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Girl Scouts from Troop 76032 at Trinity Episcopal Church in Van Buren Township pause 
from their cleanup efforts for a picture at Historic Fort Wayne in Detroit. From left, in 
back, are Troop Leader Tammy Mayrend, Rachel Gowell, and Sarah Helm. In front, from 
left, are Natallia Bent, Gabriella Mayrend, and Patricia Reyes.

   On Saturday, April 1, Girl Scout Troop 
76032 from Trinity Episcopal Church in 
Van Buren Township participated in a 
clean-up day at Historic Fort Wayne during 
the Civil War Trust Park Day.
  Civil War Trust Park Day is a yearly event 
with thousands of participants across 38 
states. In Michigan two sites participated: 
Historic Fort Wayne and the River Raisin 
National Battlefield.
   The day was spent cleaning fallen 
branches and debris from the recent storms, 
picking up trash, and preparing the fort for 
the many upcoming summer events.
   The troop cooperated with the Historic 
Fort Wayne Coalition to restore part of the 
site and was the first Girl Scout Troop that 
has ever participated in clean-up day.
   Troop 76032 is a small, multi-age scout 
troop for girls in grades five and up. The 

Trinity Episcopal Girl Scouts help 
clean up Historic Fort Wayne

troop focuses on  traditional and outdoor 
skills such as camping and hiking, as well 
as service to the community.
   During the week end and on the day of 
service, the troop worked with Boy Scout 
Troop 446 of Saline.
   Historic Fort Wayne is located at 6325 W 
Jefferson Ave, Detroit.

   Van Buren Township Police investigated 
VBT Fire Fighter Michael Shores for 
alleged fraudulent activity at the Van Buren 
Urgent Care on Belleville Road.
   Employees allege that they paid Shores 
for CPR training that they never received.
   The Wayne County Prosecutor’s office 
issued an eight-count misdemeanor warrant 
that includes four counts of larceny by 
conversion less than $200 and four counts 
of false pretenses less than $200. Each 

Van Buren Township fire fighter 
charged with larceny, false pretenses

charge is a 93-day misdemeanor.
   Shores turned himself in, was arrested, 
processed, and arraigned by 34th District 
Court Judge David Parrott. A not-guilty 
plea was entered and Shores was released 
on $5,000/10% personal bond.
   The pre-trial is scheduled for 9 a.m., 
Wednesday, April 12. Firefighter Shores is 
currently suspended from duty without pay 
pending an internal investigation.

Court Watching:

Joshua Morris to face 
charge of reckless 
driving causing death

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   Joshua Lee Morris, who testimony shows 
was driving his 1997 Chevy Malibu at 80 
to 90 mph on a bumpy, gravel-covered 
Morton Taylor Road when it hit a tree and 
killed his passenger, has been bound over 
to circuit court to face a charge of reckless 
driving causing death.
   Morris, 25, had a preliminary exam on 
March 29 before 34th District Court Judge 
Brian A. Oakley with three witnesses 
testifying.
   First witness was Canton Fire Fighter 
Frank Rehling, who was first on the scene 
at the July 6, 2014 accident ¼ mile north of 
Van Born Road on Morton Taylor, where he 
found “a messed up vehicle in the trees.”
   Wayne County Assistant Prosecutor John 
Cayce entered into evidence 12 pages of 
pictures, with four pictures on each page, 
showing the accident scene.
   Rehling said there were fresh gouges in 
the trees in the heavily wooded area and 
the car had gone off the road over a small 
ditch and the car had straddled the ditch.
   Rehling said fire fighters were trying to 
get the people out and had to cut the car 
up. He said he was standing on the hood, 
cutting the roof to get the driver out. The 
steering wheel had to be pushed up to free 
the driver. He said both occupants were in 

VBT hires 
new fire chief 
Amy Brow

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   Amy Brow, current assistant fire chief for 
the city of Ann Arbor, has been selected 
to be the new fire chief for Van Buren 
Township.
   At Monday’s work/study session, Brow 
was introduced to the trustees and the 
public and at Tuesday’s regular meeting 
she was hired. She plans to be on the job 
on April 24.
   Brow, 50, started her fire fighting career 

as a paid-per-call 
fire fighter at the Van 
Buren Township Fire 
Department. Then, she 
went on in her 25-year 
career to get experience 
and lots of education 
credentials, including 
a bachelor and master’s 
degree, mostly online.

   VBT received 10 applications for the fire 
chief’s position, vacated by Dan Besson at 
the end of February. That was narrowed 
down to five and Brow was the unanimous 
choice of the selection committee.
   The selection committee was made up 
of Supervisor Kevin McNamara, Treasurer 
Sharry Budd, Clerk Leon Wright, Public 
Safety Director Greg Laurain, Police Chief 
Jason Wright, former Fire Chief Besson, 
and Human Resources Director Nicole 
Sumpter.
   On Monday, Trustee Reggie Miller said 
there was some concern at first that the 
trustees were not involved in the selection 
process, but she is fine with the committee’s 
selection.
   Trustee Sherry Frazier pointed out Brow 
will be the first woman fire chief in VBT 
history. Frazier and Brow listed other 

Amy Brow
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BEST CHIMNEY
& ROOFING CO.

« CHIMNEYS BUILT -
     REPAIRED & CLEANED

« SCREENS INSTALLED

« TUCK POINTING

« ROOFING & GUTTERS

« RESIDENTIAL

« COMMERCIAL

« VIOLATIONS CORRECTED

WORKERS
COMPENSATION &

GENERAL LIABILITY TO
PROTECT HOME OWNER

Since 1962 FREE ESTIMATES

STATE LIC # 40800

SERVING BELLEVILLE &
SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN

www.bestchimneyandroofing.com

734-242-2992
WE DO

PORCHES

OUR 50 th
YEAR!

OUR 50 th
YEAR!

The Belleville-Area
Independent New Website
is Now Online! Visit us @ 

bellevilleareaindependent.com

Read The Newspaper 
On The Web!

60 Main Street, Downtown Belleville
Open 7 Days 6am – 10pm • (734) 697-3033

SAM’S PLACE
FAMILY DINING

BAI

• Try Our Delicious Homemade Stir Frys,
   Greek Salads, Stuffed Cabbage,
   Perogies & Other Polish Combos
• All You Can Eat Fish  – $9.99 Everyday
• Daily Lunch & Dinner Specials

BAI

Mini Breakfast  – $2.25
EGGS, HASH BROWNS,

BACON OR SAUSAGE/TOAST
With purchase of beverage per person
Mon-Fri 6am-11am. Not valid on specials. With coupon only. 

Coupon may not be combined. Dine-in only. Expires 4/30/2017

$5 OFF
From 11am – 10pm Everyday
Any Purchase of $25 or More
Dine-in only. With coupon. Not valid with 

any other offer. One coupon per visit. One 
coupon per table. Expires 4/30/2017

10% OFF
Minimum $4.50 Purchase

Entire
Bill

BAI

Not valid on specials. With coupon only. Coupon may 
not be combined. Dine-in only. Expires 4/30/2017

Mini Breakfast  – $2.25
EGGS, HASH BROWNS,

BACON OR SAUSAGE/TOAST
With purchase of beverage per person

BAI

Mon-Fri 6am-11am. Not valid on specials. With coupon only. 
Coupon may not be combined. Dine-in only. Expires 4/30/2017

Advertise Today!
Buy 3 Ads, Get 1 FREE!
Call our Advertising Manager
Bob Mytych Today! 734-699-9020

All Insurances Welcome
Ltd. Lifetime Guarantee
Onsite Rental Cars

R.V. Repair
Auto Glass
Motorcycle

& Watercraft
734.699.7758
jim@sumptercollision.com
www.sumptercollision.com

James Chudzinski
Owner
21585 Sumpter Rd.
Belleville, MI 48111

See
us
on TRAINED

575 Sumpter Road
Belleville, MI 48111

Leasing Phone: 734-699-8676
Join Our Waitlist: 1-800-593-3052
Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9:00am-Noon

TTD Phone: 1-800-348-7011

Email: seniorhousing@csi.coop
Website: www.csi.coop

“Camaraderie and serenity of mind make ours a happy home!”

Quality, Non-profit Housing for Seniors 62+

Belleville

Belleville Co-Op Apts.

is 100% Smoke Free

TREE SERVICE, INC.

10% OFF TREE REMOVAL 
OVER $300 w/AD*

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Fully Insured

No Tree Too Big, No Tree Too Small
734-753-5800

tnttree.com
*ONLY VALID AT TIME OF ESTIMATE.

Quality Home
Maintenance Service

Belleville, MI 48111

Licensed
Insured www.AQHMS.com

Rick Smith
Electrician

Builder
734-968-4509

Kitchens & Baths • Interior & Exterior Painting • Additions
Basements • Decks • Docks • Concrete

FLOORING!  Tile, Ceramic, Carpet, Laminate, Hardwood
30 YEARS

EXPERIENCE SCHEDULE NOW
For Spring Projects!

Enroll in Our Spring Program

Belleville 
Child Care

For children ages 22 to 12 years.
We offer:
   Pre-School
   2 Directors
  We Accept DHS
  No Registration Fee

40 Years Experience & Qualified Teachers.
Open Mon.-Fri - 6am - 6pm

734-697-4523
41505 S. I-94 Service Drive
Belleville, Michigan 48111
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SECOND FRONT PAGE
By Rosemary K. Otzman

Independent Editor
   Although plans for a new Speedway 
station at the northeast corner of Belleville 
and Tyler roads have yet to come to the Van 
Buren Township Planning Commission the 
project was discussed in public at the March 
28 regular meeting of the VBT Downtown 
Development Authority.
   DDA Executive Director Susan Ireland 
explained that Speedway needed the DDA’s 
help to proceed with its plans.
   Eric Carter, engineer for the project, said 
the 4,600 square foot building on 2.08 acres 
will have an eight-dispenser canopy. He 
said they have been working with Wayne 
County and the township and have aligned 
their Tyler Road driveway with the Meijer 
driveway across the street.
   Carter said they will be providing 
landscaping, seating, and a decorative wall 
at the corner that says Welcome to Van 
Buren Charter Township. They will put in 
sidewalks along Tyler.
   Wayne County wants to make sure the 
sidewalks work along Belleville Road, 
Carter said.
   He said the county showed them what 
they want for a Belleville Road entry drive 
and, “It’s on DDA private property.”
   Carter said they asked the county if they 
could get an easement and the county said 
no, it’s got to be Wayne County property.
   He said the county wanted Speedway to 
meet with the DDA to talk about it.
   “If we can’t work it out, the county would 
give us an alternate sketch,” Carter said. 
“Or, we would have to redesign the whole 
Belleville Road frontage. We’re stuck.”
   When asked about the size, a Speedway 
representative said it is a 4,600-square-
foot building and they are not building 
the former 3,900 square foot building any 
more. He said a good example of the new 
plan is the recently constructed Speedway 
at West and Allen roads in Woodhaven.
   He said they already spent $4 million on 
this project, without the property. He said 
the land has been on the market for ten 
years.
   DDA member Ron Blank asked if there 
will be more curb cuts along Belleville 
Road as the area develops and Ron 
Akers, director of planning and economic 
development said, “We try to limit curb cuts 
and encourage cross-access easements.”
   Akers said there were 13 acres of land 
for sale and this is just 2.08 acres right at 
the corner.
   DDA chairman Craig Atchinson asked if 
the DDA should give it to the county or sell 
it to the developer?
   Ireland explained that the DDA owns a 
27’ strip of property all the way from the 
corner of Tyler north to Armstrong Funland, 
where a French drain is at the end.

VBT DDA discusses land required by county for Speedway station
   Ireland said the county allowed the DDA 
to put the sidewalk in at grade, “doing us a 
favor.” If the sidewalk was done according 
to county specifications the sidewalk would 
be 6” above the center line of the road.
   The DDA installed the sidewalk for 
pedestrian safety, knowing any future 
widening of Belleville Road by the county 
would make the sidewalk temporary.
   Blank said the property is zoned for 
Speedway and they are asking the DDA for 
the property to comply with Wayne County 
requirements.
   “You have a drainage issue,” Blank 
pointed out, referring to the north end of 
the sidewalk where the French drain is 
located.
   “What impact is there on the rest of the 
property they didn’t buy?” asked DDA 
member Helen Foster.
   Blank, an owner of mobile home parks, 
said he has filled a room with people when 
he wants to build and, “I kept my mouth 
shut.” He said Speedway probably should 
keep its mouth shut, too.
   “Those that buy the next piece will be 
back here,” Blank said.
   “Should we sell it off?” chairman 
Atchinson asked.
   DDA member Chris Brown said when 
Speedway gets it, it will go to the county.
   The attorney present for the DDA’s 
closed-door session on another issue after 
the business meeting was asked for his 
opinion.
   He was surprised and replied, “Here? In 
open session?” When he was told yes, he 
said the easiest thing probably is to sell it.
   “This is being done to accommodate the 
county, not the developer,” Blank pointed 
out.
   “We’ll be getting our money back and 
not making a profit,” said VBT Supervisor 
Kevin McNamara. He said they need to 
negotiate the terms of the sale. The DDA 
paid $122 per linear foot and that’s what 
the price would be. Also, the developer 
should assist with the drainage adjacent to 
their parcel.
   Blank said the worst-case scenario would 
be that Speedway wouldn’t build but the 
property would be controlled by Speedway 
and kept so another service station can’t 
build. He suggested the ownership of the 
strip could revert to the DDA if the project 
didn’t move forward.
   “Speedway won’t buy the property 
until we get approval from the planning 
commission,” Carter said. “The agreement 
could be conditioned on approval.”
   A Speedway representative said they are 
on the right track, but they would have to 
talk to their directors about an agreement.
   “We make our decision first,” Atchinson 
stated.
   Blank asked if the DDA is asking them 

to fix the drainage just north of their 
property?
   Clark said the plans call for underground 
storm water retention.
   He said the township has asked Speedway 
to look at evaulation of grades and possible 
reconstruction of the sidewalk in the 27’ 
adjacent to the 33’ county right of way.
   Brown suggested the DDA engineer and 
Speedway engineer get together.
   Ireland said she drives by the flooded 
sidewalk site every day and doesn’t want it 
to continue to be in that state.
   “We know our objectives and they know 
their objectives,” said Foster. “We need 
it in writing so the board of directors is 
satisfied.”
   Supervisor McNamara said, “It sounds 
like we’ll sell, but need the details.”
   The DDA owns 334’ of the 27’ wide strip 
and Speedway needs just short of 200’, so 
the cost, at $122 per lineal foot, was figured 
at about $25,000.
   Blank made a motion that the DDA agrees 
to sell Speedway LLC land at $122 per 
lineal foot for their frontage on Belleville 
Road subject to a mutual agreement. Mark 
Laginess seconded the motion and it was 
unanimously approved.
   In other business at the March 28 meeting, 
the DDA:
   • Reelected Atchinson as chairman and 
Carol Bird as vice chairman and elected 
Chris Brown as secretary, to replace Sophia 

Zoller who served for many years in that 
position and recently resigned;
   • Heard Ireland report that she is waiting 
for some additional color samples before 
final selection is made on the exterior of 
the house at 10101 and 10151 Belleville 
Road. She said at the February meeting the 
DDA approved the counter offer submitted 
by the owners of 10065 and 10085 
Belleville Road. As soon as the appropriate 
documents are prepared, the DDA has the 
final dollar amounts for closing, and proof 
that the parcels are unoccupied, they will 
be able to close on these two additional 
properties;
   • Heard Ireland announce that a meeting 
with MDOT had been scheduled for March 
31 to discuss aesthetics of the proposed 
pedestrian overpass on Belleville Road;
   • Heard Ireland give an update on the 
Qualification Based Selection for general 
planning services. She said proposals 
for planning and engineering services 
have been received and the committee 
has narrowed the field down. Interviews 
are being scheduled for the committee in 
order to present the best candidates to the 
township board;
   • Heard Ireland report that the DDA is 
continuing work on Belleville Road rights-
of-way acquisition and she believes they 
will be closing on another one soon; and
   • Went into closed-door session to 
consider purchase of real property.

     The Belleville Area District Library is 
organizing its first-ever local author fair for 
1 to 4 p.m. on Saturday, May 20, and it’s 
looking for local authors.
   The event is a chance for selected authors 
to get to know the local community of 
readers, and sell and sign their books.
   To be eligible to participate, the author 
should be local to Southeast Michigan and 
have professionally bound, print copies of 
a book to sell during the fair. Books can 
be traditional or self-published, and writers 
for all audiences and genres are welcome.
   All writers interested in participating must 
complete and return an Author Participant 
Application, available at the library and on 
the library’s website. It needs to be returned 
by no later than April 14. Applications 
may be returned in person at the library 
or scanned and emailed to agreschaw@
belleville.lib.mi.us .
   Amy Greschaw, adult services librarian, 
said although they will accept as many 
authors as they can, due to limited space 
they cannot guarantee acceptance. Authors 

Library seeking authors for 
upcoming ‘Local Author Fair

who submit an application will be notified 
by email of their final selection status on 
Friday, April 21.

Community invited to 
join volunteers at BHS 
for Comcast Cares Day
   Comcast invites Michiganders to join 
several thousand local employees, family 
members, friends, and community partners 
in volunteering for one of more than 
25 service opportunities during the 16th 
Comcast Cares Day.
   Projects begin Saturday, April 15 and 
culminate on Comcast Cares Day, Saturday, 
April 22.
   On April 22, the Belleville High School 
Marching Band volunteers will meet at 
7:30 a.m. at BHS to do community cleanup 
projects.   BHS is at 501 West Columbia 
Ave., Belleville.
   For more information on the projects, 
visit: www.comcast.com/community .
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Editorial

VBT change in 
ordinances could 
help lost sheep
   At Tuesday’s regular meeting of the Van 
Buren Township Board of Trustees, five 
changes to the General Code of Ordinances 
had their first readings.
   The second readings and adoptions are 
expected at the April 18 VBT meeting.
   Police Lt. Charles Bazzy and VBT 
Prosecutor Angela Mannerino went through 
the changes at Monday’s work/study session 
and Tuesday’s regular meeting. The changes 
will allow some cases to be handled at 34th 
District Court instead of going downtown, 
which will save time and money. Mannerino 
is at 34th District Court for VBT every 
Tuesday.
   The township is decriminalizing dog 
at large and grass cutting, so no criminal 
penalties hang over the heads of those with 
infractions.
   Lt. Bazzy said they are adding to the 
definition of dog at large to include cats, 
mammals, birds, and livestock. He said 
there’s a sheep in the south end of the 
township that is not being taken care of and 
this will give VBT a way to help.
   The method to contact violators is changing. 
Soon VBT will be able to post the property 
and send a notice by first-class mail, rather 
than certified mail, which can be refused.
   Tickets can be paid at the VBT treasurer’s 
office within 14 days and the township gets 
100%. Then it goes to district court where 
the township gets one-third. The goal is 
compliance, not revenue, said Supervisor 
McNamara.

