services

* Business and Personal Tax Returns

Business Advising and Start-Up Consultation

Audits, Reviews & Compilations Visit our website

Call Us Today!
(734) 697-8000

All major credit cards accepted 152 Main Street

TR vosicrcar R = (in The Professional Building)
self’le Belleville, Ml 48111

Taste of Belleville after
Bridge Walk on Aug. 21

To the editor:

The Belleville Central Business
Community is looking forward to a
delightful Taste of Belleville on Thursday,
Aug. 21, from 6 to 8 p.m. at Horizon
Park on High Street following the Annual
Bridge Walk that begins at 5:30 p.m. from
the Gateway sign.

In addition to the City of Belleville,
presenting sponsors for the Taste are
Alicia McGovern - Edward Jones,
BellevilleMain, LLC, Jack Demmer Ford,
The Butcher Shop, and KSpringer Media
Management.

Music will begin at 6 p.m. with Unlimited
DJ in Horizon Park, and the Belleville
Area Council for the Arts will be hosting
its last Music Lakeside with Ghost Town
Marshalls taking the stage from 7 to 9 p.m.
on High Street.

At 6:30 p.m. the Belleville Rotary will
release the ducks for its annual Lucky
Ducky Race fundraiser. Tickets may still
be available that evening so stop by the
table where the big duck will be residing.

Participating in the Taste this year are:
Angel Food Catering, Applebee’s, Baan
Phad Thai, Belleville Area Kiwanis Club,
Benito’s Pizza, the BHS Robotics Team,
Confections Factory, Hungry Howie’s
Pizza, Jet’s Pizza, Johnny’s on the Lake,
Kona Ice, Rachael Lynn’s Catering,
Sweeter Days Bakery, The Butcher Shop,
Van Buren Public Schools, Wing Fellas,
and free balloon art with Sunshine &
Balloons. The menu will be published in
this newspaper on Thursday, Aug. 21, and
as always we look forward to catching
up with friends, meeting some new ones,
having delicious food, and listening to
great music.

Bill Wolters, president
Belleville Central Business Community

READ THE

NEWSPAPER ONLINE!
The Belleville-Area
Independent Website
is Online! Visit us @
bellevilleareaindependent.com

KAREN'S

A Salon \o.._

For Everyone

36968 Huron River Drive

New Boston, Michigan
Appointments & Walk-ins Welcome

7T3A4-753-9130
OpPeN: Tues.- Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-3
ANNOUNCEMENT
Karen’s Place has a new Nail Tech.
Call Lexi for an appointment today!
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Museum lecture set on
Bob-lo Island history

To Friends of the Belleville Area Museum:
This month’s lecture is “Bob-lo Island: A
History,” presented by Tyler Moll, who has
done a few lectures for us in the past. We
look forward to him joining us this time to
share his newest research project on the
history of the beloved amusement park.
The lecture will be from 6-7 p.m. on
Thursday, Aug. 28. Free pizza will be
available beforehand at 5:30! If you are
planning on joining us, please let us know
by replying.

Stop by the museum to see a new
slideshow of our collection of historical
photos of the French Landing Dam and
Belleville Lake’s 100" Anniversary, which
will be on display for the foreseeable
future. And if you haven’t already, come
get your merch for the 100" anniversary
of the French Landing Dam and Belleville
Lake before it’s gone! We are almost out of
unisex t-shirts.

Also, be on the lookout for an article 1
wrote about the 150" anniversary of the Old
Town Hall in Van Buren Today, which will
be released the week of Aug. 18! If you do
not live in Van Buren Township, you can
pick up the periodical at the township hall
and community center.

That’s all for August. We hope to see you
all soon!

Mary Utz, curator
Belleville Area Museum
Email: mutz@vbtmi.gov
(734) 697-1944

AA ' W
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Aug. 6 — Donna Hogue
Aug. 7 — Gary Marshall
Aug. 9 — Genevieve Johnson
Aug. 14 — Tyler Mercer
Aug. 15 — Beverly Armatis, Elena
Manalp, Mary Talaga, Nicholas Mitchell,
Cathe Frisch, Phillip Miller

Do you have a birthday soon? Does someone
you know have a birthday? Let us know and
we will print the name as soon as possible. For
more information, call (734) 699-9020.

To build a better
world, start in your
own community!
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Sumpter Twp.
(continued from page 1)

When board members asked for another
extension, LaPorte called out to Massel in
the audience and asked her if that was OK
with her. She said it was and LaPorte said
he was glad she didn’t just walk out of the
meeting instead.

Township attorney Rob Young gave his
opinion on the issue after the decision was
made on Massel. He said majority rules
and boards can do whatever they want to
deal with employees, apart from any union
contracts they agree to.

He said if the majority of the board
wants a hiring policy, so be it, he said.
He said the board had done away with
posting requirements but he doesn’t see it
as a mandate. “My opinion is there is no
requirement except those self-imposed and
that can be modified.”

In other business at the one hour,
25-minute meeting on July 22, the board:

* Heard former township manager
Anthony Burdick thank the board members
for signing his contract to be a consultant
to the new township manager. He said he
wanted to thank board members after their
last meeting, but they went into closed
door session and he couldn’t;

* Heard Nicole VanAssche report that 300
people came to Family Fun Day and they
had a good time. She said the Lions Club
did free vision screening for the children.
Quenten won the watermelon seed spitting
contest for 48 feet. She said the next
upcoming event is a yard sale behind the
police department as well as an indoor
craft sale in the community center from 9
a.m. to 5 p.m. Aug. 22, 23, and 24. Cost for
space is $5 for outside and $10 for inside;

» Heard Kay Harris say Canada is still
burning and she is still asking for a drone
that could pick up water from Belleville
Lake. She pointed out Sumpter is in a
forest. She also said she can’t find where
the special permit was approved for the
junkyard next to her and the yard is shipping
and receiving. She said she remembers the
gas station that was built that was supposed
to be a market. She again asked for the
township to require the junkyard to put in a
firewall because of all the lithium batteries;

* Heard a lengthy report by Finance
Director Julie Campbell, who said the
royalty payments from the landfill are two
months behind. She said the landfill said it
was a technical error on their end. She also
said this was the first read of a revision to
the purchasing policy. The revision started
five years ago and a couple of sections are
still under revision. She said the second
reading won’t be done until all the revisions
are complete and she asked board members
to send her their comments. She explained
updates to the budget and how she would
like to separate the Water & Sewer fund
into separate funds to determine profit and
loss on each and whether to increase rates;

* Heard Department of Public Works
director Ron Tabor say his department is
doing a lot of mowing because of all the
rain and weed whipping the fire hydrants.

He said copper testing of residential water
will start later this month and those in
older homes can get free testing by just
contacting the township;

* Heard township manager Ken Marten
say the board has his report in their packet
and he’s not going to read it line for line.
He said there are some additions. He said
cardio-pulmonary resuscitation training for
employees is Aug. 6 and 7 and UKG will
be up and running Aug. 4 or the following
week;

» Heard treasurer Patterson report that
there is what is called a “pension fund”
that was invested in a CD 15-20 years ago.
He will bring the question of that fund to
the board since the township is "very well-
funded on pensions”;

* Approved purchasing 11 new radios
and encrypting 16 current radios from the
police department from Digicom Global
for $54,033.60;

* Approved accepting the bid of Supreme

Belleville Area Independent/August 7, 2025

Creations for $21,656.25 for the application
of protective epoxy floor coating in the fire
department house bays and gear room;

* Approved having Hennessey Engineers
complete the water asset management plan
at a cost not to exceed $101,620;

» Approved switching from BS&A.
net to BS&A Cloud at a total price of
$83,690. BS&A will honor the price on the
agreement signed in 2024. Additional cost
includes adding the work order program to
the original quote;

» Approved paying outstanding invoices
to Diversified Excavating and Site Utilities
totaling $40,100. This was after a long
complaint by clerk LaPorte about the
quality of the invoice that gave no details
or dates, just one line with a figure. He
said he would just reject them all until
they’re done right, he said of the invoices
involved; and

* Heard attorney Young ask for the second
reading and approval of an ordinance

IMPORT AND DOMESTIC

(734) 699-3641
Fax: (734) 699-3856

112 Davis St.
Belleville, MI 48111

Towing Available
Open Weekdays 8 a.m — 5 p.m.

5

HOURS: MON-FRI BY APPOINTMENT ON

SATURDAY 11AM-3PM OPEN TO PUBL
Friends of Ml Animals Rescue
Promote a Healthy and Safe Environment for All

(Buh"lﬂp’S Cﬂﬂﬂiﬂiﬂh @h ADOPTIONS BY

Booy anp FEnpER REPAIR
CompPLETE GLASS INSTALLATION

P .= APPOINTMENT

Friends of Michigan
Animals Rescue
ot 3~

amendment on special land use that had its
first reading in November and, then, “It got
away from me.” This item was added to
the agenda at the beginning of that night’s
meeting. He told the board it had approved
the ordinance amendment in November.

According to a report in the Dec. 12,
2024 Independent, at the Nov. 26 meeting
the board approved a recommendation
from the planning commission for text
amendments to Section 3.3, Special Land
Uses, which gives the township board final
approval on Special Land Uses.

READ THE

NEWSPAPER ONLINE!
The Belleville-Area

Independent Website
is Online! Visit us @
&ellevilIeareaindependent.co@

51299 Arkona Road
Belleville, MI 48111

734-461-9458

info@friendsofmichigan.org
www.friendsofmichigan.org
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The Hair Station
(734) 796-4795

151 Main Street
Belleville MI

INQUIRE ABOUT
OUR SPECIALS!

thehairstation151@yahoo.com

48111
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Free Estimates
Service & Repair
Drain C.leamn%/[
Gas Lines & More
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Licensed & Insured
Honest & Reliable

Caleb Windiate
734.307.6418

ProPlumbing734@yahoo.com

George E.Long, III

Attorney & Counselor At Law

Federal & State Criminal

and Civil Defense

LICENSED
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DUI ¢ Wills  Probate Matters
Divorce e Social Security Disability
Notary Public

134-697-4455

321 MaiN Streer, BerLeviLe, Ml 48111  GLongLAw.com

INSURED

COMMERCIAL

\NEST BRANCH BU’LDERS

RESIDENTIAL AND

westbranchbuilders@yahoo.com

i
S
b o 4 SERVING OUR
7 COMMUNITY FOR
OVER 38 YEARS

21321 KARR RD
BELLEVILLE, Ml 48111

TIM BOWMAM

PHONE 734-476-1098

J.R's Tree Service
T34-250-3855

Free Estimate’s
Tree Bemoval
Tree Trimming
Stump Removal
Fire Wood
Lot ‘C]cgrmg
Fully Insured

Jeremy Reber Bill Arrwood
owner owner
313-363-6590

Grading, Excavating, efc.

" 49450 Judd Rd.
Belleville, MI. 48111

arrwoodconstruction@yahoo.com
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SERVING BELLEVILLE, SUMPTER TOWNSHIP &

David C S zowr
Suncral Slome

VAN BUrReN TownsHIP For OVER 41 YEARS

Live ~ Laugh ~ Love < Remember

David C. Brown, Founder ¢ Shelly A. Brown-Chudzinski, Manager

(734) 697-4500

&

www.DAVIDCBROWNFH.com

Complete Line of Monuments & Markers.

