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Independent photo by Rosemary K. Otzman
On Friday, Michigan’s First Lady Sue Snyder visited Rawsonville Elementary School to 
help present the school with the Scholastic Reading Award for reading the most minutes – 
966,675 – last summer. This is the third year in a row that Rawsonville won the top state 
award. “That’s a ton of reading and I am so impressed,” Snyder said. “You set a record for 
the amount of reading and that makes you the best readers in our state.” She led applause 
for the teachers who helped the students reach their goals. Two representatives from 
Scholastic presented a special banner and Snyder presented a certificate from the state. 
From left are Rawsonville Media Director Mary Ellen Vago, a Scholastic representative, 
Principal Delria Crippen, and Snyder. After the special assembly, Snyder read her favorite 
story to the kindergarten class: “Memoirs of a Goldfish” by Devin Scillian.

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   The murder and felony firearm charges 
filed against Diane Letice Orr, 43, of Van 
Buren Township, were dismissed at her 
final conference at Wayne County Circuit 
Court on Nov. 14.
   The previously set jury trial for Jan. 7 was 
canceled by Wayne County Circuit Court 
Judge Timothy M. Kenny.
   A motion to quash information was heard 
and granted by Judge Kenny.
   The Wayne County Prosecutor’s office 
spokesperson Maria Miller explained, “A 
motion to quash when granted is a motion 
to dismiss the case because the judge 
found that the lower-court judge abused 
their discretion in binding the case over at 
the preliminary examination hearing.”

Court Watching:

Charges dismissed against VBT 
mother who shot, killed her son

   Orr was charged with second-degree 
murder and felony firearm in the Sept. 5 
shooting death of her son, Renard Lumpik, 
23, of VBT.
   Testimony before Judge Brian A. Oakley 
in 34th District Court said Lumpik had gone 
out of control, was throwing furniture, and 
punching his brother and assaulting his 
mother. Then his mother stepped between 
him and her other son and infant grandchild 
and tried to protect them.
   Her final conference before trial had been 
set for 9 a.m., Nov. 12, and it was held and 
continued on Nov. 14, when charges were 
dismissed.
   Orr was free after posting $25,000 or 
10% bond which was set on Sept. 17 by 
Judge Oakley. After the shooting Orr had 
been jailed without bond.

      David Ryan Brooks, 24, the former 
Romulus police officer who was involved 
in a road-rage incident on Belleville Road 
in May, has been sentenced to two years of 
non-reporting probation starting Nov. 5.
   As part of the plea deal, Brooks pled guilty 
to a new misdemeanor charge of attempted 
assault with a dangerous weapon. The 
original charges of assault with a dangerous 
weapon, a four-year felony, and felony 
firearm, a mandatory two-year felony, were 
dismissed.
   On Nov. 5, Wayne County Circuit 
Court Judge James A. Callahan said the 
misdemeanor charge could have brought 
Brooks 6 months in jail. His fees totaled 

Court Watching:

Judge sentences David Brooks to 
2 years non-reporting probation

$728 and he was ordered to give a DNA 
sample.
      Brooks of Van Buren Township was 
off-duty at the time of the incident. He was 
accused of pointing his hand gun at another 
motorist at a confrontation during road 
construction on Belleville Road on May 29 
in VBT. Brooks also had served as a police 
officer in the City of Belleville.

Meet with Menards. 
See page 14.

   The Nov. 12 jury trial on first-degree, 
premeditated murder charges against 
Richard Elmer Jackson, 49, was cancelled 
after Jackson pled guilty to second-degree 
murder as part of a plea deal.
   On Nov. 3, the first-degree murder charge 
was dismissed as part of the agreement 
accepted by Wayne County Circuit Court 
Judge Timothy M. Kenny.
   Jackson was referred to the probation 
department for a pre-sentence report and 
Judge Kenny will sentence him on Dec. 3.
   The trial had originally been set for Aug. 
7, but Jackson’s case was reassigned to 

Court Watching:

Richard Jackson pleads guilty to 
second-degree murder in wife’s death

another judge and his court-appointed 
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BEST CHIMNEY
& ROOFING CO.

´ CHIMNEYS BUILT -
     REPAIRED & CLEANED

´ SCREENS INSTALLED

´ TUCK POINTING

´ ROOFING & GUTTERS

´ RESIDENTIAL

´ COMMERCIAL

´ VIOLATIONS CORRECTED

WORKERS
COMPENSATION &

GENERAL LIABILITY TO
PROTECT HOME OWNER

Since 1962 FREE ESTIMATES
LICENSED • INSURED

STATE LIC # 40800

SERVING BELLEVILLE &
SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN

www.bestchimneyandroofing.com

734-242-2992
WE DO

PORCHES

OUR 50 th
YEAR!

OUR 50 th
YEAR!

Belleville Area Chamber of Commerce Business of the Year 2013

All Insurances Welcome
Ltd. Lifetime Guarantee

Rental Car Assist
R.V. Repair
Auto Glass

Motorcycle
& Watercraft

James Chudzinski Owner
21585 Sumpter Rd.
Belleville, MI 48111

734.699.7758
jim@sumptercollision.com
www.sumptercollision.com Enroll in Our Fall Program

Belleville 
Child Care

For children ages 22 to 12 years.
We offer:
  • Pre-School
  • 2 Directors
  • We Accept DHS
  • No Registration Fee

37 Years Experience & Qualified Teachers.
Open Mon.-Fri - 6am - 6pm

734-697-4523
41505 S. I-94 Service Drive
Belleville, Michigan 48111

The Belleville-Area
Independent New Website
is Now Online! Visit us @ 

bellevilleareaindependent.com

Read The Newspaper 
On The Web!

GARDEN FANTASY
Greenhouse & Florist

10501 Haggerty Road, Belleville, MI 48111 Telephone: (734) 699-7370

Large selection of Annuals, Hanging Baskets, Perennials, and more!www.gardenfantasyflorist.com
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Shop at Your  
Local Certified  

Floral Designers! 
Large selection of Fresh Flowers

BEAUTIFUL
MICHIGAN GLADS

10 STEM BUNCH ONLY
$3.99

ALL PERENNIALS Half Off!

Large selection of Annuals, Hanging Baskets, Perennials, and More!
Seasonal Hours

Open 7 Days A Week! 
Monday — Saturday 8:00a.m. - 7:00p.m.

Sunday 10:00a.m. - 5:00p.m.
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Like Us On 
Facebook!GARDEN FANTASY

Greenhouse & Florist

10501 Haggerty Road, Belleville, MI 48111 

GARDEN FANTASY
Greenhouse & Florist

Grand
Opening!

$5.00 Off Fresh Flower Purchase 
of $25 or more! (Not valid on wire orders).

With Coupon - May 6,7 & 8 Only.

GARDEN FANTASY
Greenhouse & Florist

Hanging Baskets - Reg. $14.99 

Buy 2 Get 1 FREE!
With Coupon - May 6,7 & 8 Only.

Mother’s Day –  – Open 9am – 5pm
Stop in for coffee & donuts...

All mothers who come out get a free plant!
Drawings every hour for a hanging basket 

or a flat of flowers!

New Store Hours!
Monday – Saturday 
8:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Sunday
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Large selection of Annuals, Hanging Baskets, Perennials, and more!

Telephone: (734) 699-7370

38th

Stop in for 
coffee & donuts

Buy 2
Get 1 FREE!

$5.00 Off
Fresh Flower Purchase 

of $25 or more!
(Not valid on wire orders).

With Coupon - May 11,12 & 13 Only. With Coupon - May 11,12 & 13 Only.

Hanging Baskets - Reg. $14.99

10501 Haggerty Road, Belleville, MI 48111 

GARDEN FANTASY
Greenhouse & Florist

Grand
Opening!

$5.00 Off Fresh Flower Purchase 
of $25 or more! (Not valid on wire orders).

With Coupon - May 6,7 & 8 Only.

GARDEN FANTASY
Greenhouse & Florist

Hanging Baskets - Reg. $14.99 

Buy 2 Get 1 FREE!
With Coupon - May 6,7 & 8 Only.

Mother’s Day –  – Open 9am – 5pm
Stop in for coffee & donuts...

All mothers who come out get a free plant!
Drawings every hour for a hanging basket 

or a flat of flowers!

New Store Hours!
Monday – Saturday 
8:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Sunday
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Large selection of Annuals, Hanging Baskets, Perennials, and more!

Telephone: (734) 699-7370

38th

Stop in for 
coffee & donuts

Greenhouse & Florist

10501 Haggerty Road, Belleville, MI 48111 

GARDEN FANTASY
Greenhouse & Florist

Grand
Opening!

$5.00 Off Fresh Flower Purchase 
of $25 or more! (Not valid on wire orders).

With Coupon - May 6,7 & 8 Only.

GARDEN FANTASY
Greenhouse & Florist

Hanging Baskets - Reg. $14.99 

Buy 2 Get 1 FREE!
With Coupon - May 6,7 & 8 Only.

Mother’s Day –  – Open 9am – 5pm
Stop in for coffee & donuts...

All mothers who come out get a free plant!
Drawings every hour for a hanging basket 

or a flat of flowers!

New Store Hours!
Monday – Saturday 
8:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Sunday
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Large selection of Annuals, Hanging Baskets, Perennials, and more!

Telephone: (734) 699-7370
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Stop in for 
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We’ll plant a container for you FREE*
With the purchase of our plants

*Limit 3 per customer. That is brought in OR purchased. 
Must have coupon. Not vailid with other offers.

$2.00 off
Annual Flats - Reg. $10.99

Must have coupon. Not vailid with other offers. Must have coupon. Not vailid with other offers.

3” Perennials
3 for $5.00

www.gardenfantasyflorist.com

Fresh Cut Flowers –– Daily Delivery
10501 Haggerty Rd., Belleville

734.699.7370

JOIN US THIS WEEKEND,
NOV. 22-23 FOR OUR ANNUAL 

HOLIDAY OPEN HOUSE. GET 
15% OFF YOUR PURCHASE OF 
HOLIDAY DECORATING ITEMS!

We Sell Grave Blankets & Wreaths
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By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   Last Thursday, students in the Van Buren 
Public Schools got an unexpected day off 
after an early morning spectacular fire at the 
bus garage cut off driver access to the buses 
parked nearby.
   A motion alarm went off at around 3:54 
a.m., probably due to the fire, according to 
Belleville Fire Chief Brian Loranger, and 
the Belleville Police Department responded. 
Then police alerted the fire department and 
the school superintendent to the flaming 
building.
   Belleville Fire Chief Brian Loranger said 
people in the area later reported that they 
heard explosions before they saw the fire.
   Chief Loranger said that Belleville and Van 
Buren Township have a formal mutual aid 
agreement for fires in commercial structures 
and so Belleville and VBT were toned out 
at the same time. VBT arrived first with its 
ladder truck and an engine and set up the 
scene at the blaze.
   Chief Loranger said they did not really 
use the ladder truck, but did use the engine. 
Sumpter Township Fire Department also 
assisted.
   Chief Loranger said there were explosions 

Independent photo by Bob Mytych
This is what the school district’s bus garage looked like on Friday, the day after the big 
fire that closed school for the day.

School bus garage fire cancels school Thurs., cause investigated
from inside the garage and so they fought 
the fire from outside the building.
   He said they had Davis Street “pretty well 
taken care of” with all the hoses in the street 
and so it was impossible for bus drivers to 
get to their buses. The fire was under control 
relatively quickly.
   One Belleville fire fighter got sprayed 
in the eye and, because they didn’t know 
exactly what was in the spray, Huron Valley 
Ambulance flushed out the fire fighter’s eye 
and she went back to duty, Chief Loranger 
said.
   The Van Buren Schools did have school 
on Friday. School Supt. Michael Van Tassel 
said in a memo to parents, “In the interest 
of the safety of our employees, whom I did 
not want near the area, I decided to cancel 
school today.”
   At about 2 a.m. Friday, Belleville fire 
fighters were toned out again when smoke 
was reported at the burned-out garage. 
Chief Loranger said it turned out to be what 
they believe was steam on the roof.
   The State Fire Marshal arrived at about 
4 p.m. Thursday to begin his investigation 
and was to come back on Tuesday, Chief 
Loranger said. The Fire Marshal will 
coordinate with the school district’s 

insurance company.
   “There was a lot of loss,” Chief Loranger 
said, adding he pried open a tool box that 
had been melted shut and saw a lot of 
damaged tools.
   “While we sustained a great deal of damage 
to the building and several maintenance 
vehicles, no buses were lost,” said Supt. 
Van Tassel.
   “The damage is substantial, but we will 
move forward with continuing to provide a 
quality educational experience for the over 

5,000 students and families we serve,” Van 
Tassel said.
   According to reports, the district’s new 
dump truck, a lawn mower, and other vehicles 
were destroyed inside the building.
   According to a report, a mechanic who 
was not scheduled to work that day called 
someone at the scene of the fire, asking 
him to find his tool box and open it to see 
if his Christmas money was still inside. The 
melted box was pried open and the money 
found intact.

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   The deteriorating wood playscape at 
Village Park, in front of Victoria Commons 
subdivision, will be replaced with a new, 
handicapped-accessible playscape next 
year, with the use of federal funds.
   Belleville City Manager Diana Kollmeyer 
said city officials were at a recent meeting 
on use of Community Development Block 
Grant funds and Bryce Kelley suggested 
transferring their 2012 CDBG funds to use 
for a playscape. There is $34,080 in that 
account and it should pay for the needed 
play equipment.
   Kelley at one time was head of the 
Planning and Economic Development 
Department at Van Buren Township. Now 
he works for Wayne County.
   At Monday’s meeting of the Belleville 
City Council a public hearing was held and 
then the city unanimously voted to approve 
the fund transfer.
  Kollmeyer said the $34,080 will pay for a 
base playscape and the administration may 
come back to transfer other CDBG funds 
for additional pieces of play equipment.
   She said the project will be done and the 
money expended by next August.
   DPW Director Keith Tackett said 
the present playscape was getting so 
deteriorated that he wanted to tear it down 

Belleville Council approves CDBG transfer to purchase playscape
in the spring anyway.
   “Only so many sidewalks can be built,” 
said Councilman Tom Fielder, referring to 
restrictions on what the CDBG funds can 
be used for.
   Councilwoman Kim Tindall reminded 
everyone that this is a city park for everyone 
to use.
   Kollmeyer said that because of the 
vandalism in that park, the administration 
feels the more items they put in the park 
the more people will come and the people 
will automatically help patrol the park.
   In other business at Monday’s meeting, 
the council:
   • Heard a 45-minute proposal by a family 
from Harbour Pointe subdivision who did 
not introduce themselves. The family wants 
the council to rescind Parking Order 14-3, 
which allows parking on only one side of 
the subdivision streets to provide space for 
emergency vehicles. The order will not be 
enforced for 90 days. The family’s main 
complaint was that wider streets will lead 
to more speeding which would endanger 
their children. The group also spoke at 
length at the last city council meeting;
   • Approved the BYC’s request to put up 
an ice rink in the Fourth Street Square for 
Winter Fest, Dec. 5, 6 and 7. It will be open 
3-9 p.m. on Friday, 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. on 
Saturday, and 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Sunday. 