   The special approval for the Davenport 
office project on Main Street in the City 
of Belleville has been put back on the 
agenda for the April 13 meeting of the 
Belleville Planning Commission at 7:30 
p.m.
   As you may recall, at the March planning 
commission meeting, the commission 
tied 4-4 to approve and the motion failed. 
Commissioner Kelly Bates, who was in 
Florida at the time, is back and will be at 
the meeting to make a tie vote impossible 
– as long as everybody else shows up.
   City Manager Diana Kollmeyer had 
asked for the commission to wait until she 
came back to reconsider the project. After 
the last meeting, Diana went to Florida to 
bring her husband back for the summer. 
She’s back and she said now it’s on the 
agenda.
   After all the blowback in the community, 
we expect Davenport to get their approval 
for having more offices downtown.

***
   Last Thursday at about 3:15 p.m. I heard 
a call on the fire scanner for a place on 
Savage Road in Van Buren Township. A 
three-year-old child had his head stuck in 
a table. The child was not injured, but they 
needed some help getting him unstuck. 
First Responders do get interesting calls 
sometimes.

***
   Last Thursday, School Supt. Pete Kudlak 
emailed me a comment on the wind 
tunnel: “I have been persistent on getting 
it working since I got here. We have it up 
and running (maybe a month ago).”
   When I asked the district’s Curriculum 

Director Jeff Moore about the $46,230 
wind tunnel last week, he said it still 
wasn’t working. We had been informed 
it was broken and Moore confirmed that 
report.
   We are glad to hear it is finally working. 
Supt. Kudlak was hired by the district last 
June, so the wind tunnel has been down at 
least that long.

***
   Contrary to reports in the Detroit Free 
Press, Van Buren Township was alerted 
that the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
approved using the US Ecology landfill 
on the North I-94 Service Drive to bury 
soil considered low-level radioactive.
   As we reported on the March 15 meeting 
of the VBT Environmental Commission, 
printed in the March 23 Independent:
   In other business the commission: “Heard 
[Matthew] Best announce postcards have 
gone out from the US Ecology hazardous 
landfill site announcing it is continuing to 
accept TNORM waste from construction 
demolitions and soils. The Army Corps 
of Engineers has approved the North I-94 
Service Drive site to accept its waste. It 
will not be in large quantities and will be 
less than 10% of the waste, Best said.”
   Best is deputy director of VBT planning 
and economic development department. 
With his training in environmental 
matters, he is also VBT’s environmental 
person.

***
   At Tuesday’s regular meeting the Van 
Buren Township Board of Trustees were 
informed of the death of former clerk 
Delphine Dudek Gatowski in Florida. 
Treasurer Sharry Budd said she didn’t 
know much, except 
that the family made 
arrangements to claim 
the life insurance the 
township carried on 
her.
   Delphine was hired in 
1976, became deputy 
clerk to Clerk Doreen Craven, and was 
voted into the office of clerk in 1982 and 
1984, retiring in 1988.

***
   Also at Tuesday’s VBT meeting, Trustee 
Paul White questioned a payment for 
$57.48 to Supervisor McNamara for 
lunch. McNamara said he already told the 
board about that.
   He said he was meeting with the Mental 
Health Board and it was time for lunch 
and they wanted to break. He said he got 
carry out lunch for them and they kept 
meeting.
   At the end, he got $47,800 for VBT for 
summer jobs for youth. Everyone agreed 
lunch was a good investment. Even 
Trustee White said he approved of that 
purchase.

***
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LettersColumbia Court
Apartments

734-697-8200
Minutes From Shopping, Freeways & Restaurants

For 1 Bedroom & Studio Apartments Only.
Accepting Applications for Individuals 62 & Older

H.U.D. Guidlines Apply
A Senior Facility of National Church Residences

Affordable Housing • Sec 8-202

BARBARA ROGALLE MILLER
Attorney At Law
321 Main Street

Belleville, Michigan 48111
(734) 697-4455 - Fax (734) 697-7177

--Anais Nin

"Life shrinks or expands in
proportion to one's courage."
“Speech has power. Words do not fade.

What starts out as a sound, ends in a deed.”
-- Rabbi Heschel 

BARBARA ROGALLE MILLER
Attorney At Law

VICTOR WALBRIDGE
Of Counsel

321 Main Street
Belleville, Michigan 48111

(734) 697-4455 - Fax (734) 697-7177

Pleasing You, Pleases Us

734-325-7799
Members & Qualified Guests

Belleville Family Center # 934
45476 Harris Road
Belleville, MI 48111
bellevillemoose.com

moose934@yahoo.com

Weekday & Weekend Rates

Bartending Service Provided -
Catering Available -- Ask for Tiff!

Free Wi-Fi Hotspot!

Loyal Order of Moose • Women of the Moose • Moose Legion

The Family Fraternity

“Try not to become a man of
success, but rather try to become

a man of value.”
– Albert Einstein

My friend Darlene 
Wagner died April 3
To the Editor:
   My friend Darlene Wagner died last night, 
April 3. She had been having complications 
from diabetes and had previously lost her 
leg, and had been going through intensive 
dialysis.
   She had lost her husband Harry some 
years prior. They both served in our 
Church at the time -- Belleville Christian 
Community -- a Church I pastored some 
years back in Belleville. They had also 
been active in Clowning Ministry and 

Bible School activities 
bringing smiles and 
God’s love to many – 
especially kids.  
   If you didn’t have 
a place to go for 
Thanksgiving, theirs 
was the place. Darlene 

and Harry both talked very little about their 
early lives. But it was evident they both felt 
a little sidelined and maybe unloved a bit, 
and maybe that’s why they had a heart for 
others the same.
   They could both be a little gruff at times, 
as well as be very loving. I believe it’s hard 
to shake the insecurity of being young and 
not sure you’re wanted, and those wounds 
show up sometimes.
   Yet they knew deep in their heart of hearts 
their Heavenly father loved them deeply. 
   I am writing this as a tribute to my friend 
who would often call me and carry on 
about whatever for what seemed like hours. 
She just needed a listening ear, and now, 
now she has the most loving of Fathers to 
climb into His arms and tell Him whatever 
she wants -- knowing He can solve all 
problems.
   I’m glad you are pain-free now, Darlene. 
My friend. 
   I’m going to try and post this in the 
Belleville Independent. And if someone 
wants to help, I pray the family or Pastor 
Bernie or my friend Jan will make it known 
how help can be given; as of now I have no 
other details, 
   Pastor Bernie Travis and wife Agnes were 
Darlene’s pastors and friends at Liberty 
Gospel Church. For more information & 
details contact http://libertygospelchurch.
org/
   I ask you to say a prayer for Darlene’s 
family, friends, and Church. 
That all needs would be met, and that we 
would celebrate knowing Darlene and 
Harry and celebrating each other while we 
still have time.
God Bless,
Dan Martin
Ormond Beach, FL

Belleville FD raises 
$3,437 for autism
To the Editor:
   On Saturday April 1, the Belleville Fire 
Department Association held its fourth-
annual Fill the Boot for Autism Drive. 
Belleville Fire Fighters and other supporters 
worked the intersection of Main and High 
Streets from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.
   Our goal this year this was $2,300. To 
our surprise, we raised $3,437 for Autism 
Awareness.
   We would like to thank everyone 
who donated to this worthy cause. 
We would also like to thank our hard-
working volunteers who helped make 
this a success this year: Jackie Kuclo; 
Alyssa Kuclo; Phil Smith; Lieutenant 
Christopher Zweng, Belleville Fire Dept.; 
Fire Fighter Edward Smith, Belleville 
Fire Dept.; Fire Fighter David McInally, 
Belleville Fire Dept. & VBTFD; Fire Fighter 
Justin Reed, Belleville Fire Dept.; Lieutenant 
Brian Blackburn, Belleville Fire Dept.;  
Fire Fighter Crystal Marginean, 
Belleville Fire Dept.; EMT Alex 
Marginean, Detroit Fire Dept.; 
and Fire Fighter Kalee Widener, Belleville 
Fire Dept.
   Also, Egan’s Pub for providing lunch for 
our volunteers and Citgo gas station (Sloan 
Oil) for restrooms and water.

Lt. Christopher Zweng
Belleville Fire Department

September Days not a 
group of babies!
To the Editor:
   Please, no Baby Boomers! We are not a 
group of babies.
   We are mature – embracing life with love, 
grace, friendship, and adventure.
   We are Seniors!  Getting older is a 
wonderful and beautiful experience and it 
is priceless!
   Enjoy every moment and all its perks.
Vera Z. Howell, Southfield
Former resident of City of Belleville
and the September Days

Editor’s Note: This appears to be in answer 
to the proposal to change the September 
Days senior citizens’ name to something 
that would appeal to younger seniors, such 
as Baby Boomers.

Morgan Galindez 
completes basic airman 
training in Texas
   U.S. Air Force Airman Morgan S. Galindez 
graduated from basic military training at 
Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland, San 
Antonio, Texas.
   Galindez is the daughter of Miguel A. 
and Marni L. Galindez of Belleville and 
a 2015 graduate of Lincoln Consolidated 
High School, Ypsilanti.
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Bethany Bible Church
810 E. Huron River Dr.       Belleville, Michigan 48111

(734) 697-7456
Sunday:  Adult Bible classes & Children’s Sunday School - 9:45am
                Morning Worship - 11:00am
Wednesday:  House of Prayer - 6:30pm • Children and Teens - 6:30pm
                         Kids Awana - 6:30 to 8:15pm (Fall through Spring)
Please visit our website for more information: bethanybiblechurch.com

WE’RE A/C & TRANSMISSION SPECIALISTS!

Read John 3:16 & Acts 2:4
Phone (734) 699-6147   Cell (734) 740-1910

LIBERTY GOSPEL CHURCH
105 N. LIBERTY, BELLEVILLE

Worship in
Spirit & Truth.

HTTP://LIBERTYGOSPELCHURCH.ORG

Sunday Worship  - 10 a.m.
Tuesday Worship  - 7 p.m.
Pastor Bernie Travis

OPEN ARMS LUTHERAN 
CHURCH & DAYCARE

7865 Belleville Rd., Belleville, MI 48111
(734) 699-5000

9 a.m. Adult Bible Class  10 a.m. Worship
www.openarmscenter.com

Towing Available
Open Weekdays 8 a.m – 5 p.m.

Family Owned & Operated For 40 Years!

(734) 699-3185

409 W. Columbia Ave., Belleville, MI 48111 
(734) 697-1211

▪ Saturday Mass: 6:00pm
▪ Sunday Masses:  8:30am & 10:30am
stanthonybelleville.weconnect.com

ST. ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH

EMail: nettroandco@comcast.net
http://www.angelanettro.featuredwebsite.com

  Residential * Commercial * Vacant * Repos * Short Sales

Fax: (734) 697-3531
P.O. Box 592, Belleville, MI 48112

“Real Estate with Real Service”

FREE ESTIMATES! 697-1777
Call Charles "Toby" Leis - anytime

Licensed Master Plumber
#81-10257 "Insured"

Certified Back Flow Cross
Connection Inspector
& Testing

C.A.L. Plumbing & Heating
"Quality and Service you can depend on"

Working for you in our
community for over 15 years!

SELLING MILLIONS IN OUR HOMETOWN!

734-461-9458
Visit us @

fmar1.org
and on

Promoting a
Healthy
and Safe
Environment
for All.

Where Pets
and
People Meet.

VISIT WWW.FRIENDSOFMICHIGAN.ORG 
TO ADOPT, DONATE, AND VOLUNTEER!

RIVER OF LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
870 Savage Rd., Belleville, MI 48111

Worship Sunday: 9:30 a.m. & 11:30 a.m. - Starting April 16th

Wednesday Family Night: 7-8:15 p.m.
Boys & Girls Ministries, Youth, College & Career, and Seniors Ministry. 
Visit rol-ag.com      (734) 699-6700

“Helping you to get a fresh start today!”
AAA rated member of the BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU

CS & R DIVORCE & DISABILITY    734-425-1074
28473 WARREN ROAD, GARDEN CITY, MI 48135 (located in the MERCEDES PLAZA)

WEBSITE:  www.GetitDoneWithoutLawyers.com

Save 80% DIVORCE (starting at $75)
SSI & DISABILITY CASES

You can have confidence with CS&R
Judges say our briefs are the “best they have read”

*   QUIT CLAIM DEEDS        *   MOTIONS
*   POWER OF ATTORNEY / WILLS       *   ELMINATE BACK CHILD SUPPORT

Pastor Bob Lafferty
16650 Sumpter Rd., Belleville

734-345-9053
Sunday Morning Service 10:30    Wednesday Bible Study 6:30

Friday Youth Night 6:30
http://www.bellevillelighthousechurch.org

BELLEVILLE LIGHTHOUSE CHURCH

State Farm®

RESIDENTIAL AND
COMMERCIAL

westbranchbuilders@yahoo.com

LICENSED
INSURED

SERVING OUR
COMMUNITY FOR
OVER 38 YEARS

PHONE 734-476-1098

21321 KARR RD
BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

Family Bible Study
Faith Assembly Church

You’re Invited! Saturday Nights
Free Dinner 6:15pm  Bible Study 7:00pm - 8:00pm
894 E. Huron River Drive, Belleville, MI 48111
Find us on Facebook! or www.faithassemblybelleville.com 

11900 BELLEVILLE ROAD
BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

www.bellevillepresbyterian.com
Email: bpcsec@sbcglobal.net

Phone: 734-697-8687  Fax: 734-697-9290
SUNDAY WORSHIP: 10:00 A.M.

 

BELLEVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Would you like to have
your Church listed in this

directory? Call Advertising 
Manager Bob Mytych at

734-699-9020 today!

R. DIXON & SON LAWN SERVICE INC.

Randall Dixon - Owner
734-891-7212

P.O. Box 544
New Boston, MI 48164

Residential & Commercial

LAWNSERVICE, MAINTENANCE,
Spring and Fall cleanups, Snow Removal
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Higgerson & Neal
Funeral Home

Continuing An 85 Year Belleville Tradition Since 1932

James L. Higgerson, Manager
Beverly E. Neal, Director

209 Main Street
Belleville, Michigan 48111

734-697-9400
VISIT US AT WWW.HNFHOME.COM

WHERE FAMILIES COME FIRST

    
     

    
     



             
                

               
         

   
   

       
  
    

  
    

 
   
   

    
    

  

  
    

WHERE FAMILIES COME FIRST

    
     

    
     



             
                

               
         

   
   

       
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Includes arrangement conference,
local transportation, crematory,
cremation container,
website obituary
and video tribute.

Simplified

Cremation

$1,695

ALICE ELAINE BIRD-VITTEK
(March 4, 1935 – February 20, 2017)
Alice Elaine Bird-Vittek, age 81 years, passed 
peacefully on February 20, 2017. Alice was 
born in Pikeville, Kentucky, on March 4, 1935, 
the daughter of Lena and Isaac Earl Brooks. 
Raised with 3 brothers and 1 sister primarily 
in Belleville, MI, she attended Belleville High 
School where she was President of the Student 
Council in her senior year, had the lead female 
role in the senior class play “Our Town” and 
was captain of the cheerleading squad.
After graduating from high school, she married 
her high school sweetheart, Alan Moore Bird. 
To this union were born 1 son and 2 daughters, 
Alan Jeffery Bird, Karen Michelle Walshe and 
Laura Bird Long. Alice took great pride in 
being a homemaker, always making the best of 
what she had and creating a warm and inviting 
home for her family. Culinary delights were one 
of her special skills. Family Thanksgiving and 
Christmas dinners were always an event to be 
treasured by all who ate at her table.
At various times, Alice worked while raising 
her family, becoming a very successful business 
women. She was office manager at Barrcrest 
Manor Apartments in Rohrerstown, PA, vice 
president of Al Bird & Associates and
founded, managed and sold five candy stores, 
known as The Fudge Factory, located in Ocean 
City, MD, and Bethany Beach, DE. Her fudge 
stores were her pride and joy providing summer 
employment for many college students and 
family members over the years and helping 
each learn about operating a small
business.
Alice was a determined and gutsy woman who 
seized life’s opportunities as they came her way, 
never dwelled on the past, had a very strong 
work ethic and usually seemed to be in constant 
motion. Grass never grew under her feet! She 
traveled the world with friends and family and 
especially enjoyed a trip around the world with 
Vice President Spiro and Judy Agnew and to the 
holy land with her husband, Alan, and pastor, 
Father Larry. Her last trip abroad was with her 
son Jeff aboard a cruise ship that accommodated 
a limited number of dialysis patients and traveled 
the Mediterranean Sea. The sound of Italian 
opera blasting over the ship’s airways upon the 
approach to Venice, Italy, on a sunny afternoon 
was especially exhilarating and memorable.
In 2004, she married Commander Albert 
Vittek and became a snow bird migrating from 
Annapolis, MD, to Surprise, AZ. Always a 
very social person, Alice made many friends 
and acquaintances in Surprise as well as doing 
volunteer work at Banner Del Webb Hospital 
operating a cash register in the food lines at 
the hospital cafeteria. Always the trooper, she 
continued her volunteer work until 2 weeks 
before her passing, never letting the fact that 
she was on dialysis for the previous 6 years, 
slow her down.
She is survived by her brother Charles 
Raymond Frigard and wife Janet; her children 
Jeffery, Karen and Laura; son-in-law Kenny; 4 
grandchildren, Alan and Lena Walshe, Harrison 
Bird, and Garrett Long; step-grandchildren, 
Justin and Kevin Long, along with many dear 
nieces and nephews.
A memorial service will be held on Saturday, 
May 6, 2017 at 2 p.m. at Holy Trinity Cathedral 
in Berlin, MD. In lieu of flowers, donations may 
be made to Holy Trinity Cathedral.