460 E. HURON RIVER DR., BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

Patronize Our Advertisers!
They are the ones who give
you this free paper!

i\
: U
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METHODIST CHURCH

Moving forward 417 Charles
in Christ together! Sunday 10am

bellevillefirstumc.org 734.697.9288

FAITH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
6020 Denton Road
Belleville, M1 48111 (734) 483-2276
www.faithchurchdenton.org
Sunday Worship at 9:30am. Bible Study &
refreshments after Worship.

va s

BELLEVILLE PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

11900 Belleville Road
Service and Sunday School
10:00 a.m.

Ridge Road Church of Christ

1770 Ridge Road, Ypsilanti, MI 48198
Sunday Bible Study 10 AM, Worship Service 11 AM
Sunday Evening Worship 6 PM and
Wednesday Bible Study 7:30 PM
www.ridgeroadcoc.org (734) 485-2930

BELLEVILLE
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
Saturday Mornings
Bible Study 10:00 Worship 11:30
89 South Edgemont
bellevillesda.com

RIVER OF LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
16650 Sumpter Rd., Belleville, MI 48111
All services are open to in person or live stream.
Sunday Morning Worship @ 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Adult, Youth & Children @ 7 p.m.
Visit rol-ag.com  (734) 699-6700

= BETHANY

810 E. HURON RIVER DR. BELLEVILLE, Ml | 734.697.7456
Sunday | Adult Bible Fellowship & Children’s Sunday
School 9:45am | Morning Worship 11am
Wednesday | Kids & Teens 6:45pm | Bible In Action 7pm
Visit bethanybiblechurch.com for more info

ST. ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH
409 W. Columbia Avenue (734) 697-1211
= Saturday Mass: 6:00pm
* Sunday Masses: 8:30am & 10:30am
* Mondays: 6:30pm Adoration
www.stanthonybelleville.com

SUNDAYS @ 10 A.M.
Connect Classes
11 a.m. Sunday Worship

WEDNESDAYS @ 6 P.M.
S.0.S. Recovery & Support Group

‘WEDNESDAYS @ 7 P.M.
Bible Study & Youth Groups

894 E. Huron River Dr.
Belleville

aith

Community Church
PEACH v

JOIN US IN PERSON, ONLINE &
FOLLOW US ON Ei

OOMBEIOT = SERNE

SOLID ROCK CHURCH BELLEVILLE
“The Whole Gospel to the

= Whole World by the Whole Church”
Come worship with us
T Sundays at 5pm

494 W. Columbia Ave.
Belleville, Ml 48111

Y

Would you like to have your Church listed in this directory?
Call Advertising Manager Janet Millard at 734-699-9020 today!

| Obituaries

LOUANN BOONE

May 7, 1956 — July 28, 2025

Age 69 of Van Buren Township. Survived
by husband Jerry Boone; children Kevin,
Brian, and Jennifer Boone; and grandchildren
Gage and Lucille. Cremation rites have been
accorded. David C. Brown Funeral Home,
Belleville. www.davidcbrownfh.com

DAVID CHARLES HOLCOMB

June 24, 1955 — July 28, 2025

Age 70, of Ypsilanti Township. Survived
by children Diane Martin and Dan Swartz,
7 grandchildren, 2 great-granddaughters, 3
siblings. Cremation rites have been accorded.
David C. Brown Funeral Home, Belleville.
www.davidcbrownfth.com

JAMES JOSEPH ‘JOE’ JONES

August 25, 1951 — July 29, 2025

James Joseph “Joe” Jones, age 73, of Sumpter
Township. Born in Arkansas. Survived by
wife Kathy Ann (Gattis) Jones and daughters
Jennifer and Julie Jones. Cremation rites have
been accorded. Arrangements by David C.
Brown Funeral Home, Belleville.
www.davidcbrownth.com

AMY JO HARKLE

February 4, 1974 — July 31, 2025

Age 51, of Sumpter Township. Survived by
husband Steven; children Joseph, Stephen,
Sophie; mother Patti Jones; brother Marvin.
Funeral at 11 a.m. Aug. 14 at Peterson Funeral
& Cremation Services, Cadillac. Local
arrangements by David C. Brown Funeral
Home, Belleville. www.davidcbrownfh.com

Upcoming Meetings

* Monday, Aug. 11 — Van Buren Public Schools
Board of Education, 7 p.m., Administration
Building

* Tuesday, Aug. 12 — Sumpter Township board
meeting, 6 p.m.

* Wednesday, Aug. 13 — Van Buren Township
Planning Commission, 5:30 p.m.

e Thursday, Aug. 14 — Keystone Academy
School Board, 5 p.m. Also, Sumpter Township
Planning Commission, 6 p.m. Also, Belleville
Planning Commission, 6:30 p.m.

CREMATION

$995.00 complete
NO Hidden Service Fees

(800) 331-5051

DUZAK Funeral &
Cremation Center, Inc.

Southeast Michigan’s Lowest
Cremation Cost Provider
Since 1977

www.duzakcremation.com
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Officer Roy Lee Graham

Sumpter police observe
40™ anniversary of
Officer Graham’s death

On July 28, 1985, Sumpter Township
Police Officer Roy Lee Graham, 33, was
killed when his patrol car was struck by a
drunk driver while responding to a call for
help from a Van Buren Township officer.

Officer Graham is the only Sumpter
police officer to be killed in the line of duty.

On July 28, the police department posted
the following on its Facebook Page:

“... We solemnly observe the 40th
anniversary of the line-of-duty death of
Sumpter Township Police Officer Roy
Lee Graham. We honor his brave sacrifice,
remembering his commitment to serving
and protecting our community. His legacy
lives on in our hearts, minds, and locations
around the township.

“Additionally, his name is engraved
on the wall of the Wayne County First
Responders Memorial in Hines Park and
the National Law Enforcement Officers
Memorial in Washington, D.C. on panel
30e, line 11.

“We pledge to remember him today and
every day.”

Michigan Flight
Museum offers free
entry to active military

As a part of the National Endowment for
the Arts and Blue Star Families, the Michigan
Flight Museum in Van Buren Township is
offering free entry to its museum through Sept.
1 to active-duty military personnel and their
families.

That includes members of the Army, Navy,
Air Force, Marine Corps, Coast Guard, as
well as members of the Reserve, National
Guard, U.S. Public Health Commissioned
Corps, NOAA Commissioned Corps, and up
to five family members. A valid military ID is
required.

The Michigan Flight Museum is located at
47884 D St., Belleville 48111, at Willow Run
Airport.

For more directions and times, visit
MIFLIGHTMUSEUM .org .
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Musings
By Janet Millard

Independent
Advertising Director §
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If you haven’t made it to the Wayne
County Fair yet there is still time to enjoy
the carnival. Thursday is their livestock
auction, Friday will have the Figure-Eight
Derby, and Saturday will close out with
Night of Destruction. School is starting
early this year so let’s plug in as much fun
as we can before it is time to settle down

skksk

Tickets are available starting this week
for the Van Buren Community Players
production of “The Odd Couple”.
Performances will be Sept. 12-14 and Sept.
19-21 with Friday and Saturday at 7:30
p.m and Sundays at 2 p.m. Be sure you
order your tickets at http:/vbtvbc@ludus.
com or call (734) 699-8921.

skksk

Looking for some family fun? Guiding
Harbor is holding a Family Fun Picnic on
Friday, Aug. 15, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at
its administration office at 525 E. Huron
River Drive. Smoke Ring BBQ food truck
will be on site with food you may purchase,
and they plan on fun things for the kids.
This will also give you an opportunity to
learn all about the impactful work Guiding
Harbor does in the community.

skksk

The annual Taste of Belleville will be
in a couple of weeks and in today’s paper
is a list of all the participants. Hope your
favorites are bringing their specialties.

skksk
Music is starting back at Harris Park from
7 to 9 p.m. on Wednesday, Aug. 13 with
“Infinity and Beyond,” a Journey Tribute
band. Love Journey!
skksk
Music Lakeside tonight at 7 p.m. on High
Street in Belleville features “Salmagundi”
playing classic Motown and Stax/Memphis
soul music. Bring your appetites for Angel
Food Catering.
skksk
Do you have a business item you would like
to see in this column? Call Janet Millard at
(734) 699-9020.

Things to do in the
Belleville area...

* Thursday, Aug. 7 — Music Lakeside in
Belleville, 7-9 p.m. Performing tonight is
Salmagundi.

* Wednesday, Aug. 13 — Mid-Week
Music from 7-9 p.m. at Harris Park, 10101
Belleville Rd. Tonight it’s “Infinity &
Beyond” Journey Tribute. Sponsored by
Van Buren Township DDA.

* Thursday, Aug. 14 — Music Lakeside
concert begins at 7 p.m. featuring Larry
Lee and the Back in the Day Band.

¢ Friday, Aug. 15 — Family Fun Picnic
presented by Guiding Harbor, 525 E. Huron

River Dr., 11 am. — 3 p.m.. BBQ food
available for purchase, drawing, painting,
crafting, outdoor games and activities,
scavenger hunt and story time. Show
your support for foster youth. For more
information contact: ghfamilyfunpicnic.
rsvpify.com .

* Friday, Aug. 15 —Eagle Riders Summer
Steak Roast at the Van Buren Eagles, 9961
Beck Rd., Van Buren Township. Starts at 5
p.m. until gone, followed by entertainment.

* Wednesday, Aug. 20 — Mid-Week
Music from 7-9 p.m. at Harris Park,
10101 Belleville Rd. Tonight it’s “Cruizin
Jupiter” Cover Band playing decades of
hits. Sponsored by Van Buren Township
DDA.

* Thursday, Aug. 21 — Third Thursday
in the Ville is from 5 to 8 p.m. when popup
crafters are in the Fourth Street Square
and inside retail businesses in downtown
Belleville. It’s the Third Thursday of each

Belleville Area Independent/August 7, 2025

month, from March through December.

* Thursday, Aug. 21 — Annual Belleville
Bridge Walk starts at the Gateway sign at
5:30 p.m., followed by Taste of Belleville
from 6-8 p.m. on High Street and Horizon
Park, also the last Music Lakeside for
the season, 7-9 p.m. Performing tonight
is Ghost Town Marshalls. The Rotary
launches its Lucky Ducky fundraiser in
Belleville Lake at 6:30 p.m.

* Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Aug.
22, 23, and 24 - Yard sale behind the
Sumpter Township police department and
vendor sales inside the community center,
9 am. to 5 p.m. Cost for space is $5 for
outside and $10 for inside.

e Sunday, Aug. 24 — Michigan Flight
Museum at Willow Run Airport presents
Open Cockpit Day from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Some of the static aircraft on display will
be opened up so you can get an inside look
at the AH-1J Cobra, F-84F Thunderstreak,

Carson’s
Power
Washing

734-624-2273
carsonspowerwashing.com

House Washing
Roof Washing
Concrete Cleaning

GO gle Local to

Exterior Cleaning That Makes You Smile

Belleville

Golf Courses
Graduations

2

Services, Inc.

Office: (734) 482-7633

PORTABLE TOILETS « SEPTIC CLEANING
LUXURY RESTROOM TRAILERS
For All Outdoor Activities

www.ParkwayServices.net

and the F-4 Phantom II. This extra feature
is included with the price of your admission
ticket. (734) 483-4030. miflightmuseum.
org

* Wednesday, Aug. 27 — End of Summer
Celebration from 5-7 p.m. at Harris Park,
10101 Belleville Rd. Flute Cocktail & the
Renegades, musical. Sponsored by Van
Buren Township DDA.

* Wednesday, Sept. 3 — Michigan Flight
Museum’s Historic Presentation Night
presents “Baseball Hall of Famers Who
Served” at 7:30 p.m. with speaker Steve
Mrozek. He is former assistant curator
at the National Baseball Hall of Fame in
Cooperstown, NY. He now is executive
director of the Selfridge Military Air
Museum and a retired Army paratrooper.
$10 per person for non-members. Museum
members: free with registration. Museum
is at 47884 D Street at Willow Run Airport.

Picnics
Construction Sites

Fax: (734) 482-7632

10% Discount for US Military/Veterans/Seniors & 1** Time Customers

(734) 583-9523
Cluttercleaners734 @gmail.com

Full Service Junk Removal
Dump Trailer Rentals
Garage/Barn Clean-Outs
Trash/Junk/Debris Removal
Material Delivery

Yard Clean-Ups, Deck/Pool/
& Jacuzzi Removal

* Storage Units

Licensed & Insured
Locally Owned

. 4
) All Insurances Welcome 4 N\
SUMPTER Lt Lifetime Guarantee
[ COLLISIOMN Onsite Rental Cars D e o r
NCE AGENCY
James Chudzinski - Owner n ) \NSU RA 6000
Kevin Schewe - Manager el i o sh Street 734-697 -
21585 Sumpter Rd. ok | TRAINED 38 ::“:me Fax 734-697-7939
Belleville, MI 48111 - See Bellevi™
" AUTO « HOME * MOBILE HOME
ﬁ 734-699- 4 758 DUANE DETLOR, CIC BOAT « BUSINESS » LIFE
sumptercollision @ gmail.com Lk /)
Decorative Curbing
Sim p le Scott Be?rd Gardenscapes
Manager/Director Concrete Work

Alternatives

Cremation ond Burkn Services

DIRECT

From $1,495

19865 Sumpter Road
Belleville, Michigan 48111

CREMATIONS IRELZEEI
= 734-699-6060

= info@simplealternatives.net

@ www.simplealternatives.net

Power Washing
Landscape Cleanups
Mulch & More

Complimentary Quotes
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Family Owned Since 1941

Moe’s Farm

20684 Sumpter Rd.

o (Next to Sumpter Fire Hall)
All of our produce is grown on site!

S[E/ASONLANL
VIE@I[E17/[BILIES

Thinking of buying or selling?

Our knowledge & Experience will guide you along the way

RON & JANE VESCHE
734.740.4165 p it [T_ilea?gta}l}
WWW.VESCHETEAM.COM pica |.

All-Star

MEDICARE HEALTH

h%aelltlzets

Whether you're hitting the
road, planning a beach trip,
or relaxing at home...
make sure your insurance is
keeping up with your life.

DENTAL+VISION SUPPLEMENTAL LIFE

We'll help keep life covered
while you enjoy the
sunshine!

=

™ -
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Independent photo by Rosemary K. Otzman

A dozen members of the planning commissions of Belleville, Van Buren, and Sumpter
met together on July 30 at the Commons of Belleville High School. They compared notes
and set out a plan for cooperative ventures in the future.

Tri-community planners meet to set
ways to work together for progress

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

At the end of a one-hour-20-minute
meeting on July 30, members of the planning
commissions of the city of Belleville and
Van Buren and Sumpter townships agreed
to set up subcommittees to work on mutual
projects.

Van Buren Township director of municipal
services Ron Akers volunteered to coordinate
the effort. He said he could send out letters to
the commission chairpersons.

Van Buren planning commission chairman
Brian Cullin said the chairpersons could put
this letter on their commissions’ agendas for
discussion.

Director Akers said the subcommittee
meetings would be for the regular members
and be left open for others to participate.
He said the meetings would be open to the
public.

