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Serving the Communities of Belleville, Sumpter and Van Buren F

Memorial Day parade
begins at 10 a.m.
Monday from BHS

On Monday, May 25, the Belleville
Central Business Community will host a
Memorial Day Parade stepping off from
Belleville High School at 10 a.m.

Sponsors for the Parade are: Belleville
Downtown District Authority, Clement
Insurance Agency, Hampton Manor of Van
Buren, Jack Demmer Ford, Wayne County
Community College-Ted Scott Campus,
KSpringer Media, and Milton Pharmacy.

The Belleville First United Methodist
Church will host a King Brothers Pancake
breakfast from 8 to 10 a.m. and the Veterans
of Foreign Wars and Polish Legion of
American Veterans will hold a ceremony at
11 a.m. at the Veterans Memorial on High
Street, immediately following the parade.

Following are the parade participants:
* Van Buren Township Public Safety
Honor Guard

¢ Grand Marshals Pete Pitzen, VFW and
Lori Day, PLAV

* Scouting America Troop #793

* BHS NJROTC Cadets

* City of Belleville officials

* Belleville Director of Public Safety
Kris Faull

* City of Belleville Fire

* Sumpter Township Police and Fire

* Van Buren Township Police and Fire

* Van Buren Township elected officials

* Tyler Elementary School

* Dogs by Janet

e Laura Perry for State Representative

* American Heritage Girls Troop MI10413
* Rockwood councilwoman Marci
Grzywacz, candidate for State Senate
* Kona Ice
* Belleville Central Business Community
Business Dog

* River of Life Assembly Church

* Next Level Carts

* Rich Pietrogallo

* Big Best in Games

Bellevillains team members Owen Underwood, Ethan Sulea, Beau Bandy, and John Laginess prepare to compete on the Curie Field at
the FIRST World Championships in Houston, Texas. The Championships were held from April 28-May 2.

VBPS Robotics puts a wrap on 2025-26 season

By Mark Laginess, president

Tiger Robotics Booster Organization

The Van Buren Public School Robotics
Teams capped off their 2025-26 season
recently with a banquet to honor and
recognize the great work done by team
members at all levels throughout the
school year.

This year’s FIRST Robotics season,
called FIRST “Age” and sponsored by
Qualcomm, employed an archaeology
theme for all levels of competition and
engaged teams in activities related to
discovering and preserving the past.

FIRST LEGO League Challenge and
FIRST Tech Challenge teams participated
in their season’s main competitions in the
fall of 2025.
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Tiger Robotics Booster Organization
hosted a FIRST LEGO League Challenge
event at Belleville High School for 36
teams from around southeast Michigan
which included four fourth grade groups
from Edgemont, Rawsonville, Savage, and
Tyler Elementary Schools as well as five
fifth and sixth grade teams from Owen
Intermediate School.

One of the Owen teams, Owen Orange,
also participated in the FIRST In Michigan
state event last December at Mason High
School in Mason, MI. The McBride Middle
School seventh and eighth grade team,
Team 14670, the TerrorBytes, competed
in two FIRST Tech Challenge events, the
Ann Arbor Qualifier at Forsythe Middle
School and the Metro Detroit Tournament

at Wayne County Community College
District in Van Buren Township.

At the FIRST Robotics Competition
level, the Bellevillains of Team 6615

(continued on page 12)
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Due to the upcoming
Memorial Day
Holiday, ALL ads must
be submitted by 4 p.m.

Friday, 5/22/26. The
office will be closed
\ Monday, 5/25/26.

The Denton Road bridge has
been closed by Wayne County
for 1,327 days as of today.
(That’s 3.64 years or 31,848 hours)
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WILLIS FEED MILL
The Chicks Have Landed!

See our Facebook page for details.

 Dog and Cat Food
Wild Bird and Squirrel Food _-E
Certified Organic Products
Hay and Straw ¢ Poultry Food
Horse and Livestock Feed
10200 Railroad Street, Willis, Mlchlgan

(South end of Meridian St, off Willis Rd, Between Rawsonville and Bunton)

10 seeing you 50 (77&4) G =111  willisfeed@att.net

Lz U @ Hours:

Mon-Fri 9am-6Pm ¢ Sat 9am-5rM

Sun 10am-4Pm

to seeing you soon.

OUR 63"
YEAR!

* CHIMNEYS BUILT, REPAIRED & CLEANED

* MASONRY WORK

* SCREENS INSTALLED

* TUCK POINTING

* GUTTERS

* RESIDENTIAL

* COMMERCIAL

* VIOLATIONS
CORRECTED

* FLEXLINERS

* CERTIFICATIONS

INSPECTIONS

OUR 63

Licensed & Insured
State Lic # 40800 WE DO
Family Owned PORCHES

Workers
Compensation
& General
Liability

to Protect
Homeowner

BEH]RE

(313) 202.7722
(734) 242-2992

FREE Since

1962

Estimates
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TH % Affordable Rental Communities for Seniors
e BELLEVILLE CO-OP
ﬂ C@®P For over 75 years as a mission-driven non-profit, we exist solely to provide

csl SUPPHE‘E & DEVELOm_PNS:'EﬂN: the highest quality, affordable housing communities possible for seniors.

575 Sumpter Rd, Belleville

For more information call:

734-699-8676
M-W-F ogam-Noon

Amenities
®  100% Smoke free campus

Subsidized rent
On-site laundry

®  Individual heating & cooling °

®  Emergency in-unit pull cords ®  Transportation available
| q e —
www.csi.coop (800) 593-3052 :

TDD (800) 348-7011 s

o

KP& T AUTO SERVICE NOW OFFERING

RUSTPROOFING

White Pine

DENTAL HEALTH
Your Swmile Comes Finot!

Affordable, Kind, and Convenient.

Call Us Today: (734) 252-6002 187 Main Street, Downtown Belleville
www.WhitePineDentalHealth.com

Meet our Dentist: Dr. DeAngelo s.
Webster is an award-winning dentist, author,
and a University of Michigan graduate.

s Now Booking New Patients ¢

Open Evenings and Weekends
Family Friendly Dentist for Adults and Kids

Protect your at it's
vehicle from N H
harsh winter
snow and
road salt.
appointment PROTECT THE NEW, PRESERVE THE OLD!
today! - CARS, TRUCKS, SUVs & TRAILERS -

990JEyHuronjRiveryrivesiBellevillepyl3az39,151292

Visit Perspective Eyecare for all your eyecare needs!

pr—

perspective
v EYECARE

Dr Robert Kennedy, O.D.

. Monday 9am-7pm
240 Main Street Tuesday 9am-6pm
Belleville, Ml 48111 Wednesday 9am-7pm
734.699.1010 Thursday ~ 9am-6pm
Friday closed
Visit www.perspectiveeyecare.com to schedule online Saturday by appointment

Find us on Facebook and Instagram Closed 1-2pm every day

SERVING BELLEVILLE & SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN!

/| BARNETT

=== Roofing and Siding, Inc. s

OVER 50 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
Roofing ¢ Siding * Flat Roofs
FREE ESTIMATES!

Now Turu May 31, 2026
Receive Our CerTaiNTeen Roor 4-S1aR

ExTENDED WARRANTY FOR FREE! CURRENT &

Past Miuitary MemBeRS wilL RECEIVE A
$250 Cnerras Girr Cnrp!

Licensed & Insured

CALL (734) 397-8122

Visit us @ www.barnettroofing.com

41700 MICHIGAN AVE. —- CANTON
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SECOND FRONT PAGE

What foster care is like from 1n51de a big famlly a personal tale

By Connie Smith, Berkley

May is National Foster Care Awareness
Month, and I know what that sounds like to
most people. Another plea for more foster
parents, more depressing statistics about
a broken system, or grim headlines about
what happens to kids who age out.

And I understand why, when the problem
feels that large, we go numb. We tell
ourselves it’s too big, too broken, too far
outside our lane. So we scroll past it.

But I’m asking you to stop scrolling for
just a moment, and pay attention.

Right now, there are nearly 329,000
children in the U.S. foster care system.
Approximately 20,000 of them will age out
every year, turning 18 without a permanent
family, without a safety net, and without
the community that every child deserves.

Of those who age out, between 40 and
50% will experience homelessness within
18 months. Only 3 to 4% will ever earn a
college degree, compared to nearly half of
their peers

One in four will be involved in the justice
system within two years of leaving care.
These are not strangers’ children. These
are our children, and they will grow up,
move into our neighborhoods, and shape
the world our own kids and grandchildren
inherit.

I say that with some authority. I am a
former foster youth, who did age out of
the system and beat those odds. I am also
a former foster parent, a now-adoptive
mother, and a foster care advocate with
Guiding Harbor in Belleville, which serves
children and young adults impacted by
foster care.

My story entering care might seem
minor compared to the tragedies others
have lived, but it was still traumatic. I
was born to a mother with serious mental
health struggles and placed with a couple
whose home turned out to be an animal-
hoarding situation. When law enforcement
intervened, I was moved to the home of a
widowed woman near retirement age, the
school lunch lady, who was raising foster
children largely on her own.

What saved me wasn’t a government
program. It was a village. The neighbors
who always had an eye on us kids. The
extra pantry that opened up when ours ran
low. The person who offered a ride when
my foster mom was working a double shift.
Without those people showing up, quietly,
consistently, without fanfare, I don’t know
where I would have ended up.

The research backs this up: a 2026
Michigan State University study published
in the journal Social Work Research found
that youth in foster care who had adequate
emotional support were significantly less
likely to be incarcerated.

A wide body of research confirms that

strong community networks protect foster
youth against homelessness, mental health
crises, and long-term instability.

I lived that truth again when my husband
and I became foster parents, and then had
our world turned inside out.

We had been fostering our three-year
old daughter since May of 2019. Then,
on March 10, 2020, exactly one week
before my employer sent us home to work
remotely, we welcomed her two brothers
into our home: a nine-month-old, and a
two-year-old.

We already had three biological children
ages 17, 12, and five. Overnight, our
family of six became a family of eight, in
the middle of a global pandemic.

My husband and I were both news
producers and editors at Fox 2 Detroit at
the time. When the world hits a crisis, the
newsroom does not slow down. We were
producing live breaking news from home
while simultaneously managing a college
freshman, a high school freshman, and a
kindergartner on Zoom, plus three toddlers
with no daycare.

By June, I was on the phone with our
social worker, sobbing, begging her to find
a new home for the kids. I loved them, but
I was drowning. Her response stopped me
cold: “Where do you think these kids are
going to go? There are no homes. They
would sleep on an agency floor.”

So I pulled myself together, and I asked
for help.

Neighbors dropped off casseroles from
six feet away. Church friends left toys on
our porch. Community members offered
to mow our lawn, just to give us one
less thing to worry about. None of it was
dramatic. None of it required a license or
a background check. It was just people
showing up. And it made the difference
between a family fracturing and a family
holding.

Today, those three children are adopted.
They are thriving. They know who they
are, where they belong, and who their
people are.

That is what a village does.

Here is the thing I want you to hear,
though. Becoming a foster parent is not the
only way to be part of this. Yes, Guiding
Harbor is always looking for families
willing to open their homes, and that
calling is a profound and needed one. But
we are not all built for the same role, and
that is not a failure. It is just the truth of
how communities work. We each bring
something different.

What I am asking for, the smaller ask,
and in many ways the more urgent one, is
simply this: be part of the village.

Bring dinner to a foster family once a
month. Let your teenager babysit. Coach
the rec league team. Be the teacher who

Connie Smith poses for a picture with her family

notices a quiet kid and offers a kind word.
Sponsor a child’s activity or a family’s
need through agencies like Guiding
Harbor. Show up at a school fundraiser. Be
the neighbor who waves from the driveway
and means it.

You may not realize it, but approximately
90% of children in foster care have
experienced at least one traumatic event,
and 41% have a diagnosed mental health
condition before they even enter the
system.

These children are not broken, but they
are fragile in the way that all human beings
are fragile when they have been let down
by the adults who were supposed to protect
them. What they need, above almost
anything else, is evidence that the world
contains safe people. Consistent, caring,
ordinary people. You.

Without the village, children who age
out of foster care become untethered.
Floating. Searching for something to hold

onto. And whatever fills that void first will
shape the rest of their lives. The statistics
make clear what fills it too often: trauma,
incarceration, homelessness, and cycles of
poverty that reach into the next generation.

None of us wants that. Not for any child.
Not even the ones we have never met.

So this May, I am asking you, one
community member to another, to look
around and ask yourself: What can 1
offer? How can I show up? Who in my
neighborhood, my church, my school, my
workplace might be a foster family that just
needs one person to knock on the door and
say, “I've got you”?

The village is not a metaphor. It is a
choice we make, one casserole, one kind
word, one show of presence at a time.

Connie Smith of Berkley is a foster care
advocate supporting Guiding Harbor
Foster Care Agency. She is a Iformer foster
youth and an adoptive parent..
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OPINIONS

Editorial:

Vulgar, rude VBT
crowd screams at
planning comm.

Members of a hostile crowd screamed
vulgar and rude comments at the May
13 meeting of the Van Buren Township
Planning Commission, as the protesters
tried to shut down mega-watt data center
action and approval of a Battery Energy
Storage System on the corner of Bemis and
Rawsonville roads.

The May 13 meeting lasted seven hours
because some members of the crowd
wanted to keep the commission from doing
its job.

At one point, around 10:15 p.m., the
commission chairman closed the meeting
for a 10-minute break when the screaming
from the audience made it impossible to
hear a vote taking place at the commission
table.

What was so appalling was that the worst
offenders were women and their screams
were ear-shattering. The few men who
spoke were mainly professional and polite,
except one man who gave the commission
his middle finger as he walked out of the
meeting room.

The chairman let crowd members
speak time and time again during public

EXTRA THINGS | KNOW

There was a public informational open
house to discuss two proposed housing
projects next to Waverly apartments. It was
mainly for the neighbors to see the plans for
the single-family homes on the site of the
former golf course. The project also includes
a large area of attached multi-family homes.

The meeting was May 14 and I had two
other meetings at the same time, so I didn’t
attend. But the neighbors who did attend,
some from Bayshore Drive on the lake, tell
me they are not happy. They say Bayshore
comes out on Denton Road at Beckley
where the two proposed developments will
come out with all their traffic.

The people who told me of their opposition
are not ones to sit on their hands. Look for
fireworks with lots of legal documents.

They won’t be screaming and yelling and
swearing like those who opposed the data
center.

sk

The proposed battery storage project in
the area of Bemis and Rawsonville roads in
Van Buren Township also is getting a lot of
flack. Norm DeBuck, one of those attending
the May 13 planning commission meeting,
said if the fluid around the stored batteries
spills onto the ground during maintenance,
it could get into the ground water and to
his family’s 200 acres of sod growing next
door and ruin their crops. He was one of the
many who spoke against it.

sk
(continued on page 5)
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Pretty snazzy bright
E red car ya got there.

...By Rosemary K. Otzman

It's not the shade of red
I'd prefer, but the dealer
gave me a great deal on it.

