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Due to the upcoming Labor Day 
Holiday, ALL DISPLAY ADS must 
be submitted by 4:00 p.m. Friday, 
Sept. 1st. CLASSIFIED ADS must 
be submitted by Noon Tuesday, 

Sept. 5th.The office will be closed 
Monday, Sept. 4th.

EARLY
DEADLINES

Independent photo by Bob Mytych
After last Thursday’s walk over the Belleville Bridge, the walkers paused for a photo before heading off to the Taste of Belleville. In front are those dressed as Rosie the Riveters, 
who were honored at the Bridge Walk. The youngest “Rosie” is in a stroller.

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   Sherry Frazier was at Monday’s regular 
meeting of the Van Buren Public Schools 
Board of Education to ask members if 
the Civil Rights law suit brought by four 
Savage Elementary school teachers in May 
2016 had been settled yet.
   Frazier, who is an elected Van Buren 
Township trustee, had also been an elected 
school board trustee until she resigned 
under pressure over a perceived conflict of 
interest over the paving of McBride Road. 
She waited until the very end of Monday’s 
meeting to ask her question.
   “It’s the last meeting before school starts 

VB School Board to settle law suit brought by Savage teachers
and I hoped for a report on the Savage 
lawsuit against the district,” she said, 
adding she was hoping for transparency 
and the district is going down a path not in 
the best interests of the students.
   “Every dollar counts,” Frazier stated. 
‘We’ve wasted a lot of time and money. We 
paid for deposing new teachers, parents, 
board members, spouses of teachers.
   “Supt. Kudlak drove to Bloomfield 
Hills to listen to the depositions and 
when he couldn’t be present, he read the 
depositions.
   “The board has spent numerous hours in 
executive sessions with attorneys present. 
It’s unfortunate we had to go there. The 

public has to rise up and say: no more,” 
she said.
   Frazier said the district has spent in excess 
of $500,000 on this law suit.
   Board President Keith Johnston said 
Frazier knows they can’t talk publicly about 
what goes on in closed-door sessions.
   But School Supt. Pete Kudlak cut in.
   “We have an agreement in concept and 
they’re working out the paperwork,” Supt. 
Kudlak said. He told the Independent they 
hoped the agreement would be on the 
agenda of the Sept. 11 board meeting.
   “I want to get this settled as much as 
anyone,” stated Johnston, who was not on 
the board when the law suit was brought.
   He said Supt. Kudlak came into this 
situation that was a mess and spent a lot of 
time on it. Kudlak was hired after the suit 
had been filed.
   Frazier, who was on the school board at 
the time but was not named in the suit, had 

been in many of the closed-door sessions 
on the issue.
   “I tried to get four to settle, but three 
board members dug in their heels,” Frazier 
said. “Two are here tonight and one is not 
here.”
   She referred to board members Kelly Owen 
and Alison Bennett, who were present, and 
Kevin English, who was absent. They all 
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The Belleville-Area
Independent New Website
is Now Online! Visit us @ 

bellevilleareaindependent.com

Read The Newspaper 
On The Web!

575 Sumpter Road
Belleville, MI 48111

Leasing Phone: 734-699-8676
Join Our Waitlist: 1-800-593-3052
Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9:00am-Noon

TTD Phone: 1-800-348-7011

Email: seniorhousing@csi.coop
Website: www.csi.coop

“Camaraderie and serenity of mind make ours a happy home!”

Quality, Non-profit Housing for Seniors 62+

Belleville

Belleville Co-Op Apts.

is 100% Smoke Free

TREE SERVICE, INC.

10% OFF TREE REMOVAL 
OVER $300 w/AD*

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Fully Insured

No Tree Too Big, No Tree Too Small
734-753-5800

tnttree.com
*ONLY VALID AT TIME OF ESTIMATE.

Quality Home
Maintenance Service

Belleville, MI 48111

Licensed
Insured www.AQHMS.com

Rick Smith
Electrician

Builder
734-968-4509

Kitchens & Baths • Interior & Exterior Painting • Additions
Basements • Decks • Docks • Concrete

FLOORING!  Tile, Ceramic, Carpet, Laminate, Hardwood
30 YEARS

EXPERIENCE SCHEDULE NOW
For Summer Projects!

Enroll in Our Fall Program

Belleville 
Child Care

For children ages 22 to 12 years.
We offer:
   Pre-School
   2 Directors
  We Accept DHS

40 Years Experience & Qualified Teachers.
Open Mon.-Fri - 6am - 6pm

734-697-4523
41505 S. I-94 Service Drive
Belleville, Michigan 48111

Accurate Dental Denture Inc.
QUALITY CARING SERVICE AT AFFORDABLE PRICES

CROWNS  •  ROOT CANALS  •  EXTRACTIONS
FILLINGS  •  WHITENING  •  BONDING

DENTURES (SOFT & FLEXIBLE)

734-697-5477
781 Sumpter Rd. Belleville

(IN BELLE PLAZA)

HEALTHY KIDS DENTAL
Accepting Blue Cross Complete,

United Health, Molina,
Meridian & Medicaid!

SAME DAY DENTURE REPAIRS
Immediate Dentures and

Flippers Available.

Quality Dentures at
Affordable Prices!

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

$4999BACK TO SCHOOL
SPECIAL

Exam, Cleaning, Fluoride & X-rays
Children Ages 3 to 16 WITH COUPON 

60 Main Street, Downtown Belleville
Open 7 Days 6am – 10pm • (734) 697-3033

SAM’S PLACE
FAMILY DINING

BAI

• Try Our Delicious Homemade Stir Frys,
   Greek Salads, Stuffed Cabbage,
   Perogies & Other Polish Combos
• All You Can Eat Fish  – $9.99 Everyday
• Daily Lunch & Dinner Specials

BAI

Mini Breakfast  – $2.49
EGGS, HASH BROWNS,

BACON OR SAUSAGE/TOAST
With purchase of beverage per person
Mon-Fri 6am-11am. Not valid on specials. With coupon only. 

Coupon may not be combined. Dine-in only. Expires 9/30/2017

$5 OFF
From 11am – 10pm Everyday
Any Purchase of $25 or More
Dine-in only. With coupon. Not valid with 

any other offer. One coupon per visit. One 
coupon per table. Expires 9/30/2017

10% OFF
Minimum $4.50 Purchase

Entire
Bill

BAI

Not valid on specials. With coupon only. Coupon may 
not be combined. Dine-in only. Expires 9/30/2017

Mini Breakfast  – $2.49
EGGS, HASH BROWNS,

BACON OR SAUSAGE/TOAST
With purchase of beverage per person

BAI

Mon-Fri 6am-11am. Not valid on specials. With coupon only. 
Coupon may not be combined. Dine-in only. Expires 9/30/2017

EXPRESS TIRE
AND AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

10625 Belleville Road, Belleville, MI 48111  (734) 697-2424

Ask About Rebates on Select Tires.

We Accept Competitor’s Coupons.

HOURS:
MONDAY – FRIDAY

7:30 A.M. – 6:00 P.M.
SATURDAYS

8:00 A.M. – 2:00 P.M.
… AND MANY OTHER TIRE BRANDS

AT COMPETITIVE PRICES

America’s Tire Since 1900

THE NEXT REVOLUTION IN TIRES

OIL
CHANGE

SPECIAL!
$2495*

Includes synthetic blend up 
to 5 quarts, filter, 25 point
 inspection, battery test, 

coolant test, etc.
*By appointment only.

Add a tire rotation for an 
additional $10.

 State-Certified Mechanics  Oil Changes  Tune-Ups 
 Brakes  Shocks/Struts  Front-End Work 

 Alignments  Batteries  Charging Systems 
 Radiator & Transmission Fluid Changes 

 Check-Engine Light Diagnostics 
LOCAL SHUTTLE AVAILABLE!
For Faster Service, Make An Appointment.

Not valid with any other offer.
With Coupon Only.
Expires 12/31/17

10625 BELLEVILLE RD.
BELLEVILLE, Ml 48111

$50 OFF
BRAKE SERVICE

($25 per axle. Premium rotors)
Mail-in rebate ends 9/30/17

Not valid with any other offer.
With Coupon Only.
Expires 12/31/17

10625 BELLEVILLE RD.
BELLEVILLE, Ml 48111

$20 OFF
ALIGNMENT

BACK TO SCHOOL 
SAVINGS!

     EXPRESS TIRE
AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

1234 5678 9000 0001
JOHN Q PUBLIC      02/02/2018

SAME AS 
CASH FOR
6 MONTHS*

*Minimum of $199
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Sumpter Township Fire Fighter William Simmons retired from the fire department as 
of Sept. 1 and he was honored at the township board meeting on Aug. 22. From left 
are union president Eric Long, Simmons, Fire Chief Joseph Januszyk, and Trustee Don 
LaPorte, who also is a fire fighter.

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   If the Sumpter Township Board of 
Trustees approves the second reading of a 
new ordinance at its next meeting on Sept. 
12, it will be the first municipality in the 
tri-community to officially opt out of the 
state’s new Michigan Medical Marihuana 
Facilities Licensing Act (MMFLA).
   At its regular meeting Aug. 22, the Sumpter 
board voted unanimously to approve the 
first reading of an ordinance to amend the 
current zoning ordinances regarding the 
use and operation of medical marijuana 
facilities, as recommended by the planning 
commission.
   The ordinance was explained as being 
to finish work started in the past to add 
medical marijuana language to the language 
for each zoning district under the Michigan 
Marijuana Act.
   But, it is more than that.
   While there has been little public 
discussion before the Sumpter board about 
the MMFLA that takes effect in December, 
this ordinance definitely declares that 
Sumpter is opting out of the state law that 
allows dispensaries.
   The Purpose of this ordinance explains 
in the beginning that it allows medical 
marijuana caregiver facilities in certain 
zoning classifications.
   Then, “… That notwithstanding any 
language contained in any Township 
Ordinance to the contrary, it is the intent and 
official action of the Township of Sumpter, 
to clearly elect not to participate in any 
manner and not to be a part of any permitted 
use, uses, or operations that may be allowed 
under the State of Michigan Medical 
Marihuana Facilities Licensing Act, being 
Public Act 281 of 2016 (MMFLA). By 
enactment of this Ordinance, the Township 
of Sumpter does absolutely and effectively 
opt out of any participation under the 
MMFLA.”
   At its Aug. 22 meeting, the township board 

Sumpter to opt out of new MMFLA law for marijuana dispensaries

also:
   • Voted unanimously to purchase and 
install one handicapped-accessible door 
on the west entrance of the township hall 
at a cost of $2,920.60 from Michigan 
Commercial Door, which had the lower of 
two bids. The door will have push buttons 
on the inside and outside of the door and 
two handicapped parking signs will be 
placed at parking spaces outside the door in 
the parking lot. Sumpter Township attorney 
Rob Young said the installation of the door 
was on hold waiting for federal Community 
Development Block Grant funds to come in. 
He said February or March was too soon to 
get bids which are good for only so long. 
He said the funds were released in July. 
“This idea has been in place for six, seven, 

eight months,” Young said. The lack of 
such a door had been an issue in the 2016 
election;
   • Approved the retirement, with regrets, 
of fire fighter William Simmons effective 
Sept. 1;
   • Approved the hiring of David Behrendt 
as a fire fighter pending outcome of his 
physical evaluation. He said he has lived in 
Sumpter for 90% of his life. He introduced 
his wife and three children;
   • Approved the first reading of the repeals 
of Section 6.55 and portions of Sections 
4.15.2 and 4.16.2 of the Sumpter Township 
Zoning Ordinance, as recommended by the 
planning commission. At a recent meeting 
Young said those sections referencing 
placement of provisionary centers were 

enacted when the township thought it knew 
what the state was going to do on Medical 
Marijuana and it was wrong. They do not 
make sense and need to be repealed, he 
said;
   • Heard Fire Chief Januszyk remind 
everyone that the annual chicken broil will 
be at noon, Sept. 10, at the Sumpter Fire 
hall. Tickets are $10 each;
   • Heard Supervisor John Morgan announce 
that Bemis Road is being paved; three 
flagpoles have been installed in front of 
township hall for the American, State, and 
Sumpter flags and lights are being installed; 
and everyone is welcome to the Aug. 27 ice 
cream social from 1 to 4 p.m. at the Moose 
Lodge;
   • Heard Trustee Don Swinson announce it 
is a Fusion not a Focus that is being given 
away by Atchinson and the Chamber of 
Commerce. He reminded everyone that 
the 22nd-annual Don Rochon Memorial Car 
Show is Sept. 17;
   • Heard Trustee Don LaPorte report he 
looked into possible delays of the Huron 
Valley Ambulance caused by the closure of 
the Waltz Road Bridge. He got a letter from 
HVA that said it is able to post mapping 
changes and route around any closures. It 
also has changed where it is staging the 
ambulances and has an improved response 
time of 30 seconds faster than before the 
bridge closing. HVA reported it had a 
12-minute response time 90% of the time;
   • Heard State Rep. Joe Bellino, R-Monroe, 
who represents Sumpter in Lansing, 
announce his presence at the meeting and 
offer to stay after the meeting to answer any 
questions or concerns people may have; 
and
   • Went into closed-door session to discuss 
the Aug. 21 attorney’s opinion letter on 
19435 Sumpter Road and to discuss an 
update on the Fraternal Order of Police 
contract negotiations. 

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

      The asbestos removal is complete 
and it will take about a month to have the 
buildings torn down so the reconstruction 
of the old Albert Harris home at 10101 and 
10151 Belleville Road can begin.
   “It looks like a war zone,” said Susan 
Ireland, executive director of the Van 
Buren Township Downtown Development 
Authority.
   Ireland gave a report on progress of the 
Belleville Road Placemaking project at the 
DDA’s regular meeting Aug. 22.
   She presented a preliminary drawing of 

VBT DDA gets report on Belleville Road Placemaking project
what the new building could look like and 
showed samples of the exterior colors and 
some interior colors. Ireland said Wakely 
Associates/Architects of Warren, advised 
her that they planned to submit full civil 
drawings to the township’s planning 
department on Aug. 25. This will generate 
the scheduling of a staff review meeting.
   Ireland said there has been some 
redesigning, with the house and garage 
now being connected. And, the stone 
has changed for the exterior and colors 
changed. She showed the carpet with a 
random design.
   She said the interior designer is coming 

the following week.
   Ireland said they saved some things 
from the old house, including glass door 
knobs, a couple of doors, the mantle off 
the fireplace, and a large wooden toy. They 
also found a raccoon skeleton.
   The plan is that the former house would 
end up looking like a lodge that would 
beckon those walking along Belleville 
Road to stop and sit in the quiet gardens 
and participate in activities in the meeting 
rooms and work shops. It was estimated to 
be a $2 million project.