Alvis Brigis, a member of the
Belleville Planning Commission, said the
subcommittees could focus on grants, the
local workforce, and lake coordination.

Members of the tri-community planners
agreed to meet again in six months at 5 p.m.,
Thursday, Jan. 29, 2026.

Attending the meeting were all seven Van
Buren commissioners, four commissioners
from the city of Belleville, and one
commissioner from Sumpter.

Nineteen people sat around a group of tables
at the Belleville High School Commons and
other observers sat at tables around the room.
Also attending were Van Buren Township
supervisor Kevin McNamara and two
township board trustees Donald Boynton and
Kevin Martin, executive director of the Van
Buren Downtown Development Authority
Merrie Coburn, and several Van Buren
employees.

Haile Brown from Congresswoman Debbie
Dingell’s office also was present.

Belleville’s interim city manager Steve
Jones gave a report about what was going on
in Belleville.

Nicole VanAssche, newly appointed to

(continued on page 10)

v=> MILTON'S

Pharmacy

- Transfer to Milton's TODAY
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Planners

(continued from page 9)

the Sumpter Planning Commission and
also chairperson of the Sumpter Parks and
Recreation committee, was Sumpter’s only
representative.

Cullin was selected to be the chairman
for the meeting, and Akers then explained a
long list of developments and projects in the
township.

Then, Supervisor McNamara added the
township is seeking a traffic light at the
South 1-94 Service Drive and Haggerty Road
to try to stop all the accidents of drivers
trying to turn left at that intersection. The
township also has been alerted that in 2027
the federal government will patch Belleville
Road between 1-94 and the Belleville Bridge.

Akers said the township applied for a
grant for sidewalks on South Street/Sumpter
Road, as discussed at the last joint meeting.
This was to be a shared project between the
township and the city, but he said they didn’t
get the grant.

He said there now are more residential
developments in the township than there has
been in the last ten years.

Cullin asked for an update on the Iron Belle
Trail and why some parts are still unfinished.
McNamara explained how the trail is being
done in sections and it is complete from
Grove Road to Van Buren Park.

He said in the next month they will cut
the ribbon between the park and Waverly
apartments, the next lap. Each section
requires a grand opening due to the different
grants involved. He said the 7.5-mile trail
through the township has five or six sections.

McNamara said another trail section is
from Pickle Park to the Denton Road Bridge.
He said the township didn’t think they’d be
able to take the trail over the bridge and so
hadn’t gotten the easements necessary. But
now the bridge will have a place for the trail.
He said it will take several years before that
link is complete.

He said they are working with Country
Walk to get a connector trail to the Iron
Belle Trail from Martinsville Road into the
subdivision.

VanAssche said Sumpter is a rural area and
its newest developments are a car wash at
Bemis and Sumpter roads and the rebuilding
of the gas station across the street. Also,
she said, the senior care center opened in

Sumpter. An auto body shop will open near
King’s Auto.

She said she wants to know how to get
grants. She said Sumpter did get a grant for
a playscape and it is finally up. She said the
three communities together are a great place
to be with each having its unique qualities.

Brigis said what Van Buren builds at the
other end of the bridge on the former DNR
property will affect the city of Belleville and
he asked for details on the project.

McNamara said they currently are getting
public engagement on proposals and 800
people participated in a public survey. Then
the township went over the findings. They
hired Fishbeck engineers who put together
two or three proposals and now they brought
two more. The board will look at the concepts
and there will be another open house. He said
it is scheduled to be built next year.

“Whatever we build will make the quality
of the community higher,” McNamara said.
He said it will increase strong housing
prices and the taxes will build wealth in the
communities. He said it will help the city of
Belleville because the city is in the center of
the township.

Brigis said the data center proposal for
just over Rawsonville Road on Textile
in Washtenaw County now has massive
opposition.

McNamara said the township met with
DTE on that and DTE committed to a five-
year plan to up the township’s power and
they are building redundancy for electrical
and gas power.

(continued on page 12)

SpeciAvizing iv Larae anp Hazarpous RemovaLs

PROFESSIONAL
TREE SERVICE

24 Hr. EMERGENCY SERVICE
Tree TrRiMMING & REmMOVAL
StumpP & SHRUBBERY REMOVAL
CRANE SERvVICE * FIREWOOD
FuLLy INsureD ¢ FREe ESTIMATES
Senior CiTizen Discount

EMERGENCIES &
BELLEVILLE AREA

Call Joe (734) 664-9285
1 0% OFF MENTION AD
Call Tom (734) 864-2243

Protect your
vehicle from
harsh winter
snow and
road salt.
Call for an
appointment
today!

OuU)

KP& T AUTO SERVICE NOW OFFERING

RUSTPROOFING
N

NH 0OIL UNDERCOATING
PROTECT THE NEW, PRESERVE THE OLD!
- CARS, TRUCKS, SUVs & TRAILERS -

99 0IERHUronRivERDIIVEES

at it's

L) Beot!

Bellevillemwl 343391572972
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WINGS. FINGERS. BURGERS. SLIDERS.
SUBS. WRAPS. SALADS.

17441 SUMPTER ROAD PE
BELLEVILLEMI, 48111  |2k7A0

CURB SIDE PICK UP AVAILABLE

o WINGFELLAS BELLEVILLE

HOURS: MON.-THUR, TOAM-8PM
FRIL TOAM-T0FPM - SAT. 12PM-10PM - SUN. 12PM-8PM

RUURZY > cooross+ GRUBHUS pertats

DOWHLOAD THE WING FELLAS APP OM THE APP STORE =

WECATERTOALL YOUR PARTY NEEDS!

3 OFF

Total Purchase !
of$15 or more |

TRY OUR

CRISPY FRIES

S WITH VARIETY
L  OFDRY

S g SEASONINGS!

20% OFF

Any
Lunch Orders
WING ™. INGS_ e
FELLAS FELLAS thamlozpm

With this coupon. Cannot combine with ' With this coupon. Cannot combine with ' With this coupon. Cannot combine with ' With this coupon. Cannot combine with
any other offers or promotions. | any other offers or promotions. ~ , any other offers or promotions. , any other offers or promotions.
1 coupon per customer. Exp. 9/4/25 1 1 coupon per customer. Exp. 9/4/25 1 1 coupon per customer. Exp. 9/4/25 1 1 coupon per customer. Exp. 9/4/25

Total Purchase !
of 25 or more |

of 40 or more

ING ™
FELLAS

WING .
FELLAS

Total Purchase E

Do You Hear But Not Understand?

DON'T MISS OUT
: ...ON THE MOMENTS
THAT MATTER MOST!

Now is the time to find out whether
the difficulties you're experiencing with
your hearing are due to hearing loss

or maybe just earwax.

Some common difficulties include:
Asking people to repeat themselves, turning up
TV volume to understand what is being said,
ringing or buzzing in the ear, and more!

On Aug 11th and Aug. 12th ONLY - Beltone is offering...

FREE Hearing Screenings with one of our hearing care professionals.

We will test your hearing to determine what degree of hearing loss you have, if any.
This exam is FREE, and you are under no obligation. As a matter of fact, after completing your
exam, we're going to give you a $20 Amazon.com Gift Card* just for coming in to see us.

WONDERING... WHAT'S THE CATCH? There is none!
We're making this offer because it is our mission to support those in our community
who are ready and willing to start their journey to better hearing.
Before fixing a problem, it needs to be evaluated.

HURRY! The $20 Amazon.com Gift Card* offer will expire 8/12/2025.
HEAR THE BELTONE DIFFERENCE. CALL NOW!

=Be] . (734) 256-4113
<= D€ to_ne Belleville | 35 Main St., Ste 101
Ann Arbor | 4076 Packard St.
Heamng Ann Arbor i 283 S. Zeeb Rd., Ste F
2 DAYS ONLY - AUG. 11th & AUG. 12th, 2025
Beltone works side-hy-side with all hearing aid insurance plans and providers.
At your appointment, we will verify all insurance benefits and discounts!

*Must complete screening and have a valid email addrass to receive card, rules and resirictions apply, see amazon.com/ge-legal. Sse office for details. Beltong 2025™
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MEET MAISY'
Maisy is a 5-year-old Mastiff mix with a heart
as big as her paws! She came to us as a
stray from Sumpter, severely underweight
and clearly having been through a lot.
But oh, how far she’s come! With time,
love, and plenty of good meals, Maisy
has transformed into a healthy, happy pup
who's ready for her forever home.

Despite her tough start, Maisy’s outlook
on life is nothing short of amazing. She’s
always wiggly with excitement to see
people and has never met a stranger-she’s
as friendly and affectionate as they come.
Her favorite things? Stuffy toys (even if
they only last a few minutes), snacks (she’s
very food motivated), and simply hanging
out with her humans.

Maisy is still learning the ropes of home
life, including potty training and basic
manners, but her eagerness to please and
strong bond with her people make her a
great student. She’s mellow by nature and
prefers relaxed exploration in the yard over
high-energy activities. While she hasn’t
quite figured out how to “play” just yet, we
can tell she’s curious and interested-and
with time, she might just become a pro!
She’s currently unsure around other dogs
but has done fine in calm playgroups,
mostly keeping to herself. If you already
have a dog at home, we're still happy to
consider a meet-and-greet to see how they
might get along. As for cats-we’re not sure
yet.

Maisy would do best in a moderately active
home, possibly with older kids and maybe
a laid-back dog sibling. Most importantly,
she needs a patient and loving family who
can help her continue her journey from
survivor to spoiled companion.

If you're looking for a sweet, soulful,
easygoing girl to share your heart and
home with-Maisy might just be your perfect
match.

Friends of Michigan
Animals Rescue
51299 Arkona Road

Belleville, M1 48111
734-461-9458
www.friendsofmichigan.org
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Kids’ Praise and Worship Team entertains Cedar Woods

The Kids Praise and Worship Team,
made up of youngsters in first through
sixth grades who attend Redemption
Bible Church in Belleville entertained the
residents of Cedar Woods on July 28.

Team members met each Monday
throughout the summer to learn praise and
worship songs using keyboards, drums,
recorders, a ukulele, guitar, and bells.

The team visited Cedar Woods assisted
living center in Van Buren Township to

FBEETEEIih"i!'rushing f
' - uugmﬂﬂﬂ Shampoo

*" & Conditioner ! ’
rA 230 value with any Full{ .-,
groom or Full bath boﬂk.nql

.lnlill "SUMMER !H!!‘-’ '

share their faith through worship songs,
scripture, and meaningful conversations
with the residents.

As a special gift, the team also painted
prayer rocks and presented them to
residents along with a gospel-centered
“Prayer Rock” poem.

The program included worship songs
such as “Your Way’s Better” (Forest
Frank), “Trust and Obey” (J. Sammis), and
“You Are My All in All” (D. Jernigan).
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WE’RE OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY, 8AM-6PM

Scott Driscoll, DVM

Schedule Your Appointment Today!
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ANIMAL MEDICAL CENTER of VAN BUREN

491 Sumpter Reoad, Belleville, Ml 48111

1T34-699-6510
www.amcvanburen.com

A NI MAL
MEDICAL

| CENTER

Keri Dasher, DVM

In addition to music, kids recited from
memory the books of both the Old and
New Testaments, along with their theme
verse: “Come, let us sing to the Lord; let
us make a joyful noise to the rock of our
salvation.” -- Psalms 95:1

The hope of the Kids Praise and Worship
Team music ministry was for kids to
experience the joy of serving God by using
their talents to bless others. The visit to
Cedar Woods was an example of this hope
in action -- encouragement, smiles, and
the love of Jesus were joyfully exchanged
between both kids and residents.

Redemption Bible Church rents space to
meet at the First United Methodist Church
in Belleville. Pastor Garrett Nimmo is lead
pastor and Nathan Brown is youth pastor.

4th Street Square ~—
and 4th Strest Ploce

Mondays 4 - 7:30 PM
Juna thru Octeber 13

Thonks to all our qumhhg Spunnm

lIJC
E{uunl Ingunangg

b4 S

124 ATCHINSON
L S~ g

OM THE LAKE
A exp
(i T
LEE TEAH
S R 20y 2ia e

I in ard jomes

R e it

Euﬁﬁnnger b e)

edia

Management dc
'|,ﬂ__|' - ﬂ.-nrrn

SOCIALHOUSE \@f

Join us for the Monday Night Main Streef Cruise Classic Car Show
June thru October 13th 5-8pm




Page 12

Planners

(continued from page 10)

Brigis said data centers are great, but
they are power-suckers, use a lot of water,
and discharge like crazy. He said they let
University of Michigan build the building
so there is no tax money generated. Also,
because of the U of M ownership it won’t be
subject to local regulations.

McNamara said the data center is considered
a privately owned post office which is exempt
from taxes. He said the township has a data
center, so he knows.

Brigis said he wanted to congratulate the
people who turned away the radioactive
waste that is now going to Texas.

“All the politicians thought that it
impossible,” McNamara said.

Belleville commissioner John Juriga said
he would like to buy the island in Belleville
Lake from Van Buren Township for a dollar,
so the city could fix the retaining wall that has
failed. The island is washing away, he said.
He said a grant from the Cozadd Foundation
could pay for the work.

He said they could put in a retaining wall
and make the island into a park.

McNamara said Van Buren is not selling
property, but the township would be happy to
work with him and Cozadd.

