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The cast of “Man of LaMancha” paused for a picture on Saturday. In front, from left, are Tre’ondis Snodgrass, Briana Powe, Kamali Clora, and Alyssa Schubert. In the second row, 
from left, are Demeatry Brooks, Kayla Williams, Zandalee Henderson, Nathan Pestano, and Kaitlyn Plummer. In the third row, from left, are Jalen Gaskin, Lauren Cramer, Madison 
Lieb, Ariyel Harris, and Natalie Pestano. In back, from left, are Sarah Sturtz, Kenneth Franklin, Avery Henningburg, Anajah Davenport, Hannah Costa, Gavin Schultz, Lance Bagley. 
The first presentation of the musical is at 7 p.m., Thursday, March 30, in the BHS Auditorium. The show also will be presented at 7 p.m. Friday, March 31, and two shows at 2 and 7 
p.m. on Saturday, April 1. Reserved tickets may be purchased on line at Showtix4u.com or at the door one hour before each performance.

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

    The Van Buren Public Schools Board 
of Education voted, 6-1, to keep Haggerty 
School up and running for another school 
year, but the Early Childhood Development 
Center (ECDC) is to be razed.
   At Monday’s regular meeting, School 
Supt. Pete Kudlak asked the board for 
direction on Haggerty School. James 
Williams, director of building and grounds, 
presented an evaluation done by a RESA 
(Wayne County Regional Educational 
Service Agency) representative, Neil 
Greene. The building is in good shape, but 

School Board votes 6-1 to keep Haggerty School up for another year
needs a boiler and LED lighting, the report 
said.
   Greene gave several options for the 
building.
   “We spent a lot of taxpayer money on 
Haggerty when we passed a bond,” said 
Trustee Sherry Frazier, referring to 17 
years ago.
   The building now houses Great Start 
School Readiness program, adult transition 
classes, Head Start, and a latchkey 
program. Kudlak has already warned the 
latchkey program that the school may not 
be available for next school year.
   “It is not dilapidated,” Trustee Frazier 

said. “I visited there on Friday. It’s my 
voting precinct. It has a rather pleasant 
atmosphere. There’s no evidence of the 
roof falling in … There are two leaks.”
   Supt. Kudlak asked Frazier to hold 
her comments until the end of the 
presentation.
   Williams presented options for the 
building that included minimum repairs, 
implementing a five-year-plan to bring it 
up to standards, or closing the building to 
either mothball it or demolish it.
   He reeled off a list of costs, with the 
boiler issue $10,000 to $30,000.
   “We could put a Band Aid on, but we 
wouldn’t want a high-quality boiler in there 
if it is going to be closed,” Kudlak said.
   Williams said they have paid $3,500 in 
boiler repair so far, and the work’s not done. 
He said mothballing the building would 
cost $117,939 a year and for five years 

that would be $589,695. Refurbishing the 
building completely would cost about $2.44 
million over five years. And, demolishing 
the building is estimated at $245,560.
   Kudlak said the staff at Haggerty now 
doesn’t feel a part of the district and, “We 
need to do a better job there.”
   He said at the moment the district could 
close an elementary school and move the 
kids to another school. He said if they do 
decide to close the school, they have to 
remember the 200 students predicted by 
Plante Moran to arrive in the near future.
   Kudlak said they could put $2.5 million 
aside to build a new building in the future.
   Williams said Head Start, which is at 
Haggerty, was paying $40,000 a year rent 
in the past and now it’s down to $25,000 
because of fewer students.
   Frazier said she thinks the board should 
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BEST CHIMNEY
& ROOFING CO.

« CHIMNEYS BUILT -
     REPAIRED & CLEANED

« SCREENS INSTALLED

« TUCK POINTING

« ROOFING & GUTTERS

« RESIDENTIAL

« COMMERCIAL

« VIOLATIONS CORRECTED

WORKERS
COMPENSATION &

GENERAL LIABILITY TO
PROTECT HOME OWNER

Since 1962 FREE ESTIMATES

STATE LIC # 40800

SERVING BELLEVILLE &
SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN

www.bestchimneyandroofing.com

734-242-2992
WE DO

PORCHES

OUR 50 th
YEAR!

OUR 50 th
YEAR!

The Belleville-Area
Independent New Website
is Now Online! Visit us @ 

bellevilleareaindependent.com

Read The Newspaper 
On The Web!

60 Main Street, Downtown Belleville
Open 7 Days 6am – 10pm • (734) 697-3033

SAM’S PLACE
FAMILY DINING

BAI

• Try Our Delicious Homemade Stir Frys,
   Greek Salads, Stuffed Cabbage,
   Perogies & Other Polish Combos
• All You Can Eat Fish  – $9.99 Everyday
• Daily Lunch & Dinner Specials

BAI

Mini Breakfast  – $2.25
EGGS, HASH BROWNS,

BACON OR SAUSAGE/TOAST
With purchase of beverage per person
Mon-Fri 6am-11am. Not valid on specials. With coupon only. 

Coupon may not be combined. Dine-in only. Expires 4/30/2017

$5 OFF
From 11am – 10pm Everyday
Any Purchase of $25 or More
Dine-in only. With coupon. Not valid with 

any other offer. One coupon per visit. One 
coupon per table. Expires 4/30/2017

10% OFF
Minimum $4.50 Purchase

Entire
Bill

BAI

Not valid on specials. With coupon only. Coupon may 
not be combined. Dine-in only. Expires 4/30/2017

Mini Breakfast  – $2.25
EGGS, HASH BROWNS,

BACON OR SAUSAGE/TOAST
With purchase of beverage per person

BAI

Mon-Fri 6am-11am. Not valid on specials. With coupon only. 
Coupon may not be combined. Dine-in only. Expires 4/30/2017

Advertise Today!
Buy 3 Ads, Get 1 FREE!
Call our Advertising Manager
Bob Mytych Today! 734-699-9020

All Insurances Welcome
Ltd. Lifetime Guarantee
Onsite Rental Cars

R.V. Repair
Auto Glass
Motorcycle

& Watercraft
734.699.7758
jim@sumptercollision.com
www.sumptercollision.com

James Chudzinski
Owner
21585 Sumpter Rd.
Belleville, MI 48111

See
us
on TRAINED

575 Sumpter Road
Belleville, MI 48111

Leasing Phone: 734-699-8676
Join Our Waitlist: 1-800-593-3052
Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9:00am-Noon

TTD Phone: 1-800-348-7011

Email: seniorhousing@csi.coop
Website: www.csi.coop

“Camaraderie and serenity of mind make ours a happy home!”

Quality, Non-profit Housing for Seniors 62+

Belleville

Belleville Co-Op Apts.

is 100% Smoke Free

TREE SERVICE, INC.

10% OFF TREE REMOVAL 
OVER $300 w/AD*

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Fully Insured

No Tree Too Big, No Tree Too Small
734-753-5800

tnttree.com
*ONLY VALID AT TIME OF ESTIMATE.

Enroll in Our Spring Program

Belleville 
Child Care

For children ages 22 to 12 years.
We offer:
   Pre-School
   2 Directors
  We Accept DHS
  No Registration Fee

40 Years Experience & Qualified Teachers.
Open Mon.-Fri - 6am - 6pm

734-697-4523
41505 S. I-94 Service Drive
Belleville, Michigan 48111

www.actionmechanicalheating-cooling.com

$89 PRECISION
TUNE-UP
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By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

    When Van Buren Township was the first 
municipality in the state to enact a coal tar 
ban in December 2015, the ordinance was 
educational in nature and had no penalties.
   Since then, other municipalities have also 
enacted bans, but they had penalties.
   The VBT Environmental Commission 
wanted to add teeth to its ban and at the 
March 21 meeting of the township board 
of trustees, the new ordinance was enacted 
unanimously.
   Matthew Best, deputy director of the 
department of planning and economic 
development, said the new ordinance 
includes a lower polycyclic aromatic 
hydrocarbons (PAH) limit and enforcement, 
which includes misdemeanor injunctions, 
and the requirement for sealant applicators 
to register with the township.
   Best said high PAH limits are 
carcinogenic.
   Trustee Sherry Frazier asked if driveway 
sealants with reduced PAH were the same 
price as sealants with coal tar and higher 
PAH.
   Best said it was about the same and 
depends how the products are mixed. He 
said individuals can only buy low PAH 
sealants in 50-gallon buckets.
   Trustee Reggie Miller said often someone 
will knock on the door and ask to seal your 
driveway. She said now she can ask for 

Van Buren Twp. approves new coal tar ordinance with teeth
their registration with the township.
   “Dr. David Wilson was the prime 
candidate pushing this,” said Trustee Paul 
White. “It’s kind of sad he’s not here today 
to see this …”
   “I believe Dr. Wilson is here with us 
today,” Best said.
   “We were the first in the state and since 
then seven communities passed coal tar 
bans and now are looking at what we’re 
doing,” Best said.
   Trustee Miller said she remembers when 
a lobbyist came from coal tar applicators.
   Best said the woman from the Pavement 
Sealing Coalition, based in Washington, 
D.C., contacted the township about the 
ban.
   “We gave her an hour to speak,” he said, 
noting, “We have yet to hear back from her 
since.”
   In other business at the March 21 meeting, 
the board:
   • Watched Van Buren Civic Fund 
representative Mark Laginess present a 
grant of $6,300 to the Clerk’s Department 
to replace 10 laptop computers to support 
the elections. Wright said the township 
went over to electronic polls and now the 
laptops are five years old and have reached 
their life expectancy. “They are not starting 
up like they should,” he said. He said the 
10 laptops are being passed on to the senior 
department. Laginess explained the Civic 
Fund was started in 2005 with a $1 million 

grant from Visteon and since then the fund 
has given away half a million dollars. 
He said Clerk Wright wrote a few grant 
requests to the fund;
   • Heard Supervisor Kevin McNamara 
read a letter to Chief of Police Jason Wright 
from a resident praising the actions of 
Officers Harrison and Sweet, who got her 
generator up and running when her power 
was out because of the storm;
   • Heard Supervisor McNamara also read 
a letter he sent to the schools thanking 
officials for their work on the warming 
center set up at the high school. He said 
VBT called the City of Belleville and 
Sumpter Township to work together to 
take advantage of the center. He said more 
than 100 individuals took advantage of the 
services there and some even stayed the 
night. “I didn’t really know what being 
a supervisor was until then,” McNamara 
said of the storm. He said there were 460 
calls that came into dispatch, low water 
pressure that almost made a boil water 
advisory necessary and when the water 
came back on it blew the sanitary system. 
He said the supervisor’s office was used as 
a data collection center and seniors were 
transported to the warming center. Pieces 
of literature were passed out and the IT 
department put information on cable. “I 
couldn’t be prouder of this group,” he 
said;
   • Heard McNamara announce that the free 

pickup of yard waste resumes the week of 
April 3 and that residents will be able to 
dispose of up to seven tires per household 
at a free disposal center at the township 
hall from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. on June 3;
   • Heard the Independent ask about what 
is being done about getting a new fire 
chief. McNamara said they got a “bunch” 
of applicants and five were interviewed. He 
said within the next two weeks their choice 
will be announced. He said those doing the 
interviewing were the supervisor, clerk, 
treasurer, Public Safety Director Greg 
Laurain, and Police Chief Jason Wright. 
McNamara said he cannot stand to call 
Wright his official title: Deputy Director 
Public Safety – Police. He is changing that 
to Police Chief. The new Deputy Director 
Public Safety – Fire, will be called Fire 
Chief, he said;
   • Heard Trustee Sherry Frazier note the 
50th anniversary of the Vietnam War is 
coming and her late husband’s two brothers 
served honorably in that conflict. She said 
the Vietnam vets did not have the welcome 
home they should have had and she would 
like the township to honor Vietnam vets. 
She also praised the Rotary Club for its 
installations of portable libraries. “There 
are good things happening,” she said; and
   • Heard Trustee White ask to meet with 
two of the three full-time elected officials 
after the meeting to discuss an issue.

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

    There was only one item on the March 
20 agenda for the Van Buren Township 
Board of Trustee’s work/study session: 
“Discussion on Township Employee Travel 
and Training.”
   But that discussion turned into an 
argument with board members talking over 
each other and shouting.
   “I have the power to table this,” said a 
frustrated Supervisor Kevin McNamara 
40 minutes into the meeting and Treasurer 
Sharry Budd made the motion to table, 
with Trustee Reggie Miller seconding. 
The vote was 6-1, with Trustee Paul White 
voting no.
   Then, Miller said she didn’t mean “table,” 
but “postpone” and so the motion was 
amended to be “postpone” and it passed 
6-1, with Trustee White voting no.
   Trustee Miller had said earlier she would 
like the topic tabled for three months down 
the line.
   But, before the vote to postpone, Clerk 
Leon Wright said, “We should talk about 
it” and Supervisor McNamara told him 
no, not then. After the vote, McNamara 

VBT Supervisor threatens to close down meeting over arguing
took comments from the board and Clerk 
Wright talked.
   “I thank Trustee Miller for postponing,” 
he began. “You talk about a person at one 
meeting and then have a change in policy 
at the next meeting.
   “What planet are you coming from? 
Mars?” Wright said. “You’re attacking a 
fellow board member.”
   “Then don’t ask us to pay for your 
passport,” replied Trustee Sherry Frazier.
   “Finger pointing and attacks are going on 
here … Shame on us,” said Trustee Miller.
   “This is not the way to consider a policy,” 
Wright said. “You don’t have the right to 
mandate another elected official.”
   “You’re chastising me,” said Trustee 
White, who had written the proposed travel 
policy that was to be discussed at that 
meeting and then was postponed.
   Then everyone started talking at once and 
Supervisor McNamara quieted them down 
forcefully.
   Trustee Kevin Martin changed the 
subject to ask about line items paid on that 
week’s voucher list and his questions were 
answered. Supervisor McNamara said he 
learned to read the voucher list before the 

work/study session after what had happened 
two weeks earlier when Wright’s requested 
reimbursement for a $110 international 
passport was questioned.
   Then Wright’s trip to Montreal was 
questioned. Wright was at a conference and 
not present at the March 6 and 7 meetings.
   At the end of the March 20 meeting, 
Trustee White questioned Deputy Clerk 
Joanne Montgomery’s reimbursement for 
a conference, pointing out she and Wright 
each drove to the same conference and, “It 
cost $800 for two individuals to go to the 
same conference.”
   Wright said he would explain: Montgomery 
was going on to another conference after 
the first one, so they drove separately.
   Wright said he wanted to point out that the 
International Institute of Municipal Clerks 
that was meeting in Montreal was not an 
international group, but had corporate 
offices in California. He said it does cover 
clerks in Canada and the United Kingdom. 
Wright said he has to have X amount of 
educational points to achieve the Master 
Clerk’s designation he is seeking.
   When asked if that could be done on line, 
he said it could but you only get half the 

credits that way.
   The meeting started with Trustee White 
outlining the new Employee Travel and 
Training policy he wrote after researching 
the policies other governmental units had. 
He set up a template where everything goes 
through the township supervisor.
   Trustee Miller suggested the board 
go back and tell the public “how we got 
here.”
   She said at the last board meeting the 
board decided to consider changes to the 
policy on travel and training. She said it 
had to do with having a culture of trust for 
the community. She said board members 
should be open-minded and be good 
listeners.
   “I don’t want to create stress for any 
board members,” Trustee Miller said.
   “March 6 opened a dialogue,” said 
Clerk Wright, referring to the work/study 
session he missed. “Nobody contacted me 
… They want a working relationship with 
me, but talk about me, without me. I got 
a telephone call from the supervisor and I 
told him what to do…”
   The board removed Wright’s request 
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Editorial

Speedway needs 
land from DDA
to satisfy county
   At Tuesday’s regular meeting of 
the Van Buren Township Downtown 
Development Authority, Speedway LLC 
had four representatives present to request 
a 27’ sliver of land along Belleville Road to 
satisfy Wayne County’s requirement for the 
driveway design.
   Speedway wishes to construct a 
4,600-square-foot service station on 2.08 
acres at the northeast corner of Belleville 
and Tyler roads. In order to do so, Wayne 
County wants a special roadway design that 
requires using land that the DDA purchased 
in 2013 for sidewalks.
   After a long discussion, the DDA voted 
unanimously to agree to sell what was 
needed, about 200 feet of the strip, to 
Speedway LLC at $122 per linear foot (what 
it paid for the property) for its frontage 
on Belleville Road, subject to a mutual 
agreement being worked out.
   The representatives from Speedway said 
they need to take that proposal to their 
directors to move forward.
   VBT Supervisor Kevin McNamara said 
that intersection is slightly misaligned 
and maybe the county will be able to 
straighten it out with this project. He said 
now northbound traffic on Belleville Road 
making a left turn at Tyler comes in as #2 in 
accidents in the township.
   He told the developers that they are at the 
gateway to the new developments along 
Belleville Road north of Tyler. Presently 
only two vacant lots are left between the 
freeway and Tyler, he said.

   The big new generator, paid for by federal 
funds, is now operational at the Sumpter 
Township Community Center. That was 
the announcement by Karen Armatis at 
Tuesday’s regular meeting of the Sumpter 
Township Board of Trustees. The generator 
was delivered last June and was not in 
service for the March 8 windstorm that 
knocked out power to thousands of people 
in this area.
   Armatis, deputy to both the treasurer 
and supervisor in Sumpter, said it cost the 
township $4,600 to increase the size of the 
gas line and the meters to get the generator 
working.