LEDs for street lights?
   Ireland also reported on her consultations 

with DTE about retrofitting the lighting 
fixtures on the Belleville Road streetscape 
lampposts to get LEDs, which take less 
power to operate.
   She said because they are teardrop fixtures 
affixed to the arms, the DDA would have to 
buy new arms and fixtures and can’t just 
plug in the new lights.
   She said the cost would be $142,142 for 
this and it would be a 4.3-year payback, but 
it would be an annual savings of $25,000.
   The DDA now pays an electric bill of 
$59,000 annually and it would be $25,000 
after the conversion.
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   For some reason I called the “eclipse” 
an “equinox” in the headline of last week’s 
editorial on this page. That is stupid. I know 
the difference, but I made the error, anyway, 
and I apologize.
   When I was working at a daily paper in 
Colorado, we celebrated the vernal equinox 
by balancing a raw egg on its end in the 
newsroom. Those of us in the newsroom 
were told you could only do that on the 
equinox and we believed it. I really have 
never tried to balance a raw egg on other 
days. Should have tried it during the 
eclipse.

***
     I was listening to the police/fire scanner 
at about 9:30 the morning of Sunday, Aug. 
20, when I heard an incident that caught my 
attention. A family in the 32000 block of 
Prescott in Huron Township had let their 
dog out the back door and it didn’t come 
back as usual.
   They looked out the front window of their 
home and saw the dog lying in the bushes 
covered with yellow jackets. They called 
the police and the police called the fire 
department and the dog was rescued.
   It turned out the dog’s chain lead was 
twisted in the bushes and he couldn’t get 
out. The fire fighters sprayed the dog with 
water and pulled it to safety.
   They took the dog to the vet and it is 
doing fine. It had a hundred stings, said 
Mark Perkins, Huron Township’s Deputy 
Police Chief.
   I called Mark for information since I’ve 
known him for more than 20 years. Mark 
was Van Buren Police Chief in the olden 
days. Now he works for Huron Township 
and also has been a U.S. Marshal for more 

than five years.
   I appreciate him taking time out of his 
very busy day to hunt up the details of the 
yellow jacket attack. I was worried about 
the dog.

***
   At Monday’s school board meeting, 
School Supt. Pete Kudlak reported that 
officials from Van Buren Township told 
him they wouldn’t be working on the 
paving of McBride until the spring. It had 
been scheduled for work this fall.
   McBride is the hole-filled gravel roadway 
in front of McBride Middle School and the 
school district paid its share of $90,000 to 
get it paved. The rest of the property owners 
on McBride also are paying for the paving.

***
      Also at Monday’s school board meeting, 
Supt. Kudlak said he went to band camp 
last Thursday and there 306 students in 
the band and about 40 volunteers. Later, a 
parent said there were 308 members of the 
band. Whatever. That’s a HUGE band.
   Supt. Kudlak also said after band camp 
last Thursday, he went to the Tiger Varsity 
football game at U of M stadium with Jeff 
Moore. He said he was proud of the BHS 
team that came from behind to win the 
game. He was especially thrilled to be able 
to walk on the field with Moore. He said 
that’s the first time he ever got to walk on 
that field.

***
   Parent Angela Mears told the school board 

she was disappointed that a student point-
kicker had to choose being playing on the 
football team or his soccer game, which 
was the same time. He chose the football 
game, but she said he shouldn’t have to 
choose.
   Supt. Kudlak said 
most schools don’t let 
students participate in 
two varsity sports at the 
same time, so there are 
no choices to make.

***
   A 94-year-old woman 
from Van Buren 
Township said she was in Walmart last 
week and a blonde lady in line behind her 
paid for her $37 purchase. She said she had 
mostly groceries, but also a bottle of wine. 
She said she was very surprised.
   “I’ve heard about it, but my gosh!” she 
said of someone paying someone else’s 
bill.

***
   I was sorry to hear of the passing of 
Cynthia Enzenauer. I remember years ago 
when Cynthia was a school bus driver for 
the Van Buren Schools. She told me about 
how the bus drivers see which kids need 
coats and other necessities and then often 
dig into their pockets to supply what is 
needed. Bus drivers see the kids every day 
and get to know the family stories. Cynthia 
was one of those angels who really cared 
for her kids. RIP

Editorial

It’s Air Show week 
end in Belleville
   It starts with the loud practice flights over 
the tri-community. On Friday, the World 
War II reenactors in U.S. and German 
uniforms convoy into town at around 6 p.m. 
for a pretend fight to save the museum from 
the Germans. Lots of shooting. Children 
hold their ears and cry. Older folks smile 
and frown at seeing the familiar weapons 
and uniforms.
   Main Street will be closed from Third to 
Fifth and there will be no curbside parking in 
that expanse before and during the battle.
   After all the battling, the dead soldiers 
get up and everyone can gather around to 
inspect the tanks and other old vehicles. 
Then, the convoy heads back over the 
bridge through Van Buren Township to 
Willow Run Airport.
   The big shows at Willow Run are on 
Saturday, Sunday, and Monday.
   Police say you’ll hit less traffic by entering 
the airport from the west, but an eastern 
entry is also possible. There are many things 
to do and see inside the air show grounds.
   But, the word around town is that the 
boaters on Belleville Lake have the best 
seats of all. Watch for heavy water traffic 
this week end.
   The Navy’s Blue Angels are the big stars 
of the show, but there are lots of other 
performers. Rides are being offered on 
Yankee Air Force planes, as well. This year, 
the World War II reenactment at the airport 
will include what is called “the largest 
paratroop drop in the world.”
   Enjoy the show by just looking up.
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LettersColumbia Court
Apartments

734-697-8200
Minutes From Shopping, Freeways & Restaurants

For 1 Bedroom & Studio Apartments Only.
Accepting Applications for Individuals 62 & Older

H.U.D. Guidlines Apply
A Senior Facility of National Church Residences

Affordable Housing • Sec 8-202

734-325-7799
Members & Qualified Guests

Belleville Family Center # 934
45476 Harris Road
Belleville, MI 48111
bellevillemoose.com

moose934@yahoo.com

Weekday & Weekend Rates

Bartending Service Provided -
Catering Available -- Ask for Tiff!

Free Wi-Fi Hotspot!

Loyal Order of Moose • Women of the Moose • Moose Legion

The Family Fraternity

“Anyone who has never made
a mistake has never tried

anything new.”
– Albert Einstein

“People don’t care how much you know 
until they know how much you care.”

-- John Maxwell

BARBARA ROGALLE MILLER
Attorney At Law
321 Main Street

Belleville, Michigan 48111
(734) 697-4455 - Fax (734) 697-7177

Thank you, Jerry Bies, 
for speaking up
To the editor:
   I would like to say a special thank you 
to Mr. Jerry Bies for speaking up and 
putting in a big effort into getting Bemis 
Road paved. There should be more people 
speaking up and putting in the effort into 
getting our roads fixed.
   I have been complaining about Belleville 
roads for a while and what roads have been 
done Davenport has done a fine job.
   Please, help me speak up. I have been 
complaining about Savage, Haggerty, and 
Willis Road west of Sherwood. Nothing 
has happened, yet they paved part of Judd 
and the subdivision. (Wonder who owns 
that or whose relative lives there.) Judd 
should have been paved all the way down 
to Rawsonville.
   I have also complained about the trees 
overhanging into the roads and at certain 
intersections you have to pull up to see 
oncoming traffic.
   Please call or email Wayne County 
Commissioner Al Haidous, (313) 224-
0944, ahaidous@waynecounty.com to help 
speak up.
   Thanks to everyone involved.

W. Allen

Everyone needs helping 
hand now and then
To the editor:
   Another blessing within a short time.
   I was driving my handicap van to pick up 
a client when I ran out of gas. When the gas 
gauge is not accurate I try to keep it full. 
But, I had forgotten to get some gas.
   I was on West Huron River Drive, east 
of Rawsonville near Farm Road. A nice 
lady stopped and said, “Can I help you?” 
She said she thought she could help. She 
thought she had some gas at home.
   Another fella in a red truck stopped also. 
Then this fella named Pat drove up on his 
four-wheeler with the biggest gas can I had 
ever seen. He said the lady didn’t have gas, 
so she sent him. A heaven-sent.
   I am proud I live in Sumpter and Belleville 
where they really care. And, I think they 
should be recognized for their good deeds.
   I hope I can carry on helping people. 
Everyone needs a helping hand now and 
then.
   Thanks be to God.

Charlie Crispell
Sumpter Township

League of Women Voters 
take part in sale
To the editor:
   The League of Women Voters, Belleville 
Unit, is participating in the Belleville City-
Wide Yard Sale on Saturday, Sept. 9. We 
will be located at the Law office of Barbara 
Rogalle Miller at 321 Main, between 
Citizen’s Insurance and the  Coldwell 
Banker Building (formerly Century 21).
   We are asking community members  for 
donations of collectibles, costume jewelry, 
dishes, small kitchen items, counter-top 
kitchen appliances, books, small hand tools,   
small items of furniture and the like.  All 
items must be in working condition.
   We will not accept clothes, shoes and 
large furniture or appliances. No broken 
or upholstered furniture. All items must be 
reasonably clean. We reserve the right to 
refuse items.
   We will start accepting items on Friday 
afternoon, Sept. 8 at 3 p.m. until 8 p.m. and 
Saturday morning until 11 a.m.
   Money raised from the yard sale donations 
will be used for Voter Education.
   If you have any questions, please call 
Virginia Belinski at (734) 461-6630.
Barbara Rogalle Miller
Belleville

Community Baby 
Shower set for Sept. 16
To the Editor:
   It was an amazing event to see the total 
eclipse. (Here in our area only 80% was 
visible.) Nevertheless, what an opportunity 
of a life time which many of us will not see 
again.
   The September Days Senior Center 
provided a venue to observe this phenomenal 
event along with light refreshments and 
protective glasses.
   A special thank you for all who worked 
to make Eclipse Day possible for us to ooh 
and ahh!
   In other news, Saturday, Sept. 16, will be 
the 3rd-annual Community Baby Shower 
being held at Trinity Episcopal Church, 
11575 Belleville Road, across from Burger 
King in Belleville, MI. This Shower benefits 
First Step, an organization that aids in 
helping survivors of abuse and violence. 
   The event starts at 11:30 a.m. and runs to 
2:30 p.m.  Ms. Hilary Hitte from First Step 
will be our speaker. This event is Free and 
open to women 18 and up.
   Please, bring NEW, unwrapped baby items: 
diapers, blankets, socks and clothes from 
infant to toddlers, baby bottles, wash cloths 
and other baby items. For more information 
go to http://carstillwagonpublishing.com . 
The shower is sponsored by Carstill Wagon 
Publishing.
   Thank you for your help. 
   Note: If you cannot attend the shower, 
you can donate checks, gift cards to: FIRST 
STEP Wayne, 4400 Venoy Road, Wayne, 
MI 48184.
Marian Caldwell
Van Buren Township
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Towing Available
Open Weekdays 8 a.m – 5 p.m.

EMail: nettroandco@comcast.net
http://www.angelanettro.featuredwebsite.com

  Residential * Commercial * Vacant * Repos * Short Sales

Fax: (734) 697-3531
P.O. Box 592, Belleville, MI 48112

“Real Estate with Real Service”

FREE ESTIMATES! 697-1777
Call Charles "Toby" Leis - anytime

Licensed Master Plumber
#81-10257 "Insured"

Certified Back Flow Cross
Connection Inspector
& Testing

C.A.L. Plumbing & Heating
"Quality and Service you can depend on"

“Helping you to get a fresh start today!”
AAA rated member of the BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU

CS & R DIVORCE & DISABILITY    734-425-1074
28473 WARREN ROAD, GARDEN CITY, MI 48135 (located in the MERCEDES PLAZA)

WEBSITE:  www.GetitDoneWithoutLawyers.com

Save 80% DIVORCE (starting at $75)
SSI & DISABILITY CASES

You can have confidence with CS&R
Judges say our briefs are the “best they have read”

*   QUIT CLAIM DEEDS        *   MOTIONS
*   POWER OF ATTORNEY / WILLS       *   ELMINATE BACK CHILD SUPPORT

RESIDENTIAL AND
COMMERCIAL

westbranchbuilders@yahoo.com

LICENSED
INSURED

SERVING OUR
COMMUNITY FOR
OVER 38 YEARS

PHONE 734-476-1098

21321 KARR RD
BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

The Belleville-Area
Independent New Website
is Now Online! Visit us @ 

bellevilleareaindependent.com

Read The Newspaper 
On The Web! = =

Made you look! Start advertising in the 
Belleville-Area Independent today and 

get noticed too. Home of the buy 3 ads, 
get 1 free. Call Advertising Manager 
Bob Mytych at 734-699-9020 today!

734-461-9458
Visit us @

fmar1.org
and on

Promoting a
Healthy
and Safe
Environment
for All.

Where Pets
and
People Meet.

BASIC OBEDIENCE CLASSES 
STARTING! CALL 734-449-4513

WE’RE AIR CONDITIONING SPECIALISTS!

PORTABLE TOILETS • SEPTIC CLEANING
LUXURY RESTROOM TRAILERS

For All Outdoor Activities

www.ParkwayServices.netOffice: (734) 482-7633 Fax: (734) 482-7632

Golf Courses
Graduations

Picnics
Construction Sites

Family Owned & Operated For 40 Years!

(734) 699-3185

Gabriel Anthony Benitez 
of Belleville buried 
Monday in Brighton
   Gabriel Anthony Benitez, 29, of 
Belleville, who died after being hit by a 
car on I-94 near Romulus on Aug. 21, was 
buried Monday in Brighton.
   Lt. Michael Shaw, public information 
officer for the Michigan State Police, 
said it is his department’s policy not to 
confirm identification of accident victims, 
but Benitez’s friends identified him as 
dying in that crash. Lt. Shaw said MSP are 
investigating the accident and have nothing 
new to report.
   Benitez was born April 7, 1988, in 
Wyandotte to Gabriel A. and Anne M. 
(MacLellan) Benitez. He married the 
love of his life Gabrielle Lexus Johnson 
on May 27, 2011 in Detroit. They had 
three daughters, Isabella Monay, Emiteria 
Maria, and Gianna Alexandra. He also 
is survived by his siblings Carly Marie 
Benitez, Juan Diego Benitez, Mary Jessie 
(Tom) Katsahnia, and Christina Margaret 
Benitez.
   Visitation was Sunday at Borek Jennings 
Funeral Home, Hamburg Chapel (734-
449-0060). A Mass of the Christian Burial 
was said Monday at Holy Spirit Catholic 
Church in Brighton and he was laid to rest 
in Holy Spirit Cemetery.
   Memorial contributions may be given to 
the family for the education of Gabriel’s 
children.

Gabriel Anthony 
Benitez

VBT to test emergency 
sirens with annual
three-minute blast
   Van Buren Township will be testing the 
emergency sirens this Saturday at 1 p.m. 
with the annual three-minute test. The test 
on the first Saturday of the month is usually 
one minute.
   VBT Police Lt. Charles Bazzy is alerting 
the public to the extended blast so they will 
not be alarmed. 
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Things to do in the
Belleville area...

Higgerson & Neal
Funeral Home

Continuing An 85 Year Belleville Tradition Since 1932

James L. Higgerson, Manager
Beverly E. Neal, Director

209 Main Street
Belleville, Michigan 48111

734-697-9400
VISIT US AT WWW.HNFHOME.COM

WHERE FAMILIES COME FIRST

    
     

    
     



             
                

               
         

   
   

       
  
    

  
    

 
   
   

    
    

  

  
    

WHERE FAMILIES COME FIRST

    
     

    
     



             
                

               
         

   
   

       
  
    

  
    

 
   
   

    
    

  

  
    

Includes arrangement conference,
local transportation, crematory,
cremation container,
website obituary
and video tribute.