He said when they proposed taking down
the lake in the past, the Belleville Yacht Club
said they’d work with the township to fix up
the island. He said he got a lot of push back
on taking down the lake, and the plan was
dropped.

He said the cleanest lakes in Michigan
are regularly taken down in October and go
back up in the spring after the repairs are
complete. He said you can kill off the weeds
this way and rebuild docks.

Van Buren treasurer Sharry Budd, who sits
on the planning commission, recalled that the
township used to take the lake down. But,
then there was a move to take all the dams
down on the Huron River. The township said
the dam couldn’t be taken down because it
was needed to make electricity, so French
Landing was put back in production. Now a

firm runs it for the township.

Van Buren commissioner Medina Atchinson
asked if the dam is regularly inspected and
Akers said the state of Michigan requires
inspections twice a year and the dam is safe.

Atchinson said Up North lakeside property
was lost when a dam failed. Akers said it was
a decommissioned dam.

Belleville commission chairman Jim
Courage asked where they are going from
here with Juriga’s idea on the island.

McNamara said he will talk to his trustees
to see if they want to spend $5,000 to see
if it’s feasible. The answer belongs to the
trustees, he said, noting he only has one vote.

Atchinson said she also was concerned
about vacancies. She said Belleville, Van
Buren and Sumpter are married and many
residing in the tri-community don’t know
exactly where they live. She wanted to
know what the communities are doing about
vacancies.

“In premier communities there are fewer
vacancies,” she said, adding the communities
could do something together. She said she
called Kroger to see if she could get them
to come out, but there were not enough
rooftops.

Akers said they could make a list of
where the vacancies are and the size, like
Aerotropolis has for the township’s industrial
sites.

Van Buren Township commission vice-
chairman Jeff Jahr said in the classes he’s
had on planning he’s learned, “We can’t
make them come, but we can attract them ...
like moths to the flame.”

Brigis said the traditional business models
aren’t working. He proposed attracting tech
companies to the smaller vacant spaces
downtown.

He said since this area is near the airport,
they could set up a conference to attract tech
companies.

Near the end of the meeting a flood advisory
was heard from someone’s phone and the rain
started to fall in a torrent. Many hesitated to
go out the door to get to their vehicles, but
Van Buren commissioner Peter Creal said,
“It’s not going to get any better than this.”
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FOR RENT DEARBORN HEIGI'I'I'S

Lovely brick ranch with three i+
bedrooms, 1.5 bathrooms,
full basement and attached
garage. 1243 sq ft. Large
yard. All applicants must
provide proof of income and
credit history.
$1800 per month.
Contact Liz Slovik at
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VBT DDA approves $6,840 to paint outside of DDA building, garage

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

The outside of the Van Buren Township
Downtown Development Authority offices
and its garage at 10151 Belleville Rd. had
loose and peeling paint, so DDA executive
director Merrie Coburn got quotes from
painters.

At its regular July 22 meeting the DDA
voted to hire Pacesetter Painting to paint
the buildings at a cost of $6,840, as
recommended by director Coburn.

Pacesetting is owned by Sarah Warring
who lives in Van Buren Township and is on

BONEGUTTERS

TREE EXPERTS, LLC

STORM DAMAGE &

SPRING DISCOUNTS!

50% DISCOUNT IF YOU KEEP WOOD,/BRUSH!

Storm Clean Up YEAR ROUND
Free Estimates [nain
Tree Topping & Trimming
Tree & Shrub Removal

Stump Removal ¢ Bucket Service
Insured & Senior Discounts

<—<(734) 431-4202

the Belleville Area Chamber of Commerce.

The second quote was for $12,912 from
A&M Painting and Powerwash of Wayne
and Oakland County.

Coburn said she was concerned about
how Pacesetter’s cost was about half of the
A&M quote, but she looked into it and found
Pacesetter had good recommendations and
was local.

The DDA voted unanimously to hire
Pacesetter to do the scraping, repairing,
and painting.

In other business at its 37-minute meeting,
the DDA:

* Approved reallocating $40,000 in the
2025 budget to preserve the DDA fund
balance. Coburn said the Amenities and
Legal Fees line items came up short, due
to the request for repainting of the DDA
building and garage and the additional
attorney costs for the Right-of-Way
Acquisition for the Belleville Road
Widening Project. The $40,000 is currently
in the budget but is surplus of what it was
originally budgeted for due to projects that
will not take place until spring 2026;

» Approved the Amended 2025 DDA
Budget and Proposed 2026 DDA Budget
and recommended approval by the
township board. There is slightly higher
revenue this year, but there will be larger
expenses in 2026 with the design work for
Belleville Road;

* Approved allocating $2,000 to sponsor
the Fire Department Pancake Breakfast
event, which will earn money for fire
department expenses. It will be held
from 9 am. to noon on Saturday, Oct.
11. The event’s primary goal is to raise
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awareness about fire safety and emergency
preparedness within the community;

* Received a report from Wade Trim on
the survey taken by DDA members which
shows where they want shovel-ready
projects for grants. The results highlight
a strong focus on business growth,
marketing, and pedestrian safety in the
DDA plan. DDA member Velon Willis said
she would like to see some traffic calming
on Belleville Road. Coburn said they are
looking into getting the speed limit reduced
from 45 to 35 mph;

* Heard Coburn report she has been
actively seeking nine residents in the
DDA district to be a part of the District
Advisory Citizens Council to comply with
the requirements of PA 57. She said since
she can prove the DDA has exhausted its
efforts, the DDA will be able to recruit
members from areas surrounding the
district, such as Harmony Lane. She said
she hopes to have them appointed at the
Aug. 5 township board of trustees meeting;

* Gave updates on the Belleville Road
Widening Project, the Right of Way
Acquisition for the project, and the Tyler
Road Non-Motorized Pathway. She
announced the Southeastern Michigan
Council of Governments (SEMCOG)
presented a check for $1,794,428 to the
township for the pathway project on July
15. She said it is scheduled for 2026-27;

* Learned DTE has done an evaluation
on the light poles along Belleville Road,
and there are three that need to be replaced
from the DDA stockpile due to rust and
deterioration. She said the DDA is getting
quotes for replacing the three poles to
maintain the inventory per the agreement
with DTE;

* Was advised the fence at Harmony Lane
was hit and the DDA is working to get it
repaired. The DDA has the parts, but it will
cost $800 for labor that includes removing
the old concrete for the poles. There is no
one to assess, since they don’t know who
hit the fence;

» Heard a report that McDonald’s will
be demolishing its present building and
replacing it entirely, Morning Belle is
finishing up renovations of the former
Twisted Rooster restaurant, and Domino’s
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is looking to occupy a vacant store front in
the O’Reilly plaza;

* Learned Coburn was part of the review
committee to find a consultant for the 181-
acre township property development at the
northwest corner of Belleville and Tyler
roads. It is a multi-year project and the cost
is being shared between the township and
the DDA; and

* Heard DDA member Jessica Thomas
announce she is collecting school supplies
for the residents of Guiding Harbor through
the end of the month. She said people can
just drop them off at the Holiday Inn.

Court Watching

Aaron Michael Armos
Aaron Michael Armos, 27, of Sumpter
Township, was video-arraigned in custody
on June 6 on a bench warrant at 34"
District Court concerning two counts of
carrying a concealed weapon, carrying
a loaded firearm in a vehicle, operating
while intoxicated-2", possessing a firearm
while under the influence, and improper
possessing a firearm in or upon a motor
vehicle on Jan. 25 in Van Buren Township.
His personal bond was set at $5,000 and
a probable cause conference set for June
18. His probable cause conference was
then set for July 2 and he waived his exam
and was bound over to circuit court for an
arraignment on the information on July
16. Calendar conference was July 24, final
conference is Aug. 22, and jury trial set for
Sept. 17.
Ryan Douglas Donlon
Ryan Douglas Donlon of Pinckney was
video-arraigned in custody on June 10 for
possession of methamphetamine/ecstasy
on Jan. 7 in Van Buren Township. The
charged was entered June 3. He was labeled
a repeat offender with third offense notice.
Personal bond is $5,000 and a probable
cause conference was June 18. Preliminary
exam was July 23 and he was bound over
to circuit court for an Aug. 6 arraignment
on the information.
Vante Martez Mack
Vante Martez Mack of Redford was

(Continued on page 14)

Certified Dog Trainer
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Court watching

(continued from page 13)

video-arraigned in custody on June 10 on a
charge of fleeing police in a vehicle on June
8 in Van Buren Township. Personal bond is
$5,000 and a probable cause conference set
for June 18. A preliminary exam was set
for July 30.
Jamal Norman

Jamal Norman, 23. Of the city of
Belleville is charged with driving while
licensed suspended/revoked/denied and
no insurance in the city of Belleville on
May 17. His arraignment/pretrial was
held June 11. He pled guilty to a reduced
charge of failure to display a valid license
and was fined $500. The second charge
was dismissed because he pled to the other
charge.

David William Mills, Jr.

David William Mills, Jr., 45, of Sumpter
Township was video-arraigned in custody
on May 28 on a charge of assaulting/
resisting/obstructing a police officer in
Sumpter Township on May 25. Personal
bond is $5,000 and a probable cause
conference set for June 11. He waived his

(continued on page 15)

Notice to Advertisers:

The Belleville-Area Independent will not be liable
for failure to publish an ad as requested or for more
than one incorrect insertion of an advertisement.
In the event of any error or omission in printing or
publication of an advertisement, you must notify
us within five days of publication or on the date of
insertion, if an ad is scheduled as part of a package,
so there is time to correct subsequent publications.
The Independent’s liability shall be limited to an
adjustment for the cost of the space occupied by the
error with a maximum liability being cancellation
of the cost of the first incorrect advertisement or
republication of the corrected advertisement. Under
no circumstances shall the Independent be liable for
consequential damages of any kind.

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE:

All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the Fair
Housing Act which makes it illegal to
advertise "any preference, limitation
or discrimination based on race, color,
religion, sex, handicap, familial status
or national origin, or an intention, to
make any such preference, limitation
or discrimination." Familial status
includes children under the age of 18
living with parents or legal custodians,
pregnant women and people securing
custody of children under 18.

This newspaper will not knowingly
accept any advertising for real estate
which is in violation of the law. Our
readers are hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised in this newspaper
are available on an equal opportunity
basis. To complain of discrimination
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777.
The toll-free telephone number for the
hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

=2

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY
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INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

AUCTION FOR SALE SERVICES

PUBLIC AUCTION
U-Lock-It Self Storage LLC
6130 Rawsonville Rd., Belleville, MI 48111
(734) 482-1502
Notice is hereby given that on 8/20/25 at
12:00 P.M. thru 8/27/25 at 12:00 P.M.
contents of the following storage unit(s)
will be sold online at:

Bid13.com

SPACE # C6 — Christine Budd; C1 & Cl11
— Justin Nickerson; F75 — David Petrowski

Unit(s) may or may not include the
following: household items, recreational
items, appliances, furniture, seasonal
decorations, and tools.

Publish: Aug. 7, 2025; Aug. 14, 2025

ESTATE SALE

HUGE ESTATE SALE, AUG 21, 22, 23,
9am-5pm, 44600 Robson Rd. Belleville.
Priced to sell-all offers will be considered.
Thousands of collectibles from 1800’s
to now. Vintage clothing, cast iron toys,
paper dolls, taxidermy, jewelry, trinket
boxes, tape measures, trade cards, tools,

display cases, furniture, glassware,
silverware, etc. Too much to mention.
Cash, Venmo, Cash App. 821
GARAGE/YARD SALE
HOUSEHOLD, SPORT ITEMS,
MEN’S CLOTHES medium-
xlrg. Aug 14,15, & 16. 9am-3pm.
22072 Sherwood / Judd 8/14

FOR SALE

SEARS DINING TABLE 88” with leaf,
2 benches, china cabinet, $200 for both.
(734) 461-6800 8121

NEW SPEED AIR COMPRESSOR

with 2 ea 5 hp motors, starters
regulator’s & air lines.  $4,000.
Call (734) 624-6929 8/28
CLASSIC WESTERN GUN, 1866

WINCHESTER, Henry marked saddle
ring carbine, model 2, serial # 17440,
$7.800. (734) 725-9056 8/14
5 - 177 ALUMINUM JEEP WRANGLER
RIMS, W/LUG NUTS, only 100 miles
on them. $200 firm (734) 751-0802  sn4

POLAR-WIND WINDOW AIR
CONDITIONERS. 8,000 BTU’s, $75,
12,000 BTU’s, $100. Good condition,
remote control. Window Fans $15.
(313) 407-5540 8/14

“Truth is like the sun. You can shut it
out for a time, but it ain’t goin’ away.”
— Elvis Presley

STORE-FRONT ITEMS. (2) 4’x 8’ slat-

wall, brackets, glass shelves. Round
display  stand. Light-duty shelving
brackets, rails, and boards. Call for pricing,
(734) 787-4539 8/14
PERMOBIL-M3 CORPUS POWER
WHEELCHAIR. Class B, max-user

weight 300 Ibs. Very good condition, low
hours. Includes charger, digital manual.
$1,200 OBO, (734) 787-4539 8/14
WESTERN  SNOWPLOW- 7 %’
$500 OBO. (734) 417-3233 807
FOOD GRADE BARRELS Plastic
& metal. Inventory & pictures at
www.mattsbarrels.com, call or text
(734) 474-5981. Located in Willis. o5
FENCE BOARDS 2 x 6 and 2 x 8,
reasonable. (734) 461-1414 HAY,
round bails (708) 646-7595 12/18
AKC FRENCHIE’S, YELLOW LABS,
YORKIES, AND TEDDY BEARS. Great
prices! Frisky & vet checked. Ypsilanti.
View puppies at  petcitypets.com.
(734) 487-0800 8/07

VEHICLES FOR SALE

2004 VOLVO S60. $2,800 or best
decent offer. For information call
(734) 699-3519 821

JIMMIES GEMS. Clean classic used cars.
Call today. (734) 695-0819 7131

FIREWOOD & KINDLING. You cut.