***
   On Saturday morning I got word that 
Menard started tree removal at its site just 
north of Walmart. They are moving ahead 
and are planning for a February 2018 grand 
opening.
   At Tuesday’s regular meeting of the 
Sumpter Township Board of Trustees, 
Trustee Don Swinson invited everyone 
to come to the Atchinson Ford dealership 
where he works, have a cup of coffee, and 
watch them tear some trees down next 
door.

***
   You remember the Einstein Room at the 
new Belleville High School? The classroom 
with the $46,230 wind tunnel?
   I’m told it’s not being used and is dusty 
now. The newly formed Robotics team 
wants to rename the room the Robotics 
Room. They are being allowed to use it for 
their projects.
   The school board in August 2013 
approved taking the money from high 
school construction bond funds to pay 

AEROLAB for an Education Wind Tunnel 
for the new physics lab at BHS.
   My report of that meeting says:
   The wind tunnel has velocity up to 145 
mph, is six feet tall and weighs 600-700 
pounds. BHS Principal Abdul Madyun 
made the presentation to the board on the 
equipment, saying he has yet to find a 
high school anywhere that has what BHS 
will have. “We could become a beacon 
to others … to come to school here,” he 
said, adding the new Einstein Room is to 
spark educational fire in students. Madyun 
was asked about the life of the tunnel and 
he didn’t know, but said, “It’s not going 
to go out anytime soon.” He noted all the 
teachers are excited. He said the University 
of Michigan has a wind tunnel, but the 
Ford Center where Van Buren sends its 
vocational students doesn’t have one.

***
   After Monday’s school board meeting, I 
asked Jeff Moore, director of curriculum, 
about the wind tunnel and he said it isn’t 
working. Something’s wrong with it.

***
   On the dispatch log for Van Buren 
Township police a robbery was reported 
at Victory Lane at just after midnight on 
Monday, March 20.
   I asked about the report and Lt. Charles 
Bazzy said that it involved two private 
parties that know each other who were in 
the Victory Lane parking lot long after the 
business closed up for the evening.

   Lt. Bazzy said it looks like a drug deal 
gone awry, but the people involved are not 
forthcoming.

***
   A Belleville resident said she has an 
AT&T land line and she would like to alert 
people that if you call 
AT&T and give them 
your account number 
they will give you a 
$20 credit off your next 
month’s bill if you lost 
your phone service 
during the recent power 
outage. She said at her 
house, she had no power, no lights, no land 
line, and no generator. But, she did have a 
cell phone and a place to go to charge it up 
when needed.

***
   We got a message on our answering 
machine over the week end that said 
drivers have decided to name the turkey 
that keeps returning to a busy local corner. 
It’s now being called the Whittaker Turkey. 
I think the Whittaker Turkey is the one in 
our editorial cartoon this week.

***
   Some of the VBT banners along Belleville 
Road took a beating in the March 8 
windstorm. The ones destroyed were taken 
down by Old Glory and the spring banners 
put up. DDA executive director Susan 
Ireland said they may make an insurance 
claim on the shredded banners.
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LettersColumbia Court
Apartments

734-697-8200
Minutes From Shopping, Freeways & Restaurants

For 1 Bedroom & Studio Apartments Only.
Accepting Applications for Individuals 62 & Older

H.U.D. Guidlines Apply
A Senior Facility of National Church Residences

Affordable Housing • Sec 8-202

BARBARA ROGALLE MILLER
Attorney At Law
321 Main Street

Belleville, Michigan 48111
(734) 697-4455 - Fax (734) 697-7177

--Anais Nin

"Life shrinks or expands in
proportion to one's courage."

“I like to listen. I have learned a great deal 
from listening carefully. Most people never 

listen.”
-- Ernest Hemingway 

BARBARA ROGALLE MILLER
Attorney At Law

VICTOR WALBRIDGE
Of Counsel

321 Main Street
Belleville, Michigan 48111

(734) 697-4455 - Fax (734) 697-7177

Pleasing You, Pleases Us

734-325-7799
Members & Qualified Guests

Belleville Family Center # 934
45476 Harris Road
Belleville, MI 48111
bellevillemoose.com

moose934@yahoo.com

Weekday & Weekend Rates

Bartending Service Provided -
Catering Available -- Ask for Tiff!

Free Wi-Fi Hotspot!

Loyal Order of Moose • Women of the Moose • Moose Legion

The Family Fraternity

“Isn’t it strange that I who have written 
only unpopular books should be such a 

popular fellow? ”
– Albert Einstein

Celebration of Life for 
Dave Wilson is Sunday
To the Editor:
   The Celebration of the Life of Dave 
Wilson will take place at the Pittsfield 
Union Grange, 3337 Ann Arbor-Saline 
Road (about 1/2 mile south of I-94’s Exit 
174) at 3 p.m., Sunday afternoon, April 2.
   The plan for the afternoon: 3 p.m., 
gathering and mixing about; 3:15 p.m., 
a short musical interlude (by the small 
recorder group Dave played in weekly for 
several years).
   Main event: reminiscing
   Next: Another short musical interlude (by 
the Belleville Brass Quintet, comprised of 
Dave’s son Bill Wilson, his wife Gloria, 
and their three grown children, Alex, Dana, 
and Hope -- all of whom lived in Belleville 
for a number of years).
   All that will be followed by a pot-luck 
supper (ovens are available at the Grange 
for warming food up).
   If you have any questions, feel free to 
contact me at (734) 512-3877.
 
Marty Wilson
Van Buren Township

We need your pictures of 
farming in Sumpter
To the Editor:
   The 2017 Sumpter Country Fest theme 
will be: “We’re Still Country.”
   We are looking for pictures to display 
during the festival depicting the evolution 
of farming in Sumpter Township from the 
early 1900s to the present 21st Century.
   If you have any pictures to share about 
farming in Sumpter, including equipment, 
tractors, etc., to add to our project we would 
appreciate your help.
   Pictures can be mailed to me: Joanne 
Posegay, 45480 Rymut Dr., Belleville, 
dropped off at or mailed to Sumpter 
Township Hall at 23480 Sumpter Rd., 
Belleville 48111 to the Attention of Karen 
Armatis (734) 461-6201, or they can be 
left at the Senior Center with Mary Ann 
Watson.
   All original pictures will be copied and 
returned to you so please put your name, 
address, and phone number with a short 
description on the back.
   We will be located at the pavilion entrance 
all during the festival. We hope you will 
stop by and visit our display.
Joanne Posegay (734) 697-0639
Sumpter Twp. Parks & Recreation

CBC announces special 
events for April, June
To the Editor:
   The Belleville Central Business 
Community is looking forward to hosting 
Flop E Bunny at Victory Park on Saturday, 
April 15, from 12 Noon to 2 p.m.  We will 
be joined by CAF5 who will be selling 
hot dogs and drinks to raise funds to help 
local families. Watch for the ad in this 
paper listing the times for the candy hunt 
and pictures with the bunny.  Sponsors are:  
Genisys Credit Union, Presenting Sponsor; 
Tucker Insurance Agency, Photo Sponsor; 
and Friends of Michigan Animals Rescue, 
Candy Sponsor.
   The CBC’s newest project is restarting 
the Farmer’s Market in the 4th Street 
Square. The Market will run from 4 p.m. to 
7:30 p.m. the second and fourth Mondays 
starting in June.  There will be produce, 
canned items, bakery items, crafters and so 
much more. If you know a local resident 
who would like to participate in the Market, 
please have them email me.  Hope many of 
you will plan on shopping at the square and 
if it is successful, next year we may run it 
every Monday.
   Of course, June brings the National 
Strawberry Festival and the CBC is in 
charge of the Juried Crafters in the Main 
Street venue. The Jury meets the first 
Tuesday of the month and they are always 
looking for unique crafts.  Feel free to email 
me for an application or go on the website 
www.bellevillecbc.org  and complete a 
fillable application.

Janet Millard, Event Coordinator
Belleville Central Business Community
jfayemillard@att.net

Martins & Sons 
celebrating 60 years
To the Editor:
   I am not surprised that Martin 
and Sons are celebrating 60 years 
of service this year! Wow, four 
generations of hard work and dedication.  
   I want to thank them for their honesty and 
hard work on my vehicle EVERY time! 
 

Loyal Customer
Jill Johnson

Public invited to 
Democratic Club Chili 
Cook-off on April 27
   The Southwestern Wayne County 
Democratic Club invites the public to a 
Chili Cook-Off from 5 to 7 p.m., Thursday, 
April 27, at the Wayne County Fairgrounds, 
10871 Quirk Road, Van Buren Township.
   Chili entry fee is $20. Vote for the best 
chili. Extra votes for $1. Hot dogs and 
dessert. Awards for winners. Bragging 
Rights optional.
   Donation is $10 for adults, $5 seniors, 
child over five is $5, with younger kids 
free. Information: (734) 634-3569.
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Bethany Bible Church
810 E. Huron River Dr.       Belleville, Michigan 48111

(734) 697-7456
Sunday:  Adult Bible classes & Children’s Sunday School - 9:45am
                Morning Worship - 11:00am
Wednesday:  House of Prayer - 6:30pm • Children and Teens - 6:30pm
                         Kids Awana - 6:30 to 8:15pm (Fall through Spring)
Please visit our website for more information: bethanybiblechurch.com

WE’RE A/C & TRANSMISSION SPECIALISTS!

Read John 3:16 & Acts 2:4
Phone (734) 699-6147   Cell (734) 740-1910

LIBERTY GOSPEL CHURCH
105 N. LIBERTY, BELLEVILLE

Worship in
Spirit & Truth.

HTTP://LIBERTYGOSPELCHURCH.ORG

Sunday Worship  - 10 a.m.
Tuesday Worship  - 7 p.m.
Pastor Bernie Travis

OPEN ARMS LUTHERAN 
CHURCH & DAYCARE

7865 Belleville Rd., Belleville, MI 48111
(734) 699-5000

9 a.m. Adult Bible Class  10 a.m. Worship
www.openarmscenter.com

Towing Available
Open Weekdays 8 a.m – 5 p.m.

Family Owned & Operated For 40 Years!

(734) 699-3185

409 W. Columbia Ave., Belleville, MI 48111 
(734) 697-1211

▪ Saturday Mass: 6:00pm
▪ Sunday Masses:  8:30am & 10:30am
stanthonybelleville.weconnect.com

ST. ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH

EMail: nettroandco@comcast.net
http://www.angelanettro.featuredwebsite.com

  Residential * Commercial * Vacant * Repos * Short Sales

Fax: (734) 697-3531
P.O. Box 592, Belleville, MI 48112

“Real Estate with Real Service”

FREE ESTIMATES! 697-1777
Call Charles "Toby" Leis - anytime

Licensed Master Plumber
#81-10257 "Insured"

Certified Back Flow Cross
Connection Inspector
& Testing

C.A.L. Plumbing & Heating
"Quality and Service you can depend on"

Working for you in our
community for over 15 years!

SELLING MILLIONS IN OUR HOMETOWN!

734-461-9458
Visit us @

fmar1.org
and on

Promoting a
Healthy
and Safe
Environment
for All.

Where Pets
and
People Meet.

VISIT WWW.FRIENDSOFMICHIGAN.ORG 
TO ADOPT, DONATE, AND VOLUNTEER!

RIVER OF LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
870 Savage Rd., Belleville, MI 48111

(734) 699-6700
Worship Sunday: 10:30 a.m.  Wed. Family Night: 7-8:15 p.m.
Boys & Girls Ministries, Youth, College & Career, and Seniors Ministry. 

Visit rol-ag.com

“Helping you to get a fresh start today!”
AAA rated member of the BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU

CS & R DIVORCE & DISABILITY    734-425-1074
28473 WARREN ROAD, GARDEN CITY, MI 48135 (located in the MERCEDES PLAZA)

WEBSITE:  www.GetitDoneWithoutLawyers.com

Save 80% DIVORCE (starting at $75)
SSI & DISABILITY CASES

You can have confidence with CS&R
Judges say our briefs are the “best they have read”

*   QUIT CLAIM DEEDS        *   MOTIONS
*   POWER OF ATTORNEY / WILLS       *   ELMINATE BACK CHILD SUPPORT

Pastor Bob Lafferty
16650 Sumpter Rd., Belleville

734-345-9053
Sunday Morning Service 10:30    Wednesday Bible Study 6:30

Friday Youth Night 6:30
http://www.bellevillelighthousechurch.org

BELLEVILLE LIGHTHOUSE CHURCH

State Farm®

RESIDENTIAL AND
COMMERCIAL

westbranchbuilders@yahoo.com

LICENSED
INSURED

SERVING OUR
COMMUNITY FOR
OVER 38 YEARS

PHONE 734-476-1098

21321 KARR RD
BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

Family Bible Study
Faith Assembly Church

You’re Invited! Saturday Nights
Free Dinner 6:15pm  Bible Study 7:00pm - 8:00pm
894 E. Huron River Drive, Belleville, MI 48111
Find us on Facebook! or www.faithassemblybelleville.com 

11900 BELLEVILLE ROAD
BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

www.bellevillepresbyterian.com
Email: bpcsec@sbcglobal.net

Phone: 734-697-8687  Fax: 734-697-9290
SUNDAY WORSHIP: 10:00 A.M.

 

BELLEVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Would you like to have
your Church listed in this

directory? Call Advertising 
Manager Bob Mytych at

734-699-9020 today!
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(734) 697-4500
David C. Brown, Manager   Shelly A. Brown-Chudzinski, Director

Complete Line of Monuments & Markers.
www.DAVIDCBROWNFH.com

David C. Brown Funeral Home

460 E. HURON RIVER DR., BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

Specializing in Celebration of Life Services.

Whether you are moving or liquidating an entire 
estate. We can help. We will organize, price, 
advertise and run the sale. Our team is efficient, 
discreet, creditable and very friendly. We’re

Estate Sale Pros, LLC.
We offer:

Free appraisal estimate of the estate contents.• 
Free advertising, and we’ll pay for all your • 
permits.
Certified appraiser present at all sales.• 
A detailed sales agreement.• 
Over 20 years experience, we are insured and • 
have many references.

Call Jerry Lowhorn, CPPA
734-765-5589 or
Gary Smith, Sales Manager
734-516-0416
estatesaleprosjg@yahoo.com
Or find us at EstateSale.com

Higgerson & Neal
Funeral Home

Continuing An 85 Year Belleville Tradition Since 1932

James L. Higgerson, Manager
Beverly E. Neal, Director

209 Main Street
Belleville, Michigan 48111

734-697-9400
VISIT US AT WWW.HNFHOME.COM

WHERE FAMILIES COME FIRST

    
     

    
     



             
                

               
         

   
   

       
  
    

  
    

 
   
   

    
    

  

  
    
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   
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    

  
    

 
   
   

    
    

  

  
    

Includes arrangement conference,
local transportation, crematory,
cremation container,
website obituary
and video tribute.

Simplified

Cremation

$1,695

LOIS ELAINE ANGUILM
(April 14, 1927 – March 10, 2017)
Lois Elaine (Fredericks) Anguilm died March 
10, 2017. She was born April 14, 1927, the 
daughter of Charles Everett and Gertie Victoria 
Fredericks.
She was preceded in death by her beloved 
husband of 43 years William Phillip Anguilm.
Loving mother of William C. (Valorie) Anguilm 
and Victoria M. (John) Richards. Her 10 
grandchildren are Erin (Steve) Lezotte, Michele 
Cawood, Dawn (Terry) Dangerfield, Heather 
McCoy, Kelly Richards, Ashlee Anguilm, 
Danny Anguilm and William Andrews II.
Fourteen great-grandchildren are Shawn (Jenny) 
Lezotte, Krystal (Jordan) Lesinski, Alexander, 
Sophia, Chloe, Zachary, Maci, Addison, Ella, 
Adam, David and Heaven.
She was preceded in death by her only sibling 
Marilyn Louise Harter.
There are very many nieces and nephews and 
friends. She will be deeply missed.
Immediate cremation took place.

Lois Elaine Anguilm

RACHAEL MAE CLARK
(February 1, 1949 - March 23, 2017)
Rachael Mae (Hogan) Clark of Belleville passed 
away Thursday, March 23, 2017.
She was a 1968 graduate from Belleville High 
School.
Rachael leaves behind her children, Peggie 
(Stan) Culross, Donna Dent, Patrick (Amy) 
Hogan, and four grandchildren. She also leaves 
behind brothers and sisters, William A. (Wendy) 
Clark, Shirley J. (Bill) Lyson, Susan E. Peralta, 
Cannie J. McNamara, and Alan R. (Ying) Clark, 
along with many nieces, nephews, and friends.
She was preceded in death by her brother Calvin 
Daniel Clark and her parents Peggie Jean and 
Henry Ford Clark.
Rachel was loved dearly and she will be greatly 
missed. A family ceremony will be held.