Simplified

Cremation

$1,695

(734) 697-4500
David C. Brown, Manager   Shelly A. Brown-Chudzinski, Director

Complete Line of Monuments & Markers.
www.DAVIDCBROWNFH.com

David C. Brown Funeral Home

460 E. HURON RIVER DR., BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

Specializing in Celebration of Life Services.

SERVING THE COMMUNITY FOR
OVER 35 YEARS

SERVING BELLEVILLE, SUMPTER TOWNSHIP
& VAN BUREN TOWNSHIP

Obituaries

SANDRA KAY FREY
(September 30, 1958 - August 28, 2017)
Sandra Kay Frey, age 58, long-time resident 
of Belleville, MI, passed away at her home, 
after a four-year battle with cancer.  She was 
born September 30, 1958 in South St. Paul, 
Minnesota, daughter of Leo Friar and Bernice 
Mildred (Rabold) Shellenbarger.
Mrs. Frey retired from Arbor Drugs, now CVS, 
after 20 years as a cashier and aid to numerous 
customers and friends. She was an instrumental 
part of her and her husband Rev. James A. Frey’s 
church, St. Paul Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
Belleville. She enjoyed reading mystery novels, 
baking, and loved being a grandmother.
Sandy is survived by her husband of nearly 38 
years, Rev. James A. Frey; four children Melissa 
(Rev. Matthew) Minzlaff of Tomah, Wisconsin, 
Rev. Daniel (Angela) Frey of Lees Summit, 
Missouri, Rev. David (Heidi) Frey of Mission 
Viejo, California, and Rachel (Michael) Wirth 
of Belleville, MI; 12 grandchildren and one on 
the way; her mother Bernice Shellenbarger of 
Inver Grove Heights, Minnesota; brother Craig 
(Beth) Shellenbarger of Eagen, Minnesota; also 
numerous extended family, church family, and 
friends. She was preceded in death by her father 
Leo Shellenbarger in 1986.
Visitation was 4-8 p.m. Wednesday at David 
C. Brown Funeral Home, 460 E. Huron River 
Dr., Belleville, MI   48111-2764 (734) 697-
4500.  She will be In-State 9:30-10:30 a.m. 
Thursday, August 31, 2017 at St. Paul Ev. 
Lutheran Church, 47445 W. Huron River Dr., 
Belleville, with a 10:30 a.m. Funeral Mass, 
followed by a luncheon in the church fellowship 
hall.  Interment will be in Glen Eden Lutheran 
Memorial Park, Livonia at 2:30 p.m.
Memorial contributions may be made to St. 
Paul Ev. Lutheran Church, and would be 
appreciated.
www.davidcbrownfh.com 

Sandra Kay Frey
CYNTHIA M. ENZENAUER
(December 9, 1942 - August 28, 2017)
Cynthia Marie Enzenauer, age 74, long-time Van 
Buren Township resident, passed away Monday, 
August 28, 2017, at her home, surrounded by 
family.  She was born December 9, 1942 in 
Detroit, MI, daughter of Albert & Mary Agnes 
(Pachy) Owens.
Cynthia drove a school bus for Van Buren Public 
Schools for 34 years.  She enjoyed time with 
friends, and cherished time with her grandchildren. 
She is survived by  4 children:  John Albert 
(Mary) Enzenauer of Carp Lake, MI, Kathleen 
Ann Merritt of Holly, MI, David Charles 
(Wendy) Enzenauer of Las Vegas, Nevada, and 
Karen Marie (Gregory) Soper of Belleville; 
5 grandchildren: Heiner (Sina) Enzenauer of 
Germany, Matthew Soper of Belleville, MI, Tyler 
Merritt of Texas, Ashley (Justin) Minkowski of 
Mt. Morris, MI and Nathan Soper of Belleville, 
MI, also a brother, Allan (Susan) Owens of 
Hudsonville, MI. Cynthia was preceded in 
death by her father Albert Owens, step-father 
Clifford Prain and grandparents John and Julia 
Pachy, mother Mary Owens-Prain, sister Juliann 
McArthur.
Visitation will be Thursday 4-8 p.m. and Friday 
2-8 p.m. with a 2:00 p.m. Funeral Saturday, 
September 2, 2017 at David C. Brown Funeral 
Home, 460 E. Huron River Dr., Belleville, 
MI  48111-2764 (734) 697-4500. Pastor Gordon 
Moore will officiate.  Interment will follow in 
Otisville Cemetery, Van Buren Township, MI.
Memorial contributions may be made to 
the American Cancer Society and would be 
appreciated.              www.davidcbrownfh.com 

Cynthia Marie Enzenauer

THOMAS D. HONEYCUTT
(May 1, 1963 -- August 24, 2017)
Age 54 of Van Buren Township. Survived 
by wife Gail, three grandchildren, ten great-
grandchildren, four siblings. Private burial at 
Evergreen Cemetery, Alpena. Arrangements by 
Janowiak Funeral Home, Sumpter Chapel.
www.janowiakfuneralhome.com

   • Thursday, Aug. 31 – Michigan Senator 
Hoon-Yung Hopgood, D-Taylor, will meet with 
constituents at the Romulus House Restaurant, 
9110 Wayne Road, Romulus, at 3 p.m. for a 
coffee hour. Tell him your concerns about state 
government.
   • Thursday, Aug. 31 – 6:30 - 9:30 p.m. Henry 
and Friends Dinner Theater Fundraiser for the 
Belleville Area Museum, 6:30-9:30 p.m., with 
Russell Dore’ at WCCC – Western Campus, 
9555 Haggerty Rd., Van Buren Township, $25 
per person includes Henry’s favorite - breakfast 
for dinner: eggs, pancakes, sausage, and orange 
juice.
   • Friday, Sept. 1 – Battle for Belleville, World 
War II reenactment on Main Street in front of the 

Belleville Area Museum, starting around 6 p.m.
   • Saturday, Sunday, and Monday, Sept. 2, 
3, 4 – Thunder over Michigan at Willow Run 
Airport.
   • Sunday, Sept. 3 – Join Bugles Across 
America at 7:15 p.m. at the Veterans Memorial 
in Belleville for a brief ceremony to honor past 
and present members of the military. Stand to 
pledge the flag and hear “Taps” played.
   • Saturday, Sept. 9 – You are invited to visit 
the Western Wayne County Quilt Guild on the 
second Saturday of each month at 10 a.m. in the 
Otisville Room at Van Buren Township Hall. All 
levels of sewers are welcome and there are lots 
of different projects.
   • Sunday, Sept. 10 – Sumpter Fire Department’s 
annual chicken broil starts at noon at Station #1 
at the corner of Sumpter and Kozma roads.
   • Sunday, Sept. 10 – Belleville Fire Auxiliary 
golf outing has a 9 a.m. shotgun start at Pine View 
Golf Course, 5820 Stoney Creek Rd., Ypsilanti. 
Information: (734) 536-8881.
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More Letters

Upcoming Meetings

Bethany Bible Church
810 E. Huron River Dr.       Belleville, Michigan 48111

(734) 697-7456
Sunday:  Adult Bible Classes & Children’s Sunday School - 9:45am
                Morning Worship - 11:00am
Wednesday:  Evening Service - 7:00pm • BBC Kids and Teens - 6:45pm

Sports & Hands-On Camp –– June – August
Please visit our website for more information: bethanybiblechurch.com

Read John 3:16 & Acts 2:4
Phone (734) 699-6147   Cell (734) 740-1910

LIBERTY GOSPEL CHURCH
105 N. LIBERTY, BELLEVILLE

Worship in
Spirit & Truth.

HTTP://LIBERTYGOSPELCHURCH.ORG

Sunday Worship  - 10 a.m.
Tuesday Worship  - 7 p.m.
Pastor Bernie Travis

OPEN ARMS LUTHERAN 
CHURCH & DAYCARE

7865 Belleville Rd., Belleville, MI 48111
(734) 699-5000

9 a.m. Adult Bible Class  10 a.m. Worship
www.openarmscenter.com

409 W. Columbia Ave., Belleville, MI 48111 
(734) 697-1211

▪ Saturday Mass: 6:00pm
▪ Sunday Masses:  8:30am & 10:30am
stanthonybelleville.weconnect.com

ST. ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH

RIVER OF LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
870 Savage Rd., Belleville, MI 48111
Worship Sunday: 9:30 a.m. & 11:30 a.m.

Wednesday Family Night: 7-8:15 p.m.
Boys & Girls Ministries, Youth, College & Career, and Seniors Ministry. 
Visit rol-ag.com      (734) 699-6700

Pastor Bob Lafferty
16650 Sumpter Rd., Belleville

734-345-9053
Sunday Morning Service 10:30    Wednesday Bible Study 6:30

Friday Youth Night 6:30
http://www.bellevillelighthousechurch.org

BELLEVILLE LIGHTHOUSE CHURCH

Family Bible Study Starts Sept. 8
Faith Assembly Church

You’re Invited! Every Friday
Free Dinner 6:15pm  Bible Study 7:00pm - 8:00pm
894 E. Huron River Drive, Belleville, MI 48111
Find us on Facebook! or www.faithassemblybelleville.com 

11900 BELLEVILLE ROAD
BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

www.bellevillepresbyterian.com
Email: bpcsec@sbcglobal.net

Phone: 734-697-8687  Fax: 734-697-9290
SUNDAY WORSHIP: 10:00 A.M.

 

BELLEVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

FREEDOM CHRISTIAN WORSHIP CENTER
Sunday Worship - 11am @ Edgemont Elementary School

125 Edgemont Street, Belleville, MI 
Bible Class - 7pm @ Belleville Library (Meeting Room)

Pastor Daniel Young     313-378-7994
www.freetoworship.church

WOULD YOU LIKE TO HAVE 
YOUR CHURCH LISTED IN 

THIS DIRECTORY?
CALL ADVERTISING

MANAGER BOB MYTYCH AT 
734-699-9020 TODAY!

Faith Assembly Church
Sunday School – 10:00 a.m. 
Worship Service – 11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study – 7:00 p.m.
894 E. Huron River Drive, Belleville, MI 48111
Find us on Facebook! or www.faithassemblybelleville.com 

Berean Baptist Church
6889 Belleville Rd.

Service times: Sunday, 11 a.m. and 6 p.m.
Wednesday, 7 p.m. (Discovery Club for kids—Sept to May)

Discover the difference!
bereanbelleville.org; (734)697-7150

In-Home Service Calls Too!

(734) 697-3206
Bemis Road @ Savage Roads

WE SELL USED
APPLIANCES!
Pick-Up & Delivery

JOE’S APPLIANCES

Those ‘false messages’ 
are the real truths
To the Editor:
    In your article dated Aug. 10, 2017, 
Sumpter Township Supervisor John 
Morgan and Trustees Don Laporte 
and Matt Oddy made comments about 
false messages being passed around the 
township. But they didn’t tell what those 
false messages, misinformation and lies 
were. Why? Maybe they don’t want the 
real truths exposed to the public.
   If those messages were about 
misinformation and lies, who said them? 
Why are they lies and misinformation? If 
they have facts, bring them. It is my life 
experience that those that have something 
to hide will always hid under the cover 
of darkness and excuses. We are having 
our flyers vandalized and destroyed by 
unscrupulous individuals. We have photos 
of those that are stealing them which is 
a federal crime. Prison. Free speech is 
protected by the Constitution.
   That old saying if you tell that same lie 
enough times people will begin to believe 
them. Good people of Sumpter Township, 
Michigan, don’t continue to be fooled by 
those that call themselves good stewards, 
those wolves in sheep’s clothing.
   My name is Ronald Barrington Robinson 
and we write news articles concerning the 
real truths about what is really happening 
in our township. Our materials are based 
on facts from Wayne County, Michigan, 
Circuit Court proceedings, Michigan 
Department of Civil Rights, FOIAs 
(Freedom of Information Act) and other 
verifying facts. We will always stand on 
the moral high ground.
   Who gave the seven members of the 
present board of trustees the right to make 
decisions and select appointments without 
the right of the people/voters to make the 
free choices that govern them?
   These appointments without the voters’ 
consent have been going on for years. 
It must stop now. Sumpter Township 
continues to decline as a result.
   We must have free elections authorized 
and supervised by the Wayne County, 
Michigan, Clerk’s office. Without this 
measure in place Sumpter Township will 
continue to appoint people that the voters 
don’t want and have rejected. This is not 
democracy, but Oligarchy.
   Research material can be found at the 

Wayne County Clerk’s office in Detroit, 
Michigan, at the Coleman A. Young 
Municipal Center lower level, 2 Woodward 
Ave. The cost to examine material is 
free. We believe in Democracy, Honesty 
in Government, Fiscal Responsibility, 
Transparency, and Integrity. Sumpter 
Township board meeting are the second 
and fourth Tuesdays of the month at 6 p.m., 
23480 Sumpter Road, Belleville, MI.

Ronald Barrington Robinson
Willie Finley and shared by hundreds
Vote in every election.

GriefShare is for people grieving 
the death of a loved one. 

This is a seminar/support group 
consisting of DVDs, workbook, and group 

discussion.
A series of 13 sessions held weekly at:

ROMULUS WESLEYAN CHURCH
734-941-1511

37300 Goddard at Huron River Drive
Thursdays, 6 – 8 p.m., Sept. 7 – Dec. 14 
$15 registration includes workbook/journal
General information: www.griefshare.org

A non-denominational, Christian-based program.

   • Tuesday, Sept. 5 – Van Buren Township 
work/study meeting at 4 p.m. and regular 
meeting at 7 p.m. Also, Belleville City 
Council, 7:30 p.m.
   • Wednesday, Sept. 6 – Van Buren 
Township Planning Staff Review, 1-4 p.m.
   • Monday, Sept. 11 – Van Buren Public 
Schools Board of Education regular 
meeting, 7 p.m., Belleville High School 
Commons
   • Tuesday, Sept. 12 – Van Buren Township 
Senior Center Endowment Committee at 11 
a.m. Also, VBT Local Development Finance 
Authority, 2 p.m. Also, Sumpter Township 
workshop at 6 p.m. and regular meeting at 
6:30 p.m. Also, Van Buren Township Board 
of Appeals, 7 p.m. Also, Belleville Area 
District Library Board, 7:30 p.m.
   • Wednesday, Sept. 13 – Van Buren 
Township Planning Commission, 7:30 
p.m.
   • Thursday, Sept. 14 – Keystone Academy 
Board of Education, 6 p.m., Also, Sumpter 
Township Planning Commission at 7 p.m. 
Also, Belleville Planning Commission, 
7:30 p.m.
   • Monday, Sept. 18 – Van Buren Township 
work/study session, 4 p.m. Also, Belleville 
City Council, 7:30 p.m.
   • Tuesday, Sept. 19 – Van Buren Township 
regular meeting, 7 p.m.
   • Wednesday, Sept. 20 -- Van Buren 
Township Planning Staff Review, 1-4 p.m. 
Also, Belleville Downtown Development 
Authority, 6 p.m. Also, Van Buren 
Township Environmental Commission, 7 
p.m. Also, special meeting at the Huron 
Township Hall at 6:30 p.m. for the public 
to get information on the replacement of 
the Waltz Road Bridge.
   • Monday, Sept. 25 – Van Buren Public 
Schools Board of Education regular 
meeting, 7 p.m., Belleville High School 
Commons
    • Tuesday, Sept. 26 – Van Buren Township 

Downtown Development Authority (DDA) 
meeting at 5:30 p.m. Also, Sumpter 
Township workshop at 6 p.m. and regular 
meeting at 6:30 p.m. Also, VBT Water and 
Sewer Commission, 6:30 p.m.
   • Wednesday, Sept. 27 – Van Buren 
Township Planning Commission, 7:30 
p.m.
   • Monday, Oct. 2 – Van Buren Township 

work/study session, 4 p.m. Also, Belleville 
City Council, 7:30 p.m.
   • Tuesday, Oct. 3 – Van Buren Township 
regular meeting, 7 p.m.
   • Wednesday, Oct. 4 – Van Buren Township 
Planning Staff Review, 1-4 p.m.
   • Monday, Oct. 9 – Van Buren Public 
Schools Board of Education regular 
meeting, 7 p.m., Belleville High School 
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Family Owned Since 1941

Moe’s Produce
Stand

20684 Sumpter Rd.
(Next to Sumpter Fire Hall)

OPEN 7 DAYS – 9:30 A.M. - 6:00 P.M.