We’ve also heard complaints about the
Lake House development moving ahead on
the former DNR property on the lake just
north of the Belleville Bridge. Van Buren
Township now owns the property and
we published a drawing of what the new
buildings will look like. There is said to be
110 parking places.

One woman who greatly opposed putting
the new library there when that was
proposed because of the traffic at that curve
in Belleville Road came to see me. The
library was built in the city of Belleville
next to the museum and everyone agrees
that location is wonderful.

The state has offered a $750,000
reimbursement to Van Buren Township
to make the Belleville Road-Quirk Road
site safe. We’re guessing it will be another
traffic light in the bridge area, but often
traffic signals increase the accidents at an
intersection.

sfesksk

We received an email from a man who says
the Independent is trying to save something
that’s not worth saving. He said donations
aren’t going to be successful at supporting a
newspaper long term.

He suggests that plan be trashed and that
the newspaper should go to digital reporting
and the social media. He said nobody reads
paper newspapers any more.

There are others who disagree, especially
those seeking to keep legal notices in
paper papers, instead of putting them in a
municipality’s website where they could

be changed or lost. When it’s printed, it’s
permanent.
sk

At the May 4 city council meeting the
new Wings sculpture dedicated to the
local teenager who died of brain cancer
was donated to the city. It was erected in
Horizon Park.

Then, on May 14, it was announced
at the city planning
commission  meeting
that all of the structures
in Horizon Park would
be taken up around
Sept. 1 and stored until
the bank stabilization
work is done.

That includes the
brand-new Wings sculpture. We hope they

are very careful in handling it.
kokok

Mayor Voigt was not present for last
Monday’s meeting of the Belleville City
Council and neither was mayor pro-tem
Kelly Bates. So, councilman Randy Priest
agreed to chair the meeting in their absences.

The only problem was that his little dog
that he brings to the meetings and usually
hides under the council table started getting
ornery and barking. It’s a little bark, but still
it was barking.

DPW director Nathan Johnson got up and
took the leash and tried to take over control
of the dog and it sort of worked. The dog
still barked from time to time as the brief
meeting progressed.
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Columbia Court
Apartments
275 W. Columbia * Belleville

For 1 Bedroom & Studio Apartments Only.
Accepting Applications for Individuals 62 & Older
H.U.D. Guidlines Apply
A Senior Facility of National Church Residences
Affordable Housing * Sec 8-202

Minutes From Shopping, Freeways & Restaurants

ADVERTISE

TODAY!
Buy 3 Ads; Get 1 FREE!

Call our Advertising Manager
Janet Millard Today! 734-699-9020

For Classified Advertising, Display Advertising or News Tips
One call does it all: 734-699-9020 - The Independent

CHINA KING

45915 S. 1-94 Service Dr., Belleville

Next to the Belleville Post Office

(734) 699-1550

See our menu online at:
chinakingbelleville.com

LUNCH ¢ DINNER
FRIDAY & SATURDAY 11:00AM - 10:00PM
Best Buffet Around! SUNDAY 11:30AM - 9:00PM

DeLivery AvaiLaeLe THru UBER EATS, GRUBHUB & DOOR DASH!
BEER & WINE AVAILABLE - DRIVE-THRU PICKUP

HOTSPOT

OPEN HOURS
MONDAY - THURSDAY  11:00AM — 9:00PM

I stdill speak "deg’

All breeds, ages, sizes ... vou name
it! Could vou use some help?

Let me know when you'd like to
schedule a 20-minute phone call
to discuss what's going on and to
brainstorm options (using only
positive reinforcement, of course).

Free of charge. No obligation.

Janet Deaton, Dog Trainer
certified through Canines for Christ

janet@dogsbyjanet.com g (734) 6041720

cfbgs ﬁ_y_;’anar ~ Belleville

anmns. °s ¥
Avvro REPAIR

NEW CUSTOMERS GET 1

10% OFF LABOR DURING OUR: 1 SE“Inns' “ETE“A“S 8‘ :
GET-TO-KNOW-YOUR-FRIENDS-TRUSTWORTHY- 1« AGTIVE MILITARY TRAKE ,
RELIABLE-AUTO-MECHANIC-SALE 11 10% OFF YOUR TOTAL BILL!®

WITH COUPON + LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 6-26-26 BA‘I :. WITH COUPON + LONNIE'S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 6-26-26 BA:

Disc BRAKE SPECIAL | H i LET’S GET READY FOR SPRING!

Premium Paps & RoTORS, 1

INcLUDES LABOR, STARTING AT $400 “E" I c I-E c I'I Ec K :
Most Cars. Restrictions Apply. B e ’ts " 0 s e s E’ c. .

WITH COUPON + LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 6-26-26 BA‘I I
o oo oo e e e e e e e e e e aw owm W

50 South Street at 5- Pomts, Belleville » 734-325-7065

Open Monday - Friday 8am - 6pm

Residents urged to speak
out against Waverly
plans for golf course

To the editor:

I'strongly encourage residents to attend Van
Buren Township’s Planning Commission
Public Hearing on Wednesday, May 27,
at 5:30 p.m. at Township Hall. Please join
me in voicing concerns over a proposed
zoning change to the Harbour Club Golf
Course property.

If rezoned, The developer would like
to replace the long-standing golf course/
open green space with 92 single-family
homes and 285 new rental units. (377 new
addresses)

The proposed Waverly on the Lake
development would permanently alter the
character of our neighborhood. If approved,
this development would increase traffic and
infrastructure strain, ruin wildlife habitat,
increase our highway noise pollution with
their tree removal plan, increase storm
water run-off to the lake and eliminate one
of the area’s historic recreational amenities.
This is our only golf course and it needs to

be restored, protected and preserved, Not

Just Ignored!
Back in the 1970s one of the main reasons

the township approved the construction of
1,150 garden style apartments on farmland
was in exchange for the development
plan to include a 9-hole PGA-style golf
course. The golf course was presented as
a permanent recreational amenity, intended
to benefit township residents, surrounding
neighborhoods and our wildlife. This
was the highest density development in
the township’s history. (19 units per acre-

1988 master plan) Do you really think the
township planners/board wanted a future
developer to come along, let the golf course
deteriorate, then add 377 more rentals/
homes on it? This is not simply vacant land
waiting for future development. So let’s
find the original agreement and preserve
what was originally agreed to.

After receiving a proposed development
& zoning change notice in the mail on
4/30/26, 1 emailed many of our township
leaders on 05/02/26. I officially asked them
to share with me any and all agreements/

KAREN'S
PLACE '

A Salon
For Everyone

36968 Huron River Drive

New Boston, Michigan
Appointments & Walk-ins Welcome

7T3A4-753-9130
OpPeN: Tues.- Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-3
ANNOUNCEMENT
Karen’s Place has a new Nail Tech.
Call Lexi for an appointment today!
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Editorial

(continued from page 4)
comments, for fear of being accused of not
letting them talk.

Many of the women abused his openness
with smirks. It was not pretty.

During the break, one of the protestors,
who works in real estate, told the crowd
not to worry how the commission voted.
She pointed out a woman in the audience
from Detroit who she said was known
nationwide for stopping data centers and
she would work with them. Don’t give up,
it’s not over, she told them.

restrictions/history on this property.(FOIA)
To date, I have not received one document.
Where did all the files go pertaining to the
township’s highest density development
and this historic 9-hole golf course
agreement? VBT Township quote, “We’re
still looking.”

Please attend the Planning Commission
Public Hearing and voice your concerns so
we can try to SAVE our Neighborhood, our
Historic Golf Course and our Wildlife.

Wednesday, May 27 at 5:30 p.m.
Van Buren Charter Township Hall
46425 Tyler Rd.
Van Buren Township, MI
Thank you,
Andy Winnie
Van Buren Resident for 58+ years.

Children’s Literacy
event at library May 27

To the editor:

Every child deserves the opportunity
to read, learn, and succeed, but for many
children in our community, that opportunity
is slipping further out of reach.

According to the 2024 National
Assessment of Educational Progress
(NAEP), Michigan ranks 44th in the nation
for fourth-grade reading. That is more than
a statistic. It is a call to action for all of us.

On Wednesday, May 27 from 12-1:30
p-m., the Kiwanis Club of the Belleville
Areawill host “Open a Book, Open a World:
A Community Celebration of Children’s
Literacy” at the Belleville Area District
Library. This free event includes lunch
and will bring together educators, literacy
advocates, and community organizations to
discuss both the challenges facing readers
and the solutions we can build together.

The event will feature keynote speaker

(continued on page 6)

WANTED TO BUY

STANDING TIMBER
Family Owned & Operated

Land Clearing & Grinding
Services Available

Sawmill Office
1-(517) 254-4463
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More Letters

(continued from page 5)

Jenn Richardson, Outreach Librarian,
along with a panel of local and regional
organizations working on the front lines of
literacy.

This is more than a conversation; it is
an opportunity for our community to
come together and take meaningful steps
to support children and families. Whether
through volunteering, mentoring, or
supporting literacy programs, each of us
has a role to play.

We invite the community to join us, learn
more, and be part of the solution.

Jennifer Trotter, president
Belleville Area Kiwanis Club

Belleville must stop
ignoring a crisis

To the editor:

Belleville is facing an emergency
of its own making — and City Hall’s
unwillingness to confront it is putting
residents at risk.

Since April 17, residents tracking
fire-related calls have documented that
39.34% of those calls never received
a response from the Belleville Fire
Department. That means nearly four out of
every ten people who called for help were
met with silence.

In any community, this would be alarming.
In a city our size, it’s catastrophic.

Despite this, Belleville continues to pour
money into a system that is clearly broken.
The city budgets $25,000 a year for the fire
chief’s position and is now considering
spending another $800 for an office —
even though City Hall was just built and
likely has space available. Meanwhile,
when nearly 40% of calls go unanswered,
residents are told the chief is not required
to respond outside of part-time hours.

How can a city justify spending taxpayer
money on leadership while failing to
provide the basic service that leadership is
meant to oversee?

Residents are increasingly saying what
city officials refuse to: Belleville cannot
continue pretending it has a functional fire
department. The performance numbers
speak for themselves.

At this point, many are arguing that the
city should stop operating a department
that cannot reliably respond, hand fire
coverage to Van Buren Township’s
full-time department, and be done with it.

Let Van Buren provide the protection,
let Van Buren keep whatever equipment
it wants, and sell off the rest. It is a
straightforward, practical solution
that would provide residents with the
dependable protection they are currently
being denied.

And this conversation shouldn’t stop at
fire services. Belleville police officers often
patrol alone — a dangerous situation for
the officers and the community. Residents

deserve to know why safer, smarter, and
more stable regional options are not being
considered.

This is not about attacking firefighters
or police officers. It is about a system that
continues to fail, leadership that refuses
to confront the reality, and the taxpayer
dollars being spent on a service that leaves
nearly half of emergency callers without
help.

A city where almost 40% of emergency
calls go unanswered cannot claim to be
providing public safety. It is past time for
Belleville’s leaders to stop defending the
indefensible and start making decisions
that actually protect the people who live
here.

Residents deserve accountability. They
deserve transparency. And above all, they
deserve to know that when they dial 911,
someone will come.

Chris Zweng and numerous residents of
Belleville who contributed information

Upcoming Meetings

* Tuesday, May 26 — City of Belleville budget
session, 6 p.m. Also, Sumpter Township Board
of Trustees, 6 p.m. Also, Van Buren Public
Schools Board of Education, 7 p.m., BHS
Commons

* Wednesday, May 27 — Van Buren Township
Planning Commission, 5:30 p.m.
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* Monday, June 1 — Belleville City Council,
6:30 p.m.

* Tuesday, June 2 — Van Buren Township
Board of Trustees, 6:30 p.m., with 5 p.m. work/
study as needed.

* Monday, June 8 — Van Buren Public Schools
Board of Education, 7 p.m., BHS Commons

* Tuesday, June 9 — Sumpter Township Board
of Trustees, 6 p.m. Also, Belleville Area District
Library Board, 7:30 p.m.

Keith Dudek : Owner
11681 Rawsonville
Belleville, Ml 48111

Dudek Heating & Coolmg

Service and Installation

Licensed and Insured - Free Estimates * Furnaces - Boilers
Air Conditioning - Duct Work - Humidifiers - Water Heaters
Generators - Electrical - Plumbing

Office: (734) 461-6165
Cell: (734) 730-9733

IMPORT AND DOMESTIC

(734) 699-3641
Fax: (734) 699-3856

112 Davis St.
Belleville, MI 48111

QBurhop’s Colllision

Booy anp FEnDER REPAIR
CompLETE GLASS INSTALLATION

Towing Available
Open Weekdays 8 a.m — 5 p.m.

Cr
& o

HOURS: MON-FRI BY APPOINTMENT ON
Friends of MI Animals Rescue
Promote a Healthy and Safe Environment for All

ADOPTIONS BY
APPOINTMENT

5
b
&

Friends of Michigan

Animals Res
)

51299 Arkona Road
Belleville, Ml 48111

734-461-9458

info@friendsofmichigan.org
www.friendsofmichigan.org

,-)"
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Simple
Alternatives

Cremation ond Burkn Services

Belleville,

DIRECT

From $1,495

-

The Hair Station
(734) 796-4795

Belleville MI

INQUIRE ABOUT
OUR SPECIALS!

thehairstation151@yahoo.com

Scott Beard

Manager/Director

19865 Sumpter Road

CREMATIONS IRELZEEI
= 734-699-6060

= info@simplealternatives.net

@ www.simplealternatives.net

151 Main Street
48111

L . .
i %
Pr.umMBING

Free Estimates
Service & Repair
Drain Cleamn%/[
Gas Lines & More

Licensed & Insured

Caleb Windiate

Honest & Reliable 734.307.6418
.-'_ ] ‘ ProPlumbing734@yahoo.com
Arrwood Construction / 5
Grading, Excavating, etc. ; ;
Bill Arrwood -
owner
Michigan 48111 313-363-6590

-

" 49450 Judd Rd.
Belleville, MI. 48111

arrwoodconstruction@yahoo.com

George E.Long, III

Attorney & Counselor At Law

Federal & State Criminal

and Civil Defense

DUI ¢ Wills  Probate Matters
Divorce e Social Security Disability
Notary Public

234-345-9430

321 Main Streer, BeLLevite, MI 48111 GroneLaw.com

J.R's Tree Service
T34-250-3855
Jeremy Reber

wner

Free Estimate’s

Tree Removal
Tree Trimming
Stump Remowval
Fire Wiood
Lot ‘(_’.]cdrmg
Fully Insured
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Patronize Our
Adpvertisers!
They are the

ones who give
you this free

paper!

CREMATION

$995.00 complete
NO Hidden Service Fees

(800) 331-5051

DUZAK Funeral &
Cremation Center, Inc.