Rachael Mae Clark

ROBERTA CARRITHERS
(February 22, 1926 - March 23, 2017)
Roberta Carrithers, age 91, died peacefully 
early Thursday morning, March 23 at the Arbor 
Hospice Residence of Saline, MI.
Roberta is the loving wife of the late Olan 
(d.1980); cherished sister of Maxine Jones 
of Ferndale, Kenneth (Yvonne) Williamson 
of Brownstown, Norma Jean Williamson of 
Milan, Jeff Williamson of Ypsilanti and Anna 
Jane (Ernest) Smith of Ypsilanti. Roberta is also 
survived by many loving extended family and 
friends. Sadly, she is preceded in death by her 
siblings, Opal Mullins (d.2000), Casel Deskins, 
(d. February 2017), John Williamson (d.2002) 
and Zach Williamson (d.2013).
Born on February 22, 1926 in Canada, KY, 
Roberta and Olan made Mt. Morris, MI their 
home for many years. She moved to  the 
Ypsilanti area in 1983 following Olan’s death in 
1980. A 30-year employee with General Motors 
in Flint, Roberta enjoyed gardening, cooking, 
traveling and times with her extended nieces 
and nephews and their children. She will be 
deeply missed.
A funeral service honoring Roberta’s life was 
held at 11 a.m. Monday, March 27, in the main 
chapel of the David C. Brown Funeral Home 
of Belleville. Pastor Joe Kennedy officiated the 
services. The family greeted guests one hour 
prior to services. A procession for committal 
prayers followed  to Knollwood Cemetery, 
Canton.
Visiting hours were held Sunday, March 26, 
from 2 until 8 p.m. at the funeral home. 
In lieu  of flowers, memorial tributes may be 
directed to the  Ypsilanti Missionary  Baptist 
Church.

Roberta Carrithers

ASHTYN LI WRIGHT
(January 12, 2012 - March 20, 2017)
Age 5, passed away at C.S. Mott Children’s 
Hospital. Daughter of Scott Wright and Taryn 
Paige Miller of Westland. Cremation accorded. 
David C. Brown Funeral Home. A dinner in her 
memory is April 9, at Lyskawa VFW Post, 6828 
N. Waverly St., Dearborn Heights 48127.

DENIS JOSEPH BLAKEMAN
(February 11, 1960 - March 25, 2017)
Of Van Buren Twp. Survived by mother; children 
Chris, Nicole, Anthony; 4 grandchildren; 5 
siblings. Funeral Mass 11 a.m., March 30, St. 
Anthony Catholic Church. Janowiak Funeral 
Home, Sumpter Chapel.

BRIAN KIM de LAROQUE
(May 14, 1955 - March 25, 2017)
Age 61, of Augusta Township. Survived by 
children Christine Godsey and Amy de Laroque; 
father Norbert; brother Kevin; and grandson 
Caleb. Cremation rites accorded. David C. 
Brown Funeral Home, Belleville.
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In-Home Service Calls Too!

(734) 697-3206
Bemis Road @ Savage Roads

WE SELL USED
APPLIANCES!
Pick-Up & Delivery

JOE’S APPLIANCES

45915 S. I-94 Service Dr., Belleville

10% OFF

HOURS
MON.-THURS. 11AM-10PM

FRI. 11AM - 11PM
SAT. 12PM-11PM
SUN. 12PM-10PM

(734) 699-1550
See our menu online at chinakingbelleville.com

DOUBLE COMBINATION PLATES - $10.00
SINGLE COMBINATION PLATES - $7.25 - $8.00

Any Entree (Includes Carry Out Orders)
or Buffet Purchase Per Person

DINE-IN OR CARRY OUT
Chinese & American Food

BUDWEISER BOTTLES - $2.75, WINE AVAILABLE!

CHINA KING COUPON
COUPON EXPIRES APRIL 30, 2017

Next to the Belleville Post Office

HOTSPOT

Obituaries
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More Letters

LOOKING TO PURCHASE 
OR REFINANCE?

www.independentbank.com/mortgage/gmason
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Glenn Mason
Senior Residential Loan Officer
3025 Boardwalk St.,  
Ste. 260, Ann Arbor

P: 734.545.7130 
C: 734.548.3167 
E: gmason@ibcp.com

VIRGINIA CHRISTINE THOMAS
(May 11, 1933 - March 23, 2017)
Age 83, of Belleville. Loving companion of 
Dellis Brown. Survived by daughters Larion, 
Janet, Donna; 7 grandchildren, 13 great-
grandchildren. Cremation rites accorded. David 
C. Brown Funeral Home.

Local residents meet with 
Senator Colbeck
To the Editor:
   On March 16, citizens of Van Buren 
Township, Belleville, and Canton met with 
State Senator Patrick Colbeck and his in-
district Manager Penny Crider.
   A Van Buren Township resident arranged 
this meeting by calling Lansing after two 
separate coffee hours with Sen. Hopgood 
and Rep. Pagan within the last month 
failed to address concerns of the taxpayers 
at those coffee hours.
   At the first coffee hour with Senator 
Hopgood, we were directed to search 
websites for answers. The second meeting 
was held at a public restaurant where 
Rep. Pagan did not have a microphone. 
Therefore, the background noise made 
it difficult to hear us. As a result, another 
failed attempt to get answers to valid issues 
by 18 attendees.
   Moving forward to the March 16 gathering 
with Sen. Colbeck, the following questions 
and statements were addressed:
   • No-fault insurance, increasing rates;
   • Waste dumping from other states to be 
taken in by Michigan;
   • Visteon bankruptcy;
   • Foster families convicted of a felony 
should automatically lose their license of 
raising children;
   • Road construction versus bike paths; 
and
   • The proposed Lake House on Belleville 
Lake.
   The validity of these topics were addressed 
by 22 people in attendance.
   Updates to these matters can be obtained 
by contacting Penny Crider at (517) 373-
5713 or pcrider@senate.michigan.gov .
   All Michiganders have the same 
commonality. Let our taxes really make a 
“Pure Michigan.”

Carol Ann Pesta
Van Buren Township resident

Sen. Patrick Colbeck poses for a picture with two of those attending the March 16 meeting 
in Canton. At left is Carol Ann Pesta and at right Phyllis Johnson, both of Van Buren 
Township. Sen. Colbeck drove from Lansing for the special meeting following a day of 
work at the legislature.

Residents of Van Buren Township, Belleville, and Canton discussed topics important to 
them with Sen. Patrick Colbeck.

Concerned about fire at 
Islamic Center
March 12, 2017
To the Editor:
   I, like many, was deeply concerned to 
learn about the fire at the Islamic Center in 
Pittsfield Township yesterday evening.
   At a time when we are seeing an increase in 
threats against members of our communities 
based on race and religion – whether at a 
Mosque or a Jewish Community Center 
– there is obvious reason for concern, 
and there are many questions as to what 
happened and why.
   I have spoken with law enforcement 
officials and am pleased that federal 
authorities are working with state and local 
law enforcement to investigate this incident 
and determine the facts.
   If it is found to be arson, the perpetrators 
must be held accountable. As a community, 
we must stand united against hate and 
division in our society.
Debbie Dingell
U.S. Congresswoman MI-12

Thanks to St. Jude
To the Editor:
   Thank you, St. Jude, for answering my 
prayers. Stay by me always.
Thank you, CJ.

VBT Civic Fund sets 
Tigers Alumni Charity 
Event for May 20
   The Van Buren Civic Fund has set its 
Play Ball – Tigers Alumni Charity Event 
for May 20 on the softball field behind Van 
Buren Township Hall as a fund raiser for 
the fund.
   At its regular meeting on March 28, the 
VBT Downtown Development Authority 
voted to be a sponsor of the event for a 
$100 fee.
   Those wishing to play the Tiger Alumni 
may do so at a cost of $250 per person.



Page 8� Belleville Area Independent/March 30, 2017March 30, 2017/Belleville Area Independent� Page 9

 The Law Office of

  Amy M. Eversole

152 Main St.
Suite 11
Belleville, Mich. 48111 www.amyeversolelaw.com

Call 734-718-8574

 Estate Planning   Probate   Criminal Law
 Family Law   Property Law

NOW OPEN!
67 Main Street

never beaten

often licked

699-7188

SAME PRICES!
For the Third Year in a Row!

Belleville
Frosty Boy

form a committee to study how to enhance 
and make preschool a priority. “We have to 
have some kind of vision.”
   Frazier said the RESA person said 
Haggerty was in “nice shape,” but needs a 
boiler and lighting.
   “There’s all kinds of issues here.
   Williams said it was built in 1957.
   Frazier made a motion to continue 
the operation of Haggerty School with 
minimum repairs for one more year and to 
form a committee.
   She said they should postpone a decision 
until the board can study the issue and find 
options.
   “I think there’s a rush to judgment,” 
Frazier said.
   Secretary Kevin English said the district 
is losing money hosting the daycare.
   Board president Keith Johnston said he 
wouldn’t be opposed to closing the school 
for a couple of years.
   Frazier said she recommends that board 
members go over and see the school before 
making any decisions.
   “It is old,” Johnston said.
   He called for a second to Frazier’s motion 
and English seconded the motion.
   Trustee Simone Pinter said teachers at the 
school should come in and tell the board 
what they think.
   The motion passed, 6-1, with Johnston 
casting the only no vote.
   In other business at Monday’s three-hour 
meeting, the board:
    • Voted unanimously to get an engineering 
plan done so specifications can be drawn 
up to go out for bids for knocking down the 
ECDC building at Edgemont School and 

School board
(continued from page 1)

putting in a parking lot for parent parking. 
Low bidder was Hennessey Engineers at 
$19,400. Money for the project is from the 
Sinking Fund. Kudlak said the engineering 
design would be good for a long time, if 
they don’t want to proceed at once;
    • Approved paying $7,250, plus expenses, 
to the Michigan Association of School 
Boards to assist the school board in drawing 
up a new strategic plan for the district. 
Debbie Stair presented the plan, which will 
take three or four months to complete and 
lots of meetings with stakeholders. She 
said Dr. Rod Green will be working with 
the district on the data-driven plan;
    • Heard Wanda Travis, a vocational 
rehabilitation counselor with the state 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
ask businesses in the area to offer work 
experience for disabled student workers 
in their own community. She said she has 
more than 30 students in her program here. 
Travis said the state pays for their wages. 
Businesses may call Belleville High School 
for more information;
    • Approved hiring Amber Milkovich 
as a special education paraprofessional 
at Edgemont as of March 27 and Mary 
Voigt as executive secretary to the Special 
Education Director at the administration 
building as of March 20;
    • Approved terminations of the following 
teachers: Jennifer Nordin of Owen who is 
resigning as of April 12 after 17 years of 
service; Kimberly Ferrell of BHS, retiring 
July 16 after two years of service; and Jon 
Moore of Savage, retiring July 16 after 20 
years of service;
    • Approved hiring Jordan Hovis as a 
social studies teacher at McBride as of 
March 14; Catherine Kaczmar as an art 
teacher at McBride as of March 29; and 

Hannah Sabol as a counselor at BHS as of 
March 27;
    • Approved the field trip request of senior 
David Date and DECA advisor Jason 
Butka to attend the International DECA 
(Distributive Education Clubs of America) 
conference April 25-30 in Anaheim, CA. 
David is BHS’ first-ever qualifier for 
the competition. The student’s family is 
funding the trip;
    • Approved McBride Middle School’s 
eighth graders’ annual trip to Washington, 
D.C. for April 11-14, 2018. Student cost 
is $779 each and is self-financed with 
scholarships available;
    • Heard a presentation by BHS principal 
Stacey Buhro and five staff members on 
instructional changes for the 2016-17 
school year at BHS;
    • Heard a required annual report from 
John Leroy, principal of McBride Middle 
School, on progress with the Focus School 
designation. McBride was named a Focus 
School by the state in 2015 because the gap 
between the highest learners and the lowest 
learners was too great. The goal is to close 
the gap;
    • Heard a report on academics and test 
scores by Jeff Moore, curriculum director;
    • Approved the second reading and 
adoption of updates to the board policies;
    • Heard an informal update on the 
ongoing superintendent evaluation;
    • Heard English give a legislative report; 
and
    • Heard Frazier say that during the 
BHS band’s concert at Hill Auditorium 
in Ann Arbor, school board members 
Kelly Owen and Allison Bennett sat with 
the person who caused all the litigation 
at Savage Elementary School. She said 
board members should be reminded to be 
careful when there is pending litigation. 
She said several members of the audience 
brought this up to her. She said Collins 
Blaha lawfirm billed the district another 
$8,901.50, “as this black spot on our 
district continues.”
   A closed session had been on the agenda 
to consider the Savage law suit, #16-cv-
11805, but the board did not go into closed 
session.

By Pete Kudlak
Superintendent, 

Van Buren Public Schools

Superintendent’s 
Corner

   It sure is easy to take things for granted. 
By definition, we do not even know that we 
are doing this. Mental and physical health, 
safety, our spouse, time with our kids, time 
in general, electricity…
   So many of you had your lives changed 
for a few days when the wind knocked out 
power to thousands of homes in our area. 
You had to think about basic things such 
as heat, water, light, food, and even how 
to pass your time. Electricity is such an 
embedded part of our existence.
   As a whole, DTE received positive reviews 
in their organization, communication, 
and speed in which they serviced their 
customers. We now have our electricity 
back and things are back to normal.
   It is really amazing to me that after 
an incident how fast I go right back to 
taking things for granted. I am no longer 
thankful that the light switch actually does 
something.
   Whenever I stop to think about it, I am 
disappointed in myself. Personal and family 
health scares or the unnerving feeling of 
time with my high school kids running out 
only seems to briefly change my behavior.
   I think that we all have events that really 
change how we live our life. For those 
of us that grew up with substance abuse, 
we are less likely to take certain things 
for granted. If you have family members 
battling a mental illness, I am sure that you 
approach some situations from a different 
place than most. We all have our areas that 
we understand issues more deeply than 
others and act accordingly.
   I like to think that we are better people 
when we do not take things for granted. We 
should be working daily to make positive 
improvements in ourselves. Sometimes 
these changes only last a short period of 
time before we slip back into our normal 
behavior and sometimes the changes stick.
   I challenge each of you to look at what 
you really have in your life. Many of us are 
in excellent health, many have a working 
car, many have food for tonight, many have 
a family, many have a strong work ethic, 
many have an enjoyable hobby, many have 
a good friend, many have a job, and many 
are connected to the community.
   I have a great job in a wonderful 
community, a family that I cherish, health 
to be able to do whatever I want to, and a 
couple of good friends that I can call for 
anything.
   I do not claim to have any special 
understanding or ability in making change. 
I just know that if we always focus on what 
we do not have, we will never value all that 
we do have.

Birthdays
   March 27 – Doris Kuziak
   April 1 – Dan Martin, Sharon Warring, 
Virg Stoltz
   April 2 – Chuck Nerswick
   April 3 – Carol Bird, Chelsea Hackett
   April 4 – Jaclyn Villas
   April 6 – Joan Bodnar
   April 7 – Rosemary Fitzsimmons, Tom 
DiPietro

Do you have a birthday in April? Does 
anyone you know have a birthday soon? 
Call the Independent at 699-9020 and let 
us know. We’ll list it in this column ASAP 
following your call. There is no charge.
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YOUR SAFETY IS OUR PRIORITY!

BAI

Open Monday – Friday  8am - 6pm • Saturday  9am - 1pm

STOP IN AND ASK ABOUT 
OUR PREMIUM SERPENTINE 

BELT SPECIAL STARTING
AT $5999 (Most Cars)

DISC BRAKE SPECIAL
PREMIUM PADS & ROTORS, INCLUDES 
LABOR, STARTING AT $225 OR LESS!

Most Cars. Restrictions Apply.
WITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 4-30-17

W. Columbia Ave. E. Columbia Ave.

Main St. E. Huron River D
r.

Sum
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BAI

SENIORS, VETERANS &
ACTIVE MILITARY TAKE

10% OFF YOUR TOTAL BILL
WITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 4-30-17

WINDOWS TINTED
WEDNESDAYS

CALL FOR APPOINTMENT
(734) 363-1608

A+ Rating with
YOUR HEATING & COOLING FAMILY

For Free Estimates, Call
(313) 381-2800

20740 Ecorse Road, Taylor, MI 48180

Have You Been Turned
Down for Credit? WE CAN HELP!

Credit Problems? Bankruptcy?
NO PROBLEM

We can design a system and budget plan just for you.

180 Days Same As Cash
6 Mo. 0% Interest

No Payments

Furnace Installed
$1650

10 year parts and labor

as low as SUPER HIGH
EFFICIENCY

FAMILY OWNED FOR OVER 37 YEARS!