All of our produce is grown on site!
SEASONAL VEGETABLES AVAILABLE NOW!

  Sweet Corn    Cabbage    Squash    Cucumbers
  Potatoes    Green Beans    Green Tomatoes    Onions 

  Red Tomatoes    Watermelon    Winter Squash

10200 Railroad Street, Willis, Michigan
(South end of Meridian St, off Willis Rd, Between Rawsonville and Bunton)

(734) 461-1111 willisfeed@att.net
We look forward 
to seeing you soon.

Bunton
Rd

Willis Rd

Meridian St

Rawsonville Rd

Railroad Tracks

•  Garden Seed, Lawn Seed and Lawn Care Products
•  Pond Chemicals and Fish Food
•  Dog and Cat Food
•  Wild Bird and Squirrel Food
•  Certified Organic Products   •  Hay and Straw
•  Poultry Food   •  Horse and Livestock Feed

HOURS:
MON-FRI 9AM-6PM  •  SAT 9AM-5PM

SUN 12PM-4PM

Willis Feed Mill
Wildlife Food Plots

LIKE US ON

*WAC. Ends 9-30-17.

Mohawk
734-513-4108

Joy Road between 
Middlebelt and Inkster

Belleville Manor
734-699-7700

Belleville Road just 1 mile 
north of I-94

Van Buren Estates
734-697-6159
3 miles south of I-94 

at the Rawsonville exit

Call one of our sales associates today or 
visit our website for details on our homes.
FranklinHomeSales.com

5% DOWN

$199 
Rent	for	the	first
24	Months 

$500 Walmart	Gift	Card	for	Ordered	Homes

FOR NEW 
HOMES!

NO Security	Deposit
NOW OPEN: SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY!

ANIMAL MEDICAL CENTER of VAN BUREN
Scott Driscoll, DVM                    Keri Dasher, DVM

491 Sumpter Road, Belleville, MI 48111
734-699-6510

www.amcvanburen.com

Dos Pesos
Mexican Restaurant

www.dospesosmexicanrestaurant.com

11800 Belleville Rd.
697-5777

COCKTAILS CARRY OUTS

HAPPY LABOR DAY WEEKEND
WE WILL BE CLOSED ON
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 4TH

& RE-OPEN ON TUESDAY,
SEPTEMBER 5TH

Independent photo by Rosemary K. Otzman
On Sunday the Huron Valley Conservation Association held its annual Club Memorial 
Celebration Picnic at the club property in Willis. The club planted trees in memory 
of club members Bruce Saffron and Dianne Krause. The club also planted bushes in 
memory of Gary Avery, Beverly Belcastro, and Anthony Belcastro, relatives of club 
members. Pausing for a picture were family members of those honored. From left are 
Barb Tomlinson, Chester Hill, Bobbie Saffron, Ed Avery, Tina Avery, Nick Stavola Becky 
Stavola, Mara Everidge, Meira Everidge, Debra Hamrick, Buddy Hamrick and HVCA 
president Norman Miller. In front, from left, are Dave Belcastro and Chuck Sabo.
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*Some restrictions apply. Contact Perspective Eyecare for details.

Dr. Robert Kennedy, O.D.
11824 Belleville Road
Belleville, MI 48111

734.699.1010

perspectiveeyecare.com

30% OFF BUY ONE COMPLETE PAIR OF 
GLASSES and GET 30% OFF  
ANOTHER COMPLETE PAIR*

Enjoy   
COOL

Savings  
with our

SUMMER
BOGO 

Sale!

BEST CHIMNEY
& ROOFING CO.

« CHIMNEYS BUILT -
     REPAIRED & CLEANED

« SCREENS INSTALLED

« TUCK POINTING

« ROOFING & GUTTERS

« RESIDENTIAL

« COMMERCIAL

« VIOLATIONS CORRECTED

WORKERS
COMPENSATION &

GENERAL LIABILITY TO
PROTECT HOME OWNER

Since 1962 FREE ESTIMATES

STATE LIC # 40800

SERVING BELLEVILLE &
SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN

www.bestchimneyandroofing.com

734-242-2992
WE DO

PORCHES

OUR 50 th
YEAR!

OUR 50 th
YEAR!

146 High Street
Belleville, MI 48111

734-699-1777

HAPPY HOUR
Monday – Friday
3 p.m. – 6 p.m.
_______________

OPEN
SUNDAY – THURSDAY
11 A.M. – MIDNIGHT

FRIDAY & SATURDAY
11 A.M. – 2 A.M.

PIG ROAST
Saturday, Sept. 2

1:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
www.johnnysgrillbelleville.com

  734.456.9073
23379 Island Dr., New Boston, MI 48164

Close to I-275 & Willow Metropark—Choose a home you like for a price you’ll love!

Swan Creek is under New Management!
Tour the Community & See our Exceptional Amenities

Brand New Homes for Sale or Rent!

Swan Creek
734.456.9073

$299 Deposit     $0 Application Fee     FREE RENT UNTIL OCT 1ST

Photo courtesy of David Brown
Construction work at Menards on Belleville Road is moving along quickly. The store, 
located just north of Walmart, has a February 2018 opening date.

   • Fall Family Story Times: Sept. 11-Oct. 
16, Mondays at 6:30 p.m., for kids ages 
4-10
   • Fall Tuesday “Toddler Times”: Sept. 
12-Oct. 17, Tuesdays at 11 a.m., for kids 
ages 2-4
   • Fall Thursday “Toddler Times”: Sept. 

Fall Story Times announced by 
Belleville Area District Library

14-Oct. 19, Thursdays at 11 a.m., for kids 
ages 2-4

Tara K. McCann 
Youth/Teen Services Librarian 

Belleville Area District Library 
167 Fourth Street, Belleville
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Chopping away boredom is 
what Chopper does best! 
He’s a 3 year old Basenji/
Border Collie mix looking for a 
fun, active family to join. He’s 
very people friendly and ready 
to belong in a family that will 
spend lots of time with him. 
Chopper will make a great 
partner to take walks with, 
spend time outside with and 
give/get affection from. He’s 
also a strong and athletic pup 
that we have voted most likely 
to jump the fence if boredom 
sets in. He will need plenty of 
exercise and playing to keep 
his working breed personality 
happy and out of trouble. He 
has a strong personality that 
is ready to be the leader if you 
let him. Good structure and 
training will be needed so he 
doesn’t try to run the show in 
his new home. He appears to 
be reactive to other dogs and 
will most likely enjoy being 
in a single dog home best. 
Chopper has a great cool, 
macho look going for him 
too. Put some sunglasses 
and a leather jacket on him 
and you will have the coolest 
pup in town. Chop away your 
boredom by calling today 
to meet Chopper. He’s 
neutered, vaccinated, micro-
chipped and ready to come 
home. Call Friends of 
Michigan Animals Rescue 
at 734-461-9458 or visit our 
website fmar1.org for more 
information.

“CHOPPER”

ORPHAN
OF THE

WEEK

7865 Belleville Rd. Belleville, MI       734 -699-5000     www.openarmscenter.com 

“What makes Open Arms a high-quality learning facility?” 
 

 Certified Teaching Staff 

 11 CDA Certified Staff 

 5 Associate’s Degreed Staff 

 4 Bachelor’s Degreed Staff 

 Over 52 years of combined Lead Teaching experience 

 First-Aid/CPR/Blood Borne Pathogens trained staff 

 3 Large outdoor play spaces/Indoor Gross Motor Room/Nature Playground 

 Diverse, Multi-cultural staffing and classrooms 

 Preschool Curriculum for ages 3-5 (Kindergarten Readiness) 

 Secure Facility (Center wide cameras, Key card front entrance) 

*Contact center for complete details and restrictions. 

ASPHALT SEALCOAT ENVIRONMENTALLY SAFE!

SEALCOATING & STRIPING HOT ASPHALT PAVING

• INITIAL NEW TEAR OUT & REPLACE
• CAPS & PATCHES
• INSTALL ASPHALT CURBS
• WE BUILD OUR ASPHALT TO LAST A LIFETIME!

Grant Memering - Owner Operator

734-775-8341

All Insurances Welcome
Ltd. Lifetime Guarantee
Onsite Rental Cars

R.V. Repair
Auto Glass
Motorcycle

& Watercraft
734.699.7758
jim@sumptercollision.com
www.sumptercollision.com

James Chudzinski
Owner
21585 Sumpter Rd.
Belleville, MI 48111

See
us
on TRAINED
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VBT DDA
(continued from page 3)

734-699-6889

J.C. HONEY, Owner
34 Years Experience

FREE ESTIMATES For The Control of Ants, Bees,
Bed Bugs, Rats, Mice, Roaches, Spiders, & Other Pests.

Senior Discounts
Serving WAYNE COUNTY & Surrounding Areas.

CATCH EM’ WITH...

HORNET 
& YELLOW 

JACKET
 SEASON
IS HERE!
Commercial &

Residential Service

9624 Belleville Rd., Belleville, MI

734-697-1000
Hours: Monday - Saturday  6am – 10pm,  Sunday  7am – 9pm

www.leosconeyisland.com

D A I L Y  D I N N E R  S P E C I A L S     
SUNDAY -- TURKEY &
             MEATLOAF DINNERS

MONDAY -- HOT ROAST BEEF
            OR HOT TURKEY SANDWICH

TUESDAY -- BURGER COMBO DAY
                      STARTING AT $7.99
WEDNESDAY -- ITALIAN NIGHT

THURSDAY -- POLISH DINNERS

FRIDAY -- AYCE FISH - $9.49
SATURDAY -- CHEF’S CHOICE

4 P.M. TO
9 P.M.

Are You Working To Fundraise 
For Your Group, Organization, 
Or For Simply A Good Cause? 
Then Dine-To-Donate With Us! 
See Management For Details.

$200

OFF
Your Entire Bill

of $20 or More
With coupon. Not to be 

combined with any other 
offer or discount.

BAI

10%
OFF

Your Entire Bill
With coupon. Not to be 

combined with any other 
offer or discount.

BAI

LIVE MUSIC
GUITARIST

NATHAN SWEET
Tuesdays

6–8:30 p.m.

CLOWN
FACE PAINTING

& BALLOONS
Mondays
6–8 p.m.

MAGICIAN
TABLE
MAGIC

Thursdays
6–8:30 p.m.

BREAKFAST SPECIALS
MONDAY - FRIDAY

6am - 11am
Starting 
at only 
$2.79

With Beverage 
Purchase

No Coupon
Needed!

23501 SUMPTER RD.
BELLEVILLE 48111

SUNDAY,
SEPTEMBER 17, 2017

9:00 am – 3:00 pm
Registration - 9:00 am

Awards - 2:30 pm

Car Show Entry Fee: $15
Swap Meet Fee: $20 - 10’x10’

Classic Cars • Antiques
Trucks • Motorcycles

TROPHIES FOR ALL CATEGORIES!

DOOR PRIZES, RAFFLES, CONTESTS!

50/50 Raffle  Music  Games  Food

   VBT Supervisor Kevin McNamara, who 
sits on the DDA, asked why she is using 
DTE and Ireland said, “They service our 
lights.”
   “The only thing we pay for is when 
someone runs into a pole,” Ireland said.
   DDA Ron Blank said in one of his mobile 
home communities, they bid it out. He said 
he was curious whether the $59,000 was for 
more than electrical usage.
   Ireland said that it was just for electricity. 
The maintenance fee has already been paid 
off. She was asked if it was for the “lifetime” 
of the poles and she said she would check.
   Blank said his company is dealing with 
an electric company out of Dundee. “They 
would come in and explain your options,” 
he said.
   “We did that, too,” said DDA chairman 
Craig Atchinson, referring to his Ford 
dealership. He said they could have hired 
DTE and paid triple the price.
   Blank said there are other options for the 
streetlights. But, he conceded, the price 
could be the same.
   “If you want the name [of the company], 
I’ll give it to you,” Blank offered.
   “Not retrofit?” commented Atchinson. 
“Come on. Everything is retrofit … It’s just 
the wiring.”
   “Ours are very special,” Ireland said of the 
light poles. She asked if the DDA wanted 
to pursue LED and there was unofficial 
consent for her to get more information.
   DDA member Mark Laginess agreed, “In 
three years we’re saving money.”
   In other business at the Aug. 22 meeting, 

the DDA:
   • Heard Ireland report that there is still an 
expectation that the Michigan Department 
of Transportation will have a final meeting 
at the end of October or beginning of 
November on the proposed pedestrian 
overpass on Belleville Road. She said 
bidding should occur in February 2018, 
with construction in the spring;
   • Learned Ireland would give the DDA 
budget presentation to the township board 
at its 4 p.m. Sept. 5 work/study session;
   • Heard Supervisor McNamara say that 
morning he hosted the Wayne County 
Commission’s budget session at Grace 
Lake. He said 20 people showed up and 
usually there are 50 to 100. Ireland showed 
the video presentation McNamara gave 
promoting VBT. He said Ireland wrote 
the words and he presented the township 
promotion. There was a plan to put that on 
You Tube; and
   • Heard Assistant DDA Director Lisa 
Lothringer give a report on her many township 
promotions, press releases, advertisements, 
grant applications, and a proposal to help 
start a Van Buren Magazine to promote 
the township. She also asked to spend up 
to $3,000 on autumn decorations for the 
Quirk Triangle and got unanimous approval 
from the DDA board. She will purchase 
two eight-foot, lighted (orange or purple) 
“twig” trees and one silhouette pumpkin 
with no face from Bronner’s Christmas 
Store in Frankenmuth. The decorations are 
to connect the VBT DDA with the month-
long celebration of “Booville” taking place 
over the bridge in the City of Belleville in 
October. The autumn decorations will be 
swapped out for the winter decorations after 
Thanksgiving, she said.
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School Board
(continued from page 1)

The Belleville-Area
Independent New Website
is Now Online! Visit us @ 

bellevilleareaindependent.com
Read The Newspaper 

On The Web! To build a better world, start in your own community!