(734) 941-9567 7131
FREE FILL. Delivery available.
(734) 697-1183. Yost Sand & Gravel.
Belleville. TFN

A&L SERVICES

Home Improvement &
Handyman Service
Painting, Drywall, Carpentry,
Electrical, Plumbing,
Ceramic Tile, Kitchens & Bath.
Serving Belleville Since
1995. Call Aaron Schuliz
@ 734-740-0628

A-1 QUALITY MOBILE HOME
SERVICE. Licensed over 50 yrs. Seniors,
Veterans, 1% Responders & Educators
10% oft. (734) 397-2615

12/25

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

MAINTENANCE. Painting, roof
leaks, cleaning &  gutter repair,
landscape = maintenance &  power
washing. (734) 796-3628 9/04
DEPENDABLE LAWN  SERVICE.

Commercial & residential lawn cutting,
aerating, mulch, shrub trimming, fall
clean-up. De-thatching, sod & seeding.
(734) 587-2410 or (734) 693-4712 o4
RANDY’S HANDYMAN SERVICE.
Specializing in power washing, painting,
mobile homes & other home repairs.
(734) 306-8909 8/14
LARRY’S HANDYMAN SERVICE.
No job too small. Interior/exterior painting,
wallpaper, plumbing, powerwashing

& carpentry. (618) 267-7774

WANTED

10/02

ADVANCED H & W
PAYING CASH

Buying Junk Cars &
Trucks. Free 7 Day
Pick Up. Call Today!

(734) 223-5581
(517) 605-6388

D.K. JUNK CAR
BUYERS
PAY GASH

We Work
Monday - Saturday.

734-368-5088
734-545-5195

WANTED - ANY SIZE MEN’S JEANS
for the homeless. Please drop off at
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Drive.
(734) 697-5600 TFN
WANTED - SMALL CONTAINERS
of shampoo, toothpaste, etc. to take
to homeless in Detroit. Drop off at

Bladez’s. 601 E. Huron River Dr.
(734) 697-5600 TEN
FOR RENT
OFFICE/RETAIL MAIN STREET
UNIT AVAILABLE. 1400 sq. ft.
(248) 821-4067. Owner/broker 8/14
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VBT planners OK McDonald’s site plan, Stellantis tree removal

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

At the 52-minute meeting of the Van
Buren Township Planning Commission on
July 23, the planners approved the final site
plan for the rebuilding of McDonald’s on
Belleville Road and a tree removal permit
for the Wayne County Airport property that
will hold a huge Stellantis warehouse.

Vidya Krishnan, planning consultant
from McKenna, said the McDonald’s
plan includes a new bench at its northeast
corner, an extra exit at its northwest corner
at the current drive into the shopping
center, and a “right turn only” sign at the
exit onto Belleville Road in an effort to
avoid crashes.

Consulting engineer Paul Kammer from
Fishbeck said since this is a rebuild, many
things are the same. He said there will
be an underground detention system and
the roof drain must go into the detention
system first. They are waiting for Wayne
County approval on the drainage.

Both consultants recommended approval
and the commission approved the final site
plan.

The commission was operating with a
bare quorum, with four members present.

Romulus sets 7"-annual Mental Health Fun Day on

Celebrate MiLIFE, a Wayne County non-
profit, announces its seventh-annual Mental
Health Fun Day, a free, adult-focused,
and family friendly event designed to
promote mental well-being and community
connection.

This year’s Fun Day, scheduled for
Saturday, Sept. 13, at Romulus Historical
Park, will offer a day of de-stressing and
engagement. Attendees can enjoy a variety

Vice chairman Jeff Jahr presided. Absent
were Brian Cullin, Bernie Grant, and
Medina Atchinson.

The commission also approved a tree
removal permit for the wooded 354-acre
area on Ecorse Road between Beck and
Denton roads, up to Van Born Road at the
railroad.

This is the site of a 2.1 million square foot
warehouse for Stellantis, labeled Project
Venture by the township.

Krishnan said there are 12,573 trees on
the site and 3,247 will be preserved and
9,146 removed. There are 2,405 trees
regulated by the township’s ordinance on
tree removal and replacement and 1,708
will be removed. Stellantis agreed to pay
$100,000 into the township tree fund in
payment in lieu of the replacement shortfall
of 1,199.

A part of the property is regulated
wetlands and trees cannot be removed there
except for safety access, she said. No trees
can be in the Willow Run Airport runway
crash zone at the southwest triangle of the
site, she said.

She said the project is working with
Wayne County on water detention. She
recommended approval of the permit with

of free activities, including yoga, cornhole,
fowling, face painting, a bouncy house,
coloring stations, and live acoustic music
from local artists.

The event will also feature raffles, vendors,
and comfort-food favorites from food trucks,
including Cinnabon on Wheels and Stellos
Burgers & Loaded Fries.

This event serves as MILIFE’s primary
annual fundraiser, aiming to significantly

stipulations.

Commissioner Peter Creal pointed out the
township signed a development agreement
with Stellantis. He made the motion to
approve the permit and stipulations which
was passed unanimously.

The commission also considered a letter
from Wayne County responding to the
planning commission’s question about
public sidewalks being required along
street frontages for Project Venture.

The July 9 letter from Sami Khaldi,
county director of engineering, said: ...
The county has investigated the project
site including Beck, Ecorse, and Denton
roads. At this present time, the county has
conculuded that installing sidewalks along
these road would create both environmental
and safety concerns due to additional
wetlands impact and high speeds within
the industrial corridor.

“Additionally, Beck Road has an open
drain on the west side of the road which
will be challenging to install a sidewalk at
this time.”

Ron Akers, director of municipal services,
said the planning commission had said the
sidewalks shouldn’t be required there and
Jahr affirmed the thoughts expressed at a

expand its mental health programs and
resources in the downriver area and beyond.
Friends, families, businesses,and community
leaders are invited to join in, learn about local
resources, and be a part of fostering a more-
resilient and supportive environment.

“Our annual event is a cornerstone of
our efforts to destigmatize mental health
challenges and provide accessible support,”
said Miranda Jones, CEO at MiLIFE.
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previous meeting.

Krishnan said sidewalks are for pedestrian
connectivity and it doesn’t apply here
presently.

Jahr said the planning commission can’t
waive the sidewalks and it would have to
go to the Board of Zoning Appeals.

Akers said sidewalks should be on Beck
Road when it is paved in the future, but he
thinks the sidewalk should be deferred now
until the road is paved.

The commission wished Project Venture
/ Stellantis luck at the BZA.

Akers reminded the commission of the tri-
community planning commission meeting
for Belleville, Sumpter, and Van Buren
Township at 5 p.m., July 30, at Belleville
High School.

Eric Schubert of Red Rocker Brewing
Company, which has a liquor license in
Canton, was present to ask about his liquor
license request. He wishes to move his
license to Van Buren Township.

Akers said he expects that to be considered
at the Aug. 5 Van Buren Township Board
of Trustees meeting.

The township has to approve the business
before that can be sent on to the Liquor
Control Commission for a final decision.

Sept. 13 at park

“By participating, our community and
sponsors aren’t just gaining visibility; they’re
directly investing in the resilience and health
of our community. Every dollar helps us
reach more individuals, offer more programs,
and build a more compassionate environment
for everyone.”

For more information call Miranda Jones at
(734) 777-5620 or see: www.celebratemilife.

org/funday .

Court Watching

(continued from page 14)

preliminary exam on July 23. He was bound
over to circuit court for an arraignment on
the information on Aug. 6.
Omar Shaquille-Skakur Mims
Omar Shaquille-Shakur Mims, 31, of

NEW CUSTOMERS GET
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Ypsilanti was video-arraigned in custody
on May 28 on charges of possession of
narcotics (narcotic or cocaine less than 25
grams), operating with blood alcohol more
than .17, operating while intoxicated, and
possessing a license that is forged or altered
on July 25, 2024 in Sumpter Township. A
probable cause conference was set for June

SENIORS, VETERANS & !
ACTIVE MILITARY TAKE ,

WITH COUPON * LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 9-30-25 BA:

A/C RECHARGE |
STARTING AT $130 1|

For R134A Refrigerant. 1

11 and a preliminary exam on July 23.
Personal bond is $5,000.

On July 23, he waived his exam and was
bound over to circuit court for an Aug. 6
arraignment on the information.

Donald Foreman
Donald Foreman, 37, of Sumpter
Township, was  video-arraigned in
custody on June 16, 2025 on charges from
Belleville, Sumpter Township and Van
Buren Township.
The Sumpter charge was driving while
license suspended on March 11, 2024.
Belleville had the same charge, but on Jan.

20, 2022.

He was scheduled for a remote pretrial
on July 10 on the Sumpter DWLS charge.
Bond is $5,000/10%.

The Belleville DWLS charge was for
Jan. 18, 2022. Pretrial is July 17 and bond
is $5,000/10%.

The Van Buren Township charge is retail
fraud on March 4, 2020. A remote pretrial
was June 23 and he was present from the
Wayne County Jail. He pled guilty and
was disposed on his guilty plea. He was
credited with seven days served in jail and

(continued on page 16)

Keith Dudek : Owner
11681 Rawsonville
Belleville, Ml 48111
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Office: (734) 461-6165
Cell: (734) 730-9733
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Dingell asks EGLE for more information on growing Gelman plume

InaJuly 28 news release, Congresswoman
Debbie Dingell, MI-06, reports she
sent a letter to Michigan Department of
Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy
expressing concern and requesting answers
about new detections of dioxane spreading
from the Gelman plume.

“Recent sampling by EGLE and the
Washtenaw County Health Department
raises concern that the plume may be
continuing to spread, now contaminating
at least 52 residential drink water wells,
including six new detections in 2025,”
Dingell wrote.

“These new detections bring the
contamination closer to the Huron River
and Barton Pond, which provide drinking
water to Ann Arbor.

“Out of 117 private wells tested this year,
47 showed detectable levels of dioxane,
indicating the contamination is more

widespread than previously understood,”
Dingell continued.

“Experts have warned that the 4%
Amended Consent Judgment has failed
to contain the plume, that current cleanup
efforts are insufficient, and that Michigan’s
cleanup level of 7.2 parts per billion (ppb)
is not protective.

“As you know, the U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency proposed adding the
Gelman site to the Superfund National
Priorities List in March 2024. However,
the site was not included due to a high
volume of public comments requiring
further review and response.

“While I understand the need for thorough
consideration, the ongoing spread of this
plume into a major urban area’s drinking
water supplies demands urgent and
coordinated action at the federal, state, and
local levels.”

Court watching

(continued from page 15)

the case was closed.

Defendant is reportedly homeless with no
good address for contact.

Christopher John Richards

Christopher John Richards, 54, of Livonia
was video-arraigned in custody on June 17
on a bench warrant surrounding charges of
failure to report an accident, improper lane
use/accident, and no insurance on Sept. 19,
2020 in Van Buren Township.

He was given time served for 15 days in
jail and the improper lane and fail to report
charges were dismissed. The no insurance
charge had a fee of $45. Cases closed.

Daniel Lee Bloomfield, Jr.

Daniel Lee Bloomfield, Jr., 44, of South
Lyon was video-arraigned in custody on
June 17 on a bench warrant surrounding
a charge of retail fraud on Sept. 12,
2023 in Van Buren Township. A remote
pretrial was set for June 23 and bond
set at $3,000 / 10%. He failed to appear
and a bench warrant was issued. He was
video-arraigned in custody on July 2 and
scheduled for a pretrial on July 21. He pled
guilty and was fined $495.

Jonathon Lee Golden

Jonathon Lee Golden, 43, formerly of
Van Buren Township and now of Detroit,
was video-arraigned in custody on June
18 on charges of assault with a dangerous
weapon (felonious assault) and felony
firearm on June 14 in Van Buren Township.
Personal bond is $5,000. A probable cause
conference was set for July 2 and he is to
have no contact with the victim. At that
time the case was adjourned until July 16.

A preliminary exam is set for Aug. 20.