Furnace Installed
$1075as low as HIGH

EFFICIENCY

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

      The Sumpter Township Board of 
Trustees decided it wasn’t a good idea 
to pay two board members $500 more a 
month because they were working harder.
   At the Feb. 14 meeting of the board, the 
agenda item was removed that approved 
paying Trustee Don LaPorte and Clerk 
Clarence Hoffman $500 more a month for 
their liaison positions. LaPorte is board 
liaison of the police and fire departments 
and Hoffman is liaison of the building 
department.
   When resident Mary Ban asked where this 
idea came up to pay them extra, Supervisor 
John Morgan said there is a lot of work 
to being liaison to these departments and 
there is a precedent. He recalled the board 
approved paying the late Trustee Bill 
Hamm $500 a month more to serve as 
liaison to the building department.
   “But, we decided not to do that,” 
Supervisor Morgan said.
   Another related agenda item was also 
removed for consideration: Consider 
approval for an administrative leave from 
the fire department for Don LaPorte.”
   Trustee LaPorte explained.
   He said he thought to serve as liaison 
to the fire department he would have to 
separate himself from the fire department.
   “I have a passion for going on fire calls,” 
said LaPorte, who said he has been doing 
this for roughly 11 years. He said he has 
spent hundreds of hours in training.
   “I respectfully ask to remain on the fire 
department,” he said.
   When the Independent asked if it was 
legal for him to vote on fire department 
matters when he was on the fire department, 
township attorney Rob Young said 
being liaison is just a matter of bringing 
information to the board and he could vote 
on fire department matters.
   LaPorte said he would abstain from union 
contract votes.
   In other business at the Feb. 14 meeting, 
the board:
    • Approved allowing the Sumpter Seniors 
to use the community center without 
charge for a Black History celebration on 
Feb. 24;

Sumpter Board decides not to give extra pay to two board members
    • Approved the reappointment of Richard 
Pokerwinski to the planning commission 
with a term to expire July 23, 2019;
    • Approved removing Esther Hurst from 
the Zoning Board of Appeals since she was 
appointed township trustee. Also approved 
appointing Ken Bednark to her BZA term 
to expire Dec. 17, 2017;
    • Approved an employment contract for 
Maria Beaudrie, who had retired but has 
been coming back to help out. She can’t be 
paid without a contract;
    • Approved the appointment of 
Michelle Bellingham as Human Resources 
Coordinator effective Feb. 27, with 
Bellingham leaving the union. The board 
directed Young to write up a contract for 
the position. Bellingham took five or 
more seminars on her own and took the 
Humane Resources class to prepare for this 
position;
    • Approved CAL Plumbing to install 
water fill stations at ground-working 
level to fill the trucks at Station #1 at a 
cost of $1,100. LaPorte said it allows the 
department to fill trucks with water in the 
garage. They have a fill in the ceiling, 15’ 
up, and a fire fighter has to climb on the 
truck and pull a rope. This ground-level fill 
will be safer, he said;
    • Approved Standard Operating Guideline 
#8243-100 for incident reports for the fire 
department, to make sure everything is 
there;
    • Approved payment of $3,200.80 which 
is 10% of the cost for more than 1,000 
feet of 4” fire hose awarded through a 
FEMA grant. It’s enough to completely 
redo an engine, LaPorte said. He said the 
township also has been awarded 25 fire 
fighter turnout gear and will pay 10% for 
that. That includes books, bunker gear, and 
helmets and is expected to last 10 years;
    • Approved pay $3,319 for software from 
Emergency Reporting Co. for logging 
in fire reporting incidents to the State 
of Michigan. Recurring yearly costs are 
$2,220. The township’s current system is 
10 years old;
    • Approved paying $2,734.85 for six G1 
Unication VHF voice pagers with stored 
voice for the fire department use, with a 
two-year warranty. They replace pagers 

that are 20 years old;
    • After a second public hearing on the 
federal Community Development Block 
Grant Funds for 2017-18, the board adopted 
the use of the $73,403 in allocations, which 
included $11,010.45 in grass cutting and 
snow removal for seniors;
    • After a second public hearing, approved 
the proposed 2017 Recreation Master Plan 
which is to be updated every five years. It 
actually lapsed a couple of years ago. The 
township can get federal and state recreation 
funding when the plan is in place;
    • Learned Colleen Armatis passed all of 
her state fire training after five months and 
276 contact hours. She now has Firefighter 
1 and 2 status and is also trained in Hazmat. 
Her medical class starts at the end of the 
month;
    • Heard Glenn Silvenis introduce the 
township’s new State Rep. Joe Bellino, 
R-Monroe, who has been Silvenis’ good 
friend for many years. Rep. Bellino said 
they worked together 41 years ago selling 
wine. Bellino stayed after the meeting to 
speak with constituents;
    • Heard Supervisor Morgan thank LeRoy 
Paige for the new flag that will fly over the 
fire hall;
    • Heard Police Chief Eric Luke report he 
has found Brownstown Township will be 
able to help Sumpter with its dogs and he 
will bring information to the next meeting. 
He said the two-year agreement will be 
cheaper than the previous contract with the 
Humane Society;
    • Heard Fire Fighter Bill Simmons read 
his letter of retirement as a fire fighter. He 
said on July 24, 2007 he said he would give 
10 years of service and he will retire Aug. 
24, 2017;
    • Heard Senior Director Mary Ann 
Watson report the Wayne County Nutrition 
program sends out frozen meals for when 
the Sumpter Senior Center building is 
closed and they have volunteers and drivers 
who go above and beyond to get meals to 
seniors. She said Wayne County has had 
no complaints about Sumpter Township 
meals, despite the letter to the editor in 
the Independent saying seniors didn’t get 
meals over the holidays;
    • Heard Ronald Barrington Robinson ask 

about a dress code for Sumpter employees. 
He was told there is a dress code in the 
employee union contract. He said he was 
appalled at the attire worn in township 
hall. “Some dress like a hooker,” he said. 
Sharon Pokerwinski said she often agrees 
with Robinson’s comments, but she has no 
problem with the way the employees dress 
at township hall;
    • Heard Jay Bardell compare employee 
salaries published in the Independent 
for the 2015 and 2016 years and found 
employees were listed as getting less this 
year than last. Bellingham said she did the 
salary list for the Independent this year and 
maybe she made a mistake. She will be 
glad to check her figures, she said. “We’ll 
check why there’s a discrepancy and give 
the answer at the next meeting,” said 
Supervisor Morgan; and
    • Heard Trustee Matthew Oddy announce 
the township owned 58 parcels, in response 
to a question by Bardell at a previous 
meeting. Trustee Oddy said Deputy 
Treasurer/Supervisor Karen Armatis 
prepared a book 10 months ago showing 
the parcels owned by the township so they 
could work towards selling some of them. 
Bardell said he paid $36 to get the book 
through the Freedom of Information Act.

Ten new outdoor 
sculptures selected for 
VBT and Belleville
   Ten new outdoor sculptures for the City 
of Belleville and Van Buren Township were 
selected at a meeting on March 22. Six are 
for Belleville and four for VBT.
   At the Van Buren Township Downtown 
Development Authority meeting on March 
28, Lisa Lothringer, assistant director, said 
they chose the sculptures they wanted 
from photos. DDA executive director 
Susan Ireland said Lothringer was sick on 
the day of the meeting so she sat in for the 
selection, along with DDA member Helen 
Foster.
   The present leased sculptures will be 
removed and the new ones installed in 
May.
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*WAC. Certain restrictions apply.

Mohawk
734-513-4108

Joy Road between 
Middlebelt and Inkster

Belleville Manor
734-699-7700

Belleville Road just 1 mile 
north of I-94

Van Buren Estates
734-697-6159
3 miles south of I-94 

at the Rawsonville exit

Up to $2,500 as a credit
when you purchase a select Franklin owned home in 
one	of	our	fine	communities	through	March	31,	2017.*

Call one of our sales associates today or 
visit our website for details on our homes.

FranklinHomeSales.com

We’ll DOUBLE
Your Down Payment!

Got	a	big	holiday	bonus?	Tax	return?	Lottery	winnings?

Shane M. Campbell
553 E. Huron River Drive
Belleville, MI 48111

(P) 734.325.6934
(F) 734.325.6952

www.smcproductsonline.com

NOW SELLING AUTOMOTIVE PAINT!

VISIT US ON

NOW SCHEDULING APPOINTMENTS!

ANIMAL MEDICAL CENTER of VAN BUREN
Scott Driscoll, DVM                    Keri Dasher, DVM

491 Sumpter Road, Belleville, MI 48111
734-699-6510

www.amcvanburen.com

OPENING APRIL 3 RD!
SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY!

*Some restrictions apply. Contact Perspective Eyecare for details.

Dr. Robert Kennedy, O.D.
11824 Belleville Road
Belleville, MI 48111

734.699.1010

perspectiveeyecare.com

25% OFF BUY ONE COMPLETE PAIR OF 
GLASSES and GET 25% OFF  
ANOTHER COMPLETE PAIR*

You’re in  
LUCK
with our

BOGO  
Sale!

10200 Railroad Street, Willis, Michigan
(South end of Meridian St, off Willis Rd, Between Rawsonville and Bunton)

(734) 461-1111 willisfeed@att.net
We look forward 
to seeing you soon.

Bunton
Rd

Willis Rd

Meridian St

Rawsonville Rd

Railroad Tracks

•  Garden Seed, Lawn Seed and Lawn Care Products
•  Pond Chemicals and Fish Food
•  Dog and Cat Food
•  Wild Bird and Squirrel Food
•  Certified Organic Products   •  Hay and Straw
•  Poultry Food   •  Horse and Livestock Feed

HOURS:
MON-FRI 9AM-6PM  •  SAT 9AM-5PM

SUN 12PM-4PM

The Willis Feed Mill
Chicks and Ducklings

LIKE US ON

Culver’s of Belleville has 
created a new partnership 
with the Van Buren Public 
Schools. Each month they 
are partnering with a local 
school to pay off any negative 
lunch balances that students 
may have. Culver’s and its 
employees adopted Savage 
Elementary School for the 
month of February. At left are 
owner/operator Alexis Bobbitt 
and her employees. At the 
right side of the photo, from 
left, are: Barb Scroi, head cook 
at Savage; Jeff Moore, district 
representative / curriculum 
director; Lisa Preuss, principal 
of Savage; and Scoop.
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Dos Pesos
Mexican Restaurant

www.dospesosmexicanrestaurant.com

11800 Belleville Rd.
697-5777

OPEN 7 DAYS!

Mon. – Thurs. 11 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Friday  11 a.m. – 10 p.m.
Saturday  12 Noon – 10 p.m.
Sunday  12 Noon – 8 p.m.

COCKTAILS CARRY OUTS

Upcoming Meetings

Same Day Denture Repair
Snap on Smiles

Lumineers / Bleaching /
Bonding / Extractions / Fillings / Root Canals

Healthy Kids & Healthy Adults

Accurate Dental Denture Inc.
QUALITY CARING SERVICE AT AFFORDABLE PRICES

FOR ADULTS & CHILDREN
CROWNS / PARTIALS / DENTURES

(SOFT AND FLEXIBLE)

734-697-5477
781 Sumpter Rd. Belleville

Accuratedentalco@aol.com

Most Insurances Accepted

2 Day Dentures
Available

Quality Dentures at
Affordable Prices
SENIOR DISCOUNTS

NEW PATIENT
SPECIAL

$4999 Includes
Exam, Cleaning

& X-Rays
WITH

COUPON 

Now Accepting Blue Cross Complete,
United Health, Dentaquest & Medicaid!

New 3 Bedroom Homes
from $42,900

(734) 234-5266
51000 Michigan Ave. Belleville, MI

ZemanHomes.com 

ASK HOW TO

Double Your Tax 

Refund & Get 1 

Month of FREE
Lot Rent! 

Valid only on select new homes owned by Zeman Homes. Home must close by 3/31/17. Cannot 

Purchase a new home and receive FREE home owners 
insurance (up to $500.00) for 1 year, a FREE home appraisal, 

FREE home warranty and a FREE storage shed!

WORSHIP LOCATION:
Savage Road Elementary School

42975 Savage Rd, Belleville, MI 48111
www.freetoworship.church

For more info call 313-378-7994

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICE 
EVERY SUNDAY

You're Invited to Join Us

Your New Local Church
In Belleville

Spirit
Filled

Church

Biblical
Teaching

Dynamic
Worship

Pastor Daniel Young and Family

SERVICE AT 11AM

SERVING BELLEVILLE & SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN!

Visit us @ www.barnettroofing.com

41700 MICHIGAN AVE. – CANTON

Roofing • Siding • Flat Roofs
Tear-Offs & Re-Roofs

Gutters &
Gutter Protection Systems

Licensed & Insured
FREE ESTIMATES!

We have an A+ rating on Angie’s List
and with the Better Business Bureau!

CALL (734) 397-8122

OVER 50 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

   • Monday, April 3 – Van Buren Township 
work/study session, 4 p.m. Also, Belleville 
City Council, 7:30 p.m.
   • Tuesday, April 4 – Van Buren Township 
regular meeting, 7 p.m. Also, special 
meeting at 7:30 p.m. for the Belleville Area 
District Library Board to consider a contract 
with O’Neal Construction of Ann Arbor to 
build the new library.
   • Wednesday, April 5 – Van Buren 
Township Planning Staff Review, 1-4 p.m.
   • Monday, April 10 – Van Buren Public 
Schools Board of Education regular meeting, 
7 p.m., Belleville High School Commons
   • Tuesday, April 11 – Van Buren Township 

Senior Center Endowment Committee at 
11 a.m. Also, VBT Recreation Committee 
at 5:30 p.m. Also, Sumpter Township 
workshop at 6 p.m. and regular meeting at 
6:30 p.m. Also, Van Buren Township Board 
of Appeals, 7 p.m. Also, Belleville Area 
District Library Board, 7:30 p.m.
   • Wednesday, April 12 – Van Buren 
Township Planning Commission, 7:30 p.m.
   • Thursday, April 13 – Keystone Academy 
Board of Education, 6 p.m., Also, Sumpter 
Township Planning Commission at 7 p.m., 
quarterly meeting. Also, Belleville Planning 
Commission, 7:30 p.m.
   • Monday, April 17 – Van Buren Township 
work/study session, 4 p.m. Also, Belleville 
City Council, 7:30 p.m.
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Visit us at our
new location at

48225 Michigan Ave.
Canton, MI 48188

All phone numbers and 
emails remain the same.

Call (734) 697-5544
www.tuckerins.com

WE’VE MOVED!!

Hours:
Monday - Saturday  6am – 10pm

 Sunday  7am – 9pm

734-697-1000
9624 Belleville Rd.

Belleville, MI

www.leosconeyisland.com With Beverage Purchase
No Coupon Needed!

$200

OFF
Your Entire Bill

of $20 or More
With coupon. Not to be 

combined with any other 
offer or discount.

BAI

10%
OFF

Your Entire Bill
With coupon. Not to be 

combined with any other 
offer or discount.

BAI

D A I L Y  D I N N E R  S P E C I A L S     
SUNDAY -- TURKEY &
             MEATLOAF DINNERS

MONDAY -- PORK STEAK

TUESDAY -- SIZZLING SKILLETS

                       ASK YOUR SERVER

WEDNESDAY -- ITALIAN NIGHT

THURSDAY -- POLISH DINNERS

FRIDAY -- AYCE FISH - $9.49
SATURDAY -- CHEF’S CHOICE

4 P.M. TO
9 P.M.

BREAKFAST SPECIALS

MONDAY - FRIDAY
6am - 11am

Starting at only $2.79

LIVE MUSIC
GUITARIST

NATHAN SWEET
Tuesdays

6–8:30 p.m.

CLOWN
FACE PAINTING

& BALLOONS
Mondays
6–8 p.m.

MAGICIAN
TABLE
MAGIC

Thursdays
6–8:30 p.m.

HELP WANTED!!
Now Hiring Servers & 

Cooks. Apply In Person. 
Monday – Friday,
3 p.m. – 5 p.m.

Community Easter Egg Hunt 
S a t u r d a y  A p r i l  8 ,  2 0 1 7  

1 0 : 0 0 a m  
 

 Separate areas for all ages 
 Join us for WORSHIP on Sunday at 10:00am 

7865 Belleville Road 
Belleville, MI 48111 

734-699-5000 
www.openarmscenter.com 

Forget about Denzel 
Washington we have an even 
better Denzel and he can be 
all yours! Denzel is an 8 year 
old Boxer/Retriever mix with a 
really nice, low-key personality. 
Although you wouldn’t believe 
it now, he came from another 
shelter after being fostered 
because he was so emaciated 
and not thriving in the shelter. 
His foster family took their 
job of fattening him up very 
seriously! He is now quite a bit 
over weight and much to his 
dismay has been put on a diet 
here. He also had heart worm 
disease that was treated and 
now has a clean bill of health. 
Denzel is easy going and 
enjoys doing whatever you are 
up for. He’s equally good with 
talking long walks, lounging 
on the couch or visiting with 
friends. He is good with cats, 
kids and other dogs and 
would like a home where he 
gets the right amount of food, 
love, exercise and rest. If 
you don’t mind an older boy 
and have room in your home 
and heart for this sweet pup 
please call the shelter to set 
up a time to visit with Denzel.  
He’s neutered, vaccinated 
and micro-chipped and ready 
to come home today.  Call 
Friends of Michigan 
Animals Rescue at
734-461-9458 or visit our 
website fmar1.org for  more 
information.

“DENZEL”

ORPHAN
OF THE

WEEK

Belleville High School 
Girls Basketball had 
another member join 
the 1,000-point club 
this season, Katelyn 
Sherwood.  She is 
only a junior and has 
already achieved this 
accomplishment. She 
scored her 1,000th point 
on March 7 versus Wayne 
Memorial in the first 
round of the MHSAA 
Regional Playoffs. Kate 
also had the game-
winning steal and layup 
at the end of that game 
to send her team to the 
Regional Championship 
game, which they 
eventually lost in a hard-
fought battle against Ann 
Arbor Huron.

#1,000
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EXPRESS TIRE
AND AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

10625 Belleville Road, Belleville, MI 48111  (734) 697-2424

Ask About Rebates on Select Tires.

We Accept Competitor’s Coupons.

HOURS:
MONDAY – FRIDAY
8 A.M. – 6 P.M.

SATURDAYS
8 A.M. – 2 P.M.