141 S. Biggs St., Belleville

This property is a huge value at $154.900.  
1/2 Acre in the City. 4 Bedrooms, 2 full 
Baths Tri Level.  Almost 2,000 sq. ft.

Living Room, Family Room, Dining Area.
3 Season Sun Room w/hot tub. Expansive 

deck.  2 Car garage. Large fenced yard.
THE VESCHE TEAM
Jane and Ron Vesche
Multi-Million Dollar Producers
Ron 734-740-3913
Jane 734-740-4165
rvesche@cbwm.com
jvesche@cbwm.com

Coldwell Banker
Weir Manuel
177 N. Main St.
Suite 100
Plymouth, MI
48170

CITY OF BELLEVILLE YOUR SAFETY IS OUR PRIORITY!

BAI

Open Monday – Friday  8am - 6pm • Saturday  9am - 1pm

STOP IN AND ASK ABOUT 
OUR PREMIUM SERPENTINE 

BELT SPECIAL STARTING
AT $5999 (Most Cars)

DISC BRAKE SPECIAL
PREMIUM PADS & ROTORS, INCLUDES 
LABOR, STARTING AT $225 OR LESS!

Most Cars. Restrictions Apply.
WITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 9-30-17

W. Columbia Ave. E. Columbia Ave.

Main St. E. Huron River D
r.

Sum
pter R

d.
(South St.)

W. COLUMBIA AVE.
E. COLUMBIA AVE.

M
AIN ST. E. H

URON RIVER DR.

S
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M
PTER R
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W. Columbia Ave.
E. Columbia Ave.

Main St. E. Huron River D
r.

Sum
pter R
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(South St.)

´

£
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£
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BAI

SENIORS, VETERANS &
ACTIVE MILITARY TAKE

10% OFF YOUR TOTAL BILL
WITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 9-30-17

$1995*
VEHICLE INSPECTION

*Will Be Applied
To Any Repair.

had been named as defendants in the suit.
   “We should not be using the taxpayer 
money for this. It needs to be used in the 
classroom,” Frazier said.
   On June 3, 2016 an employment 
discrimination law suit was filed in federal 
court by four Savage Elementary School 
teachers against the Van Buren Public 
School District, the school board (except 
for Frazier), former School Supt. Michael 
Van Tassel, former Savage Principal Amy 
Gee, and Curriculum Director Jeff Moore.
   Filing the suit were teachers -- Pamela 
Bradley, Michelle Komaromi, Brent Held, 
and Rebecca Tennis -- who had been 
walked out of their classrooms in front of 
their students on charges that amounted 
to helping students cheat on the M-STEP 
test.
   Parents supported the teachers and 
students and picketed outside the school. 
A Savage Strong website was set up to 
support the teachers and to send out reports 
to the public on what was going on at the 
school board meetings. The person who set 
up Savage Strong website was one of those 
recently deposed by the district, as was the 
husband of the former principal.
   In other business at Monday’s meeting, 
the board:
   • Approved hiring LaGarda Security for 
a two-year contract for security services 
for the 2017-18 and 2018-19 school years. 
There were ten proposals and LaGarda was 
recommended by Abdul Madyun, director 
of human resources. A prior contract with 
another firm, that expired this summer, 
paid workers $16 per hour and the new 
awarded contract will be an hourly rate of 
$17.15, which is an additional security cost 

of about $11,200 out of the Buildings and 
Grounds part of the budget. Chris Brown 
was present from LaGarda to answer 
questions and he introduced Andre Guyton 
who will be operations manager here. 
There will be one guard each at Owen 
and McBride and three at the high school. 
Among other schools serviced by LaGarda 
are Hamtramck, Chippewa Valley, Grand 
Blanc, and most recently Jalen Rose 
Academy in Detroit;
   • Watched Director of Curriculum Jeff 
Moore give a lengthy demonstration of 
the new district website that was due to go 
on line Aug. 30. The site by Apptegy, who 
they paid $18,000, will have a mobile app 
and translation into Spanish, among many 
other features and is said to be more user-
friendly. The current website is five years 
old;
   • Approved terminations of two teachers, 
Patricia Spudich, after four years at Owen, 
for relocation; and Meghann Ginestet, after 
two years at Owen, for personal reasons;
   • Approved hiring Stephanie Duff as a 
food service worker at Owen starting Sept. 
5;
   • Approved hiring the following teachers: 
Alicia Doty-Densemo as behavior 
interventionist for the district; Lori Diacono 
as a speech therapist for the district; Vikki 
Kasperek, teacher at Edgemont; Melissa 
Jowett and Bernadette Garren-McDonald, 
teachers at Owen; Antionette Smith, teacher 
at McBride; and Erica Johnson, teacher at 
Tyler/Edgemont;
   • Approved a second list of new teacher 
hires, originally slated for the Sept. 11 
meeting: Samantha Banas, Quran Jackson, 
and Kanika Spears at Owen; Heather 
Palmer at Savage; Lakisha Lacsamana at 
BHS; Sarah Garvey at Tyler/Haggerty; and 
Ryan Kasperski at McBride/Owen; and
   • Held closed-door sessions on disciplinary 
subjects before the regular meeting and at 
the end of the regular meeting, and then 
voted to reinstate both students.

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

  The long-awaited preliminary exam 
for James Forrest Chapman had been 
scheduled for Aug. 23 in 34th District Court 
before Judge Bryan A. Oakley. 
   But on Aug. 23, Judge Oakley again 
adjourned the exam, this time until 1 p.m., 
Oct. 25, in hopes of a “global resolution.”
   Chapman was to face a felony charge for 
assaulting/resisting/obstructing a police 
officer on June 3, 2016 when he is said to 
have jumped into Belleville Lake to avoid 
Van Buren Township police after he and 
another man both called police about their 
scuffle.
   He also was to face two misdemeanor 
charges for refusing to give DNA samples 
after being arrested for a felony. A state law 
that went into effect Jan. 1, 2015 requires 
police departments to preserve DNA 
samples for those arrested for felonies.
  One charge was from 2015 and was 
attached to a felonious stalking charge, 
which has since been settled, although he’s 
still on probation for that. The other was 
from last summer’s lake-jumping charge.
   There had been three DNA refusals by 
Chapman, but at the last court session 
before Judge Oakley the judge dismissed 
the third charge. It had been attached to the 
lake-jumping felony when it was reissued 
after being dismissed by circuit court over 
a jury trial that could not proceed without 
the police officers that were prosecution 
witnesses.
   But on Aug. 23, Judge Oakley said he just 
had two files, and he held one up in each 
hand. One was the felony charge and one 
was a single DNA refusal charge. There 
was no explanation of where the second 
DNA charge went.
   Chapman appeared in the courtroom at 
11 a.m. for his 10 a.m. preliminary exam. 
34th Court Chief Judge had pointed out at a 

Court Watching:

Judge Oakley again adjourns 
exam for James Chapman

previous court session that Chapman has a 
problem with being on time.
   When his case was called by Judge 
Oakley at 12:07 p.m., Chapman’s court-
appointed defense attorney Jeff Chilton 
stated that another attorney, John Day, was 
in the audience and he and Day would like 
an in-camera meeting with the judge and 
Wayne County Assistant Prosecutor Greg 
Akaraz before the case proceeded. Day 
has represented Chapman in the past, pro-
bono.
   Judge Oakley agreed and the four went 
into a closed-door meeting in the judge’s 
chambers. Loud laughter could be heard 
from the judge’s chambers from time to 
time. The judge came out once to retrieve 
his insulated drinking cup.
   After a half hour, the four returned to the 
courtroom and Chilton, Day, and Chapman 
went into the hallway to talk.
   Chilton then told the judge that after 
discussion on this matter he believes justice 
will be best served if the preliminary exam 
is adjourned in order to come up with a 
“global resolution.” Prosecutor Akaraz 
agreed.
   Judge Oakley set the preliminary exam 
on the felony for 1 p.m., Oct. 25, along 
with the single misdemeanor charge.
   Chilton said he has a motion to file 
concerning a speedy trial, which he will do 
in October.
   Prosecutor Akaraz said he assumed that 
the next nine weeks wouldn’t count in the 
“speedy trial motion” and Chilton said the 
next nine weeks wouldn’t count.
   VBT Lt. Charles Bazzy is listed as the 
officer in charge of the case, but Officer 
Michael Long was present to prosecute 
the case. Officer David Champagne was 
present, again, waiting to offer testimony 
against Chapman, but again was not called 
to testify.
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KAREN’S
PLACE

A Salon
For Everyone

36968 Huron River Drive
New Boston, Michigan
Appointments & Walk-ins Welcome
734-753-9130

OPEN: Tues.– Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-3

A+ Rating with
YOUR HEATING & COOLING FAMILY

For Free Estimates, Call
(313) 381-2800

20740 Ecorse Road, Taylor, MI 48180

Have You Been Turned
Down for Credit? WE CAN HELP!

Credit Problems? Bankruptcy?
NO PROBLEM

We can design a system and budget plan just for you.

180 Days Same As Cash
6 Mo. 0% Interest

No Payments

Furnace Installed
$1650

10 year parts and labor

as low as SUPER HIGH
EFFICIENCY

FAMILY OWNED FOR OVER 37 YEARS!

Furnace Installed
$1075as low as HIGH

EFFICIENCY

VISIT US AT OUR 3 LOCATIONS!

Romulus Auto
Supply Group

 Express Delivery Service      Small Engine Parts
 Fleet Supply Accounts       Performance Parts
 On-Line Orders        Marine Items
 Heavy Duty & Truck Parts     Tools & Repair Equipment
 Custom Hydraulic Hoses       Recycle Exchanged Batteries

 Drums & Rotors Machining

Romulus
Auto Supply

36640 Goddard Road
Romulus, MI  48174

Phone: 734-941-1727

Romulus
Auto Supply II

6800 Middlebelt Road
Romulus, MI  48174

Phone: 734-722-3980

Belleville
Auto Supply

321 Industrial Park Drive
Belleville, MI  48111

Phone: 734-697-3151

45915 S. I-94 Service Dr., Belleville

10% OFF

HOURS
MON.-THURS. 11AM-10PM

FRI. 11AM - 11PM
SAT. 12PM-11PM
SUN. 12PM-10PM

(734) 699-1550
See our menu online at chinakingbelleville.com

DOUBLE COMBINATION PLATES - $10.00
SINGLE COMBINATION PLATES - $7.25 - $8.00

Any Entree (Includes Carry Out Orders)
or Buffet Purchase Per Person

DINE-IN OR CARRY OUT
Chinese & American Food

BUDWEISER BOTTLES - $2.75, WINE AVAILABLE!

CHINA KING COUPON
COUPON EXPIRES SEPTEMBER 30, 2017

Next to the Belleville Post Office

HOTSPOT

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   Wayne County suddenly closed the Waltz 
Road Bridge in New Boston on June 1. 
Since then, motorists have been stewing 
over the long detours coming and going 
from New Boston – especially since not 
one bit of work has been done on the bridge 
since it was closed.
   The annual Applefest Parade was 
cancelled last week because it was deemed 
unsafe to have the large crowd there with 
the bridge closed. The rest of the festival 
on Oct. 7 and 8 will continue as planned.
   On Aug. 15, Wayne County Commissioner 
Al Haidous said the repairs to the bridge 
are taking a lot of time because much 
engineering work has to be done.
   Then on Aug. 23, a news release came 
from Haidous’ office saying the county 

Wayne County decides to replace, not repair Waltz Rd. Bridge
decided to replace rather than repair the 
bridge.
   The news release read: “The Waltz Road 
Bridge in Huron Township will be replaced 
after further analysis revealed additional 
work was needed, making replacement 
more cost-effective than repairs.
   “The County closed the 93-year-old 
bridge on June 1 after an inspection found 
deterioration to bridge bearings. After 
further inspection, it was also determined 
that the bridge deck and steel supports 
were also in need of repair. 
   “Following a review of repair and 
replacement options, the county decided 
replacement offers the longest life for 
the bridge while being cost-effective. 
Replacement gives the bridge a 60-year 
life span at an estimated cost of $5.4 
million. Repairing the bridge would cost 

an estimated $3.9 million. 
   “The Roads Division will be issuing 
request for proposals for the replacement 
design and construction. The county will 
work with Huron Township officials during 
the design phase to coordinate with their 
downtown revitalization planning. Once 
construction begins, it is estimated that 
replacement will take approximately six 
months. 
   The bridge is expected to be open by the 
end of 2018. Pedestrians and bicyclists 
will have access to the current bridge until 
construction of the new bridge begins. 
   “Department of Public Services 
representatives will attend a town hall 
meeting hosted by Commissioner Haidous 
on Wednesday, Sept. 20 at 6:30 p.m. at the 
Huron Township Hall, located at 22950 
Huron River Drive in New Boston to 

discuss the bridge replacement.”
   For the next year, motorists are asked to 
use the following detours: 
   Southbound: Huron River Drive to Sibley 
Road, proceed eastbound on Sibley Road to 
South I-275 to South Huron Road heading 
west, then take South Huron Road to Waltz 
Road. 
   Northbound: Take Waltz Road to South 
Huron Road, proceed east to I-275 North, 
then take I-275 North to Sibley Road, and 
follow Sibley Road to Huron River Drive. 
   For updates and questions, the public may 
contact the Wayne County Roads Division 
at 888.ROAD CREW.

Sisters both graduate 
from Eastern Michigan 
University during 2017
   Tim and Karen Marsh, of Van Buren 
Township, celebrated the graduations 
of both of their daughters from Eastern 
Michigan University this year.
   Kate Linnaea Marsh, Belleville High 
School Class of 2012, graduated summa 
cum laude from the Eastern Michigan 
University Honors College in April 2017. 
She earned a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Biology and Music.
   Emily Paige Marsh, BHS Class of 2014, 
graduated magna cum laude from EMU in 
August 2017 with a Bachelor of Science 
Degree in Criminology and Criminal 
Justice.  She graduated with an Associate’s 
Degree in Criminal Justice from Washtenaw 
Community College in December 2016.
   Their parents graduated from BHS in 
1979.

   Sen. Hoon-Yung Hopgood, D-Taylor, 
praises the Michigan Strategic Fund’s 
decision to authorize financial incentives 

Sen. Hopgood praises Penske Logistics’ new Romulus center
for Penske Logistics, LLC, in support 
of its plans to build a highly specialized 
606,000 square foot distribution center in 
Romulus.
   The construction of the facility, which 
will service the Midwest region of the 
U.S., is expected to create more than 400 
new jobs.
   “Michigan is in a unique situation to 
reposition itself as a high-tech corridor 
of innovation that relies upon a skilled 
workforce,” Sen. Hopgood said. “An 
immediate financial investment in Penske 
Logistics will help our state achieve long-
term economic stability and provide our 
community with good-paying jobs.”
   The Michigan Strategic Fund has 
granted Penske Logistics a $2.5 million 
Michigan Business Development Program 
performance-based grant to support the 
company’s $98.56 million investment in 
Romulus.
   “Penske Logistics prides itself on being 
committed to its customers, and has talented 
employees dedicated to excellence and 
innovative thinking,” Sen. Hopgood said. 
“I’m grateful that the Michigan Strategic 
Fund board recognized the value of having 
Penske build in our great state, because it’s 

an investment from which everyone stands 
to benefit.”
   Penske Logistics, a major subsidiary of 
Penske Truck Leasing, operates more than 
360 locations across North America, South 
America, Europe, and Asia. A leader in 
supply chain and logistics solutions, the 
company has global sales in excess of $6.4 
billion, and employs 27,000 people around 
the world.
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with Bob Mytych

Minding
Your Business

The Belleville-Area
Independent New Website
is Now Online! Visit us @ 

bellevilleareaindependent.com

Read The Newspaper 
On The Web!

