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On Thursday, clearing the snow from the sidewalk was the first order of business for all 
merchants.

Independent photos by James Otzman
On Thursday morning, the snow was slowing traffic in downtown Belleville. On Sunday night, more heavy snow fell followed by 
dangerously low temperatures on Monday and Tuesday with windchills that hit 45 degrees below zero.

Belleville City Council
to consider Snow 
Emergency ordinance

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   Former Belleville City Councilman Brian 
Blackburn told the council on Monday that 
he thinks it’s time to revisit the idea of a 
Snow Emergency ordinance for the city.
   The council had discussed this in the past, 
but never acted upon it.
   He said the DPW can’t clear the streets 
properly when people park out on the 
streets and the plows have to go around 
them leaving mounds of snow until spring.
   Blackburn lives in Victoria Commons 
and is a volunteer fire fighter and said he 
sees what happens. He said people could 

park in their driveways during the snow 
removal, but they don’t.
  A Snow Emergency ordinance would 
require that once a snow emergency is 
declared people had to park off the street 

during snow removal or be ticketed and/or 
towed.
   Councilwoman Kim Tindall agreed such 
an ordinance was needed.

Snowstorms, record 
low temperatures close 
schools, township halls

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   Boy, was it snowy and cold and icy.
   A winter snowstorm that dropped its first 
heavy load last Thursday and then went into 
high gear again on Sunday night, closed the 
Van Buren Public Schools and Keystone 
Charter Academy for three days.
   On Monday the township halls at Sumpter 
and Van Buren were closed, as well as the 
the Secretary of State’s office, and many 
businesses along Main Street.
   Besides the snow, beginning Monday, 
through midweek, record low, sub-zero 
temperatures hit the area with dangerous 
windchills from 25 to 40 below zero.
   On Tuesday and Wednesday, the Van 
Buren and Keystone Academy schools 
joined more than 800 schools in Michigan 
taking additional Snow Days. This made the 
Christmas vacation for the students grow 
from the original 16 days to 19 consecutive 
days.
   On Monday, the City of Belleville office 
was open with a small staff that grew as the 
day wore on. The city council meeting went 
on as scheduled Monday night.
   Belleville Mayor Kerreen Conley said that 
holding the council meeting as scheduled 
reflects on the city leadership.
   “If we can’t plow our streets so people can 
get around, it’s our fault,” Mayor Conley 
said. She noted the city plows its own streets, 
but the townships have to rely on the county 
for snow removal.
   All the tri-community police departments 
were on duty and all the fire departments 
were on call throughout it all. VBT Police 
sent out a number of electronic Nixle alerts, 
as did Sumpter Police.
   VBT Hall reopened on Tuesday, but 
Sumpter Township Hall was still closed 
due to “extreme weather conditions,” but 
reopened on Wednesday.
   Official figures from Metro Airport show 
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Visit www.burhopscollision.com

734-699-3641
Weekdays 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Serving the Local Area Since 1946
Loaner Vehicles Available
State Certified Technicians

Deductible Assistance Available
We Work With All Insurance Co.

Limited Lifetime Guarantee
Glass Replacement/Chip Repair

Towing Available

112 Davis Street, Belleville
South of 5-Points parallel with railroad tracks

BEST CHIMNEY
& ROOFING CO.

´CHIMNEYS BUILT -
REPAIRED & CLEANED

´SCREENS INSTALLED

´TUCK POINTING

´ROOFING & GUTTERS

´RESIDENTIAL

´COMMERCIAL

´VIOLATIONS CORRECTED

WORKERS
COMPENSATION &

GENERAL LIABILITY TO
PROTECT HOME OWNER

Since 1962 FREE ESTIMATES
LICENSED • INSURED

STATE LIC # 40800

SERVING BELLEVILLE &
SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN

www.bestchimneyandroofing.com

734-242-2992
WE DO

PORCHES

OUR 50th

YEAR!
OUR 50th

YEAR!

LOOK FOR “THE BIG RED BARN”

Jacobs
Boots &
Saddles
(734) 699-2200

WESTERN & ENGLISH
SADDLES • HATS • BOOTS

ALL AT BARGIN PRICES!
Mon, Tues, Thurs. & Fri.
10am-1pm • 2pm-6pm

Sat. 10am-4pm
11055 Quirk Rd. (N. of I-94)

Belleville, Michigan

VarSIty
JacketS

10669 Belleville Rd.
734-697-3545

Contact Belinda at
734-699-7700

www.franklinhomesales.com/bm

A Premier Manufactured Home Community

Starting the new Year
Off in a new hOme iS

eaSier than YOu think!
now through february 28, 2014,

we’ll match Your Down Payment Of 
up to $2,000 On any new or franklin 

Owned home! Call for Details.

Willis Feed & Country Store
10200 Railroad Street, Willis, Michigan

(South end of Meridian St, off Willis Rd, Between Rawsonville and Bunton)

(734) 461-1111 willisfeed@att.net
We look forward 
to seeing you soon.

Like Us On

 Blue Buffalo
 Taste of the Wild
 Chicken Soup
 Diamond Pet Foods
 Joy Pet Foods

 All Natural Bones  Treats, Toys,
Bowls, and more!
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Independent photo by Diane Madigan
Members of the Belleville Area District Library Building Committee met Dec. 30 to look 
over the developing plans for a new library on the DNR/Spencer site just north of the 
Belleville Bridge. Leading the discussion was architect Dan Whisler, second from right. 
From left are Michael Boelter, Mary Jane Dawson, chairwoman Joy Cichewicz, John 
Juriga, and, at right, Deputy Library Director Mary Jo Suchy.

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   The Building Committee of the Belleville 
Area District Library met for almost three 
hours Dec. 30 to work on details for a 
proposed new building on the Department 
of Natural Resources/Spencer family 
property just north of the Belleville 
Bridge.
   “We’re going to be rocking and rolling,” 
said architect Dan Whisler, referring to the 
work that needs to be done before the April 
8 meeting when the district library board 
needs to have the proposed cost so it can 
approve ballot language for the August 
election.
   Whisler had presented design options A, 
B, and C to the library board at the regular 
Dec. 10 meeting and then had refined that 
into a C1 option that the committee mostly 
approved at its Dec. 30 meeting. More 
tweaking is needed.
   He said the point of the Dec. 30 meeting 
was to nominate a preferred design 
direction, which is C1.
   He will be bringing C1 to the next 
library board meeting at 7 p.m. Jan. 14 for 
approval.
   Whisler said the next steps include:
   • Talking the DNR through the shoreline 
concept for the fisher folk. He plans to 
contact the DNR to set up an hour-long 
conference call to get their input on the 
design. He plans to include committee 
members, attorney John Day, and others in 
the upcoming phone call;
   • Then, he wants to try to sit down with 
Arthur Mullen, director of planning and 
economic development for Van Buren 
Township, to start a conversation about 
parking requirements, detention pond 
fencing, and other things.
   • Then, he wants to sit down with Wayne 
County to talk about curb cuts and other 
items; and
   • Of course, he needs more meetings 
with the Building Committee and it set a 
meeting for 6:30 p.m., Tuesday, Feb. 4 and 
another tentative meeting for 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Jan. 23.
   Meanwhile, Deputy Library Director 
Mary Jo Suchy said she will be meeting 
informally with library staff to explain 
what is planned so far and to get input.
   “I want to make sure the staff is listened 
to…” Whisler said.
   “The last two weeks in February we’re 
cranking on developing a budget,” Whisler 
said.
   He said before he approaches the VBT 
Downtown Development Authority again, 
probably in March, he will need to get the 
budget developed. He said the DDA is 
interested in helping.
   “But, they’ll want to know how much …” 
he said, adding he plans to have a wish list 

Library Building Committee picks up steam to hit deadlines

for things the library can’t fund, breaking 
out “must-do” expenses from “might-do” 
items.
   Whisler also said he is being held up in 
site design because the survey of the DNR/
Spencer property has yet to be finalized by 
Spicer Group Engineers.
   “I don’t know why the boundary 
information is taking so long … I need it,” 
he told the committee, noting he thought 
they gave Spicer the information.
   He said he gave them drawings from the 
Wayne County Road Commission from two 
years ago that showed the right of way.
   Spicer was granted the not-to-exceed 
$10,350 contract for the site survey the first 
week in November and said it could do the 
work in four to five weeks.
   Some of the details on Spicer’s partial 
survey were questioned, but it is needed, 
Whisler said, “As long as they certify it 
with the seal and certify it is accurate.”
   The committee went over many details 
during the long meeting, including:
   • The lake elevation. Whisler said he 
had the elevation at 651.5’ above sea level 
and Mullen said it’s just 650.8’. “With 
drought the lake might drop below that and 
some of these spot elevations (from the 
Spicer documents) might be below Arthur 
Mullen’s water line,” Whisler said, adding 
VBT owns the shoreline up to 655’ above 
sea level;
   • The floodplain. The Spicer preliminary 
survey notes the property primarily lies 
within Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) Zone X, the moderate and 
minimal flood risk, and notes that a small 