Carlos Isaiah Payne

Carlos Isaiah Payne of Van Buren
Township was arraigned out-county on
June 8 on charges of assault with intent to
cause great physical harm less than murder
(strangulation) and domestic violence on
June 6 in Van Buren Township. A probable
cause conference was set for June 18 and

personal bond is $5,000. A preliminary
exam was set for Sept. 3.
Tanya Joy Kinnen
Tanya Joy Kinnen of Garden City is
charged with police officer assault on Feb.
21,2023 in the city of Belleville. She failed
to appear for her preliminary examinations
three times and bench warrants were
issued. On June 6 she was scheduled for
a June 18 probable cause conference. She
appeared and her warrant was recalled. A
preliminary exam was set for Sept. 3.
Davon Demetres Davis
Davon Demetres Davis of Ypsilanti was
video-arraigned in custody on a bench
warrant on June 18 concerning charges
of fleeing in a vehicle, receiving and
concealing a stolen vehicle and driving
while license suspended on Nov. 14, 2023
in Van Buren Township. A probable cause
conference was set for July 2 and personal
bond set at $10,000.
A preliminary exam was set for Aug. 6.
Erick Lee Charlesworth
Erick Lee Charlesworth, 48, of the city of
Belleville had his arraignment/pretrial on
June 18 on a charge of domestic violence on
Feb. 21 in the city of Belleville. A remote
pretrial was set for July 9 and personal
bond at $5,000. An in-person pretrial was
set for July 23, so the defense attorney has
time to resolve a pending felony. A remote
pretrial was set for Aug. 13 on the domestic
violence charge.
Brandon Patrick Sims
Brandon Patrick Sims, 21, formerly of
New Boston and now of Fenton, is charged
with domestic violence on Oct. 29, 2024
in Sumpter Township. The charge was
entered June 3. He was scheduled for his
arraignment/pretrial on June 18, but he
failed to appear and a warrant was issued.
A remote show-cause hearing is set for
July 16. Final pretrial was set for Aug. 6.
Ryan Charles Slay
Ryan Charles Slay, 42, of Ypsilanti is
charged with domestic violence — second
offense notice on May 11 in Van Buren

(continued on page 17)

Dingell requested answers to the
following questions:

e What is EGLE’s current assessment of
the plume’s location, rate of migration, and
risks to private wells, the Huron River, and
Barton Pond?

* What action is EGLE taking to protect
residents’ drinking water and monitor
further contamination?

* Does EGLE plan to adopt the more
sensitive EPA Method 522 (detection limit
of 0.12 ppb) in future testing to ensure
early detection?

e How will the state improve
communication of health risks to residents,
given that any detectable level of dioxane
is classified by EPA as likely caricongenic
to humans?

City of Belleville Public Notice

CITY OF BELLEVILLE REGULAR CITY
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Monday, July 21, 2025 - 6:30 pm
1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF

SILENCE

2. ROLL CALL

Mayor Voigt Present

Mayor Pro-Tem Bates Present

Julie Kissel Present

Jerimiah Beebe Present

Randy Priest Present
3.PRESENTATIONS & CITIZENS COMMENTS
ON AGENDA ITEMS

a. Presentations

i. Chief Faull introduced Officer, Heather Holcomb.
Ms. Holcomb was then sworn in by Deputy Clerk
Bellingham. Ms. Holcomb’s parents were present.
b. Citizen Comments — None.
¢. Mayor Voigt introduced Galen Gates and Diane
Glazer from American Bloom. Diane gave a brief
description of America in Bloom and their purpose
for being in the city. After their visit they will present
the city with a report.
4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
MOTION: Motion by Kissel, supported by Beebe to
approve the agenda as presented.
Motion Carried.
5. CONSENT AGENDA
The Consent Agenda groups’ routine meeting
discussion points into a single agenda
item. In so doing, the grouped items can be approved
in one action, rather than
through the filing of multiple motions.
a. Approval of Minutes

i. July 7, 2025 — Regular Meeting Minutes

ii. July 7, 2025 — Closed session
b. Budget report
c. Council Follow Up List
d. DPW Report
MOTION: Motion by Priest, supported by Beebe to
approve the consent agenda as presented.
Motion Carried.
6. PUBLIC HEARINGS
a. None.
7. INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES
a. None.
8. GENERAL BUSINESS DISCUSSION
a. Main Street Striping Quote - Al’s Ashphalt
Paving Co.
Item to be place on DDA Agenda. Striping to be put
off until spring.
b. Resolution #25-014 City Wide Yard Sale
MOTION: Motion by Kissel, supported by Priest
to approve Resolution #25-014 City Wide Yard Sale
dates for 2025.
ROLL CALL

Julie Kissel Aye
Jerimiah Beebe Aye
Randy Priest Aye
Mayor Voigt Aye
Mayor Pro Tem Bates Aye

Motion carried.

c. Interagency Audio-Visual Recording Standard
Mutual Assistance Agreement

Motion by Kissel supported by Bates to approve the
Interagency Audio-Visual

Recording Standard Mutual Assistance Agreement.
No objections were noted.

Motion carried.

d. Purchase of plow

Motion by Bates, supported by Beebe to purchase
plow for dump truck

ROLL CALL

Jerimiah Beebe Aye
Julie Kissel Aye
Mayor Pro Tem Bates Aye
Mayor Voigt Aye
Randy Priest Aye

Motion carried.

e. Interim City Manager

Motion by Randy Priest supported by Julie Kissel to
designate Steve Jones as Interim City Manager with
$10,000 salary increase on a prorated basis.

ROLL CALL

Randy Priest Aye

Julie Kissel Aye

Mayor Pro Tem Bates Aye

Jerimiah Beebe Aye

Mayor Voigt Aye

Motion carried.

9. ACCOUNTS PAYABLE AND

DEPARTMENTAL EXPENDITURES

a. Accounts Payable

b. Departmental Expenditures

MOTION: Motion by Kissel, supported by Beebe
to approve Accounts Payable and Departmental
Expenditures in excess of $2,500, as presented.
ROLL CALL VOTE:

Council Member Priest Aye
Council Member Beebe Aye
Mayor Pro-Tem Bates Aye
Mayor Voigt Aye
Council Member Kissel Aye

Motion Carried.
10. CITY MANAGER COMMENTS

* Thank you to the community for coming together to
help with clock installation. Snider Electric, Contract
Welding and John Hughes all helped with installation
and the City is very appreciative of their help.

* New City Hall is under way.

* Great to see American Bloom in town, thank you to
Johnny’s on the Lake for hosting lunch today.
11. CITY COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS
Council Member Beebe

* No comment.
Council Member Priest —

* Spent time with American Bloom, spoke about all
the things the city has to offer, overwhelming when
you realize everything the city has to offer.

Council Member Kissel —

 Thank you to everyone at City Hall for working
hard.

Mayor Pro-Tem Bates

* Glad to have Heather Holcomb on board.

* Giving America in Bloom nickname “Bloomers”.
12. MAYOR’S COMMENTS

* Thank you for attending the meeting.

* Excited to be working with American Bloom and
get report from them.

« Car show phenomenal this evening.

13. CITIZENS COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA
ITEM

None.

14. ACTION ITEMS FOR THE NEXT
REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING

None.

15. ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Motion by Bates, supported by Beebe to
adjourn at 6:47 PM.

No objections were noted.

Motion Carried.

Respectfully submitted by,

Michelle Bellingham

Deputy City Clerk/Treasurer

Published: Aug. 7, 2025
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Court Watching

(continued from page 16)

Township. The charge was entered on
June 3. He was scheduled for arraignment
/ pretrial on June 18. He failed to appear
for his court date and a bench warrant was
issued.
Christopher Brian Sherar
Christopher Brian Sherar, 46, of

Woodhaven had his arraignment/probable
cause conference on June 18 on a warrant
surrounding charges of possession of
burglar’s tools, three breakings and
enterings with damage to a motor vehicle,
and one larceny from a motor vehicle on
March 16,2020 in Van Buren Township.

He was bound over to circuit court
after waiving a preliminary exam. His
arraignment on the information is July 1
and cash bond is $5,000. A pretrial was set
for Aug. 5.

Derric Rondell Woods

Derric Rondell Woods of Detroit was
video-arraigned in custody on June 24 on
charges of organized retail crime and retail
fraud second degree on Aug. 11, 2024
in Van Buren Township. Personal bond
was set at $5,000 and a probable cause
conference for July 2. At that time his
preliminary exam was set for Aug. 6.

Jessica Morgan Davis

Jessica Morgan Davis, 32, of Canton
was due for a remote arraignment/pretrial
on June 25, but the notice to appear was
undeliverable by the post office. She failed
to appear. A show-cause hearing was set
for July 23.

Davis is charged with operating while
intoxicated with an occupant less than 16,
operating while intoxicated and driving
while license suspended on May 17 in the
city of Belleville. The charge was entered

on June 6.

On July 23, the charge on the occupant
less than 16 was dismissed and she pled
guilty to the OWI charge and a reduced
charge of failure to display valid license. A
pre-sentence interview was set for July 30.

Christopher Ladelle Tubbs

Christopher Ladelle Tubbs of Ypsilanti
was video-arraigned in custody June 17
on a charge of armed robbery and larceny
from a person on May 3 in Van Buren
Township. Judge Teresa Patton set a
probable cause conference for June 25 and
bond is $10,000/10%. He is not to have any
contact with the victim and must not return
to Lodge Lanes as part of his bond.

On June 23, Wayne County Bail Bonds
posted surety for his bond. On June 25,
his probable cause conference was held
and another probable cause conference
set for July 9 and then for July 30 since
discovery was outstanding. On July 30 his
preliminary exam was set for Sept. 10.

Craig Nathaniel Croom
Jaylen Malik Paschal

Craig Nathaniel Croom, 24, and Jaylen
Malik Paschal, 21, both of Greensboro,
NC, were video-arraigned in custody on
June 16 on identical charges of fleeing
and eluding a police officer 4" degree —
felony and assaulting/resisting/obstructing
a police officer on June 12 in Yan Buren
Township. The probable cause conference
was set for June 25 and bond set at
$500,000 cash or surety each.

On June 25 they both were present by
video from the Wayne County Jail. And
the probable cause conference for the co-
defendants was adjourned until July 2.

Both defendants waived their preliminary
exams and were bound over to circuit court
for July 9 arraignments on the information.
Calendar conferences were set for July 11.
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A motion hearing is July 22 and a pretrial
Aug. 8.

The defense attorney for Croom asked
Judge Patton for a reduction in bond
because he has no criminal history and is
not a flight risk. Judge Patton denied the
request based on the facts in the case, but
said he could request bond reduction at
circuit court.

Jose Manuel Garcia
Jose Manuel Garcia waived his
preliminary exam on June 25 and was
bound over to circuit court for a July
9 arraignment on the information. His
calendar conference was set for July 17.
Final conference is Sept. 4 and jury trial is
Oct. 8. He is charged with fleeing a police
officer in the third degree and operating
with a high blood alcohol content on Jan.

1, 2024 in Van Buren Township.

Kevin Joseph Adams

Kevin Joseph Adams was bound over
to circuit court for an arraignment on the
information on July 9 after a preliminary
exam on June 25. He is charged with
assault with a dangerous weapon (felonious
assault) and failure to stop at the scene of a
personal injury accident on April 16.

A calendar conference in circuit court
was set for July 17. Final conference is
Sept. 4 and jury trial is Oct. 16.

Jacquelyn Lee Marker

Jacquelyn Lee Marker of Sumpter
Township had her remote pretrial July 2 on
a charge of domestic violence on June 20
in Sumpter Township. She was arraigned
on June 22 and personal bond set at $5,000.
A remote pretrial was set for July 2. Than a
final pretrial was set for July 9 and there is
no need for the victim to appear again. On
July 9 she pled guilty and was disposed on
the plea and then her file sent to probation
for a recommendation on sentencing.

Cameron Keith Thomas Nichols

Cameron Keith Thomas Nichols, 26,
of Van Buren Township was due in court
July 7 for a violation of probation hearing.
He had been charged with probation of
controlled substance (narcotic or cocaine
less than 25 grams) on Jan. 1 in Van
Buren Township. On Jan. 3 he was video-
arraigned in-custody. On Jan. 29, he pled
guilty to a reduced charge of use of narcotic
/ cocaine / methamphetamine / ecstasy. He
was fined $1,825 and put on 12 months of
probation.

He also had to enroll in substance abuse
treatment within 30 days and ordered not
to purchase, possess, or consume any
alcoholic beverages or non-prescription
controlled/mood-altering substances
without the judge’s approval, with random
testing.

On May 7, he was scheduled for a
probation violation hearing on June 9.
It was alleged that he had failed to begin
substance abuse treatment, failed to begin
drug and alcohol testing, failed to maintain
his payment plan, and failed to report for
monthly reporting. He also was arrested
in Sumpter Township on May 3 for felony
dangerous drugs.

On June 9, he was to start his payment
plan and resume everything he was to do
under his probation, plus three days on
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the work program. He failed to report to
the work program on both June 10 and 13
and failed to do other things ordered under
probation. There was a notice to appear on
July 7 for a violation of probation hearing,
but he failed to appear and a warrant was
put out for his arrest.

He called the court to say his vehicle
broke down. Another probation hearing
was set for Aug. 4.

Sherry Ann Walker

Sherry Ann Walker of Ypsilanti was
present for her probable cause conference
on July 9 on a charge of retail fraud on June
25 in Van Buren Township. She was set for
a preliminary exam on July 16. She waived
her preliminary exam and was bound
over to circuit court for an arraignment
on the information on July 30. Calendar
conference is Aug. 6.

She had been video-arraigned in custody
on June 27. Bond is $5,000/10%.