Alice Elaine Bird-Vittek

(734) 697-4500
David C. Brown, Manager   Shelly A. Brown-Chudzinski, Director

Complete Line of Monuments & Markers.
www.DAVIDCBROWNFH.com

David C. Brown Funeral Home

460 E. HURON RIVER DR., BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

Specializing in Celebration of Life Services.

Celebrating 35 Years!
SERVING BELLEVILLE, SUMPTER TOWNSHIP

& VAN BUREN TOWNSHIP

MARJORIE A. ERICKSON
(January 20, 1931 – March 28, 2017)
Marjorie A. Erickson, age 86, of Belleville, 
MI, and formerly of Iron River, MI, passed 
away peacefully Tuesday, March 28, 2017, at 
UK Hospital in Lexington, KY, surrounded by 
family.
She was born January 20, 1931, in Iron River, 
MI, and was the daughter of William A. and 
Lena (Turoski) Lahti, who preceded her in 
death. She was also preceded in death by her 
brother, William A. Lahti, Jr., in 1951, killed in 
the Korean War.
Marjorie married Clarence Erickson of Iron 
River on January 20, 1951. Clarence and 
Marjorie were married 65 years before he 
preceded her in death on April 12, 2016. She is 
survived by daughter, Christine (Robert) Horn 
of Canton, MI, daughter, Billie Smiroldo of 
London, KY and son Robert Erickson of Iron 
Mountain, MI. Marjorie is also survived by 
7 grandchildren and 10 great-grandchildren.  
Cremation has taken place. There will be a 
memorial service at Rest Haven Cemetery at a 
later date.
Arrangements by Janowiak Funeral Home.
janowiakfuneralhome.com  

Marjorie A. Erickson

MARK GARY WILMS
(March 10, 1953 – March 30, 2017)
Mark Gary Wilms, age 64, of Ypsilanti, died 
peacefully with his family at his side at St. 
Joseph Mercy Hospital of Ann Arbor.
Mark is the loving husband of Penny Wilms 
for forty-five wonderful years; loving father 
of Jonathan (Katherine) Wilms of Ypsilanti 
and James (Kelly) Wilms of Indiana; dear 
son of Ronald (the late Marjorie) Wilms of 
Lake City; proud grandfather of Samantha 
and Rebecca. Mark is also survived by his 
siblings, Cheryl (Bill) Wellday of Florida and 
Laurie (Ramon) Gonzales of Alabama and 
many loving extended family and friends.    
Sadly, he is preceded in death by his sister, the 
late Nancy Kongeal, and brother Richard Wilms. 
Born on March 10, 1953 in Detroit MI, the Wilms 
family moved to the Ypsilanti/Belleville area in 
the late 1950s. A Belleville High School class of 
1971 graduate, Mark went on to work at the Ford 
Motor Co. Rawsonville Road Plant. He enjoyed 
gardening and landscaping but mostly loved 
times with his granddaughters. He will be missed.  
In keeping with Mark’s wishes, a simple 
cremation has been arranged. A private family 
visitation will take place in the near future. In 
lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be 
directed to the family to be used for an education 
fund for Mark’s granddaughters, Samantha and 
Rebecca.
Arrangements were by the David C. Brown 
Funeral Home, Belleville.
www.davidcbrownfh.com 

Mark Gary Wilms



Page 8� Belleville Area Independent/April 6, 2017April 6, 2017/Belleville Area Independent� Page 9

In-Home Service Calls Too!

(734) 697-3206
Bemis Road @ Savage Roads

WE SELL USED
APPLIANCES!
Pick-Up & Delivery

JOE’S APPLIANCES

Obituaries

 The Law Office of

  Amy M. Eversole

152 Main St.
Suite 11
Belleville, Mich. 48111 www.amyeversolelaw.com

Call 734-718-8574

 Estate Planning   Probate   Criminal Law
 Family Law   Property Law

Upcoming Meetings

LOOKING TO PURCHASE 
OR REFINANCE?

www.independentbank.com/mortgage/gmason
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Glenn Mason
Senior Residential Loan Officer
3025 Boardwalk St.,  
Ste. 260, Ann Arbor

P: 734.545.7130 
C: 734.548.3167 
E: gmason@ibcp.com Brett Hughes  

Mary Rains  

Seasonal Cleanup
Full Tree Service
All Your Outdoor Needs

Howard Charles Nugent

HOWARD CHARLES NUGENT
(May 12, 1929 – February 24, 2017)
Howard Charles Nugent 87, of Belleville 
Michigan passed away peacefully Friday 
February 24, 2017 at St. Joseph Hospital with 
his family by his side.
Howard was born in Detroit on May 12, 1929. 
He then moved to Belleville as a teenager and 
graduated from Belleville High School in 1947. 
After serving in the United States Army Howard 
returned “home” to Belleville, married the love 
of his life, and there they raised their family and 
remained life-long residents.
Howard was a Licensed Master Plumber by 
trade, retiring from Ford Motor Company 
in 1991. He was an avid outdoorsman and 
could often be found hunting, beekeeping, 
birdwatching or dabbling in recreational 
horticulture -- right in his own back yard! 
Playing high school football himself, his love 
and enthusiasm for sports continued to grow to 
include cheering for his kids and grandkids in 
little league baseball, cheerleading, wrestling, 
softball and soccer. He adored his family and 
was so proud of all of them.
Howard is survived by his wife Jacquelynn 
(Crossett) of 62 years; his three children, 
Dale Nugent of MI, Kathy (Wally) Steuck of 
Raleigh, Cindy (Gregg) Brozo of Charlotte;  
7 grandchildren, Erik and Chad Steuck, Brian 
and Heather (Miller) Nugent, Jacob, Noah 
and Luke Brozo; 6 great-grandchildren Aiden, 
Alissa, Derek, Lainey, Kinley and Hudson; 
his brother Jon (Karen) Nugent of Lapeer; and 
nieces and nephews Michelle, Dennis, Paul 
and Lesa. Howard was preceded in death by 
his mother Helen (Dubisky), father Jonathon 
Nugent, and brother Thomas Nugent.
A memorial service was held March 2, 2017 
at Bethany Bible Church in Belleville with the 
Rev. John Losen, Sr. officiating.
Our family would like to thank J. Gilbert Purse 
Funeral Home and VFW Post 5968 for your 
assistance in bringing honor and dignity to our 
loved one.
“For it matters not how much you own, the cars 
... the house … the cash. What matters most is 
how we live and love and how we spend our 
‘Dash’ “.

The Dash by Linda Ellis

JOAN ALICE DePRIEST
(January 19, 1944 – March 27, 2017)
Joan Alice DePriest, age 73, of Belleville, 
MI, passed away Monday, March 27, 2017 at 
Waltonwood Cherry Hill, Canton, MI.   She 
was born January 19, 1944 in Cleveland, Ohio, 
daughter of Francis “Frank” and Mattie Mary 
Henrietta (French) Sedlacek.
Joan enjoyed bowling, sewing, traveling and 
playing Bunco. Most of all, she loved her 
family. She babysat many children in her home 
over the years and will be missed by all who 
knew her.
Joan is survived by three children, Tammy 
(Robert) Wall of Belleville, MI, Tracy Westcott 
of Belleville, MI and Tim (Sarah) DePriest of 
Willis, MI; seven grandchildren Tiffany (Chris) 
Westcott, Forrest Westcott, Sierra Westcott, 
Tyler Wall, Sydney Wall, Mattie DePriest and 
Jonah DePriest; a sister Penny Farrell of Ohio; 
also numerous nieces, nephews and friends.
She was preceded in death by her parents, 
husband Vernon Edward DePriest on October 
20, 1994, brother George Sedlacek, also a sister 
Louise Stalnaker.
Visitation was Friday 12-4 p.m. and 6-8 p.m. 
with a 10:30 a.m. Funeral Saturday, April 1, 
2017 at David C. Brown Funeral Home, 460 
E. Huron River Dr., Belleville, MI  48111-2764 
(734) 697-4500. Pastor Thomas Schroeder 
officiated. Interment was in Washtenong 
Memorial Park, Ann Arbor, MI.
Memorial contributions may be made to 
the  Alzheimer’s Association or to the Silver 
Club Memory Center, Ann Arbor, MI and would 
be appreciated.
www.davidcbrownfh.com

Joan Alice DePriest

HELEN SOPHIA BIES
(January 8, 1924 – March 28, 2017)
Helen Sophia Bies, age 93, of Belleville, MI, 
passed away Tuesday, March 28, 2017, at St. 
Joseph Mercy Hospital, Ann Arbor, MI.  She 
was born January 8, 1924 in Detroit, MI, 
daughter of Joseph & Sophia (Merta) Gabrys.   
She was a member of St. Anthony Catholic 
Church, Belleville. She enjoyed volunteering with 
the ladies of the church. She enjoyed gardening, 
cooking and being a mother and grandmother. 
Helen is survived by five children  Susan M. 
(Darrell) Featheringill of Dexter, MI, James 
(Margie) Bies of Gregory, MI, Barbara Bies 
of Sumpter Township, MI, William (Lisa) 
Bies of Ypsilanti, MI and Jerry (Patti) Bies of 
Belleville, MI; 7 grandchildren Nikki, Amanda, 
Jessica, Valerie, Tiffany, Kristin and Jason; 4 
great-grandchildren Olivia, Owen, Kaylee and 
Emma; a sister-in-law Jenny Bies of Willis, MI; 
also numerous extended family & friends.
She was preceded in death by her parents, 
husband Henry Jerome Bies on July 20, 2005, 
brother in childhood Eddy Gabrys, two sisters 
Anna Kotlarcyck and Stella  Plonka, also two 
brothers Joseph Gabrys and John Gabrys.
Visitation was Sunday, April 2, 2017, noon 
until 6 p.m. with a 2 p.m. Rosary at David C. 
Brown Funeral Home, 460 E. Huron River 
Dr., Belleville, MI   48111-2764 (734) 697-
4500. A Funeral Mass was at 11 a.m. Monday, 
April 3, 2017 at St. Anthony Catholic Church, 
409 W. Columbia Ave., Belleville, with Father 
Thomas H. Cusick as Celebrant.  The family 
greeted guests at church an hour prior to Mass. 
Entombment was in Michigan Memorial Park, 
Flat Rock, MI.
Memorial contributions may be made to 
American Diabetes Association and would be 
greatly appreciated.
www.davidcbrownfh.com 

Helen Sophia Bies

VIRGINIA JEWELL
(January 26, 1937 - March 28, 2017)
Virginia Jewell, age 80, of Whittaker, MI, died 
Tuesday March 28, 2017 at U of M Hospital in 
Ann Arbor with her loving family by her side.  
She was born January 26, 1937 in Creal Springs, 
IL, to Louie and Georgia (Henson) Willard. On 
October 17, 1953 she married William Earl 
Jewell in Whittaker, MI, and he survives. 
Virginia’s love for her grandchildren and great-
grandchildren was evident in the way that she 
spoiled them. She was an avid bowler and 
enjoyed both gardening and crocheting.  Virginia 
was a long-standing breast cancer survivor. The 
family would like to give special thanks to Dr. 
Daniel Hayes at U of M Hospital.
Survivors include her daughter, Wanda (John) 
Monks; grandchildren, Erin (Robert) Bush 
and Sarah Monks (Kiley Deason); great-
grandchildren, Michael and Samantha Bush; 
sister, Shelba (James) Armstrong; brother, 
Jackie (Sharon) Willard; and great grand-dogs, 
Isabel and Cooper.
She was preceded in death by her parents and 
brother Dewey Willard.
Visitation was held at Ochalek-Stark Funeral 
Home, Milan on Friday, March 31, from 2-4 
p.m. and 6-8 p.m. and Saturday, April 1, from 
10 a.m. until time of funeral service at 11 a.m. 
Burial followed at Marble Park Cemetery in 
Milan. Contributions may be made to University 
of Michigan Breast Cancer Center, (https://
leadersandbest.umich.edu/find/#!/give/basket/
fund/304917), Lincoln Consolidated Bands, 
and Plymouth Community Bands.
www.ochalekstark.com

Virginia Jewell

   • Monday, April 10 – Van Buren Public 
Schools Board of Education regular meeting, 7 
p.m., Belleville High School Commons
   • Tuesday, April 11 – Van Buren Township 
Senior Center Endowment Committee at 11 
a.m. Also, VBT Recreation Committee at 5:30 
p.m. Also, Sumpter Township workshop at 6 
p.m. and regular meeting at 6:30 p.m. Also, 
Van Buren Township Board of Appeals meeting 
has been cancelled for lack of agenda. Also, 
Belleville Area District Library Board, 7:30 
p.m.
   • Wednesday, April 12 – Van Buren Township 
Planning Commission, 7:30 p.m.

To build a better world, start in your own community!
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45915 S. I-94 Service Dr., Belleville

10% OFF

HOURS
MON.-THURS. 11AM-10PM

FRI. 11AM - 11PM
SAT. 12PM-11PM
SUN. 12PM-10PM

(734) 699-1550
See our menu online at chinakingbelleville.com

DOUBLE COMBINATION PLATES - $10.00
SINGLE COMBINATION PLATES - $7.25 - $8.00

Any Entree (Includes Carry Out Orders)
or Buffet Purchase Per Person

DINE-IN OR CARRY OUT
Chinese & American Food

BUDWEISER BOTTLES - $2.75, WINE AVAILABLE!

CHINA KING COUPON
COUPON EXPIRES APRIL 30, 2017

Next to the Belleville Post Office

HOTSPOT

LOW COST WELLNESS AND VACCINE CLINIC
WITH DR. JOHN HERMANN D.V.M. 

NO APPOINTMENT REQUIRED                            OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

The Pet Spa 2      970 Sumpter Road in Belleville

The Pet Resort     50425 Bemis Road in Belleville
  
Family Farm and Home     27301 Telegraph Road in Flat Rock

Fluff & Puff Grooming     36628 Goddard Road in Romulus

 For a complete list of clinic locations, dates and times please visit our website
www.mobilevetclinic.biz and click on the link that says upcoming clinics to be taken to 
the monthly calendar or call us @ 313-686-5701 with any questions

CANINE SERVICES
Exam (Eye,Skin,Ear) $21
Rabies Vaccine 1 year $14     Rabies Vaccine 3 year $16
Dhpp with or without Lepto, Corona and Bordatella Vaccine Combo $47
Heartworm Test $19     **prevention available with negative results**
Fecal Test $1
Microchipping $30 (includes registration)
Toe Nail Trim $7
Anal Gland Expression $1
FELINE SERVICES
Exam (Eye,Skin,Ear) $21
RCP (Distemper) & Feline Leukemia Vaccine Combo $ 3
Rabies Vaccine 1 year $1      Rabies 3 year Vaccine $1
Feline Leukemia/Aids Test $38
MIcrochipping $30 (includes registration)
               *******We also carry a wide variety of flea and tick prevention********

The Belleville-Area
Independent New Website
is Now Online! Visit us @ 

bellevilleareaindependent.com

Read The Newspaper 
On The Web!

NOW OPEN!
67 Main Street

never beaten

often licked

699-7188

SAME PRICES!
For the Third Year in a Row!

Belleville
Frosty Boy

Fire Chief
(continued from page 1)
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MICHEA HUFFORD
(November 4, 1975 – April 2, 2017)
Michea Hufford, age 41, of Robert, LA, passed 
away Sunday, April 2, 2017.  He was born 
November 4, 1975 in Ann Arbor, MI, son of 
James Jeffery & Pamela Ellen (Guy) Carter.
He was a member of the Belleville High 
School class of 1994. Michea attended Alpena 
Community College and loved the outdoors. He 
enjoyed dirt bikes, Motocross, four wheelers, 
and cars.  Most of all, he loved music and 
playing and collecting guitars.
He is survived by two children Taylor L. Kraft 
of Bushnell, FL and Melina Hufford of Texas; 
father James Carter of Michigan; grandmother 
ViAnn Banotai of Belleville, MI; two sisters 
Justice J. Carter of Redford, MI and Lacie 
(Sean) Thornton of Traverse City, MI; and 
brother   Joey Carter of Alabama.  He is also 
survived by numerous aunts, uncles, cousins 
and friends.
Michea was preceded in death by brother Jason 
Carter in 2002, grandfather Marvin Banotai in 
2004, and his mother Pam Carter in 2008.
Cremation rites have been accorded. The family 
is planning a gathering and Memorial Service, 
which will be announced soon.
Memorial contributions may be made to 
NAMI-National Alliance on Mental Illness at 
www.nami.org or to American Foundation for 
Suicide Prevention at afsp.org/take-action/give-
a-gift/ and would be greatly appreciated by his 
family.
Arrangements by David C. Brown Funeral 
Home, Belleville. www.davidcbrownfh.com 

Michea Hufford

Obituaries
communities with woman fire chiefs, 
including Grand Rapids, Woodhaven, 
Garden City and Ferndale.
   “I was here when Amy started,” said 
Treasurer Sharry Budd. “I’m glad she 
came back.”
   “I didn’t see her as a woman,” said 
Supervisor McNamara. He said he wants 
to have a premiere fire department and 
Amy fit all of the requirements for that “to 
a T.”
   Clerk Wright said he sat on the selection 
panel and, “All her credential stood out.”
   Trustee White questioned Brow about 
her background and her degrees. She is 
Blue Card certified, which means she can 
teach Blue Card Command Training. She 
said she taught 13 of VBT’s fire fighters the 
Blue Card training system.
   “I believe in a well-equipped and well-
staffed fire department,” said Trustee 
Kevin Martin.
   Trustee Miller asked if Brow had taken a 
grant-writing class and she said she hadn’t 
but she’s always interested in education. 
She said others on the department should 
go with her for the training because you 
always have to be planning for the future.
   “I know the area. I’m not ready to retire,” 
Brow said.
   Trustee Frazier said she realizes Brow 
received higher pay as an assistant chief 
in Ann Arbor than she will get at VBT as 
chief, so it shows that “money is not the 
driving force.”
   When White asked her what she saw as 
her biggest challenge at VBT, Brow said 
it would be the same for any fire chief 
on a paid-on-call department – keeping 
volunteers coming in and wanting to stay 
longer. She said there are some on the 
department who are older and will be 
leaving and she knows they will have to be 
replaced.
   Brow was the first female in the State 
of Michigan to earn the Executive Fire 
Officer certification. She has a MBA in 
Public Administration and a bachelor of 
science in biochemistry/toxicology.
   In addition, she has several professional 
certifications and achievements. She has 
experience in labor management from 
both sides of negotiations, having served 
as union president in Ann Arbor. She 
also has served as a probationary officer, 
lieutenant, training officer, battalion chief, 
and assistant fire chief.
   Her new salary is $78,000.