portion of the site is in Zone AE, high-risk, 
with a floodplain elevation of 653’. Whisler 
said, “Our property boundary is halfway up 
that bank and the contour VBT owns to is 
655’.” He said the floodplain is in the area 
VBT owns so he doesn’t think it affects the 
library. (The information on VBT Shoreline 
Permits defines the township property as 
below the 655’ contour line or brow of the 
hill.);
   • The design of the fishing pier. Whisler 
said two decades ago the DNR proposed 
to the township fishing piers that went out 
into the lake on pilings into the lake bottom. 
Now, the DNR wants one-third of the 1,000 
feet of lakeshore for fishing access. At first, 
Whisler considered a long pier along the 
shoreline, but now he is working on several 
individual fishing areas. He said he would 
love to have fishing along the causeway to 
the bridge;
   • The storm sewer. Whisler said they 
have found a 48” diameter storm sewer 
and a 24” storm sewer both connecting to 
a 24” pipe where the water is coming out. 
“We thought it was odd. Large into small. 
Kind of a surprise. Why would they do 
that?” he asked. When he was asked if the 
county did that, he replied, “I assume so 
when the bridge work was done and the 
road widened… It’s higher than the lake. 
We have to work with that.” Whisler also 
said the Spencer in-ground pool was kind 
of missed by the survey done by Spicer. He 
said he hopes to have the completed survey 
by Spicer in a week or two, but he has no 
definite date;
   • Detention pond. Whisler described 

the planned detention pond near Belleville 
Road and the Bridge as “just a shallow 
depression that fills up with water from a 
heavy rain, holds the water, and then slowly 
discharges it.” When committee member 
John Juriga asked if it needs a fence around 
it, Whisler said it doesn’t and he will work 
with VBT on that, emphasizing he doesn’t 
think it needs a fence;
   • Pedestrian crossing. Whisler discussed 
the possibility of a pedestrian crossing 
across Belleville Road by the satellite 
parking lot on the Spencer property. “We 
can get funding from the DDA if everyone 
thinks that’s a good idea,” he said, adding 
if people are coming to the library from the 
north, they won’t want to walk all the way 
to the Quirk Road traffic signal to cross. He 
said maybe the pedestrian crossing could 
be closer to Harmony Lane;
   • Parking spaces. Whisler is working 
with landscape architect Kyle Verseman of 
SmithGroup JJR on the plans. Whisler and 
Verseman came up with 151 parking spaces 
(10 set aside for the fisher folk) and the 
township ordinance requires 230 parking 
spaces, which Whisler called “crazy.” He 
said they will have to sit down with the 
township and work this through;
   • Toxic waste? Barbara Miller asked 
from the audience if they were going to 
look for toxic waste on the property and 
Whisler said they had soil borings done 
that didn’t show toxic waste and didn’t find 
any signs of fill. Juriga said the Stabnaus 
sold the property to the DNR 30 years ago 
and after that Wayne County dumped a lot 
of concrete on the site. He was told that 
was clean concrete along the shoreline for 
riprap. Whisler said, “We didn’t bother to 
do anything on the Spencer lot. No cause 
for concern. All virgin soil, mostly clay…” 
Whisler said if there was any indication of 
a problem they would do studies, Miller 
said she and other longtime residents have 
seen dumping of building materials on that 
site;
   • Computers. There is a total of 72 
computers planned for public use, up from 
the present 25 in the current library;
   • Public art. Miller asked at what point 
do library supporters go out to the big 
corporations to get grants for public art? 
Whisler told of other libraries that got 
grants for art. He said it will be nine months 
to a year from the vote to the building 
specifications done for a contractor and 
they could be thinking about art then. 
Miller said she was talking about art as 
a part of the building design, although 
committee chairman Joy Cichewicz said, 
“That’s integrated art … you can always 
add.” Miller said she serves on the Wayne 
County Art Institute Authority with Hubert 
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Editorial

We’ve begun our 
20th year of service
   The Belleville-Area Independent published 
its first issue on Jan. 5, 1995, which means 
the Independent is beginning its 20th year 
of service to the community this month. 
In December 1994, 12 local residents 
threw in $1,000 each to start a newspaper 
because they felt the other papers in town 
were biased. Our owners are Republicans, 
Democrats, and one who is definitely a 
Libertarian.
   They wanted a watch dog to keep an eye 
on our elected officials and their spending, 
instead of a lap dog that published mostly 
news releases and the truth according to 
politicians and PR employees.
   Most of the community welcomed us 
with open arms. But, the Belleville library 
wouldn’t let us leave our papers there 
because the Independent wasn’t a real 
newspaper. Well, after a while that idea 
was proven wrong. Van Buren Township 
decided to give us police news after the 
Attorney General said it had to.
   One teenager said she has been reading 
the Independent her whole life and couldn’t 
let a week go by without it.
   We’ve been praised and punished over 
the years and our readers have supported us 
with vigor. It’s been said if you are bringing 
an Independent to a reader, don’t give it to 
him until you’re done telling him what you 
want to say because once it’s in his hand he 
will be reading and won’t listen to a word.
   We will continue to bring you local news 
you can’t get anywhere else, as long as we 
can. We’re working on the last months of 
20 years.

   I’m told Mark Procida of Grosse Pointe is 
the new court-appointed defense attorney 
for VBT resident Richard Jackson who is 
charged in the first-degree murder of his 
wife Travisteene.
   Procida also is one of the court-appointed 
defense attorneys for Bob Bashara of 
Grosse Pointe Park who is charged with 
hiring the handyman who worked for him 
to kill his wife Jane.
   His trial begins March 3.
   Bashara presently is serving a minimum 
six-year sentence after pleading guilty 
to hiring a furniture store owner to kill 
the developmentally disabled handyman 
Joseph Gentz. Gentz was not killed, but is 
in prison after pleading guilty to strangling 
Jane.
   Richard Jackson is undergoing a 
competency exam before proceeding 
forward in court.

***
   I’m so old-fashioned. It’s really hard for 
me to get used to calling the Belleville Lake 
fishermen “fisher folk.” That’s what the 
architect for the proposed new Belleville 
Area District Library calls them. I know 
it’s what’s politically correct because some 
of those fisher people are female.
   If the new district library is built on 
the DNR/Spencer property north of the 
Belleville Bridge in Van Buren Township, 
it will have to accommodate fisher folk. 
   The fisher folk will have their own rest 
rooms in the library, accessible from the 
outside at the north end of the building, and 
the library will be responsible for picking 
up after them and keeping the fishing piers 
clean.
   And, the architect said he would like the 

fisher folk to be able to fish all the way 
from the library to the bridge causeway. 
Right now they get tickets if they do that.

***
   On Sunday, Van Buren Township Public 
Safety Department advised residents to go 
to county website http://www.compass.
waynecounty.com/ for a live feed of Wayne 
County Road trucks to see where they are 
and when they are coming to your road.
   We’ve looked at that county site before 
and it is interesting. Once you have 
located a truck on a county road in your 
neighborhood, you can watch it go by your 
house. They did do a good job in clearing 
the roads on Sunday/Monday.

***
  We received an email from a Sumpter 
resident who doesn’t wish to have his name 
printed. He was commenting on the man 
who didn’t like the VBT holding cell:
   “I am sorry to learn that the Van Buren 
holding cell accommodations are not 
enjoyable. Hopefully, other jails in this 
area will follow their lead and inmates 
that require a more upscale imprisonment 
will go outside of our community to 
do things that get them arrested. If 
traveling to an area with a nice jail is 
inconvenient, not doing things that get you 
incarcerated may be an option.”

***
   Most of us received the district library 
newsletter in the mail on Saturday, 
addressed to Occupant. The library has 

started using its new mission statement and 
had it prominently displayed on the front 
of the newsletter: “Engage. Empower. 
Enrich.”
   “… Followed by a 40-word sentence 
detailing how that’s happening,” according 
to one of our readers.
   This library stuff is 
“really bugging” that 
reader. She especially 
was taken with the 
large white text box 
captioned: “These Are 
The Words You Said 
Describe Your Library.” She asked, “Why 
capitalize every word in that sentence?”
   In the box there were countless words 
“printed in a jumble of varying sizes and 
shades of gray at right angles to each 
other.”
   The size indicated the number of times 
that word was suggested by library users.
   Since Saturday was a snowy day, our 
reader decided to count the words. There 
are about 127, she said, adding her eyes 
gave out after a while, so she wasn’t sure.
   She said in very small print, at the vertical 
top, there’s a word that was strange to her: 
Lagniappe. She looked it up and found 
it is “a small gift given a customer by a 
merchant at the time of purchase.” “How 
does that describe a library?” she asked.
   She said next time they look for words 
to describe the library, she hopes she hears 
about it so she can participate.
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• SALES
• SERVICE
• REPAIRS

All Makes & Models
Specialize: Kenmore, Whirlpool, G.E.
used machines for sale 

with guarantee!
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19636 Sumpter Road, Belleville, MI 48111
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Belleville, MI
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Bartending Service Provided
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Columbia Court
Apartments

275 W. Columbia • Belleville
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Minutes From Shopping, Freeways & Restaurants

Accepting Applications for Individuals 55 & Older
For Studio Apartments Only.
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H.U.D. Guidlines Apply