Kevin David Lucas

Kevin David Lucas of Wayne is charged
with assault with intent to harm less than
murder/strangulation and assault and
battery on June 28 in Sumpter Township.
His probable cause conference was July
9 and his preliminary exam is July 16. In-
custody video arraignment was June 30.
Bond is $10,000/10%.

On July 16, the exam was held and he
was bound over for an arraignment on the
information at circuit court on July 23.
Calendar conference was July 29. Pretrial
is Aug. 27 and a jury trial was set for Oct.
8.

Jeffrey Wayne Shirkey

Jeffrey Wayne Shirkey was set for his
pretrial on July 23 on a charge of domestic
violence on July 10 in Van Buren Township.
He was video arraigned in custody out-
county on July 12. Personal bond is $5,000.

He failed to appear for his July 23 pretrial
and the court was sent faxed documentation
from a hospital that he had been there all
week. On Aug. 1 a bench warrant was
issued for failure to appear.

Melvin Carl Foster

Melvin Carl Foster of Carleton is charged
with operating while intoxicated — third
offense on May 20, 2023 in the city of
Belleville. He was video-arraigned in
custody on July 10, 2025. His probable
cause conference was July 23, and his
preliminary exam set for Sept. 10. Personal
bond is $10,000.

Milaun Leigh White

Milaun Leigh White of Southfield is
charged with operating without security
and driving while license suspended on
June 22, 2025 in the city of Belleville. On
July 23, an arraignment/pretrial was set for
Sept. 3.

Marlene Jones

Marlene Jones, 58, of Belleville is
charged with two counts of assault with
a dangerous weapon (felony assault) and
one count of domestic violence-Romulus
on June 25, 2025 in the city of Belleville.
She was video-arraigned in custody on
June 27. Personal bond was set at $10,000
and a probable cause conference scheduled
for July 9 and then on July 9 reset for July
23. A preliminary exam was set for Sept. 3.
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Van Buren Township
Police Dispatch Log

There were 438 dispatch calls reported by Van Buren
Township police this week including the following.
Sunday, July 27:
0029 - 911 welfare check, Chinkapin Dr.
0137 — warrant arrest, Michigan Ave.
0203 — larceny, Belleville Rd.
0246 — welfare check, Oak Ln.
0707 — parking complaint, Parkwood Dr.
0636 — trespassing, S. I-94 Service Dr.
0708 — domestic, Basswood Cir.
0743 — welfare check, Bemis Rd./Sumpter Rd.
0819 — disorderly, Belleville Rd.
1018 — disorderly, Belleville Rd.
1030 — assist fire dept., Belmont Dr.
1142 — animal complaint, N. I-94 Service Dr.
1203 — found property/child, Ecorse Rd.
1239 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Martz Rd./Lohr Rd.
1248 — fraud, Belleville Rd.
1257 — domestic, S. Bellridge Dr.
1407 — intrusion alarm, Pinewood Ln.
1521 — mental subject, W. Huron River Dr.
1835 — leaving the scene of a property damage
accident, Belleville Rd.
1854 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Belleville Rd.
1928 — assist fire dept., Rolan Meadows Dr.
1953 — animal complaint, Tyler Rd.
2130 — 911 welfare check, Parkwood Dr.
2149 — traffic offense, Cedar St./Western St.
2246 — private property/property damage accident,
Vernon St.
Monday, July 28:
0113 — intrusion alarm, Belleville Rd.
0203 — juvenile complaint, N. I-94 Service Dr. /
Belleville Rd.
0239 — property damage accident, Haggerty Rd. /
Savage Rd.
0414 — welfare check, Freedom Way
0432 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, N.
Cumberland Dr.
0520 — intrusion alarm, N. Sadie Ln.
0821 — warrant arrest, Tyler Rd.
0824 — property damage accident, Pond Bluff Dr.
0925 - 911 welfare check, Lindsey Dr.
1041 — property check, E. Huron River Dr.
1049 — ordinance violation — all 7300 MICR codes,
Belleville Rd.
1121 — traffic offense, Haggerty Rd./N.1-94 Service
Dr.
1140 — sexual assault, S. I-94 Service Dr.
1203 — property damage accident, Colonial Rd.
1212 — property check, Hoeft Rd./Hull Rd.
1219 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, S.
[-94 Service Dr.
XXXX — private property impound, Denton Rd.
1345 — missing person, Westlake Cir.
1354 — neighbor trouble, Winchester St.
XXXX — private property impound, Old Rawsonville
Rd.
1459 — abandoned auto, DNR boat launch /
Rawsonville Rd.
1616 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Ecorse Rd./Denton Rd.
1702 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Denton Rd.
1722 — property damage accident, N. I-94 Service
1734 — sexual assault, Country Ln.
xxxx — welfare check, Harmony Ln.
1809 — leaving the scene of a property damage
accident, Rawsonville Rd./Bog Rd.
1759 — motorist assist, Ecorse/Kirkridge Park Dr.
1825 — vehicle lockout, Milton Dr.
2045 — private property/property damage accident,
Truman St.
xxxx — 911 welfare check, Haggerty Rd.
Tuesday, July 29:
0027 — animal complaint, S. Ponderosa Trl.
0224 — assist fire dept., S. I-94 Service Dr.
0833 — vehicle lockout, Belleville Rd.
0957 — animal complaint, E. Adams
1026 — ordinance violation — all 7300 MICR codes,
S.1-94 Service Dr.
1147 — fraud, Belleville Rd.
1134 — unauthorized driving away of auto, S. I-94
Service Dr.
1242 — larceny, Denton Rd.
1236 — juvenile complaint, Haggerty Rd.

1259 — larceny, S. 1-94 Service Dr.
1316 — parking complaint, S. Timberview Dr.
1346 — retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
1354 — mental subject, Quirk Rd.
1359 — property damage accident, Belleville Rd. /
S.1-94 Service Dr.
1416 — intrusion alarm, Ladonna Ln.
1437 — retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
1522 — larceny from auto, Lighthouse Dr.
1502 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Belleville Rd. / Van Born Rd.
1514 — animal complaint, Bemis Rd.
1517 — malicious destruction of property, S. 1-94
Service Dr.
1617 — motorist assist, Ecorse/Kirkridge Park Dr.
1633 — larceny, Belleville Rd.
1651 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Ecorse Rd.
1829 — animal complaint, Tyler Rd.
XXXX — intrusion alarm, Belleville Rd.
1852 — assault & battery, Maple Dr.
1902 - intrusion alarm, Haggerty Rd.
2023 — civil matter, Patty Ln.
2239 — juvenile complaint, Oak Blvd.
Wednesday, July 30:
0054 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Savage Rd.
0532 — assault & battery, S. 1-94 Service Dr.
XXXX — assist other dept., Sumpter Rd.
0706 — welfare check, Oak Blvd.
0840 — civil matter, Beckley Rd.
0841 — civil matter, Arlene Ln.
xxxx — repossession, Kirkridge Park Dr.
0922 — lost property/child, E. Adams
0931 — ordinance violation — all 7300 MICR codes,
Red Oak Dr.
1048 — suicidal person, N. Adams
1052 — property damage accident, Ecorse Rd.
1204 — civil matter, S. I-94 Service Dr.
1245 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Southport Apts.
1435 — fraud, Belleville Rd.
1502 — trespassing, E. Sadie Ln.
1515 — assist other dept., Tyler Rd.
1517 — parking complaint, Rawsonville Rd.
1519 — animal complaint, Haggerty Rd.
1532 — harassment call, Sadie Ln.
XXXX — assist fire dept., Sumpter Rd.
1812 — retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
1857 — family trouble, Maple Dr.
1919 — intrusion alarm, W. Main St.
1927 — property damage accident, Haggerty Rd./E.
Huron River Dr.
2006 — domestic, S. 1-94 Service Dr.
2017 — welfare check, Ecorse Rd.
2032 — family trouble, Vernon St.
2143 — animal complaint, Savage Rd.
2136 — leaving the scene of a property damage
accident, Belleville Rd.
2143 — background investigation, Belleville Rd.
2212 — property check, Belleville Rd.
2225 — property check, Greenbriar
2257 — background investigation, Tyler Rd.
2304 — larceny, Oak Ln.
2319 — background investigation, Tyler Rd.
2338 — background investigation, Tyler Rd.
2353 — background investigation, Tyler Rd.
Thursday, July 31:
0041 — property check, Greenbriar
0046 — family trouble, Berkdale Dr.
0141 — property check, Greenbriar
0451 — property check, Belleville Rd.
XXXX — repossession, Brandi Dr.
0820 — welfare check, W. Huron River Dr.
0829 — property damage accident, Belleville Rd.
XXXX — private property impound, Haggerty Rd.
1016 — ordinance violation — all 7300 MICR codes,

Old Oak Trl.

1017 — welfare check, Pond Bluff Dr.

1149 — warrant arrest, Tyler Rd.

xxxx — welfare check, Andover Dr.

XXXX — private property impound, Westlake Cir.
1415 — ordinance violation — all 7300 MICR codes,

Montague Ave.

1502 — ordinance violation — all 7300 MICR codes,

S.1-94 Service Dr., apt. 302

1505 — trespassing, E. Schooner Dr.

1531 — fraud, Hannan Rd.

1619 — civil matter, Belleville Rd.

1656 — civil matter, Belleville Rd.

1924 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, Oak

Blvd.

1853 — intrusion alarm, E. Huron River Dr.
1907 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,

Belleville Area Independent/August 7, 2025

Denton Rd./Van Born Rd.
1927 — assist citizen, Edison Lk.
1947 — property check, Belleville Rd.
2001 — prisoner transport, Russell
2057 - background investigation, Tyler Rd.
2215 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Laguna Dr.
2232 — intrusion alarm, Ecorse Rd.
XXXX — repossession, Kirkridge Park Dr.
Friday, Aug. 1:
0034 — breaking & entering, Bemis Rd.
0304 — malicious destruction of property, Belleville
Rd.
XXXX — repossession, Michigan Ave.
0850 — property damage accident, Belleville Rd. /
N.I1-94 Service Dr.
0930 — property damage accident, Belleville Rd. /
N.I1-94 Service Dr.
1009 - intrusion alarm, Marlowe Ave.
1023 — intrusion alarm, Robson Rd.
1051 - vehicle lockout, Pine Dr.
1149 — animal complaint, Denton Rd.
1245 — road hazard, Rawsonville/Grove Rd.
1507 — retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
1533 — intrusion alarm, Pinewood Ln.
1551 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Mida Dr.
1604 — intrusion alarm, Bemis Rd.
1617 — welfare check, Lake Crest Dr.
1617 — assist other dept., E. I-94/Vining Rd.
1643 — intrusion alarm, N. I-94 Service Dr.
1718 — misc. complaint, E. Sadie Ln.
1806 — road hazard, Michigan Ave./Denton Rd.
1849 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, Van
Buren St.
1847 — property damage accident, Belleville Rd. /
Van Born Rd.
1939 — welfare check, E. Huron River Dr.
2120 — juvenile complaint, Kirkridge Park Dr.
2208 — civil matter, E. Sadie Ln.
2226 — fraud, E. Sadie Ln.
2239 — property check, Lohr Rd.
2247 — assist other dept., E. I-94/Belleville Rd.
2252 — assist other dept., E. I-94/Belleville Rd.
Saturday, Aug. 2:
0011 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, Old
Denton Rd./Denton Rd.
0042 — motorist assist, Belleville Rd./E. I-94
0203 - fight, Park Estates Dr.
0419 — domestic, Parkwood Dr.
0746 — welfare check, S. Bellridge Dr.
0852 — disorderly, Edison Lk.
1043 — welfare check, Belleville Rd.
1147 — welfare check, S. 1-94 Service Dr.
1200 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Belleville Rd.
1321 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Doree Ave./Rogers Ave.
1338 — found property/child, Ashbury Dr.
1401 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, Oak
Ln.
1401 — parking complaint, Lancaster Dr.
XXXX — repossession, Pinewood Ln.
1811 — assist citizen, Belleville Rd.
1910 — juvenile complaint, Village Center Dr.
2020 — fight, Edison Lk.
2118 — disorderly, N. I-94 Service Dr.
2140 — assist other dept., Ecorse/I-275
2145 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, N.
1-94 Service Dr./Morton Taylor Rd.
2209 — welfare check, Ecorse Rd.
2242 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Ecorse Rd.
2230 — assist fire dept., S. I-94 Service Dr.
2256 — noise complaint, Tyler Rd./Sage Cir.
2346 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Victoria St.
Also, on this log are 228 traffic stops, 4 of which are
on the I-94 and I-275 freeways.

Belleville Police
Dispatch Log

Sunday, July 27:
1012 — property check, 801 Denton Rd.
1527 — larceny, 25 Main St.

Monday, July 28:

1007 — ordinance violation — all 7300 MICR codes,

548 E. Huron River Dr.

1113 — family trouble, 29 Loza Ln.
1445 — assist fire dept., 575 Sumpter Rd.

1642 — property damage accident, 3 San Carlos St.

1656 — intrusion alarm, 45201 Owen St.

2041 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 330
Charles St.
Tuesday, July 29:

0106 — assist fire dept., 975 Sumpter Rd.

0221 - suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 35
Carmell St.