They’re reading the Independent
everywhere

   Andy and Stella Shina from Metro Park Party Store read their Independent during 
a recent trip to Niagara Falls.
   You, too, are invited to submit a photo of you reading the Independent in an exotic 
location. Please include the name and address of the person you wish to get the free 
subscription when it is printed. Include your phone number if you want us to let you 
know just before goes in the paper. A person may use this offer to get a total of two 
free subscriptions – and no more.
   If you aren’t going to an exotic location, just send us $30 for postage to an address inside 
Michigan or $35 out of state, and we’ll provide mail delivery of the Independent so you won’t 
miss a single, exciting issue.

Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice
Notice of Advertisement

The Charter Township of Van Buren, Wayne County, MI is
requesting proposals for the design and supply of playground 
equipment for the Van Buren Park Play Structure Improvements
Project located at 50901 S. I-94 Service Drive, Van Buren
Township, MI.  (mailing address 50901 S. I-94 Service Drive, 
Belleville, MI. 48111). Park Playground Equipment to be
delivered to Van Buren Park Pole Barn.  Bid forms and
specifications are available commencing Monday, August 28, 
2017, at the Office of the Township Clerk, 46425 Tyler Road, Van 
Buren Township, MI 48111, from 7:30 a.m. – 4:00 p.m., Monday 
– Friday or on the Township website at www.vanburen-mi.org.  
Bids shall be submitted to the Clerk’s Office by 10:00 a.m. on
Friday, September 1, 2017 and will be publicly opened
immediately following the closing of the bid. The Township
reserves the right to reject any and all bids and reserves the 
right not to award a contract.  Van Buren Township is an equal
opportunity employer.  This project will be funded with federal 
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds.

Website Posted:  August 25, 2017
Published:  August 31, 2017

   Frank M. Musser, a highly acclaimed 
swimming and wrestling coach at Belleville 
High School and North Middle School, will 
be inducted into the Michigan High School 
Coaches’ Association Hall of Fame.
   Musser and 15 other coaches will be 
formally inducted in ceremonies on Sept. 
17 as the Class of 2017 in the Terrace Room 
of the Bovee University Center on the 
campus of Central Michigan University.
   Musser, who now lives in Russells Point, 
OH, graduated from Kent State University 
with a bachelor of science in education in 
1971 and was recruited to Belleville High 
School that same year.
   He started the Tiger Diving Club 
and coached numerous league diving 
champions and placers, including Barry 
Susterka, an All-American High School 
Diver, and Aleta Rice, four-time AIAW 
Small College All-American at Clarion.
   He also coached wrestling and had four 
straight years of undefeated middle school 
wrestling teams. Musser had five league 
championships in 11 years. Nineteen North 
Middle School wrestlers wrestled in the 
state meets and seven were All-State.
   He earned the Bruce Harland Award in 
1979. Musser retired in 2002 after 28 years 
of coaching – 48 seasons coached.
   He and his wife of 45 years, Jacklyn, 
have three sons. Michael, 40, is a teacher/
coach at Belleville High School. Brian, 

Musser to be inducted into High 
School Coaches Hall of Fame

37, is a former bank mortgage officer who 
is working on a master’s degree in Early 
Elementary Education and hopes to teach 
and coach. Gregory, 33, is a teacher/coach 
at Seymour High School in Seymour, IN.
   In the early 1990s, Musser was Junior 
Warden at Trinity Episcopal Church in 
Belleville and president of two different 
homeowners’ associations.
   He earned a double master’s degree in 
physical education and social foundations 
from Eastern Michigan University.
   Musser was nominated for the honor by 
Charles Smelt of Northville.
   The Michigan High School Coaches 
Association was founded on the campus 
of Central Michigan University in 1954. 
The Hall of Fame is located in the Student 
Activities Center.
   People interested in attending may contact 
Mark Holdren at mholdren@portlandk12.
org, 854 Marshall Street, Portland, MI 
48875, (517) 526-4575 or the website at 
mhsca.org .

   September arrives tomorrow and that 
means it’s Fall Storytime at the Belleville 
Area District Library. Starting the week 
of Sept. 11, Fall Family Story Times will 
run Monday evenings at 6:30 p.m. for ages 
4-10 through Oct. 16. Toddler Time starts 
Sept. 12 every Tuesday and Thursday at 11 
a.m. for kids ages 2-4 years old. Call (734) 
699-3291.

***
   The Friends of Michigan Animals Rescue 
of Sumpter will be holding a couple of pet 
adoption clinics in September with the first 
on Sept. 9, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the 
Pet Emporium at 2394 E. Stadium Blvd. in 
Ann Arbor and on Saturday, Sept. 16, from 
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Petco Pet Store on 
Warren Avenue across from Westland Mall. 
Call (734) 461-9458. 

***
   The Van Buren Eagle Rider’s Annual Hog 
Roast will take place on Saturday, Sept. 16, 
beginning at 1 p.m. at the Eagles Hall on 
Beck Road. Tickets are $20 each, which in-
clude a chance to win cash prizes. Dinner 
will be ready around 3 p.m. and a cash bar 
will be available along with a 50/50 raffle 
and gift basket giveaway. The event is a 
charity fundraiser. Call (517) 672-1883.  

***
   The Thunder Over Michigan Air Show 
is in town for all three days this holiday 
weekend, featuring the U.S. Navy Blue 

Angels, warbirds, battle re-enactments, 
the Yankee Air Museum’s flyable aircraft, 
Kid’s Zone play area and much more. Any 
one-day tickets are $40 per person at the 
gate with children 15 and under free. Park-
ing is $20 at the gate. Gates open at 9 a.m. 
all three days. Tomorrow evening, a Battle 
for Belleville event will start between 6 
and 7 p.m. in front of the Belleville Mu-
seum. A convoy of military vehicles that 
will be performing at Willow Run will ar-
rive and stage in the area and take part in 
the mock battle. A portion of Main Street 
will be closed. For more info, visit www.
yankeeairmuseum.org .

***
   This month’s Homegrown Knowledge 
guest speaker program at the Belleville 
Area District Library is “Storm Chasing” 
with Steve Moore on Wednesday, Sept. 20, 
at 7 p.m. Moore will explain the science 
of storms and share stories from his travels 
in pursuit of his dangerous and fascinat-
ing hobby. The program is free. Call (734) 
699-3291.

***
   Today’s paper features an insert from 
Tractor Supply with sale dates running 
through Sept. 4. To find the closest store, 
visit www.tractorsupply.com . The near-
est stores include Ann Arbor, Saline, and 
Dundee. You, too, can advertise with your 
flyer or booklet in all 7,000 newspapers, 
Call me at (734) 699-9020.

***
Do you have a business item you would like 
to see in this column? Call Bob Mytych at 
(734) 699-9020 with your suggestion. 
There is no cost to be in this column.

To build a better world, start in your own community!
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PLUMBING • SEWER
DRAINS • HANDYMAN
Gutters Cleaned & 

Power Washing Too!
CALL US!

Local To The
Belleville Area. Call
(313) 740-6276. 

Ask For Bill.

SERVICES

“My wife and I were happy for twenty 
years. Then we met.”

– Rodney Dangerfield

Home Improvement & 
Handyman Service

Painting, Drywall, Carpentry, 
Electrical, Plumbing,

Ceramic Tile, Kitchens & Bath.
Serving Belleville Since 

1995. Call Aaron Schultz 
@ 734-740-0628

M.D. APPLIANCE
SERVICE

Refrigerators • Washers
Dryers • Ranges
$20 House Call

Call Monday-Friday, 9am-4:30pm

(734) 782-3354

GARAGE/YARD SALE

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

BirthdaysNotice to Advertisers:
The Belleville-Area Independent will not be liable 
for failure to publish an ad as requested or for more 
than one incorrect insertion of an advertisement. 
In the event of any error or omission in printing or 
publication of an advertisement, you must notify 
us within five days of publication or on the date of 
insertion, if an ad is scheduled as part of a package, 
so there is time to correct subsequent publications. 
The Independent’s liability shall be limited to an   
adjustment for the cost of the space occupied by the 
error with a maximum liability being cancellation 
of the cost of the first incorrect advertisement or 
republication of the corrected advertisement. Under 
no circumstances shall the Independent be liable for 
consequential damages of any kind.

AUCTION

PUBLIC AUCTION
U-Lock-It Self Storage LLC

6130 Rawsonville Rd.,Belleville, MI 48111
(734) 482-1502

Notice is hereby given that on 9/7/17 at 
12:00 P.M. or after the following storage 
unit(s) will be sold on line at:

Bid13.com
SPACE #A12, Michael Bradley; A16, 
Thomas Jones; B26, Cody Argo; D3, Jason 
Lamar; J11, Victoria Harris, O, Steve Rush
Unit(s) may or may not include the 
following: household items, recreational 
items, appliances, furniture, boat, automobile 
engine, welder, tire changer and misc.

Publish: Aug. 24, 2017; Aug. 31, 2017

FOR SALE VEHICLE FOR SALE

FOUND

HUGE GARAGE SALE. 5144 Merritt, 
Ypsilanti. 8-31, 9-1 & 9-2, 9am-4pm. Patio 
set, games, furniture, tools, clothes & lots 
of household items.                         08/31

------------
MULTI-HOUSE garage sale. Tools, 
baby items, collectibles & records.
41196 Lakeview Court, Belleville. Sept. 7, 
8 & 9, 9am-5pm.                               09/07

------------
RUMMAGE SALE. St. Anthony Catholic
Church, 409 W. Columbia, Belleville. 
Fri., Sept. 8, 8am-4pm & Sat., Sept. 9, 
8am-2pm.                                       09/07

------------
COMMUNITY-WIDE GARAGE SALES 
Rawsonville Woods, 10825 Rawsonville. 
Sat., Sept. 9, 9am-4pm. Furniture, clothing, 
home décor & tons of misc.                09/07

------------
YARD SALE, SEPT. 9, 8am-4pm.
411 Victorian Ln. Star Trek, CTMH stamp 
sets & ink pads, household goods.  09/07

------------
AUG. 31 THRU SEPT. 10, 9am-6pm. 
Wide range of items: Kathy’s towels, 
furniture, toys, tools, car parts & more. 
46507 Bemis.                                   09/07

------------
BIG YARD SALE. 24963 Martinsville,
near Willow. Years of garage
collection & items from over-stocked 
home. Saturday/Sunday & Labor Day 
Monday. 9am-4pm.                  08/31

------------
BIG GARAGE SALE. 110 S. Biggs. 
Sept. 8 & 9, 8am-5pm.                     09/07

------------
19873 KARR RD. Thurs, Aug. 31 thru 
Sun., 10am-6pm. Rain or shine. Toys, 
bikes, clothes, furniture, beer steins. Too 
much to list. Something for everyone. 08/31

------------

4’X8’ SEWING TABLE. Breaks down & 
can be put in a car. $100. Call Riley (734) 
674-3502                                               08/31

------------
BOWFLEX EXTREME exercise
machine. Like new. Paid $1,800 now
asking $500. You must pick up. 
Please call (734) 612-8609             08/31

------------
MARTIN COMPOUND BOW w/case & 
arrows. German Mauser 8mm, wooden 
golf clubs, air guns, hunting clothes, deer 
heads & horns. (734) 697-7965       08/31

------------
VINTAGE WATER BIKE. 1950’s. 
Made in Belleville. w/trailer $800. 
(734) 740-0277                            08/31

------------
1969 BOLENS 1250 12HP Wisconsin
engine. AG tires, plow, disc, cultivator, 
front & rear blade & drag rake. Runs good. 
$1,600. (734) 740-4693                  09/07

------------
SKI TECH 3-person tube, 68”x58” w/rope 
& 5 ski vests. $150. (734) 309-0307          09/07

------------
GENERAC PRESSURE WASHER. 
Washes 2700psi. Used very little. $125. 
(734) 483-1507                                    09/07

------------
JACUZZI HOT TUB. Needs some work. 
Needs heater coil & some side boards. New 
cover. 2 electric motors rebuilt 2 years ago. 
$300 OBO. (734) 697-8517            09/07

------------
2004-2007 CHEVY MALIBU PARTS. 
2 driver-side doors & a hood. Great
condition. $125 OBO. Call after 3:30pm
(734) 740-8472                         09/07

------------
14’ GRUMMAN ALUMINUM BOAT 
w/20hp engine & trailer, $1,600. Golf 
Cart, good condition. $700, needs 
batteries. (734) 716-1836          09/14

------------
36” EXMARK HYDROSTATIC
walk-behind lawn mower. $1,500 OBO 
(brand new $5,500). Bluebird power
rake, only used once, $1,300 OBO. 
Pig roaster, room for 2, rotisserie style, 
$1,500 OBO. Horse trailer, $1,000 OBO. 
(734) 693-4712                        09/14

------------
2 LARGE SOWS. Make offer.
(734) 270-2583 or cell (734) 740-0845 09/14

------------

1997 FORD RANGER PU, manual,
$1,400 OBO or trade for tractor or 
older truck, rifles, etc. equal value.
(734) 474-1382. Martinsville/Judd.  09/07

------------
1983 HONDA 550 NIGHT HAWK. New 
starter & battery. Runs great. $700 OBO. 
(734) 550-5035                                        09/07

------------
2004 HONDA CIVIC, 4-door, 5-speed, 
AM/FM, tape player, air, 38 miles/gallon.
Runs & drives super. Lots of highway 
miles & lots left. Excellent. $1,900. 
(734) 635-7642                            09/14

------------
CLASSIC CHEVY CHEYENNE, super 
C10 PU. Restored inside & out. $20,000 
&  5th Wheel hitch, 15,000 lbs, $200. Tony 
(734) 309-5732                                         09/14

------------
1987 MUSTANG. Southern car – rust free. 
4 cyl., auto w/air. Runs good. $4,500 OBO. 
(734) 697-2203 or cell (734) 740-1254. 
Ask for Jerry.                                         09/14

------------

WANTED – ANY SIZE MEN’S  JEANS 
for the homeless. Please drop off at 
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Drive. 
(734) 697-5600                      TFN

------------
WANTED – SMALL CONTAINERS
of shampoo, toothpaste, etc. to take 
to homeless in Detroit. Drop off at 
Bladez‘s, 601 E. Huron River Dr. 
(734) 697-5600                             TFN