A Senior Facility of National Church Residences
Affordable Housing • Sec 8-202
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Michigan Metal Recycling, Inc.
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District Library Board 
delusional about site
Dear Editor:
   In my opinion, the Library Board and 
its myriad consultants are delusional or 
blowing smoke about the DNR site as a 
great location for our main library. I am 
planning an information meeting at my 
home for those who wish to continue to 
study this proposed library site. Please call 
my office if you seek more information 
about this meeting (734) 697-4455.
   We must consider that the development 
and maintenance costs of the DNR site 
include but are not limited to: 
   • Dealing with an unstable lot, full of 
undesignated fill and rip rap, even perhaps 
toxic;
   • An unstable shoreline, to be maintained 
into perpetuity, maintained especially 
for the fishing community to the DNR 
specifications;
   • Installing water and sewer with an 
industrial-sized lift station (property is 
below grade);
   • Developing a traffic roundabout or a 
light at Quirk Road; 
   • Providing parking, not only for the 
library patrons but also for the fishing 
community; and
   • Developing and maintaining into 
perpetuity fishing piers, toilet facilities and 
parking for the fishing patrons, and cleaning 
debris from the fishing patrons. (How are 
these “amenities” library functions? Why 
should the community be burdened with 
these responsibilities forever?)
   In addition to the development issues, the 
DNR site has access issues.   Hundreds of 
high school students will be crossing the 
bridge to get to the Library.  Our senior 
citizen housing is located primarily in 
town, not across the bridge.  The vehicle 
traffic at that site will be horrific. It is 

already terrible.  
   I am hopeful that in the final analysis 
(i.e. bond vote), the community will reject 
this DNR site. In the meantime the Library 
Board will incur thousands and thousands 
of dollars of unnecessary fees from 
attorneys, consultants and architects as we 
get to that no vote.
   Please attend Library Board Meetings 
(2nd Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m.).  
Express your views, ask questions. Our 
Library Board needs a wake-up call.  In 
my opinion, they are, delusional about the 
DNR site.  They bought a dream without 
thorough analysis.  

Barbara Rogalle Miller
Van Buren Resident  

Thanks to all who 
donated to the children
 

To the Editor:
   I would like to take this opportunity to 
extend a most heartfelt thank you to all 
those that donated to the 2013 Annual 
Children’s Party.
   Without the generosity of those that 
contributed, not only monetarily but with 
their time, this event could not remain the 
success and tradition it has become.
   I would like to acknowledge the following 
sponsors. Not only is their kindness 
appreciated, but it is also admired.
   The Sumpter Township Board of Trustees, 
the Sumpter Township Parks and Recreation 
Commission, Mr. Nelson Po, Atlantic 
Welding, Mr. Alan Bates, J&T Crova 
Towing, David C. Brown Funeral Home, 
Jim Hughes Service, Kellers Real Farm 
Bakery, Fox Auto Parts, Burhop Collision, 
Brookdale Farms, Burnham & Flower, 
Honorable Judge David Parrott, Five Star 
Market, The Bake Shoppe, Wolverine 
Power Cooperative, Rawsonville Woods 
and Denmark Management, The Pumpkin 
Factory, Republic Waste Services, Law 
Office of Robert P. Young, Davenport 
Brothers Construction, Martin & Sons.
   A special thanks also to the numerous 
volunteers that helped make our event a 
success.

Supervisor Johnny Vawters
Sumpter Township

Longtime Belleville resident Dorothy 
Noiseau hung her special ornament on the 
Tri-Community Christmas Tree next to the 
Belleville Bridge in the final days of 2013.
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Where you are paws-itivily special
to us!

With This Ad - Full Grooms
10% OFF!

For First Time Clients

Would you like to have
your Church listed in this

directory? Call Advertising 
Manager Bob Mytych at

734-699-9020 today!

We offer:
  • Pre-School
  • Experienced Staff
  • Open Mon.-Fri - 6am - 6pm

34 Years Experience & Qualified Teachers.

41505 S. I-94 Service Dr., Belleville 48111

is now accepting children ages 2 1/2 to
12 yrs. for enrollment.

Bethany Bible Church
810 E. Huron River Dr.       Belleville, Michigan 48111

(734) 697-7456
Sunday:  Adult Bible classes & Children’s Sunday School - 9:45am
                Morning Worship - 11:00am
Monday:  Kids Awana - 6:30 to 8:30pm (Sept. through March)
Wednesday:  House of Prayer - 7:00pm • Children/Teen/College & Career - 7:00pm
Please visit our website for more information: bethanybiblechurch.com

®

Obituaries

734-461-9458
Visit us @

fmar1.org
and on

Promoting a
Healthy
and Safe
Environment
for All.

Where Pets
and
People Meet.

VISIT OUR PET ADOPTION EVENT jANUARy 18,
11AM-3PM AT PETCO – WESTLAND!

FAITH ASSEMBLY CHurCH
894 E. Huron River Dr., Belleville

Pastor Doug Valentine
Sunday School: 10 a.m. • Sunday Worship: 11 a.m. 
Wednesday Services for Teens and Adults: 7-8 p.m.
Follow Us On Facebook at Faith Assembly Belleville 
or www.faithassemblybelleville.com     734-697-6704

• No Admission Fee
• MI Choice Medicare Waver Accepted
• State Licensed

1900 Prospect Road   Phone:  734-483-6662
Ypsilanti, MI 48198   www.fairfaxassistedliving.com

Created exclusively for
Alzheimer’s care.

We’re A/c & TrAnsmission speciAlisTs! BELLEVILLE MARTIAL
ARTS INSTITUTE

785 SUMPTER RD.
BELLEVILLE, MI 48111
PHONE: 734-391-8615

FAX: 734-391-8614
WWW.BELLEVILLEMARTIALARTS.COM

$78 Start Up Cost, Pay $0 Until March 1st,
Then Only $58 Per Month. FREE Uniform!

ISSHINRYU KARATE

RICHARD CLIFTON JOHNSON
(May 20, 1952 – December 29, 2013)
Richard Clifton Johnson, age 61, passed away 
Sunday, December 29, 2013 at his sister’s home 
in Belleville, MI, in the presence of his wife De-
Linda.
He was born in Dearborn, MI on Tuesday, May 
20, 1952 to Elizabeth and Clifton Johnson, 
residents of Melvindale, MI.  He married De-
Linda on Saturday, November 28, 1998. They 
are residents of Atlanta, MI.
After many years working in sales, Richard 
drove trucks for the last 7 years (6 years with 
his wife and two dogs). As a young man, he 
worked construction. He enjoyed playing guitar, 
keyboard, and writing music. He made friends 
across the country.
Richard is survived by his wife De-Linda 
Johnson (Winn) formerly of Belleville; mother 
Elizabeth Johnson, of New Boston; sons, 
Richard  Johnson and Daniel  Johnson; step 
children, Jeanella Bearden, Robert Bearden and 
Crystal (Robert) Roderick; six grandchildren; 
siblings, Catherine (Lester) Rich of Calhoun, 
GA, Ann Riggs of Brighton, MI, Christine 
Smith of Belleville, MI, Carey (Anita) Johnson 
of Rockwood, MI, and Christopher (Leslie) 
Johnson of Melvindale, MI; 11 nieces and 
nephews; and 7 great nieces and nephews. He 
will be greatly missed by De-Linda’s family 
and all who loved him.
He was preceded in death by his father, Clifton 
Johnson and brother, Mark Johnson.
As per his wishes, cremation has taken place. A 
memorial benefit dinner is planned.

Richard Clifton Johnson
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We’ll go the extra mile.

Ypsilanti 
(734) 482-6000

Christopher Janowiak, 
Manager - 4TH Degree K of C

Sumpter Twp.
(734) 699-6000

Scott Beard, 
Managerwww.janowiakfuneralhome.com

There’s a reason you should, too.

The Belleville-Area
Independent New Website
is Now Online! Visit us @

bellevilleareaindependent.com

Read The Newspaper 
On The Web!

One Call Does It All . . .
. . . At the Independent
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(734) 697-4500
David C. Brown, Manager •  Shelly A. Brown, Director

Complete Line of Monuments & Markers.
www.davidCbrownfh.com

David C. Brown Funeral Home

1982 201432st Anniversary

460 E. HURON RIVER DR., BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

SHIRLEY DEAN ‘SD’ FOGG
(April 25, 1926 - December 29, 2013) 
SD Fogg, age 87, of Onsted, passed away 
December 29, 2013 at home. SD was born April 
25, 1926 in Jonesville, MI, the son of Robert 
and Mary Jane (Granger) Fogg.
On November 12, 1947 he married Etta “Peggy” 
Welker in Angola, IN, and she survives.  SD 
proudly served his country in the United States 
Navy during World War II as a Tin Can sailor. 
He was a master plumber for many years and a 
member of Local 190 Plumbers and Pipe Fitters 
in Ann Arbor. His dream was to build an earth 
home for his family, which he did.  
SD was a member of Belleville Masonic Lodge, 
Belleville Emmanuel Baptist Church and 
Tecumseh Missionary Baptist Church where 
he was very involved and active in the church. 
He was instrumental in the building of many 
Southern Baptist Churches in the Michigan area 
and was very pleased to serve the Lord in this 
capacity. His family was a great joy to him.  
In addition to his wife Peggy, SD is survived by 
his children, Linda (Thomas) Bitner, Christine 
(Ronald) Eldred and Mark (LaDonna) Fogg; 
grandchildren, Heather (Terry, Jr.) White, 
Thomas Michael Bitner, Robert (Michelle) 
Bitner, Jonathan (Tabatha) Bitner, Donald 
(Jenny) Eldred, Amanda (David) Carlisle, 
Eric (Stephanie) Eldred, Samantha (Andrew) 
Wolf and Kaitlyn (Scott) Cook; 14 great 
grandchildren; and numerous nieces and 
nephews.
He was preceded in death by his parents and 8 
brothers and sisters.
A Celebration of Life was held at 11a.m. 
Saturday, January 4, 2013 at the Tecumseh 
Missionary Baptist Church with Dr. Daniel Pann 
and Rev. Brian Jones officiating. Visitation was 
at 10 a.m. until the time of service.  In lieu of 
flowers memorials may be made to Hospice of 
Lenawee.  Messages to the family may be made 
online at www.pursefuneralhome.com .