Southeast Michigan’s Lowest
Cremation Cost Provider
Since 1977

www.duzakcremation.com

On The Move To
VAN BUREN PLAZA
11792 BELLEVILLE ROAD

KAYROUZE JEWELRY Pacount Stone

* Bridal Rings &

Engagement Bands
¢ Creation Diamonds
¢ Natural Diamonds

® Custom Design
Tewetny

o Repaine
ow the Spat

11792 Belleville Road, Belleville, MI 48111

® 734.444.2323
¥ tony@kayrouzejewelry.com

‘( SV NSO,

Tony Kayrouze
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‘( " ON SALE GIIBDEN BLEND SOIL! ¢
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N I Ry Garden Blend |
3 Yards Credit $117", Cash $112" [JRERLL 11T
5 Yards Credit $165', Cash $160° L LIRS
6 Yards Credit $185’, Cash $180" 100% :;

TOPSOIL - U-PICK UP Compost %

$24" Yard Credit, $23" Yard Cash

!’1 ¢ Mulch - Colored, Hardwood,
o( Playground & Environmental

WE HAVE
OVER 50 TYPES OF

Ae®Ns

MATERIALS!

v
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U ¢ Sands - Paver, Pool, Fill ¢
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t“ e Decorative Stones WE INSTALL !
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g -3 ;f;lf_ggs't‘ock PROFESSIONAL @9
° - ip Stone /
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l
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€ 734 697-1 183 45697 Ecorse Rd. + Van Buren Twp.
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| Obituaries

Barbara Lee Anderson

BARBARA LEE ANDERSON

(August 31, 1938 — May 8, 2026)

Barbara Lee (Patton) Anderson, age 87. Born to
Robert and Olive Patton in Pontiac, MI. Barb
grew up in Waterford Twp. and graduated from
Waterford Twp High School Class of 1957.
That same year she started her career at GM
Truck and Coach Div. in Pontiac. A few years
later she and husband Richard Anderson were
transferred to the new facility in Ypsilanti, MI,
retiring 30 years later. Barb was preceded in
death by her parents. She is survived by sister
Nancy Slama (Joseph Slama) of Arizona,
brother James Patton (Diane ) of Belleville and
several nieces and nephews. Barbara will be
interred in White Chapel Cemetery in Troy, MI.

Sandra Caron

SANDRA CARON

Sandra Caron, 72, of Van Buren Township
died on May 6, 2026. Sandra is survived by
siblings Carole Brown, John Delano, Sherry
Zunk, and Cindy Conklin. Loved by friends and
family. No service will be held at this time. A
celebration of life will be held soon. There will
be an announcement on Facebook.

SNHU announces local
students on President’s
List, Dean’s List

MANCHESTER, NH -- Southern New
Hampshire University announces five local
students have been named to the Spring
2026 President’s List. The spring terms run
from January to May.

They are Parometris Watkins and
Christopher Yonge, both of Van Buren
Township; and Tiffany Williams, Zahra

Diyaaaldeen, and Jacob Labut, all of
Belleville.
Full-time undergraduate students

who have earned a minimum grade-
point average of 3.700 and above for the
reporting term are named to the President’s
List.

Angela Gackstetter of Belleville was
named to the school’s Dean’s List.

Full-time undergraduate students who
have earned a minimum grade-point
average of 3.500 to 3.699 for the reporting
term are named to the Dean’s List.

Things to do in the
Belleville area...

e Friday, May 22 — “The Belleville
Three,” who are credited with inventing
Detroit Techno music, will be present at
Diamondback Music Hall, 49345 S. 1-94
Service Dr. in Van Buren Township. V.L.P.
entry is 6:30 p.m., with general admission
at 8 p.m. Ten percent of gross ticket
revenue goes to Belleville Robotics Club.

* Monday, May 25 — It’s Memorial
Day and the parade in Belleville starts
off at Belleville High School at 10 a.m.
It proceeds to Five Points and then heads
up Main Street to Roys. The Memorial
Day ceremony by the Veterans of Foreign
Wars and the Polish Legion of American
Veterans follows the parade at 11 a.m. at
the Veterans Memorial on High Street.

e Thursday, May 28 — “Lost Film and
Media,” a lecture by Tyler Moll, is from
6-7 p.m. at the Belleville Area Museum,
405 Main St., with free pizza at 5:30 p.m.
To save a seat email bam@yvbtmi.gov or
call (734) 697-1944.

* Wednesday, June 3 — At 7 p.m.
Michigan Flight Museum presents Book
Talk: “Yankee Lady -- Remembering
an Icon.” Photographer Kurt Affholter
will introduce his new coffee table book
featuring images of the Yankee Lady
in unique and memorable settings. He
also will present air-to-air images of rare
World War II aircraft set against dramatic
backdrops, exploring each aircraft’s
history. Entry is $10 per person for non-
members and free to museum members
with registration. Museum is at 47884 D
St., Van Buren Township, (734) 483-4030.

¢ Saturday, June 13 — Kids Fishing
Derby from 10 a.m. to noon at Banotai
Park, 24598 Sherwood Rd., Sumpter
Township. No fishing license required
(State free-fishing weekend). Ages 17 and
under. Awards at noon.

¢ Friday, June 26 — Red Cross Blood
Drive, 10 am. to 4 p.m. at Denton Faith
United Methodist Church, 6020 Denton
Rd., Van Buren Township. Sign up for
donation at the June 26 event by calling
the church at (734) 483-2276 during office
hours from 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. on Monday
or Thursday.

¢ Thursday, July 16 — Belleville
Newspaper Foundation fundraiser to keep
the Independent publishing is 6-8 p.m. at
the Belleville Yacht Club. Tickets are $50
each and available through Independent
advertising director Janet Millard, (734)
699-9020.

BHS at-home games

* Saturday, May 23 — JV Baseball vs.
Carlson, 10 a.m. (double-header)

* Wednesday, May 27 — JV Baseball vs.
Trenton, 4 p.m.; JV Softball vs. Trenton, 4
p-m.

Jamie Cichowski, Athletic Secretary

Belleville High School
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More Letters

VBT clerk is not keeping
voter rolls clean

To the editor:

I’ve been a lifelong resident of Van
Buren Township — at the same address. My
daughters left VBT in 1990.

Because I still live at the same address,
every two years for 36 years I’ve gotten
voters info cards in their names. I’ll add one
was in Ann Arbor and the other 50 miles
away. As stated on the card, if you take
no action to show that you still live at this
address by the second November general
election held in the even-numbered year
after this notice, your voter registration
will be cancelled.

So much for that. I talked to VBT clerk
Leon Wright some time ago about this.

His comment was that my daughters
didn’t do their “due diligence.”

His “due diligence” is to clean up VBT
voter rolls and he’s been clerk for many
years to get that job done by now.

Eighty percent of U.S. voters want fair
elections and in order for that to be done
“the voters rolls can’t be dirty.”

Because “I” received these cards and
discarded them, no one was able to use
them fraudulently. Clerk Wright expected
my daughters to go to VBT and physically
remove their names.

I tried myself but that wasn’t allowed.

Karen Conrad
Van Buren Township

Be sure to vote in
Aug., Nov. elections

To the editor:

This is to all eligible persons of voting
age.

Do not let the current federal regime
make you feel as though voting does not
matter. This is the scam they want you to
believe. In not voting, you hand over the
only non-violent means we have to shape
the destiny of our country and the world at
large. Never give up on elections. The vote
is your voice. It’s time to use our words.

We can no longer let the propaganda of
how great we are doing be our acceptance
that we have no control over our lives. The
falsehoods that the rich and powerful’s
decisions are all we need to live a good life.

As we watch the fire storm in D.C.
methodically destroy democracy in this
country, it is essential that each and every
one of us stand up and say no. The regime
in D.C. only cares about themselves. It’s
time to look for leaders that want to work
for “We the People”.

I hear the naysayers out there. Saying
things like there is no difference between
the two major parties our system of
government. When the GOP gets into
office and our economy falters. They
scream government doesn’t work. Then
they get into office and prove it. It then

takes progressive ideas the Democrats put
forth to right the economy.

Please do not take the last sentence as a
total endorsement of the Democratic Party.
Like all humans, they too have faults. You
don’t have to look any further than the
administration of Van Buren Township.
If they cared about our community, we
wouldn’t have a hyper-scale data center
next door to residential housing. Perhaps
more housing on that property would have
been better for all of us. First it was the
Flock Cameras all over the township. Why
is more surveillance propagandized as
something good? It makes no sense.

Aug. 4, 2026 is the Michigan Primary
elections. If you are not registered to vote,
do so now and show up for the primary
vote and then again on Nov. 3, 2026 for the
general election.

Hal Innes
Van Buren Township

Do you remember BHS
powerhouse debaters?

To the editor:

I wonder how many of your readers
remember the powerhouse debate
teams from Belleville High School in the
1970s and 1960s.

In 1975, Belleville brothers Charles
and John Dougherty were awarded State
Champion runner-up honors in a hotly
contested debate versus Royal Oak Kimball

on the proposition that the United States
should significantly change the method of
selecting presidential and vice-presidential
candidates.

In 1979, Belleville debaters Kim Buchanan
and Dennis Corder won the Michigan
State Championship defeating Southfield
Lathrup HS. The team was coached by
David White. The debate resolution called
for the federal government to establish a
comprehensive program to significantly
increase the energy independence of the
United States

A year earlier, Corder teamed up with
Marci Rocha and earned State Champion
runner-up honors, again against Southfield
Lathrup, debating the resolution calling
for the federal government to guarantee
comprehensive medical care for all
citizens in the United States.

The success of the teams coached by
David White was preceded by a tradition
of excellence established by coach Judith
Tappan more than a decade earlier.

In 1966, Belleville debaters Marilyn
Smith and Gloria Price were State
Champion runners-up, to Battle Creek
Central, debating the need for the
federal government to adopt a program
of compulsory arbitration in labor
management disputes in basic industry.

In 1967, the Belleville team of Doreen
Skardarsy and Marilyn Smith defeated
Royal Oak Kimball to reign as State
Champions calling for the foreign aid
program of the United States be limited to

Golf Courses
Graduations

2

Services, Inc.

Office: (734) 482-7633

PORTABLE TOILETS « SEPTIC CLEANING
LUXURY RESTROOM TRAILERS
For All Outdoor Activities

www.ParkwayServices.net

Belleville Area Independent/May 21, 2026
non-military assistance.
Ray Quiel

Emeritus Faculty
Eastern Michigan University

One Call Does It All...
...At The Independent
734-699-9020

BONEGUTTERS

TREE EXPERTS, LLO

STORM DAMAGE &

SPRING DISCOUNTS!
50% DISCOUNT IF YOU KEEP WOOD,BRUSH!
 Storm Clean Up [KEITT)

SERVICE B
PROFESSIONALS

Free Estimates
Tree Topping & Trimming
Tree & Shrub Removal

Stump Removal * Bucket Service

Insured & Senior Discounts

<—<(734) 431-4202

Picnics
Construction Sites

~

/

Fax: (734) 482-7632

|

HEALTH

11

DR. ASHLEY NIEMI, DPT

Owner & Pelvic Health

[’]1\\'>icul ']'hcr:lpisl’

0 243 MAIN STREET
BELLEVILE, MI 48111

® 734-337-4165
© 877-354-4364
© MISISUHEALTH@GMAIL.COM

MISISUHEALTH.COM

@MI_SISU_HEALTH

(734) 583-9523
Cluttercleaners734@gmail.com

Full Service Junk Removal
Dump Trailer Rentals
Garage/Barn Clean-Outs
Trash/Junk/Debris Removal
Material Delivery

Yard Clean-Ups, Deck/Pool/
& Jacuzzi Removal

¢ Storage Units

10% Discount for US Military/Veterans/Seniors & 1** Time Customers

Licensed & Insured
Locally Owned

y _/

B&R CUSTOM CARPENTRY
Building and Remodeling

Complete Home Service Company
35+ years Experience

(970) 430-2529

Exterior Cleaning That Makes You Smile

734-624-2273
carsonspowerwashing.com
Carson’s House Washing CONFIDENTIAL |
Power Roof Washing
Washing Concrete Cleaning
GO gle Local to
Belleville

NATIONAL HUMAN
TRAFFICKING HOTLINE

TOLL-FREE | 24/7

1-888-373-7888

Get help. Report a tip.
Find services.
Learn about your options.

www.HumanTraffickingHotline.org
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7 y Complete line of
Monuments &
Markers

www.davidcbrownfh.com
7
A

Honored for
Excellence

(734) 697-4500
Shelly A. Brown-Chudzinski, Owner

Jacqueline Dalzell, Director

& CREMATION SERVICES

—

46( RO R R DR, B 4.8
SERVING BELLEVILLE R E s l D E N 'r | A L
For 40 veags!
&
COMMERCIAL
BUILDERS
ﬁ Family owned and
! . operated full service
construction company for
TIMBERWOLF CONSTRUCTION 77700 oieel

734-740-5224

Carpentry Rough Framing Specialist / Custom Homes
Pole Barns / Garages / Additions / Commercial Buildouts / Decks

www.Timberwolf-mi.com
Timberwolfconstructionlic@hotmail.com

BELLEVILLE FIRST
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
PRESENTS

ﬁ’”“’}# Tl

B RE R R R R R R R R R R

8:00AM TO 10:00AM

417 CHARLES STREET
BELLEVILLE

B E R R R E R R R RE R E R R

KING -
PANCAKE PAMCAKES - SAUSAGES S %
3 BACON - COFFEE - JUICE
FRESH FRUIT

ENJOY A MORNING OF GOOD FOOD
AND COMMUNITY

' e {52 Y
- FREE Teeth Brushing
= Upgraded Shampoo
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that we pay out of lot rent? Lot rent goes
up through their justification.
More Letters If they are going to put up a club house,

where are they going to put it?

Why don’t we get to

. Van Buren Township
claim property taxes?
To the editor: Cameron Moore

I1live in a mobile home near Belleville and gra duates from Albion

I pay lot rent and taxes which is included in
my lot rent.

ALBION, MI -- Albion College announces
The trailer park owners take part of the Van Buren Township student Cameron

lot rent to pay for the complex property. Moore has graduated with a degree in
Why don’t we get to claim property tax sports communication.

Moore is the child of Fred Moore and
Ella Leflore of Van Buren Township and is
a graduate of Belleville High School.

Speciavizing iv Larae anp Hazarbous RemovaLs

L/ PROFESSIONAL
TREE SERVICE

24 HRr. EMERGENCY SERVICE
Tree TrRiMMING & REmMOVAL
StumpP & SHRUBBERY REMOVAL
CRANE SERvVICE * FIREWOOD
FuLLy INsureD ¢ FREe ESTIMATES
Senior Cimizen Discount

EMERGENCIES &
BELLEVILLE AREA

Trinity Episcopal
Church

11575 Belleville Road
Belleville, Ml 48111

ALL ARE WELCOME

Sunday Eucharist at

10:00am Call Joe (734) 664-9285
Wednesday Eucharist at 10% OFF MENTION AD
9:45pm Call Tom (734) 864-2243

& Conditioner =
(A £50 value with any Full J )
groom or Full bath booking).i?<,
0

Wontion "MAYSPA26" // \ N T
ok{onlinefat{Mainst r::@i"mmgj_m‘ "
06088,

177 MAIN STREET BELLEVILLE, M1 48111 - 134.325.6

v=> MILTON'S

Pharmacy
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Musings
By Janet Millard

Independent
Advertising Director

Here it is Third Thursday again with
extended hours for shopping and dining
from 5 to 8 p.m. in downtown Belleville
and popups in the Fourth Street Square.
Come and check out the many crafters and
specials, even if it rains the businesses will
be open.

skskok

Next Thursday, May 28, the Belleville
Area Museum continues with its lecture
series. For May, Tyler Moll will do a
presentation on “Lost Film and Media”
at 6 p.m. Free pizza is at 5:30 p.m. if you
register in advance. Call (734) 697-1944.

skskok

The Rotary Club of Belleville will be
holding its June 4 golf outing at the Links
at Gateway in Romulus with a 8:34 a.m.
Shotgun start. Call Joyce at (313) 304-
0474 to sponsor or register.

skskok
The Friends of Michigan Animals
Rescue’s 17"-annual golf outing is coming

WE MOVE PEDFI.E FORWARD.