------------
FREE PICKUP OF UNWANTED
appliances, lawn equipment, bicycles 
& any type of scrap & farm metal. 
John (734) 644-4008                      09/14

------------
H & W TOWING. Top $ cash paid 
for junk vehicles. Free towing. 
(734) 223-5581                            10/19

------------

FREE FILL DIRT. You must haul. 
(734) 697-7268 or (734) 394-6729    09/07

------------
HP PRINTER INK, #920, Black & 
colored. (734) 481-0670                 09/07

------------
FREE CLOTHES CLOSET at Lincoln
High School, 7425 Willis,
(734) 484-7004. Begins 9/8/17 (Fridays 
only), 8:30am-10pm.                  09/14

------------
FREE FILL. Delivery available.
(734) 697-1183. Yost Sand & Gravel, 
Belleville.                             09/14

------------
PRESCRIPTION GLASSES found 
on Church Street on 8/15. Call 
(734) 697-8597                            09/07

------------

FREE

WANTED

------------
LOCAL HANDYMAN – SOME Jobs too
LARGE – NO JOB too SMALL.
Residential Power Washing.
LICENSED & REFERENCES.
(734) 765-9224                     TFN

------------
LARRY’S HANDYMAN SERVICE.
Interior/exterior painting & yard work. 
Senior discount.  (618) 267-7774    09/07

------------

   Sept. 2 – Steven Cinnamon
   Sept. 3 – Diane Madigan, Mary Posegay
   Sept. 5 – Joyce Rochowiak
   Sept. 6 – Gene Taylor, Bryon Kelley
   Sept. 7 – Richard Labo

Do you have a birthday in September? Does 
anyone you know have a birthday soon? Call the 
Independent at 699-9020 and let us know. We’ll 
list it in this column ASAP following your call. 
There is no charge.
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FOR RENT

HELP WANTED

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS
INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

INDEPENDENT
CLASSIFIED ADS

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS
INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS
INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE:
   All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair      
Housing Act which makes it illegal to 
advertise "any preference, limitation 
or discrimination based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin, or an intention, to 
make any such preference, limitation 
or discrimination." Familial status 
includes children under the age of 18 
living with parents or legal custodians, 
pregnant women and people securing 
custody of children under 18.
   This newspaper will not knowingly 
accept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. 
The toll-free telephone number for the 
hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

 The Law Office of

  Amy M. Eversole

152 Main St.
Suite 11
Belleville, Mich. 48111 www.amyeversolelaw.com

Call 734-718-8574

 Estate Planning   Probate   Criminal Law
 Family Law   Property Law

SAND
& GRAVEL

734 697-1183  45697 Ecorse Rd.  Van Buren Twp.

MICHIGAN
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TOP SOIL & HARDWOOD MULCH SALE
Delivered To Belleville Only. Call For Price To Other Areas & U-Pick-Up.

TOPSOIL*
4 Yards  $8838

5 Yards  $9999

6 Yards  $11219

7 Yards  $12491

10 Yards                   $18220

12 Yards                   $20764

15 Yards                   $22580

U-Pick-Up -- $1200/Yard

HARDWOOD MULCH*
4 Yards  $12230

5 Yards  $14350

6 Yards  $16470

7 Yards  $18590

8 Yards  $20710

10 Yards                $25700

12 Yards                $30940

15 Yards                $37300

U-Pick-Up -- $2000/Yard
*Includes Tax & Delivery

Website:  yostsandandgravel.com
Email:      yostsandandgravel@gmail.com

• SAND • SLAG
• LIMESTONE
• PEA PEBBLE
• DECORATIVE STONE
• LANDSCAPE SUPPLIES

TRUCK DRIVER for small family 
business. CDL-A. Home nights. 
1099, competitive pay, 53 van 
trailers, day cab. Clean MVR, no 
DUI’s. Current DOT Medical card. 
At least 23 years of age. One-year 
experience. Fluent in English. 
Must pass a drug screen.
Contact Marie 734-270-2733, 
jbatrucking@gmail.com

MANUFACTURED HOMES FOR SALE

Belleville Manor
734-699-7700

Belleville Road just 1 mile north of I-94
Van Buren Estates

734-697-6159
3 miles south of I-94 at the Rawsonville exit

Mohawk
734-513-4108

Joy Road between Middlebelt and Inkster

5% DOWN

$199 Rent for	the	first	24	mos.
 NO Security Deposit

$500 Walmart Gift Card
for ordered homes.

Call one of our sales associates today or 
visit our website for details on our homes.

FranklinHomeSales.com

*WAC. Ends 9-30-17.

FOR NEW 
HOMES!

1-BEDROOM APARTMENT. $650/mo. 
+ $650 security deposit. Belleville area. 
Serious inquiries only. (734) 216-9007 08/31

------------
RUSTIC LAKE-SIDE Studio Apartment.
3-rooms & private bath. All utilities,
Xfinity & WiFi included. Fenced-in
back yard. Fully furnished.
(734) 699-1868                              08/31

------------

------------
AREA TRAINEE for local Real
Estate Firm. For appointment call. 
(734) 697-1800                             TFN

------------
CAPTAIN NEMO’S Belleville is hiring.
Must be over 18. No calls. Apply at 
144 3rd Street.                           TFN

------------
CONSTRUCTION LABORER NEEDED
F/T or P/T needed immediately for
local excavation & septic company. No 
experience necessary. Wages negotiable.
(734) 461-6838/kovalak@comcast.net 08/31

------------
ENERGETIC BARTENDER for club
atmosphere. Apply at Van Buren
Eagles 9961 Beck after 12pm. 
(734) 699-8836                      08/31

------------
MACHINE OPERATOR. Full or Part-
time. Apply: 15995 S. Huron River 
Rd., Romulus or (734) 992-2574 or 
rnlmachine@aol.com                  09/07

-----------
HOME HEALTH AIDES needed
immediately. Openings in Belleville. 
Will train. Call Golden Home 
(734) 697-0888                 09/21

------------

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

      Ron Akers, Van Buren Township director 
of planning and economic development, 
recommended a Master Plan update or rewrite 
and the planning commission members agreed 
with him at their regular meeting Aug. 23.
   He said they would look at a schedule and 
put a proposal to the board of trustees for the 
project. Then he would bring it back to the 
planning commission, “to make sure we’re 
all on the same page.”
   Then he would get contracts and take them 
to the board. He said the project is in the 
township budget.
   Akers said a joint meeting with the planning 
commissions of Belleville and Sumpter 
Township would have a lot of value.
   “The Master Plan update is a good ignitor 
for this meeting,” he said.
   Akers said the current VBT Master Plan 
base was originally adopted in 1989. Since 
then the township has adopted several sub-
area plans which have evaluated different 
areas/topics in the community.
   The sub-plans include:
   • 1999: Single-Family Residential Plan
   • 2000: The Ecorse-Haggerty Corridor 
Plan
   • 2001: Grace Lake Area Plan
   • 2007: Southside Master Plan
   • 2010: Belleville Road Area Plan 
(Downtown Development Authority district)
   Akers said with the five special plans plus 
the old Master Plan there are six different 
documents.
   He reminded them the Michigan Planning 
Enabling Act requires that “at least once every 

Van Buren Township Planners 
give nod to Master Plan update

five years after adoption of a master plan, a 
planning commission shall review the master 
plan and determine whether to commence the 
procedure to amend the master plan or adopt 
a new master plan.”
   “It is my understanding that this item was 
last reviewed in 2013 where the planning 
commission determined that it would be 
appropriate to update the township’s master 
plan, but due to several circumstances this 
process has not occurred,” Akers said.
   Among the reasons Akers listed for the update 
of the Master Plan is that it is the justification 
for land use policy in the township.
   “Having the document in several ‘pieces’ 
leads to confusion and makes the document 
less user-friendly,” Akers said.
   He also said many things have changed 
since 2007 which impacts multiple areas in 
the township.
   The Master Plan process will be guided by 
what the residents and business owners want, 
he said. 

Accessory Dwelling Units
   Chris Madigan, planning and economic 
development intern, gave a report on 
Accessory Dwelling Units and then Thompson 
told Akers the commission would like to 
move forward with additions to the ordinance 
for residents who want to add ADUs to their 
homes.
   Madigan said the ADUs provide opportunities 
for owners to rent out rooms to supplement 
incomes and allow multigenerational families 
to stay closer together, including allowing 
seniors to age in place.
   “If designed appropriately, ADUs should 
create minimal impacts on neighborhoods, 
while providing additional affordable 
housing,” Madigan said.
   Madigan said SEMCOG estimates that by 
2040 VBT will see an increase in its senior 
population, from the 2010 census, of 153%. 
This increase would mean the addition of 
over 4,000 new seniors to the township.
   “Though there are numerous obstacles 
to ensuring adequate housing to the senior 
population,” Madigan said, “ADUs can serve 
as an effective first step in addressing at least 
a couple of those obstacles.”
   Madigan said because permitted ADUs are 
still a rare occurrence, lenders remain hesitant 
to finance these properties, usually requiring a 
recently sold comparable property in the area. 
He said ADUs attached to the home, occupy 
space above a detached garage or a converted 
basement/attic are more likely to be financed 
by lenders.
   He issued a warning. “Homes with ADUs 
may lose all, or a portion of their Principle 
Residence Exemption. Detached ADUs 
with a separate entrance that do not have an 
adjoining entrance to the home’s living area, 
are not part of the principal residence and are 
not eligible for this exemption.
   “Homes with attached ADUs or ADUs in a 
converted basement/attic may lose a portion 
of their Primary Residence Exemption based 
on the size of the ADU relative to total size 
of the home.”
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Van Buren Township
Police Dispatch Log

Belleville Police
Dispatch Log

Sumpter Township
Police Dispatch Log

Out of the 487 dispatch calls for service reported 
by Van Buren Township police for the past week, the 
following are selected for this column.
Sunday, Aug. 20:
   0649 – property damage accident, N. I-94 Service 
Dr./Haggerty Rd.
   0805 – disorderly, N. I-94 Service Dr.
   0826 – suspicious person/vehicle, Dora Ct.
   1152 – animal complaint, S. Ponderosa Trl. / Willow 
Way
   1209 – suspicious person/vehicle, Hampton Dr.
   1304 – fight, Michigan Ave./Denton Rd.
   1356 – disorderly, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1418 – larceny,  Quirk Rd.
   1443 – family trouble, McBride Ave.
   1557 – domestic, Parkwood Dr.
   1745 – road hazard, Belleville Rd./I-94 S. Service
   1829 – personal injury accident, Haggerty/I-94
   2036 – suspicious person/vehicle, Borgman Ave. / 
Mohawk Ave.
   2046 – lake complaint, Belleville Lake/Belleville 
Rd.
   2139 – disorderly, Lighthouse Dr.
   2235 – malicious destruction of property, Lighthouse 
Dr.
   2240 – domestic, Park Estates Dr.
   2241 – domestic, Landmark
   2357 – malicious destruction of property, Lighthouse 
Dr.
Monday, Aug. 21:
   0026 – suspicious person/vehicle, EB Michigan 
Ave. / bypass
   0200 – domestic, Brookview Dr.
   0402 – suspicious person/vehicle, Arthur St.
   0624 – personal injury accident, E. I-94/Haggerty
   0630 – unauthorized driving away of auto, Westlake 
Cir.
   0657 – larceny, Menards
   0731 – property damage accident, E. Huron River 
Dr. / Haggerty Rd.
   0927 – domestic, Oak Ln.
   1015 – disorderly, Rawsonville Rd.
   1030 – trespassing, Haggerty Rd.
   1035 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd.
   1209 – hospice death, Oak Ln.
   1349 – breaking & entering, E. Archwood Dr.
   1354 – mental subject, McBride Ave.
   1554 – suspicious person/vehicle, Harbour Club 
docks
   1928 – suspicious person/vehicle, Hanover Dr.
   1929 – suspicious person/vehicle, Rawsonville Rd.
   2206 – property damage accident, S. I-94 Service 
Dr. / Denton Rd.
   2206 – suspicious person/vehicle, Belleville Rd.
   2248 – suspicious person/vehicle, Sunrise Ln.
   2342 – disorderly, Stonebridge Dr.
Tuesday, Aug. 22:
   0010 – family trouble, Kirkridge Park Dr.
   0830 – road hazard, E. Huron River Dr. / Haggerty
   1238 – trespassing, Park Estates Dr.
   1509 – suspicious person/vehicle, Denton Rd.
   1600 – lost property/child, Oak Ln.
   1715 – larceny from auto, Meadows Cir.
   1720 – found property/child, Hull Rd.
   1723 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd. / 
S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1731 – property damage accident, Belleville BP
   1845 – weapons violation, Hardwood Dr.
   1848 – suspicious person/vehicle, Prairiegrass Ct. 
/ Sage Cir.
   1953 – suspicious person/vehicle, Belleville Rd.
   2202 – retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
   2214 – personal injury accident, Daisy Blvd.
   2255 – suspicious person/vehicle, Tallgrass Ct.
Wednesday, Aug. 23:
   0812 – disorderly, S. Schooner Dr.
   1027 – ordinance violation, Edwards Rd.
   1131 – malicious destruction of property, Sylvia
   1249 – fraud, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1403 – fraud, Oak Ln.
   1536 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd.
   1609 – property damage accident, Michigan Ave. / 
Denton Rd.
   1707 – private property/property damage accident, 
Village Center Dr.
   1729 – harassment call, Oak Blvd.
   1812 – harassment call, Jackson St.
   1901 – private property/property damage accident, 

Belleville Rd.
   2103 – personal injury accident, Haggerty/Tyler
   2105 – suspicious person/vehicle, EB I-94 / 
Haggerty
   2302 – noise complaint, S. I-94 Service Dr. / Denton 
Rd.
Thursday, Aug. 24:
   0613 – suspicious person/vehicle, Peninsular / 
Ventura
   0641 – unauthorized driving away of auto, Denton
   1143 – ordinance violation, Belleville Rd.
   1154 – disorderly, Belleville Rd.
   1208 – fraud, Pebblebrook Dr.
   1300 – disorderly, Belleville Rd.
   1325 – malicious destruction of property, Country 
Walk Blvd.
   1510 – larceny, E. Huron River Dr.
   1829 – suspicious person/vehicle, Belleville Rd.
   1844 – juvenile complaint, Bradley Dr.
   1905 – suspicious person/vehicle, Edwards/Ecorse
   1928 – larceny, Westlake Cir.
Friday, Aug. 25:
   0136 – suspicious person/vehicle, Belleville
   0217 – retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
   0409 – retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
   0445 – suspicious person/vehicle, Lighthouse Dr.
   0727 – shooting, Homestead
   0835 – property damage accident, Rawsonville Rd. 
/ Bog Rd.
   0848 – operating while intoxicated, Belleville Rd.
   1139 – domestic, Ash Dr.
   1156 – shooting, Briarcliff Dr.
   1359 – fraud, Lincoln St.
   1422 – property damage accident, Arborview Ln.
   1622 – hospice death, Pond Bluff Dr.
   1740 – noise complaint, Maple Dr.
   1932 – noise complaint, Prairiegrass Ct.
   2124 – suspicious person/vehicle, Westlake Cir.
   2320 – PPO violation, Bradley Dr.
Saturday, Aug. 26:
   0033 – disorderly, Denton Rd.
   0147 – family trouble, State St.
   0204 – noise complaint, Denton Rd.
   1155 – disorderly, Andover Dr.
   1235 – fraud, Tyler Rd.
   1647 – domestic, Denton Rd.
   1835 – retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1947 – domestic, Parkwood
   1948 – disorderly, Zachary St.
   1953 – fraud, Belleville Rd.
   2008 – suspicious person/vehicle, Westlake Cir.
   2123 – fraud, Savage Rd.
   2135 – disorderly, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   2136 – fireworks, Huron River Dr.
   2137 – suspicious person/vehicle, Lake Crest Dr.
Also on this week’s log are 170 traffic stops, with 24 
of those on the I-94 and I-275 freeways.