March 30 transformer 
malfunction starts fire
at National RV in VBT
   At about 10:06 p.m. on Thursday, March 
30, Van Buren Township fire fighters were 
called to the scene of a fire at National 
RV, 44700 North I-94 Service Drive. Fire 
fighters arrived at 10:13 p.m.
   VBT Fire Department Fire Marshal Dave 
McInally said a transformer malfunction 
started a fire that ignited the roof, but fire 
fighters were able to put out the fire before 
it spread.
   He said fire fighters had to wait for DTE, 
but DTE had a team on the ground that was 
ready and by morning the old transformer 
had been replaced.
   On Friday afternoon, National RV had a 
fire sale advertised on its website.
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10200 Railroad Street, Willis, Michigan
(South end of Meridian St, off Willis Rd, Between Rawsonville and Bunton)

(734) 461-1111 willisfeed@att.net
We look forward 
to seeing you soon.

Bunton
Rd

Willis Rd

Meridian St

Rawsonville Rd

Railroad Tracks

•  Garden Seed, Lawn Seed and Lawn Care Products
•  Pond Chemicals and Fish Food
•  Dog and Cat Food
•  Wild Bird and Squirrel Food
•  Certified Organic Products   •  Hay and Straw
•  Poultry Food   •  Horse and Livestock Feed

HOURS:
MON-FRI 9AM-6PM  •  SAT 9AM-5PM

SUN 12PM-4PM

The Willis Feed Mill
Chicks and Ducklings

LIKE US ON

Lutheran Church and Daycare 
7865 Belleville Road 
Belleville, MI 48111 

734-699-5000 

O P E N  A R M S   
2 0 1 7  E A S T E R  S E R V I C E S  

Please join us for service and FREE EGG HUNT EASTER SUNDAY! 
 
 

Palm Sunday  April 9th    10:00am 
Maundy Thursday April 13th 7:00pm 
Good Friday  April 14th 7:00pm 
Easter Sunday  April 16th  10:00am 
    *Egg Hunt to follow service* 

Visit us on the web:     www.openarmscenter.com 

Visit us at our
new location at

48225 Michigan Ave.
Canton, MI 48188

All phone numbers and 
emails remain the same.

Call (734) 697-5544
www.tuckerins.com

WE’VE MOVED!!

www.actionmechanicalheating-cooling.com

$89 PRECISION
TUNE-UP

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   “Belleville used to be a hopping town,” 
said Mary Talaga during Monday’s 
45-minute Belleville City Council meeting. 
“What happened?”
   The council and audience were discussing 
how the Sugar Plum Candy Shop would be 
closing the day before Easter.
   And, Mammoth Video just over the bridge 
is closing.
   Jeff Vernon, who ran Sugar Plum at the 
Our Father’s Child Daycare building on 
South Street, said a candy shop should 
have worked in Belleville, since they did 
well in ten other cities.
   He said Belles Shop is hurting and so 
Sugar Plum will be putting some of their 
coffee in there to sell to try to help.
   Vernon said a lot of people have been 
coming to his shop since they heard it was 
closing – almost enough to keep it open, 
but they won’t.
   He said he was told his shop failed 
because he was too political.
   “What are we going to do?” he said of the 
store closings. “I’ve tried it for three years 
and I’m not done.”
   “I’m going to miss your shop,” Talaga 
said. “I liked going in there.”
   Councilman Tom Fielder said the city 
needs the public to participate in the master 
plan meetings this summer. And, Davenport 
is back on the planning commission agenda 
for April 13 and members of the community 
should come out and participate in the 
decisions.
   Vernon said the community is divided 
down the middle just like the planning 
commission voted 4-4 for the Davenport 
project that would have no retail.
   In his case he said closing down the retail 
was needed to save the service.
   Planning Commissioner Kelly Bates 
said the city should set up some Shop and 
Dine projects to bring people to town. She 
suggested a motto of “Come Across the 
Bridge.”
   Councilman Jesse Marcotte said some 

Belleville council discusses 
store closing downtown

events in Belleville bring people who say 
they have never been here before. Many 
times the shops are closed then and there 
are hopes the people who discovered 
Belleville will come back.
   “We need retail downtown,” said Mayor 
Kerreen Conley, noting that’s why the 
decision was made for the zoning to require 
50% retail. “The library will be a huge 
asset,” she said, referring to the building to 
be constructed on Fourth Street.
   Vernon said people have lots of opinions 
on Facebook, but, “How do you get them 
off Facebook and here” in the council 
meeting room?
   “Face-to-face contact is important,” said 
City Manager Diana Kollmeyer.
   Vernon said a promotion of Belleville is 
going on this week. WCSX radio was at the 
beauty shop next to city hall earlier Monday 
and will be at Sugar Plum on Tuesday, 
Mediterranean Kabob on Wednesday, and 
Pro Hardware on Thursday. 
   In other business at Monday’s meeting, 
the council:
   • Approved the request of Veterans 
of Foreign Wars Post 4434 and Polish 
Legion of American Veterans Post 167 
to sell Buddy Poppies from 5 a.m. to 7 

(continued on page 15)
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*WAC. Certain restrictions apply.

Mohawk
734-513-4108

Joy Road between 
Middlebelt and Inkster

Belleville Manor
734-699-7700

Belleville Road just 1 mile 
north of I-94

Van Buren Estates
734-697-6159
3 miles south of I-94 

at the Rawsonville exit

Up to $2,500 as a credit
when you purchase a select Franklin owned home in 
one	of	our	fine	communities	through	March	31,	2017.*

Call one of our sales associates today or 
visit our website for details on our homes.

FranklinHomeSales.com

We’ll DOUBLE
Your Down Payment!

Got	a	big	holiday	bonus?	Tax	return?	Lottery	winnings?

NOW OPEN: SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY!

ANIMAL MEDICAL CENTER of VAN BUREN
Scott Driscoll, DVM                    Keri Dasher, DVM

491 Sumpter Road, Belleville, MI 48111
734-699-6510

www.amcvanburen.com

734-699-6889

J.C. HONEY, Owner
34 Years Experience

FREE ESTIMATES For The Control of Ants, Bees,
Bed Bugs, Rats, Mice, Roaches, Spiders, & Other Pests.

Senior Discounts
Serving WAYNE COUNTY & Surrounding Areas.

CATCH EM’ WITH...

ANT SEASON
IS HERE!

Commercial &
Residential Service

Specializing In
Carpenter Ant 

Control.

Things to do in the
Belleville area...

   • Saturday, April 8 – You are invited 
to visit the Western Wayne County Quilt 
Guild on the second Saturday of each 
month at 10 a.m. in the Otisville Room at 
Van Buren Township Hall. All levels of 
sewers are welcome and there are lots of 
different projects.
   • Saturday, April 8 – Sumpter Township’s 
Children’s Easter Egg Hunt runs from 
noon to 1 p.m. at Graham Park. Rain 
date is Sunday, April 9. The event is free 
and is put on by the Parks & Recreation 
Commission.
   • Saturday, April 8 – Roast Beef Dinner 
at the Community United Methodist 
Church, 11160 Olive St., Romulus, 5-7 
p.m. Donations: $10 per adult, $4 for 
children 6-12, and free for children 5 and 
under. For carry outs, call (734) 941-0736 
after 5 p.m. www.romcomumc.org
   • Sunday, April 9 – Jay F musical 
performance from 2 to 5 p.m. at September 
Days Senior Center, 46425 Tyler Road, Van 
Buren Township. Free. Information: Mike 
Hoben (734) 260-1170 or Lynette Jordan 
(734) 699-8918.
   • Wednesday, April 12 – Chicken Supper 
from 5 p.m. until sold out at Willow United 
Methodist Church, 36925 Willow Rd., New 
Boston, (734) 654-9020. Carryouts start at 
4:30 p.m. Cost $10 per person; children 

12 and under, $5. Menu: Fried chicken, 
mashed potatoes, green beans, biscuits & 
gravy, cole slaw, dessert, coffee, hot tea, 
milk.
   • Thursday, April 13 – Red Cross 
Blood Drive from 1 to 6:45 p.m. at Trinity 
Episcopal Church, 11575 Belleville Road.
   • Thursday, April 13 – “Community 
Supported Agriculture” is the subject 
of the 7 p.m. Homegrown Knowledge 
presentation at the Belleville Area District 
Library. Alex Ball of Old City Acres 
in Romulus will talk about community 
supported agriculture. Free.
   • Thursday, April 13 – State Rep. Kristy 
Pagan, D-Canton, and Congresswoman 
Debbie Dingell, D-MI-12, will hold a town 
hall meeting from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. at 
Belleville High School to discuss the federal 
healthcare proposal, in addition to proposed 
budget cuts including the Great Lakes 
Restoration Initiative, Meals on Wheels 
and after-school programs. Questions will 
be taken. RSVP to kristypagan@house.
mi.gov .
   • Friday, April 14 – At 9 a.m. at Elizabeth 
Park in Trenton and at 11 a.m. at Nankin 
Mills county park in Westland, a helicopter 
will drop more than 20,000 marshmallows 
to the children below. Children will gather 
as many as possible and turn them in for a 
prize. A special colored egg will be among 
what is dropped, which can earn another 
prize. For more information call Wayne 
County parks at (734) 261-1990 or visit 
www.parks.waynecounty.com .

*Some restrictions apply. Contact Perspective Eyecare for details.

Dr. Robert Kennedy, O.D.
11824 Belleville Road
Belleville, MI 48111

734.699.1010

perspectiveeyecare.com

FREE
Polycarbonate lens material upgrade with  

purchase of all prescription sunwear  

($99 value), or $20 off all Plano Sunwear.

OAKLEY RAYBAN

POLAROID

NINE WEST

NAUTICA

JIMMY CHOO

VERA BRADLEY

KATE  
SPADE

FENDI

COLE HAANZAC POSEN

AND MANY MORE!
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More Letters

SERVING BELLEVILLE & SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN!

Visit us @ www.barnettroofing.com

41700 MICHIGAN AVE. – CANTON

Roofing • Siding • Flat Roofs
Tear-Offs & Re-Roofs

Gutters &
Gutter Protection Systems

Licensed & Insured
FREE ESTIMATES!

We have an A+ rating on Angie’s List
and with the Better Business Bureau!

CALL (734) 397-8122

OVER 50 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

Community Easter Egg Hunt 
S a t u r d a y  A p r i l  8 ,  2 0 1 7  

1 0 : 0 0 a m  
 

 Separate areas for all ages 
 Join us for WORSHIP on Sunday at 10:00am 

7865 Belleville Road 
Belleville, MI 48111 

734-699-5000 
www.openarmscenter.com 

with Bob Mytych

Minding
Your Business

   Rains Landscaping of nearby New Bos-
ton provides spring cleanup services, full 
tree service, and many other related outdoor 
needs. Call Brett Hughes at (313) 717-9097 
or Mary Rains at (734) 552-9029. 

***
   Romulus Auto Group and Belleville Auto 
Supply serve the tri-community as Auto Val-
ue Parts Stores featuring engine parts, per-
formance parts, truck parts, marine items, 
express delivery service, custom hydraulic 
hoses, tools and more. Call the Belleville 
location in the Davenport Industrial Plaza 
at (734) 697-3151 or either Romulus loca-
tions on Goddard Road (734) 941-1727 or 
Middlebelt Road at (734) 722-3980. 

***
   The folks over at Honey Pest Control 
have more than 34 years of experience in 
the control of ants, bees, rats, mice, roaches, 
spiders, and other pests. Owners John and 
Joan Honey are licensed and insured and of-
fer free estimates and senior discounts. Call 
(734) 699-6889. 

***
   R. Dixon & Son Lawn Service Inc. of-
fer residential and commercial lawn service 
and maintenance, storm, and spring cleanup. 
Call Randall at (734) 891-7212. 

***
   The Belleville Central Business Commu-
nity will present Flop E Bunny Candy Hunt 
on Saturday, April 15, beginning at 12:15 
with candy hunts for toddlers to 3 years old, 
12:30 p.m. for 4 to 5 year-olds, 12:45 p.m. 
for 6-7 year-olds, and 1 p.m. for kids 8 to 
10 years old. Free framed pictures with Flop 
E Bunny will be provided by April Warner 
photography, from noon to 2 p.m., and hot 
dogs and drinks will be for sale from 11 
a.m. to 2 p.m., sponsored by CAF-5. Special 
thanks to the Genisys Credit Union, Friends 
of Michigan Animals Rescue, and Tucker 
Insurance for sponsorships. See the CBC’s 
ad in today’s paper.

***
   Our Father’s Child Care and Sugar Plum 
Candy Shop is inviting everyone to its Earth 
Day Community Celebration on Friday, 
April 21, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. at 111 South 
Street. There will be giveaways, light snacks, 
beverages, and information and items for 
sale from Garden Fantasy, Moore Infra-
red, Belleville Chamber, 7th Day Adventist 
Church, Belleville Police, Belles Resale, 
Belleville Area District Library, Raindrop 
Therapy, US Ecology, and Wayne County 
Community College. Call (734) 325-6353 
for more info. Earth Day is April 22. 

***
   Congratulations to everyone at the David 
C. Brown Funeral Home as they celebrate 
their 35th anniversary of serving the tri-
community and to Martin & Son Auto Re-
pair on Sumpter Road for celebrating 60 
years of business. That is amazing.

***
   Life-Line health screening for stroke pre-

vention will be coming to the September 
Days Senior Center at Van Buren Township 
Hall tomorrow, April 7. The package of tests 
costs $149 and includes five screenings: ca-
rotid artery, heart rhythm, abdominal aortic 
aneurysm, peripheral arterial disease, and 
osteoporosis risk assessment. Pre-registra-
tion is required. Call 1-800-364-0457. Prior-
ity code is FDSC-019.

***
   I learned this week that the new Outlets 
of Michigan mall that was supposed to be 
built and opening this year in Romulus off 
I-94 is no longer coming. Tanger Outlets, 
the owners of the proposed 80-unit retail 
center, couldn’t get enough tenants on board 
and didn’t meet the project’s timeline re-
quirements. The 35 acres will go back on 
the market.

***
Do you have a business item you would like 
to see in this column? Call Bob Mytych at 
(734) 699-9020 with your suggestion. There 
is no cost to be in this column.

Solar Farms would be 
great in Sumpter Twp.
To the Editor:
   I recently submitted this letter to the 
Sumpter Township board.   They have 
requested feedback on the possibility of 
having solar farms in Sumpter Township.  I 
thought you might like to publish the letter 
in your newspaper for others to read and 
think about.  Thanks!
Here is the letter:

   As our community progresses into the 
21st century and the world changes rapidly 
around us and our families, we need to take 
a close look at decisions that affect that 
world and our children and grandchildren.
   One important aspect to look at is how 
energy is generated. Old forms of energy 
generation such as coal burning, garbage 

incineration, and nuclear energy are fading 
into the past with the damage they cause to 
the environment and high costs.
   New forms such as the large wind farms 
up north and solar are stepping in to fill the 
gap and provide clean energy to everyone. 
I think that supporting this change should 
be a priority for our community and 
that the Board should promptly pass an 
ordinance allowing solar farms as well as 
making permitting for them streamlined 
and straightforward.
   Solar energy is good because it creates 

jobs and gives the community a local 
source of energy. One solar farm will not 
directly create many jobs, but if we do 
our part like other communities are (large 
solar arrays are in Monroe, and planned in 
Augusta Township, among many others) 
then jobs will come and stay.
   I personally work in the solar industry 
supporting my family doing repairs and 
installations and have for over seven 
years. Having energy available right in our 
township will help with power outages in 

(continued on page 14)
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Same Day Denture Repair
Snap on Smiles

Lumineers / Bleaching /
Bonding / Extractions / Fillings / Root Canals

Healthy Kids & Healthy Adults

Accurate Dental Denture Inc.
QUALITY CARING SERVICE AT AFFORDABLE PRICES

FOR ADULTS & CHILDREN
CROWNS / PARTIALS / DENTURES

(SOFT AND FLEXIBLE)

734-697-5477
781 Sumpter Rd. Belleville

Accuratedentalco@aol.com

Most Insurances Accepted

2 Day Dentures
Available

Quality Dentures at
Affordable Prices
SENIOR DISCOUNTS

COMPLETE DENTURE 
WITH COUPON

$39999

Now Accepting Blue Cross Complete,
United Health, Dentaquest & Medicaid!

EACH

Hours:
Monday - Saturday  6am – 10pm

 Sunday  7am – 9pm

734-697-1000
9624 Belleville Rd.

Belleville, MI

www.leosconeyisland.com With Beverage Purchase
No Coupon Needed!

$200

OFF
Your Entire Bill

of $20 or More
With coupon. Not to be 

combined with any other 
offer or discount.

BAI

10%
OFF

Your Entire Bill
With coupon. Not to be 

combined with any other 
offer or discount.