734-744-9547
m.-leu..n-.q 3

|
ﬂ £73 E. Huwron River Drive.

() 734-744-9547

www.michi Iganmovers.com

Bellewille, Michiga

ALL TYPES
Flat & Shingled + EPDM
Modified Rubber
Cedar Shake * Metal

[ EN ON THE | mm NG 1.,

NM’IDML

d iz

Esé‘gﬁfﬁfr’“ a5 |- R

=187 3412925 87 0 Jeie

up fast. They will be at Geen Oaks on
Clark Road in Ypsilanti again this year on
Saturday, June 13 with a 9:00 a.m. shotgun
start. To register and/or sponsor call (734)

323-2507 or golf@friendsofmichigan.org

sksksk

You all know by now that FMAR and
Guiding Harbor (Girlstown) are two of
my favorite local charities but really, we
have a lot of non-profits in town that do
some really good work. One of them is
the Belleville Area Council for the Arts
(BACA). Thanks to them we will have the
Missouli Children’s Theatre in town again
this summer. Lots more information will
be coming on that. Hopefully you saw the
letter to the editor in the paper last week
giving you the opportunity to participate in
the Neil Griffin Community Art Project and
decorate a fish to be included in the display
at Horizon Park this summer. So, go to the
library, pick up a wooden blank, decorate
it and return it to the library no later than
Saturday, June 6. Next week I'll highlight
another non-profit which is always giving
back to the community.

skekesk

Do you have an item you would like to
see in this column? Call Janet Millard at
(734) 699-9020.

Local & Long Distance Moving

CLEAN-OUT SERVICES
Basaments, Garages, Homes & More

PACKING SERVICES
Prafessional Packing & Unpacking

LOCAL & LONG DISTANCE MOVING
Arywhere in Michigan and Beyond
@ JUNK REMOVAL
We Haul It ARl
* WE OFFER

. SENIOR DISCOUNTS
- & MILITARY DISGDIJHTS

UN THE MOVING SERVICES YOU CAN COUNT ON!
ME VE MOVING SERVICES

CI@

Quality Keeping You Covered...not only our logo, it’s our motto!

iz Replacements s/-Recovers i Repairs sz Commercial S Residential

WE ACCEPT
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E’RE OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY, 8AM-6PM
Schedule Your Appointment Today!

AMC -

\ * VAN BUREN |

W

A NI MAL
MEDICAL

CENTER

ANIMAL MEDICAL CENTER of VAN BUREN
Scott Driscoll, DVM Keri Dasher, DVM
491 Sumpter Read; Belleville, Ml 48111

234-699-6510
www.amcvanburen.com

For Classified Advertising, Display Advertising or News Tips.
One call does it all: 734-699-9020
The Belleville-Area Independent

CUSTOMER CHECKLIST

0 Office/Showroom
{not home or truck)

O References O Workmanship Guarantee O Check BEB
10124 Willis Road ° W|II|s, Ml 48191 » www.diversifiedroofinglic.com ¢ (734) 256-1138

B “Celebrating 81 Years & Still Growing”

 BEDDING PLANTS * FLATS

{ * PLANTERS * HANGING BASKETS
 WINDOW BOXES * ROSE BUSHES
“OUR SELECTION IS BIGGER THAN EVER!”

OVER 48 VARIETIES OF TOMATO
PLANTS & SOME HEIRLOOMS.

MANY OTHER VEGETABLE PLANTS TO CHOOSE FROM!

Lywicki Greenhouses, Inc. [OPEN 7 nAvsJ

@ 8am
50705 Willow Rd., Belleville, M1 48111
Y4 Mile East ’of Rawson v;lle Rd., W@ %ﬂ%

3 Miles West of Sumpter Rd. www.ZywickiGreenhouse.com

. N g

DIVERSIFIED
ROOFING

QUALITY
KEEPING YOU COVERED

Shingle, Flat Roof & Metal Roofs
Removals, Recover & Repair

$900 OFF

Full Roof Replacement
Expires: 7-1-2026
Residential ® Commercial
Free Estimates
State Licensed
Fully Insured

www.DiversifiedRoofingLLC.com

O In Business Over 5 Years
O Factory Certified Installers

800-668-1928
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SPANKY -

A LOYAL LITTLE GENTLEMAN
LOOKING FOR A SOFT PLACE TO LAND

At 10 years old, Spanky is proof that
the best things in life come in small
packages.

This adorable Toy Fox Terrier spent his
entire life with one beloved owner, and
after they passed away, Spanky found
himself searching for a new family to
love. While that is a big change for
any dog, Spanky has settled in with
grace and is ready to share his heart
with someone special.

Spanky is a spry little senior who still
enjoys exploring the world with his
nose to the ground. He loves sniffing
around the yard, taking short walks,
and trotting along nicely on leash.
He can be a bit chatty when he has
something to say, but he is just as
happy curling up and relaxing with his
people.

His favorite thing in the world? Being
held and spending time close to the
humans he loves. Toys do not interest
him much-Spanky would far rather be
in your arms or nestled beside you on
the couch.

Spanky is looking fora calm, easygoing
home where he can enjoy the simple
pleasures in life: a cozy bed, gentle
walks, and plenty of affection. We do
not yet know how he feels about other
dogs or cats, but we do know that he
has a lot of love left to give.

If you are looking for a devoted
companion with a big heart and a
gentle soul, Spanky may be the
perfect little sidekick for you.

Friends of Michigan
Animals Rescue
51299 Arkona Road
Belleville, Ml 48111
734-461-9458
www.friendsofmichigan.org

7/ @PEN MEYORIAL ¢ Annuals Celelinatinng Cur
- %\ /; A WEEKENIPY  « Vegetables 97th Year!
~» A & Specialty and Potted Plants
p ’QRObson S 2 Posey Bags
C’\\ GREENHOUSE « Hanging Baskets
F .um.’f owned & f-pcr.((u{. since 1929 0 Patio POtS
WE’RE OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK FROM 8 A.M.
Gift Certificates Available
9015 Haggerty Rd.

Belleville, Ml  www.robsonflowers.com

—

To build a better world, start in your own community!

ax TR 1F yig g S5
Ted ] AN by
y ek, - ) '

apply now.

Tuesday through Thursday.

online to the Township’s website vbtmi.gov.

734.699.8921
vbtmi.gov

734-397-2252

b gl
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Birthdays

May 21 — Rylee Riemer

May 22 — Karen Kubit

May 27 — Kelly Boelter, Lisa Martin
May 28 — David Riemer

Do you or does someone you know have @
birthday soon? Call the /ndependent and we
will publish it as soon as possible.

Anniversaries

May 21 -- Linda and Tom Mitchell,

T A T
A . A R o L LR T

THE R.E.A.L. IS BACK

VBT SUMMER YOUTH EMPLOYMENT PROGRAM

Join The REAL this summer! If you're 14-24 and want to
make a difference while enjoying a fun outdoor job,

The 6-week summer program runs from late June to mid-
August, offering guaranteed 20-hour work weeks from

Applicants must have reliable transportation, be
available for the entire program, and enjoy working
outdoors on light yard maintenance tasks.

Details regarding the application process can be accessed via the QR code or by going

VAN BUREN

PARKS & RECREATION
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VBPS Robotics

(continued from page 1)

from Belleville High School followed two
strong district showings, one at Milford
and one in Belleville where they took
home the winner’s banner, with a trip to
Saginaw Valley State University for the
third straight year, competing as part of the
top 160 teams in the FIRST In Michigan
District State Championships.

Playing on the Aptiv-sponsored field, the
team finished 12 after qualifying matches,
their highest qualifying finish ever at
the state event. That finish and alliance
selections by higher-seeded teams put the
Bellevillains in position to become an
alliance captain for the playoffs, a first for
them at the state level.

They selected teams from Brighton and
Grosse Pointe Woods as their Alliance 8
partners. While Alliance 8 lost their first
match to Alliance 1 teams from Lapeer,
Auburn Hills, and Jackson, they won their
second-round match against Alliance 4,
sending groups from Fremont, Romeo,
and Iron River home before losing a
third-round match to Alliance 3 squads
from Detroit, South Lyon, and Essexville,
ending their state run.

Still, their state championship performance
placed them 53" overall in the state, four
spots better than the prior year’s finish. This
led to their third consecutive invitation to
the world championships in Houston, TX,
in late April where, despite consistently
high scoring performance, they finished
51 out of 75 teams in the Curie Division
and were not selected to compete in the
playoffs, ending their season.

In the last official FIRST competition for
VBPS teams, two groups of third graders
from Edgemont and one each from Tyler
and Savage vied for awards in the FIRST
LEGO League Explore “Vector Villains”
event at Belleville High School on May 9
just prior to the season banquet.

Both Edgemont teams and the Savage
team took home “Team Model” awards for
the way they approached their robot model,
while the Tyler team scored the “Coding”
award for their work in programming their
robot to perform specific tasks related to
the archaeology-based challenge.

Reflecting on the season at the
banquet, coaches thanked their teams and
congratulated them on their fine efforts,
recognizing them with certificates. The
high school team coaches also awarded
varsity letters to Bellevillains team
members who qualified for them, and in a
memorable way, honored individuals with
creatively titled awards for their unique
contributions to the overall success of the
team.

Especially recognized were seniors
Austin Gaston, Mikaylyn Griffin, Alexis
Champagne, Keith Duke, Madalynn
Smith, Ethan Sulea, Noah Ridgeway, Allie
Horchem, and Braylon Prince.

The 2026-27 FIRST season has already
been announced as FIRST “Canopy,” a
bio-diversity theme for which more details
about specific challenges will be revealed

as each level’s season commences,
beginning with FLL Challenge and FTC in
late summer.

The Van Buren Public School Robotic
Teams wish to thank all of their supporters,
sponsors, and donors who helped make this
season a memorable and successful one.

Courtney Ivan wins
Jackson College’s top
administrator award

Jackson College has recognized Courtney
Ivan, executive director of Athletics and

VAN BUREN

PUBLIC SAFETY

Student Development, with the 2026
Outstanding Administrator Award.

This award honors a college administrator
who goes above and beyond in their role,
recognizing exceptional leadership and
service. Ivan has worked for the college for
nearly seven years. She previously served
at Glen Oaks Community College and also
worked at Jackson College, where she held
the positions of women’s basketball coach
and assistant housing director.

In her current role, she oversees the
athletic department and facilities, student
life activities, and residence life, and is the
interim housing director. She previously

Speed Limit is 40 MPH.

Operate in a Counter-Clockwise Direction.

Children under & years old MUST wear a PFD.

No Bow Riding.

Slow-No-Wake Zone 100 ft from:

Shore line

Docks

Bridges
Swimming Areas

Michigan Law states you are responsible for damage

by your own wake.

Personal Watercraft (Jetski)

Cannot cross within 150- of another vessel

Must be operated in a safe and prudent manner

Can only be operated from 8:00 am until sunset

If born after 1978, you must have a boaters safety cerlificote to

operate

Lighting is required for operation after dusk
Red/Green navigation lights when underway
Red/Green navigation lights and a 360° degree with light when

stopped /anchored

All vessels should have:

Persanal Flotation Device (Life Jacket] for everyone on board

Type 4 throwable PFD
Fire Extinguisher

Signaling Device (harn or whistle)
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oversaw student conduct.

Originally from Belleville, she holds
a Bachelor of Science degree from
Olivet College and a Master of Science
in  Organizational Leadership from
Mercyhurst University.

Jackson College is a community college
located in Jackson, with campuses in
Adrian and Hillsdale, as well as online
learning opportunities. The college offers
14 sports teams and a wide range of student
life and performing arts opportunities.

To build a better world,
start in your own community

VBPE Marine Unil: 734.699.8930

Website: VBTmi.gov
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Sumpter Police Officer

of the Year honored

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor
Sumpter Police Corporal Colleen
Gottschalk was honored at Officer of the
Year at the May 12 regular meeting of the
Sumpter Board of Trustees.

In the absence of Public Safety Director/
Police Chief Eric Luke, Fire Chief Goode
presented a long list of awards to the police
officers, leading up to the top Officer of the
Year award. Then all the officers lined up

for a picture with the board. The awards
are given out each year at a township board
meeting.

In other business at the May 12 meeting,
the board:

e Heard Rich Collins, pastor of River
Bible Church, pray over the board to bring
it wisdom in serving the community;

* Approved a staff barbeque outing for
11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. on Thursday, July
16. The township offices will remain open;

* Decided not to schedule a public open
meeting to complain about roads since the
county has responded to complaints with a
public online meeting the previous week;

METHODIST CHURCH

417 Charles
Sunday 10am

Moving forward
in Christ together!

bellevillefirstumc.org 734.697.9288

(D)lifepginte

Our Mission is His Message!

discoverlifepointe.com . 45170 Hull Road
Services: Sunday @ 11. Wednesday @ 7

BELLEVILLE PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

11900 Belleville Road
Service and Sunday School
10:00 a.m.

> Sunday Worship
C Service @ 10:30
“a AWANA - Wednesday
Night @ 6:00

MT. CALVARY 42682 Ecorse Rd.
Baptist Church

Belleville

BELLEVILLE
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
Saturday Mornings
Bible Study 10:00 Worship 11:30
89 South Edgemont

NEW BOSTON CHURCH OF CHRIST
19350 Sterling Street, New Boston, MI 48164
Sunday Bible Study 10am
Worship Service 11am

Wednesday Bible Study 7pm
(734) 606-5525

bellevillesda.com

S BETHANY

810 E. HURON RIVER DR. BELLEVILLE, MI | 734.697.7456
Sunday | Adult Bible Fellowship & Children’s Sunday
School 9:45am | Morning Worship 11am
Wednesday | Kids & Teens 6:45pm | Bible In Action 7pm
Visit bethanybiblechurch.com for more info

Ridge Road Church of Christ

1770 Ridge Road, Ypsilanti, MI 48198
Sunday Bible Study 10 AM, Worship Service 11 AM
Sunday Evening Worship 6 PM and
Wednesday Bible Study 7:30 PM
www.ridgeroadcoc.org (734) 485-2930

Bethlehem Baptist Church

Join us this Sunday
10:00 am Study | 11:00 am Worship
Join us this Friday
7:00 pm Prayer

960 E. Huron River Dr., Belleville, Ml 48111
bbcbelleville.com | 734-697-0566

RIVER OF LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
16650 Sumpter Rd., Belleville, MI 48111
Sunday Morning Worship 9 a.m. & 11 a.m,
Wednesday Adult, Youth & Children @ 7 p.m.
Visit rol-ag.com (734) 699-6700

SUNDAYS @ 10 A.M.
Connect Classes
11 a.m. Sunday Worship

WEDNESDAYS @ 6 P.M.
S.0.S. Recovery & Support Group

WEDNESDAYS @ 7 P.M.
Bible Study & Youth Groups

894 E. Huron River Dr.
Belleville

aith

Community Charch

JOIN US IN PERSON, ONLINE &
FOLLOW US ON [E|

OOMBEOT = SESAT

ST. ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH
409 W. Columbia Avenue (734) 697-1211
= Saturday Mass: 6:00pm
* Sunday Masses: 8:30am & 10:30am
* Mondays: 6:30pm Adoration

www.stanthonybelleville.com

FAITH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
6020 Denton Road
Belleville, M1 48111 (734) 483-2276
www.faithchurchdenton.org
Sunday Worship at 9:30am. Bible Study &
refreshments after Worship.