Sunday, Aug. 20:
   0106 – suspicious person/vehicle, Astor
   0159 – motorist assist, W. Huron River Dr. / Harbor 
Pointe  
   0333 – domestic, Main St.
   1256 – parking complaint, W. Columbia Ave.
   1309 – parking complaint, W. Columbia Ave.
   1316 – parking complaint, W. Columbia Ave.
   1321 – parking complaint, W. Columbia Ave.
   1326 – parking complaint, W. Columbia Ave.
   1711 – vehicle lock out, N. Liberty St.
   2005 – suspicious person/vehicle, Sumpter Rd.
   2014 – property check, Owen St.
Monday, Aug. 21:
   0135 – suspicious person/vehicle, Main/Third
   1104 – miscellaneous complaints, Main St.
   1437 – disorderly, Carmell St.
   1644 – larceny from auto, N. Liberty St.
   1840 – disorderly, High St.
   1901 – suspicious person/vehicle, N. Liberty/Fifth
   2150 – assist fire dept., Main St.
Tuesday, Aug. 22:
   0906 – intrusion alarm, S. Industrial Park Dr.
   2130 – suspicious person/vehicle, Sumpter Rd.
   2210 – disorderly, Belle Villa Blvd.
   2233 – assist other dept., Daisy
   2252 – warrant arrest, Main St.
Wednesday, Aug. 23:
   0011 – assist fire dept., Second St.
   0843 – traffic offense, N. Liberty St./First St.

   0904 – intrusion alarm, Owen
   0922 – abandoned auto, Sumpter/Industrial Park
   1035 – unauthorized driving away of auto, S. 
Industrial Park Dr.
   1213 – civil matter, Menlo Park Dr.
   1532 – vehicle lock out, High St.
   1553 – 911 welfare check, Carmell St.
   1627 – property damage accident, W. Davis St.
   1629 – miscellaneous complaint, Main St.
   2014 – assist fire dept., Bedell St.
Thursday, Aug. 24:
   0056 – suspicious person/vehicle, Henry St.
   0414 – warrant arrest, Main St.
   1153 – noise complaint, W. Columbia Ave.
   1211 – prisoner transport, S. Wayne Rd.
   1238 – breaking & entering, Henry St.
   1238 – malicious destruction of property, E. Huron 
River Dr.
   1315 – assist fire dept., Menlo Park Dr.
   1346 – larceny, Henry St.
   1408 – suspicious person/vehicle, High St./Main St
   1519 – fraud, N. Edgemont Ave.
   1548 – suspicious person/vehicle, Robbe St.
   1719 – neighbor trouble, Second St.
   1925 – assist fire dept., N. Liberty St.
   2019 – disorderly, Fourth/Main
Friday, Aug. 25:
   0919 – follow up by officer, Henry St.
   1026 – follow up by officer, Davenport’s
   1151 – suspicious person/vehicle, Main St.
   1616 – domestic, Sumpter
   1617 – animal complaint, Egan’s
   1639 – intrusion alarm, Owen St.
   1700 – motorist assist, Sumpter/Industrial Park Dr.
   1717 – found property/child, Eureka Rd.
   1801 – assist fire dept., W. Columbia Ave.
   1859 – found property/child, Robbe St.
   2225 – domestic, Loza Ln.
Saturday, Aug. 26:
   0214 – suspicious person/vehicle, High/Main
   0529 – intrusion alarm, S. Industrial Park Dr.
   1420 – larceny, Carmell St.
   2339 – warrant arrest, Main St.
Also on this week’s log are 82 traffic stops.

Sunday, Aug. 20:
   0101 – suspicious incident, 23000 bl. Martinsville
   0747 – fire dept. assist, Rustic Ln.
   1344 – assist other agency, Willis/Martinsville
   1749 – fire dept. assist, 39000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1812 – suspicious person, 24000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1815 – subpoena service, 40000 bl. Harris Rd.
   2110 – mental health commitment, Rustic Ln.
Monday, Aug. 21:
   0027 – assist other agency, out of township
   0742 – civil dispute, 20000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1103 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1415 – fire dept. assist, Nevada
   1752 – juvenile complaint, 50000 bl. Judd Rd.
   1919 – alarm, 8100 bl. Rawsonville Rd.
Tuesday, Aug. 22:
   0054 – suspicious vehicle, Judd/Sumpter
   1147 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1658 – fraud complaint, Timberlane Dr.
   1711 – assist other agency, 25000 Karr Rd.
   1804 – reckless driver, Bemis/Sumpter
   1830 – suspicious incident, 45000 bl. Wear Rd.
   2001 – fire dept. assist, 47000 bl. Willis Rd.
Wednesday, Aug. 23:
   0208 – disorderly person, 19000 bl. Crandell Ct.
   0737 – civil dispute, 48000 bl. Judd Rd.
   0904 – fire dept. assist, 45000 bl. Harris Rd.
   1034 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1054 – subpoena service, out of township
   1115 – subpoena service, out of township
   1142 – subpoena service, out of township
   1316 – warrant arrest pick up, 48000 bl. Judd Rd.
   1430 – alarm, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1536 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1810 – suspicious vehicle, 9600 bl. Rawsonville
   1936 – alarm, 10000 bl. Rawsonville Rd.
Thursday, Aug. 24:
   0345 – fire dept. assist, 47000 bl. Wear Rd.
   0417 – animal complaint, Judd/Martinsville
   0907 – alarm, 45000 bl. Willow Rd.
   0916 – suspicious incident, 22000 bl. Bohn Rd.
   1212 – warrant arrest pick up, Willis/Rawsonville
   1240 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.

   1402 – reckless driver, 46000 bl. Reed
   1414 – larceny, 41000 bl. Judd Rd.
   1501 – warrant arrest pick up, 41000 bl. Judd Rd.
   1558 – reckless driver, Sumpter/Willow
   2142 – alarm, 27000 bl. Sherwood Rd.
Friday, Aug. 25:
   1001 – 911 hang up, 46000 bl. Kozma
   1146 – fire dept. assist, 21000 bl. Elwell Rd.
   1220 – malicious destruction of property, 
Washington
   1241 – traffic hazard, 43000 bl. Harris Rd.
   1250 – malicious destruction of property, Alaska
   1628 – mental health commitment, 51000 bl. Wear
   1729 – fire dept. assist, 42000 bl. Bemis Rd.
   1813 – suspicious vehicle, Sumpter/Judd
   2122 – suspicious incident, 46000 bl. Wear Rd.
   2201 – ordinance violation, Texas
   2229 – assault, Rustic Ln.
Saturday, Aug. 26:
   0411 – alarm, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   0618 – assist other agency, 17000 bl. Savage Rd.
   0857 – civil dispute, 17000 bl. Lohr Rd.
   1107 – 911 hang up, 26000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1405 – noise complaint, 46000 bl. Arkona Rd.
   1436 – threats complaint, 46000 bl. Claxton Dr.
   1444 – fire dept. assist, 25000 bl. Carleton West
   1527 – fire dept. assist, 23000 bl. Haggerty Rd.
   1536 – property damage accident, 49000 bl. Bemis
   1626 – reckless driver, Judd/Sumpter
   1638 – neighbor dispute, 23000 bl. Carleton West
   1927 – suspicious incident, Judd/Rawsonville
   2018 – fire dept. assist, Hampshire
   2253 – open burn  complaint, 28000 bl. Sherwood
   2256 – noise complaint, 39000 bl. Willis Rd.
Also on this week’s log are nine follow-up 
investigations, 26 miscellaneous details, 98 patrol 
checks, and 40 traffic stops.

Parking, traffic patterns 
set for Thunder Over 
Michigan Air Show
   The Air Show is coming Labor Day weekend. 
Those attending the airshow are encouraged to 
use the entrance on the WEST side of Willow 
Run airport for parking at the event. There 
will be limited access on the EAST side of the 
airport off of Beck Rd.
ROAD CLOSURES:
   • Ecorse Rd. (eastbound) from the Michigan 
Bypass to Beck Rd. Closed 3-5 p.m.
   • Ecorse Rd. (westbound from Belleville Rd.) 
closed at turnaround from 3-5 p.m.
   • Denton Rd. (between Ecorse and railroad 
tracks) closed from 3-5 p.m.
   • Beck Rd. (between Ecorse and railroad 
tracks) closed beginning on Friday at 3 p.m. for 
the duration of the holiday weekend.
   • Tyler Rd. & Beck (northbound ONLY) 3-5 
p.m.
   • “A” and “D” streets at Beck Rd. – outbound 
traffic (northbound ONLY) 3-5 p.m.
NO PARKING:
   • Eastbound Ecorse Rd. from Michigan 
Bypass to Belleville Rd.
   • Westbound Ecorse Rd. from Belleville to 
GM Warehouse (west of Denton)
   • Beck Rd (between N. Service and Van 
Born)
   • Tyler Rd. (between Beck and Belleville 
Rd.)
OUTBOUND TRAFFIC PATTERN:
   • Outbound traffic from the EAST side of the 
airport will be directed NORTH on Beck Rd. 
to Ecorse Rd., and then west to the Michigan 
Bypass System. Motorists will be able to access 
the freeway from this point.
PARKING:
   • Airport – event parking
   • Westbound N. Ecorse Service Dr. from the 
GM Warehouse west

------------
   Note: Event times are approximate, subject to 
change pending weather / military scheduling.

Van Buren Township Police Dept.
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Advertise Today!
Buy 3 Ads, Get 1 FREE!
Call our Advertising Manager
Bob Mytych Today! 734-699-9020

Rescue Groups Welcome, Call for Special Prices.

www.animalcareonline.com  •  EMERGENCY CARE  • Full Service  • Affordable

Dog/Cat Packages Cat Packages

40% OFF
Spay, Neuter, 

Dentals & 
Declaws Only!

#3 $99

Microchip ID
only $  

with this ad

Special Deal

With Purchase Of 6 
Month Supply Of 

Heartworm Preventative

With Purchase Of 12 
Month Supply Of 

Heartworm Preventative

$19 $10

#1 $39 #2 $59
• Wellness Exam

• Distemper • Bordetella
• Rabies 1 yr.

#3 $139
• Exam • Distemper
• Bordetella • Fecal

• Rabies 1 yr. • Leukemia
• Feline Aids/Leukemia 

Combo

#4 $89
• Exam • Distemper

Feline Aids/Leukemia Test
• Fecal • Deworming

#5 $79
• Exam • Distemper 

•Bordetella
•Rabies 1 Year • Fecal

#6 $79
• Exam • Distemper
• Lepto • Bordetella

• Rabies 1 Year

#4 $39
• Wellness Exam

• Distemper
• Bordetella (Kennel Cough)

#5 $79
Heartworm TestDog Packages

• Wellness Exam
• Distemper

• Rabies 1 yr.

• Wellness Exam
• Distemper • Rabies 1 yr.

• Lepto • Bordetella
• Fecal • Heartworm Test

Not to be combined with any other o�er.
With Belleville Independent coupon.

Exp. 9-15-17.

Not to be combined with any other o�er.
With Belleville Independent coupon.

Exp. 9-15-17.

Not to be combined with any other o�er. With 
Belleville Independent coupon. Exp. 9-15-17.

Not to be combined with any other o�er. With 
Belleville Independent coupon. Exp. 9-15-17.

Not to be combined with any other o�er. With 
Belleville Independent coupon. Exp. 9-15-17.

Not to be combined with any other o�er. With 
Belleville Independent coupon. Exp. 9-15-17.

Not to be combined with any other o�er. With 
Belleville Independent coupon. Exp. 9-15-17.

Not to be combined with any other o�er.
With Belleville Independent coupon.

Exp. 9-15-17.

Not to be combined with any other 
o�er. With Belleville Independent 

coupon. Exp. 9-15-17.

Not to be combined with any other o�er. 
Valid at all locations. Must present Belleville 
Independent coupon at the time of service.  

Exp. 9-15-17.

Not to be combined with any other o�er.
With Belleville Independent coupon. Exp. 9-15-17.

ANIMAL CARE HOSPITAL OF BELLEVILLE
835 Sumpter Road
Belleville, MI 48111

734-325-7551
Like us on
Facebook

Visit our website for
our six other

locations.5% OFF
ALL BAYER
PRODUCTS

• Wellness Exam • Distemper
• Bordetella • Heartworm Test

• Rabies 1 yr.

       1 9 9 5 - 2015

1995.

734.697.2888
www.innovativecomputers.net

FREE ESTIMATES

$99
Save $70 
with our virus removal special. 

 $170  
              

$1999
WEBSITE SPECIAL
                             4 page custom design

The new Sumpter Township flag was raised on the new flagpoles in front of township 
hall by, from left, Randy Lynch of the Water Department, Treasurer Peggy Morgan, and 
Supervisor John Morgan. Three new flagpoles were recently installed. The other two 
poles will carry the American flag and the State of Michigan flag.
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Atchinson Ford Sales, Inc.
9800 Belleville Rd.
Belleville, MI 48111

734-697-9161
www.atchinson.net

*A/Z Plan Pricing. 10,500 miles per year. Includes Factory and Renewal Rebate. Requires $2000 due at signing plus taxes and plates. With Approved Credit. **A/Z Plan Pricing. All rebates to Dealer.  May require Ford Credit Financing. Plus taxes and fees. May require trade-in.

USED CAR SPECIAL

2017 FUSION SE
24 month lease as low as $93/MO.
REBATES UP TO $3,650. BUY AS LOW AS $19,059

2017 ESCAPE SE
24 month lease as low as $109/MO.
REBATES UP TO $3,500. BUY AS LOW AS $20,750

2017 F-150 SUPERCREW
XLT 4x4

24 month lease as low as $185/MO.
REBATES UP TO $5,800. BUY AS LOW AS $36,401

2017 EDGE SEL
AWD

24 month lease as low as $183/MO.
REBATES UP TO $4,850. BUY AS LOW AS $28,837

2017 TAURUS SEL
24 month lease as low as $167/MO.
REBATES UP TO $5,750. BUY AS LOW AS $24,590

2016 MUSTANG
ECOBOOST PREMIUM

w/Leather 
$19,998

0% FINANCING ON MANY 2017 MODELS!
Ask About Auto Detailing Your Car For Fall!

CERTIFIED
PRE-OWNED 

VEHICLES @ 1.9%
FINANCING

WE HAVE 11
2017 MUSTANGS

IN STOCK!

GLENN  SILVENIS