Shirley Dean ‘SD’ Fogg

HOWARD MATTHEW GARDELLA
(November 2, 1983 - December 30, 2013) 
Age 30, survived by a son Howard Joseph 
Gardella; parents Howard of Detroit and 
mother Ann Zimmerman of Belleville, sister 
and brother. David C. Brown Funeral Home. 
Service was Jan. 6 at Metro Baptist Church.

RONALD J. HUNTER
(May 1, 1935 - January 3, 2014) 
Ronald J. Hunter, 78, of Dearborn Heights 
passed into the hands of the Lord on January 
3, 2014 after a long, courageous battle with a 
systemic infection.
Ron graduated from Belleville High School 
in 1953. He was a gifted baseball player with 
a scheduled opportunity to try out for a left-
field position with the Detroit Tigers just before 
an ill-timed knee injury. He continued his 
lifetime love of sports as an avid University of 
Michigan football, Detroit Tigers, and Detroit 
Red Wings fan. Ron also enjoyed fishing and 
was a championship bowler and Little League 
Coach. After completing a tour of duty in 
Germany in service of the United States Army, 
Ron was employed with American Airlines for 
43 years. Along with his memberships with the 
Moose, Eagles, and VFW halls, Ron’s 50 years 
of annual vacations to Acapulco, created many 
longstanding friendships which he treasured.
Left to mourn Ron’s passing are his very special 
friend, Judy Grace Mattlin, Lancaster, OH; 
brother Richard (Roberta Swaffer), Addison, 
MI; nephews Tim (Marla Lindeblad), Milan, 
MI; and Mike (Ronda Lilly), North Adams, 
MI; and niece Joanna, Tecumseh, MI; as well 
as his grandnephews Daniel and Thomas, 
and grandnieces Caty Ripperger (Kyle) and 
Camille.
He was preceded in death by his parents Ollie 
and Elizabeth (Brandt) Hunter.
Visitation was held on Monday, January 6, 2014 

from 6-8 p.m. at Higgerson & Neal Funeral 
Home, 209 Main Street, Belleville, MI 48111. A 
funeral service was Tuesday, January 7, 2014 at 
11 a.m. officiated by Reverend Paul Bostwick.
Memorial contributions can be made to the 
American Naval League or Seasons Hospice.
Please sign his on-line guest book to share a 
memory with his family at www.davidcbrownfh.
com .

Ronald J. Hunter

BLANCHE RONETTE MERICLE
(October 6, 1917 - January 3, 2014) 
Blanche Ronette Mericle, age 96, passed away 
Friday, January 3, 2014 at St. Joseph Mercy 
Hospital. She was born Saturday October 6, 
1917 in Windber, Pennsylvania, daughter of the 
late Miles and Laura (Beckley) Berkey.
She has been a Belleville resident for 70 years. 
She was a member of the Myrtle Lodge Eastern 
Star and Manager of the Seaway Region Kaiser 
Frazer Owner Club for 38 years. Blanche was 
one of three women who was known as Rosie 
The Riveter at Willow Run Bomber Plant 
Factory.
She is survived by son-in-law Mark (Melissa) 
Dierks of Huntersville, North Carolina, neighbor 
David (Carolyn) Hildebrand of Belleville, 
Michigan, and special friend Keith Kriener of 
Niles, Michigan. Many thanks to all that helped 
Blanche.
She was preceded in death by her husband 
Kenneth Bernard, daughter Loralee, and two 
brothers.
Visitation was Tuesday, January 7, 2014 from 

Blanche Ronette Mericle

4-7 P.M. followed by a funeral service at David 
C. Brown Temporary Viewing Chapel, 500 E. 
Huron River Drive, Belleville, Michigan with 
Pastor David Hildebrand officiating.
Memorial contributions may be made to Feed 
the Children. Please sign her on-line guestbook 
and share a memory for her family to cherish at 
www.davidcbrownfh.com . 

Ginger, Keith Bruder
to teach Genealogy 101 
with Mark Bowden
   Belleville genealogists Ginger and Keith 
Bruder, with special guest Mark Bowden 
of the Detroit Public Library, will help 
local people discover their family roots in 
a Genealogy Workshop at the Belleville 
Area District Library.
   The workshop will be offered on 
Wednesdays at 7 p.m. in the library program 
room on April 9, 23, 30, and May 7.
   Space is limited. Registration begins at 
the library on March 24.
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1163 ROULO, VAN BUREN TOWNSHIP
SENSATIONALLY SPACIOUS! This home is feature rich and in-
cludes huge 29x29 family room with fireplace with walkout to a
large wrap deck and fenced yard. 4 bedrooms, 3 baths, dining room,
first floor bedroom and much more. 2-1/2 car garage with shed on
a corner lot.  $194,900. or $1,400 month lease.  Call for details

15685 BROOKSIDE, VAN BUREN TOWNSHIP
CHARM YOU CAN LIVE IN! Stunning colonial in a best neigh-
borhood featuring a kitchen with a breakfast area, 4 bedrooms, 2-
1/2 bathrooms, large unfinished basement, central air and more.
Large family room and the large master bedroom has separate tub
and shower. Private yard backs up to woods. A true reflection of
good taste! $225,000.

GREAT LIVING!

FOR SALE OR LEASE!

14060 MARTINSVILLE, VAN BUREN TOWNSHIP
FRESH SQUEEZED VALUE!  A most affordable two bedroom 1
bath home with hardwood floors,  basement, 1 car detached garage,
on  large lot  and  just off  a paved  street.  Close to shopping and
expressways. Priced to sell at $50,000

454 BREAKWATER , BELLEVILLE
MILES OF STYLE - EVERYWHERE in this updated 3 bedroom,
3 1/2 bath home. Featuring first floor master suite with whirlpool
tub, hardwood floors and upgrades everywhere, fireplace in open
great room plus open kitchen and partially finished basement. Fenced
back yard with patio and inground pool.  2 1/2 car attached garage
and next to a dedicated natural park. Priced to sell at $179,900.

9502 HAGGERTY, VAN BUREN TOWNSHIP
LOTS TO LOVE! 5+ acre brick ranch offering 3 bedrooms, 1 bath,
finished basement with large living room and bar. Paved street and
2 huge pole barns. Possible re-zoning to commercial use. It’s clean
and neat with new carpet and fresh paint. This one shows great!
Priced at $239,500

HARBOUR POINTE 2 POLE BARNS!

GLENN  SILVENIS
SELL PHONE (734) 740-3000

on the internet at
mrsold.com

email: mrsold@mrsold.com

Free Foreclosure Lists
Authorized Short Sale Agent

Investment Properties
Vacant Land - Development

CROSSROADS III

Office (734) 699-4000
418 Main Street

Belleville, Michigan 48111

Free Market Analysis

PRICED RIGHT !

500 HURON RIVER DRIVE, BELLEVILLE
HIGHEST QUALITY! Brick Commercial building in the City of
Belleville. Former florist, coffee house, and bakery with potential
for immediate franchise opportunity and occupancy. The quality,
potential and design of this newer (2002) constructed building are
beyond description. $850,000

MEASURELESS VALUE!

It could be the
BEST TIME TO SELL

* Values are Increasing  -  Inventory is Low *
Call my Direct Cell Phone  734-740-3000
For a Free Market Analysis - Updated Market Values

WILLIAM C. ASHLEY, JR. (‘BO’)
(June 22, 1944 - December 31, 2013) 
William Conway Ashley, Jr., (“BO”), age 69, of 
Belleville, passed away Tuesday, December 31, 
2013 at St. Joseph Mercy Hospital, Ann Arbor, 
MI. He was born June 22, 1944 in Baltimore, 
Maryland, son of William C. & Madeline Cora 
(Stiltner) Ashley, Sr. 
He was a member of the Belleville High School 
class of 1962. He was a journeyman who worked 
for Ford Motor Company, Horst, Aztec, and 
retired from Delmar after more than ten years of 
loyal service. He was a member of the U.A.W. 
Local 900, and a member of Biker’s United. 
“BO” enjoyed riding his motorcycle, fishing, 
hunting, crafts, model airplanes, cooking, 
western movies and he loved music. 
Mr. Ashley is survived by his wife of over 
31 years, Martha Ashley; four children Jill 
Smallman, Stacy Ashley, Pam Ashley and Bill 
Ashley, all of Belleville; eight grandchildren 
and another on-the-way, a great-granddaughter 
Emma Lucas; two brothers Mike (Chris) 
Ashley of Perronville, MI, and Charles Ashley 
of Belleville; also numerous nieces, nephews, 
cousins and friends. He was preceded in death 

by his parents. 
Visitation was 1-8 PM Monday and 11 AM 
until noon Tuesday, January 7, 2014 at David 
C. Brown Temporary Viewing & Funeral 
Chapel, 500 E. Huron River Dr., Belleville, 
with a noon Funeral Tuesday. Pastor Gordon 
Moore officiated. Interment was in Union-Udell 
Cemetery, Ypsilanti Township, MI. 
Memorial contributions may be made to the 
wishes of the family and would be appreciated. 
Please sign his on-line guest book and share 
a memory for his family to treasure at www.
davidcbrownfh.com .