WouULD YOU LIKE TO HAVE
YOUR CHURCH LISTED IN
THIS DIRECTORY?
CALL ADVERTISING
MANAGER JANET MILLARD
AT 734-699-9020 TODAY!

* Approved documents to initiate MERS
Health Care Savings Plan per approved
CBA with Sumpter Township Fraternal
Order of Police Labor Council, to become
effective July 1;

¢ Set public workshop meetings for 6 p.m.
May 21 at the community center and 6 p.m.
May 28 at township hall to discuss bids
received for the exterior work on the police
department, senior center, community
center, DPW building and library, as well
as the future plans for township-owned
facilities;

* Approved separating Randy Lynch from
township employment with healthcare
benefits to remain until May 30. The
final payout of $9,700.64 requested in the
motion was removed, with the final amount
to come back to the board with documents
of proof before payout;

e Approved a fisherman and crane logo
for Parks & Rec to use on their sponsorship
letters;

e Heard clerk Don LaPorte say he was
alerted the previous day that Sumpter
Road between Willow and Oakville Waltz
will be resurfaced by mill and fill. He
also thanked everyone for their support
and understanding his absence during his
wife’s hospital stay. He said she hopefully
will be home that Friday;

e Heard township manager Ken Marten
say the county presented a grading
schedule for Sumpter for this season and it
is in their packets;

* Heard treasurer Bart Patterson say that
two weeks ago he was not present at the
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board meeting because he was attending a
conference. He said he was upset to learn
that with two board members not present,
the rest of the board put a last-minute item
on the agenda to spend $1 million to pave
Judd Road. He said the board owes it to the
public to post such items ahead of time so
people could come in to support or oppose
the spending. He asked the board not to do
that again; and

* Went into closed door session to discuss
strategy with AFSCME negotiations and
then came back into regular session to
make a motion to direct the township
attorney to follow through as discussed in
the closed session.

Caleb Smith of VBT
named to Spring Dean’s
List at Cedarville Univ.

CEDARVILLE, OH -- Caleb Smith of
Van Buren Township was named to the
Dean’s List at Cedarville University for
Spring 2026. This recognition requires the
student to obtain a 3.50 GPA or higher for
the semester and carry a minimum of 12
credit hours.

Cedarville University, an evangelical
Christian institution in southwest Ohio,
offers undergraduate and graduate
residential and online programs across arts,
sciences and professional fields.

With 7,265 students, it is among Ohio’s
largest private universities.

Veterans of Foreign Wars 4434 and

Polish Legion of American Veterans 167
44170 Bemis Road, Belleville Ml 48111

CONTACT:
PLAV:

For hall rentals call Lori at 734-660-0797
and leave a message with your contact information.

Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 4434
meets on the last Monday at 7:30pm

Polish Legion of American Veterans Post 167
meets on the first Tuesday at 7:30pm

Membership applications for either the PLAV 167 «
and/or VFW 4434 can be requested at a ‘
membership meeting or by email.

thekennedys247@att.net

VFW:

jebstone63@gmail.com

Honor Guard:

kestral215@gmail.com

Photo courtesy of C.M. PLAV Post 167
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INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

ESTATE SALE

FINAL SALE. Inside & outside at
56 Henry, Belleville. May 22 & 23,
10 am.-5 p.m., Washer/dryer, kitchen
table & chairs, end tables. Everything

must go. 05/21

GARAGE/YARD SALE

HUGE SUB-WIDE garage sale at
“GREENBRIAR”. Thursday, Friday
& Saturday, June 4, 5, & 6, from 9
am. to 5 p.m. Located at Belleville &
Van Born Roads. Deals on furniture,
clothes, electronics, home décor, tools,
books, toys & much more. Rain or

shine — see you there! 06/04

HE-MAN YARD SALE. Hunt,
fish, camp-decor, glass, vintage,
Christmas, hats & more. 44652 Ecorse.
June 4 - 7, 9 am.-5 p.m.

06/04

MULTI-FAMILY SALE. 47449 Belmont
Dr.,, VBT. 6/4 & 6/5, 9 am.-5 p.m. and
6/6, 9 am.-1 p.m. Furniture, power
washer, kayak trailer, wicker bassinet,
collector Barbies, toys, clothes, shoes,
household items galore, artwork, home
décor, holiday decorations & much,
much more! 06/04

CRYSTAL POND CONDOMINIUMS
(off Bunton Road between Textile &
Martz) Community Yard Sale, Memorial
Day Weekend. Friday May 22, 5 p.m.—8
p.m. Saturday May 23 & Sunday May 24,

8 a.m.—5 p.m. 05/21

1184 GEORGINA DRIVE., Ypsilanti. 2
carports & basement full. All summer on
Saturday and Sunday. From 10 am. — 5
p.m. Saturday: 11 am.-5 p.m. Sunday.
Rain or shine. TEN

VEHICLES FOR SALE

1993 LINCOLN Town Car. One of a kind,
Florida car, very low miles. Private owner.
$6,500 OBO (734) 695-0819

05/21

2009 FORD EDGE SUV. Good
transportation must see. $2,750 OBO.
(734) 695-0819

2008 GMC ENVOY SUV. Very clean,
runs good. Must see. $3,450 OBO.
(734) 695-0819 0s/21

FOUND

CANE left AT 45545 Bemis during
a yard sale on May 15. Please
call (734) 301-9225 06/04

05/21

POWER CORD Found on Sumpter Rd.
Call (734) 740-0277

05/14

CORNER GARDEN JACUZZI
TUB Motor works, call Jim
(734) 216-6177 05/28
FREE FILL. Delivery available.
(734) 697-1183. Yost Sand & Gravel.
Belleville. TFN

FIREWOOD & KINDLING. You cut.
(734) 941-9567

* Kk Kk &k Kk Kk

LABORER NEEDED
Immediate Position.
Benefits plus 401k.

Kovalak Excavating

Company
Call 734-645-0100

* Kk ok ok k X

Local Excavating Company
has a full-time position for a
HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR
Benefits plus 401k.
Kovalak Excavating
Company
Call (734) 461-6838

or (734) 645-0100

13525 Wayne Road
Livonia, Ml 48150
Contact@waynecraft.com

05/14

i)

| WAYNE
|CRAFT

Immediate position for Installers
and Shop Help. Driver’s license a
MUST with a good driving record.
Experience in Skilled Trade -
preferred carpentry. Must be able
to use hand tools and ability to
read a tape measure is a MUST!
Year-round position with health
insurance, 401K, & paid vacation.

Call (734) 421-8800

INSURANCE CUSTOMER SERVICE
Representative for local AAA office.
Full or part-time available. Call (734)

697-0170. vmwillis@acg.aaa.com o521

CASHIER, full or part-time & a part-
time Presser. Call (734) 699-9444
or stop by: 10780 Belleville Road.

vanburendrycleaners@gmail.com 05/21

HELP WANTED

THE FOOT CARE INSTITUTE OF
MICHIGAN
Busy Podiatry office with multiple
offices looking to hire a medical
assistant to cover our Belleville and/
or Farmington Hills locations.
MEDICAL ASSISTANT
Full or part-time
No Experience Necessary
Compensation to be determined
at time of interview depending on
experience.
QUALIFICATIONS
Dependability, Attention to detail,
Excellent customer service skills,
Pleasant interpersonal skills and
phone demeanor, Proficient with
multi-line phone systems.
Strong organizational skills,
Computer skills, Must be
personable with patients, Medical
terminology/experience helpful
but not required. X-ray experience
beneficial. Please send resume to
Jennifer@footcareinstitute.com

ADVANCED H & W

PAYING CASH

Buying Junk Cars &

Trucks. Free 7 Day

Pick Up. Call Today!
Licensed.

(734) 223-5581
(517) 605-6388

D.K. JUNK CAR
BUYERS

PAY CASH
We Work

Monday - Saturday.
734-368-5088
734-545-5195

WANTED TO BUY - Standing timber.
Sawmill office. (517) 254-4463
WANTED - ANY SIZE MEN’S JEANS
for the homeless. Please drop off at
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Drive.
(734) 697-5600 TEN
WANTED - SMALL CONTAINERS
of shampoo, toothpaste, etc. to take
to homeless in Detroit. Drop off at
Bladez’s. 601 E. Huron River Dr.
(734) 697-5600 TEN

06/30

FOR SALE

ALLOC SNAP - IN TILE. 18
boxes, $12 per box. 432 sq feet.
(313) 978-8924 05/28
PUREBRED ROTTWEILER PUPPIES.
12 weeks old, 1 male & 1 female. Up to
date on shots & dewormed. $400 each
(734) 740-0453

FRENCHIES, YORKIES, TEDDY
BEAR & Cockapoos. Vet checked,
happy puppies, $599 & up. View
available pups at  Petcitypets.com
Ypsilanti. (734) 487-0800 Come see the
difference.

05/28

05/28

WESTERN SNOWPLOW - 7 1%’
$500 OBO. (734) 417-3233
FOOD GRADE BARRELS Plastic
&- metal. Inventory & pictures at
www.mattsbarrels.com, call or text
(734) 474-5981. Located in Willis.  os/04

FENCE BOARDS 2 x 6 and 2 x 8,

07/09

reasonable. (734) 461-1414 HAY,
round bails (708) 646-7595 06/04
LARGE WOOD DESK with
matching  bookcase. $350 OBO

(734) 697-9369

05/21

“Baseball is 90% mental, the other half
is physical.”
—Yogi Berra

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE:

All real estate advertising in this newspaper is subject to
the Fair Housing Act which makes it illegal to advertise
"any preference, limitation or discrimination based on race,
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national
origin, or an intention, to make any such preference,
limitation or discrimination." Familial status includes
children under the age of 18 living with parents or legal
custodians, pregnant women and people securing custody
of children under 18.

This newspaper will not knowingly accept any
advertising for real estate which is in violation of the
law. Our readers are hereby informed that all dwellings

advertised in this newspaper are available on
an equal opportunity basis. To complain of
discrimination call HUD toll-free at 1-800-

669-9777. The toll-free telephone number
for the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Notice to Advertisers:

The Belleville-Area Independent will not be liable for
failure to publish an ad as requested or for more than
one incorrect insertion of an advertisement. In the event
of any error or omission in printing or publication of an
advertisement, you must notify us within five days of
publication or on the date of insertion, if an ad is scheduled
as part of a package, so there is time to correct subsequent
publications. The Independent’s liability shall be limited
toan adjustment for the cost of the space occupied by the
error with a maximum liability being cancellation of the
cost of the first incorrect advertisement or republication
of the corrected advertisement. Under no circumstances
shall the Independent be liable for consequential damages
of any kind.

Notice to Advertisers —
private gun sales:

It is the responsibility of both the classified seller and buyer
to ensure they understand all laws applicable to private
gun sales in Michigan. The Belleville-Area Independent
is not responsible for the legal compliance of classified
buyers and sellers.
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VBT planners OK preliminary site plan for substation, 4-2

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

The May 13 meeting of the Van Buren
Township planning commission was a
raucous affair that lasted seven hours, but
decisions were made.

One observer commented this must have
been the longest planning commission
meeting ever for the township.

After two hours of public comment by
33 speakers, the commission voted 2 ayes
and 4 nays on a motion to deny approval of
the preliminary site plan for the DTE/ITC
high-voltage substation/switching station
to service the new data center planned

INDEPENDENT
CLASSIFIED ADS

SERVICES

A&L SERVICES
Home Improvement &
Handyman Service
Painting, Drywall, Carpentry,
Electrical, Plumbing,
Ceramic Tile, Kitchens & Bath.
Serving Belleville Since
1995. Call Aaron Schuliz
@ 734-740-0628

BEYOND HOME

IMPROVEMENT

Kitchens — Baths — Decks
Plumbing — Concrete
Doors — Windows — Siding
Gutters — Basements
Drywall - Painting — Hauling
Senior & Veteran Discounts
Call Pete — (734) 636-3741

RANDY’S HANDYMAN SERVICE.
Specializing in walk-in showers, power
washing, painting, mobile homes & other
home repairs. (734) 306-8909
DEPENDABLE LAWN  SERVICE.
Commercial & residential lawn cutting,
aerating, mulch, shrub trimming,
spring & storm clean-up. De-thatching,
sod & seeding. (734) 587-2410 or
(734) 693-4712 09724
INTERIOR / EXTERIOR
MAINTENANCE. Painting, roof leaks,
cleaning & gutter repairs, landscape
maintenance, and power  washing.
(734) 796-3628 05/21

05/14

A-1 QUALITY MOBILE HOME
SERVICE. Licensed over 50 yrs. Seniors,
Veterans, 1% Responders & Educators
10% off. (734) 397-2615 1231

north of the I-94 North Service Drive and
east of Haggerty Road.

This request for preliminary site plan
approval had been postponed at the last
meeting for more information.

The May 13 motion to deny failed.
The motion to deny was brought by
commissioner Jackson Pahle and seconded
by Bernie Grant, who both have opposed
the data center from the start.

A second motion, made by commission
vice-chairman Jeff Jahr to approve the
preliminary site plan was met by screams
from the crowd so loud that the vote could
not be heard and chairman Brian Cullin
adjourned the meeting for ten minutes at
10:15 p.m.

When the commission went back into
session, Cullin threatened to remove
anyone from the meeting who interfered.
Police officers had been on hand all
evening.

The motion, with a caveat that there
would be no eminent domain action or
eviction for the ITC lines to reach the
substation, passed 4-2, with yes votes
by Jahr, Cullin, Medina Atchinson, and
township board treasurer/board liaison
Sharry Budd.. Commissioner Peter Creal

was absent from the meeting.

For the first time in recent memory, the
township attorney sat at the commission
table.

Battery Energy Storage System

It took an hour and 37 minutes for the
hostile crowd to give their public comments
during a public hearing on a special land
use request for a Battery Energy Storage
System on 22.27 acres near the corner of
Bemis and Rawsonville roads.