… AND MANY OTHER TIRE BRANDS
AT COMPETITIVE PRICES

America’s Tire Since 1900

THE NEXT REVOLUTION IN TIRES

BEST TIRE
PRICES AROUND,
PERIOD!
WE WILL BEAT ANY WRITTEN 

PRICE ON A SET OF TIRES!*

Come In And See Marty With
Your Best Written Price Today!

*Some Tire Sizes/Styles Not Available.

OIL CHANGE
SPECIAL!

$2495*

Includes synthetic blend up 
to 5 quarts, filter, 25 point 
inspection, battery test,

coolant test, etc.
*By appointment only.

Add a tire rotation for an
 additional $10.

APPLY 
TODAY! 

*

     EXTRESS TIRE

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

1234
 5678

 9000
 0001

JOHN Q PUBLIC      02/02/2018

SAME AS 
CASH FOR
6 MONTHS
*Minimum of $199

FOR ADDITIONAL DISCOUNT COUPONS, VISIT WWW.EXPRESSTIRE.COM

“WE’RE A FULL SERVICE PHARMACY”

(734) 699-2228
10824 Belleville Rd.  Belleville, MI 48111

Hours: Mon-Fri: 9am-7pm • Sat: 9am-3pm • Sun: Closed

FREE DELIVERY!

NOW OFFERING IMMUNIZATIONS!

$5 In Store Merchandise Credit 
With Any New or

Transferred Prescription
With Coupon • Limit 1 Per Person • HealthSmart Pharmacy Coupon

FREE
BOTTLE OF

ASPIRIN OR TYLENOL

CALL FOR
DETAILS
*With Valid Prescription.

Limit 1 Per Customer.
HealthSmart Pharmacy Coupon.

BAI

BAI

HealthSmart
Pharmacy

“Your Prescription For Good Health”

Lutheran Church and Daycare 
7865 Belleville Road 
Belleville, MI 48111 

734-699-5000 

O P E N  A R M S   
2 0 1 7  E A S T E R  S E R V I C E S  

Please join us for service and FREE EGG HUNT EASTER SUNDAY! 
 
 

Palm Sunday  April 9th    10:00am 
Maundy Thursday April 13th 7:00pm 
Good Friday  April 14th 7:00pm 
Easter Sunday  April 16th  10:00am 
    *Egg Hunt to follow service* 

Visit us on the web:     www.openarmscenter.com 
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841 Sumpter Rd., Belleville, MI 48111

Business & Corporation Taxes Also Completed

LOCATED IN OLD SECRETARY OF STATE PLAZA

THE CLOCK IS TICKING!
 

APRIL 18TH IS AROUND THE CORNER
 

DON’T LET UNCLE SAM  PENALIZE YOU.
 

CALL TODAY FOR AN APPOINTMENT 
734-732-4554

205 Roland, Belleville

Bring your HGTV talents.  3 Bedroom, 
1.5 Bath home in the City of Belleville.

Updated kitchen, spacious living 
room w/fireplace.  Arched entry into 
dining room. 2 car detached garage 

w/workshop on corner lot.
THE VESCHE TEAM
Jane and Ron Vesche
Multi-Million Dollar Producers
Ron 734-740-3913
Jane 734-740-4165
rvesche@cbwm.com
jvesche@cbwm.com

Coldwell Banker
Weir Manuel
177 N. Main St.
Suite 100
Plymouth, MI
48170

AUTHENTIC YESTERDAY CHARM

   The Yankee Air Museum is launching 
an ambitious project to interview as many 
original ‘Rosies’ as possible. The interviews 
will be preserved for all time in the United 
States Library of Congress.
   All women who worked in wartime 
industries during WWII are eligible, 
including those in factory work, secretarial 
work, farming, childcare, military service, 
USO, Red Cross, and other occupations 
necessary to win the war.
   Interviewees are encouraged to apply by 
emailing oral.history@yankeeairmuseum.
org or calling the museum at (734) 483-
4030.
   “This initiative is a part of our campaign 
to renovate the Willow Run Bomber Plant,” 
said Julie Osborne, Curatorial Director of 
Yankee Air Museum. “Without the stories 
of the women working on the home front, 
the building is just a structure. Their 
experiences breathe life into the factory and 
make it the beating heart of a worldwide 
legacy. They are the reason we are working 
so hard to save the Bomber Plant.”
   Yankee Air Museum offers several benefits 
to interviewees. In addition to having their 
story preserved forever in the Library of 
Congress, they will receive a free DVD 
copy of their interview. The museum will 
also cover the cost of their admission in the 
American Rosie the Riveter Association, 
if they choose to enroll. Finally, the name 
of each interviewee will be inscribed on 
the Yankee Air Museum’s Original Rosie 
Honor Roll. 
   “We have 21 trained oral historians who 
are excited and ready to start conducting 
interviews,” said Barb Matthews, the 
leader of the interview committee. “It 
is such a privilege to ensure that the 
legacies of these women survive for future 
generations, while helping save the Willow 
Run Bomber Plant as a new home for the 
stories.”
   The interviews are conducted in three 
stages. The first stage is filling out a 
simple, two-page biography form so the 
oral historian conducting the interview 
can do research and come prepared with 
good questions. The second stage is a 
pre-interview meeting between the oral 
historian and the original Rosie (family 

YAM seeks original ‘Rosies’ to interview for Library of Congress
members welcome) to establish a rapport. 
The final stage is the actual interview 
(family members again welcome). The 
museum needs first-person interviews and 
at this time is not able to record second-
hand accounts from descendants. 
   “We hope as many people as possible 
will reach out to us with Original Rosies 
to interview,” said Osborne. “Almost 
everyone in Metro Detroit knows or is 
related to an Original Rosie. These women 
and their memories are the threads woven 
in the fabric of our community.”

These are some “Original Rosies” who were part of the Yankee Air Museum’s Oct. 24, 
2015 Guinness World Record event.

Edgemont students
raise $505.05 for Mott 
Children’s Hospital
 

     “It took us almost a year to plan this 
awesome bake sale,” said third-grade 
Edgemont Elementary School student 
Addison Asher.
   “We felt bad for kids that had to 
sit in the hospital all day while we were 
outside playing. We wanted to donate money 
to help kids with cancer, so we organized 
a bake sale and raffle basket fundraiser.” 
   Edgemont leaders Addison Asher, 
Abigail Cichowski, and Ella Mida 
organized the event and recruited 19 other 
students to stay after school to create 
posters, practice counting change, and 
draft donation request letters.
   Edgemont students and three Junior 
National Honor Society student volunteers 
staffed the sale entirely.
   Co-leader Cichowski said, “We raised 
$505.05 just from our bake sale during 
conferences. We decided to donate the 
money to the Mott’s Child and Family Life 
Program.”
   “So many parents and students came and 
participated. We’d like to thank everyone 
who brought things and donated money!” 
leader Ella Mida stated. “It felt amazing 
that we raised all that money to help them. 
We didn’t expect to raise as much money 
as we did.”
   “The Edgemont family is inspired and 
very proud of these young leaders! Their 

compassion, positivity, and genuine desire 
to improve the world gives us hope for 
the future,” said third-grade teacher Stacy 

(Porzondek) English, who wrote the news 
release about her class.



Page 16� Belleville Area Independent/March 30, 2017March 30, 2017/Belleville Area Independent� Page 17

“You can observe a lot just by watching.”
– Yogi Berra

GARAGE/YARD SALE

PLUMBING • SEWER
DRAINS • HANDYMAN
Gutters Cleaned & 

Power Washing Too!
CALL US!

Local To The
Belleville Area. Call
(313) 740-6276. 

Ask For Bill.

SERVICES

FREE ESTIMATES ON:
 Cutting & Dethatching
 Spring/Fall Clean Up
 Lawn Aeration
 Landscaping & Brick Paving
 Shrub Maintenance
 Mulch Replacement
 Power Washing

MENTION AD FOR SPECIAL OFFER!

A&J LAWN SERVICE

(734) 796-7408

Home Improvement & 
Handyman Service

Painting, Drywall, Carpentry, 
Electrical, Plumbing,

Ceramic Tile, Kitchens & Bath.
Serving Belleville Since 

1995. Call Aaron Schultz 
@ 734-740-0628

M.D. APPLIANCE
SERVICE

Refrigerators • Washers 
Dryers • Ranges
$20 House Call

Phone (734) 782-3354

MANUFACTURED HOMES FOR SALE

Belleville Manor
734-699-7700

Belleville Road just 1 mile north of I-94
Van Buren Estates

734-697-6159
3 miles south of I-94 at the Rawsonville exit

Mohawk
734-513-4108

Joy Road between 
Middlebelt and Inkster

*WAC. Certain restrictions apply. Offer ends 3-31-17.

We’ll
DOUBLE

your down payment!
Got a big holiday bonus?

Tax return? Lottery winnings?
Up to $2500 credit

when you purchase a select Franklin owned 

through March 31, 2017.*
Call one of our sales associates today or 
visit our website for details on our homes.

FranklinHomeSales.com

FREE

FOUND

HELP WANTED

FOR RENT

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS
AUCTION

PUBLIC AUCTION
Notice is hereby given that on 4/6/17
at 9 a.m. or after the contents of the 

following storage units will be sold by 
competitive bidding (Public Auction) at:

U-Lock-It Self Storage LLC
6130 Rawsonville Rd.,Belleville, MI 48111

(734) 482-1502
SPACE #A-17, Derrick Hubbard; SPACE 
#A-24, Cynthia Taylor; SPACE #B-21, Kim 
Niemeyer; SPACE #B-32, Harlie Lewis; 
SPACE #E-15, Kenneth Chancellor; SPACE 
#J-17, Stephen Beattie; SPACE #J-32, 
Daprisha Reese; SPACE #O-13, Ali Shebley
Some featured items included in these units: 
Household furnishings, sofa, love seat, 
lamps, fans, refrigerator, tools, folding tables, 
weed whacker, leaf blower seed spreader, 2 
generators, golf clubs, fishing poles, tackle 
box & tackle, pool table, freezer and boat.

Publish: March 23, 2017; March 30, 2017

HELP WANTED
Seasonal workers for the DNR 

Belleville Lake Boating Access Sites.  
Tasks include site maintenance, 

sales of Recreation Passports and 
customer service. Candidates must 
successfully pass and background 

check and drug screen. 
Applications available at

www.michigan.gov/dnr  -
DNR Jobs/Seasonal Workers.  

For information, contact Maybury 
State Park (248) 349-8390.

Kropf home in the senior section of Belle Villa Lake for 
sale. Clean, 2 bedrooms and a possible 3rd. Or could be 
used as an office/craft room. One full bath with two large 
sinks and one half bath off the big master bedroom. Large 
octagon shaped living room. Screened in porch on one 
side and covered patio on the other side. View of pond 
from front windows and a walk way beside the patio, so 
only one house nearby. Many extras. Must see.

734-697-2766   $19,500.00

MARCH 31, April 1 & 2. 9am-5pm. 
3 family: furniture, household, tools, 
knickknacks, Tupperware clothes/shoes, 
paintball guns, etc. 44985 Judd Rd., 
Sumpter.                               03/30

------------

2 CEMETERY PLOTS, including 
vaults, in Michigan Memorial. Excellent
location. Market value $5,400 asking 
$4,750. (734) 730-4357                       03/30

------------
ALL LEATHER beige sofa & matching
chair. Quality leather, great condition,
goes well with any style.
(734) 697-9612                           04/06

------------
OLD MILITARY LONG GUNS for 
sale. Call (734) 699-4438 between 
12 noon- 6pm.                          04/13

------------
4 SETS of twin beds w/under drawers, 
$250ea. Corporate oval table & 10 chairs.
Call (313) 330-5598                             04/13

------------

PRIVATE OWNER.  2002 SATURN
3-door coupe. Low miles, 5-speed
transmission, full power, showroom 
condition, $2,950. 2003 PONTIAC
GRAND AM, 4-door, low miles.
Immaculate condition, no rust, new tires 
& wheels.  $2,850.  (734) 695-0819    04/06

------------
SAAB 2004 silver convertible ARC 
93 Turbo, stick shift. 70,000K. Good
condition.  $5,000 OBO.  (734) 699-6698  04/13

------------

------------
3-BEDROOM HOMES for sale. Lot 
rent under $400. In-house financing 
available if you qualify. Call Melanie 
(734) 777-6555                            04/27

------------

FOR SALE

VEHICLE FOR SALE

STANDING FIREWOOD FREE. 
You cut. In City of Belleville. 
(734) 546-4491                          04/06

------------

NEW GLASSES found on W. Huron River 
Dr., in the area of Lake Pointe Pass. Call 
the Independent at (734) 699-9020       04/13

------------

WANTED
WANTED – ANY SIZE MEN’S JEANS 
for the homeless. Please drop off at 
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Drive.
(734) 697-5600                                               TFN

------------
WANTED – SMALL CONTAINERS
of shampoo, toothpaste, etc. to take 
to homeless in Detroit. Drop off at 
Bladez‘s, 601 E. Huron River Dr.
(734) 697-5600                                                       TFN

------------
FREE PICKUP OF UNWANTED
appliances, lawn equipment, bicycles 
& any type of scrap metal. Call John 
(734) 644-4008                        04/20

------------
H & W TOWING. Top $ cash paid 
for junk vehicles. Free towing.  
(734) 223-5581                          05/04

------------

HOME TO SHARE. All utilities, cable & 
internet included. Fully furnished. Full use 
of home. $450/mo. (734) 649-1710 03/30

------------
OFFICE SPACE.  420 sq. ft.  Near I-275 
in New Boston.  (734) 578-2824.          03/30

------------
2 BEDROOM APARTMENT w/balcony, 
washer/dryer hook up. Savage at Bemis.  
Call (313) 477-1583 or (734) 699-8133 04/20

------------

------------ 
LOCAL HANDYMAN – SOME Jobs too
LARGE – NO JOB too SMALL.
Residential snow blowing.
LICENSED & REFERENCES.
(734) 765-9224                    TFN

------------
ARE YOU LOOKING for a light house 
keeper? Someone to run errands? Please 
call Jeanette (734) 320-3474                  04/06

------------

------------
AREA TRAINEE for local Real
Estate Firm. For appointment call
(734) 697-1800                              TFN

------------
CAPTAIN NEMO’S Belleville is hiring.
Must be over 18. No calls. Apply 
at 144 3rd Street.                       TFN

------------
DRIVERS: Local & Regional, No-Touch
Openings! $3000 Sign-on Bonus!
Excellent Pay, Comprehensive Benefits 
& More!  2yrs CDL-A Experience. Call 
Penske Logistics: 855-582-4441         03/30

------------
NEED IMMEDIATELY: Office worker
& home health aides. For interview 
contact Golden Home Health Care.
(734) 697-0888                          04/20

------------
DRIVERS WANTED at Michigan Bulk 
Cement. CDL-A with NT endorsement.  
Experience preferred. (248) 676-9863 
or fax (248) 676-9864                   06/15

------------

“I fear the day that technology will
surpass our human interaction. The 

world will have a generation of idiots.”
— Albert Einstein
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for reimbursement for his passport, at his 
request.
   “The supervisor said four people had 
an issue with the reimbursement,” Wright 
continued. “I thought it was over. I watched 
the cable recording of the meeting … It 
was a direct attack on me … in public, at 
a board meeting … Insinuating I was into 
something unlawful … I’ve never done 
anything unlawful.
   “This defamed my character … I have a 
serious issue right now … Look at yourself 
at the meeting and what you say before we 
discuss this further.
   “We have to stop these ‘I got you’ moments 
… I look at it as a defamation of character 
… and I have to plea to my constituents 
…”
   “I never attacked you,” Trustee Miller 
said. “I’m sorry” [if you felt attacked].
   “Look at the tape,” Wright replied.
   “I came in to see you on several occasions,” 
said Trustee Frazier.
   “You’ve never been in my office,” Wright 
said.
   “I was in your office Friday, but you 
weren’t there,” Frazier said.
   McNamara again made board members 
stop talking over each other.
   “Our travel policy says no out-of-state 
travel and international travel is not in the 
policy,” Frazier said.
   McNamara said out-of-state travel must 
be approved by the three full-time elected 
officials and this trip to Montreal was 