1416 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 400
N. Liberty St.

1716 — misc. complaint, 407 E. Huron River Dr.

2125 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 348
N. Liberty St.
Wednesday, July 30:

0201 — assist fire dept., 275 W. Columbia Ave.

1359 — mental subject, 220 W. Columbia Ave.

1758 — assist fire dept., 575 Sumpter Rd.

2119 — assist citizen, 147 Carmell St.
Thursday, July 31:

0813 — civil matter, 50 South St.

1114 — assist fire dept., 188 Belle Villa Blvd.

1154 — assist fire dept., 575 Sumpter Rd.

1623 — threat, 476 W. Columbia Ave.

1736 — property damage accident, 67 Main St.
Friday, Aug. 1:

1002 — assist fire dept., 27 Santa Clara St.

1122 — juvenile complaint, 154 Carmell St.

1308 — assist fire dept., 430 Robbe St.
Saturday, Aug. 2:

1013 — property damage accident, N. Liberty St. /
Main St.

1243 — animal complaint, 6 Main St.

1615 — intrusion alarm, 504 Main St.

2244 — noise complaint, 21 Carmell St.
There are 70 reports on this week’s log, 42 of which
are traffic stops.

Sumpter Township
Police Dispatch Log

Sunday, July 27:
0005 — family trouble, 47000 bl. Willis Rd.
0055 — suspicious person, Nevada St.
0245 — suspicious circumstance, New Mexico
1100 — property damage accident, Bemis/Sumpter
1222 — follow-up investigation, out of township
1531 - 911 hangup, Hampshire Dr.
1717 — follow-up investigation, 17000 bl. Sumpter
2009 -- felony warrant arrest, 46000 bl. Bemis
2159 — 911 hangup, Rustic Ln.
Monday, July 28:
0259 — fire dept. assist, Rawsonville/Bemis
0554 — suspicious circumstance, 46000 bl. Willis
0629 — malicious destruction of property, Texas
0800 — civil matter, Brookview Dr.
0907 — 911 hangup, Lohr Rd./Timber Creek Dr.
1134 — neighbor dispute, 45000 bl. Harris Rd.
1232 — 911 hangup, Colorado/California
1314 — suspicious circumstance, 24000 bl. Haggerty
Rd.
1355 — animal complaint, 49000 bl. Arkona Rd.
1514 — citizen assist, Victoria Commons
1602 — traffic complaint/hazard, Clay/Sumpter
1626 — fire dept. assist, 49000 bl. Judd Rd.
1811 — fire dept. assist, 41000 bl. Harris Rd.
1828 — disorderly person, Oregon St.
2155 — welfare check, 19000 bl. Crandell
2333 — suspicious circumstance, 50000 bl. Willis
Tuesday, July 29:
0016 — mental health call, Utah
0041 — 911 hangup, Washington St./Vermont St.
0110 — family trouble, Magnolia Dr.
0302 — death investigation, 47000 bl. Executive
0705 — assist other agency, Mulberry Dr.
1018 — civil matter, Utah St.
1119 — family trouble, 49000 bl. Sherwood Ct.
1152 — 911 hangup, 47000 bl. Wear Rd.
1223 — follow-up investigation, 23000 bl. Sumpter
1402 — citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
1429 — fire dept. assist, 19000 bl. Sherwood Rd.
1445 — suspicious circumstance, 21000 bl. Prince
1458 — suspicious person, Hampshire Dr.
1610 — suspicious person, Brookview Dr.
1716 — alarm, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
1718 — citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
1825 — welfare check, Knollwood Dr.
1832 — harassment complaint, 41000 bl. Harris Rd.
1850 — civil matter, Oregon
1910 — traffic complaint/hazard, 48000 bl. Bemis
1948 — ORV complaint, 28000 bl. Elwell Rd.

(Continued on page 19)
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1537 — follow-up investigation, 48000 bl. Bemis

1715 — civil matter, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.

1725 — 911 hangup, 48000 bl. Wear Rd.

1902 — suspicious person, Stonecrest Dr.

1950 — family trouble, 23000 bl. Bohn Rd.

2138 — alarm, 20000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
Thursday, July 31:

0355 — fire dept. assist, lowa St.

0542 — suspicious circumstance, Sumpter/Willis

0737 — follow-up investigation, out of township

0819 — felony warrant arrest, Rawsonville/Willis

1001 — assist other agency, 44000 bl. Judd Rd.

1029 — civil matter, 51000 bl. Willis Rd.

1115 — suspicious circumstance, Wear/Haggerty

1140 — family trouble, Nevada St.

1224 — fire dept. assist, 23000 bl. Martinsville Rd.

1534 — welfare check, 47000 bl. Willow Rd.

1549 — assist other agency, 24000 bl. Sherwood

1717 — civil matter, 19000 bl. Karr Rd.

1748 — follow-up investigation, 23000 bl. Bohn

1837 — family trouble, Alaska St.

1901 - suspicious person, Carriage Ln.

2012 - fire dept. assist, Magnolia Dr.

Sumpter Township
Police Dispatch Log

(continued from page 18)

2027 — civil matter, Oregon St.

2057 — juvenile matter, Ohio St.

2117 — 911 hangup, Oregon St.

2207 — suspicious person, Sumpter/Oakville Waltz

2357 — harassment complaint, Washington St.
Wednesday, July 30:

0058 — fire dept. assist, 22000 bl. Fenster Ave.

0854 — suspicious circumstance, Willis Rd. /

Rawsonville Rd.

1134 — 911 hangup, 21000 bl. Sumpter Rd.

1154 — welfare check, 20000 bl. Haggerty Rd.

1215 — property damage accident, 22000 bl. Clark

1335 — alarm, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.

1338 — follow-up investigation, 17000 bl. Sumpter

1416 — follow-up investigation, 22000 bl. Clark

1425 — 911 hangup, Alaska St.

“Serving the Belleville and Van Buren community for

over 20 years with quality and caring service.” R £
CROWNS ¢ ROOT CANALS ¢ EXTRACTIONS ¢ FILLINGS '~'.'-.-3.“ A
WHITENING « BONDING ¢ DENTURES (SOFT & FLEXIBLE)
HEALTHY KIDS DENTAL "y 7

Accepting Blue Cross Complete,

SENIOR & MILITARY Molina, Wellcare, Meridian &
DISCOUNTS Medicaid!

SAME DAY DENTURE REPAIRS RV I .-y ALV. b &4
Immediate Dentures and 781 Sumpter Rd. Belleville
Flippers Available.

Quality Dentures at
Affordable Prices!

(IN BELLE PLAZA)

CHPLETEEITRE o AL 500 % NEW PATIENT S Q109

COUPON & X-Rays

IS YOUR BUSINESS
A TARGET
ot BURGLARS @

134-69/7-2888

Get SERIOUS about your Security!
WE CAN PROVIDE A REAL SOLUTION
for BOTH your Business & Home...

* Remote Control-View-Playback
* Email / Smartphone Alerts

* PC / Mac Support

* No monthly fees

$1500

Includes:

¢ Installation
¢ 4) HD Cameras (bullet or dome)
i/ * 19” Monitor
« DVR (2TB)

Actual hardware may vary.

innovative

COMPUTERS

Full-Service IT * Networks ¢ Cameras

&)
“ A veteran-owned company, supporting Michigan businesses since 1995.
Serving Metro Detroit to Lansing * InnovativeComputers.net

2115 — fire dept. assist, 47000 bl. Wear Rd.
Friday, Aug. 1:

0015 — suspicious person, Karr Rd./Wear Rd.

0423 — fire dept. assist, 23000 bl. Bohn Rd.

0843 — fire dept. assist, 45000 bl. Bontekoe Ave.

0910 — mental health call, 28000 bl. Clark Rd.

1006 — assist other agency, Oakville Waltz Rd. /

Exeter Rd.

1027 — civil matter, 47000 bl. Willow Rd.

1153 — property damage accident, Judd/Sumpter

1354 — 911 hangup, 48000 bl. Willow Rd.

1409 — welfare check, 21000 bl. Sherwood Rd.

1627 — fire dept. assist, 44000 bl. Arkona Rd.

1716 — suspicious circumstance, Arizona St.

1844 — civil matter, 21000 bl. Elwell Rd.

1850 — welfare check, 23000 bl. Bohn Rd.
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1957 — 911 hangup, Creekside Dr.

2013 — citizen assist, Texas St.

2113 — suspicious person, Texas St.

2210 — noise complaint, 45000 bl. Harris Rd.

2307 - assist other agency, 49000 bl. Sherwood Ct.
Saturday, Aug. 2:

0257 — operating while intoxicated arrest,

Martinsville Rd./Bemis Rd.

0503 — 911 hangup, Nevada St.

1107 — assist other agency, Rawsonville/Willow

1137 — prisoner check, Huron Twp. PD

1224 — fire dept. assist, Hampshire Dr.

1305 — neighbor dispute, 45000 bl. Harris Rd.

2356 — 911 hangup, 25000 bl. Karr Rd.
Also, on this week’s log are 128 patrol checks, 36
traffic stops, and nine misc. details.

Sumpter Twp. resident charged
with murder of live-in girlfriend

Following an investigation into the
reported suicide of 24-year-old Haleigh
Pace at her home on
Montana Street in the
Holiday West Mobile
Home Community
on June 29, 2025, her
39-year-old live-in
boyfriend, David Paul
McPherson, has been ]

arrested and charged
with her murder.
The charge was entered July 31.
McPherson was video-arraigned in

custody on July 31 by Judge Lisa Martin at
34th District Court on charges filed by the
Wayne County Prosecutor’s Office.

He is charged with second-degree
homicide and felony firearm possession.
His bond has been set at $100,000 cash
or surety, and if he does bond-out he is
to be on a GPS tether and not to contact
the protected party. All firearms are to be
forfeited to the police department and he is
not to purchase or possess firearms.

McPherson’s probable cause conference
was set for Aug. 13 and his preliminary
exam for Aug. 20 before Judge Martin.

There’s still time to enter
Michigan’s Big Tree Hunt

This summer, Michiganders are invited
to join the adventure of searching for the
biggest trees in the state.

ReLeaf Michigan’s Big Tree Hunt is a free,
family-friendly contest that encourages
people to get outdoors and appreciate the
incredibly large trees around us every day.

The contest’s deadline is Aug. 22,2025, a
few weeks left to go hunting for big trees.
The 16th biennial Big Tree Hunt is more
than a fun outdoor challenge; it’s a way
for Michiganders to help document, honor,
and highlight the state’s most impressive
trees.

Learn more about the contest and enter
your submissions at: www.bigtreehunt.
com

TREE SERVICE, INC.

Tree Removal ¢ Tree Trimming
Tree Pruning ® Brush Removal
Stump Grinding
OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
FULLY INSURED

Free Estimates ® Senior Discounts

No Tree Too Big, No Tree Too Small

734-753-5800
TNTTREE.COM

The contest recognizes:

» The largest tree in every Michigan
county

* The largest tree found by a Big Tree
Hunter age 16 or older

* The largest tree found by a Big Tree
Hunter age 15 or younger

* The largest White Pine (Michigan’s
state tree)

* Potential new state champions for
specific tree species

Trees discovered during the contest
help update the Michigan Champion
Tree Registry and have the potential to
become part of the National Champion
Tree Registry. Entries are also regularly
featured as the Big Tree of the Week on
ReLeaf Michigan’s Facebook page.

After the contest closes, ReLeaf
Michigan’s team will verify the
measurements of the largest trees. Winning
trees and their nominators will be honored
in a special awards ceremony at Chippewa
Nature Center in Midland on Oct. 18. In
the last contest, over 100 certificates and
prizes were awarded from entries across 79
of Michigan’s 83 counties.

“Everyone has a big tree somewhere near
them,” said Lindsay Lights, chair of the
Michigan Big Tree Hunt. “Now is the time
to look, then submit your tree before the
contest ends on Aug. 22.”

The Big Tree Hunt was started in 1993
by ReLeaf Michigan, the only 501(c)
(3) statewide tree planting non-profit in
Michigan.
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BELLEVILLE LAKE
PENDING

250 LIBERTY #310, BELLEVILLE 51105 ARKONA, SUMPTER TOWNSHIP 8525 CHERRY HILL, SUPERIOR TOWNSHIP 209 MAIN STREET, BELLEVILLE
THIRD FLOOR PENTHOUSE LIKE VIEWS of Belleville | FARGE ON LAND WITH OVER 13 ACRES Featuring | \wAy FROM THE NOISE. Ultra Premium Kitchen, 4 bed- | IT’S A POSSIBLE ANYTHING! 7,000+ Square Foot Build-
Lake in One of the Largest Two Bedroom units. Includes the | 3 Bedrooms, 2 1/2 Baths, Family Room with Natural Fire-

L lace, 2 Car Attached Garage plus Deck and More, $350,000 | F00MS (First Floor Master), 3 1/2 Baths, 4,400 Sq Ft , Fin- | ing on High Traffic Main Street. Large Rooms Everywhere
use of Lakefront Dock and Covered Parking $165,000 place, che ge plus Dec ore. i ished Basement, 40x60 Pole Barn on 5 1/2 Acres. $1.150,000 | Finished Basement 6 plus Car Attached Garage. $749,000
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