Ted Mull of BYC asked if they could 
move the artwork at the back of square to 
keep it safe and he was referred to Carol 
Thompson of the Belleville Downtown 
Development Authority who was in charge 
of the artworks. They propose to relocate 
the sculpture temporarily by moving it 
with a forklift;
   • Announced the 2014 Holiday Decorating 
Contest for residences and businesses in 
the city. People are asked to have their 
lights on from 6 to 10 p.m. on Dec. 10 
and 11. Awards will be presented in five 
categories. The contest is sponsored by the 
City of Belleville and the Belleville-Area 
Independent;
   • Approved a one-time $1,000 stipend for 
the seven full-time employees represented 
by the Government Employee Labor 
Council for clerks and DPW. The GELC 
had a wage reopener for the final year 
of the contract and agreed to accept the 
stipend. Their last raise was in 2006;
   • Approved accounts payable of 
$252,790.91 and departmental purchases 
in excess of $500: to Allie Brothers, new 
officer police uniforms, $1,021.25; to DEQ, 
$1,227.99 community fee; to Priority One 
Emergency, equipment for new police car, 
$9,141; and to Wayne County, prisoner 
lodging, $3,500;
   • Presented awards to four contest winners 

in the seventh-annual Scarecrow Contest; 
and
   • Learned the leaf pickup will resume 
when the city truck is done being a salt 
truck. The sudden winter weather and icy 
roadways changed the focus of the DPW.
   Mayor Pro Tem Jack Loria presided at the 
meeting in the absence of Mayor Kerreen 
Conley.

VBT LDFA goes into 
closed-door session with 
attorneys over Visteon

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   The Van Buren Township Local 
Development Finance Authority met at 2 
p.m. Monday, mainly to go into closed-
door session with attorneys handling 
its problems with Visteon. This was the 
LDFA’s first meeting since May.
   The LDFA closed session lasted about 
an hour. The township board had gone into 
closed-door session the week before also 
to discuss an attorney’s opinion letter on 
Visteon.
   Present at the closed LDFA meeting were 
Keveh Kashef of Clark Hill law firm and 
township attorney Patrick McCauley.
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   Anita Dresser of Van Buren Township 
said she was at her computer recently when 
her house phone rang and she answered it.
   On the phone was a man who said he 
was from Microsoft and he had detected 
problems with her computer. He wanted 
her to go into her computer and he would 
help her fix it. She said she “played dumb” 
and he continued.
   He told her to look on her keyboard and 
press the flag in the lower left hand portion 
of the keyboard, plus a letter.
   “I think he would have taken control of my 
computer,” she said, adding when she was 
working, the IT guys would take control of 
the company computers from time to time 
to fix things, so she’s seen it done before, 
with the screen being maneuvered from 
another location.
   She said the man said they had detected 
things wrong with her computer and said 
something about Canada. She said she told 
him this was not a good time to talk and 
hung up.
   She warned others if anyone calls you and 
tells you to push buttons on your computer, 
don’t do it. Microsoft wouldn’t be calling 
her, she said.
   “There’s always a sucker out there,” she 
noted.

***
   Another reader, this one from Sumpter 
Township, brought in a scam letter he got 
from National Prize Register (NPR) telling 
him that if he pays $19.95 for the “report and 
release fee,” they will forward $1,800,000 
“in money and prizes directives” to him 
right away.
   He was warned he was in “serious 
danger” of losing his prize since this is his 

second notice. Our reader wanted our other 
readers to hear about yet another scam of 
which to beware.

***
   I was talking with Scott Russell about 
his loss in the school board election. He 
said the day after the Nov. 4 election, his 
daughter Ellie was elected school president 
at Savage Elementary, so one of the family 
was a winner.

***
   Brenda Kurtz got out of her car to walk 
into work at the Van Buren Township 
Hall on Friday morning and fell down 
on the new slick asphalt in the employee 
parking area. She said she injured her 
neck, shoulder, ribs and head. Brenda was 
transported to the hospital and found to 
have a mild concussion and whiplash, but 
nothing broken.
   When I called the VBT Building and 
Planning Department on Monday, Brenda 
answered the phone. She sounded a bit frail, 
but she was at work. She said her doctor 
told her to keep moving and so her muscles 
don’t stiffen up, so she went to work.

***
   It was a surprise to see Bryce Kelley 
sitting as a member of a VBT board. It 
was Monday afternoon and he was the new 
Wayne County representative of the VBT 
Local Development Finance Authority. 
When they started talking about a parcel of 
land on Ecorse that the LDFA was looking 
at selling, Bryce knew all about it since he 

was at VBT when the LDFA bought that 
land.
   Bryce worked as head of the Planning 
and Economic Development Department 
at VBT for many years and then resigned 
after Paul White was elected supervisor. 
Bryce has been a part of 
the Aerotropolis project 
from the beginning 
and now he’s a Wayne 
County representative.

***
   At the work/study 
session of the Van 
Buren Township Board of Trustees on 
Monday afternoon, the emergency sirens 
were discussed again. It was to be on 
Tuesday night’s agenda and seemed a sure 
thing to be approved.
   The 13 sirens are to be paid for by the 
VBT Downtown Development Authority, 
federal Community Development Block 
Grant funds, and the township.
   Sharry Budd, the township treasurer 
who is also on the VBT Civic Fund, said 
the Civic Fund will meet on Thursday 
(today) and will vote on whether to pay the 
township’s share of $122,093.
   VBT was to pay for six sirens.
   The emergency sirens are expected to be 
up and operating before the storm season 
in the spring. West Shore said it installs 
sirens all winter long in Michigan, unless it 
gets really cold like it did last year.

***

Editorial

Johnny Vawters 
resigns as Sumpter 
Twp. Supervisor
   Johnny Vawters tells us he has resigned as 
Sumpter Township Supervisor as of Nov. 
20. He said his stroke that laid him low 
more than a year ago was the reason. And, 
although he is better, he cannot continue in 
the township’s leadership role.
   This is a sad time.
   Vawters has been an unusual supervisor. 
He could make the most-angry residents 
into his friends by listening to them.
   The once rowdy township meetings turned 
into friendly encounters, with Vawters 
encouraging people to speak out and offers 
to come to his office anytime to share their 
concerns. There was laughing and joking.
   He would drop by our office regularly, 
since his barber is across the street. We 
would share our thoughts and part after a 
hug.
   He said his mother wanted him to be a 
school teacher, but he rebelled. After all 
kinds of adventures he became a top union 
official and then a township supervisor.
   Our best to Johnny Vawters, an unusually 
fine man who put the business of Sumpter 
Township above his desire to remain its 
leader.
   Sumpter has been filling in the void over 
the last year, with Treasurer John Morgan 
doing what he could as acting supervisor, 
but, now the board must appoint a 
supervisor within a certain number of 
days and are expected to do that at its next 
meeting on Tuesday. Morgan is expected to 
get that role.
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Letters
Fraternal
Order of
Eagles

HALL & PAVILION
RENTAL AVAILABLE

9961 Beck Road
Belleville, MI

Weekday and Weekend Rate
Catering Available

Bartending Service Provided

699-8836 (after 12 noon)

Columbia Court
Apartments

275 W. Columbia • Belleville

734-697-8200
Minutes From Shopping, Freeways & Restaurants

For Studio Apartments Only.
Accepting Applications for Individuals 62 & Older

H.U.D. Guidlines Apply
A Senior Facility of National Church Residences

Affordable Housing • Sec 8-202

Aluminum, Brass, Cast Iron, Copper, Steel, 
Appliances, Automotive Parts, Computer Equipment

Container Service, Pick Up, Delivery and Demo 
Clean-Out Service Available!

Michigan Metal Recycling, Inc.
175 Rawsonville Rd., Belleville, MI

(Old Rawsonville Rd. off Michigan Ave.)
www.michmetal.com

Call for Scale Pricing 734-485-0481

We Purchase All Types
OF FERROUS & NON-FERROUS

SCRAP METAL$$ $$

BARBARA ROGALLE MILLER
Attorney At Law
321 Main Street

Belleville, Michigan 48111
(734) 697-4455 - Fax (734) 697-7177

--Robert Quillen

“A discussion is an exchange of knowledge;
an argument is an exchange of ignorance”

Pleasing You, Pleases Us

734-325-7799
Members & Qualified Guests

Belleville Family Center # 934
45476 Harris Road
Belleville, MI 48111
bellevillemoose.com

moose934@yahoo.com

Weekday & Weekend Rates

Bartending Service Provided -
Catering Available -- Ask for Tiff!

Free Wi-Fi Hotspot!

Loyal Order of Moose • Women of the Moose • Moose Legion

The Family Fraternity

Women’s Club pulls out 
of Winter Fest parade
Ms. Karen LaBelle, Executive Director
Belleville Area Chamber of Commerce
248 Main Street, Belleville, MI 48111

Dear Ms. LaBelle:
   The Belleville Area Women’s Club 
regretfully declines to participate in the 
Christmas Parade this year. We find it most 
unfortunate that the Chamber chose to have 
the parade on the country-wide observance 
of the Angel of Hope Commemoration 
Ceremony.
   We realize that times change and that 
people forget, but let us remind you that the 
Chamber was most helpful when Martha 
Brown began the fundraising to place the 
Angel at Hillside Cemetery. In fact, the 
first time the two events were scheduled 
for the 6th, the Chamber realized that this 
was a day to remember children who were 
taken way too soon, not a day to celebrate 
Santa, and moved the parade and fireworks 
to the next weekend.
   Obviously, in the past more sympathetic 
heads prevailed and splitting up the Winter 
Fest events but still having the parade prior 
to the ceremony does not pay homage to 
the families who continue to grieve.
   The David C. Brown Funeral Home is 
and always has been very community-
minded and contributes to many area 
events. In fact, David, Martha and Kathie 
Steigerwald have served on the Chamber’s 
Board of Directors and received awards for 
their community service and volunteerism. 
This is almost like biting the hand that 
feeds you.
   Unfortunately, these events will collide 
again when Dec. 6 is the first Saturday.  
We would hope when that happens, the 
Chamber Board of Directors will see fit 
to hold the activities on the following 

weekend.
   The Belleville Area Women’s Club 
continues to hope that the parade would 
be moved, but since that does not seem 
plausible, consider this our protest and our 
hope that others will follow.

Belleville Area Women’s Club

Congratulations to 
school board winners
To the Editor:
   I want to take this opportunity to 
congratulate Sherry Frazier, Kevin English, 
and Alison Bennett on their election 
victories to the Van Buren Public Schools 
Board of Education.
   It has been an honor to serve on the 
board for the past four years and I look 
forward to continuing my support of this 
fine district. I hope you will join me in that 
support and I invite all of you to become 
involved, volunteer to help, and to keep 
asking questions. 
   Finally, I would like to thank all of the 
supporters and volunteers who worked 
tirelessly on my campaign. You guys are 
the best!
 

Regards,
Scott Russell
Van Buren Township

The morning after
the big election …
To the Editor:
   Ah yes, it is a good morning for some 
and it’s a bad morning for others. It just 
depends on whether or not you voted!
   But don’t cry, yesterday is gone, so 
rethink your decision and make good of 
the next opportunity to VOTE! Remember 
someone lost their life so you could make 
a decision!
   Sidebar: Some things need to change in 
our campaigns for elected offices.
   1. There should be a shorter time to 
campaign and get your message out to the 
people -- six to nine months.
   2. STOP the negative messages. Look 
what you are teaching the future voters, 
our children. Slander does NOT PAY or 
DOES IT?
   3. Money and trees would be saved by 
cutting down on the amount of campaign 
literature that is distributed over and over 
and so on.
   4. A little more time should be spent on 
explaining what proposals are being voted 
on.
   In other words, just keep it simple!
   Now go out and have a great day.

Marian Caldwell
Van Buren Township
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EMail: nettroandco@comcast.net
http://www.angelanettro.featuredwebsite.com

  Residential * Commercial * Vacant * Repos * Short Sales

Fax: (734) 697-3531
152 Main St., Ste. 11, Belleville, MI 48111

“Real Estate with Real Service”Belleville Area Independent
November 20, 2014

More Letters

Would you like to have
your Church listed in this

directory? Call Advertising 
Manager Bob Mytych at

734-699-9020 today!

Bethany Bible Church
810 E. Huron River Dr.       Belleville, Michigan 48111

(734) 697-7456
Sunday:  Adult Bible classes & Children’s Sunday School - 9:45am
                Morning Worship - 11:00am
Monday:  Kids Awana - 6:30 to 8:30pm (Sept. through March)
Wednesday:  House of Prayer - 7:00pm • Children/Teen/College & Career - 7:00pm
Please visit our website for more information: bethanybiblechurch.com

734-461-9458
Visit us @

fmar1.org
and on

Promoting a
Healthy
and Safe
Environment
for All.

Where Pets
and
People Meet.

JOIN US FOR OUR DINE & DONATE FUNDRAISER NOV. 23
AT HAAB’S RESTAURANT, YPSILANTI. CALL 734-461-9458WE’RE A/C & TRANSMISSION SPECIALISTS!

Thurs. Bible Study 7:30 p.m.   Sun. Worship  3 p.m.
Phone (734) 699-6147   Cell (734) 740-1910

LIBERTY GOSPEL CHURCH
105 N. LIBERTY, BELLEVILLE

Worship in
Spirit & Truth.

HTTP://LIBERTYGOSPELCHURCH.ORG

Pastor
Bernie Travis

= =

Made you look! Start advertising in the 
Belleville-Area Independent today and 

get noticed too. Home of the buy 3 ads, 
get 1 free. Call Advertising Manager 
Bob Mytych at 734-699-9020 today!

OPEN ARMS LUTHERAN 
CHURCH & DAYCARE
7865 Belleville Rd., Belleville, MI

(734) 699-5000 • www.openarmscenter.com
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.

Sunday Chapel 11 a.m. • Sunday Bible Study 11 a.m.

Towing Available
Open Weekdays 8 a.m – 5 p.m.

Invites you to our
Thanksgiving Services!

Pastor Douglas Hammond
Visit us @ www.bereanbelleville.org

and Like Us on Facebook!

BEREAN BAPTIST CHURCH

Fabric • Notions • Books • Patterns
Quilts for Sale • Will Make Custom Quilts 

To Your Specs • Long Arm Machine
Quilting, Quilt Making Classes

Open: Monday-Friday  10-5, Saturday  10-4

CHECKS

OR CASH

ONLY!

Working for you, your family
& future for over 14 years

SELLING MILLIONS IN OUR HOMETOWN!

RAVCO PIT STOP

7175 Rawsonville Road
Belleville, MI 48111

734-905-7140  SHOP      734-544-0277  FAX

NOW OPEN NEXT TO THE RAILROAD TRACKS!