VBT Supervisor
(continued from page 3)

signed off on by Supervisor Linda Combs, 
Treasurer Sharry Budd, and Clerk Wright.
   Board members then argued over who 
had the floor.
   After more arguing, Wright said he would 
address his constituents on cable TV the 
next night, on Tuesday, March 21.
   On Tuesday, under non-agenda items at 
the end of the meeting, Clerk Wright read 
a statement to his “constituents.” He also 
said he wanted to apologize to the board for 
the previous day’s work/study session.
   He began by addressing his fellow 
board of trustees: “I would like to add 
how disappointed I am in a couple of my 
trustee fellow board members in which 
unfair comments were made in lack of my 
presence and most importantly without 
conversation with me.
   “Not only were the comments unwarranted, 
but could be considered a defamation of 
character. I learned at a previous educational 
session that it’s the responsibility of the 
directors to educate the board and the 
board’s responsibility to educate the public 
of the business of the township.
   “In regards to my request for reimbursement 
of a passport was simply because I paid to 
get the process started out of my pocket and 
felt that because I was acting in the duty 
of my position as Clerk that I was acting 
properly to be reimbursed.
   “Never did I think of the personal benefit 
it may have for future travel because I 
simply have no plans of traveling abroad 
other than this instance. The passport could 
have been asked to be turned in to HR after 
my trip, if it was thought it would be used 

personally …”
   Wright said board members quoted 
the attorney at the Michigan Township 
Association and, “… let it be known the 
MTA is only an advisory council. I have 
taken the time to get an opinion from our 
township attorney…”
   He had presented to fellow board members 
a short attorney opinion dated March 15 
from township attorney Patrick McCauley 
that said a registration fee, lodging and 
travel for attendance at useful public 
informational or educational workshops 
and seminars is a lawful expenditure.
   It also said there is no case law to cite 
on the passport question. McCauley said, 
“… the passport is your personal property 
which may be used for the next 10 years 
to potentially assist in your personal travel 
… However, it is my further opinion that 
any claim or allegation that you in any way 
acted unlawfully is completely unwarranted 
and unsupported.”
   “Hopefully, this is the end of it,” Wright 
said.
   But Trustee Miller said she would be 
reading a statement, as well, noting when 
she heard of the passport, she thought 
Wright was starting up a service for people 
to get passports, since they had talked about 
that before.
   She said Treasurer Budd said he needed a 
passport to travel abroad and she called the 
MTA and was told public dollars should not 
be spent for private ID.
   “I passed that on,” Miller said. “If you felt 
that was an attack, I’m sorry.”
   She said Trustee Frazier asked why 
Wright didn’t research this and Supervisor 
McNamara said, “Leon’s not here to answer. 
End of story. He said we could fine-tune the 
policy.”
   Miller said international travel is not 
addressed in the board policy, but the board 
does not allow out-of-state travel. She said 
the MTA said that the international travel 
should have come up for approval of the 
full board.
   Miller said later that the three full-
time elected officials were out of their 
jurisdiction last year when they approved 
the international trip for May under a new 
board.
   “Bringing forth a stronger travel policy 
… Tough conversations are unavoidable … 
I do not feel I attacked him … Leon has 
high integrity, I also have the right to ask 
questions,” she said, adding any appearance 
of secrecy is inappropriate and board 
members have been making decisions. “We 
need to keep the dialogue open…”
   Miller said it is noble that Clerk Wright 
is attempting to get accredited. She said she 
received accreditation from the Michigan 
Political Leadership program and went on a 
$12,000 scholarship she received. She said 
she spent $2,000 out of her own pocket 
for travel and never thought of asking the 
taxpayers to pay for that.
   Miller said she went over every frame in 
the recording of the March 7 meeting and 
she didn’t see the attacks Wright saw.
   She also said the MTA said you cannot 
prepay mileage. She explained you can 
create a per-diem rate and if it’s more the 

receipts can be presented.
   Miller said she just got this attorney 
opinion Wright sought and she doesn’t 
agree with some of what McCauley said.
   Trustee White said he had a problem with 
three officials approving this travel five 
months in advance of the trip. He said the 
trustees have the responsibility of fiduciary 
decisions and the entire board should have 
voted on it.
   “I didn’t know anything about it until I 
saw the voucher list,” Trustee White said.
   White said he wrote a travel policy and, 
“I’m somewhat of a tightwad.” He said 
the township shouldn’t spend money on 
something that benefits officials personally. 
He said the public money is to protect 
the health, safety, and welfare of the 
community.
   “There’s nothing wrong with what we 
signed off on,” said Treasurer Budd. “We 
don’t encourage out-of-state travel … Leon 
wanted to go to Montreal … We didn’t sign 
off on anything else.”
   She said the current policy was passed 
when Paul White was supervisor and she 
has no problem with fine-tuning it.
   “Everything in the policy was followed to 
a T,” Wright said.
   At the March 6 meeting, Budd also said 
that her deputy treasurer Sean Bellingham 
signed off on the prepayment for the 
passport.
   Wright said the Association of Wayne 
County Clerks gave him $600 to go to 
Montreal.
   “I have nothing to hide,” Wright said. 
“Just ask me. Ask me!”
   Trustee Frazier said when she went through 
the voucher list and saw the passport, she 
thought it was inappropriate. She also 
questioned how many times Wright has 
been absent from the board meetings.
   “I’m not for board members to go to 
international travel … I don’t think we 
should be paying for passports or travel … 
Trustee Miller paid her own way,” Frazier 
said.
   Miller started to speak and Frazier said 
she wasn’t done. She said White had put 
together talking points for the board travel 
policy and international travel, missing 
board meetings, and other things.
   “Are you done?” Supervisor McNamara 
asked. “I thought you were done.”
   “Excuse me for breathing,” Frazier said. 
“It’s ridiculous. Clerk Wright got a township 
attorney opinion and that’s at least $600 
worth of work.
   “I’m all for everyone getting education 
and training, but you can’t expect township 
citizens to pay for everything for the 
treasurer, supervisor and clerk.
   “The new President will be cutting money 
to townships,” Frazier said. “It’s imperative 
to look after taxpayers’ money.”
   After more discussion, Miller said, “Maybe 
we need to create a code of conduct for the 
board.”
   “Clerk Wright could have just said, ‘I 
made a mistake’ and that would have ended 
it,” Frazier said.
   When Frazier asked about Wright’s plane 
fare to Montreal, Budd said it hasn’t been 
on a voucher list for approval yet.
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KAREN’S
PLACE

A Salon
For Everyone

36968 Huron River Drive
New Boston, Michigan
Appointments & Walk-ins Welcome
734-753-9130

OPEN: Tues.– Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-3

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   Planet Fitness received an OK to paint 
the former Farmer Jack building at 10900 
Belleville Road to match the adjacent 
Belleville Square shopping center.
   It also will be able to infill some of the 
existing windows to incorporate the pink, 
purple, and black colors of the Planet 
Fitness’ logo.
   At the regular meeting of the Van Buren 
Township Planning Commission on March 
22, the commission voted unanimously to 
allow the applicant to modify the existing 
building.
   Planet Fitness opened in early 2017 in the 
building that was previously occupied by 
Farmer Jack and had been vacant for years. 
Part of the building is still available for a 
future tenant.
   Commission approval was conditioned 
on the applicant complying with the current 
zoning ordinance standards with regard to 
wall signage.
   Bryan Rief, representing Planet Fitness, 
said they would prepare a formal sign 
application for the façade, adding, “I’m 

VBT Planners approve painting of building by Planet Fitness business
wondering if we need a sign,” referring to 
the large number of people who flocked to 
their business when it opened.
   “No, we need a sign,” Rief said with a 
smile.
   “We want to make it look appropriate 
for the amount of money invested in it,” 
he said.
   Ron Akers, VBT director of planning 
and economic development, said Planet 
Fitness could apply for a variance since the 
proposed sign is larger than allowed.
   Commission chairwoman Carol 
Thompson pointed out they are approving 
a tenant to upgrade a building. She asked 
when they would start.
   Rief said they will start as soon as they 
get approval. “We’re on standby.”

Townplace Suites hotel
   The commission also approved upgrades 
to the approved site plan for Townplace 
Suites hotel development at the corner of 
North I-94 Service Drive and Quirk Road.
   Remy Hanna of Townplace said a new 
person is in charge of development and he 
was not happy with the present plans.
   “It looks a lot nicer now,” Hanna said. 

“Things have changed.”
   After being asked how soon they would 
get started on construction, Hanna said they 
are waiting for DTE to cut off the gas at the 
standing property and were told that will 
take four to six weeks. He said it may take 
more because of DTE’s work following the 
wind storm.
   Akers said the upgraded site plan 
incorporates a substantially larger amount 
of brick on the south elevation, going from 
39% to 42%.
   It also has more brick on the east and 
west elevations, from 27% to 46%.
   In other action at the 37-minute meeting 
on March 22, the commission:
   • Approved temporary land use by TNT 
Fireworks for an outdoor fireworks tent 
sale from June 23 to July 5 in the Walmart 
parking lot, 10562 Belleville Road. The 
applicant was not present and Akers said 
that was because he was from the other 
side of the state and the date of his request 
was moved from the March 8 to the March 
22 meeting. Thompson said she was 
disappointed that the commission was not 
given a drawing of the interior of the tent, 

with ingress and egress, as it usually gets;
   • Approved temporary land use by USA 
Fireworks to conduct an outdoor fireworks 
tent sale from June 18 through July 7 in 
the parking lot of Faith United Methodist 
Church at 6020 Denton Road south of 
Michigan Avenue. The applicant was not 
present. This request also was delayed 
from March 8 to March 22. No hours of 
operation were put on the application, but 
Akers recommended the same hours as last 
year: 9 a.m. to 10 p.m., except on Sundays, 
which is noon to 10 p.m. to accommodate 
church services. Akers also said USA has 
to get an updated license; and
   • Heard Akers announce the public 
hearing to consider adoption of a new 
zoning ordinance was rescheduled to 
April 12, as was the public hearing for 
rezoning of 40631 Alden Drive from C-1 
General Commercial to R1-C, Single 
Family Residential. Both public hearings 
originally had been scheduled for the 
March 8 meeting which was cancelled 
because of the wind storm.

Picture on page 23

   From 5:30 to 8 p.m. on Wednesday, April 
5, at Wayne County Community College’s 
Western Campus, the Michigan Alliance for 
Families will seek input from stakeholders 
about what services are needed in the 
Belleville and Van Buren Township areas.
   The public is invited to the free community 
gathering of groups and individuals 
connected to the disability community and 
education system in Belleville and Van 
Buren.
   Kenya Harper-Black, a Parent Mentor 
for Wayne County, said people who 
should attend are parents and caregivers 
of children, teens, and young adults with a 

Michigan Alliance for Families seeking input on what services needed
disability or learning challenge; community 
agencies; community organizations; service 
clubs; school district employees; PTA; 
school board members; appointed and 
elected officials; and community members 
interested in the education of children and 
supporting families.
   “Michigan Alliance for Families is 
planning our future work in Belleville 
and Van Buren,” said Harper-Black. “This 
stakeholder meeting will bring together 
families with children receiving special 
education and/or early intervention services 
for networking, dialogue, and planning and 
the members of the community that support 

them.
   “To identify and meet the needs of 
families in Belleville and Van Buren, we 
need you, your ideas, and your support,” 
Harper-Black said.
   She asks those interested to contact her 
to register for the event: (313) 557-8780; 
kenya@michiganallianceforfamilies.
org ; or online at www.
michiganallianceforfamilies.org/rsvp .
   Harper-Black said to be good stewards 
of their funding resources, they need a 
minimum number of participants registered 
by the registration deadline (March 29) for 
the presentation to be held. She said to call 

or email to check the status of the event. 
If a person requires accommodations or 
materials in an alternative format, let them 
know as soon as possible.
   Michigan Alliance of Families is 
Michigan’s federally designated Parent 
Training and Information Center and a 
Michigan Department of Education IDEA 
Grant Funded Initiative.
   It provides information, support, and 
referrals for parents who have children 
(birth through age 26) who receive special 
education services. There is never any cost 
for families. Funding is provided by the 
U.S. Department of Education. For more 
information, call 1-800-552-4821.

   State Rep. Joe Bellino, R-Monroe, has 
introduced legislation giving income 
tax relief to younger retired police and 
firefighters not covered by Social Security, 
bringing them more in line with other 
retirees.
   Rep. Bellino’s bill, House Bill 4396, 
affects Michigan public safety professionals 
who were born after 1952 and were retired 
before 2013. The bill would provide an 
increased tax deduction for retirement 
or pension benefits from government 
employment that was not covered by Social 
Security.
   Bellino’s bill would allow these retirees 
to claim the same sort of income tax 
deductions already allowed for retirees 
covered by Social Security. A similar 
fix for retirees born before 1953 and not 
covered by Social Security became part of 
Michigan law a few years ago.
   The difference in taxation has been an 
issue since Michigan adopted broad tax 

Rep. Bellino: End tax disadvantage for police and fire retirees
reforms in 2011.
   “We need to look out for the police and 
firefighters who spent so many years on the 
front lines keeping us safe in Michigan,” 
Bellino said.  “We shouldn’t be penalizing 
them based on who their employer was or 
when they were born. Let’s bring some 
fairness to the system and help those who 
served the public so well keep more of 
their own money.”
   Some of Michigan’s public safety retirees 
had employers who opted out of paying 
into the Social Security system decades 
ago. Depending on when they were born, 
those retirees are paying higher taxes in 
retirement than those who have Social 
Security.
   Bellino’s bill would benefit retirees from 
public safety departments across the state, 
including hundreds of members of the 
Retired Detroit Police and Fire Fighters 
Association.
   “This is a fairness issue and a promise that 

was made to public safety officers several 
years ago,” said Don Taylor, president of 
the Retired Detroit Police and Fire Fighters 
Association. “We are extremely grateful to 
Rep. Bellino for introducing this legislation 
and his commitment to standing up for 
Michigan’s first responders.”

“You have to be odd to be number one.”
— Dr. Seuss
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with Bob Mytych

Minding
Your Business

Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN

BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
MARCH 21, 2017

Supervisor McNamara called the meeting to 
order at 7:00 p.m. in the Board Room.  Present: 
Supervisor McNamara, Treasurer Budd, 
Clerk Wright, Trustee Frazier, Trustee Martin, 
Trustee Miller and Trustee White. Others in 
attendance: Secretary Montgomery, Economic 
Development Deputy Director Best, Human 
Resource Director Sumpter and an audience of 
four (4).  
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Frazier moved, 
Miller seconded to approve the agenda as 
presented. Motion Carried. 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA: 
Budd moved, Miller seconded to approve the 
Consent Agenda as presented. [Work Study 
Session minutes of March 6, 2017, Board 
Meeting minutes of March 7, 2017, Prepaid List 
of March 10, 2017, Prepaid List of March 15, 
2017 and the Voucher List of March 21, 2017] 
Motion Carried.
PUBLIC HEARING: None.
CORRESPONDENCE: Representative of 
the Van Buren Civic Fund presented a grant 
to the Van Buren Township Clerk’s office in 
the amount of $6301.50 to replace 10 Election 
laptops. Supervisor McNamara read a letter from 
a resident to Public Safety Police Chief Wright 
thanking Officers Harrison and Sweet for the 
assistance during the power outage. He also read 
a letter sent to the Van Buren School District on 
behalf of the Board of Trustees praising Sumpter 
Township, the City of Belleville, Departmental 
Staff at Van Buren Township and the school 
district for their assistance and coordination of 
the warming shelter during the power outage. 
PUBLIC COMMENT: None.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None.
NEW BUSINESS:  
Motion by White, seconded by Budd to approve 
the second (final) reading of Ordinance 3-7-17 
to amend and replace Ordinance 12-1-15 Article 
V-Coal Tar Products, Sec. 42-151 through 42-
158, with new Article V-Coal Tar Products, Sec. 
42-151 through 42-159. Roll Call Vote: Yeas: 
McNamara, Budd, Wright, Frazier, Martin, 
Miller and White. Nays: None. Motion Carried. 

Changes to the Ordinance will include a lower 
PAH limit, sealcoat applicator registration and 
enforcement procedures.
REPORTS: None.
ANNOUNCEMENTS: Announcements 
included: Reminded residents of acceptable 
recycling materials (flyer available at the 
Township), yard Waste pick-up begins April 3, 
2017, free tire disposal for residents is June 3, 
2017 from 10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. (limit 7 tires per 
resident), this year marks the 50th anniversary 
of the Vietnam War and the Rotary Club is 
coordinating with the Recreation Department 
for the placement of a portable library box at 
Quirk Park.
NON-AGENDA: Comments included: 
Clerk Wright read a statement clarifying 
his actions regarding a passport to attend a 
conference, provided Board members a legal 
opinion indicating no illegal activity on his 
part, explained the International Institute 
of Municipal Clerks is the governing body 
for Clerk certification throughout the world 
and encouraged Board members to speak 
directly with him for clarification of expenses, 
Trustee Miller read a statement clarifying her 
comments, encouraged open communication 
and professionalism between Board members, 
and emphasized the need to revise the travel 
policy to avoid future misunderstandings,  Board 
members Frazier and White echoed the request 
for a revised travel policy and expressed several 
changes they felt should be included in a revised 
policy, and an audience member requested an 
update on hiring process for a new Fire Chief.  
Supervisor McNamara indicated the selection 
committee interviewed five (5) candidates from 
the pool of applications, a candidate has been 
selected and is currently undergoing the final 
stages of the vetting process, and anticipates the 
candidate will be brought forward for approval 
in the very near future. 
ADJOURNMENT: White moved, Martin 
seconded to adjourn at 8:15 p.m. Motion 
Carried.
Leon Wright, Township Clerk
Kevin McNamara, Supervisor
Published: March 30, 2017

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE 
 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN BY THE UNDERSIGNED THAT ON FRIDAY, 
APRIL 7, 2017 at 10:00 a.m. at J&T Towing, 287 Industrial Park Drive, County 
of Wayne, Michigan, a public sale of the following vehicles will be held: 
 

2008 FORD, STA-WAGON, VIN: 1FMDK02W78GA07989 
2006 CHEVROLET, FOUR DOOR, VIN: 1G1ZS51F36F153701 

 

DATE:          MARCH 27, 2017        BELLEVILLE POLICE DEPARTMENT 
           6 MAIN STREET 
PUBLISH:    MARCH 30, 2017        BELLEVILLE, MICHIGAN   48111 
 

           BY SHERRI SCHARF, CITY CLERK 

City of Belleville Public Notice
POLICE VEHICLE AUCTION

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE 
 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN BY THE UNDERSIGNED THAT ON 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 5, 2017 at 10:00 A.M. at Great Lakes Towing, 
42350 Van Born Road, Belleville, County of Wayne, Michigan, a public sale of 
the following vehicles will be held: 
 

2013 BUICK, FOUR DOOR, VIN: 2G4GS5EVXD9180024 
2013 NISSAN, FOUR DOOR,  VIN: 1N4AL3AP9DC914749 

 

DATE:          MARCH 27, 2017        BELLEVILLE POLICE DEPARTMENT 
           6 MAIN STREET 
PUBLISH:    MARCH 30, 2017        BELLEVILLE, MICHIGAN   48111 
 

           BY SHERRI SCHARF, CITY CLERK 

City of Belleville Public Notice
POLICE VEHICLE AUCTION

   A & J Lawn Service is gathering its cus-
tomer base for the upcoming season with 
free estimates on lawn cutting, spring 
clean-up, aeration and dethatching, land-
scape and shrub maintenance, mulch re-
placement, power washing, and brick pav-
ing. Mention their ad in our classifieds and 
get a special offer. Call (734) 796-7408. 