Agenda items calling for approval for
the project, as well as preliminary site plan
approval, were postponed to an upcoming
meeting. This was just after midnight, after
37 more minutes of public comment and
a complaint that the chairman shut down
public comment.

DeBucks Agritourism

After a two-minute public hearing, with
no negative comments, the requests by
DeBuck Brothers Investments was handled
immediately. Their requests had been
moved to the top of the business agenda so
the family wouldn’t have to sit through all
the other business, but it took two hours to
get to that point.

The commission voted to send to the
township a recommendation for approval

Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN
ORDINANCE 04-07-26(1) & ORDINANCE 04-07-26(2)
NOTICE OF ADOPTION

Notice is hereby given that on Tuesday, May 5, 2026 at the regular meeting of
the Charter Township of Van Buren Board of Trustees, the second reading of
the following proposed amendment to the Van Buren Township Zoning
Ordinance 5-2-17(2) was approved and is hereby adopted:

Ordinance 04-07-26(1): Zoning Text Amendment for Cul-De-Sac
Length

Arficle 6 Section 6.111(C) pertaining to Cul-de-sac length within
site condominium developments. The proposed amendment will
reduce the maximum permissible length of cul-de-sacs from 1,200
feet to 600 feet to align with Chapter 78 provisions and support
efficient emergency response access.

Ordinance 04-07-26(2): Zoning Text Amendment for Car Wash
Regulations

Arficle 5: Development Standards for Specific Uses. Regulations
include specifications on separation distance required between
car washes, a limitation on the number of car washes permitted
within a defined areaq, environmental impact study submittal as it
relates to runoff generated from car washes, access from major
throughfares, maximum impervious surface permitted, and traffic
impact studies to be completed by the Township Engineer.

A true copy of the proposed Ordinance may be viewed and inspected at the
office of the Township Clerk located at 46425 Tyler Road, Van Buren Township,
Michigan during recent business hours, Monday through Thursday, 7:00 a.m.
to 5:00 p.m. The adopted Zoning Ordinance amendment will be effective
seven (7) days after the date of publication.

Adopted: May 5, 2026
Published: May 21, 2026
Effective: May 29, 2026

of special land use for its pre-existing
agritourism use. They also voted to
approve preliminary and final site plans for
agritourism at 50240 Martz Rd.
Planet Oil

A request by applicant Bill Chami on
behalf of Zachary Rowley to amend the
approved site plan at 10645 Belleville Rd.
reached the commission table at 12:13
a.m. After finding the changes did not
comply with the ordinance, the project was
postponed. The township and applicant
will work out the details before coming
back to the commission for approval.

Hotel Height Ordinance discussion

A discussion on an ordinance amendment
to raise the height allowed for hotels was
moved to a later meeting because it was
12:30 a.m.
Participants

Many of those protesting and coming
up to the microphone to speak several
times were from other locations than
Van Buren Township, including Detroit,
Oakland County, Milan, York Township,
Augusta Woods, Sumpter Township (with
a scarf over her face and sunglasses), and
an announced “transgender” from Wayne
County. The woman from York Township
offered t-shirts for $20 each that read
“Recall the Board.”

Missoula Children’s
Theatre to hold
auditions on July 20

Auditions for the Missoula Children’s Theatre
2026 production of “Rapunzel” will be held from
1 to 5 p.m. Monday, July 20, at the McBride
Middle School cafeteria, 47097 McBride Ave.,
Van Buren Township.

Missoula’s visit to the Belleville area in 2026 is
sponsored by the Belleville Area Council for the
Arts and a grant from Wayne County. There is no
cost to the children taking part or their families.

Roles are available for students entering first
grade through 12 grade.

Students wishing to audition must arrive by
the scheduled starting time and stay for the
entire two-hour session.

The first rehearsal begins approximately
15-minutes after the audition ends

No advance preparation is necessary, but
a smile never hurts. Students should just be
ready to come and have a good time. A detailed
rehearsal schedule will be distributed at the
conclusion of the audition.

Rehearsals will be during the day, every day of
the week of July 20-25, and two performances
will be done -- at 3 and 5 p.m. on Saturday, July
25.

Those interested in taking part are invited to
email BACA/Missoula at cvangelde@comcast.
net and they will be put on a reminder list with
the reminder email to be sent out the first of July.

The Missoula Children’s Theatre is a non-profit
organization based in Missoula, Montana.

Holiday Inn Express Hotel and Suites is
providing housing for the two Missoula directors
for the week and the Belleville Area Council for
the Arts thanks the hotel for its help.

BACA also thanks Van Buren Public Schools
for providing the McBride school facilities for
the event and Meijer for its financial donation.
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Library board decides to let city hall settle in before review of contract

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

At the May 12 meeting of the Belleville Area
District Library Board, member John Juriga
voiced his concerns again about whether the
parking lot contract with the city needs to be
changed since the city moved in across the
parking lot from the library.

He passed around the Sept. 3, 2020
Independent that had a big, front-page picture
he had taken of the pipes for water retention
in place before the area was paved. The pipes,
now buried, are to filter the water drained from
the surface before it goes into Belleville Lake.

He said there is 440,000 gallons of water under
the 91-space parking lot in those pipes and if
they ever needed to be repaired, he wanted the
city to share in the cost. He said administrations
change over the years and he would like how
much the city would pay in writing.

Board chairperson Sharon Peters said the

contract with the city is in writing, but not
every little thing is mentioned. If there is repair
needed to the parking lot, then the 59% library
share and 41% city share kick in.

She said when the library was built, this site
was Fourth Street and a city parking lot. The
library struck a deal of collaboration with the
city for a shared parking lot. They noted no one
ever thought the city would move in at the other
side of the parking lot.

“I’d like the city to take ownership,” Juriga
insisted.

Board member Joy Cichewicz said that
sometimes you can go down a rabbit hole when
you start changing things.

“I’ve been on commissions 22 years and I
know how the city works,” Juriga said. “I’'m
thinking of the future. We may be dead by the
time it’s a problem.”

“The majority of the use is by the library,”
Cichewicz said. “Let’s let the city settle in for

a while.”

The rest of the board agreed to hold off on
discussions with the city and Juriga pulled back
on his issues for now.

In other business in the hour-long meeting,
the board:

* Agreed the annual budget hearing would be
at the next meeting on June 9;

* Approved a motion to change the official
email address set in 2015 for the Freedom of
Information Act requests, taking it out of gmail.
The new address is foiarequest@belleville.lib.
mi.us ;

* Heard library director Mary Jo Suchy say
she wanted to brag about her staff. She said
circulation department head Lindsay Lore just
completed her Master’s Degree in Library and
Information Science at Wayne State University.
Also shelver Ross O’Brien just completed his
undergraduate degree.

¢ Learned the library is hosting a temporary

summer employee through the Michigan
Rehabilitation Services Division of the
Michigan Department of Labor and Economic
Opportunity. The program is designed to assist
high schoolers and graduating seniors who
need extra help in obtaining job skills;

¢ Was informed the library is rolling out
LibConnect in May and June, where patrons
will receive targeted emails, online newsletters,
and information about the library’s events;

* Heard Suchy announce that class visits to
the library are in full swing. She gave kudos
to the youth services librarians for providing
engaging, informative, and entertaining field
trips to local students; and

* Heard Cichewicz report that she found out
how one of her bee hives failed over the winter.
She said a mouse got in the comb and ate up all
the honey and the bees. When asked how she
knew, she said she saw mouse droppings and
did an autopsy on a mouse.

City of Belleville Public Notice

JOB POSTING

SEASONAL CEMETERY WORKER

Job description

Salary: $20.00

Location: Belleville, Ml

Job Type: Part-Time Regular

Department: Department of Public Works
Division: Cemetery

Opening Date: 5/4/26

General Description

This position provides operational and maintenance supportto the City's
cemeteries; and provides responsive, courteous, and efficient customer
service in support of departmental operations.

Note: This is a part-time, 30 hours per week position.

Essential Functions: The following duties are normal for this position.
These are not to be construed as exclusive or all-inclusive. To perform
this job successfully, an individual must be able to perform each duty
satisfactorily.

1. Performs routine grounds maintenance including lawn mowing,
weed whipping, grave repair, lawn repair, maintaining landscape,
pruning trees and shrubs and trash removal.

. Assist with funeral preparations.

. Mixes cement and install burial markers.

. Assists with digging foundations.

5. Otherduties as assigned.

A OWN

Required Minimum Qualifications/Desirable Qualifications

e High School Diploma or GED equivalent.

e State of Michigan driver’s license with acceptable driving record.

e Basic proficiency with office computers and related software.

e Previous experience with ground’s maintenance or light
equipment operation preferred.

Supplemental Information

PHYSICAL AND WORK ENVIROMENT
The physical and work environment characteristics described in this

description are representative of those an employee encounters while
performing the essential functions of this job. Reasonable
accommodation may be made to enable individuals with disabilities to
perform the essential functions or as otherwise required by law.
Requests for reasonable accommodation should be submitted to the
Human Resources Department.

e This work requires occasional exertion of up to 75 pounds of
force; work regularly requires sitting, frequently requires
standing, speaking or hearing, repetitive motions and
occasionally requires walking, stooping, kneeling, crouching or
crawling and reaching with hands and arms.

¢ Work has standard vision requirements.

e Vocal communication is required for expressing or exchanging
ideas by means of spoken words.

e Hearing is required to perceive information at normal spoken
word levels.

e Work requires preparing and analyzing written or computer data
and observing general surroundings and activities.

e Workis performed in city buildings and outside.

e Exposure includes working around moving mechanical parts.

e Workers are exposed to seasonal extreme, outside weather
conditions.

Examination Information:

Oral Evaluation of Qualifications: To evaluate technical knowledge,
decision-making/problem  solving skills, employment history,
communication skills, and other factors related to successful
performance in this position. Note: The above examination information
may be modified for this or future postings.

Application Process:
Please complete an on-line application, available on the City's website
at bellevilleonthelake.com and is open until filled.

We value diversity, equity and inclusion as a foundation for
innovation and seek candidates who represent a variety of
backgrounds and perspectives.

Published: May 14, 2026, May 21, 2026
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Report: North Liberty
Street work should be all
done by this Friday

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor
Interim city manager Steve Jones told the
Belleville City Council on Monday that
all the milling is done on North Liberty
Street and the asphalt paving will start by

Wednesday, May 20.

He said all the road work is expected to
be done by Friday, May 22, except for the
striping which will come at a later date
when the stripers are available.

This is the final stage of the replacement
of underground utility mains in the street.

Jones also said the Horizon Park bank
stabilization project is out for bids, which
are due June 9. The work will begin Sept. 1
and last through February, he said.

City of Belleville Public Notice

CITY OF BELLEVILLE REGULAR CITY
COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Monday, May 4, 2026 - 6:30 pm
1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF

SILENCE

2. ROLL CALL

Mayor Voigt Present

Mayor Pro-Tem Bates Present
Council Member Kissel Present
Council Member Beebe Absent - Excused
Council Member Priest Present

3. PRESENTATIONS & CITIZENS COMMENTS
* Presentations
i. Third Circuit Court of Michigan
1. Presentation given by Judge Charise Anderson
regarding functions of the court, and community
engagement.
* Citizen Comments
i. Jennifer Camilleri
1. Veterans will be handing out poppies on Main
St. this weekend.
4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
MOTION: Motion by Priest, supported by Bates to
approve the agenda as presented, with the removal of
“non-agenda” from the Item 3 heading.
Motion Carried.
5. CONSENT AGENDA
The Consent Agenda groups routine meeting
discussion points into a single agenda item. In so
doing, the grouped items can be approved in one
action, rather than through the filing of multiple
motions.
* Approval of Minutes
i. April 20, 2026 — Regular Meeting Minutes
* Budget report
i. None.
e Communications
i. None.
* Council Follow-up list
i. As of April 30, 2026
* Police Stats
i. None.
* Fire Stats
i. None.
* DPW Report
i. None.
* Special Events
i. Lake Fest 2026
MOTION: Motion by Bates, supported by Kissel to
approve the consent agenda as presented.
Motion Carried.
6. PUBLIC HEARINGS
a. None.
7. INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES
* None.
8. GENERAL BUSINESS DISCUSSION
a. Resolution # 26-025 — Acceptance of Donated
Memorial Sculpture “Harper’s Wings”
MOTION: Motion by Priest, supported by Kissel to
approve Resolution # 26-025, as presented.
Motion Carried.
b. Resolution # 26-026 — Authorization to Sign
Closing Documents for Savage Rd. Property Sale
MOTION: Motion by Kissel, supported by Priest to
approve Resolution # 26-026, as presented.
Motion Carried.
ROLL CALL VOTE:

Council Member Priest ~ Aye
Council Member Kissel — Aye
Mayor Pro-Tem Bates Aye
Mayor Voigt Aye

Motion Carried.
c. Departmental Budget Presentations
a. Department Heads Faull, Johnson, and Papin

provided their fiscal year 2026-27 budget projections
to the Council.
9. ACCOUNTS PAYABLE
DEPARTMENTAL EXPENDITURES
* Accounts Payable
* Departmental Expenditures
MOTION: Motion by Kissel, supported by Bates
to approve Accounts Payable and Departmental
Expenditures in excess of $2,500, as presented.
ROLL CALL VOTE:

AND

Council Member Priest  Aye
Council Member Kissel — Aye
Mayor Pro-Tem Bates Aye
Mayor Voigt Aye

Motion Carried.
10. INTERIM CITY MANAGER COMMENTS

* Thank you to the attendees of tonight’s meeting.

* Reminder to watch for children and motorcycles as
we move further into the Spring season.

* The restrooms at Victory Park have been opened
for the year, with the city’s other public restrooms to
follow shortly.

* The paving and water main project on N. Liberty
St. is coming along well.

* The Horizon Park project is expected to go out for
bid sometime this week.

11. CITY COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS
a. Council Member Beebe
i. None — Absent.
b. Mayor Pro-Tem Bates
i. Thank you to the department heads for their
budgetary presentations.

ii. Thank you to Dinara Strikis for representing Lake
Fest at the meeting.

iii. Excited about a possible partnership with the
Friends of Michigan Animal Rescue (FMAR).

iv. Happy Anniversary to Mr. Bates, as it is their 16th
wedding anniversary next Friday.

c. Council Member Kissel

i. The Planning Commission is slated to meet next
Thursday.

ii. Enjoyed the presentation from the 3rd Circuit
Court.

iii. The dedication of the “Harper’s Wings”
monument will take place next Tuesday.
d. Council Member Priest
i. Thank you to the department heads for their
budgetary presentations.

ii. Happy to hear that the Ordinance Officer position
has been re-instated.

iii. Asked if the grass behind the bathrooms at Village
Park could be reseeded, as it is currently torn up.

iv. The planters on each end of Liberty St. are rotting;
asked if they could be addressed.

12. Mayor’s Comments

e Thank you to everyone who attended and/or
participated in the Mayor’s Ball; it was a great time
for a great cause.