®

Rotary Club taking 
orders for wreaths, etc.
To the Editor:
   The Belleville Rotary Club  is now 
conducting its annual Christmas Wreath, 
Garland and Centerpiece Sale. This year, 
orders can be placed until Dec. 2, for pick 
up at the  First United Methodist Church, 
417 Charles St., Belleville, on Tuesday, 
Dec. 9 from 7:30-8 p.m. 
   A 10” wreath is $18; 14” wreath, $22; 
door swags, $14; 60’ cedar roping, $37; 
12” centerpiece with taper, $22; and 18” 
centerpiece with taper, $37. 
   Please submit your order with payment 
to Debra Green at the Belleville Area 
District Library, Glenn Silvenis at RE/
MAX Crossroads III on Main Street, Joyce 
Rochowiak at Garden Fantasy on Haggerty 
Road, or any Rotarian. Make all checks 
payable to Belleville Rotary Club.
   Proceeds support the Belleville Rotary Club 
charitable and community service projects. 
 
David Parrott, Past President
Belleville Rotary Club
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Obituaries

Ypsilanti 
(734) 482-6000 

Christopher Janowiak, 
Manager - 4TH Degree K of C

Sumpter Twp.
(734) 699-6000 

Managerwww.janowiakfuneralhome.com
William J. Tolhurst,

With over 70 years experience, we’ll go above and beyond with 
our services. Our Chapel can seat 200 family and friends.
Let us show you the Janowiak experience.

We’ll go the extra mile.

(734) 697-4500
David C. Brown, Manager   Shelly A. Brown-Chudzinski, Director

Complete Line of Monuments & Markers.
www.DAVIDCBROWNFH.com

460 E. HURON RIVER DR., BELLEVILLE, MI 48111
David C. Brown Funeral Home

If you don't know what she wants for

CHRISTMAS,
how do you know what she wants for her

FUNERAL?

MATTHEW B. HRABOSKY
(December 21, 1926 - November 15, 2014) 
Matthew Bernard Hrabosky, age 87, of 
Belleville, Michigan, passed away Saturday, 
November 15, 2014 at his home surrounded 
by his family. He was born December 21, 1926 
in Mooween, Pennsylvania, son of Matthew & 
Helen (Moloser) Hrabosky.
Matt proudly served his country in the U.S. 
Army during WWII. He retired from the Ford 
Motor Company-Wayne Assembly Plant after 
nearly 20 years in quality control. He was a 
member of the American Legion, the Masons 
and the UAW. He enjoyed hunting, gardening 
and loved dogs, especially his Bichon Frise, 
Chip. He was a huge sports fan, always rooting 
for his Tigers, Wings and Lions!
Mr. Hrabosky is survived by his loving wife 
of 42 years, Betty Jean (Donahue) Hrabosky; 
8 children David Hrabosky, John Hrabosky, 
Jim Hrabosky, all of Belleville, Paul Hrabosky 
of Tennessee, Mary Dobbins of Ypsilanti, MI, 
Robin (Bob) Freysinger of Pleasant Lake, 
MI, and Judy (Richard) Kasperski and Susan 
Hrabosky, both of Belleville; 11 grandchildren; 
8 great-grandchildren and two on-the-way; a 
sister Gladys (Patrick) Rourke of Rockford, 
Illinois; also numerous nieces, nephews and 
friends.
He was preceded in death by his parents; in 
1966 by the death of his first wife, Elizabeth 
Siitersen Hrabosky; by his daughter Cynthia 
Jean Kasperski; granddaughter Jenna Marie 
Kasperski; also two brothers, Robert and 
Edward Hrabosky.
Visitation was 3-8 PM Monday, and 12-1 PM 
Tuesday, November 18, 2014 with a 1:00 PM 
Funeral Service at David C. Brown Funeral 
Home, 460 E. Huron River Dr., Belleville, MI 
(734)697-4500. Pastor Douglas L. Valentine 
officiated. Interment was in Knollwood 
Memorial Park, Canton, MI.
Memorial contributions may be made to Faith 
Assembly Church or Hospice Advantage and 
would be appreciated. Please sign his on-line 
guest book and share a story for his family to 
treasure at www.davidcbrownfh.com . 

Matthew Bernard 
Hrabosky

MARY FAYE CLEVENGER
(April 5, 1932 - November 16, 2014) 
Mary Faye Clevenger, age 82, of Wayne, MI, 
formerly of Belleville, MI, passed away Sunday, 
November 16, 2014 at Maple Manor in Wayne. 
She was born April 5, 1932 in Lenoir City, TN, 
daughter of Wilburn Pearson & Sarah Trifena 
(Smalling) Williams.
Faye was a member of United Baptist Church, 
Garden City, MI. She enjoyed word search 
puzzles, sewing, watching the Detroit Red 
Wings, and driving fast cars. She loved her 
Camero and Trans Am. Most of all, Mary 
Faye loved spending time with her family and 
enjoyed her grandchildren.
She is survived by 6 children William (Victoria) 
Clevenger of South Lyon, MI, Carolyn “Sis” 
Morrison of West Branch, MI, Diane (Tony) 
Mayberry of Wayne, MI, Janet (Dennis) Rowe 
of Woodhaven, MI, Michael (Lisha) Clevenger 
of Gladwin, MI, Robin Bush of Dearborn, MI; 
10 grandchildren; 12 great-grandchildren; four 
sisters Uni Dargie of Titusville, FL, Zula Scott of 
Richmond, IN, Pearl Kirkland of Madisonville, 
TN and Louise Bradley of Lake Placid, FL; also 
numerous nieces and nephews.
Mary Faye was preceded in death by her parents, 
husband William Robert “Bob” Clevenger on 
March 26, 2006, two sons-in-law Keith Bush 
and David “Turk” Morrison, two sisters Dorth 
Brown and Novell Bivens, also three brothers 
Varnell, Coy and Tralve Williams.
Visitation was 1-8 PM Wednesday and will be 
10-11 AM Thursday, November 20, 2014 at 

David C. Brown Funeral Home, 460 E. Huron 
River Dr., Belleville, MI 48111 (734)697-4500. 
Funeral will be 11:00 AM Thursday with Pastor 
Jason Reaves officiating. Interment will be in 
Hillside Cemetery, Belleville.
Memorial contributions to United Baptist 
Church, Garden City, would be greatly 
appreciated. Please sign her on-line guest book 
and share a memory for her family to treasure at 
www.davidcbrownfh.com . 

Mary Faye Clevenger

RONALD KEITH SHEEKS
(June 7, 1936 - November 10, 2014) 
Ronald Keith Sheeks died Monday, November 
10, 2014, at Heartland Health Care Center with 
his loving family at his side.
He was born June 7, 1936, in Wyandotte, 
Michigan, the son of Haskell and Dorothy 
(Treaster) Sheeks. On May 12, 1973, he married 
Bobbie Jean Hall in Ypsilanti and she survives.
Mr. Sheeks was honorably discharged from the 
U.S. Army where he served during the Korean 
War. In 1991, he retired as an Inspector from 
MichCon where he was employed for 30 years. 
He was also a member of Community Free Will 
Baptist Church in Ypsilanti where he served on 
the Church Board.
Survivors besides his loving wife Bobbie 
include his children Kenneth Sheeks, Michael 
Sheeks and Cheryl Shankle; eight grandchildren; 
19 great grandchildren; one brother, Larry 
Greene; and sister Kathy (William) Bush. He 
was preceded in death by his parents and three 

brothers.
Funeral service was celebrated on Friday, 
November 14, 2014, at 11 a.m. at Janowiak 
Funeral Home with Rev. Ollie Lafferty and Rev. 
Calvin Brown officiating. Burial followed in 
Oak Grove Cemetery, Chelsea, Michigan. The 
family received friends at the funeral home on 
Thursday from 2-4 p.m. and 6-8 p.m.
Please sign his Guest Book at 
janowiakfuneralhome.com “Where Families 
Come First”

Ronald Keith Sheeks

Annual Jane Kovach 
Memorial Art 
Scholarship announced
 
   Philip and Louis Kovach, both of Van Buren 
Township, announce the creation of an art scholarship 
in memory of their mother, who died Aug. 8 at the 
age of 92.
   Jane Kovach was a local artist who understood the 
importance of art in people’s lives. This scholarship is 
offered to continue her legacy and is available to any 
Belleville-area art student who wishes to pursue the 
arts through education.
   Her sons say this scholarship is based on Jane’s 
passion, creativity, understanding, and just plain 
hard work that it takes to be involved with the arts. 
Applicants should share in Jane’s never-ending 
pursuit of education and improvement of one’s artistic 
ability through its application.
   A $500 scholarship is being offered in her memory 
starting in 2015 and will continue for at least the next 
10 years based on the following criteria:
   • Must be an art student pursuing some form of 
higher education.
   • Must submit a short essay explaining why art is 
important in their lives.
   • Must present a form of art to be judged.
   • Must give a presentation explaining the art 
submitted.
   Applications for this scholarship must be received 
by April first of each year. For more information or to 
request an application, contact either: Phil Kovach at 
phillipkovach@yahoo.com ,(734) 788-1703, or Louis 
Kovach at lou@iccaviation.com , (734) 697-4152.
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SAME QUALITY SERVICE AT GREAT PRICES!

BAI

50 South Street at 5-Points, Belleville • 734-325-7065
Open Monday – Friday  8am - 6pm • Saturday  9am - 1pm

STOP IN AND ASK 
ABOUT OUR SERPENTINE 
BELT SPECIAL STARTING

AT $5999 (Most Cars)

DISC BRAKE SPECIAL
PREMIUM PADS & ROTORS, INCLUDES 
LABOR, STARTING AT $225 OR LESS!

Most Cars. Restrictions Apply.
WITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 11-30-14

W. Columbia Ave. E. Columbia Ave.

Main St. E. Huron River D
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WE CAN BEAT NEARLY ALL 
WRITTEN ESTIMATES,

CHECK US OUT FIRST!*
*Most cars. Restrictions apply.

PREMIUM

BATTERY SALE
Most Batteries in Stock!

A+ Rating with
YOUR HEATING & COOLING FAMILY

For Free Estimates, Call
(313) 381-2800

20740 Ecorse Road, Taylor, MI 48180

Have You Been Turned
Down for Credit? WE CAN HELP!

Credit Problems? Bankruptcy?
NO PROBLEM

We can design a system and budget plan just for you.

180 Days Same As Cash
6 Mo. 0% Interest

No Payments

Furnace Installed
$1650

10 year parts and labor

as low as SUPER HIGH
EFFICIENCY

FAMILY OWNED FOR OVER 37 YEARS!

Furnace Installed
$1075as low as HIGH

EFFICIENCY

*Offer expires at end of the 2014 season.
BELLEVILLE A&W RESTAURANT ONLY!

148 W. COLUMBIA AVE.
(734) 699-1800

99¢*

CONEYS
EVERYDAY!

Like Us
on

FALL SPECIAL
Serving Hometown

Chili & Chicken
Noodle Soup

FAITH ASSEMBLY CHURCH
894 East Huron River Drive

Calling out to Pastors and Churches 
to an evening of Praise & Worship.

EVERYONE IS WELCOME!

Community
Thanksgiving Service
Sunday, November 23 @ 6pm

ARCHIE D. DAWSON
(April 5, 1940 - November 17, 2014) 
Archie Dallas Dawson, age 74, of Belleville, 
MI, passed away Monday, November 17, 2014 
at University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI. He 
was born April 5, 1940 in Clare, MI, son of 
Dallas Dale & Rhoda May (Smith) Dawson.
He proudly served his country in the U.S. 
Army during Vietnam. He was a member of 
the Romulus VFW Post 9568. He enjoyed 
volunteering at the Ann Arbor VA Hospital at 
the information desk. He also enjoyed word 
search puzzles. He retired from Huron Valley 
Steel in 2002 after 28 years. He was a simple 
man who loved his family.
Archie is survived by his loving wife of 24 years 
Nancy Marie (Wauer) Dawson; four children 
Tina Ringer of Belleville, Tony (Sabrina) Aide of 
Jacksonville, FL, Tammy Aide of Ypsilanti, MI 
and Terry Aide of Belleville; ten grandchildren; 
two great-grandchildren; sister-in-law Sandra 
Dawson and nephew Dale Dawson, both of 
Farwell, MI; also numerous nieces, nephews, 
cousins, in-laws and friends. Preceded in death 
by his parents, daughter at birth Denise Amelia 
Dawson, son-in-law Jeffrey Ringer, also brother 
Ronald Dawson.
Visitation will be 4-8 PM Thursday at David C. 
Brown Funeral Home, 460 E. Huron River Dr., 
Belleville, MI 48111 (734) 697-4500. Visitation 
9-11 AM Friday, November 21, 2014 at Grace 
Baptist Church, 164 Roys Street, Belleville, 
with an 11:00 AM Funeral. Rev. Robert J. White 
will officiate. Interment will be in Great Lakes 
National Cemetery, Holly, MI.
Memorial contributions to the family would be 
appreciated. Please sign his on-line guest book 
and share a story for his family to treasure at 
www.davidcbrownfh.com . 