William Conway Ashley, Jr.

GERALDINE L. LIEDEL
(October 2, 1932 - January 4, 2014) 
Geraldine Louise Liedel, age 81, passed away 
peacefully on Saturday, January 4, 2013 at St. 
Joseph Mercy Hospital, Ann Arbor, MI, held in 
the loving embrace of her family.
She was preceded in death by her husband 
Douglas D. Liedel, granddaughter Danielle 
Rose Bogardus, her parents Gerald L. & Agnes 
E. Savage, sister ShirlyAnn Shyne and brother 
Richard “Nick” Savage.
Geraldine is survived by her children, Rene 
(William) Garrity, Denise (Dennis) Schmidt, 
Jeffrey Liedel, Kimberly (Robert) Ross and 
Christopher (Diann) Liedel.
Geraldine will be remembered for more than 
her special chocolate chip cookies.
Though she met her husband of 55 years, 
Douglas, on a blind date, their vision for raising 
their five children was focused and engaged. 
Together they supported their children through 
scouting, church activities, swim club, school 
academics and activities.
Gerry’s mothering skills extended beyond 

her own five and many consider her Mom #2, 
mentor and confidant. Gerry was a Red Cross 
Volunteer for 20 years, fulfilling a dream that 
began as an LPN at Mount Carmel Mercy 
Hospital, set aside to raise her family.
Bois Blanc Island in the Straits of Mackinac 
was Gerry’s second home and she continued 
ties with many from that community. For 
several years, Gerry was owner/manager of the 
BBI General Store with Doug. On the Island, 
Gerry found peace and serenity with her stacks 
of books and sharing many beach fires, sunsets 
and Camp Magic Forest with her grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren.
Affectionately known as Grandma Gerry or 
GiGi, Gerry delighted in her grandchildren: 
Bryan (Marsha) Bogardus, Dena (Angel) Reyes, 
Lee (Laura) Schmidt, Lindsay (Richard) Miller, 
Jared Liedel, Lanya (Ben) Hinckley, Arra 
(Zachary) Kidder, Asha Ross, Graham Ross and 
Lauren Liedel, and 15 great-grandchildren. She 
passed onto them all her love of reading, joy in 
baking and family traditions.
As a life-long resident of Belleville, Geraldine’s 
family roots can be traced to 1833 through the 
lineage of Cornelius Savage, great-grandfather 
to Gamber Savage, her paternal grandfather.
Her local connections extended beyond familial 
ties to the neighborhood communities of 
Spencer Street, the BHS class of 1950, Edison 
Avenue and Edgedale Drive.
Geraldine was a loyal friend and generous of 
heart.
Visitation will be Friday 4-8 PM and Saturday, 
January 11, 2014 from 11 AM-noon with 
a noon funeral service at David C. Brown 
Temporary Funeral Chapel, 500 E. Huron River 
Dr., Belleville. Rev. Jim Walker will officiate. 
Inurnment will be in Hillside Cemetery, 
Belleville. 

In lieu of flowers, the family asks that Gerry 
be remembered for her hometown roots, joy of 
reading and love of animals through donations 
to: Belleville Area District Library, Cheboygan 
Area Public Library, Belleville Area Historical 
Society or Animal Care Fund at Belleville 
Animal Hospital.
Please sign her on-line guest book and share 
a memory for her family to treasure at www.
davidcbrownfh.com . 

   • Thursday, Jan. 9 – Keystone Academy Board 
of Directors, 6 p.m. Also, Belleville Planning 
Commission, scheduled for 7:30 p.m. has been 
cancelled due to “lack of business.”
   • Monday, Jan. 13 – Van Buren Township 
Board of Trustees work/study session, 4 p.m.
   • Tuesday, Jan. 14 – Van Buren Township 
September Days Endowment Committee, 11 
a.m. Also, VBT Local Development Financing 
Authority (LDFA), 2 p.m. Also, Sumpter 
Township workshop at 6 p.m., followed by 
regular meeting at 6:30 p.m. Also, VBT Board 
of Trustees, regular meeting, 7 p.m. Also, 
Belleville Area District Library Board, 7 p.m.
   • Wednesday, Jan. 15 – Van Buren Township 
Planning Staff Review, 1-4 p.m. Also, Belleville 
Downtown Development Authority, 6 p.m. 
Also, VBT Environmental Commission, 7 p.m.
   • Tuesday, Jan. 21 – Belleville City Council, 
7:30 p.m.
   • Wednesday, Jan. 22 – Van Buren Township 
Planning Commission, 7:30 p.m. On the 
agenda: Proposed construction for Bethany 
Bible Church, Tucker Insurance, and Clark gas 
station.
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Where you’ll find the most unique collection
of gifts & decor for your family and friends.

Cards
Home Decor
Heritage Lace
Baby
Inspirational Throws
Swan Creek Candles
Country Home Creations Dip Mixes

Remembrance Collection
Music Boxes
Porcelain Dolls
Baptism/Christening Gifts
Military/Armed Forces Decor

Gift
CertifiCateS

HOURS:
Tues., Thurs. & Fri.

10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday

Noon - 6:00 p.m.
Saturday

10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Closed Sunday & Monday
Closed Dec. 31, Jan. 1 & 2

Marti’s Gift Gallery
668 E. Huron River Drive

Belleville, MI 48111     734-699-GIFT

40% OFF CHRISTMAS ITEMS, EXCEPT THROWSSnowstorm
(continued from page 1)

60 Main Street, Downtown Belleville
Open 7 Days 6am – 11pm • (734) 697-3033

SAM’S PLACE
FAMILY DINING

10% OFF
Minimum $4.25 Purchase

Entire
Bill

Not valid on specials. With coupon only. Coupon may 
not be combined. Dine-in only. Expires 1/31/2014

BAI

FREE
Minimum $4.25 Purchase. Limit 1 per coupon.

Homemade

Rice Pudding
or Ice Cream

Not valid on specials. With coupon only. Coupon may 
not be combined. Dine-in only. Expires 1/31/2014

BAI

• Try Our Delicious Homemade Stir Frys,
Greek Salads, Stuffed Cabbage,

   Perogies & Other Polish Combos
• All You Can Eat Fish  – $7.99 Everyday
• Daily Lunch & Dinner Specials

Mini Breakfast  – $1.99
EGGS, HASH BROWNS,

BACON OR SAUSAGE/TOAST
With purchase of beverage per person
Mon-Fri 6am-11am. Not valid on specials. With coupon only. 

Coupon may not be combined. Dine-in only. Expires 1/31/2014
BAI

BAI

Mini Breakfast  – $1.99
EGGS, HASH BROWNS,

BACON OR SAUSAGE/TOAST
With purchase of beverage per person
Mon-Fri 6am-11am. Not valid on specials. With coupon only. 

Coupon may not be combined. Dine-in only. Expires 1/31/2014

6.4” and 4.4” of snow fell in the Jan. 1-2 
storm and 10.2” and .8” fell in the Jan 5-
6 storm – about 11” each storm. It settled 
down to 16” on the ground on Monday, when 
temperatures plummeted and ice became a 
problem on the roads.
   Belleville Police Chief Gene Taylor said 
people in the city were driving with caution 
and there were only a few fender-benders. 
However, some people got stuck in their 
driveways, he noted.
   Chief Taylor said the police department’s 
newly painted Humvee (no graphics yet) was 
put into service during the storm Sunday and 
was ready for emergency use on Monday.
   He said Wayne County Roads did a very 
good job clearing area roads, with the 
exception of Hull Road, which was covered 
in high snow Monday morning.
   Belleville Fire Chief Loranger told 
the city council Monday that on Sunday 
evening Huron Valley Ambulance and a fire 
department emergency crew had to send for 

the DPW to shovel a patient out of a house 
on Roland Street because they couldn’t get 
to the house.

Temporary warming center
   On Tuesday morning, there was a 
disruption of the flow of natural gas to 
the Archwood, Lighthouse, and Bellridge 
apartment complexes on the North I-94 
Service Drive in VBT, with a loss of heat to 
the apartments.
   VBT Supervisor Linda Combs invited 
those from the apartments to the Recreation 
Center at the township hall as a temporary 
warming center until heat could be restored 
to their apartments. And, heat was restored 
later Tuesday.
   Supervisor Combs said this warming 
center is not exclusive to these residents 
and all residents without heat are welcome. 
She said the township recreation center is 
open from 7:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. and anyone is 
welcome to come in to get warm and, during 
the summer, come in to get cool.
  The Senior Center, Recreation Center, 
Otisville/Sheldon room and Board room are 
available for this use, she said.
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Snow Emergency
(continued from page 1)

BREAKFAST 
SERVED

ALL DAY!