* Thank you to the department heads for their work
on their budgets.

13. CITIZENS’ COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA
ITEMS
e. None.
14. ACTION ITEMS FOR THE NEXT
REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEEING
* None.
15. ADJOURNMENT
MOTION: Motion by Bates, supported by Kissel to
adjourn at 7:35 PM.
No objections were noted.
Motion Carried.
Respectfully submitted by,
Briana Papin, City Clerk/Treasurer
Published: May 21, 2026

The art pieces in place in Horizon Park
will be removed and stored, along with
benches and tables. He said the rose arbor
may not survive and could be repaired in
the spring.

He said the park is being cleared because
the space is needed for the large equipment
to be used to stabilize the bank.

There were two members of the council
absent from Monday’s meeting, mayor
Ken Voigt and mayor pro-tem Kelly Bates.

Presiding was councilman Randy Priest.
Also present were councilmembers Julie
Kissel and Jeremiah Beebe.

In other business at the 20-minute
meeting, the council:

* Heard public safety director Kris Faull
report that fire fighter Alex Kingsley
has successfully completed classes in the
fire academy and now is a full member of
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the fire crew. She also reported that Ray
Martin has successfully completed his
EMT test and now is a certified EMT. He
finished his fire classes last year;

e Passed a resolution approving the
Courts and Law Enforcement Management
Information System (CLEMIS) Authority
Public Agency Main Services Agreement;
and

* Authorized transferring delinquent
water bills to the Summer 2026 tax roll.

READ THE

NEWSPAPER ONLINE!
The Belleville-Area

Independent Website
is Online! Visit us @

belIeviIIeareaindependent.conL

City of Belleville Public Notice

POLICE VEHICLE AUCTION

NOTICE IS

be held:
2011 FORD EDGE

PUBLISH: MAY 21, 2026

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE

HEREBY GIVEN BY THE UNDERSIGNED THAT ON
WEDNESDAY, MAY 27,2026 at 10AM, at J&T Towing, 287 Industrial Park Drive,
Belleville, County of Wayne, Michigan, a public sale of the following vehicle(s) will

VIN: 2FMDK2GC9BBA 05238

BELLEVILLE POLICE DEPARTMENT
6 MAIN STREET
BELLEVILLE, MICHIGAN 48111

BY KRISTY DOE
BELLEVILLE POLICE DEPARTMENT
RECORDS CLERK

MEETING

Briana Hootman
City Clerk

Publish: May 21, 2025

City of Belleville
CITY COUNCIL SPECIAL

PRESENTATION OF THE
PROPOSED BUDGET
FISCAL YEAR 26/27

Notice is hereby given that the Belleville City
Council will hold a special meeting on Tuesday
May 26, 2026 at 6:00 P.M., in the City Council

Chambers of Belleville City Hall
330 Charles St., Belleville, Ml 48111
for the purpose of presenting the proposed
budget for fiscal year 26-27 to the City Council.
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Van Buren Township
Police Dispatch Log

There were 316 dispatch calls reported by Van Buren
Township police this week including the following.
Sunday, May 10:

0150 — intrusion alarm, Haggerty Rd.
0402 — traffic offense, Denton/Mott
0434 — disorderly, Wildrye Ct.
0526 — assist other dept., North fishing site LHLH
0633 — welfare check, Parkwood Dr.
0933 — assist fire dept., Assembly St.
0939 — civil matter, Ecorse Rd.
1024 — civil matter, Habour Pointe Ct.
1021 — vehicle lockout, Belleville Rd.
1025 — mental subject, Sadie Ln.
1049 — disorderly, Belleville Rd.
1053 — disorderly, Belleville Rd.
1124 — assist other dept., Bemis Rd./Bak Rd.
1151 — civil matter, Holly Ln.
1154 — missing person, W. Huron River Dr.
1350 — assist citizen, Cobblestone Creek Dr.
1225 — vehicle lockout, Beck Rd.
1242 — trespassing, S. I-94 Service Dr.
1240 — PPO violation, Sumpter Rd.
1344 — domestic, Oak Ln.
1505 — property damage accident, Rawsonville Rd.
/ Presidential Dr.
1656 — intrusion alarm, Haggerty Rd.
1719 — weapons violation, Maple Dr./Birch Dr.
1749 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
America/Landmark
1835 — civil matter, W. Adams
1858 — civil matter, S. 1-94 Service Dr.
1956 — road hazard, Michigan Ave./Denton Rd.
2124 — civil matter, S. 1-94 Service Dr.
Monday, May 11:
0024 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Country Walk Blvd.
0041 — assault & battery, Brandi Dr.
0103 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Country Ln.
0133 — civil matter, E. Sadie Ln.
0317 — parking complaint, Lighthouse Dr.
0658 — intrusion alarm, Morton Taylor Rd.
0714 — parking complaint, Ecorse Rd./Haggerty
0843 — animal complaint, Michigan Ave.
0832 — motorist assist, Tyler Rd./Belleville Rd.
0849 — intrusion alarm, N. 1-94 Service Dr.
1042 — trespassing, Ecorse Rd.
1112 — unauthorized driving away of auto, Oak Ln.
1200 — assault & battery, Rawsonville Rd.
1230 — malicious destruction of property, Country
Ln.
1255 — domestic, Pinewood Ln.
XXXX — private property impound, Ecorse Rd.
1313 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Tyler Rd./Morton Taylor Rd.
1401 — welfare check, Hannan Rd.
1500 — family trouble, Fret Rd.
1525 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
America
1558 — threat, Denton Rd.
1605 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, Red
Oak Dr.
1659 — road hazard, Ecorse/I-275
1704 — mental subject, Holly Ln.
1715 — property damage accident, Hull Rd.
1831 — civil matter, Haggerty
1846 — trespassing, W. Huron River Dr.
1901 — suicidal person, S. I-94 Service Dr.
2032 — noise complaint, Ventura Dr./Peninsular
2132 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Belleville Rd.
2230 — welfare check, Belleville Rd./Ecorse Rd.
Tuesday, May 12:
0017 — 911 welfare check, Kirkridge Park Dr.
0027 — domestic, S. Ponderosa Trl.
0343 — assist other dept., Rawsonville Rd./W. Huron
River Dr.

1019 — 911 welfare check, Riggs Rd.

1132 — ordinance violation — all 7300 MICR codes,
Chinkapin Dr.

1340 — larceny, Holly Ln.

1405 — ordinance violation — all 7300 MICR codes,
Briarcliff Dr.

1436 — fraud, Renton Rd.

1506 — animal complaint, Richmond Dr.

1538 — assault & battery, Michigan Ave./Denton

1551 — property damage accident, Belleville Rd.

XXXX — private property impound, Denton Rd.

1817 — private property/property damage accident,
Belleville Rd.
1906 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Chinkapin Dr.
1932 — disorderly, Park Estates Dr.
2029 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Ashbury Dr.
2059 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Brookside Dr.
2120 - road hazard, Michigan Ave./Denton Rd.
Wednesday, May 13:
0104 — abandoned auto, W. I-94/Rawsonville 1-94
ramp E.
0952 — animal complaint, Maude Ct.
1018 — civil matter, Marina Dr.
1014 — ordinance violation — all 7300 MICR codes,
Belleville Rd.
1044 — domestic, S. I-94 Service Dr.
1142 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Sumpter Rd.
1347 — assist citizen, Sumpter Rd./Hull Rd.
1420 — domestic, Country Ln.
1450 — intrusion alarm, Briarcliff Dr.
XXXX — assist other dept., S. I-94 Service Dr.
XXXX — repossession, Ecorse Rd.
1600 — welfare check, Westlake Cir.
1624 — warrant arrest, Country Ln.
1859 — larceny from auto, N. I-94 Service Dr.
1801 — leaving the scene of a property damage
accident, Van Buren Ct./Van Buren St.
1837 — suicidal person, Sandalwood
XXxx — intrusion alarm, Country Walk Blvd.
xxxx — welfare check, N. Woodbury Dr.
XXXX — intrusion alarm, Belleville Rd.
1911 — welfare check, Oak Ln.
2111 — family trouble, Rolan Meadows Dr.
2108 — motorist assist, Belleville Rd./Ecorse Rd.
Thursday, May 14:
0030 — welfare check, Belleville Rd.
0052 — 911 welfare check, Anna Dr.
XXXX — repossession, Denton Rd.
0326 — noise complaint, Parkwood Dr.
0740 — intrusion alarm, Belleville Rd.
XXXX — repossession, Denton Rd.
0750 — juvenile complaint, Tyler Rd.
0819 — domestic, Sunrise Ln.
1037 — prisoner transport, S. Wayne Rd.
0927 — harassment call, Haggerty Rd.
0940 — ordinance violation — all 7300 MICR codes,
Belleville Rd.
1006 — welfare check, Meadows Cir.
1032 — motorist assist, Haggerty Rd./Van Born
1117 — fraud, Jeremy Rd.
1118 — welfare check, Sumpter Rd./Chaney Ave.
XXXX — private property impound, Denton Rd.
1150 — private property impound, Denton Rd.
1150 — property damage accident, Belleville Rd. /
Van Born Rd.
1234 — shooting, Victoria St.
XXXX — private property impound, Denton Rd.
1244 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Riggs Rd. / Martinsville Rd.
1329 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Belleville Rd.
XXXX — private property impound, Denton Rd.
1424 — assist citizen, Cobblestone Creek Dr.
XXXX — private property impound, Denton Rd.
1446 — motorist assist, Auto Zone
1515 — private property impound, Denton Rd.
1548 — private property impound, Denton Rd.
1604 — family trouble, Pebblebrook Dr.
1646 — leaving the scene of a property damage
accident, N. 1-94 Service Dr.
1827 — misc. complaint, Belleville Rd.
1852 — welfare check, E. Adams
1927 — property damage accident, Anna Dr.
1941 — disorderly, Belleville Rd.
2014 — property check, N. I-94 Service Dr.
2028 — larceny, Ironwood Dr.
2114 — welfare check, Westlake Cir.
2136 — assist fire dept., Assembly St.
XXXX — repossession, Hardwood Dr.
Friday, May 15:
0213 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, Oak
Ln.
0234 — animal complaint, Buchanan St.
0249 — suicidal person, Maple Dr.
0443 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Country Ln.
XXXX — repossession, S. I-94 Service Dr.
XXxX — intrusion alarm, Belleville Rd.
0736 — 911 welfare check, Hanover Dr.
0825 — larceny, S. Bellridge Dr.
1012 — larceny, W. Archwood Dr.

1047 — intrusion alarm, Parkwood Dr.
1057 — fraud, Kirkridge Park Dr.
XXXX — private property impound, Denton Rd.
XXXX — private property impound, Denton Rd.
XXXX — private property impound, Denton Rd.
1429 — juvenile complaint, Belleville Rd.
1433 — malicious destruction of property, Belleville
Rd. / N. I-94 Service Dr.
1525 — animal complaint, Hickory Woods
1611 — fraud, Belleville Rd.
XXXX — private property impound, Belleville Rd.
1722 — property damage accident, Savage Rd. /
Pond Ridge Ln.
1738 — ordinance violation — all 7300 MICR codes,
Borgman Ave.
1950 - civil matter, Wildflower Ct.
2135 — welfare check, Quirk Rd.
2140 - 911 welfare check, Savage Rd.
2143 — harassment call, Tyler Rd.
2310 — welfare check, Ladonna Ln.
2326 — background investigation, Tyler Rd.
2336 — family trouble, Tavistock Dr.
Saturday, May 16:
0053 — property damage accident, EB 1-94 /
Rawsonville Rd.
0147 — shooting, Oak Ln./N. I-94 Service Dr.
0641 — assist fire dept., Sadie Ln.
0724 — malicious destruction of property, Belleville
Rd.
0735 — intrusion alarm, Tyler Rd.
0959 — intrusion alarm, Rawsonville Rd.
1011 — motorist assist, Rawsonville Rd.
XXxX — repossession, Hardwood Dr.
xxxx — repossession, N. [-94 Service Dr.
1145 — neighbor trouble, Parkside Dr.
1157 — disorderly, Belleville Rd.
1149 — unattended death, W. Archwood Dr.
1202 — motorist assist, Belleville Rd.
1256 — personal injury accident, EB 1-94/
Rawsonville Rd.
1501 — intrusion alarm, Ironwood Dr.
1546 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Ecorse Rd.
1551 — abandoned auto, Old Michigan Rd.
1559 — domestic, Liberty Ln.
1642 — property damage accident, Belleville Rd.
1654 — civil matter, Locust Dr.
1948 — noise complaint, Robson Rd.
2017 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Belleville Rd.
2008 — motorist assist, Belleville/Liberty
2025 — warrant arrest, Tyler Rd.
2100 - road hazard, Haggerty/I-94
2205 — 911 welfare check, Tallgrass Ct.
2214 — sexual assault, Park Estates Dr.
2140 — harassment call, Belleville Rd.
2214 — noise complaint, Rawsonville Rd8
Also, on this log are 118 traffic stops, 18 of which are
on the I-94 and I-275 freeways.

Belleville Police
Dispatch Log

Sunday, May 10:
0936 — malicious destruction of property, Anaheim
1225 — found property/child, N. Liberty St./ E.
Huron River Dr.
1250 — assist fire dept. Angola St.
1516 — assist fire dept., S. Edgemont Ave.
1908 — property damage accident, E. Huron River
Dr. / N. Liberty St.
1925 — welfare check, Denton Rd./Belleville Rd.
1938 — disorderly, Santa Clara St.
2114 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Belle Villa Blvd.
2319 — intrusion alarm, E. Columbia Ave.
Monday, May 11:
0614 — juvenile complaint, Owen St.
0755 — intrusion alarm, Henry St.
0904 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Main St.
0946 — juvenile complaint, Sumpter Rd./Owen St.
1239 — personal injury accident, South St.
2022 - 911 welfare check, Henry St.
Tuesday, May 12:
0900 — juvenile complaint, W. Columbia Ave.
0901 — juvenile complaint, W. Columbia Ave.
0901 — juvenile complaint, W. Columbia Ave.
0902 — juvenile complaint, W. Columbia Ave.
0902 — juvenile complaint, W. Columbia Ave.
1214 — parking complaint, W. Columbia Av e.
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XXxX — assist fire dept., Belle Villa Blvd.

1327 — assist fire dept., W. Columbia Ave.

1344 — follow up by officer, Santa Clara St.

1757 — property damage accident, W. Columbia

Ave. / South St.
Wednesday, May 13:

0006 — repossession, Carmell St.

0846 — juvenile complaint, W. Columbia Ave.

0846 — juvenile complaint, W. Columbia Ave.

0846 — juvenile complaint, W. Columbia Ave.

0846 — juvenile complaint, W. Columbia Ave.

0846 — juvenile complaint, W. Columbia Ave.

0846 — juvenile complaint, W. Columbia Ave.

1937 — domestic, N. Aberdeen Ct.

2059 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, E.
Huron River Dr./S. Biggs Ave.
Thursday, May 14:

0004 — assist fire dept., N. Liberty St./Main St.

0747 — assist fire dept., Owen St.