Obituaries

KAYLA M. HORSTE
(February 13, 1994 - November 17, 2014) 
Kayla Mae Horste, age 20, of Ann Arbor, MI 
passed away Monday, November 17, 2014. She 
was born February 13, 1994 in Ypsilanti, MI, 
daughter of Michael Scott Bon Jovi and Penny 
Mae Horste. 
Kayla was attending Washtenaw Community 
College after completing her high school 
education at Ann Arbor Tech. She enjoyed 
listening to music, drawing and scrap booking. 
Kayla is survived by her mother Penny 
Patterson, her bonus dad Dan Patterson, both 

More Letters
Tree of Remembrance 
ceremony set Monday
To the Editor:
   The winter and holidays are fast 
approaching us. The holidays are often 
seen as a joyous occasion and a chance 
to come together with friends and family. 
But it can be a difficult time for anyone 
who is missing their deceased loved 
one.  The prospect of facing the holidays 
without your loved one may cause anxiety 
and dread. Whether your loved one died 
recently or decades ago, the holidays bring 
forth powerful memories that may trigger 
your grief.
   We would like to help you.
   We at David C. Brown Funeral Home are 
hosting a special remembrance memorial 
ceremony for the community.  The “Tree of 
Remembrance” is a time to reflect and give 
honor to our loved ones during this holiday 
season. We invite you all on Monday, 
Nov. 24, to the Brown Family Center for 
this heartwarming ceremony. There will 
be a time beforehand inside the Center 
for fellowship and refreshments starting 
at 6:30 p.m. The ceremony will begin at 7 
p.m. just outside the Center.  Because it is 
outside please dress warmly. If you would 
like, please bring a weatherproof ornament 
in memory of your loved one.  During the 
ceremony there will be a time in which 

you can decorate the “tree” with your 
ornament. So gather the family and come 
out Monday evening for a comforting 
ceremony to celebrate your loved one. The 
Brown Family Center is two blocks east of 
the funeral home, 678 E. Huron River Dr., 
734-697-4500.  
Sincerely,
David C. Brown Funeral Home
Brown Family Center

Upcoming Meetings
   • Thursday, Nov. 20 – Tentative 7 p.m. 
meeting of Van Buren Township Board of 
Zoning Appeals.
   • Monday, Nov. 24 – Menards invites 
the public to an informational session 
about plans for a new store in Van Buren 
Township, 5-7 p.m., Van Buren Township 
Hall.
   • Tuesday, Nov. 25 – Van Buren Township 
Downtown Development Authority, 5:30 
p.m. Also, Sumpter Township workshop 
at 6 p.m., followed by regular meeting 
at 6:30 p.m. Also, VBT Water & Sewer 
Commission, 7 p.m.
   • Wednesday, Nov. 26 – Van Buren 
Township Planning Commission, 7:30 p.m.
   • Monday, Dec. 1 – Van Buren Township 
Board of Trustees work/study session, 4 
p.m. Also, Belleville City Council, 7:30 
p.m.
   • Tuesday, Dec. 2 – Van Buren Township 
Board of Trustees, regular meeting, 7 p.m.
   • Wednesday, Dec. 3 – Van Buren Township 
Planning Staff Review, 1-4 p.m.

of Ann Arbor; her father Michael Bon Jovi of 
Brighton, MI; grandparents John Horste of 
Ypsilanti, Cindy Squires of Hudson, MI, Jenny 
Bon Jovi of Brighton and Lelia Patterson of 
Wyandotte, MI; siblings Christopher (Cassie) 
Aleman of Chatsworth, GA, Daniel Patterson, 
Kara Thomson and Justin Patterson, all of Ann 
Arbor, MI, and Nikki Ward of North Carolina; 
also numerous aunts, uncles, cousins and 
friends. She was preceded in death by cousin 
Hanna Marie Carpenter, grandfather Dave 
Patterson, also her great-grandparents. 
Visitation will be 3-8 PM Thursday and 10-11 
AM Friday, November 21, 2014 with an 11:00 
AM Funeral at David C. Brown Funeral Home, 
460 E. Huron River Dr., Belleville, MI 48111 
(734)697-4500. 
In lieu of flowers, donations to Brown Funeral 
Home, to help the family defray expenses, 
would be greatly appreciated. Please sign her 
on-line guest book and share a memory for her 
family to cherish at www.davidcbrownfh.com . 

THE BELLEVILLE INDEPENDENT
NOW ACCEPTS CREDIT CARDS!

(Minimum $5 Purchase, Classified Ads Excluded)
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There’s too many ads today that try and trick you into buying their product.
We know you’re too smart for that so let’s keep it simple: Franklin Homes,
we sell Manufactured Homes at the best prices and fine Community living.

A Premier Manufactured Home Community

Or visit our website: www.FranklinHomeSales.com/VB

Have you 
thought about 

living in a 
manufactured 

home but didn’t 
want to buy 

one. Check out 
our lease with 
option to buy 

program.

“Like”
Van Buren 
Estates
Manufactured 
Home Community
on Facebook and 

stay up to date 
on our newest 

homes and 
incentives!

BE HOME FOR THE HOLIDAYS!
START THE NEW YEAR IN A NEW 

HOME, AND WE CAN HELP!
• The sale is just the start, come join
   the neighborhood! 

• Manufactured Home Sales, Rentals,
   Service and Communities

• For a limited time we are matching
   up to $2,000 of your down payment

(offer ends 11/30/14)
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TREE SERVICE, INC.

10% OFF TREE REMOVAL 
OVER $300 w/AD*

Tree Removal • Tree Trimming
Tree Pruning • Brush Removal

Stump Grinding • Firewood

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Fully Insured

Free Estimates • Senior Discounts

No Tree Too Big, No Tree Too Small

734-753-5800
tnttree.com

*ONLY VALID AT TIME OF ESTIMATE.

More Letters

Furnace ready for fall? We are offering
our 12 pt precision furnace tune up &
safety check designed to keep your
system running safe & efficient this 
winter. Enjoy the piece of mind that your 
furnace will be ready for the cold months 
ahead. All service plan customers receive 
priority service and a 10% discount on 
any service for a period of one year.

In the market for a new system? Ask about our 
full line of High Efficiency Carrier furnace & air 
conditioning systems. Rebates available on select 
systems. Save $$ on your energy costs!

PO BOX 395, BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

CALL:
734-697-4650

BELLEVILLE/CANTON
734-572-4480

ANN ARBOR/YPSILANTI

Check out our website:
actionmechanicalheating-cooling.com

Precision furnace tune up

$89.00
Limited time offer

(        )

 734-697-6066
|313-389-5032
|734-374-0359

10820 Belleville Road, Belleville, MI  48111
15451 Southfield Road, Allen Park, MI  48101
23000 Eureka Road, Taylor, MI  48180

HRBLOCK.COM 

Visit H&RBLOCK.COM  to find a  participating
office or call 866-852-9250

YOU COULD GET UP TO

We know the unexpected happens.
H&R Block Emerald Advance provides a year-round line
of credit of up to $1,000. Tap into it for bills, car repairs,
holiday shopping and unexpected expenses to breathe

easier knowing you have a little extra help.

*If approved, you could be eligible for a credit limit between $350 - $1000.

H&R Block Emerald Advance® line of credit and H&R Block Emerald Savings® are offered through H&R Block Bank, a Federal Savings Bank, Member FDIC. H&R Block Emerald Prepaid MasterCard® is issued by H&R Block Bank, a Federal Savings Bank, pursuant to a license by
MasterCard International Incorporated. All products subject to ID verification. Line of credit is also subject to credit and underwriting approval. Fees apply. Products offered only at participating offices. Promotional period 11/24/2014 - 01/15/2015. MasterCard is a registered
trademark of MasterCard International Incorporated. OBTP#B13696. ©2014 HRB Tax Group, Inc.

PROMOTION PERIOD 11/24/2014 - 1/15/2015

NEW CLIENTS WELCOME  |  NO W2 REQUIRED

14
-2

14
0

I’m Ken Dudek, a Vietnam 
Veteran, searching for you! I’m 
getting old with health problems 

and you are my beneficiary.
Call  734-391-8111

LOOKING FOR

TIFFANY DUDEK
OR

TIFFANY LUKE

WILLOW RUN LIQUOR, BEER, WINE, LOTTO, PIZZA & DELI
49365 S. I-94 Service Drive, Belleville  734-699-0333

Gyro  $5.99
Subs  $5.99
6pcs Wing Dings  $4.99

(Make it a Combo for $2.00 more!)

Large Pizza
1 topping

$5.99
2 for $10

10%
OFF
YOUR ORDER

WITH AD
Limit 1 coupon per customer per 
visit. Willow Run Liquor coupon 

expires 11/30/2014. BAI

Try our Specialty Gryo Pizza -- Medium $15.99  Large $17.99

Open: Mon. – Thurs. 10am-11pm; Fri. & Sat. 10am-12am; Sun. 11am-10pm

Moose holds dinner
to honor local veterans
To the Editor:
   A terrific time was had by all at the first 
dinner held by the Loyal Order of Moose 
honoring local veterans. The guys did a 
great job preparing the spaghetti for the 
many guests and the event provided a kick 
off for Toys for Tots and the Cell Phone for 
Vets Programs.
   These are ongoing programs and toys and 
cell phones may be dropped off at David C. 
Brown Funeral Home on E. Huron River 
Drive.
   Kathie Steigerwald from David C. Brown 
Funeral Home served as MC of the event 
and also coordinates Thunder Rolls in 
Belleville held on Memorial Day Weekend. 
David, Martha and Shelly Brown were 
in attendance to present $1,000 checks to 
both the VFW Post 4434 and PLAV Post 
167 from the proceeds of Thunder Rolls. 
In addition to the veterans, members of the 
Gold Wing Star Touring Association, who 
set up and organize the motorcycle ride, 
were in attendance.  Martha Brown also 
recognized retired City Police Chief Gene 
Taylor with a special gift for all his help 
over the years.
   Special thanks goes to the businesses and 
individuals who donated for the Silent and 
Chinese Auctions: Marti’s Gift Gallery, 
Belleville Area Women’s Club, Belleville 
Central Business Community, Belleville 
Area Chamber of Commerce, Showroom 
of Elegance,  Brown Funeral Home, 
Sumpter Collision, KP&T Auto, Friends of 
MI Animals Rescue, Absolute Auto Care, 
Cracker Barrel Old Country Store, Main 
Street Flowers, Garden Fantasy, TKM 
Awards, Brown Family Center, Stacey 
& Ed York, Sandy Brown, Dawn Pluff, 
Robert Coutts, Sunburst Monuments, 
Twisted Rooster, Diana Schmeltz, Tina 
Buxton - Stoney Creek Candle Company, 
Photography by Shannon, Josh Oultman - 
War Dogs Surplus, and Stacy Puchalsky.

Marvin Steigerwald, Trustee
Belleville Moose Lodge

Thanks for help with 
Rochon Car Show
To the Editor:
   Sumpter Twp. Parks & Recreation 
Commission along with the Rochon 
Family would like to thank those that 
helped sponsor the 20th-Annual Don 
Rochon Memorial Car Show. Sponsors and 
donators like you make this a great event.
Sponsors of the T-Shirts:
Sumpter Collision, J & T Crova Towing, 
Atlantic Welding Supply, Keep It In the 70’s 
Heating & Cooling, Burhop’s Collision & 
Auto Glass, Lincoln Street Garage, Dunks 
Welding, Martin & Son Auto Repair, Fox 
Auto U – Pull, Tin Pan Saloon & Pizzeria, 
G & G Bakery, USA Demolition Derby
Those that donated towards the door 
prizes:
Apple Charlie, Liquor Wagon Shoppe, 
Alan D. Bates, Little Town Liquor Deli 
& Pizza, Belleville Auto Supply, Lonnie’s 
Auto Repair, Belleville Greenhouses & 
Nursery, MPB Restoration, Belleville 
Mill, Martin & Son, Belleville NAPA Auto 
Truck Parts, Michael Sturtz – Atchinson 
Ford, Belleville Pro Hardware, Papa’s 
Fix It, Benito’s Pizza, Roller Skate Park, 
Burhop’s Collision & Auto Glass, Sheena 
Barnes, Chapp & Bushey Oil Co., Sherman 
Arnold, Country Farms, Siemens Water 
Supply, Feed Rite Pet Shop & Supply, 
Sumpter Ace Hardware, Fox Auto Parts, 
Sumpter Affordable Auto Repair, Gulf 
Oil Auto Lube, Sumpter Collision, Huron 
Market, Sumpter Pharmacy, Jim & Joanne 
Posegay, The Hairs Inn/Your Comfort 
Zone, Johnny Vawters, Tin Pan, Krzyske 
Brothers Company Inc., Willow Party 
Store, Lisa Posegay
Those that donated their services:
Republic Waste/Carleton Farms, Sumpter 
Twp. Fire & Police Departments
   Thank You to the Sumpter Twp. Board 
of Trustees and the township departments 
that assist us when needed and for their 
support.
   Sumpter Twp. Parks & Recreation 
Commission appreciates the community 
support and we definitely could not do 
what we do without that support.
Sincerely,
Sumpter Twp. Parks & Recreation 
Commission

Use your turn signals!
To the Editor:
   Turn signals or blinkers: What are they 
used for? For those drivers who are stupid, 
ignorant, lazy and, of course those using 
your d__ smart phones, turn signals are 
used to let the driver know you are turning, 
and it is a law to use them just like wearing 
your seat belts.
   I’m not a mind-reader and I’m sure there 

are a lot like me who aren’t either. So, obey 
the law and use them. Oh, and this also 
includes some cops.

Sue
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LDFA
(continued from page 3)

ACCEPTING

CLOTHING AND SMALL

HOUSEHOLD ITEMS

DONATIONS

41019 E. Huron River Dr.
@ Haggerty Rd., Belleville

(734) 992-2032

NOW OPEN IN THE
METRO PARK PLAZA!

GOOD
QUALITY
ITEMS!

OPEN
TUES. THRU

SAT.

Take 15% Off Your 
Total Purchase

With Everything-N-That Coupon Only.
Good Nov. 1 – Nov. 29, 2014. BAI

Resale ShopThe Belleville
Independent is now a 

drop off location for the 
U.S. Marine Corps Toys 

for Tots Program. Bring 
in your new, unwrapped 

toy to our office at:
 152 Main St., Suite 9, 

Belleville, MI
We are located in the Professional 

Building (the old movie theater 
building) across from Mr. Goofy’s 

Car Wash.

The cast and crew of the Belleville High School comedy “Don’t Drink the Water” pose for 
a picture at the BHS auditorium. The play is at 7 p.m. on Thursday, Nov. 20; Friday, Nov. 
21; and Saturday, Nov. 22. Tickets are $8 for adults and $7 for students and seniors.

“Many a small thing has been made large by the right kind of advertising.”
Mark Twain

   Kashef has been working on a resolution 
to the township’s Visteon bond problem for 
more than a year. The township had pledged 
its full faith and credit to bonds to help build 
Visteon Village and now the tax income will 
not be enough for bond payments.
   During Visteon’s Chapter 11 bankruptcy 
proceedings, the township and Visteon 
entered into an agreement and mutual 
release, dated Jan. 25, 2010.  At the time 
of the agreement both parties understood 
and acknowledged that when comparing 
projected tax revenues with the township’s 
obligations under the bonds, a financial 
shortfall would occur.
   Kashef’s Sept. 9, 2013 letter to Visteon’s 
President and CEO Timothy D. Leuliette 
stated: “The township has completed a 
comprehensive review of its obligations 
under bonds, as well as its projected tax 
revenues, and is confident not only that a 
shortfall is inevitable but that the shortfall 
will occur in 2018.”
   The attorneys are working to avoid the 
shortfall that could leave VBT taxpayers 
picking up the tab on the hefty bond 
payments.

39545 Ecorse Road
   In the 50-minute open part of its meeting, 
the LDFA spent time discussing the best 
way to sell 39545 Ecorse Road, a 1.16-acre 
parcel that the LDFA bought when Ecorse 
Road was widened. It had to come up with 
the right of way and ended up with a little 

too much property.
   Darrell Fecho, an employee of McKenna 
Associates who was filling in at the VBT 
Building and Planning Department, 
explained that this is the only parcel in VBT 
that the LDFA owns.
   He said the township was approached 
by the owner of the parcel at the corner of 
Ecorse and Hannan roads, Odish Jarbou, 
who thought he could use the LDFA parcel 
for wetland or floodplain mitigation. This 
would give him more space for buildings on 
his small corner parcel.
   The LDFA parcel also abuts Roy Roeser’s 
parcel.
   “In terms of the parcel itself, it’s not going 
to do the LDFA any good,” Fecho said. He 
said the owner on the corner would enter 
into a conservation easement. He said the 
parcel is of no value except to the two 
abutting property owners.
   After much discussion on many options, 
the LDFA decided to:
   • Get an appraisal;
   • Keep that information closed;
   • Once the appraisal is in, seek bids from 
the general public and surrounding property 
owners, with and without the addition of a 
conservation easement; and
   • Have the township building department 
formulate a recommendation to the LDFA.
   LDFA member Charles Covington said, 
“Make it as transparent as we can.”
   At its May 13 meeting the LDFA directed 
VBT Director of Planning and Economic 
Development Arthur Mullen to get an 
appraisal on the property, but he didn’t do it 
and left the township. 
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Marvin Kouza 1x2   6-18-09
news section

Contact Belinda at
734-699-7700
www.franklinhomesales.com/bm

A Premier Manufactured Home Community

Franklin Homes at Belleville Manor 

Hot Summer Days Sales Event………

Will make your head spin!!! 