9624 Belleville Road, Belleville, MI
734-697-1000

Hours: Monday - Saturday 6am – 10pm  •  Sunday 7am – 9pm

No Coupons Necessary!
Every Tuesday

  • 1/3lb Burger -- $2.99
  • Sliders, Fries & Pop -- $7.99
  • 1/2lb California Burger, Fries & Pop 
      $7.99 
  • 1/2lb Ultimate Cheese Burger, Fries
      & Pop -- $7.99 
  • 1/2lb California Burger, Fries & Pop 
      $7.99
  • California Chicken Burger, Fries & 
      Pop -- $7.99
  • Turkey Burger, Fries & Pop -- $7.99
  • Salmon Burger, Fries & Pop -- $7.99

Every Wednesday & Friday

  • All You Can Eat Fish -- $8.99
  • Fish Sandwich, Fries & Pop -- $7.99
  • 21 Shrimp Basket, Fries & Pop -- $7.99
  • Tuna Wrap, Fries & Pop -- $7.99
  • Tuna Melt, Fries & Pop -- $7.99
  • Lake Perch, Fries & Pop 2pc -- $6.99
  • Lake Perch, Fries & Pop 3pc -- $7.99
  • Lake Perch, Fries & Pop 4pc -- $8.99

We Have A Clown
Every Monday 6–8pm

Bring Your Kids for Face Painting

and Free Balloon Fun!

Chicken
WingsEvery Wednesday All Day!

Small Greek Salad with a Cup of Soup Only 
$5.99

No Coupon Needed!

Fish &
Chips

Monday - Friday
Breakfast Specials

6am - 11am
Starting at only $1.99

No Coupon Needed!

Coney
Island

FISH & CHIPS
EVERY FRIDAY

99¢
CONEYS

EVERY MONDAY

Every Thursday All Day!
Gyro or Chicken Gyro with fries Only $5.99

No Coupon Needed!

www.leosconeyisland.com
Chicken
Kebob

SEAFOOD
SPECIALS

Every Wednesday & Friday

ALL YOu CAN
EAT FISH

$8.99

They’re reading the Independent
everywhere

   Bob and Ginny Dawson of Belleville read their Independent at their winter 
residence at Nettles Island, Florida – temps in the 70s.
   You are invited to submit a photo of someone reading the Independent in an exotic 
location. Please include the name and address of the person you wish to get the free 
subscription when it is printed. Include your phone number if you want us to let you 
know just before goes in the paper. A person may use this offer to get a total of two 
free subscriptions.
   If you aren’t going to an exotic location, just send us $30 for postage to an address inside 
Michigan or $35 out of state, and we’ll provide mail delivery of the Independent so you won’t 
miss a single, exciting issue.

   Councilman Tom Fielder said the threat 
would be “to move off the street so we can 
plow,” but he doesn’t think J&T Towing 
would want to come into such a situation.
   Brian Copsey said from the audience that 
instead of towing, the city could “throw on 
a $25 ticket.”
   Councilwoman Tindall agreed that people 
could be warned, “This will happen if you 
don’t move and give them a $25 ticket the 
first time and then a $50 ticket the second 
time.”
   She said the city uses Nixle to alert 
residents and could use it to declare a Snow 
Emergency. She said the city needs a really 
strong “public awareness thing,” especially 
about using Nixle. (Anyone can sign up for 
Nixle alerts without charge by going to 
Nixle.com .)
   Mayor Pro-Tem Jack Loria said some 
people park on the street during snow 
removal because they get blocked in by the 
snow thrown up by city plows over their 
driveway entrances.
   Belleville Fire Chief Brian Loranger said 
when the county plows West Columbia 
Avenue at Five Points it throws slush right 
up over his sidewalk at his business.
   “I don’t want to be a big ogre,” Tindall 
said, “but it’s a safety issue.”
   Mayor Kerreen Conley said the council 
will look at Snow Emergency and other 
weather issues in coming meetings.
   Chief Loranger said he had problems 
with the way the snow was removed at the 
fire hall. He said he had to bring equipment 
to the hall to remove snow because the city 
hadn’t done so.
   He said the city’s protocol is to wait 
until they get four inches of snow before 
plowing and wait until the storm stops 
before plowing. He said if there is more 
than an inch at the fire hall it’s difficult to 
get equipment in and out of the hall.
   He said the DPW has to remove the 
snow all the way up to the fire hall doors 
or the fire fighters have to shovel the snow 
themselves.
   Chief Loranger said the police department 
had its driveway plowed by a personal 
service last week.
   Councilwoman Tindall said maybe there 
should be a protocol for the DPW since 
the director lives out of the area and DPW 
workers living locally could see better what 
the local conditions are.
   Mayor Conley said the DPW crews 
started snow removal at 10 p.m. Sunday.
   Chief Loranger said on Sunday night, 
they had to get the DPW to shovel a patient 
out of a home on Roland Street because 
the Huron Valley Ambulance and fire 
department emergency crews couldn’t get 
to the house because the street was so bad.
   In other business at Monday’s 28-minute 
meeting the council:
   • Approved the 2014 Cruisin’ on the 
Bayou Car Show for 5-9 p.m. Mondays 
from June through September, with the 
closing of Main Street between Third and 
Fifth, part of Fourth and Roys Street (to 
the alley), and use of Fourth Street Square. 

Brian Copsey said he’d like to see more 
nonprofits use the Fourth Street Square 
during the event to raise money for their 
projects or adopt dogs out like Friends of 
Michigan Animals Rescue did last summer. 
Chief Loranger said there was a safety 
issue of cars moving around on the street 
when it is closed down. Loria agreed those 
at the car show can’t walk in the middle 
of the street anymore because of moving 
vehicles. Copsey said they would address 
that problem;
   • Approved accounts payable of 
$153,684.62 and departmental purchases in 
excess of $500: to Argus-Hazco, $740.40 
for repair of gas monitors for the fire 
department; to Blue Ribbon Contracting, 
$4,000 for leaf disposal; to Code Savvy, 
$750 for plan review for building 
department; to Johnston Lithograph, $621 
for office supplies; to J&T Aggregate, 
$540 for concrete removal for the water 
department; to Metro Environmental, 
$1,213.75 for vactor service for the water 
department; and to R.L. Evans Electric, 
$1,685 for repair/replacement of lights;
   • Heard Loria say he was uncomfortable 
about the $4,000 disposal charge approved 
that evening to Blue Ribbon for picking up 
the residents’ leaves. He said in Gaylord, 
residents bring their leaves to the DPW and 
dump them there. The DPW turns the pile 
and when it is compost, the residents can 
pick it up and use it in their yards. Mayor 
Conley said the usual problem is where 
to put it because nobody wants it in their 
backyards. Suggestions included the old 
skate park and the city lot next to the DPW 
yard where the house burned down. Loria 
asked the council to look at the idea to see 
if it’s feasible and if it could work;
   • Heard the mayor thank people in the 
city who move snow for their neighbors, 
including her neighbor who hand-shoveled 
snow from her burned house that is awaiting 
repairs;
   • Heard Tindall ask about the considerate 
amount of Board of Review refunds on 
the voucher list. Mayor Conley said in 
December the Board of Review deals with 

clerical errors or those who didn’t get their 
Homestead Exemption when they should. 
Clerk/Treasurer Lisa Long said there is a 
new veteran exemption and one person has 
applied; and
   • Heard City Manager Diana Kollmeyer 
is enjoying the warm weather in Florida 
during her vacation days there.

Birthdays
   Jan. 1 – Reinard Heininger
   Jan. 4 – Amber Laginess
   Jan. 5 – Cathy Currier
   Jan. 7 – Donald Currier, Jr.
   Jan. 11 – Lance McArthur, Beverly Berec
   Jan. 21 – Lisa Posegay
   Jan. 23 – Jamie Lagi
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HEATING & COOLING • SALES & SERVICE
299 INDUSTRIAL DR.
SUITE A, BELLEVILLE (734)697-4650

Got an old furnace?
Save up to 20% off 

your annual gas
usage with a carrier®

High efficiency
2 Stage furnace!Action Mechanical Coupon. Not to be combined with any other offer.

BAI

furnace
PreciSion
tune-uP$89 With Coupon
Limited time offer.

HEATING & COOLING
CTION MECHANICAL

District Library
(continued from page 3)

BAD CREDIT, BANKRUPTCY, FORECLOSURE OK. LARGE POOL, PLAYGROUNDS AND CLUBHOUSE.

                                                                                                                              

$ 50.00 OFF
BRING THIS COUPON FOR $50 OFF CLOSING

rAWSONVILLE WOODS
10825 Rawsonville Rd. 

Belleville, MI 48111 

734-461-6700

                          

FIRST MONTH RENT FREE TO QUALIFIED APPLICA HOMES FOR SALE AS LOW AS $1.

$100.00 DISCOUNT ON SITE RENT FOR QUALIFIED HOMES. HOMES FOR RENT FROM $600 MONTHLY.