***
   The chicks and ducklings have arrived at 
the Willis Feed Mill off Willis Road along 
the railroad tracks behind Boneheads BBQ. 
Owner Bob Durham also has his stock of 
garden seed, lawn seed, and other lawn-
care products for the season. They’re also 
a distributor of Michigan-made dog and cat 
food, bird seed, hay, straw, and much more. 
They’re open Monday through Friday, 
from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., Saturdays, 9 a.m. to 

5 p.m., and Sundays, noon to 4 p.m. Call 
(734) 461-1111.

***
   The Animal Medical Center of Van Buren 
will be opening next Monday, April 3, in 
the former location of Perfect Image Salon 
on Sumpter Road. Appointments can be 
scheduled by calling (734) 699-6510. To 
learn more, visit their new website at www.
amcvanburen.com . 

***
   Frosty Boy ice cream on Main Street is 
open for another season and owner Mike 
Foley said there’s no price increase for the 
third straight year. Call (734) 699-7188.

***
  Open Arms Church on Belleville Road 
will be holding its free Children’s Easter 
Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 8, at 10 a.m. 
There will be hunts in separate areas for 
all ages. Call (734) 699-5000. Also, on 
April 8, Sumpter Parks & Recreation will 
be holding its Children’s Easter Egg Hunt 
from noon to 1 p.m. at Graham Park. Rain 
date is Sunday, April 9, same time. The 
event is free. Call (734) 461-6201. 

***
   The Independent welcomes Belleville 
Presbyterian Church on Belleville Road to 
our Church Directory. Sunday worship is 
at 10 a.m. To learn more, call (734) 697-
8687 and visit www.bellevillepresbyterian.
com .Today’s paper also features inserts 
from Life-line Screening and Tractor Sup-
ply Co. Be sure to check them out. 

***
   We also welcome Glenn Mason, Senior 
Residential Loan Officer for Independent 
Bank of Ann Arbor, to our business-card 
pages. If you’re looking to purchase or re-
finance, call Mason at (734) 545-7130 and 
visit www.independentbank.com . To place 
your business card ad in this paper, the cost 
is $37 per week and discounted 25% if run 
four times. To learn more, call me at (734) 
699-9020.

***
   We’re sorry to learn that Mammoth Video 
on Belleville Road is closing, along with 
Sugar Plum Candy Shop on South Street. 
Running small businesses isn’t easy -- any 
business for that matter. I know we all can 
do a little more to help. Shop and dine lo-
cal whenever possible, folks. Good luck to 
them.

***
   The City of Belleville Police Reserves 
will be holding another Dine-to-Donate 
event today, March 30, from 11 a.m. to 
10 p.m. at the Bayou Grill on Main Street. 
The proceeds from the event will benefit 
the reserves unit to purchase public safety 
equipment. 

***
Do you have a business item you would like 
to see in this column? Call Bob Mytych at 
(734) 699-9020 with your suggestion. 
There is no cost to be in this column.

Correction: New Orleans 
jump-on bus didn’t cost 
a quarter to ride
   When we quoted Belleville Downtown 
Development Authority member Jim 
Chudzinski on page 10 in last week’s 
edition we apparently misinterpreted what 
he was saying. We said his hop-on bus ride 
in New Orleans cost a quarter each time. 
He has corrected us, saying it didn’t cost a 
quarter in New Orleans. It was about $17 a 
head, “a touristy thing.”
   Jim said at the DDA meeting, when ideas 
for the city were being sought, he was 
suggesting a hop-on ride around Belleville 
that could, maybe, cost a quarter a ride.
   On Friday, he said he was thinking of a 
double-decker bus that would drive around 
town from noon to 7 or 8 p.m. that would 
get people from the neighborhoods into the 
city without them having to drive and park 
their cars. It would have to be a partnership 
and not just paid for by the city, he said.
   We apologize for the misunderstanding.

Rosemary K. Otzman, editor

“Reality leaves a lot to the imagination.”
– John Lennon
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Things to do in the
Belleville area...

Van Buren Public Schools Public Notice
VAN BUREN PUBLIC SCHOOLS

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID

Van Buren Public Schools will receive sealed bid proposals until 2:00 p.m. on April 11, 2017, for the Parking Lot            
Upgrades and Site Improvements Project at Tyler and Savage Elementary Schools and the VBPS Bus Garage.  Bids will 
be opened and publicly read aloud immediately following the deadline for submission.  Van Buren Public Schools will not 
consider or accept a bid received after the date and time specified for the bid submission.

A non-mandatory pre-bid conference will be held at Savage Elementary School, 42975 Savage Road, Belleville, MI 
48111, on March 31, 2017 at 10:00 a.m.

All bids must be addressed to:  Van Buren Public Schools, 555 W. Columbia, Belleville, MI.  48111.  Attention: Mr. James 
Williams.

Bid Security, Cashier’s Check, or Certified Check in the amount of five percent (5%) of the bid must be included along 
with a sworn and notarized statement disclosing any familial relationship that exists between the owner or any employee 
of the bidder and any member of the board, board of directors, or the superintendent of the school district.  A sworn and 
notarized Iran Disclosure Statement must also be included. Accepted bidders will be required to furnish performance and 
payment bonds in the amount of one hundred percent (100%) of the Contract Price.

Bid documents may be viewed and downloaded at:
https://app.e-builder.net/public/publicLanding.aspx?QS=2cec0aecf5c047bb940c8794629fb922

Documents will be available for viewing on March 23, 2017.  Any questions, contact Rob Kakoczki at Plante Moran Cresa 
at rob.kakoczki@plantemoran.com.                 

Publish: March 30, 2017 

Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN

WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN

NOTICE OF ORDINANCE ADOPTION AND POSTING

TO THE PEOPLE OF THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN:

Pursuant to Section 8 of the Michigan Charter Township Act (MCL 42.8) PLEASE 
TAKE NOTICE that the following ordinance was adopted by the Township Board of 
Trustees on the 21st day of March 2017:

Ordinance 03-7-17: PROHIBITION OF THE USE OF COAL TAR PRODUCTS. 
An ordinance to protect the public health, safety and welfare and preservation of natural 
resources and wildlife within the township by prohibiting the use of coal tar products by 
lowering the allowable PAH limit from 1.0% to 0.1%, establishing that all commercial 
pavement sealant applicators must register with the Township’s Building Department 
in order to apply pavement sealant in the Township and by establishing fines and the 
ability for the Township to request an injunction/equitable relief for violations of this 
ordinance.

A true copy of the proposed Ordinance may be viewed and inspected at the office of 
the Township Clerk located at 46425 Tyler Road, Van Buren Township, Michigan, 
during regular business hours, Monday through Friday, 7:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. These 
ordinances will go into effect upon publication.

Posting Date: March 16, 2017
Date of Publication: March 30, 2017
Effective: March 30, 2017

   • Thursday, March 30 – Free concert at 
Wayne County Community College, 9555 
Haggerty Road, at 7 p.m. This is part of 
the “All About Music” series and features 
the Boogie Woogie Kid trio for an evening 
of ballads, blues, boogie-woogie, and jazz 
from the Swing Era.
   • Friday, March 31; Saturday, April 
1 and Sunday, April 2 – Ypsilanti 
Missionary Baptist Church invites you to 
Spring Revival Services at 7180 South 
Huron River Dr., Ypsilanti. Services begin 
at 7 p.m. on Friday (with local group 
singing from 6 p.m.), 6 p.m. on Saturday 
(with local groups singing from 5 p.m.) 
and 11 a.m. Sunday. Food served after the 
Sunday service.
   • Saturday, April 1 – The Women of the 
Moose are having a craft show and bake 
sale from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. at the Moose 
Lodge at the corner of Sumpter and Harris 
roads in Sumpter Township. There will 
be about 25 crafters and no vendors. Call 
Debbie Johnson for information at (734) 
325-0440.
   • Sunday, April 2 – To be announced 
musical performance from 2 to 5 p.m. at 
September Days Senior Center, 46425 
Tyler Road, Van Buren Township. Free. 
Information: Mike Hoben (734) 260-1170 
or Lynette Jordan (734) 699-8918.
   • Sunday, April 2 – Join Bugles Across 
America at 7:15 p.m. at the Veterans 
Memorial in Belleville for a brief ceremony 
to honor past and present members of the 
military. Stand to pledge the flag and hear 
“Taps” played.
   • Monday, April 3 – Spring Fling Fashion 
Show is from 6-9 p.m. at the Belleville 
Yacht Club, sponsored by the Belleville 
Area Women’s Club. Tickets at $32 are 
available at Moving the Mitten, 245 Main 
St. Information: Therese Antonelli, (734) 
777-9094.
   • Wednesday, April 5 – Michigan 
Alliance for Families, designated by 
the federal government and Michigan 
Department of Education as a parent 
training and information center, is holding 
a stakeholder meeting from 5:30 to 8 
p.m. at in room C 104 at Wayne County 
Community College, Western campus at 
9555 Haggerty Rd. They will be planning 
future work in Belleville and Van Buren 
and need input on what is needed.
   • Saturday, April 8 – You are invited 
to visit the Western Wayne County Quilt 
Guild on the second Saturday of each 
month at 10 a.m. in the Otisville Room at 
Van Buren Township Hall. All levels of 
sewers are welcome and there are lots of 
different projects.
   • Saturday, April 8 – Sumpter Township’s 
Children’s Easter Egg Hunt runs from 
noon to 1 p.m. at Graham Park. Rain 
date is Sunday, April 9. The event is free 
and is put on by the Parks & Recreation 
Commission.

Wayne County Child 
Support Help Program 
set April 8 in Detroit
   Belleville attorney Barbara Rogalle Miller 
alerts the community to the Free Wayne 
County Child Support Help Program that 
will be held from 1 to 4 p.m., Saturday, 
April 8, at the Friends Auditorium in 
the Main Detroit Public Library, 5201 
Woodward Ave.
   The event is presented by the Detroit 
Public Library’s Social Science, Education 
and Religion Department, and is sponsored 
by the Salvation Army’s William Booth 
Legal Aid Clinic and the Third Judicial 
Circuit Court of Michigan.
   Attorneys and child-support professionals 
will be available to answer questions specific 
to your case. Participants are asked to bring 
their current court orders and Friend of the 

Court financial information to receive this 
individualized type of assistance.
   Participants should contact the Customer 
Service Call Center at (877) 543-2660 and 
have a financial printout mailed to you for 
this clinic.
   Attorneys can help you prepare a motion to 
modify child support, motions for payment 
plans, parenting time/custody motion, and 
if you qualify, they will help you apply for 
the Michigan State Arrearage Forgiveness 
Program.
   The program is kicking off its Wayne 
County Child Support Bench Warrant 
Amnesty Program in an arrest-free zone.

   Bring in $500 per warrant and valid ID 
and they can dismiss your child support 
warrant on site! People are invited to take 
advantage of this no-risk opportunity while 
it lasts.
   Other resources available include: MI 
Self Help Legal Navigation, Veteran’s 
Services, Focus:Hope, Head Start Male 
Involvement Support, Americare Free 
Cell Phones, Wayne Mediation Services, 
valuable information related to paternity 
issues, and more.
   The Wayne County Public Library phone 
is (313) 481-1391.
www.detroitpubliclibrary.org 

ALDI crews removed 
perishables during 
storm, then replaced
   At Tuesday’s meeting of the Van Buren 
Township Downtown Development 
Authority, Lisa Lothringer told what 
happened on the evening before the ALDI 
food store opening in the middle of the 
March 8 wind storm.
   Lothringer, assistant DDA director, 
said crews at the store cleared the instore 
coolers and relocated all perishables 
into refrigeration trucks until power was 
restored at 11:30 Wednesday night. Once 
the coolers reached the proper temperatures, 
around 4:30 a.m., the crews spent the rest of 
the night restocking the perishables so the 
store could have its grand opening on time. 
About 200 people were waiting outside.
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Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice

Van Buren Township Senior Center is looking for a Creative and 
Energetic Individual with A Personality to match.

Part-Time
Hourly Pay: $10.00

Go to http://vanburen-mi.org/about-the-community/help-wanted/
For full details

Publish: March 16, 2017; March 23, 2017; March 30, 2017; April 6, 2017

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN
SENIOR SPECIALIST

JOB OPENING

Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice

Position Title: Account Clerk

Department: Planning and Economic Development

Classification: Regular, Full-time

FLSA Status: Non-exempt          Union Affiliation: AFSCME

Opening Date: March 23, 2017         Closing Date: April 23, 2017

Starting Hourly Wage: $16.12
91 Day Hourly Wage: $17.14

18 Month Hourly Wage: $18.15

General Duty Statement:
Van Buren Charter Township is now accepting resumes for an Account 
Clerk in Planning and Development.

Position Summary

Under the general supervision of the Planning and Economic Develop-
ment Director or their designee, the employee will be responsible for 
performing a broad range of clerical duties including typing, filing, data 
entry, analysis, researching, record keeping and customer service.

Detailed information can be found on the Van Buren Township website.

www.vanburen-mi.org/about-the-community/help-wanted

Please submit a cover letter, resume and application to:

nsumpter@vanburen-mi.org

Only Qualified Applicants Need Apply

SELECTION PROCESS

Must successfully complete the written assessment testing as well as 
an oral interview and background survey.

The Charter Township of Van Buren is an equal opportunity employer.

Publish: March 30, 2017; April 6, 2017; April 13, 2017; April 20, 2017

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN
JOB VACANCY

   Bob Balderston of Belleville will hold 
a one-man art show, “Gemini Dreams,” 
from 5 to 9 p.m. on Saturday, April 15, at 
the Holiday Inn Express, 46194 N. I-94 
Service Drive, Van Buren Township.
  Steve Smargon, a popular Detroit stand-
up comedian, will perform a set. Moldy 
cheese and cheap boxed wine will be 
served, Balderston said. He asks that you 
RSVP in advance to either (248) 202-
3635 or to bobbalderston.com . Balderston 
requests that guests be at least 16 years old, 
since some adults themes are used.
   Balderston said he calls his work 
“abstractical,” which is a melding of 
abstract and pop art.
   “The two genre were made for each 
other,” Balderston said. “Pop art tends to 
have a beginning and end, whereas, abstract 
knows no bounds, leaving the viewer to 
seek answers far beyond the canvas.
   “Rather than prescribing to the ‘fishbowl’ 

Bob Balderston to hold one-man art show at Holiday Inn Express
school of art, where paintings just collect 
dust or are tucked away in a closet, 
abstractical art draws the eye, demanding 
your attention -- like a train wreck, you 
cannot stop looking at it. The proverbial 
800-pound gorilla in the room, indeed,” he 
said.
   Bob explained further.
   “When I lived near beach fronts, the 
only accepted art was beach scenes, 
while mountainous areas, required same 
themes as snow-covered hills and valleys. 
And, don’t get me started on lighthouse 
paintings.
   “Art must embrace the five senses. 
If it does not, it’s not worth the canvas 
and quantities of paint that covers it,” 
Balderston said.
   “When I moved to Michigan in 1998, I 
thought Detroit was a cosmopolitan haven 
for art, but over the years I found myself 
fighting the stigma, the social taboo -- 

that being the ‘urban Detroit experience.’ 
There are hundreds, if not thousands, of 
artists plying that trade already, just like 
beach scenes and lighthouses. I refuse to 
be reigned in by a theme that I owe no 
connection to. I live here. I create art that 
has no boundaries, nothing to limit my 
message with. If I cannot connect, even at 

a raw, primeval level, then I have failed as 
an artist.”
   Balderston said he paints in oil-based 
enamels, creating for the long run.
   “I expect my works to still be expressing 
the message I put forth long after I created 
it, unlike ‘art’ painted on the sides of a 
building.”

Court Watching:
Jury trial set July 24
for VBT murder suspect 
Arndola Charles Lewis 
   Arndola Charles Lewis, 44, who was 
charged with first-degree murder in the Jan. 
29 shooting death of Samer Taha Abukaff, 
37, at Harbour Club apartments, has a jury 
trial set for July 24 before Circuit Court 
Judge Wanda A. Evans at the Frank Murphy 
Hall of Justice.
   Lewis was arraigned on the information 
at circuit court on March 1 and his final 
conference is set for April 19.
   Lewis is being held in the Wayne County 

Jail without bond.
   He is charged with first degree murder, 
possession of firearms by a felon, and 
felony firearm (using a weapon to commit a 
felony).