We will match your down payment up to $2500.00
Plus waive your Security Deposit.

(with purchase of a Franklin new or previously owned home) 

We are also offering $1000.00 referrals! 
(Call for details) 

Contact Belinda at 734-699-7700 
www.franklinhomesales.com/bm

Not ready to BUY? We have Lease options. 

GETTING INTO
A NEW HOME IN TIME
FOR THE HOLIDAYS IS

EASIER THAN YOU THINK!
New and Pre-Owned 2 and 3 Bedroom

Manufactured Homes Available! 
For a limited time we are matching up to

$2,000 of your down payment! Offer Ends 11/30/2014.

Have you thought about living in a manufactured home but didn’t
want to buy one? Check out our lease with option to buy program.

10812 Belleville Rd.
BELLEVILLE

734-699-4999

Over 20 Years In Business WE SELL & SERVICE

ALL APPLE PRODUCTS!
TRADE UP YOUR OLD LAPTOP OR DESKTOP
& GET UP TO $100 OFF YOUR PURCHASE!

WE’VE MOVED DOWN THE STREET BEHIND McDONALDS!

• Virus Removal-Lap Top or Desk Top.......$50.00
• Data Backup-Up to 3 Gig..........................FREE
• Installation of Anti-Virus............................FREE
• Basic Tune-Up..............................................$35.00
• Installation of Operating System Only....$50.00

Holiday Stocking Stuffers
• 6 ft. Ethernet Cord  • Desk Top Male Power Cord
• 6 ft. USB Cord   • RU Splitter
• 6 ft. USB Extension Cord  • SATA Cables
• 6 ft. Stereo Male to Male Cord (for I-Pod)  and many more!

Your choice only  $5.99

Leave It To Our Experts!

25% Discount
for Business &
Public Safety
Employees!

Retired Wayne Police Chief Jason Wright, left, was sworn in as Van Buren Township 
Deputy Director – Police on Oct. 30 and began work at VBT on Nov. 10. On Tuesday 
the Wayne County Police Chiefs Association met at Wayne County Community College 
on Haggerty Road and Wright was sworn in as president. At right is VBT Public Safety 
Director Greg Laurain. 

   The Michigan Department of 
Transportation has reversed its decision 
to allow black traffic signal housings at 
the Belleville Road I-94 free-way ramps, 
according to Susan 
Ireland, executive 
director of the Van Buren 
Township Downtown 
D e v e l o p m e n t 
Authority.
   As a result, MDOT 
was out on Saturday, 
Nov. 15, to remove 
the black signals, and 
replace them with 
yellow signals that have 
back plates.
   MDOT’s typical 
standards require 
that traffic signals be yellow, Ireland 
said. However, as part of the road and 
signalization improvements recently 
undertaken by the VBT DDA an MDOT 
official signed off on the DDA’s desired 
black signal housings, allowing them to be 

MDOT changes signals on freeway 
lights: now yellow with black plates

installed.
   Upon further review, MDOT determined 
that the color variance was granted in error, 
and is now requiring the signals to conform. 
Because MDOT formerly approved the 
black signals, the replacements will be 
done at no additional cost to the DDA, 
Ireland said.
   The DDA had asked for the signals to be 
black to enhance the overall appearance of 
the Belleville Road streetscape, however 
ultimately the roads are under the control 
of MDOT and Wayne County, not the 
township, Ireland said. 

Michael Bonior graduates 
from Air National Guard 
basic training in Texas
   U.S. Air National Guard Airman 1st 
Class Michael F. Bonior, a 2007 graduate 
of Belleville High School, graduated from 
basic military training at Joint Base San 
Antonio-Lackland, San Antonio, Texas.
   Bonior is the son of Michael Bonior 
and Brenda Bonior, and the brother of 
Christopher Barr, all of Belleville.
   Airman Bonior completed an intensive, 

eight-week program that included training 
in military discipline 
and studies, Air Force 
core values, physical 
fitness, and basic 
warfare principles and 
skills.
   Airmen who complete 
basic training earn 
four credits toward an 
associate in applied 
science degree through 
the Community College of the Air Force.
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More Letters
Maybe you can help
bus mechanics after fire
To the Editor:
   We’ve had a fire at Transportation and 
we’re just wondering if maybe you could 
help.
   The mechanics -- Dave, Joey and 
Ryan -- lost the most in the fire: personal 
tools and many personal items, tools that 
they have gotten over the years (30-plus 
years).
   Many of us drivers and aides are 
reaching out to the community to help 
them out since we know most likely the 
insurance will only replace part of them.
   Thankfully we are all safe and all that 
was lost was material items. Some items 
are replaceable while others were personal 
and cannot be replaced.
   Dave, Joey and Ryan are the Heartbeat 
of our transportation department. They 
are the ones who keep the buses running 
and make needed repairs. They keep our 
buses safe so we can transport to and 
from school Precious Cargo -- the students, 
the community’s children.
   Right now they are working with a few 
tools and several other school district 
Transportation departments have offered 
to help out when we need it. They are 
working out of the old VoTech building on 
Sumpter Road.
   The Belleville Community -- we know 

they have Big Hearts. So we are reaching 
out you to help “Our” mechanics.
   Now I know some are thinking, why? 
You think we are overpaid and the 
insurance will do it. Well, yes, the insurance 
will cover most things, but not all. No, we 
are not overpaid. We took a 3% pay cut 
just over a 1-1/2 years ago to help out the 
School District.
   So please help!
   You can drop off donations at 301 Davis 
Street, the Transportation Department 
office. Also, at the Citgo gas station on 
Main Street.
   We have been told that several tool 
donations are being made.
   Cash or gift card donations can be made 
at Five Points Mini Mart and Citgo gas 
station on Main Street. We will turn all cash 
donations into gift cards. There is so much 
they need: Tools, storage boxes, coffee pot, 
filters, coffee, etc. So much was lost.
   Anything you would like to give to help 
out since they are starting from scratch. 
   Thank you and God bless our community. 
 
Bus Drivers and Aides
(Please do not use my name because 
there are so many of us wanting to 
help and too many names to list.)

Marti’s Gift Gallery 
closing a loss to this area
To the Editor:
   What a loss the closing of Marti’s Gift 
Gallery is to the Belleville area.  Residents 

will have to travel quite a ways to find the 
unique items Martha Brown carried in her 
store. Her generosity in donating to area 
non-profits for their fundraisers is truly 
without equal.  
   Words cannot express how grateful we 
are for her kindness in donating so many 
items for the Loyal Order of Moose 
Veteran’s Dinner and the kick off for the 
Toys for Tots.
   In addition to the many, many gifts for 
these groups, she also has already donated 
hundreds of dollars in gifts for the silent 
and Chinese auctions held by the Belleville 
Area Women’s Club at their annual Spring 
Fling Fashion Show.  
   Her munificence will certainly be missed 
by all the organizations who have counted 
on her for contributions for their events. We 
take this opportunity to thank you, Martha, 
for all you have done over the years to help 
area groups reach their goals.

Kathie Steigerwald

Thanks to Marti’s for 
donations to ECW
To the Editor:
   I would like to thank Marti’s Gallery 
for the wonderful donations given to the 
Episcopal Church Women (ECW) of 
Trinity Church in Belleville.
   Marti’s generously gave over $400 worth 
of items for our fund-raising baskets. It is 
greatly appreciated.
Patricia Marshall
Treasurer, Episcopal Church Women

Thank you to Martha 
Brown for donations
To the Editor:
   I would like to extend a special thank you 
to Martha Brown for her generous donations 
to the American Cancer Society Team 
Cindi Monroe Relay for Life and Cedar 
Woods Assisted Living in Belleville.
   The unique gifts she donated from Marti’s 
Gift Gallery will certainly touch the lives of 
many people. Thanks again, Martha, for the 
thoughtfulness and compassion you show 
towards others. It is greatly appreciated.

Dawn Pluff, Willis

Did Belleville forget?
No flags on Main Street
To the Editor:
   Driving down Main Street on Veterans’ 
Day, Nov. 11, 2014, I was SHOCKED by 
what was missing.
   Yes, it was the absence of U.S. Flags 
being displayed from light poles as was 
done in years past.
   Displaying flags, telling all Vets “Thank 
you for serving,” offering free or reduced 
prices on products and services, and other 
niceties is a very small price to pay for 
those who voluntarily or involuntarily 
served our country and those who “never 
came back.”
   I guess the Belleville city officials “forgot” 
or are they joining a different society than 
what I belong to. If there is a good reason 
why the flags were not posted, I’d like to 
hear why. It is very impressive when the 
city does post the flags, and very obvious 
when they are missing.
   Honoring our Veterans on Nov. 11 
(Veterans’ Day) began in 1926 and MUST 
be continued by all individuals, and 
city, township, county, state, and federal 
governments.
   Remember, “All gave some. Some gave 
all!”

A Veteran, City of Belleville
Name withheld by request

Library Board to consider 
getting rid of pay phone
   The only pay phone in Belleville may be 
shut down.
   The Belleville Area District Library Board 
will consider shutting down the public pay 
phone on its porch at the Dec. 9 meeting of 
the board.
   At Tuesday’s board meeting, board 
member John Juriga asked for the item to 
be placed on the next agenda because he 
questioned the need for the phone, which 
costs the library $78 a month. And, he said, 
it is dirty.
   Library officials, however, said the phone 
is serving a purpose and people use it for 
various personal calls. They estimated 50-
80 phone calls a month.
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Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN

PLANNING COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Charter Township of Van Buren Planning 
Commission will hold a public hearing in the Board of Trustees Room,             
46425 Tyler Road, Charter Township of Van Buren, and County of Wayne, 
Michigan, 48111 on Wednesday, December 10, 2014 at 7:30 p.m. to consider 
a Special Land Use request on the following described property.
 

Parcel number V125-83-059-01-0013-000, also known as 10705 Belleville 
Road, and the northerly half (approximately 33 feet) of the parcel to the south, 
are the subject of this hearing.  The site is approximately 1.98 acres and is 
located in the C-1, General Business Zoning District.  This site is located on the 
east side of Belleville Road, north of the I-94 Service Drive.

The applicant, Belleview Development, LLC, is requesting approval of a      
drive-through restaurant.  A drive-through restaurant is a Special Land Use in 
the C-1 District, and a proposed Special Land Use requires a public hearing.  
This hearing is being held in accordance with Section 12.03 (Permitted Uses 
With Special Approval) of the Zoning Ordinance.

Written comments will be accepted at the Department of Developmental 
Services until 4:00 p.m., the hearing date. 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, individuals with a 
disability should contact the Planning and Economic Development Department 
at least seventy-two (72) hours in advance of the meeting to request 
accommodations. 

Posted: November 14, 2014
Published: November 20, 2014

Correction: VB Twp. 
minutes were for Oct. 21
   The minutes of the Van Buren Township 
Board of Trustees printed on Oct. 30 in the 
Independent were for the Oct. 21, 2014 
meeting. They were erroneously labeled as 
the minutes of Oct. 20.

On Wednesday, November 26 , 2014, the Van Buren Township Police Department will 
conduct a public auction of impounded and abandoned vehicles. The auction will begin 
at 10:30am, at J&T Towing  and Storage, 287 Industrial Dr. Belleville MI, County of 
Wayne, where the following will be offered for sale to the highest bidder.  
 

1997 INFINITY 4D JNKCA21D4VT502604 14-15746 
2000 DODGE 4D 1B3ES46C2YD598994 14-19796 

  

At 11:30am, the auction will move to Great Lakes Towing  and storage, 
42350 Van Born Rd. Belleville MI, County of Wayne, where the following vehicles 
will be offered for sale to the highest bidder.  
 

1998 FORD 4D 1FAFP52S7WG127612 14-16836 
2005 CHEVROLET 4D 2G1WF52E359167246 14-17114 
2003 CHEVROLET SW 1GNDT13S132308922 14-18223 
1996 FORD PU 1FTCR10A1TUB61455 14-19319 
2000 FORD 4D 1FAFP5526YG227988 14-19391 
2002 CHEVROLET SW 1GNDT13S722529603 14-20047 
1997 BUICK 4D 2G4WB52K6V1471187 14-20530 
2008 CHEVROLET 4D 2G1WT58N489214210 14-16698 
1995 FORD 2D 1FALP42T0SF206707 14-14086 

 

All vehicles are sold in “as is condition.”  Bidding on all impounded vehicles will start 
at the amount due for towing and storage. Vehicles may be deleted from this list at any 
time prior to the start of the auction. 
 

Leon Wright, CMC 
Van Buren Township Clerk 
Published: November 20, 2014     

POLICE VEHICLE AUCTION

Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice

Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice

DOUGLAS CARPETS
MILL OUTLET

“Celebrating Over 35 Years”

Professional Installation Of Quality Carpeting,
Laminate Wood Flooring, And No-Wax Vinyl.
We Sell Shaw, Mohawk, and Beaulieu Carpet.

(734) 697-9137
OVER 200 REMS IN STOCK!

HOURS: MON-FRI 9:00-6:00 • SATURDAY 9:00-4:00

240 MAIN ST., BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

Buy 20 Yards or More
and We’ll Donate $50 to 

the BHS Band Fund!*
*Offer Expires December 1, 2014

Things to do in the
Belleville area...