BAI

D A I L Y  D I N N E R  S P E C I A L S     
SUNDAY -- TURKEY &
             MEATLOAF DINNERS

MONDAY -- PORK STEAK

TUESDAY -- SIZZLING SKILLETS

                       ASK YOUR SERVER

WEDNESDAY -- ITALIAN NIGHT

THURSDAY -- POLISH DINNERS

FRIDAY -- AYCE FISH - $9.49
SATURDAY -- CHEF’S CHOICE

4 P.M. TO
9 P.M.

BREAKFAST SPECIALS

MONDAY - FRIDAY
6am - 11am

Starting at only $2.79

LIVE MUSIC
GUITARIST

NATHAN SWEET
Tuesdays

6–8:30 p.m.

CLOWN
FACE PAINTING

& BALLOONS
Mondays
6–8 p.m.

MAGICIAN
TABLE
MAGIC

Thursdays
6–8:30 p.m.

HELP WANTED!!
Now Hiring Experienced 

Servers & Cooks. Apply In 
Person. Monday – Friday,

3 p.m. – 5 p.m.

DOG VACCINE CLINIC
with Dr. Craiger

Sunday 4/9/2017 from
1 pm to 4 pm (cash only)

Rabies* $15
DHPP $20
DHPP-L4 $25

*1yr vaccine unless proof
of previous vaccine is provided.

AT:  19435 Sumpter Rd., Ste. 2

Give it up for Bella B who 
just when we thought we 
had her figured out pulled a 
360 and turned herself into a 
totally nice cat! To our delight, 
Bella B surprised us with a 
dramatic personality change 
we never saw coming. After 
being returned to the shelter, 
Bella B did not settle in well 
and only seemed to feel rotten. 
She refused to let us love on 
her and hid behind a mask of 
fear with a growl, hiss or swipe 
ready if you got near. We had 
just resigned ourselves to the 
fact that she would be with 
us for good when changing 
her environment produced a 
miracle to our cheer. Bella B 
now resides in the Senior Cat 
room which is a calmer, low 
traffic room that makes her 
feel safe enough to be her true 
lap-loving, affectionate self. 
She now enjoys attention and 
will even climb up on a lap to 
cuddle and get some gentle 
pets when people pay her a 
visit. Bella B will probably 
need some time to adjust 
to new home and definitely 
needs a tranquil environment 
to maintain her pleasant 
side but with some patience 
and understanding we have 
no doubt this special kitty 
will make a very rewarding 
furry friend. She’s spayed, 
vaccinated, tested neg. for 
FeLuk/FIV and micro-chipped.   
Call Friends of Michigan 
Animals Rescue at
734-461-9458 or visit our 
website fmar1.org for  more 
information.

“BELLA B”

ORPHAN
OF THE

WEEK

Winner of the Belleville SOUP competition 
on March 29 was the New Tech team made 
up of Belleville High School sophomores 
presenting a plan for Blessing Bags. Team 
members were presented with a $500 
check from the Belleville Downtown 
Development Authority to get their project 
going. From left are Belleville Mayor 

Kerreen Conley, Trinity Campbell, Corbin 
Fields, Nia Smith, Katelynn Tripp, DDA 
chairwoman Rosemary Loria, and New 
Tech director Scott Wilsey. Blessing Bags 
were inspired by the information that 63% 
of children in Wayne County qualify for 
free and reduced lunches at school. The 
bags will contain personal necessities, 

including toothbrushes, toothpaste, toilet 
paper, etc., and will be distributed with 
help of churches just before Christmas. 
Other teams presented Belleville Ball-
Out, Tiger Wash, and Live Entertainment. 
Each team presented its project and then 
those attending the dinner voted for their 
favorites.
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More Letters
(continued from page 12)

EXPRESS TIRE
AND AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

10625 Belleville Road, Belleville, MI 48111  (734) 697-2424

Ask About Rebates on Select Tires.

We Accept Competitor’s Coupons.

HOURS:
MONDAY – FRIDAY
8 A.M. – 6 P.M.

SATURDAYS
8 A.M. – 2 P.M.

… AND MANY OTHER TIRE BRANDS
AT COMPETITIVE PRICES

America’s Tire Since 1900

THE NEXT REVOLUTION IN TIRES

BEST TIRE
PRICES AROUND,
PERIOD!
WE WILL BEAT ANY WRITTEN 

PRICE ON A SET OF TIRES!*

Come In And See Marty With
Your Best Written Price Today!

*Some Tire Sizes/Styles Not Available.

OIL CHANGE
SPECIAL!

$2495*

Includes synthetic blend up 
to 5 quarts, filter, 25 point 
inspection, battery test,

coolant test, etc.
*By appointment only.

Add a tire rotation for an
 additional $10.

APPLY 
TODAY! 

*

     EXPRESS TIRE

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

1234
 5678

 9000
 0001

JOHN Q PUBLIC      02/02/2018

SAME AS 
CASH FOR
6 MONTHS
*Minimum of $199

FOR ADDITIONAL DISCOUNT COUPONS, VISIT WWW.EXPRESSTIRE.COM

“WE’RE A FULL SERVICE PHARMACY”

(734) 699-2228
10824 Belleville Rd.  Belleville, MI 48111

Hours: Mon-Fri: 9am-7pm • Sat: 9am-3pm • Sun: Closed

FREE DELIVERY!

NOW OFFERING IMMUNIZATIONS!

$5 In Store Merchandise Credit 
With Any New or

Transferred Prescription
With Coupon • Limit 1 Per Person • HealthSmart Pharmacy Coupon

FREE
BOTTLE OF

ASPIRIN OR TYLENOL

CALL FOR
DETAILS
*With Valid Prescription.

Limit 1 Per Customer.
HealthSmart Pharmacy Coupon.

BAI

BAI

HealthSmart
Pharmacy

“Your Prescription For Good Health”

the future and provide electricity when we 
most need it -- on hot sunny summer days 
when all of our air conditioners are running 
full blast.
   Our current primary source of energy is 
from the large coal-burning power plant 
in Monroe, as well as the adjacent nuclear 
plant Fermi II. The coal plant is now 44 
years old and is the 11th-biggest releaser of 
carbon dioxide (which is the main cause 
of climate change) and the nation’s largest 
releaser of toxic arsenic into a nearby 
waterway (Lake Erie). Fermi II is 32 years 
old and we are within one mile of their 
10-mile radius called a “Protective Action 
Area” that would be heavily affected in the 
case of an accident or meltdown. Both of 
these energy sources are outdated and our 
community can help provide clean energy 
to replace a portion of their outputs.
   Solar farms look nice, much nicer than 
some properties around that are strewn with 
broken rusting vehicles and dilapidated 
buildings and trash. Their simple lines and 
elegance show passersby that we are on-
board with the future, and that our township 
is the place to be. There are already at least 
seven solar installations in the community 
(one on my roof just north of the township 
hall) and we all love the free energy we get 
from the systems as well as the reduced 
environmental impact they create, both for 
my children as well as everyone around.

   Please pass an ordinance that allows solar 
farms as well as streamlines the permitting 
process for them. Feel free to reach out to 
me for any information or help I can offer. 
I could assist with technical advice or other 
information. Sumpter Township is a great 
community with strong leadership. It’s 
time to lead us into the future.
Matthew Kadwell
Systems Integrator
NABCEP industry certified
Sumpter Solar Services, LLC.
22678 Sumpter Rd.
Belleville, MI 48111

cell (734) 512-7508
matt@sumptersolarservices.com

Girlstown can benefit 
from Art Van Challenge
   Guiding Harbor/Girlstown is participating 
in the on-line Art Van Charity Challenge 
April 4-25. The Challenge will donate 
$180,000 in grants to charities that focus 
on women, children and human services.
   Guiding Harbor will keep all contributions, 
but the top five charities, in terms of 
monetary support, are eligible for up to 
$100,000 from Art Van.
   To donate, google Art Van Charity 
Challenge 2017 and choose “Girlstown 
Foundation” or use the Guiding Harbor 
Facebook page for a link to the Challenge.  
As a 501(c)(3) charity, donations made to 
the organization are tax deductible.
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City Council
(continued from page 10)

“If you find yourself in a hole, stop digging.” 
– Will Rogers

The Belleville Central Business Community
Presents

FLOP E BUNNY
CANDY HUNT

VICTORY PARK
 at FIVE POINTS

Candy Hunt Schedule

12:15 p.m.--------------- Toddler to 3 years old
12:30 p.m.--------------- 4 to 5 years old
12:45 p.m.--------------- 6 to 7 years old
1:00 p.m. ---------------- 8 to 10 Years old

Framed pictures with Flop E Bunny
By April Warner Photography

12 Noon to 2:00 p.m.
No Charge

11am-2pm   Hotdogs & drinks
sponsored by CAF5 -  $

Saturday, April 15, 2017

DINE and DRINK
Applebee’s

Benito’s Pizza
Bayou Grill

Captain Nemo’s
Egan’s Pub

Hidalgo Authentic Mexican
Jet’s Pizza

Johnny’s on the Lake
Kabob Garden Mediterranean

Lakeview Tavern
Leo’s Coney Island

Lunch Box
Sam’s Place
Tim Hortons

Twisted Rooster

SHOP and BE PAMPERED
Antiques on Main

Belle’s Local Artists and Resale
Edrice Luv Collection

Crafted:  Modern Handmade
Garden Fantasy on Main

Sugar Plum Candy Shoppe
Tiffany Q

Photography by Shannon
Denny’s/ One Hott Hair Salon
Kutz Barber and Beauty Shop

Platinum Luxe Beauty Co
Styling Senter/Gingi’s Massage

Team Designs
Threads and Treasures

Shop
and Dine
LOCAL!
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Dos Pesos
Mexican Restaurant

www.dospesosmexicanrestaurant.com

11800 Belleville Rd.
697-5777

OPEN 7 DAYS!

Mon. – Thurs. 11 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Friday  11 a.m. – 10 p.m.
Saturday  12 Noon – 10 p.m.
Sunday  12 Noon – 8 p.m.

COCKTAILS CARRY OUTS

Sumpter Township Parks & Recreation Presents:

FREE! WITH THE
EASTER BUNNY!

CHILDREN’S
EASTER EGG HUNT

Saturday, April 8th

12 Noon – 1 p.m.
at Graham Park

Egg Hunts by Age Group
Rain Date is Sunday, April 9th, 12 Noon – 1 p.m.

p.m. May 11-13 at several locations along 
Main Street, mainly at Five Points, to earn 
funds for worthy causes in the community. 
Representative Rick Dawson said VFW 
members are helping to cook food for the 
food truck Pete Cornell is taking downtown 
to disseminate to people in need;
   • Discussed a suggestion by Ruth Kessell 
and Kelly Bates to start a community 
garden in the bare space at Village Park 
next to Victoria Commons. Kessell said 
she would help. Bates described straw 
bale gardening which is becoming popular. 
Bates also spoke of her experience with 
community gardens and that she was 
master of ceremonies when the community 
garden opened in Westland seven years 
ago. Vernon suggested the soil be tested. 
Councilman Jack Loria suggested the park 
committee – Fielder and Vernon – look 
into the project. Fielder said that area was 
a cornfield before Victoria Commons was 
built;
   • Heard Dawson comment on how much 
the veterans enjoyed having Belleville 
Police Officer Sarah Dzagulones attend 
the Bugles Across America at the Veterans’ 
Monument on High Street last Sunday;
   • Heard City Manager Kollmeyer say two 
new police officers and the new person in 
the treasurer’s office will be present at the 
next meeting to be introduced;
   • Heard Councilman Fielder say that the 
quilt show at the museum during the month 

of March had the largest turnout ever, 
despite the fact it was closed four days due 
to the power outage;
   • Heard Mayor Conley report she talked 
to Van Buren Township Supervisor Kevin 
McNamara about the CDBG grant for all 
three communities for rehabilitation for 
low income housing. More work is needed 
in VBT and Sumpter Township and the city 
is not able to meet some of the guidelines. 
The grant will be shared as needed, she 
said;
   • Heard Mayor Conley report DTE will 
be doing tree trimming in the city over the 
next three weeks;
   • Heard Fire Chief Brian Loranger report 
the Boot Drive for Autism Awareness over 
the week end raised $3,437; and
   • Approved accounts payable of 
$113,848.30 and the following purchases 
in excess of $500: to TNT Tree Service, 
$3,300, and Upright Fence Inc., $1,031, 
both to repair storm damage at the cemetery 
(insurance check has arrived to reimburse 
the city); to Wise Technologies, $753.75 
and $675 for computer services; to Alpha 
Psych Services, $695 for new police hire 
evaluation; to CMP Distributors, $630.75 
for bullet-proof vest for police; and to 
Comfort Inn Conference Center and others 
$586.40 for travel expenses for MAMC 
training for the clerk, who has completed 
her first year of training as municipal clerk, 
with two more years left to go.
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“No man has a good enough memory to 
be a successful liar.”

– Abraham Lincoln

PLUMBING • SEWER
DRAINS • HANDYMAN
Gutters Cleaned & 

Power Washing Too!
CALL US!

Local To The
Belleville Area. Call
(313) 740-6276. 

Ask For Bill.

SERVICESSERVICES

FREE ESTIMATES ON:
 Cutting & Dethatching
 Spring/Fall Clean Up
 Lawn Aeration
 Landscaping & Brick Paving
 Shrub Maintenance
 Mulch Replacement
 Power Washing

MENTION AD FOR SPECIAL OFFER!

A&J LAWN SERVICE

(734) 796-7408
Birthdays

Home Improvement & 
Handyman Service

Painting, Drywall, Carpentry, 
Electrical, Plumbing,

Ceramic Tile, Kitchens & Bath.
Serving Belleville Since 

1995. Call Aaron Schultz 
@ 734-740-0628

M.D. APPLIANCE
SERVICE

Refrigerators • Washers 
Dryers • Ranges
$20 House Call

Phone (734) 782-3354

SERVICES

MANUFACTURED HOMES FOR SALE

Belleville Manor
734-699-7700

Belleville Road just 1 mile north of I-94
Van Buren Estates

734-697-6159
3 miles south of I-94 at the Rawsonville exit

Mohawk
734-513-4108

Joy Road between 
Middlebelt and Inkster

*WAC. Certain restrictions apply. Offer ends 3-31-17.

We’ll
DOUBLE

your down payment!
Got a big holiday bonus?

Tax return? Lottery winnings?
Up to $2500 credit

when you purchase a select Franklin owned 

through March 31, 2017.*
Call one of our sales associates today or 
visit our website for details on our homes.

FranklinHomeSales.com

HELP WANTED

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

HELP WANTED
Seasonal workers for the DNR 

Belleville Lake Boating Access Sites.  
Tasks include site maintenance, 

sales of Recreation Passports and 
customer service. Candidates must 
successfully pass and background 

check and drug screen. 
Applications available at

www.michigan.gov/dnr  -
DNR Jobs/Seasonal Workers.  

For information, contact Maybury 
State Park (248) 349-8390.

Kropf home in the senior section of Belle Villa Lake for 
sale. Clean, 2 bedrooms and a possible 3rd. Or could be 
used as an office/craft room. One full bath with two large 
sinks and one half bath off the big master bedroom. Large 
octagon shaped living room. Screened in porch on one 
side and covered patio on the other side. View of pond 
from front windows and a walk way beside the patio, so 
only one house nearby. Many extras. Must see.

734-697-2766   $19,500.00

FOR SALE

Thorough Preparation
Work Myself.

Over 25 Years Experience.
FREE ESTIMATES

QUALITY PAINTING

(248) 225-7165

ALL LEATHER beige sofa &
matching chair. Quality leather, great 
condition, goes well with any style.
(734) 697-9612                                                     04/06

------------
OLD MILITARY LONG GUNS for 
sale. Call (734) 699-4438 between 
12 noon- 6pm.                          04/13

------------
4 SETS of twin beds w/under drawers, 
$250ea. Corporate oval table & 10 chairs.
Call (313) 330-5598                             04/13

------------
CUB CADET Rear Tine Tiller,
excellent condition, $500. 6’ Rotary Tiller,
3-point hitch, hardly used, $1,200.  
3-point posthole digger, $400. Welding
torch w/gauge & cart, full tank, 
$400.  (734) 697-2135                 04/20

------------

PRIVATE OWNER. 2002 SATURN 3-door 
coupe. Low miles, 5-speed transmission, 
full power, showroom condition, $2,950. 
2003 PONTIAC GRAND AM, 4-door, low 
miles. Immaculate condition, no rust, new 
tires & wheels.  $2,850.  (734) 695-0819     04/06

------------

------------
3-BEDROOM HOMES for sale. Lot 
rent under $400. In-house financing 
available if you qualify. Call Melanie 
(734) 777-6555                             04/27

------------

NEW GLASSES found on W. Huron River 
Dr., in the area of Lake Pointe Pass. Call 
the Independent at (734) 699-9020  04/13

------------

WANTED – ANY SIZE MEN’S  JEANS 
for the homeless. Please drop off at 
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Drive. 
(734) 697-5600                              TFN

------------
WANTED – SMALL CONTAINERS
of shampoo, toothpaste, etc. to take 
to homeless in Detroit. Drop off at 
Bladez‘s, 601 E. Huron River Dr.
(734) 697-5600                         TFN

------------
FREE PICKUP OF UNWANTED
appliances, lawn equipment, bicycles 
& any type of scrap metal. Call John 
(734) 644-4008                        04/20

------------
H & W TOWING. Top $ cash paid 
for junk vehicles. Free towing. 
(734) 223-5581                        05/04

------------

VEHICLE FOR SALE

FOUND

WANTED

HOME TO SHARE in Belleville. 
No smoking or pets. Fully furnished
including utilities, cable & internet. 
$450/mo. (248) 277-1080                  04/13

------------

FOR RENT

------------
LOCAL HANDYMAN – SOME Jobs too
LARGE – NO JOB too SMALL.
Resiential Power Washing.
LICENSED & REFERENCES.
(734) 765-9224           TFN

------------
ARE YOU LOOKING for a light house 
keeper?  Someone to run errands?  Please 
call Jeanette (734) 320-3474                  04/06

------------

------------
DEPENDABLE LAWN SERVICE
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL. 
Lawn cutting – Aerating – Mulch - Shrub 
Trimming - Spring Clean-up - Power
Raking - Sod & Seeding. (734) 587-2410 
or (734) 693-4712                       9/28

------------
WE BUY MICHIGAN HOUSES FAST 
all cash! Close on the date of your choice.  
(734) 325-4027                                  05/25

------------

WEEKLY LAWN CUTTING. Will 
beat all prices. 25 years’ experience. 
(734) 796-4001                                               04/27

------------

------------
AREA TRAINEE for local Real
Estate Firm. For appointment call
(734) 697-1800                             TFN

------------
CAPTAIN NEMO’S Belleville is hiring.
Must be over 18. No calls. Apply at
144 3rd Street.                         TFN

------------
NEED IMMEDIATELY: Office worker
& home health aides. For interview 
contact Golden Home Health Care.
(734) 697-0888                                              04/20

------------
DRIVERS WANTED at Michigan Bulk 
Cement. CDL-A with NT endorsement. 
Experience preferred. (248) 676-9863 or 
fax (248) 676-9864                              06/15

------------
DRIVERS: Local & Regional, No-Touch
Openings! $3,000 Sign-on Bonus!
Excellent Pay, Comprehensive Benefits 
& More! 2yrs CDL-A Experience. Call 
Penske Logistics: 855-582-4441         04/27

------------
GENERAL LABOR. Over 18, parts sales 
& equipment set-up. Apply in Person: All 
Seasons, 8124 Belleville Road.             04/27

------------

   April 1 – Joanne Posegay   
   April 9 – Tina Brooks Green
   April 10 – George Roman
   April 12 – Pat Richards, David Parrott
   April 13 – Dina Millard Dunt, Heather 
McArthur
   April 22, Elliot Sala, Sarah Atwood

Do you have a birthday in April? Does anyone 
you know have a birthday soon? Call the 
Independent at 699-9020 and let us know. We’ll 
list it in this column ASAP following your call. 
There is no charge.
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More Letters

841 Sumpter Rd., Belleville, MI 48111

Business & Corporation Taxes Also Completed

LOCATED IN OLD SECRETARY OF STATE PLAZA

THE CLOCK IS TICKING!
 