David Radecki
   On March 24, David Arthur Radecki, 
38, was arraigned on the information in 
circuit court before Judge Gregory Bill. He 
is charged with criminal sexual conduct – 
second degree (person under 13), accosting 
a child for immoral purposes, aggravated 
indecent exposure, and indecent exposure.
   A calendar conference has been set before 
Judge Lawrence Stuart Talon on March 31 at 
the Frank Murphy Hall of Justice.
   Radecki is free after posting bond of 
$50,000/10%.
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“I refuse to join any club that would 
have me as a member.”

– Groucho Marx

Van Buren Township
Police Dispatch Log

Belleville Police
Dispatch Log

Sumpter Township
Police Dispatch Log

Out of the 417 dispatch calls for service reported 
by Van Buren Township police for the past week, the 
following are selected for this column.
Sunday, March 19:
   0020 – noise complaint, S. Ponderosa Trl.
   0500 – suspicious person/vehicle, rest area/I-94
   0804 – private property/property damage accident, 
Belleville/Tyler
   0837 – assist fire dept., EB I-94/Belleville Rd.
   1149 – suspicious person/vehicle, Denton Rd.
   1306 – threat, Richard Run Dr.
   1322 – domestic, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1447 – property damage accident, Rawsonville Rd. 
/ S. Grove St.
   1451 – juvenile complaint, Van Buren St./Millard
   1616 – suspicious person/vehicle, Tyler/Van Buren
   1755 – retail fraud, Rawsonville Rd.
   2027 – noise complaint, Ecorse Rd.
   2047 – fight, N. I-94 Service Dr.
Monday, March 20:
   0000 – robbery, Victory Lane
   0024 – suspicious person/vehicle , S. Purple Sage 
Ct.
   0846 – harassment call, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1050 – suspicious person/vehicle, Van Buren St.
   1201 – suspicious person/vehicle, Belleville Rd.
   1324 – assault & battery, Bentley Dr.
   1336 – malicious destruction of property, N. I-94 
Service Dr.
   1344 – fraud, Maple Dr.
   1401 – missing person, Truman
   1406 – assault & battery, Dentron Rd.
   1429 – juvenile complaint, Belleville Rd./Tyler
   1445 – assist other dept., McBride Ave.
   1530 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd. / 
Venetian Ave.
   1610 – juvenile complaint, Mott
   1723 – breaking & entering, Haggerty Rd.
   2045 – larceny, Belleville Rd.
   2052 – suspicious person/vehicle, Harmony Ln. / 
Fisher Rd.
   2203 – domestic, Lake Villa Dr.
Tuesday, March 21:
   0048 – operating while intoxicated, EB I-94 / 
Belleville Rd.
   0117 – operating while intoxicated, Ecorse/I-275
   0831 – assist other dept., Lake Pointe Pass
   1154 – suspicious person/vehicle, Parkwood Dr.
   1338 – suspicious person/vehicle, N. Cumberland
   1527 – mental subject, Rawsonville Rd.
   1153 – fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1161 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd. / 
McDonald’s
   1651 – suspicious person/vehicle, McBride Ave.
   1751 – suspicious person/vehicle, Stonebridge Dr.
   1929 – domestic, Parkwood Dr.
   1934 – personal injury accident, WB I-94 / Belleville 
Rd.
Wednesday, March 22:
   0324 – disorderly, Rawsonville Rd.
   0348 – domestic, Parkside Dr.
   1122 – disorderly, Haggerty Rd.
   1448 – trespassing, Rawsonville Rd.
   1524 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd.
   1536 – property damage accident, Belleville/Quirk
   1551 – property damage accident, Bemis Rd. / 
Sumpter Rd.
   1633 – assist other dept., Victoria St.
   1834 – assist other dept., W. Huron River Dr.
   1940 – missing person, Sawgrass Ct.
   2042 – noise complaint, S. Bellridge Dr.
   2052 – felony assault, Mott
   2222 – assist fire dept., WB I-94/rest area
Thursday, March 23:
   0246 – suspicious person/vehicle, Parkwood Dr.
   0405 – suspicious person/vehicle, S. I-94 Service
   0904 – property damage accident, Rawsonville Rd. 
/ S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1928 – domestic, Parkwood Dr.
   1328 – sexual assault, Belmont Dr.
   1630 – larceny, N. Timberview Dr.
   1706 – fraud, Landmark
   1708 – unattended death, Brookside Dr.
   1838 – assist other department, Parkwood Dr.
   2001 – suspicious person/vehicle, Beacon Trl.
   2102 – family trouble, S. Woodbury Dr.
   2112 – suspicious person/vehicle, N. I-94 Service

   2206 – suspicious person/vehicle, Hull/Sumpter
   2256 – suspicious person/vehicle, Belleville Rd.
Friday, March 24:
   0053 – threat, Belleville Rd.
   0916 – road hazard, Belleville/Van Born Rd.
   0943 – unattended death, Van Buren St.
   0948 – ordinance violation, Christina Ln.
   1040 – malicious destruction of property, Victoria
   1357 – property damage accident, Ecorse/Haggerty
   1437 – disorderly, N. Timberview Dr.
   1456 – dumping complaint, Homestead
   1534 – retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1545 – assist other dept., Jeanette
   1715 – private property impound, Village Green
   1736 – breaking & entering, N. Ponderosa Trl.
   1759 – suspicious person/vehicle, WB I-94 / 
Haggerty
   1806 – suspicious person/vehicle, Ecorse/I-275
   1844 – private property/property damage accident, 
Rawsonville
   2051 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd.
   2054 – family trouble, McBride Ave.
   2132 – property damage accident, Bemis Rd. / 
Rawsonville Rd.
   2251 – assist other dept., Belleville Rd.
   2306 – domestic, Revere Dr.
   2351 – malicious destruction of property, Parkwood 
Dr.
Saturday, March 25:
   0203 – suspicious person/vehicle, S. I-94 Service
   0212 – suspicious person/vehicle, Rawsonville Rd.
   0227 – disorderly, E. Archwood Dr.
   0234 – property damage accident, E. Main St.
   0708 – assist other dept., Van Buren St.
   1203 – suicidal person, Spencer Ave.
   1445 – larceny, Maple Dr.
   1822 – operating while intoxicated, Rawsonville 
Rd. / S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1914 – domestic, Parkwood Dr.
   1941 – PPO violation, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   2100 – suspicious person/vehicle, Revere Dr.
   2230 – suicidal person, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   2245 – domestic, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   2250 – domestic, Elwell Rd.
Also on this week’s log are 115 traffic stops, 29 of 
which were on the I-94 and I-275 freeways.

Sunday, March 19:
   0245 – parking complaint, N. Liberty/Fifth St.
   0250 – suspicious person/vehicle, Main St.
   1135 – intrusion alarm, Church St.
   1556 – intrusion alarm, S. Industrial Park Dr.
   1746 – assist fire dept., Sumpter Rd.
   2157 – suspicious person/vehicle, High St.
Monday, March 20:
   0028 – welfare check, Main St.
   0955 – civil matter, Main St.
   1419 – assist other dept., Wabash Ave.
   1453 – animal complaint, N. Biggs Ave.
   1453 – suspicious person/vehicle, Henry St.
   1615 – 911 welfare check, Third St.
   1634 – warrant arrest, Wexford Ave.
   1643 – breaking & entering, N. Liberty St.
   1825 – motorist assist, Main St./Denton Rd.
   1829 – hospice death, Sumpter Rd.
   1854 – civil matter, N. Biggs Ave.
   2013 – welfare check, Carmell St.
   2230 – warrant arrest, Wexford Ave.
   2339 – suspicious person/vehicle, Estrada Dr.
Tuesday, March 21:
   0940 – follow up by officer, Willis Rd.
   1232 – motorist assist, Main St./N. Liberty St.
   1632 – civil matter, E. Huron River Dr.
   1705 – assist other dept., Sumpter Rd.
   2237 – assist fire dept., Clarence St.
Wednesday, March 22:
   0026 – property damage accident, Carmell St.
   0151 – intrusion alarm, E. Columbia Ave.
   1013 – assist fire dept., W. Columbia Ave.
   1324 – trespassing, Henry St.
   1409 – disorderly, W. Columbia Ave.
   1502 – animal complaint, High/Church
   1743 – civil matter, Oxford Ct.
   2138 – abandoned auto, S. Aberdeen Ct.
Thursday, March 23:
   0035 – juvenile complaint, Fourth St./Main St.
   0113 – assist fire dept., Santa Clara St.

   0539 – family trouble, Loza Ln.
   1201 – civil matter, N. Liberty St.
   1303 – welfare check, Victorian Ln.
   1528 – warrant arrest, S. Canton Center Rd.
   1615 – assist citizen, Main St.
   1720 – welfare check, Bay Pointe Dr.
   2027 – warrant arrest, Hogback Rd.
   2144 – suspicious person/vehicle, Madelon St. / E. 
Huron River Dr.
   2212 – assist other dept., Hull/Sumpter
Friday, March 24:
   0026 – assist citizen, W. Columbia Ave.
   0815 – civil matter, Clarence St.
   0914 – vehicle lockout, E. Huron River Dr.
   0926 – disorderly, McBride
   1044 – civil matter, Victorian Ln.
   1146 – property damage accident, Third St./Main
   1425 – vehicle lockout, Loza Ln.
   1431 – parking complaint, Potter Dr.
   1444 – assault & battery, Church St.
   1539 – traffic offense, South St.
   1854 – warrant arrest, Michigan/I-275
   2218 – motorist assist, Denton Rd./Main St.
Saturday, March 25:
   0454 – assist citizen, W. Columbia Ave.
   0844 – suspicious person/vehicle, Madelon St.
   1003 – domestic, Madelon St.
   1407 – harassment call, Main St.
   1754 – assist other dept., Martz
Also on this week’s log are 36 traffic stops.

Sunday, March 19:
   0532 – alarm, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   0604 – assist other agency, 11000 bl. Rawsonville 
Rd.
   0916 – mental health commitment, Brookview
   0959 – alarm, 47000 bl. Harris Rd.
   1002 – citizen assist, 8500 bl. Meadow Springs
   1129 – fire dept. assist, 26000 bl. Sherwood Rd.
   1226 – mental health commitment, Brookview
   1309 – fire dept. assist, 19000 bl. Haggerty Rd.
   1551 – subpoena service, 43000 bl. Willow Rd.
   1735 – disorderly person, Redwood
   1748 – 911 hang up, Nevada
   2208 – warrant arrest pick up, 19000 bl. Sumpter
   2221 – citizen assist, 51000 bl. Willis Rd.
Monday, March 20:
   0802 – animal complaint, 25000 bl. Martinsville
   1427 – civil dispute, 22000 bl. Haggerty Rd.
   1536 – animal complaint, 45000 bl. Judd Rd.
   1941 – animal complaint, 43000 bl. Arkona Rd.
   2125 – suspicious vehicle, 28000 bl. Haggerty Rd.
Tuesday, March 21:
   0008 – suspicious incident, Greenmeadow
   0135 – suspicious incident, 25000 bl. Elwell Rd.
   0137 – assist other agency, 25000 bl. Elwell Rd.
   0213 – assist other agency, Oakville Waltz / 
Rawsonville
   0920 – suspicious vehicle, 21000 bl. Sherwood Rd.
   1036 – suspicious person, 47000 bl. Willow Rd.
   1117 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1226 – harassment complaint, Stonecrest
   1326 – missing recovered, 22000 bl. Martinsville
   1620 – well-being check, Rustic Ln.
   1646 – operating while intoxicated arrest, New 
Mexico
   1725 – civil dispute, 22000 bl. Bohn Rd.
   2323 – fire dept. assist, 11000 bl. Rawsonville Rd.
Wednesday, March 22:
   0738 – fire dept. assist, 19000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   0940 – suspicious incident, 19000 bl. Sherwood
   1033 – harassment complaint, 22000 bl. Martinsville 
Rd.
   1033 – suspicious vehicle, 17000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1047 – fire dept. assist, 21000 bl. Elwell Rd.
   1130 – citizen assist, 51000 bl. Judd Rd.
   1217 – warrant arrest pick up, out of township
   1410 – animal complaint, Karr/Judd
   1542 – well-being check, 23000 bl. Elwell Rd.
   1552 – assist other agency, Sumpter/Bemis
   1619 – fire dept. assist, Wayside
   1656 – fire dept. assist, 23000 bl. Karr Rd.
   1801 – ordinance violation, 25000 bl. Martinsville
   1811 – animal complaint, 47000 bl. Harris Rd.
   1823 – reckless driver, Sumpter/Willis
   2010 – well-being check, Rustic Ln.
   2250 – fire dept. assist, 20000 bl. Sumpter Rd.

Thursday, March 23:
   0053 – operating while intoxicated arrest, Oakville 
Waltz/Martinsville
   0826 – family trouble, 20000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1009 – civil dispute, 8500 bl. Meadow Springs
   1237 – suspicious incident, 20000 bl. Sherwood
   1331 – animal complaint, 42000 bl. Bemis Rd.
   1354 – animal complaint, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1528 – 911 hang up, Carriage Ln.
   2023 – juvenile complaint, Birch Ct.
Friday, March 24:
   0001 – suspicious vehicle, 8200 bl. Rawsonville
   0738 – property damage accident, Willow/Sumpter
   0905 – juvenile complaint, 23000 bl. Haggerty Rd.
   0939 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1150 – fire dept. assist, 46000 bl. Arkona Rd.
   1313 – identity theft, 44000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1634 – civil dispute, Rustic Ln.
   1815 – fraud complaint, 23000 bl. Carleton West
   1852 – suspicious incident, 20000 bl. Haggerty
   2122 – assist other agency, Bemis/Rawsonville
   2152 – fire dept. assist, New Mexico
   2317 – civil dispute, 24000 bl. Carleton West Rd.
Saturday, March 25:
   0425 – assist other agency, 24000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   0914 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   0936 – breaking & entering report, 43000 bl. Judd
   1009 – suspicious incident, Dakota
   1403 – dumping complaint, Sherwood/Oakville 
Waltz
   1524 – alarm, 18000 bl. Savage Rd.
Also on this week’s log are 10 follow-up investigations, 
33 miscellaneous details, 139 patrol checks, and 45 
traffic stops.

Notice to Advertisers:
The Belleville-Area Independent will not be liable 
for failure to publish an ad as requested or for more 
than one incorrect insertion of an advertisement. 
In the event of any error or omission in printing or 
publication of an advertisement, you must notify 
us within five days of publication or on the date of 
insertion, if an ad is scheduled as part of a package, 
so there is time to correct subsequent publications. 
The Independent’s liability shall be limited to an   
adjustment for the cost of the space occupied by the 
error with a maximum liability being cancellation 
of the cost of the first incorrect advertisement or 
republication of the corrected advertisement. Under 
no circumstances shall the Independent be liable for 
consequential damages of any kind.

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE:
   All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair      
Housing Act which makes it illegal to 
advertise "any preference, limitation 
or discrimination based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin, or an intention, to 
make any such preference, limitation 
or discrimination." Familial status 
includes children under the age of 18 
living with parents or legal custodians, 
pregnant women and people securing 
custody of children under 18.
   This newspaper will not knowingly 
accept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. 
The toll-free telephone number for the 
hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275.
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1995.

734.697.2888
www.innovativecomputers.net

FREE ESTIMATES

$99
Save $70 
with our virus removal special. 

 $170  
              

$1999
WEBSITE SPECIAL
                             4 page custom design

�

835 Sumpter Rd.,  Belleville, MI 48111
734-325-7551

Animal Care Hospital
of Belleville

Visit www.animalcareonline.com
for our six other locations.

Like us on
Facebook

Planet Fitness to be painted
Story on page 18
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Atchinson Ford Sales, Inc.
9800 Belleville Rd.
Belleville, MI 48111

734-697-9161
www.atchinson.net

*A/Z Plan Pricing. 10,500 miles per year. Includes Factory and Renewal Rebate. Requires $2000 due at signing plus taxes and plates. With Approved Credit. **A/Z Plan Pricing. All rebates to Dealer.  May require Ford Credit Financing. Plus taxes and fees. May require trade-in.

USED CAR SPECIAL

2017 FUSION SE
24 month lease for $150/MO.
REBATES UP TO $1,250. BUY AS LOW AS $23,040March 

Mayhem 
Sales 

Event 

2017 ESCAPE SE
24 month lease for $136/MO.
REBATES UP TO $3,500. BUY AS LOW AS $21,190

2017 F-150 CREW CAB
XLT 4x4 w/Navigation

24 month lease for $206/MO.
REBATES UP TO $4,300. BUY AS LOW AS $37,345

2017 EDGE SE
AWD

24 month lease for $228/MO.
REBATES UP TO $2,850. BUY AS LOW AS $26,451

2016 TAURUS SEL
w/Leather, Moonroof and Navigation

24 month lease for $231/MO.
REBATES UP TO $8,250. BUY AS LOW AS $24,518

2015 TAURUS SHO
Loaded

$21,688

0% FINANCING ON MANY 2017 MODELS!
Ask About Auto Detailing Your Car For Spring!

CERTIFIED

PRE-OWNED 
VEHICLES @

1.9%
FINANCING

GLENN  SILVENIS