BAD CREDIT, BANKRUPTCY, FORECLOSURE OK. LARGE POOL, PLAYGROUNDS AND CLUBHOUSE.

Massey who does a lot of public art. “He 
likes to talk to the community … That 
should happen sometime early on … The 
community should have the opportunity 
to get involved,” Miller said. “The big 
challenge is who’s going to pay for it,” 
Whisler said. “Some put 1% aside for art 
… using public money … but you don’t 
want the public to be critical”;
   • Local History room. Whisler said 
about 400 square feet, about half the size 
of the program room at the current library, 
is being set aside for Local History in the 
new building. “That’s really sad,” said 
Ginger Bruder from the audience. “It’s 
not very much space to hold our past in.” 
Bruder said the Local History room should 
have its own computer for a genealogist to 
work on in there. Whisler said if they see 
the need to add space to that room, they 
can do it; and
   • Entrance on the lake? The committee 
talked a lot about having the front door 
facing Belleville Road and another entrance 
on a terrace in the back, where people 
could come in to get coffee or snacks in 
the café and then go out and sit on the steps 
and soak up the sun. “If we had a terrace on 
the children’s area, we would have to have 
them fenced in – in a nice way,” Whisler 
said. Committee chairwoman Cichewicz 
said they wouldn’t be able to control 
materials going in and out with two doors. 
Whisler said they could talk to the DDA 
about enhancing this into more of a lake 

walk and this wouldn’t have to be solved 
prior to the bond issue. Whisler said there 
is a separate access for bathrooms for the 
fisher folk. “It’s almost better not to have 
a door (on the lake) than making people 
angry because there’s a door that they can’t 
come in,” Whisler said.
   The building designed for Option C1 has 
a 26,000-square-foot footprint and 50,000 
square feet of total area on two floors.
Friends of the Library Annual Meeting
   At 2 p.m., Saturday, Jan. 25, the Friends of 
the Library will hold their annual meeting 
and architect Whisler will present the 
latest sketches, site plans, and other plans 
for the new library. The public is invited. 
Refreshments will be served.

Sarah Jaromin makes 
Dean’s List, earns award
at Cooley Law School
   Sarah Jaromin of Hudsonville made 
the Dean’s List and earned a Certificate 
of Merit in Securities Regulations at the 
Thomas M. Cooley Law School.
   She is a graduate of Belleville High 
School and the daughter of Dennis and 
Janet Jaromin of Belleville.

Robin sighting: -12 degrees
   Pastor John Losen called in a robin sighting at 
10:34 a.m. Tuesday, Jan. 7. Pastor Losen said a 
robin with a bright red breast was sitting out in 
the big tree in his backyard on Hannan Road in 
Van Buren Township. The temperature was 12 
degrees below zero.
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with Bob Mytych

Minding
Your Business

“The fact that man knows right from 
wrong proves his intellectual superiority 
to other creatures; but the fact that he can 
do wrong proves his moral inferiority to 

any creature that cannot.”
– Mark Twain

By Jason Goldman, Esq.
and Bryan Suliman, Esq.

SERVICES

Home Improvement & 
Handyman Service

Painting, Drywall, Carpentry, 
Electrical, Plumbing,

Ceramic Tile, Kitchens & Bath.
Serving Belleville Since 

1995. Call Aaron Schultz 
@ 734-740-0628

Call FIRST CLASS LANDSCAPING
(734) 699-4711

FREE ESTIMATES!!!
YEAR RouND SERvICES
Weekly Mowing, Aerations, 
De-Thatching, Seed & Sod, 

Tree, Bush & Stump Removal 
And Much More!

www.FIRSTCLASSLANDSCAPING.net

Take Advantage of Early Bird Rates!

Gerry’s 
Small

Engine
Repair

Call 734-461-0158

JNG Auction Services
881 Sumpter Rd.

January (Live) Estate Auctions:
Dates TBA

January Online Auctions:
10th-15th & 24th-29th

Accepting quality items & new clients
www.JNGAUCTIONS.com
734-489-4636
THE Q OPENING SOON!

------------
LOCAL HANDYMAN – SOME Jobs
too LARGE – NO JOB too SMALL.
Residential Snow Removal
LICENSED & REFERENCES.
(734) 765-9224                                      TFN

------------
C.T.S. AUTO Engines, Transmissions
Discount Prices         -         Guaranteed!
(734) 282-1700                                      TFN

------------
MATURE & RELIABLE woman
looking to provide help for the elderly
with chores, shopping, laundry,
appointments, etc.  Reasonable Rates.
(734) 231-3289                                  1/09

------------

   Goldman Suliman, PLLC, is a Belleville 
law firm that was started by Jason Goldman 
and Bryan Suliman in order to serve the 
Belleville-area community. In this and 
future articles we will be covering legal 
issues commonly faced by Belleville-area 
residents. Our goal is to help you better 
understand the law. 

-----------
   Now that the holiday season is behind 
us, it’s only appropriate that we discuss 
something drastically less festive: taxes. 
This article will provide you with some 
general information to assist you in 
challenging your property tax assessment. 
In short, we are trying to help you save 
money. Since each township has its own 
specific procedures, the information that 
we are providing you with may vary 
depending on your municipality.
   In Michigan, the General Property Tax 
Act provides for the establishment of 
boards of review for cities and townships. 
One of the board’s primary functions is to 
hear appeals from taxpayers who want to 
challenge the values of their property as set 
forth in the notices of assessment that are 
sent to each individual taxpayer. 
   The board of review must meet on the 
second Monday in March, unless the 
legislative body of the city or township 
states otherwise. The city or township 
board of review must meet a total of at 
least 12 hours during the week beginning 
the second Monday in March to hear 
taxpayer protests. After the hearing, the 
board of review may decide to change the 
assessed value or tentative taxable value of 
the challenged property. 
   Your township or city may allow you to 
file a protest before the board of review by 
letter and without a personal appearance. 
The township or city assessing officer must 
include a statement notifying you of the 
option to appear before the board of review 
by letter in the assessment notice sent out 
to you. You can certainly retain an attorney 
to handle this entire process for you.
   If you would like further information 
regarding this issue, or any other issues 
that you are having, please contact us at 
(734) 699-7360.

Van Buren Area Little 
League sets registration 
dates for upcoming season
   The Van Buren Area Little League (VBALL) 
has set the following walk-in registration 
dates for the 2014 season:
   • Saturday, Jan. 11, 3:30-5:30 p.m., Van 
Buren Township Hall;
   • Wednesday, Jan. 15, 6-8 p.m., McBride 
Middle School;
   • Saturday, Jan. 25, 3:30-5:30 p.m., Van 
Buren Township Hall;
   • Wednesday, Jan. 29, 6-8 p.m., McBride 
Middle School;
   • Saturday, Feb. 8, Van Buren Township 
Hall, 3:30-5:30 p.m.;
   • Wednesday, Feb. 12, 6-8 p.m., McBride 
Middle School;
   • Saturday, Feb. 22, 3:30-5:30 p.., Van 
Buren Township Hall; and
   • Wednesday, Feb. 26, 6-8 p.m., McBride 
Middle School.
   Fees are:
   • T-Ball (Boys and Girls, ages 4-6), $40; 
    • Coach pitch (Baseball/Softball, ages 7-
8), $80;
   • Minors (Baseball and Softball, ages 9-10), 
$110; and
   • Majors (Baseball and Softball, ages 11-
12), $120.
   Mail in registrations to: VBALL, P.O. Box 
95, Belleville, MI 48112.
   Or, go on line to www.
VanBurenAreaLittleLeague.org (Blue 
Sombrero).
   Make checks payable to Van Buren Area 
Little League or VBALL. Please bring a 
photocopy of the child’s birth certificate for 
registration.

Rawsonville Woods, a manufactured home 
community located on Rawsonville Road a 
few miles south of Willis Road in Sumpter 
Township, is offering first month rent free to 
qualified applicants on homes as low as $1, 
and $100 discounts on site rent. Rental homes 
are available from $600 a  month. Applicants 
with bad credit, bankruptcy, and foreclosure 
are welcome. See their ad in today’s paper for 
a coupon for $50 off your closing costs. For 
info, call Donna at (734) 461-6700.

***
The Lunch Box on Main Street in 

Downtown Belleville announces $5 lunch 
deals every Monday through Friday, from 
11a.m. to 2 p.m. Dine-in only. See their ad 
in today’s paper for the menu lineup. The 
Lunch Box also offers a huge selection of 
gourmet sandwiches, burgers, wraps, salads, 
homemade soups, cakes, floats, milkshakes, 
and old-fashioned sodas. They will even 
deliver with a $7 minimum. Their ad also 
features a coupon for free delivery. To order, 
call (734) 391-8281. 

***
The Belleville Area Museum presents 

Third Thursday Lecture Series kick-off 
on Jan. 16, at 6:30 p.m. with Lost Detroit 
Photographer Sean Doerr, who will 
present historical and current photographs 
of Detroit’s grand architecture. Pizza and 
light refreshments will be served beginning 
at 6 p.m. and RSVP is encouraged. Call 697-
1944. 
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Dedicated & Reliable 
Bus Drivers for

Permanent Positions 
for Van Buren Public 

Schools. Starting Pay: 
$11.50/hour.