APRIL 18TH IS AROUND THE CORNER
 

DON’T LET UNCLE SAM  PENALIZE YOU.
 

CALL TODAY FOR AN APPOINTMENT 
734-732-4554

47038 Hull Rd., Van Buren Twp.

Spacious 3 Bedroom 2 Bath Ranch on 
almost 6 Acres.  2 Car Garage.

35’ x 30’  3 Car Garage.  Eat in Kitchen.  
Formal Dining Room. Cathedral Ceiling

in Great Room w/natural Fireplace.
Maintenance Free Exterior.

THE VESCHE TEAM
Jane and Ron Vesche
Multi-Million Dollar Producers
Ron 734-740-3913
Jane 734-740-4165
rvesche@cbwm.com
jvesche@cbwm.com

Coldwell Banker
Weir Manuel
177 N. Main St.
Suite 100
Plymouth, MI
48170

THIS IS COUNTRY LIVING

SO
LD

They’re reading the Independent
everywhere

   Reading their Independent on a recent trip to Steamboat Springs, CO, are, from left, 
34th District Court Judge David Parrott, Cindy Petersen, Jennifer Kelley and Byron 
Kelley.
   You, too, are invited to submit a photo of you reading the Independent in an exotic 
location. Please include the name and address of the person you wish to get the free 
subscription when it is printed. Include your phone number if you want us to let you 
know just before goes in the paper. A person may use this offer to get a total of two 
free subscriptions – and no more.
   If you aren’t going to an exotic location, just send us $30 for postage to an address inside 
Michigan or $35 out of state, and we’ll provide mail delivery of the Independent so you won’t 
miss a single, exciting issue.

VBT trustees need to let
full-time officers work
To the Editor:
   I am sharing the letter I wrote to Van Buren 
Township Supervisor Kevin McNamara:

Supervisor McNamara,
   At the work/study today [April 3] it was 
apparent that several trustees may not have 

yet grasped the role of the three elected 
officials who are charged with managing 
the day to day business of the township -- 
and this would apply to Mr. Delany, also.
   Though the entire board must approve the 
final selection of the Township Fire Chief 
it seems absurd that anyone else would 
interject themselves into this process. The 
three elected officers must follow the 
mandated selection process and the four 
trustees then provide oversight and each 
have a final vote in the hiring decision. 
Mr. Delaney is not in any way part of this 
important procedure.

   As for Trustee White, he somehow 
felt obligated to ask seemingly obvious 
questions of the applicant, most of which 
had already been asked and answered in 
the fact sheets that were disseminated to 
the board members for their consideration. 
The only points he didn’t inquire about 
was what elementary school the applicant 
had attended and who was her first grade 
teacher!
   Following that shallow example, Trustee 
Frazier tried to make it seem pertinent that 
the applicant was the first female to be 
considered for the leadership position of 
the Van Buren Township Fire Department. 
Since this is now the 21st Century, and for 
decades women have held major roles in 
both government and the private sector, it’s 
time that people stop referring to gender, 
race, age, or religious preferences when the 
emphasis should be strictly confined to the 
person’s qualifications.
   I have four daughters of my own and I 
certainly wouldn’t want them to receive 
any accolades simply for being females; 
how condescending would that be? Surely 
that couldn’t have been a factor in the final 
decision to consider hiring this candidate?
   Thank you for your time and I hope you’ll 
have a meaningful influence on the few 
individuals who seem to want to be in the 
spotlight continuously. You might remind 
Mr. Delaney, “One has to be on the stage in 
order to be in the play.”
 
CeJay Marshall
Van Buren Township

That’s no way
to treat an animal
To the Editor:
   As an animal lover, I tend to notice every 
animal on the side of the road that has been 
hit. Last week I noticed what looked like a 
guinea pig on the side of the I-94 freeway 
(not alive). I thought that was rather odd at 
the time and saw it again a few days later 
when driving to work. Now a week later I 
saw another (dead) one on the shoulder of 
US23.  
   What kind of person tosses any animal 
from a moving vehicle because
they no longer want to take care of it?  What 
kind of example is that for children? When 
you are tired of taking care of something 
or have no use for it to discard it in such a 
cruel way instead of taking it to a humane 
society or attempting to find a better home 
for it?
   What a pathetic person to treat an animal 
like that. I can’t be the only person who 
noticed these guinea pigs.   I would have 
gladly taken them. They did not deserve to 
be discarded on a freeway or any road like 
that.
   It was not funny. It was a cruel thing to 
do to an innocent pet. I believe it is also a 
felony now to abuse an animal.

Susan Morgan

Protect health coverage 
for cancer patients
To the Editor:
   As Congress considers the future of the 
Affordable Care Act, it is critically impor-
tant that cancer patients, survivors, and 
those at risk of the disease do not face any 
gap in coverage of prevention and treat-
ment.
   American Cancer Society research has 
shown that the uninsured and underinsured 
are more likely than those with insurance 
to be diagnosed with cancer at its more ad-
vanced stages when treatment is more ex-
pensive and patients are more likely to die 
from the disease.
   More than 30 million people including 

many cancer patients and survivors now 
have insurance thanks to the current law. 
Any changes to the law should stabilize 
and hopefully increase the number of in-
sured Americans.
   Representative Debbie Dingell, Senator 
Gary Peters and Senator Debbie Stabenow, 
thank you for taking cancer patients, survi-
vors, and their families into account as you 
consider proposals to change the current 
health care law and for working to ensure 
men and women affected by cancer have 
continuous access to meaningful health in-
surance.
   In the coming days and weeks, I hope the 
three of you will urge your colleagues in 
Congress to do the same.

Sue Wade, Van Buren Township
American Cancer Society Cancer Action 
Network
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KAREN’S
PLACE

A Salon
For Everyone

36968 Huron River Drive
New Boston, Michigan
Appointments & Walk-ins Welcome
734-753-9130

OPEN: Tues.– Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-3

YOUR SAFETY IS OUR PRIORITY!

BAI

Open Monday – Friday  8am - 6pm • Saturday  9am - 1pm

STOP IN AND ASK ABOUT 
OUR PREMIUM SERPENTINE 

BELT SPECIAL STARTING
AT $5999 (Most Cars)

DISC BRAKE SPECIAL
PREMIUM PADS & ROTORS, INCLUDES 
LABOR, STARTING AT $225 OR LESS!

Most Cars. Restrictions Apply.
WITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 4-30-17

W. Columbia Ave. E. Columbia Ave.

Main St. E. Huron River D
r.

Sum
pter R

d.
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SENIORS, VETERANS &
ACTIVE MILITARY TAKE

10% OFF YOUR TOTAL BILL
WITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 4-30-17

WINDOWS TINTED
WEDNESDAYS

CALL FOR APPOINTMENT
(734) 363-1608

A+ Rating with
YOUR HEATING & COOLING FAMILY

For Free Estimates, Call
(313) 381-2800

20740 Ecorse Road, Taylor, MI 48180

Have You Been Turned
Down for Credit? WE CAN HELP!

Credit Problems? Bankruptcy?
NO PROBLEM

We can design a system and budget plan just for you.

180 Days Same As Cash
6 Mo. 0% Interest

No Payments

Furnace Installed
$1650

10 year parts and labor

as low as SUPER HIGH
EFFICIENCY

FAMILY OWNED FOR OVER 37 YEARS!

Furnace Installed
$1075as low as HIGH

EFFICIENCY

VISIT US AT OUR 3 LOCATIONS!

Romulus Auto
Supply Group

 Express Delivery Service      Small Engine Parts
 Fleet Supply Accounts       Performance Parts
 On-Line Orders        Marine Items
 Heavy Duty & Truck Parts     Tools & Repair Equipment
 Custom Hydraulic Hoses       Recycle Exchanged Batteries

 Drums & Rotors Machining

Romulus
Auto Supply

36640 Goddard Road
Romulus, MI  48174

Phone: 734-941-1727

Romulus
Auto Supply II

6800 Middlebelt Road
Romulus, MI  48174

Phone: 734-722-3980

Belleville
Auto Supply

321 Industrial Park Drive
Belleville, MI  48111

Phone: 734-697-3151

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   Burnham Flowers Insurance Group 
presented a premium of $131,440 to the 
Sumpter Township Board of Trustees for 
township insurance coverage for its new 
fiscal year that begins April 1.
   At its regular meeting March 28, Larry 
Clever said over the last couple of years 
Burnham Flowers has returned a dividend 
of over $10,000 and provided a grant of 
$10,000 to the township.
   Clever said in 2007, Burnham Flower’s 
first year with the township, the insurance 
premium was $222,497.
   He said the reduction in premium comes 
from the township’s efforts on losses, 
what they own, and management of the 
community.
   “Obviously you are doing something 
right,” Clever said. “This is very unusual.
   “We have policy and procedures help 
and you’ve taken advantage of it. It’s down 
$80,000, or whatever it is.”
   Township attorney Rob Young said 
Burnham Flowers has been great with the 
policies and procedures assistance. Young 
said they have put the township in touch 
with people involved in things the township 
is  dealing with to get a better and cleaner 
service.
   “The coverage never leaves,” Clever said. 
“I’m planning on riding off into the sunset 
this spring.”
   He said over the last ten years he has 
spent 100 hours with Clerk Clarence 
Hoffman and an hour and a half was spent 
discussing insurance.
   The township board accepted the premium 
unanimously.
   In other business at the March 28 meeting, 
the board:
   • Approved the 2017-18 township budget, 
following a public hearing at 6 p.m.;
   • Approved a motion by Treasurer Peggy 
Morgan, seconded by Trustee Esther Hurst, 
to move $150,000 from the general fund to 
the fire fund in the 2017-18 budget;
   • Approved three employment contracts 
for: Finance Director Jim Glahn, Water/
Sewer Director Ken Kunka, and Police 
Department Operations Coordinator 
Melissa Paquette. Attorney Young said 

Sumpter Twp. Board OKs lower insurance premium of $131,440
the contracts for Fire Chief Joe Januszyk 
and Human Resources Director Michelle 
Bellingham need changes and will be 
brought to the next meeting for approval;
    • Heard Trustee Don Swinson report that 
the Parks & Recreation annual Easter Egg 
Hunt for children will be at noon, Saturday, 
April 8, at Graham Park. Rain date is 
Sunday, April 9;
    • Heard Trustee Matthew Oddy report the 
planning commission is working with its 
third planner on the Master Plan. He said 
he has asked for some workshops to be set 
up since it will take more time than once-a-
month planning commission meetings;
    • Heard Clerk Hoffman report that 
someone is shooting in the Oakville Waltz 
Road area of the township and the previous 
Sunday it sounded like automatic rifles. He 
asked if there was anything they could do 
to stop the shooting. Police Chief Eric Luke 
said people have blamed it on the police 
department because of the gun range on 
Willow Road, but it wasn’t coming from 
there. He said Sgt. Jim Cayce followed 
the firing to Monroe County. There is 
a Carleton Sportsman Club in Exeter 
Township and the shooting was coming 
from south of Oakville Waltz at Elwell. 
Sgt. Cayce said it was not coming from the 
Sumpter Township area;
    • Heard deputy supervisor/treasurer Karen 
Armatis announce that the emergency 
generator is operational at the community 
center. She said it cost $4,600 to increase 
the size of the gas line and meters to get 
it going;
    • Heard Jay Bardell ask why he has to 
file a Freedom of Information Act request 
to get answers to his questions. He said 
he had to FOIA, and pay, to find out how 
much land the township owns, when they 
could have said, “We’ll get back to you.” 
Trustee Oddy said Armatis is doing an 
analysis on buildable lots and those that 
are landlocked and it will be ready for the 
first or second meeting in April. He said 
they are considering having sealed bids 
or auction or to offer to property owners 
whose land touches the parcel. Bardell said 
there were a lot of small parcels of less 
than ¼ acre in size;
    • Heard Bardell tell Supervisor John 

Morgan that he remembers the League of 
Women Voters candidate forum last June 
when Supervisor Morgan said he did not 

support payment in lieu of insurance for 
board members, but he and the other board 
members are taking the payments. Bardell 
asked when they voted on providing this 
payment and Supervisor Morgan said, 
“We don’t intend to vote on it. Someone 
determined it with a legitimate reason.”

State Rep. Joe Bellino 
reads to students at 
Keystone Academy
   State Rep. Joe Bellino, R-Monroe, visited 
schools throughout Monroe and Wayne 
counties last month in celebration of March 
is Reading Month.
   Rep. Bellino read to students in 
several school districts, including 
Airport Community Schools, Flat Rock 
Community Schools, Jefferson Schools 
and Monroe Public Schools, as well as 
Keystone Academy in Sumpter Township, 
and St. John Catholic School.
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Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice

City of Belleville
Public Notice
City of Belleville

Regular City Council Meeting Minutes
March 6, 2017

A regular meeting of the Council for the City of 
Belleville was called to order at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Municipal Building, 6 Main Street by Mayor Conley.
1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF 
SILENCE
2. ROLL CALL
Council Member Fielder   	 Present
Council Member Marcotte	 Present
Council Member Smith	 Present
Mayor Pro Tem Loria	               	 Present
Mayor Conley		  Present  
3. PRESENTATIONS AND CITIZEN COMMENTS	
None. 
4. AGENDA APPROVAL 
Motion by Smith, second by Marcotte to approve the 
agenda as presented.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Motion by Marcotte, second by Fielder to approve 
the regular city council meeting minutes of February 
21, 2017 as presented.      
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
6. PUBLIC HEARINGS
2017 CDBG Fund
Motion by Fielder, second by Marcotte to open the 
Public Hearing on proposed use of 2017 CDBG 
Funds at 7:37 p.m.      
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
Seeing there were no public comments on the 
proposed $57,000 funding project plan, Mayor 
Conley called for a motion to close the public 
hearing.
Motion by Fielder, second by Marcotte to close the 
Public Hearing on proposed use of 2017 CDBG 
Funds at 7:38 p.m.      
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
7. INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES

None
8. GENERAL BUSINESS
   A. FY 2015/2016 Audit Results
James Wilde, Alan C. Young Associates, gave a 
presentation on the FYE 2016 audit noting that the 

City received an unmodified opinion, considered the 
highest level of assurance from an auditing firm.  
   B. Belleville Firefighters’ Association (Autism 
Boot Drive)
Motion by Fielder, second by Marcotte to approve 
Resolution No. 17-014 granting the Belleville 
Firefighters’ Association permission to hold its 
annual autism fundraiser On October 21st from 12 to 
2 p.m. at Main, 4th and High Streets. 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
   C. CBC – Flop E. Bunny Candy Hunt (Victory 
Park)
Motion by Fielder, second by Marcotte to approve 
Resolution No. 17-015 granting the CBC use of 
Victory Park for its annual Flop E. Bunny candy hunt 
on April 15th from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
   D. CBC – Farmers’ Market (Fourth Street Square)
Motion by Marcotte, second by Loria to adopt 
Resolution No. 17-016 allowing the CBC use of 
Fourth Street Square for a farmers’ market on the 
second and fourth Mondays from 3 to 8 p.m. from 
June 12th through September 25th.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
   E. CBC – Taste of Belleville (High Street/Horizon 

Park)
Motion by Loria, second by Smith to adopt 
Resolution No. 17-017 allowing the CBC to hold the 
Taste of Belleville on August 17th from 2 to 9 p.m. 
(August 24th rain date).
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
   F. CBC – Booville Monster Mutt Walk
Motion by Fielder, second by Loria to approve 
Resolution No. 17-018 to approve the CBC’s request 
for the Booville Monster Mutt Walk on October 21st 
from 12 to 2 p.m. starting and ending at Fourth Street 
Square.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
   G. Annual Bridgewalk
Motion by Loria, second by Smith to adopt 
Resolution No. 17-019 to schedule the 22nd annual 
Belleville Bridgewalk on August 17th at 5:30 p.m. in 
conjunction with the CBC’s Taste of Belleville with 
one revision (August 24th rain date).
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
   H. 2017 CDBG Funds
Mayor Conley stated that the public hearing for the 
CDBG funds had been held and she called for a 
motion to approve the proposed goals and projects.
Motion by Fielder, second by Smith to adopt 
Resolution No. 17-020 to approve the proposed 2017 
CDBG Projects with funding estimate of $57,000 as 
presented.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
   I. Street Evaluation
Mayor Conley proposed special meetings with 
citizens subject to confirmation from the Manager 
Kollmeyer who will speak with the City’s 
representatives from PFM and Miller Canfield.  
9. ACCOUNTS PAYABLE & DEPARTMENTAL 
EXPENDITURES
Motion by Loria, second by Marcotte to approve 
Resolution No. 17-021 for accounts payable and 
payables over $500.00 totaling $128,292.08. 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
10. ADJOURNMENT
Motion by Loria, Second by Smith to adjourn 
meeting at 8:35 p.m.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
Respectfully submitted,
Sherri Scharf, City Clerk
Approved:  March 20, 2017

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE:
   All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair      
Housing Act which makes it illegal to 
advertise "any preference, limitation 
or discrimination based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin, or an intention, to 
make any such preference, limitation 
or discrimination." Familial status 
includes children under the age of 18 
living with parents or legal custodians, 
pregnant women and people securing 
custody of children under 18.
   This newspaper will not knowingly 
accept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. 
The toll-free telephone number for the 
hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

The Belleville-Area
Independent New Website
is Now Online! Visit us @ 

bellevilleareaindependent.com

Read The Newspaper 
On The Web!
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Court watching
(continued from page 1)

(continued on page 21)

Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice

Van Buren Township Senior Center is looking for a Creative and 
Energetic Individual with A Personality to match.