   • Thursday, Nov. 20 – Join local Democrats 
who want to sit down and talk at Egan’s Pub 
in downtown Belleville at 6 p.m. No dues 
or agenda. No officers or protocol. Just 
intelligent conversation about issues.
   • Thursday, Nov. 20, Friday, Nov. 21, 
and Saturday, Nov. 22 – Belleville High 
School will present “Don’t Drink the Water” 
at the high school auditorium at 7 p.m. each 
night. Directed by Michael Gearns and Larry 
Koch.
   • Friday, Nov. 21 –A benefit for the 
Committee to Ban Fracking in Michigan will 
run from 7 to 11 p.m. at the Corner Brewery, 
720 Norris St., Ypsilanti. Terry Lodge, activist 
anti-nuke attorney from Ohio, will speak on 
“The Big Fat Radiation Lies of Fracking.” 
Admission is $35 and $10 for students 
with ID. Food and drink on sale separately. 
Musical guest is Seth Bernard.
   • Saturday, Nov. 22, and Sunday, Nov. 23 
– St. Anthony Boy Scout Troop 793 Annual 
Wreath Sale, after all masses in front of the 
school entrance at 409 W. Columbia Ave., 
Belleville. $17 to $29. Cedar roping is $38 
for 60 feet.
   • Sunday, Nov. 23 – There’s a bottle drive 
for the BHS boys lacrosse teams from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. at the BHS Parking Lot and Victory 
Park.
   • Sunday, Nov. 23 – All you can eat 
pancake breakfast is being served from 9 a.m. 
until noon at St. Anthony Catholic Church 
cafeteria, 409 W. Columbia Ave., Belleville. 
$6, with children 6 and under free. Fund 
raiser for Boy Scout Troop 793.
   • Sunday, Nov. 23 – Eat at Haab’s Restaurant, 
18 West Michigan Ave., Ypsilanti, at any 
time today and Friends of Michigan Animals 

Rescue will get 10% of the proceeds. No flyer 
needed. Information: (734) 483-8200.
   • Monday, Dec. 1 – State Senator Patrick 
Colbeck, R-Canton, will hold a December 
Senior Brigade for the 7th Senate District 
from 11 a.m. to noon at the  Summit on 
the Park, 46000 Summit Parkway, Canton. 
Senior Brigades are designed to inform 
seniors of issues that are important to them. 
This Senior Brigade will focus on home 
identity theft and other illegal scams. For 
more  information call (517) 373-571 or see 
www.senatorpatrickcolbeck.com .
   • Friday, Dec. 5 – Fireworks at dusk 
over Belleville Lake from the Denton Road 
Bridge.
   • Saturday, Dec. 6 – Winterfest activities 
all day. Christmas parade at 4:30 p.m.
   • Saturday, Dec. 6 – Angel of Hope annual 
candlelight gathering in Hillside Cemetery, 7 
p.m.
   • Sunday, Dec. 7 – Bugles Across America 
is held at 7:15 p.m. at the Veterans Memorial 

on High Street in Belleville to honor military 
people serving and at rest with a brief 
ceremony.
   • Saturday, Dec. 13 – Please join the 
Belleville Community Chorus for its annual 
Winter Concert at 7 p.m. at Belleville United 
Methodist Church, 417 Charles Street, 
Belleville. This year it’s “Snowflakes & 
Stars.” Reception to follow in the basement. 
Free, but donations are gratefully accepted.
   • Sunday, Dec. 14 – Off-leash playtime 
at 2 p.m. with other friendly Pugs and Pug 
owners at the Wayne County Fairgrounds, 
10871 Quirk Road, Van Buren Township. 

www.meetup.com/semichiganpugs 
   • Wednesday, Dec. 17 – Children’s 
Christmas Party at the Community Center in 
Sumpter Township. Register at township hall 
so each child will get a gift.
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• SEWING

• ALTERING

• MENDING

Una’s Golden
Thread Shoppe

(734) 753-5873

We’ll go the extra mile.

Ypsilanti 
(734) 482-6000 

Christopher Janowiak, 
Manager - 4TH Degree K of C

Sumpter Twp.
(734) 699-6000 

Scott Beard, 
Managerwww.janowiakfuneralhome.com

There’s a reason you should, too.

Small Town Service, Small Town
Values, & Small Town Costs.
From our traditional
service to basic cremation,
let us show you the
Janowiak di�erence.
Take the time to compare.

45915 S. I-94 Service Dr., Belleville

10% OFF

HOURS
MON.-THURS. 11AM-10PM

FRI. 11AM - 11PM
SAT. 12PM-11PM
SUN. 12PM-10PM

(734) 699-1550
See our menu online at chinakingbelleville.com

DOUBLE COMBINATION PLATES - $9.25
SINGLE COMBINATION PLATES - $6.50 - $7.00

Any Entree (Includes Carry Out Orders)
or Buffet Purchase Per Person

DINE-IN OR CARRY OUT
Chinese & American Food

BUDWEISER BOTTLES - $2, WINE AVAILABLE!

CHINA KING COUPON
COUPON EXPIRES NOVEMBER 30, 2014

Next to the Belleville Post Office

HOTSPOT

ASK ABOUT OUR R.V. & BOAT STORAGE

OPEN NOV. 26 UNTIL 2 P.M., CLOSED 27-28

PIES: Cherry Crust, Apple Crust, Cherry  Streusel,
Carmel Apple Streusel, Lemon Meringue, Banana Cream, 
Chocolate, Coconut Cream, Pumpkin, Peanut Butter Pie.

 Strudel, Pineapple Upside Down, Cannolis, Angel Wings, 
Eclairs, Pastries, Coffee Cakes, Pumpkin Rolls, Custard Puffs.

CAKES FOR ALL OCCASIONS - CAKES ON HAND

CHEESECAKES - Pumpkin, Cherry & Strawberry.

Rye, Marble, Pumpernickle, White, Italian, Orange 
Raisin, Hard Rolls & Potato Wheel – 36 Rolls.

TAKING ORDERS UNTIL TUES., NOV. 25!

HAPPY THANKSGIVING FROM ALL
OF US AT THE BAKE SHOPPE!

Est. in
1995

Cash &
Checks
Only!

Van Buren Township 
Board discusses 2015 
budget in 2-day session

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   A proposed budget of $15,039,055, up 
from the 2014 budget of $13,657,027, 
was discussed at length by the Van Buren 
Township Board of Trustees during two 
days of meetings last week.
   Also discussed were the amendments to 
the 2014 budget.
   VBT Supervisor Linda Combs had prepared 
the proposed budget for their consideration.
   Under state law, both the amended budget 
and the proposed budget must be approved 
by the board by the end of the year.
   Some of the expenditures discussed were:
   • The Museum. Last year there was talk of 
closing the museum or putting the director 
back to part-time status because of funding 
problems, but then the township decided 
to keep on funding the museum as is. The 
problem continues. The township is the only 
municipality paying its share -- $32,000 – of 
the tri-community agreement. The City of 
Belleville pays $10,000 from its general fund 
and the Belleville Downtown Development 
Authority adds another $1,000. Sumpter 
Township cut off paying anything in March 
1998 when it was having serious budget 
problems. Supervisor Combs said she has 
left messages for the leadership of Belleville 
and Sumpter, but they have not returned her 
calls. Board members asked her to set up 
a meeting with city officials and its DDA 
Coordinator Carol Thompson to talk about 
the museum. Also, the township will look 
into using some of its new EQ tipping funds 
that were expected to be $260,000 a year, 
but have come in at more than $400,000;
   • Raises. The budget proposes 1.5% raises 
for everyone;
   • Supervisor’s Office. Board members 
again questioned Combs’ plan to hire a new 
executive assistant at a salary of $65,433, 
now that Karin LaMothe was gone. They 
also questioned the need for a confidential 
secretary at $13,536 ($13/hr.) for three days 
a week;
   • Attorney. Township Attorney Patrick 
McCauley said he would not raise his rates 
for 2015. Clerk Leon Wright said directors 
are calling the attorney and, as clerk, he 
signs off on paying, but there is no way for 
him to substantiate calls. Trustee Jeff Jahr 
said the procedure ought to be formalized 
and, “I don’t think anybody should be going 

to the attorney without going through the 
supervisor first.” He said the questions asked 
need to be on file so people aren’t asking for 
answers to the same questions;
   • Cable. Director Alwena McCrackin 
showed off her quad copter (drone) she 
bought for under $3,000 with cable TV 
“peg” fees. She showed aerial photos taken 
with the drone. Then she asked for a staff of 
2-4 part timers and a substantial raise, from 
$37,764 to $60,000, saying she is being 
paid less because she is female and male 
department directors get more. She was told 
the board would consider her request;
   • Senior Services. Senior Director Lynette 
Jordan also wanted a raise from the present 
$49,000 to $60,000. She also asked for her 
part-time senior coordinator position to be 
put back to full time, as it was in 2008. Jordan 
also would like to get rid of the shuffleboard 
court and replace it with a greenhouse so 
the seniors can grow herbs, vegetables and 
flowers. The board said they would consider 
her requests;
   • Internet Technology. Steve Rankin, 
director of the IT Department, did not ask 
for a raise from his proposed $69,487, that 
includes the 1.5% raise. The Public Safety 
IT Coordinator Ken Dandy was moved into 
the IT Department for 2015. He will get 
$58,322. Also the new GIS IT employee will 
be under Rankin. He said there will be no 
problem for dispatch to be able to set off the 
proposed emergency sirens, send out a Nixle 
alert, and put a notice on cable TV all at the 
same time. Also, a change from Springbrook 
to a new software for use by the treasurer’s 
department was discussed. The change 
would cost $170,000, but it was supported 
by Treasurer Sharry Budd. The board agreed 
this merited more discussion;
   • iPads for the Board. Clerk Wright said 
the board has been talking about going 
paperless and he has a price of $6,090 for 
ten iPads, at a total cost of $9,370. The ten 
would be for the seven board members, 
plus Rankin, McCrackin, and Deputy Clerk 
Joanne Montgomery. He said the iPads 
would do a bunch of stuff instead of killing 
trees. The cell phone hookup is $30 each the 
first month and then $10 a month after that. 
Trustee Phil Hart said, “The pricing is good, 
but does the board want to do it?”;
   • Public Safety Department. Public 
Safety Director Greg Laurain read a 12-
page report on the proposed 2015 budget 
and then last Wednesday’s budget session 
was adjourned and continued on Thursday 
morning. The proposed budget totals were 
up in all sections of his department: police, 
fire, dispatch, and animal control.
   Last year, the VBT Board held a second 
budget session before finalizing the budget 
in the last meeting in December.
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INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

DIRECT CARE ASSISTANT
Work close to home assisting

persons we serve in their homes in 
the Wixom & Novi communities.

$8.50 total per hr. plus good benefits.
Call (248) 960-9657 or (248) 946-4425
Email resume to: recruiter@questserv.org

DIRECT CARE ASSISTANT
Feel great about the work that you do helping people 

we serve in residential settings. Country home. Training 
provided. $8.50 total per hr. plus good benefits.

Call (248) 437-7535 New Hudson
Email resume to: recruiter@questserv.org

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

By Jason Goldman, Esq.
and Bryan Suliman, Esq.

“The fact that man knows right from 
wrong proves his intellectual superiority 
to other creatures; but the fact that he can 
do wrong proves his moral inferiority to 

any creature that cannot.”
– Mark Twain

HELP WANTED

LAWNCARE
PERSON NEEDED

Immediate Opening.
Experienced With Trimmer, 
Edger & Blower. Pay Based 
On Experience -- $10-$15.
27-30 Hours Minimum Per 

Week. Contact Jay @
(734) 323-8973

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE:
   All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair      
Housing Act which makes it illegal to 
advertise "any preference, limitation 
or discrimination based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin, or an intention, to 
make any such preference, limitation 
or discrimination." Familial status 
includes children under the age of 18 
living with parents or legal custodians, 
pregnant women and people securing 
custody of children under 18.
   This newspaper will not knowingly 
accept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. 
The toll-free telephone number for the 
hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

------------

Dedicated & Reliable 
Bus Drivers for

Permanent Positions 
for Van Buren Public 

Schools. Starting Pay: 
$11.50/hour.

Call 734-699-5100

HIRING IMMEDIATELY

Full/Part Time
Custodians needed 
ASAP! Must pass

background check, 
must have reliable 

transportation. Please 
call 313-886-7797 for 

more information.

HELP WANTED

Johnny’s Grill Restaurant located
on Belleville Lake is looking for
experienced Bartenders, Chefs, 

Pizza Makers, Managers,
Dishwashers, Servers and Delivery 

Drivers. Also need a full time
Maintenance Person. Must be 

reliable. Mail resume to: Johnny’s 
Grill, 146 High St., Belleville, MI 
48111 or fax to (734) 699-7847

HAAS experience a plus. 
Good pay, vacation, health, 

401K. High end work.
Mail or drop off resume at:  

Mountain Machine
7850 Rawsonville Rd.
Belleville, MI 48111

MACHINIST NEEDED

FOR RENT
BEAUTIFUL 2 BR. TOWNHOUSE  
Laundry inside, enclosed private deck/
yard & pool.  Free Storage. See it NOW! 
$800+Security. (734) 776-1480      12/4

------------

------------
AREA TRAINEE for local Real
Estate Firm. For  appointment call
(734) 697-1800                                      TFN

------------

DRIVER NEEDED.  Approximately two 
hours per day, M-F.  (734) 717-6540.  11/20

------------
HAIRSTYLIST WITH CLIENTELE 
needed for beautiful salon in Belleville.  
Call (734) 697-9778 or apply at Shear 
Envy, 990 Sumpter Road.                 11/27

------------
DRIVERS:  Dedicated Home Daily!
Dedicated Round Trip Runs. CDL-A,
6mos OTR, Good Background. Apply: 
www.mtstrans.com or (800) 305-7223  11/27

------------
DRIVER for local cab company.  Part-
time.  (734) 262-1937.               11/20

------------

LOOKING FOR A BODY Repair 
Technician or someone who is me-
chanically inclined and would like 
to learn.  Pay based on experience.
(734) 699-3641.                 12/4

------------

HELP WANTED

   In this article we will be discussing an 
important topic of landlord-tenant law: the 
security deposit. 
   A common scenario that we are seeing 
these days is as follows: the lease ends, the 
tenant moves out, but the landlord does not 
return the security deposit to the tenant. If 
you are the tenant, what do you do? 
   The short answer (there is always a 
short answer) is to file a lawsuit against 
the landlord for the return of the security 
deposit. But it is important to understand 
the legal process. 
   Under Michigan law, if the landlord 
receives the tenant’s forwarding address 
within 4 days of move-out, the landlord has 
30 days from move out to either: (a) return 
the entire amount of the security deposit 
by check or money order, or, (b) send by 
mail an itemized list of damages lawfully 
assessed against the deposit and a check or 
money order for the remaining balance of 
the deposit (if any).
   If the tenant disputes any of the items 
on the itemized list, the tenant must 
respond in detail, by mail, within 7 days 
of his or her receipt of that list.  If the 
tenant disputes all or part of the itemized 
list of damages the landlord is left with 
two choices: (a) negotiate or mediate an 
agreement in writing with the tenant, or, 
(b) commence an action in court (within 45 
days from the termination of occupancy) 
for a money judgment for damages that he 
or she claimed against the tenant’s security 
deposit, which the tenant disputes. 
   If the landlord does not return your 
full deposit or give you an itemized list 
of damages as described above, then the 
tenant can file suit and the landlord may be 
liable for double the amount of the security 
deposit. 
   For further reading please review the 
Michigan Landlord-Tenant Practical Guide 
found at http://www.legislature.mi.gov/
Publications/tenantlandlord.pdf

-----------
   Goldman Suliman, PLLC, is a Belleville 
law firm that was started by Jason 
Goldman and Bryan Suliman in order to 
serve the Belleville-area community. In 
this and future articles they will cover legal 
issues commonly faced by Belleville-area 
residents. Their goal is to help you better 
understand the law. 