0917 — vehicle lockout, South St.

0942 — intrusion alarm, Main St.

0959 — intrusion alarm, E. Huron River Dr.

1604 — juvenile complaint, W. Columbia Ave.

1834 — assist fire dept., N. Liberty St.

2001 — domestic, N. Aberdeen Ct.

2033 — property damage accident, Third/Main

2106 — harassment call, Light Tower Ct.

2308 — assist fire dept., Carmell St.
Friday, May 15:

0623 — fight, Main St.

0730 — fight, W. Columbia Ave.

0934 — assist fire dept., W. Columbia Ave.

1144 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, S.
Edgemont Ave.

1251 — missing person, Carmell St.

1448 — breaking & entering, Carmell St.

1526 — larceny, Henry St.

1846 — fraud, Main St.

2154 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, W.
Columbia Ave.

2305 — fraud, Wexford Ave.
Saturday, May 16:

1035 — civil matter, Charles St.

XXXX — repossession, Carmell St.

1200 — property damage accident, Main St./Third

1557 — animal complaint, W. Columbia Ave.
There are 83 reports on this week’s log, 25 of which
are traffic stops.

Sumpter Township
Police Dispatch Log

Sunday, May 10:
0641 — suspicious circumstance, Oakville Waltz Rd.
/ Haggerty Rd.
0907 — civil matter, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
1108 — death investigation, 43000 bl. Harris
1344 — juvenile matter, 19000 bl. Martinsville
1455 — fire dept. assist, 40000 bl. Harris Rd.
1700 — 911 hangup, Delaware St./Maine St.
1731 — suspicious person, 24000 bl. Sumpter
2023 — 911 hangup, Birch Dr.
2048 — alarm, 39000 bl. Willis Rd.
2136 — juvenile matter, Ohio St.
2217 — fire dept. assist, Mulberry Dr.
2356 — noise complaint, 45000 bl. Harris Rd.
Monday, May 11:
0030 — family trouble, Stonecrest Dr.
0135 — welfare check, Magnolia Dr.
1031 — neighbor dispute, 18000 bl. Elwell Rd.
1039 — fire dept. assist, 8500 bl. Rawsonville
1046 — fire dept. assist, Mulberry Dr.
1208 — property damage accident, 20000 bl
Sumpter Rd.
1244 — animal complaint, Harris/Martinsville
1307 — disorderly person, Iowa St.
1332 — death investigation, 19000 bl. Martinsville
Rd.
1434 — civil matter, Birch Dr.
1503 — personal injury accident, 17000 bl.
Martinsville Rd.
1546 — civil matter, 40000 bl. Willis Rd.
1726 — family trouble, Utah St.
1742 — suspicious vehicle, 10000 bl. Rawsonville
Rd.
1753 — follow-up investigation, Birch Dr.
1822 —follow-up investigation, 8900 bl. Rawsonville
Rd.
1924 — suspicious vehicle, 20000 bl. Sumpter
2002 — civil matter, Birch Dr.

(Continued on page 19)
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“Serving the Belleville and Van Buren community for
over 20 years with quality and caring service.”

CROWNS ¢ ROOT CANALS « EXTRACTIONS < FILLINGS
WHITENING » BONDING « DENTURES (SOFT & FLEXIBLE)

o [HEALTHY KIDS DENTAL| & /4~
Affordable Prices! Accepting Blue Cross Complete, ——‘_\J
SENIOR & MILITARY Molina, WeIIcare, Meridian &

SAME DAY DENTURE REPAIRS 734-697-5477

Immediate Dentures and 781 Sumpter Rd. Belleville
Flippers Available.

' COMPLETE bEﬁerﬁs'a}'§"g'gbﬁ wiNEW PATIENT gg o !
I — ! X [ !
meya prawe pmal 9990 - [ SECTATENT SAG99

1 PER ARCH — WITH COUPON

(IN BELLE PLAZA)

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

(34) 7 53_5800 wWW.TNTTREE.com

[Emergency/(i734)[915:6899
o 24-Hour Emergency Service ® Tree Removal ® Trimming
o Lot Clearing ® Pruning & Thinning ® Stump Grinding
® Root Grinding ® Brush Removal

OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

~N,

| \|
s (10% OFF
We Work with Insurance | !
Companies. I ON ANY TREE REMOVAL OVER $300 |
Free Estimates | With this coupon I
A . | Must present coupon at time of estimate. }
\ Senior Discounts S >

IS YOUR BUSINESS P~ 2
A TARGET
o BURGLARS P mpspcnes

134-69/7-2888

Get SERIOUS about your Security!
WE CAN PROVIDE A REAL SOLUTION
for BOTH your Business & Home...

* Remote Control-View-Playback
* Email / Smartphone Alerts

* PC / Mac Support

* No monthly fees

$1500

Includes:

¢ Installation
¢ 4) HD Cameras (bullet or dome)
* 19" Monitor
« DVR (2TB)

Actual hardware may vary.

innovative

COMPUTERS

Full-Service IT * Networks ¢ Cameras

&)
“ A veteran-owned company, supporting Michigan businesses since 1995.
Serving Metro Detroit to Lansing * InnovativeComputers.net

Sumpter Township
Police Dispatch Log

(continued from page 18)

2130 — alarm, 21000 bl. Martinsville Rd.
2231 — juvenile matter, Rustic Ln.
2330 — follow-up investigation, 43000 bl. Judd Rd.
2357 — welfare check, Rustic Ln.
Tuesday, May 12:
0212 — traffic complaint/hazard, Magnolia Dr.
0355 — family trouble, Willow/Rawsonville
0837 — welfare check, Magnolia Dr.
1017 — suspicious circumstance, Arizona St.
1032 — fire dept. assist, 28000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
2213 — citizen assist, 44000 bl. Bemis Rd.
2355 — assist other agency, out of township
Wednesday, May 13:
0256 — civil matter, Texas St.
0617 — assist other agency, Third St.
0843 — felony warrant arrest, Willis Rd. /
Rawsonville Rd.
1031 — 911 hangup, 44000 bl. Willis Rd.
1340 — disorder person, 10000 bl. Rawsonville
1418 — suspicious circumstance, 20000 bl. Sumpter
Rd.
1545 — 911 hangup, 28000 bl. Clark Rd.
1547 — animal complaint, 21000 bl. Haggerty
1605 — fire dept. assist, Texas St.
1702 — civil matter, 21000 bl. Clark St.
1754 — suspicious circumstance, 20000 bl. Haggerty
Rd.
1843 — mental health call, 48000 bl. Willis Rd.
1851 — 911 hangup, Mulberry Dr.
1945 — fire dept. assist, Arizona St.
2002 — fire dept. assist, Rustic Ln.
2028 — welfare check, 44000 bl. Bemis Rd.
2052 — harassment complaint, 23000 bl. Elwell Rd.
2159 — traffic complaint/hazard, Rawsonville Rd.
/ Rustic Ln.
2237 — suspicious circumstance, 46000 bl. Judd Rd.
2240 — fire dept. assist, 48000 bl. Harris Rd.
2308 — suspicious circumstance, 46000 bl. Judd Rd.
2329 — suspicious circumstance, 46000 bl. Judd Rd.
Thursday, May 14:
0941 — juvenile matter, Sumpter/Willis
1046 — welfare check, Utah Ct.
1056 — civil matter, Willow/Haggerty
1217 — fire dept. assist, 39000 bl. Willis Rd.
1444 — animal complaint, Martinsville/Willis
1543 — suspicious vehicle, 17000 bl. Martinsville
Rd.
1628 — animal complaint, Sumpter/Willow
1630 — 911 hangup, Rawsonville/Arkona
1700 — suspicious circumstance, Rawsonville / Wear
1704 — fire dept. assist, Wayside Dr.
1836 — assist other agency, 22000 bl. Bohn
1942 — assist other agency, 43000 bl. Harris
1947 — 911 hangup, 43000 bl. Willis Rd.
2014 — 911 hangup, 21000 bl. Elwell Rd.
2241 — fire dept. assist, 17000 bl. Martinsville
Friday, May 15:
0714 — animal complaint, 45000 bl. Judd Rd.
0741 — traffic complaint/hazard, Oakville Waltz Rd.
/ Clark Rd.
0941 — 911 hangup, 21000 bl. Elwell Rd.
1257 — animal complaint, 45000 bl. Judd Rd.
1303 — welfare check, 19000 bl. Martinsville
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1429 — fire dept. assist, 9800 bl. Rawsonville
1444 — alarm, 50000 bl. Willow Rd.
1656 — mental health call, 40000 bl. Harris
1735 — fire dept. assist, 18000 bl. Elwell Rd.
1858 — ORV complaint, 46000 bl. Arkona
1915 — retail fraud, 46000 bl. Willis Rd.
1922 — assault, Utah St.
1932 — citizen assist, 44000 bl. Clay Rd.
1958 — assist other agency, 19000 bl. Martinsville
Rd.
2048 — suspicious vehicle, 20000 bl. Martinsville
Rd.
Saturday, May 16:
0129 — juvenile matter, 19000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
0152 — noise complaint, Creekside Dr.
0758 — fire dept. assist, 48000 bl. Wear Rd.
0947 — family trouble, Birch Dr.
1420 — 911 hangup, 50000 bl. Willis Rd.
1829 — ORV complaint, Clark Rd./Judd Rd.
1907 — suspicious circumstance, New Mexico
1921 — shots fired, 25000 bl. Carleton West
2144 — traffic complaint/hazard, 49000 bl. Willis
Rd.
2148 — suspicious vehicle, Elwell/Arkona
2224 - traffic complaint/hazard, 10000 bl.
Rawsonville Rd.
2235 — family trouble, 45000 bl. Harris Rd.
2355 — noise complaint, 44000 bl. Harris Rd.
2358 — 911 hangup, 25000 bl. Karr Rd.
0001 — family trouble, 51000 bl. Willis Rd.
Also on this week’s log were 148 patrol checks, 98
traffic stops and 11 misc. details.

Rawsonville McDonald’s
earns $1,000/mo. for
Ronald McDonald Hse.

Ronald McDonald House - Ann Arbor
recognizes the Belleville-area community
for its generosity through the Round-Up for
Ronald McDonald House program at the
Rawsonville Road McDonald’s.

The restaurant, owned and operated by
the Stanton Organization, has raised nearly
$4,800 so far this year. Customers of that
McDonald’s have contributed more than
$1,000 each month through Round-Up
donations.

These donations directly support families
with hospitalized children staying at Ronald
McDonald House in Ann Arbor.

These continued efforts have earned
the restaurant a place among the Top-10
McDonald’s locations supporting the House
and reflect year-over-year growth, rising
from about $200 per month earlier last year.

The Round-Up program allows customers
to round their purchase total to the nearest
dollar with the difference benefiting Ronald
McDonald House - Ann Arbor.

To the long time old owners of

CHINA CHEF

In Romulus
Good Food — Best Egg Rolls Ever

SAD TO SEE NEW OWNERSHIP
You are missed by MANY

Becky Saunders and Bernie Poet
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o RE/MA X  GLENN SILVENIS s

CROSSROADS 111 WWW.MrSold.com  PastMayor City of Belleville

418 Main Street

Belleville, Michigan 48111 SELL PHONE (734) 740-3000 ../ 7vends Rankings
email: mrsold@mrsold.com Office (73 4) 699-4000 Top 1% Nationwide

website: mrsold.com
WE DON’T CHARGE WHAT THE OTHER BROKERS CHARGE - NO DOCUMENT STORAGE FEES NO COMPLIANCE FEES NO JUNK FEES
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11112 JACKSON VAN, BUREN TOWNSHIP 48620 WEAR, SUMPTER TOWNSHIP 28503 MARGARET LN , HURON TOWNSHIP 4142 WATERWHEEL LANE, BLOOMFIELD HILLS

1163 SQUARE FOOT BRICK RANCH with 3 bedrooms | BEAUTY WORTH CELEBRATING 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths | THIS BRICK HOME HAS IT ALL 3,828 Total Square Feet | FEATURES 4 BEDROOMS, 2 1/2 baths, Family room with
plus dining area. Many Updates include Central Air, Vinyl | (One New) 1,690 Sq Fton 1.3 Acres. Deck and Large Pole | of finished living space, 4 Bedrooms, 3 Baths, Hot Tub, 14x27 | fireplace large basement with over 2,500 sq ft. Secluded back
Windows, Flooring, Deck, Gutters and Driveway. 209,000 | Barn room for a workshop and more. Extra Clean $319,900 | Family Room, 2 + 1 Car Garages .85 Acres Short Sale $385,000 | yard and patio. Bloomfield Huills Schools. $675,000

= | | IR |~ gl
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1418 HANFORD, LINCOLN PARK 10324 SWAN LAKE, YPSILANTI 29515 CHARLES, ROMULUS 12950 HAGGERTY VAN BUREN TOWNSHIP

Income Property to Fix or Flip. 2 Bedrooms, 1 Bath, Large | JUST LIKE NEW 3 Bedroom 2 Bath Condo. 2022 Con- | IT'S LOADED WITH 4 BEDROOMS, 2 Baths, 1,647 Square | FOR LEASE Zoned M-2 for many uses. Best location with
Yard, Covered Porch. Being sold as is with buyer assuming | struction. High end options incude a composite deck, gut- | Feet, Fireplace, Deck and More. On 1/2 Acre with Huge Ga- 16,800 SqFt For Lease. 20 Foot Ceilings, Large Ofﬁpes Huge
city certs, and repairs. $85,000 Cash or owner financed. ter guard system, premium shutters. $299,000 rage. 1996 Construction Just $200,000 Work Area. Close to 1-94 & 1-275. $6,900. Mo Triple Net

84 ACRES OAKVILLE WALTZ ASHTOWN- | GRANT ROMULUS 1.8 AC LT IND $19,000 | GRANT & WAHRMAN 4 ACRES LT INDUS-| MARIO ANN COURT ROMULUS Finest | *** BELLEVILLE LAKEFRONT **¥* 2405
SHIP- MONROE COUNTY. 1268 FRONTAGE | GRANT ROMULUS 4.18 AC CORNER LOT, | TRIAL NEAR METRO AIRPORT $250,000 | Private Area in Romulus. Perfect location with | RAWSONVILLE 99X328 .74 AC $99.900

ZONED LIGHT INDUSTRIAL AND RESIDEN- | LIGHT INDUSTRIAL $19,000 WILLIS & MARTINSVILLE 1.64AC PAVED | City Water and Sewer at the Street. $33,000 | NORTHLINE ROMULUS 1.1 ACRES 208 FT
TIAL. NEAR I-275 Great Investment $795,000 ' SHERWOOD SOLD cres $60,000 'RD WATER & SEWER AT STREET$65,000 'VAC BOHN, SUMPTER TP I Acre $35,000 ' FRONTAGE LT INDUSTRIAL ZON $59,900
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ATCHINSON 9800 BELLEVILLE RD. WELCOME,
& — WALy 1B JORDANA ARNOLD

WHERE FORD MEETS FAMILY WWW.ATCHINSON.NET CALL: (734) 345-9447