Part-Time
Hourly Pay: $10.00

Go to http://vanburen-mi.org/about-the-community/help-wanted/
For full details

Publish: March 16, 2017; March 23, 2017; March 30, 2017; April 6, 2017

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN
SENIOR SPECIALIST

JOB OPENING

Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice

Charter Township of Van Buren 
Annual Cemetery Cleaning Notice 

 

The Department of Public Services will be conducting its annual spring cleaning 
at all Township cemeteries. 

 

Spring cleaning will begin  
April 10, 2017 and run through April 13, 2017 

 

Receptacles placed on graves such as flowerpots, religious items and similar 
objects will be discarded if not removed by April 9, 2017 

 

New items may be displayed beginning April 14, 2017 
 

Van Buren Township provides maintenance for the following cemeteries: 
 

Denton - 49780 Cross St. (Michigan Avenue and Denton Road) 
Soop - 49250 Denton Road (South I-94 Service Drive and Denton Road) 
Tyler - 39820 Tyler Road (Tyler and Hannan Roads) 
Otisville - 41875 Riggs Road  
 

For additional information contact 
The Department of Public Services 734.699.8925  

 

Leon Wright 
Township Clerk 

 

Posted 2-8-2017 
Publish 3-23-2017; 4-6-2017 

Notice to Advertisers:
The Belleville-Area Independent will not be liable 
for failure to publish an ad as requested or for more 
than one incorrect insertion of an advertisement. 
In the event of any error or omission in printing or 
publication of an advertisement, you must notify 
us within five days of publication or on the date of 
insertion, if an ad is scheduled as part of a package, 
so there is time to correct subsequent publications. 
The Independent’s liability shall be limited to an   
adjustment for the cost of the space occupied by the 
error with a maximum liability being cancellation 
of the cost of the first incorrect advertisement or 
republication of the corrected advertisement. Under 
no circumstances shall the Independent be liable for 
consequential damages of any kind.

City of Belleville
Public Notice

City of Belleville
Regular City Council Meeting Minutes

March 20, 2017
A regular meeting of the Council for the City of 
Belleville was called to order at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Municipal Building, 6 Main Street by Mayor Conley.  
1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF 
SILENCE
2. ROLL CALL
Council Member Fielder 	 Present
Council Member Marcotte	 Present
Council Member Smith	 Absent    
Mayor Pro Tem Loria		 Present
Mayor Conley 		  Present
3. PRESENTATIONS AND CITIZEN COMMENTS	
None
4. AGENDA APPROVAL 
Motion by Loria, second by Marcotte to approve the 
agenda as presented.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Motion by Fielder, second by Loria to approve the 
regular city council meeting minutes of March 6, 
2017 as presented.      
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
6. PUBLIC HEARINGS	 None
7. INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES    None
8. GENERAL BUSINESS
   A. Knights of Columbus – Solicitation at Five 
Points
Motion by Fielder, second by Marcotte to approve 
Resolution No. 17-022 granting the Knights of 
Columbus permission to hold its fundraiser in Five 
Points April 7-9 from 12 noon to 6 p.m. 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
B. Street Evaluation
Motion by Fielder, second by Loria to approve 
Resolution No. 17-023 to hold informational 
meetings to discuss the proposed Special Assessment 
District for road repairs in the Harbour Pointe 
Subdivision on April 25 and April 27, 2017 at 
6:30 p.m. in the Belleville High School Commons.  
Meetings will be advertised as required and a 
detailed letter will be distributed to the Harbour 
Pointe residents in early April.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
9. ACCOUNTS PAYABLE & DEPARTMENTAL 
EXPENDITURES
Motion by Marcotte, second by Loria to approve 
Resolution No. 17-024 for accounts payable and 
payables over $500.00 totaling $313,645.43 as 
presented. 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
10. ACTION ITEMS FOR NEXT REGULARLY 
SCHEDULED MEETING	 None
11. ADJOURNMENT
Motion by Loria, Second by Marcotte to adjourn 
meeting at 8:05 p.m.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
Respectfully submitted,
Sherri Scharf, City Clerk
Approved: April 3, 2017
Published: April 6, 2017

their seats.
   Rehling said the driver was verbal at 
times, but the passenger was pushed back 

almost into the back 
seat and was non-
communicative. He 
identified Morris as the 
driver.
   He said they could not 
extricate the passenger. 
Firefighters worked on 
him, but they were not 

successful.
   Next witness was Van Buren Township 
Officer David Champagne who was called 
to the scene about 2 a.m. in a patrol vehicle. 

He testified Canton Township police and 
fire fighters were there working to get the 
men out of the car.
   He said he grabbed a camera from a 
fire department rig and took pictures of 
everything he could. He said he placed 
orange traffic cones to mark the yaw, which 
he explained were the marks the vehicle 
made as it left the road.
   As he described the scene, defendant 
Morris sat with his head down and his eyes 
shut.
   Rehling said there was heavy damage 
to the passenger side and this encroached 
to the driver’s side. He said there was 
interaction with the driver, who was 
removed from the car and loaded into the 
ambulance. The driver responded to him, 
but the passenger was not responsive.
   He said the passenger, Marcus McIntosh, 

had been pronounced deceased.
   Officer Champagne said the tree the 
vehicle hit was 7-8 inches round and 
missing bark. He said he is 6’2” tall and 
the missing bark was over his head.
   Third witness was VBT Officer Mark 
Buxton, who was a detective at the time. 
He was on call and was called to the scene 
between 2 and 2:30 a.m. He was the first 
one from the accident investigation team 
to arrive.
   He said Marcus McIntosh was still in the 
vehicle. The back of his seat had crushed 
back and he was lying there.
   Officer Buxton testified that Morton 

Taylor dead ends at the railroad tracks 
beyond the point of the accident, but there 
is a drive at the end to a junkyard to the 
east.
   He testified Morton Taylor is paved south 
of Van Born and a dirt road north of Van 
Born. Prosecutor Cayce introduced as 
evidence Google maps showing the area, 
including the stop sign where Morton 
Taylor meets Van Born heading north.
   He also introduced a field sketch done 
by Officer Sweet that records the tire 
marks, tree lines, road names and reference 
points.

Morris
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Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice

Position Title: Account Clerk

Department: Planning and Economic Development

Classification: Regular, Full-time

FLSA Status: Non-exempt          Union Affiliation: AFSCME

Opening Date: March 23, 2017         Closing Date: April 23, 2017

Starting Hourly Wage: $16.12
91 Day Hourly Wage: $17.14

18 Month Hourly Wage: $18.15

General Duty Statement:
Van Buren Charter Township is now accepting resumes for an Account 
Clerk in Planning and Development.

Position Summary

Under the general supervision of the Planning and Economic Develop-
ment Director or their designee, the employee will be responsible for 
performing a broad range of clerical duties including typing, filing, data 
entry, analysis, researching, record keeping and customer service.

Detailed information can be found on the Van Buren Township website.

www.vanburen-mi.org/about-the-community/help-wanted

Please submit a cover letter, resume and application to:

nsumpter@vanburen-mi.org

Only Qualified Applicants Need Apply

SELECTION PROCESS

Must successfully complete the written assessment testing as well as 
an oral interview and background survey.

The Charter Township of Van Buren is an equal opportunity employer.

Publish: March 30, 2017; April 6, 2017; April 13, 2017; April 20, 2017

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN
JOB VACANCY

Sumpter Township  Public Notice
Sumpter Township

Regular Board Meeting Minutes
March 14, 2017

Meeting called to order at 6:30 p.m., showing 
present:  Treasurer P. Morgan, Trustees:  Swinson, 
Oddy, LaPorte, Hurst.  Excused absence:  Supervisor 
J. Morgan, Clerk C. Hoffman. Also showing present:  
Attorney Young, Deputy Clerk J. Hoffman and 
approximately 16 residents.
Motion by Hurst, supported by Oddy to have 
Treasurer P. Morgan chair the meeting. Motion carried 
unanimously.
3.  Agenda:  Motion by Oddy, supported by Hurst to 
approve Agenda with the addition of Closed Session:  
Update on AFSCME Negotiations and Report 
from Defense Attorney on Po Case. Motion carried 
unanimously.
4.  Public Comments on Agenda Items Only:
5.  Minutes:
   A. Motion by Hurst, supported by Swinson to 
approve Regular Board Meeting Minutes of February 
28, 2017. Motion carried unanimously.
   B. Motion by LaPorte, supported by Swinson to 
accept Zoning Board of Appeals Minutes of October 
6, 2016. Motion carried unanimously.
6. Warrants: Motion by Oddy, supported by Hurst to 
approve Warrants totaling $1,023,683.84. Roll call 
vote: Yes:  P. Morgan, Swinson, Oddy, LaPorte, Hurst. 
Nay: None. Excused absent: J. Morgan, C. Hoffman. 
Motion carried unanimously.
7. Water& Sewer Report-P. Morgan: Motion by Oddy, 
supported by Hurst to approve Water & Sewer Report. 
Motion carried unanimously.
8. Police Report -- Luke: Motion by LaPorte, 
supported by Oddy to approve the Police Report. 
Motion carried unanimously.
9. Building/Ordinance Report -- C. Hoffman:  
Motion by Oddy, supported by LaPorte to approve 
the Building/Ordinance Report. Motion carried 
unanimously.
10. Fire Report -- Januszyk: Motion by LaPorte, 
supported by Oddy to approve the Fire Report. Motion 
carried unanimously.
11. Treasurer’s Report -- P. Morgan: Motion by Oddy, 
supported by Hurst to approve the Treasurer’s Report. 
Motion carried unanimously.
12. Supervisor’s Report -- J. Morgan:  
   A. Update on DTE outages
   B. Belleville High School used as warming center
   C. Phone service lost at Town hall from power 
outage
   D. Community Center Generator
   E. Senior Citizens taken care of during electrical 
outage
Motion by Oddy, supported by Hurst to approve the 

Supervisor’s Report. Motion carried unanimously.
13. Attorney’s Report -- Young:  
   A. Moving along Negotiations POAM and 
AFSCME
   B. Ordinance Officer 
   C. MDEQ Litigation
Motion by Hurst, supported by Oddy to approve the 
Attorney’s Report. Motion carried unanimously.
14. Board Response:
   A. Newsletter
   B. Properties
15. New Business:
   A. Motion by Hurst, supported by LaPorte to 
approve the grievance Procedure policy in regard to 
ADA. Motion carried unanimously.
16. Announcements:
17. Open Floor:
   A. Ronald Barrington Robinson
   • Thanks to Police and Fire Departments going 
beyond the call of duty 
   • Warming Centers
B.  Deb Callison
   • Community Center Generator
18. Closed Session: Update on AFSCME Negotiations 
and Report from Defense Attorney on Po Cases	
   A. Motion by Hurst, supported by LaPorte to go 
into Closed Session at 6:55 p.m. Roll call vote: Yes: P. 
Morgan, Swinson, Oddy, LaPorte, Hurst. Nay:  None: 
Excused: J. Morgan, C. Hoffman. Motion carried 
unanimously.
   B. Motion by Swinson, supported by Hurst to go back 
into Open Session. Motion carried unanimously.
   C. Motion by Oddy, supported by LaPorte for 
Attorney Young carry out AFSCME Contract changes 
that Board requested in Closed Session. Motion 
carried unanimously.
19. Adjournment: Motion by Hurst, supported by Oddy 
to adjourn at 8:00 pm. Motion carried unanimously.
Respectfully submitted,
Clarence J. Hoffman Jr., Clerk
Sumpter Township

Certification
I, Clarence J. Hoffman Jr., Clerk of Sumpter Township, 
do hereby certify that the following is a true copy 
of minutes taken at a Regular Board Meeting of 
the Sumpter Township Board of Trustees on March 
14, 2017 at 6:30 pm at the Sumpter Township Hall, 
23480 Sumpter Road, Belleville, MI 48111, County 
of Wayne, and the said meeting was conducted and 
public notice of said meeting was given pursuant to 
and in full compliance with the Open Meeting Act, 
being Act 267, Public Acts of Michigan, 1976, and 
that the minutes of said meeting were kept and will be 
available as required by said act.
Clarence J. Hoffman Jr., Clerk
Published: April 6, 2017

Court watching
(continued from page 20)

   Officer Buxton testified that he stayed 
out of the way until the other accident 
investigation team members arrived and 
started measuring.
   He said the yaw mark (side skid) is 
initiated by steering, sliding sideways while 
going forward. He described the technical 
way they calculated the movement and 
how they came up with an estimate of 
traveling 80-90 mph prior to leaving the 
roadway. He said 55 mph is the speed limit 
on that road.
   “Based on the evidence, the vehicle had 
to come from Morton Taylor and did not 
make the turn [from Van Born]. There were 
no signs on Van Born,” Buxton said. He 
added the evidence was not consistent with 
a stop at the stop sign.
   Defense attorney Murray Duncan cross-
examined Buxton and suggested the 1997 
Chevy Malibu could have stopped at the 

stop sign and then accelerated to the 80-
90 mph speed within the 150’ north of Van 
Born, when it hit the tree.
   Buxton said the accident hasn’t been 
reconstructed yet, but will be if this case 
goes to trial. Duncan had Buxton explain 
his education and certifications in accident 
investigations.
   Buxton said he calculated the speed in 
one other accident than this one. Buxton 
testified Morton Taylor was in very bad 
condition with potholes 3-4” deep. He 
explained that a set of power lines marks 
the VBT border in that area and although 
Canton was called to the scene first, it 
turned out to be VBT territory.
   Prosecutor Cayce entered more evidence 
including the medical examiner’s report 
and drawing of the injuries. McIntosh 
died of multiple injuries in an accident, 
according to the medical examiner.
   Cayce asked Judge Oakley to bind Morris 
over to circuit court on the charges.
   Defense attorney Duncan questioned 

testimony on the speed. He said it was dark, 
the road was in bad shape and 55 mph was 
the speed limit and they were speeding. He 
said it was reckless driving, but there was 
no intent to put a person in jeopardy.
   Cayce replied “reckless” is absence of 
intent. He said it was reckless to go so 
fast, well in excess of the speed limit, and 
blowing through a stop sign. If he stopped, 
he zipped it up to speed, Cayce said.
   “I agree. You have met the burden for 
probable cause,” Judge Oakley said, 
binding Morris over for a 9 a.m., April 
12, arraignment on the information at the 
Frank Murphy Hall of Justice in Detroit.
   Morris is the defendant who, according 
to previous testimony, allegedly become 
mute after being charged in the accident. 
His mother held his arm and assisted him 
out of the courtroom. He is free on $5,000 
personal recognizance bond. Morris is 
labeled a habitual offender.
   Also present in the courtroom audience 
was the mother of the young man killed in 
the accident, Camille Woods of Van Buren 
Township.

Wisam Louis Mansour
   The preliminary exam for Wisam Louis 
Mansour, 47, was adjourned until 8 a.m. 
April 13 before Chief Judge Tina Brooks 
Green when two sign language interpreters 
will be present to interpret for both the 
defendant and the complainant, who are 
both deaf.
   Mansour is charged with criminal sexual 
conduct first degree, home invasion first 
degree, CSC second degree, CSC assault, 
and stalking in Van Buren Township on 
Jan. 6. Officer in charge of the case is VBT 
Detective Ken Toney.