Airport Authority’s
Gale LaRoche honored 
at Detroit Athletic Club
   Wayne County Airport Authority Vice 
President of Human Resources Gale 
LaRoche of Van Buren Township was 
named a 2014 Michigan Human Resources 
Executive of the Year.
     She was honored Nov. 5 at the Detroit 
Athletic Club by the American Society of 
Employers.
   ASE is one the nation’s largest and oldest 
employer associations with more than 800 
member firms in Michigan.
   The Wayne County Airport Authority 
operates Detroit Metropolitan and Willow 
Run Airports.
   ASE honored LaRoche in the 
“Organizations with fewer than 1,000 
Michigan employees” category.   LaRoche 
was one of four Human Resource 
Executives recognized for being the best 
within their profession.  



Page 16� Belleville Area Independent/November 20, 2014November 20, 2014/Belleville Area Independent� Page 17

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS
AUCTION

------------

“You have to be odd to be number one.”
— Dr. Seuss

CRAFT SHOWS WANTED:
JUNK CARS
Running or Not. Top $

Paid. Call For Free
Pickup. Drive In For

Extra Dollars.
734-282-1700

WE BUY
JUNK CARS
7 Days A Week For

$300 & Up!
Cash Paid!

(734) 787-1444

WANTED

Home Improvement & 
Handyman Service

Painting, Drywall, Carpentry, 
Electrical, Plumbing,

Ceramic Tile, Kitchens & Bath.
Serving Belleville Since 

1995. Call Aaron Schultz 
@ 734-740-0628

Call FIRST CLASS LANDSCAPING
(734) 699-4711

FREE ESTIMATES!!!
YEAR ROUND SERVICES

*Landscaping Maintenance*
*Snow Removal* Garage, Basement 

& Attic Clean-Ups* 
Removal Of: Unwanted Home 

Items, Inside Or Outside Debris.

Take Advantage Of Fall Rates!

SERVICES

M.D. APPLIANCE
SERVICE

Refrigerators • Washers 
Dryers • Ranges
$20 House Call

Phone (734) 782-3354

SERVICES

VEHICLE FOR SALE

------------

$325 & Up - Every Day
True II Life Towing
(313) 268-3452
Call for all your Towing Needs

PLUMBING • SEWER
DRAINS • HANDYMAN
FROZEN PIPES?

CALL US!
Local To The

Belleville Area. Call
(313) 740-6276. 

Ask For Bill.

JNG Auction Services
ONLINE AUCTION:
November 28th - December 3rd

Stainless appliances, fishing gear, exercise 
equipment, new in box items & more.

Accepting quality consignments and estates.

www.JNGAUCTIONS.com
734-489-4636

CHRISTMAS CRAFT SHOW & Bake 
Sale, Saturday, November 22, 9 am-4pm.  
Community United Methodist Church, 
11160 Olive, Romulus                     11/20

------------

ESTATE SALE.  November 21-22,
28-29, 8am-5pm.  653 Oregon-
Holiday West.  Washer, dryer, Christmas
collectibles.    Everything inside must go.    
Follow Signage.                                   11/27

------------

2500 SKEINS of yarn - $1+.  Seeing is 
believing.  Don’t miss this one.  1st come 
1st served. Call Larry for an appointment: 
(313) 570-3206                                11/20

------------
SEARS KENMORE upright freezer, 
tags still on $300; Patio set, excellent
condition $150; 3’ Hand painted
Italian rooster $100; Tall cherry CD cabi-
net $50.  (734) 748-7723.                 11/27

------------
FORD 302 engine, 93-94 $200;
Remanufactured alternator Napa 133 amp 
$60; Ford ’87, 460 remanufactured starter 
$65; New starter, Ford 302, brand new 
$100. Call Mark (734) 697-4578.         11/27

------------
IRON ANTIQUE BED - over 100 
years old $100.  Handicapped equip-
ment - everything you need $100.
(734) 391-7003.                                    12/4

------------
NEW RCBS ROCK Chucker reloading
kit with over $400 worth of
extras.  Serious inquiries only. $450
(734) 697-5013                                   12/4

------------
5’ BABY GRAND PIANO.  White.  
Like new condition. $1,900 OBO
(734) 697-2250                                  12/4

------------

1991 REDMAN.  Two bedroom, 
1½  bath.  Van Buren Estates Park. 
$8,900 OBO.  Must Sell. Call Debby
(517) 262-6560                                 12/4

------------

GARAGE/YARD SALE

FOR SALE

MOBILE HOME FOR SALE

C.T.S. AUTO Engines, Transmissions     
Discount Prices      -      Guaranteed!            
(734) 282-1700                                      TFN

------------
’93 GMC SUBURBAN, many new parts. 
167,000 miles.  Rebuilt trans, new gas 
tank, replaced rear end. $2,300           (734) 
325-7872                                   11/20

------------
2008 LINCOLN TOWN CAR, signature 
edition.  23K miles, $12,000 Call
(734) 740-4287                                     11/27

------------

WANTED – ANY SIZE MEN’S  JEANS 
for the homeless.  Please drop off at
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Drive. 
(734) 697- 5600                                     TFN

------------
WANTED – SMALL CONTAINERS
of Shampoo, Toothpaste, etc. to take 
to homeless in Detroit.   Drop off at
Bladez‘s, 601 E. Huron River Dr.
(734) 697-5600                                      TFN

------------
SEEKING HOUSING in Belleville.  Room 
or small apartment with well behaved dog.  
Employed but willing to barter services.  
Contact Jeannie        (734) 307-9857                    11/20

------------
WORK.  Asking $11/hour plus mileage 
taking you to doctors, shopping, cleaning,
gardening, etc. (734) 697-7506      11/27

------------

FREE
CARMEN WEST      TIMBERVIEW DR.
You’ve won a dozen free roses.
Pick them up at Main St. Flower’s
downtown, Belleville. (734) 697-7400 or
www.mainstreetflowersbelleville.com  TFN

------------

FOUND
KNIT CHANGE PURSE found in 
Meijer parking lot on November 17.
Call (734) 272-5585.                      12/4

------------

GRAY COCKATIEL, Angel, with white 
along both her wings.  Lost in Belleville 
since July 8, 2014.  Reward. Call Linda       
(734) 699-2266.                                 11/20

------------
MISSING SINCE May 21.  6 year old
orange tabby male cat named Charlie.  All 
declawed.  I-94 S. Service Drive Area - 
REWARD.  (734) 699-5997                 11/20

------------
SILVER RING.  Engraved with “Debbie” 
followed by a heart.  (734) 444-7566    11/20

------------

LOST

WANTED

LOCAL HANDYMAN – SOME Jobs too
LARGE – NO JOB too SMALL.
Residential Power Washing.
LICENSED & REFERENCES.
(734) 765-9224            TFN

------------
C.T.S. AUTO Engines, Transmissions
Discount Prices - Guaranteed!
(734) 282-1700                                      TFN

----------
CARPET HEADQUARTERS. Sales/
Instal la t ion/Repairs /Re-stretching.
Est. 1979. Ask about our carpet specials.  
Call Phil (734) 612-7570.              TFN

------------
ELECTRICAL WIRING & Generator 
Systems.  Installations & repairs.  Call 
Electro-Tech (313) 520-1212         TFN

PIANO LESSONS.  Ages 5-adult, 
two free lessons after payment for first 
month.   (734) 697-9628.                    11/20

------------
PARTY & WEDDING PLANNING.
Linens, photobooth & more.  Facebook:  
Once Upon A Party Planning & Rentals.  
Call Kelley:  (734) 636-4909               12/4

------------
CHILD CARE in my Belleville home.  All 
ages. Contact Kim (734) 270-2246. 12/4

------------

Notice to Advertisers:
The Belleville-Area Independent will not be liable 
for failure to publish an ad as requested or for more 
than one incorrect insertion of an advertisement. 
In the event of any error or omission in printing or 
publication of an advertisement, you must notify 
us within five days of publication or on the date of 
insertion, if an ad is scheduled as part of a package, 
so there is time to correct subsequent publications. 
The Independent’s liability shall be limited to an   
adjustment for the cost of the space occupied by the 
error with a maximum liability being cancellation 
of the cost of the first incorrect advertisement or 
republication of the corrected advertisement. Under 
no circumstances shall the Independent be liable for 
consequential damages of any kind.

HOUSE CAT ESCAPED MONDAY. 
Black with white neck and paws, long hair. 
Potter Dr. at N. Biggs, Belleville. Answers 
to “Bo.” Call Jim/Eileen, 697-7033.

-----------



Page 18� Belleville Area Independent/November 20, 2014November 20, 2014/Belleville Area Independent� Page 19

The Belleville-Area
Independent New Website
is Now Online! Visit us @ 

bellevilleareaindependent.com
Read The Newspaper 

On The Web!

Van Buren Township
Police Dispatch Log

Sumpter Township
Police Dispatch Log

Belleville Police
Dispatch Log

The following are selected calls for VBT Police.
Sunday, Nov. 9:
   0049 – suspicious situation, Reene Dr.
   0213 – operating while intoxicated, Belleville / S. 
I-94 Service Dr.
   0254 – disturbance, N. I-94 Service Dr.
   0655 – assault & battery, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1222 – breaking & entering, Village Green Ln.
   1247 – PPO violation, Savage Rd.
   1248 – hospice, E. Huron River Dr.
   1621 – juvenile complaint, Aspen Ln.
Monday, Nov. 10:
   0047 – noise complaint, Doree Ave.
   0306 – unauthorized driving away of auto, Rose
   0516 – malicious destruction of property, Oak Ln.
   0810 – larceny, Sunrise Ln.
   0817 – larceny from auto, Woodside Ct.
   1259 – larceny, Belleville
   1259 – unauthorized driving away of auto, Village 
Green Ln.
   1434 – fraud, Culver’s
   1545 – fraud, Vernon St.
   1610 – private property accident, Belleville Rd.
   1621 – intimidation threat, Jackson St.
   1644 – driving under the influence of liquor, 
Belleville Rd.
   1653 – property damage accident, Ecorse Rd./ 
Haggerty Rd.
   2008 – ordinance violation, McBride/Haggerty
   2328 – disturbance, Richard Run
Tuesday, Nov. 11:
   0040 – noise complaint, Westlake
   0326 – assist fire dept., Haggerty Rd.
   0822 – disorderly conduct, Westlake
   1459 – larceny, Parkwood Dr.
   1542 – mental, Oak Ln.
   1655 – disorderly conduct, E. Huron River Dr.
   1757 – harassment call, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1833 – juvenile complaint, Westlake
   2131 – suspicious situation, Cobblestone Ct.
   2305 – disturbance, Denton Rd.
   2309 – suspicious situation, Ormond Dr.
Wednesday, Nov. 12:
   0018 – assault & battery, Victoria St.
   0342 – assault & battery, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   0419 – noise complaint, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   0506 – property damage accident, N. I-94 Service 
Dr. / Morton Taylor
   0700 – personal injury accident, Hannan/Ecorse
   1251 – larceny, Martinsville Rd.
   1402 – property damage accident, N. I-94 Service 
Dr./Morton Taylor
   1438 – larceny, Haggerty Rd.
   1528 – child abuse, Outer Dr.
   1558 – larceny from auto, N. I-94 Service Dr.
   1724 – personal injury accident, Belleville Rd. / 
Quirk Rd.
   2209 – fireworks, Robson Rd./Marlowe Ave.
Thursday, Nov. 13:
   0120 – agency assist, E St.
   0205 – assault & battery, Rawsonville Rd.
   0245 – property damage accident, Ecorse/E. of 
I-275
   0358 – agency assist, W. Davis
   0526 – fraud, Belleville
   0809 – breaking & entering, McBride Ave.
   1122 – private property accident, Haggerty Rd. / E. 
Huron River Dr.
   1709 – fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1802 – operating while intoxicated, Ecorse Rd. / 
Belleville Rd.
   2035 – noise complaint, Lake Villa Dr.
   2145 – missing person, Jeremy Rd.
Friday, Nov. 14:
   0106 – unauthorized driving away of auto, Kmart
   0140 – noise complaint, Parkwood Dr.
   0720 – missing person, Quirk Rd.
   0750 – property damage accident, Ecorse/Visteon
   1352 – fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1516 – breaking & entering motor vehicle, N. 
Bellridge Dr.
   1756 – property damage accident, Belleville/Tyler
   1802 – dumping complaint, Morton Taylor Rd. / 
Van Born Rd.
   1817 – hold-up alarm, Coca Cola Dr.
   1937 – assault & battery, N. Ponderosa Trl.
   2010 – hospice, Daisy

   2047 – larceny from auto, N. I-94 Service Dr.
Saturday, Nov. 15:
   0140 – malicious destruction of property, Fay Dr.
   1506 – breaking & entering, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1545 – hold-up alarm, Harmony Ln.
   1629 – assault & battery, Denton Rd.
   1640 – suicide or attempt, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1715 – harassment call, E. Archwood Dr.
   1809 – disturbance, Parkwood Dr.
   1829 – harassment call, Maple
   1932 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd. / 
N. I-94 Service Dr.
   2005 – noise complaint, Savage/Pond Ridge Dr.
   2118 – noise complaint, Wildbrook Sub.
Also on this week’s log are 166 traffic stops, 18 of 
those on the I-94 and I-275 freeways.

Sunday, Nov. 9:
   1136 – neighbor trouble, Second St.
   1307 – parking complaint, Carmell St.
   1523 – disorderly conduct, Main St.
   1706 – E-911 hang up, Latlong
   1844 – E-911 hang up/investigation, Harbour Pte.
   2116 – intrusion alarm, E. Columbia Ave.
Monday, Nov. 10:
   0435 – misc. complaint, Main St./First St.
   1138 – miscellaneous complaint, Carmell St.
   1325 – juvenile complaint, Owen St.
   1416 – larceny, W. Columbia Ave.
   1437 – intrusion alarm, N. Aberdeen Ct.
   1733 – follow up, Carmell St.
   1816 – suspicious vehicle, S. Liberty St. / E. 
Columbia Ave.
   2126 – noise complaint, Anaheim St.
Tuesday, Nov. 11:
   1104 – disorderly conduct, N. Liberty St.
   1153 – domestic assault, S. Liberty St.
   1351 – suspicious situation, Belleville Church of 
God
   1537 – civil matter, N. Liberty St.
   1650 – suspicious person, Estrada Dr.
   2222 – suspicious situation, Victorian Ln.
   2342 – suspicious situation, N. Edgemont Ave.
Wednesday, Nov. 12:
   0425 – assist fire dept., W. Columbia Ave.
   0908 – suspicious situation, W. Columbia Ave.
   0919 – miscellaneous complaint, W. Columbia 
Ave.
   1213 – background investigation, Main St.
   1508 – motorist assist, W. Columbia Ave.
   1544 – warrant arrest, Main St.
   1547 – animal complaint, High/W. Columbia
   1620 – juvenile complaint, Carmell St.
   1624 – information, Main St.
   1821 – disorderly conduct, Citgo
   1834 – abandoned auto, Huron River Dr./W. 
Columbia Ave.
   2255 – traffic hazard, Main St.
Thursday, Nov. 13:
   0054 – suspicious situation, Belle Plaza
   0101 – suspicious person, Belle Villa
   0354 – intrusion alarm, W. Davis St.
   0827 – civil matter, N. Liberty St.
   1220 – civil matter, N. Liberty St.
   1358 – larceny, Belle Villa Blvd.
   1410 – assist fire dept., W. Columbia Ave.
   1513 – trespassing, Dos Rios St.
   1649 – serve warrant, Belle Villa Blvd.
   1743 – neighbor trouble, Biggs Ave.
   2050 – assist fire dept., Carmell St.
   2127 – warrant arrest, Main St.
   2138 – miscellaneous complaint, Dos Rios St.
Friday, Nov. 14:
   0057 – intrusion alarm, Sumpter Rd.
   0140 – miscellaneous complaint, W. Davis St.
   0141 – assist fire dept., W. Davis St.
   0843 – property damage accident, Main St. 
   1430 – civil matter, N. Liberty St.
   2008 – E-911 hang up/investigation, Henry St.
   2124 – parking complaint, Carmell St.
Saturday, Nov. 15:
   0315 – animal complaint, N. Liberty St. / E. Huron 
River Dr.
   0450 – assist citizen, South St./W. Columbia Ave.
   1013 – assist fire dept., W. Columbia Ave.
   1136 – intrusion alarm, Owen
   1301 – intrusion alarm, W. Columbia Ave.

   1329 – found property, W. Columbia Ave.
   1416 – warrant arrest, Carmell St.
   1420 – all other traffic, Fifth/Main
   1702 – civil matter, N. Liberty St.
   1727 – intrusion alarm, Sumpter Rd.
   1924 – assist fire dept., Second St.
Also on this week’s log are 42 traffic stops.

Sunday, Nov. 9:
   0016 – fight, 51000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1039 – alarm, 20000 bl. Wilmot Rd.
   1308 – warrant arrest, 47000 bl. Willow Rd.
   1400 – fire dept. assist, 40000 bl. Harris Rd.
   2007 – civil dispute, 46000 bl. Executive Dr.
Monday, Nov. 10:
   0030 – animal complaint, Redwood
   0502 – fire dept. assist, 23000 bl. Sherwood Rd.
   0812 – property damage accident, Haggerty / 
Oakville Waltz
   1134 – recovered property, 23000 bl. Sumpter
   1216 – animal complaint, 26000 bl. Karr Rd.
   1523 – malicious destruction of property, 40000 bl. 
Willis Rd.
   1838 – assist other agency, out of township
   2004 – suspicious person, Sumpter/Bemis
   2023 – mental health commitment, 48000 bl. Willow 
Rd.
   2130 – fire dept. assist, 43000 bl. Wear Rd.
Tuesday, Nov. 11:
   0326 – warrant arrest, out of township
   0811 – property damage accident, Willis / 
Martinsville
   0829 – fire dept. assist, 18000 bl. Elwell Rd.
   1037 – trespassing complaint, 48000 bl. Sherwood 
Ct.
   1331 – suspicious incident, 28000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1617 – alarm, 20000 bl. Haggerty Rd.
Wednesday, Nov. 12:
   0114 – shots fired, 44000 bl. Willow Rd.
   0128 – disorderly person, 44000 bl. Clay Rd.
   0233 – operating while intoxicated arrest, 23000 bl. 
Sumpter Rd.
   1435 – noise complaint, Willis/Sherwood
   1438 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1631 – suspicious person, 47000 bl. Bemis Rd.
   1752 – disorderly person, Second St.
   1904 – suspicious vehicle, Idaho
   2313 – fire dept. assist, 25000 bl. Martinsville Rd.
Thursday, Nov. 13:
   0807 – fire dept. assist, Rustic Ln.
   1442 – citizen assist, 44000 bl. Judd Rd.
   1638 – fire dept. assist, 47000 bl. Bemis Rd.
   2107 – suspicious incident, Nevada
Friday, Nov. 14:
   0820 – family trouble, Nevada
   0910 – alarm, 51000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1143 – fraud report, Edgewood
   1328 – civil dispute, 43000 bl. Harris Rd.
   1930 – property damage accident, Rawsonville / 
Bemis
   2354 – suspicious incident, Willis/Rawsonville
Saturday, Nov. 15:
   0008 – threats complaint, 44000 bl. Willis Rd.
   0238 – well-being check, 28000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   0710 – hunting complaint, Judd/Martinsville
   0714 – trespassing complaint, 42000 bl. Willow
   1222 – fire dept. assist, Sumpter/Kozma
   1522 – family trouble, 44000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1532 – neighbor dispute, 28000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1543 – fire dept. assist, 45000 bl. Clay Rd.
   1606 – fire dept. assist, 28000 bl. Martinsville Rd.
   1801 – assist other agency, Main St.
   2223 – well-being check, Bontekoe/Fenster
   2259 – well-being check, Bontekoe
Also on this week’s log are seven follow-up 
investigations, 33 miscellaneous details, 162 patrol 
checks, and 80 traffic stops.

attorney was replaced by retained attorney 
William Otis Culpepper.
   Jackson has been held in the Wayne 
County Jail since he was charged with 
the Dec. 17 stabbing death of his wife 
Travisteen in their VBT home.
   First-degree murder would bring a 
sentence of mandatory life without parole. 
Second-degree murder brings a sentence of 
life or any term of years.

Richard Jackson
(continued from page 1)

Court Watching:
Vena Mixon sentenced to 
County Jail for assault 
with dangerous weapon

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   Vena Ezette Mixon, 47, of Sumpter 
Township was sentenced to two years of 
probation and up to three months in the 
Wayne County Jail after she pled no-contest 
to a charge of assault with a dangerous 
weapon (felonious assault).
   During the sentencing on Oct. 16 Wayne 
County Circuit Court Judge Lawrence 
Stuart Talon gave her credit of three days 
for time served and assessed crime victim 
fee/state minimum cost of $198.
   Mixon had also been charged with a 
second charge of assault with a dangerous 
weapon and felony firearm and both those 
charges were dismissed as part of the plea 
deal.
   Mixon may serve jail time as work release 
and on weekends.
   The deal was worked out by her retained 
attorney Mary L. Yancy and Wayne County 
Assistant Prosecutor Keith G. Clark.
   Mixon was charged with the three felonies 
after pulling a gun on a woman on a bicycle 
who was picking up rocks along Judd Road 
in Sumpter and then knocking the woman 
down with her car, all on May 11.
   She had been free after posting bond of 
$5,000 or 10%.

Birthdays
   Nov. 18 – Pastor Bernie Travis
   Nov. 23 – Cherie Wilson

Do you have a birthday in November? Does 
anyone you know have a birthday soon? 
Call the Independent at 699-9020 and let 
us know. We’ll list it in this column ASAP 
following your call. There is no charge.

Get the free mobile app at
http:/ /gettag.mobi
Get the free mobile app at
http://gettag.mobi
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with Bob Mytych

Minding
Your Business

BREAKFAST SPECIALS

MONDAY - FRIDAY
6am - 11am

Starting at only $2.49

Hours:
Monday - Saturday  6am – 10pm

 Sunday  7am – 9pm

734-697-1000
9624 Belleville Rd.

Belleville, MI

www.leosconeyisland.com

–– MONDAYS ––
ENJOY OUR CLOWN,

FACE PAINTING & BALLOONS
6-8PM No Coupon Needed!

Ask for  These 
New Specials

$799

Includes Fries & Pop

Just

CHOOSE FROM

 Chicken Melt
 Super Patty Melt
 California Chicken Burger
 Buffalo Chicken Burger
 Leo’s Super Slim Jim
 Slim Jim
 Chicken Philly Wrap
 Chicken Sub

T U E S D A Y ’ S  B U R G E R  D A Y

Starting at
  
$299

T U E S D A Y  D I N N E R  S P E C I A L S
CHOOSE FROM

COUNTRY FRIED STEAK
STUFFED CABBAGE
STUFFED PEPPERS

$899
EACH

TRY THE

CARRIE
DINNER SPECIAL
A LOCAL FAVORITE

GRILLED CHICKEN, HUMMUS 
& GARLIC WITH PITA BREAD

A S K  A B O U T

H A P P Y  H O U R

S P E C I A L S
2-5PM

Orphan of 
the Week

Friends of Michigan 
Animals Rescue

JoJoe is anything but your average 
Joe cat. This large and handsome 
guy is hard to ignore in the crowd 
here. His extremely fluffy gray coat 
and big ragdoll like body will make 
you think of a cuddly teddy bear and 
his bright, green eyes complement 
his gray coloring while looking out 
at you from his likeable face. His 
friendly and playful temperament 
is equally charming. When he’s 
not cat-napping, JoJoe likes to 
come introduce himself to guests 
and enjoys being petted and loved 
on except for his belly which can 
sometimes bring out his feisty side 
if touched. You would never guess 
him to be a bit older by the way 
this big guy gets to playing. Even 
at the ripe age of 7 ½ years old, 
JoJoe is still very much a kitten 
at heart and is a complete blast 
to watch when he’s in the mood 
to bat the toys here around. Call 
soon to meet JoJoe, a hands-
down friendly, fluffy and fantastic 
cat. He’s neutered, vaccinated, 
tested neg. for FeLuk/FIV and 
micro-chipped. Call Friends of 
Michigan Animals Rescue 
at 734-461-9458 or visit our 
website fmar1.org for more info.

“JOJOE”

Christmas Concert
Free Admission!

Friday,  December 19th

Belleville First United
Methodist Church

417 Charles St.  –  7:30 p.m.

Belleville Community 
Band

 Gold - Silver - Diamonds

Belleville Exchange
45520 Tyler Rd. @ Belleville Rd.

Across From Belleville Meijer
Belleville

734-699-1125

OPEN:
MONDAY – SATURDAY 

10 A.M. - 7 P.M.
CLOSED SUNDAY

20% OFF
Any In-Store Purchase
WITH BELLEVILLE EXCHANGE COUPON.
COUPON EXPIRES DECEMBER 31, 2014

DVD Movies
Only $1 Each

LIMIT 3 WITH BELLEVILLE EXCHANGE COUPON.
COUPON EXPIRES DECEMBER 31, 2014

BAI

BAI

WE PAY TOP DOLLAR FOR
 Gold - Silver - Diamonds
 Car Audio Accessories
 Blue Ray DVD’s
 Coin & Currency
 Musical Instruments
 Electronics
 Tools
 Gaming Systems  Games

Instant

Cash
$ Buy-Sell

Trade $

WE’VE RELOCATED TO MURRAY’S PLAZA BEHIND O’REILLY

   5th Street Photography offers 
contemporary and timeless photography 
specializing in graduating seniors and 
families and offering affordable and creative 
portraits and packages. They’re located right 
downtown Belleville at 25 Fifth Street. To 
schedule a session call (734) 328-4872 and 
visit www.5thstreetphoto.com .

***
Unified Communities Credit Union on 

Main Street is offering holiday loans with 
rates as low as 5.99 percent APR on loans up 
to $3,000 for 12 months. Rates are available 
through Dec. 23, 2014. Call (734) 697-4800 
and visit www.unified communitiesfcu.com 

***

RAC Friday 3 Day Sale will be taking 
place Nov. 28-30 at the Romulus Athletic 
Center on Northline Road across from 
the airport. Purchase a year’s membership 
during this period and it won’t expire until 
Jan. 1, 2015, that’s an extra 5 weeks, plus 
get a half dozen of free classes. They’ll 
be open regular business hours during the 
event. Call (734) 942-2223 and visit www.
romulusathleticcenter.com .

***
The Bake Shoppe near the corner of 

Bemis and Savage Roads is taking orders 
now for Thanksgiving and the holidays with 
their pies, cakes, cookies, pastries and fresh 
bread. They also have cakes for all occasions 
and cakes on hand. They’ll be open until 2 
p.m. on Wednesday, Nov. 26 and closed Nov. 
27-28. For a list of some of their breads and 
baked goods, see their ad in today’s paper. 
Call (734) 699-2236.

***
Main Street Flowers on Main Street 

in Belleville will be holding a Winterfest 
Open House on Dec. 5, from 9 a.m. to 6 

p.m. featuring free gifts to the first 50 people 
and 25% off your most expensive item 
purchased. Hors d’oeuvres and refreshments 
will be served. Call (734) 697-7400.

***
A Dine to Donate Fundraiser to benefit 

the Friends of Michigan Animals Rescue 
in Sumpter Township is taking place this 
Sunday, Nov. 23, all day long at Haab’s 
Restaurant in Downtown Ypsilanti. A 
portion of your bill will go to the no-kill 
shelter. No flyer needed. Call (734) 461-
9458.

***
H & R Block on Belleville Road in the 

Belleville Square behind McDonald’s is 
offering a year-round line of credit up to 
$1,000. Offer ends Jan. 15, 2015. New 
clients are welcome, too, and no W2 is 
required. To learn more call (734) 697-6066 
or visit www.H&RBlock.com .

***
Today’s paper features a Ruby Tuesday 

insert. The cost is $50 per 1,000 papers and 
a full run of 7,000 Independents for $350. 

You would have to provide us the quantities 
in increments of 1,000 and pre-payment is 
required.

If you’re a church in the area planning 
your calendar of Christmas and holiday 
events, and you’d like to get the word out, 
our church directory is the place for you. 
For just $75, you can get a 1 column by 1 
inch tall display box listed for 13 weeks. 
Check out our directory on page 6 in today’s 
paper.                          
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Atchinson Ford Sales, Inc.
9800 Belleville Rd.
Belleville, MI 48111

734-697-9161
www.atchinson.net

*A/Z Plan Pricing. 10,500 miles per year. Includes Factory and Renewal Rebate. Requires $2000 due at signing plus taxes and plates. With Approved Credit. **A/Z Plan Pricing. All rebates to Dealer.  May require Ford Credit Financing. Plus taxes and fees. May require trade-in.

USED CAR SPECIAL

2015
FUSION SE
24 month lease for as low as

$156/MO.* 
REBATES UP TO $3,500.
BUY AS LOW AS $18,599

2015 ESCAPE SE
24 month lease for as low as

$152/MO.* 
REBATES UP TO $3,000. BUY AS LOW AS $20,604

2014 EDGE SE
24 month lease for as low as

$228/MO.* 
REBATES UP TO $4,500. BUY AS LOW AS $23,435

2014
FOCUS SE
24 month lease for as low as

$137/MO.*
REBATES UP TO $3,500.
BUY AS LOW AS $15,307

2014 F-150
SUPERCAB XLT 4X4

Leather Seats
24 month lease for as low as

$241/MO.*
REBATES UP TO $6,500.
BUY AS LOW AS $31,068

2010 TAURUS
LIMITED
Leather, Loaded.

$15,999

NOVEMBER SAVINGS
EVENT IS UNDERWAY
AT ATCHINSON FORD!

New 
DETAIL SHOP
NOW OPEN!