Stephen Peter Kovach
   The preliminary exam of Stephen Peter 
Kovach, 63, was adjourned for two weeks 
until 10 a.m. April 12, at the request of his 
defense attorney Murray Duncan.
   Kovach is charged with operating while 
intoxicated-third, driving while license 
suspended, and failure to have vehicle 
insurance in the City of Belleville on Dec. 
14, 2015. Officer in charge of the case is 
Belleville Officer Jeff Wickham.    Kovach 
is free after posting bond of $15,000/10%.
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Van Buren Township
Police Dispatch Log

Belleville Police
Dispatch Log

Sumpter Township
Police Dispatch Log

Out of the 586 dispatch calls for service reported 
by Van Buren Township police for the past week, the 
following are selected for this column.
Sunday, March 26:
   0005 – property damage accident, Ecorse Rd. / 
Morton Taylor Rd.
   0149 – noise complaint, Westlake Cir.
   0647 – noise complaint, W. Archwood Dr.
   0916 – mental subject, Rawsonville Rd.
   0931 – private property impound, Village Green 
Ln.
   1020 – private property impound, Lake Villa Dr. / 
Belleville Rd.
   1329 – suspicious person/vehicle, Oak Ln.
   1845 – suspicious person/vehicle, Maude Ct.
   1922 – family trouble, Christina Ln.
   2034 – disorderly, Westlake Cir.
   2158 – domestic, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   2243 – fraud, Belleville Rd.
   2251 – sexual assault, Willis Rd.
Monday, March 27:
   0505 – family trouble, E. Archwood Dr.
   0624 – larceny from auto, Beckley Rd.
   0721 – suspicious person/vehicle, Tyler Rd. / Rolan 
Meadows
   0834 – larceny, Martz Rd.
   0852 – property damage accident, Ecorse/Haggerty
   0907 – civil matter, Robson Rd.
   1311 – domestic, E. Huron River Dr.
   1354 – mental subject, Ecorse Rd.
   1455 – larceny, Ayres Ave.
   1610 – fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1613 – harassment call, Rawsonville Rd.
   1643 – noise complaint, Van Buren St.
   1827 – fight, Kirkridge Park Dr.
   1839 – narcotics crime, Belleville Rd.
   2102 – motorist assist, Bemis/Martinsville
Tuesday, March 28:
   0845 – suspicious person/vehicle, S. I-94 Service 
Dr./VB Park
   1111 – ordinance violation, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1258 – malicious destruction of property, Freeport 
Ct.
   1352 – ordinance violation, Edison Lake Rd.
   1452 – ordinance violation, Harbor Ln./Lilac Ln.
   1530 – domestic, Martz Rd.
   1532 – malicious destruction of property, E. Huron 
River Dr.
   1702 – property damage accident, Haggerty/Ecorse
   1707 – trespassing, N. Ponderosa Trl.
   2032 – motorist assist, Belleville Rd. / N. I-94 
Service Dr.
   2035 – suspicious person/vehicle, Belleville Rd. / 
N. I-94 Service Dr.
   2056 – suspicious person/vehicle, S. I-94 Service 
Dr.
   2100 – missing person, Oak Blvd.
   2215 – shooting, Wabash Rd./Hannan Rd.
Wednesday, March 29:
   0111 – domestic, Sheldon Rd.
   0812 – property damage accident, Haggerty/Ecorse
   0818 – larceny, Liberty Ln.
   0830 – property damage accident, Meadows Cir.
   0947 – neighbor trouble, Hamilton Ct.
   1241 – noise complaint, Woodgrove Dr.
   1316 – property damage accident, Haggerty Rd.
   1544 – sexual assault, Jackson Ln.
   1550 – assist citizen, Ecorse/I-275
   1633 – breaking & entering, Cobblestone Creek
   1648 – indecent exposure, French Landing Dam
   1710 – suspicious person/vehicle, Westlake Cir.
   1930 – assist citizen, Belleville/Ecorse Rd.
   2991 – property damage accident, NB I-275 / Ecorse 
Rd.
   2009 – assist citizen, S. I-94 Service Dr./Denton
   2050 – fraud, Belleville Rd.
   2212 – suicidal person, McKinley St.
Thursday, March 30:
   0021 – disorderly, Belleville Rd.
   0041 – suspicious person/vehicle, Bemis / 
Martinsville Rd.
   0610 – suspicious person/vehicle, Capitol Dr.
   0841 – disorderly, Ecorse Rd.
   0948 – property damage accident, WB I-94 / 
Jackson
   1044 – road hazard, S. I-94 Service Dr./Denton Rd.
   1150 – fraud, Tyler Rd.

   1305 – motorist assist, Belleville Rd./Tyler Rd.
   1336 – ordinance violation, Cobblestone Ct.
   1608 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd.
   1737 – property damage accident, Ecorse/Sheldon
   1835 – narcotics crime, Rawsonville/S. I-94 Service 
Dr.
   1843 – property damage accident, Ecorse/Jeremy
   1940 – suspicious person/vehicle, Hardwood Dr.
   1947 – fraud, Van Buren St.
   2104 – property damage accident, Savage Rd.
   2342 – suicidal person, Jackson St.
Friday, March 31:
   0013 – suspicious person/vehicle, Hardwood Dr.
   0132 – suspicious person/vehicle, Belleville Rd.
   0549 – domestic, Oak Ln.
   0746 – noise complaint, Zachary St.
   0900 – private property/property damage accident, 
Ecorse Rd.
   1134 – larceny, Ecorse Rd.
   1203 – ordinance violation, Hayes St./Jackson St.
   1216 – suspicious person/vehicle, Lake Point Blvd.
   1324 – mental subject, Van Buren St.
   1552 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd. / 
N. I-94 Service Dr.
   1739 – threat, E. Archwood Dr.
   1906 – fraud, Marina Dr.
   2105 – juvenile complaint, Tyler Rd./Jackson St.
   2258 – suspicious person/vehicle, Michigan Ave.
   2329 – disorderly, Maple Dr.
Saturday, April 1:
   0119 – fight, W. Huron River Dr.
   0129 – domestic, Westlake Cir.
   0155 – suspicious  person/vehicle, Hardwood Dr.
   0226 – property damage accident, Bemis/Sumpter
   0248 – suspicious person/vehicle, Rawsonville Rd.
   0615 – malicious destruction of property, Denton
   0811 – assist other dept., Carmell
   1051 – property damage accident, Lake Villa Dr.
   1052 – suspicious person/vehicle, W. Huron River
   1124 – fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1157 – unauthorized driving away of auto, 
Landmark
   1347 – assist other dept., Rogers Ave.
   1346 – property damage accident, WB Michigan 
Ave./west of Canton sign
   1420 – property damage accident, Van Born Rd. / 
Sheldon Rd.
   1514 – weapons violation, Hull Rd./Elwell Rd.
   1521 – leaving the scene of a property damage 
accident, N. I-94 Service Dr./Haggerty Rd.
   1554 – malicious destruction of property, Maple
   1736 – shooting, Belleville Rd.
   1808 – malicious destruction of property, Oak 
Blvd.
   1825 – fraud, Lake Villa Dr.
   1904 – suspicious person/vehicle, Quirk Rd.
   1935 – disorderly, Ecorse Rd.
   1940 – fraud, Belleville Rd.
   2018 – suicidal person, Jackson St.
   2102 – suspicious person/vehicle, Belmont Dr.
   2247 – missing person, Oak Blvd.
   2344 – property damage accident, Jackson St.
Also on this week’s log are 256 traffic stops, 56 of 
which were on the I-94 and I-275 freeways.

Sunday, March 26:
   0233 – motorist assist, Savage/Sheldon Rd.
   1110 – assist fire dept., Greylock St.
   1443 – parking complaint, Fifth St./Main
   2313 – misc. complaint, Henry St.
Monday, March 27:
   0039 – suspicious person/vehicle, Sumpter Rd. / 
Industrial Park Dr.
   0217 – parking complaint, Menlo Park Dr.
   0904 – malicious destruction of property, Tuscan 
Manor
   1450 – larceny, Menlo Park Dr.
   1541 – assist fire dept., Sumpter Rd.
   1608 – animal complaint, Santa Clara St.
   1804 – assist fire dept., Belle Villa Blvd.
   1915 – fraud, Main St.
   2237 – assist fire dept., South St./Wabash Ave.
Tuesday, March 28:
   0833 – threat, Church St.
   1127 – assault & battery, Church St.
   1139 – property damage accident, Main/Benito’s
   1203 – 911 welfare check, Third St.

   1728 – assist fire dept., Bedell St.
   1809 – larceny, Belle Villa Blvd.
   1852 – 911 welfare check, Belle Villa Blvd.
   1902 – welfare check, Biggs Ave.
Wednesday, March 29:
   0025 – traffic offense, Main St./Columbia Ave.
   0124 – suspicious person/vehicle, Belle Villa Blvd.
   0128 – assist other dept., N. Liberty St.
   0214 – warrant arrest, Washtenaw County Sheriff’s 
Dept.
   1420 – sexual assault, Carmell St.
   1602 – property damage accident, South/Main St.
   1611 – disorderly, Henry St.
   1625 – warrant arrest, Main St.
   1752 – animal complaint, W. Wabash Ave.
   1829 – abandoned auto, S. Aberdeen Ct.
   2004 – follow up by officer, W. Wabash Ave.
   2045 – assist fire dept., Menlo Park Dr.
   2128 – welfare check, Carmell St.
   2321 – suspicious person/vehicle, Loza Ln.
Thursday, March 30:
   0617 – malicious destruction of property, W. 
Columbia Ave.
   1043 – found property/child, Sumpter Rd.
   1255 – juvenile complaint, S. Edgemont Ave.
   1428 – assist fire dept., Henry St.
   1518 – leaving the scene of a property damage 
accident, Main St.
   1548 – property damage accident, South St. / 
Wabash Ave.
   1753 – assist fire dept., Loza Ln.
   1804 – suspicious person/vehicle, Carmell St.
   1901 – assist fire dept., W. Columbia Ave.
   1931 – intrusion alarm, Carmell St.
   1931 – traffic offense, Main St.
Friday, March 31:
   0101 – suspicious person/vehicle, Citizens Bank
   0425 – intrusion alarm, Fifth St.
   1112 – 911 welfare check, Owen St.
   1317 – parking complaint, Potter Dr.
   1407 – misc. complaint, Main St.
   1451 – animal complaint, Victorian Ln.
   1456 – traffic offense, Biggs Ave.
   1612 – bank detail – VB only, Main St.
   1835 – domestic, Carmell St.
   2105 – assist citizen, Church St.
   2154 – mental subject, Belle Villa Blvd.
   2238 – assist fire dept., Santa Clara St.
   2313 – juvenile complaint, W. Columbia Ave.
   2333 – suspicious person/vehicle, Carmell St.
Saturday, April 1:
   0239 – parking  complaint, Carmell St.
   0323 – assist citizen, Sumpter Rd./Owen St.
   0421 – intrusion alarm, Sumpter Rd.
   0810 – intrusion alarm, Main St.
   0810 – follow up by officer, Carmell St.
   1211 – assist fire dept., Loza Ln.
   1253 – assist fire dept., Santa Clara St.
   1326 – welfare check, Main St./E. Huron River Dr.
   1622 – assist other dept., Denton Rd./Main St.
   2154 – welfare check, W. Columbia Ave.
Also on this week’s log are 35 traffic stops.

Sunday, March 26:
   0330 – operating while intoxicated arrest, Crandell 
/ Willis
   1237 – shots fired, 27000 bl. Elwell Rd.
   1325 – mental health commitment, Brookview
   1344 – citizen assist, 22000 bl. Bohn Rd.
   1438 – assist other agency, Mulberry
   1453 – shots fired, 45000 bl. Dunn Rd.
   1526 – fire dept. assist, 42000 bl. Judd Rd.
   1850 – fire dept. assist, 45000 bl. Harris Rd.
   2231 – assist other agency, 50000 bl. Willis Rd.
   2340 – suspicious person, 49000 bl. Willis Rd.
Monday, March 27:
   0728 – alarm, 24000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   0826 – assist other agency, 21000 bl. Fenster
   0843 – harassment complaint, 46000 bl. Reed
   1245 – citizen assist, 8200 bl. Rawsonville Rd.
   1327 – fire dept. assist, 8200 bl. Rawsonville Rd.
   1424 – fire dept. assist, 48000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1449 – suspicious incident, 24000 bl. Bohn Rd.
   1454 – property damage accident, Sumpter/Willis
   1608 – animal complaint, 6900 bl. Oakville Waltz
   1705 – animal complaint, 6900 bl. Oakville Waltz

   1730 – warrant arrest pick up, Oakville Waltz / 
Clark
   1757 – animal complaint, 6900 bl. Oakville Waltz
   2106 – citizen assist, Bemis/Martinsville
   2142 – fire dept. assist, 46000 bl. Harris Rd.
   2259 – citizen assist, 25000 bl. Karr Rd.
   2331 – fire dept. assist, 22000 bl. Bohn Rd.
Tuesday, March 28:
   0118 – fire dept. assist, 48000 bl. Bemis Rd.
   0304 – assist other agency, out of township
   0804 – fire dept. assist, 28000 bl. Karr Rd.
   0851 – attempt warrant pick up, 28000 bl. Sumpter
   0859 – attempt warrant pick up, California
   0917 – attempt warrant pick up, out of township
   0930 – attempt warrant pick up, 46000 bl. Reed
   0944 – attempt warrant pick up, 22000 bl. 
Martinsville Rd.
   1001 – attempt warrant pick up, Arizona
   1215 – animal complaint, 39000 bl. Willow Rd.
   1247 – civil dispute, Colorado
   1351 – identity theft, 45000 bl. Harris Rd.
   1544 – fraud complaint, 44000 bl. Dunn Rd.
   1552 – assist other agency, 42000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1657 – breaking & entering, 25000 bl. Karr Rd.
   1811 – assist other agency, out of township
   1948 – well-being check, 41000 bl. Willow Rd.
   2134 – shots fired, 19000 bl. Sharon Ct.
   2320 – breaking & entering, Magnolia
Wednesday, March 29:
   0943 – suspicious incident, 21000 bl. Elwell Rd.
   1042 – missing person, Texas
   1618 – civil dispute, 10000 bl. Rawsonville Rd.
   1647 – fire dept. assist, Wayside
   1714 – citizen assist, 47000 bl. Willow Rd.
   1725 – death investigation, 17000 bl. Davenport 
Dr.
   1734 – reckless driver, 20000 bl. Martinsville Rd.
   1900 – traffic hazard, Oakville Waltz/Sumpter
   1912 – suspicious person, Carriage Ln.
   2122 – alarm, 8200 bl. Rawsonville Rd.
   2134 – alarm, 50000 bl. Willow Rd.
Thursday, March 30:
   0046 – curfew violation, 42000 bl. Bemis Rd.
   0804 – assist other agency, 21000 bl. Fenster
   0950 – suspicious person, 19000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1046 – animal complaint, 10000 bl. Rawsonville
   1226 – larceny, Arizona
   1410 – traffic hazard, Rawsonville/Oakville Waltz
   1432 – neighbor dispute, 20000 bl. Sherwood Rd.
   1632 – reckless driver, 47000 bl. Willow Rd.

   1712 – family trouble, 19000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
Friday, March 31:
   0835 – fire dept. assist, 17000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   0915 – traffic hazard, 50000 bl. Wear Rd.
   0933 – alarm, 48000 bl. Judd Rd.
   1249 – animal bite, 43000 bl. Harris Rd.
   1340 – citizen assist, 48000 bl. Wear Rd.
   1508 – alarm, 47000 bl. Wear Rd.
   1631 – malicious destruction of property, 47000 bl. 
Willow Rd.
   1925 – assist other agency, 20000 bl. Karr Rd.
   2243 – larceny, 19000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
Saturday, April 1:
   0020 – felonious assault, 40000 bl. Harris Rd.
   0832 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1133 – fire dept. assist, 8200 bl. Rawsonville Rd.
   1237 – larceny, 48000 bl. Arkona Rd.
   1401 – civil dispute, 40000 bl. Harris Rd.
   1434 – fire dept. assist, 20000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1644 – fire dept. assist, 40000 bl. Willow Rd.
   1725 – suspicious vehicle, 23000 bl. Clark Rd.
   1738 – fight, 29000 bl. Elwell Rd.
   1908 – fire dept. assist, Hampshire
   1932 – citizen  assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   2122 – fire dept. assist, 45000 bl. Bontekoe
Also on this week’s log are 20 follow-up investigations, 
28  miscellaneous details, 125 patrol checks, and 53 
traffic stops.
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734.697.2888
www.innovativecomputers.net

FREE ESTIMATES

$99
Save $70 
with our virus removal special. 
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WEBSITE SPECIAL
                             4 page custom design

�

835 Sumpter Rd.,  Belleville, MI 48111
734-325-7551

Animal Care Hospital
of Belleville

Visit www.animalcareonline.com
for our six other locations.

Like us on
Facebook

20% OFF
Vaccines, Vaccine Packages,

Spay, Neuters, Dentals & De-Claws 
Only. With Coupon. Valid Only At 

Belleville & Sterling Heights
Locations.

Expires 4/30/17.

Belleville Area Lions Club 
In Conjunction With 

 
 
 

Leo’s Coney Island 
9624 Belleville Rd 48111 

734-697-1000 

Invites you to Dine to Donate 

April 28th, 2017 from 12:00–8:00 p.m. 
 

Gift Baskets – 50/50 Drawing – Custom Made Plant Stands 

And selling tickets for 

2 – 50’s Reproduction Bikes 

Matching His and Hers 

To be raffled off at the Strawberry Festival 

Sunday June 18th at 4 p.m. 
10% of proceeds with flyer will be donated to the Belleville Area Lions Club 

 

Please contact Keith McDonald, Lion President at 734-697-0796 for more information. 
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Atchinson Ford Sales, Inc.
9800 Belleville Rd.
Belleville, MI 48111

734-697-9161
www.atchinson.net

*A/Z Plan Pricing. 10,500 miles per year. Includes Factory and Renewal Rebate. Requires $2000 due at signing plus taxes and plates. With Approved Credit. **A/Z Plan Pricing. All rebates to Dealer.  May require Ford Credit Financing. Plus taxes and fees. May require trade-in.

USED CAR SPECIAL

2017 FUSION SE
24 month lease for $150/MO.
REBATES UP TO $1,250. BUY AS LOW AS $23,040

2017 ESCAPE SE
24 month lease for $136/MO.
REBATES UP TO $3,500. BUY AS LOW AS $21,190

2017 F-150 CREW CAB
XLT 4x4 w/Navigation

24 month lease for $206/MO.
REBATES UP TO $4,300. BUY AS LOW AS $37,345

2017 EDGE SE
AWD

24 month lease for $228/MO.
REBATES UP TO $2,850. BUY AS LOW AS $26,451

2017 C-MAX ENERGI
Plug-In Hybrid.

24 month lease for $207/MO.
$2,000 REBATE + 0%. BUY AS LOW AS $25,003

2014 ESCAPE
TITANIUM 4x4

Loaded
$17,988

0% FINANCING ON MANY 2017 MODELS!
Ask About Auto Detailing Your Car For Spring!

CERTIFIED
PRE-OWNED 

VEHICLES @ 1.9%
FINANCING

WE HAVE 11
2017 MUSTANGS

IN STOCK!

GLENN  SILVENIS