Call 734-699-5100

HIRING IMMEDIATELY

DIRECT CARE ASSISTANT
Feel great about the work that you do helping people 

we serve in residential settings. Country home. Training 
provided. $8.40 total per hr. plus good benefits.

Call (734) 753-4804 New Boston
Email resume to: recruiter@questserv.org

There's a good chance we're right in your
neighborhood. We're looking for Direct Care

Assistants to support persons we serve in their 
homes in the Belleville & Romulus communities. 

$8.25 total per hr. plus good benefits.
Call (734) 699-3808 or (734) 699-6543
Email resume to: recruiter@questserv.org

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

FOR SALE

HAY FOR SALE
Round Bales Only.
Leave Message.

734-587-2344
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Apartment Communities in Belleville, and Ypsilanti, are looking
to fill full time positions with fair pay, and benefits to
Dependable, and Enthusiastic people with experience in
Management, Maintenance, and Housekeeping. Must have
a valid driver’s license, and the Maintenance position
requires basic knowledge of plumbing, electrical, and HVAC
Certification. If you qualify for any of the above positions
please send your resume´ via e-mail to tuscanmanor@att.net, fax
(734) 699-2651, or drop it off at Tuscan Manor office in Belleville.

WANTED:
JUNK CARS
Running or Not. Top $

Paid. Call For Free
Pickup. Drive In For

Extra Dollars.
734-282-1700

WE BUY
JUNK CARS
7 Days A Week For

$300 & Up!
Cash Paid!

(734) 787-1444

WANTED

RAWSONVILLE WOODS
Bankruptcy, Foreclosures

and bad credit ok.
Handyman Homes starting at $1.

Rental homes available
Ask about our specials
734-461-6700

MOBILE HOME FOR SALE

------------
FIREWOOD FOR SALE.
(734) 672-0931                                  1/16

------------
OPTREL WELDING Helmet, $80.  
SPRINT Galaxy III, $100.  Redwing Em-
broidered Jacket, $80.  Ski boots 27.5, 
Skies & Poles, $100.  (734) 732-1054  1/23

------------

C.T.S. AUTO Engines, Transmissions     
Discount Prices      -      Guaranteed!            
(734) 282-1700                                      TFN

------------

VEHICLE FOR SALE

------------
WANTED – ANY SIZE MEN’S  JEANS
for the homeless.  Please drop off at 
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Drive.
(734) 697-5600                                     TFN

------------
WANTED – SMALL CONTAINERS
of Shampoo, Toothpaste, etc. to take 
to homeless in Detroit.   Drop off at 
Bladez‘s, 601 E. Huron River Dr.
(734) 697-5600                                      TFN

------------

JOE WALKER            LENMOORE ST.
You’ve won a dozen free roses.  Pick 
them up at Main St. Flower’s down-
town, Belleville.  (734) 697-7400 or
www.mainstreetflowersbelleville.com  TFN

------------

FREE

MALE GREYISH LAP CAT Free to 
good home.  (734) 262-6267              1/09

------------
FRIGIDARE black wall mount
microwave,   Frigidare black glass top 
electric stove.  48” round breakfast ta-
ble & 3 chairs.  Free (you pick up).  Call 
Christine or Joe.  (734) 546-4420       1/23

------------

1 BEDROOM, PRIVATE BATH.
$400/mo.   (734) 474-7685                 1/09

-----------
EFFICIENCY - $385/mo. includes
water.  105 Wexford, Belleville.  Close 
to I-94 & 275.  5 miles from airport.     
(734) 730-8286                             1/23

------------
1 BR. APT. lower level corner or 
5th & Liberty St.  $575/mo. plus
security.  Includes heat & water.  1 yr. 
lease.  Must have good credit.  No Pets.                  
(734) 945-2409                          TFN

------------

FREE

FOR RENT

MANUFACTURED HOMES FOR SALE

HOLIDAY
SPECIAL!
2 Bed, 1 Bath
For as little as

$9, 995!*

Call Sun Communities
Lakeview Today

888-219-5958
Or apply online

www.freemobilehomes.net
WAC, EHO. Expires 12/31/2013

*some restrictions apply. NMLS #33675

------------
AREA TRAINEE for local Real
Estate Firm.  For appointment call
(734) 697-1800                                      TFN

------------
EXPERIENCED Bartender Wanted.  
Van Buren Eagles.  Apply in Person.
9961 Beck Rd.                                  TFN

------------
Drivers CDL-A:  Lots of Miles.  Great 
Pay/Benefits & Bonuses.  Home
Weekly.  No Slip Seat.  No Touch.
Newer Equipment.  (855) 219-4838   1/23

------------

The Belleville-Area
Independent New Website
is Now Online! Visit us @

bellevilleareaindependent.com
Read The Newspaper 

On The Web!
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Van Buren Township
Police Dispatch Log

Sumpter Township
Police Dispatch Log

Belleville Police
Dispatch Log
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45915 S. I-94 Service Dr., Belleville

DOUBLE COMBINATION PLATES - $9.00
SINGLE COMBINATION PLATES - $6.50 - $7.00

10% OFF

HourS
Mon.-THurS. 11aM-10pM

FrI. 11aM - 11pM
SaT. 12pM-11pM
Sun. 12pM-10pM

(734) 699-1550

Any Entree (Includes Carry Out Orders)
or Buffet Purchase Per Person

Dine-in Or Carry Out
Chinese & american Food

BUDwEISEr BOTTLES - $2, wINE AvAILABLE!

CHIna KIng Coupon
Coupon ExpIrES January 31, 2014

Next to the Belleville Post Office

HOTSPOT

The following are selected calls for VBT Police.
Sunday, Dec. 29:
   0004 – harassment call, Maple Dr.
   0106 – fight, W. Huron River Dr.
   0108 – assault & battery, Meadows Ln.
   0504 – suspicious person, S. Bellridge Dr.
   0604 – property damage accident, Bemis/Lohr
   0816 – hospice, Jackson St.
   1013 – shots fired, Rawsonville/Snow
   1125 – property damage accident, South/Wabash
   1232 – mental, Anna Dr.
   1251 – ordinance violation, Sumpter/Hull
   1540 – shots fired, Old Denton/s. I-94 Service
   1732 – hospice, Van Buren Ct.
   1925 – assault & battery, Stonebridge Dr.
   2030 – fraud, Belleville Rd.
Monday, Dec. 30:
   0811 – assault & battery, Victoria St.
   0949 – assault & battery, Denton Rd.
   1005 – back check complaint, 46425 Tyler Rd.
   1056 – fraud, Parkwood Dr.
   1232 – fraud, Denton Rd.
   1509 – malicious destruction of property, no location 
given
   1805 – fraud, Marlowe Ave.
   1815 – assault & battery, Rogers Ave.
   1948 – fraud, Rawsonville
   2030 – harassment call, Maple Dr.
   2043 – suicide/or attempt, Country Walk Blvd.
Tuesday, Dec. 31:
   0018 – noise complaint, Meadows Circle
   0045 – ATV/ORV complaint, Hull Rd.
   0326 – property damage accident, Haggerty Rd. / E. 
Huron River Dr.
   0652 – assault & battery, Parkside Dr.
   0756 – holdup alarm, no location given
   1144 – holdup alarm, Belleville Rd.
   1441 – assault & battery, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1457 – assault & battery, Lake Villa Dr.
   1502 – larceny, Belleville Rd.
   1606 – larceny, Belleville Rd.
   1620 – larceny, Richard Run
   1630 – driving  under the influence of liquor, W. 
Sadie Ln.
   1650 – fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1652 – mental, Tyler Rd.
   1816 – shots fired, Tavistock Dr.
   1855 – shots fired, Lohr
   2357 – disturbance, Belleville
Wednesday, Jan. 1:
   0004 – shots fired, N. Ponderosa Trl.
   0013 – disturbance, S. Bellridge Dr.
   0026 – shots fired, Tyler Rd./Lancaster Dr.
   0024 – suspicious situation, Maurice Dr.
   0041 – fireworks, Jewell Ave.
   0059 – breaking & entering, Westlake
   0103 – assault & battery, Beckley Rd.
   0146 – assault & battery, Lake Villa Dr.
   0149 – agency assist, Lake Villa Dr.
   0206 – agency assist, WB I-94/Haggerty
   0255 – noise complaint, Lighthouse Dr.
   0326 – breaking & entering, 11520 Beckley
   0338 – property damage accident, Ecorse/Denton
   0354 – assault & battery, Brandi
   0425 – fight, Park Estates
   0449 – assault & battery, Brandi
   0507 – intimidation threat, N. Ponderosa Trl.
   1412 – assault & battery, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1523 – domestic violence, Lighthouse Dr.
   2003 – larceny from auto, N. I-94 Service Dr.
   2111 – agency assist, WB I-94/Belleville
   2116 – property damage accident, WB I-94 / 
Rawsonville
   2129 – assault & battery, Vista Dr.
   2137 – assault & battery, Denton Rd.
Thursday, Jan. 2:
   0002 – harassment call, Village Green Ln.
   0632 – holdup alarm, Belleville Rd.
   0838 – property damage accident, N. I-94 Service
   1005 – suspicious person, Westlake
   1046 – property damage accident, S. Service / 
Lodge Lanes
   1248 – property damage accident, Belleville / 
Applebee’s
   1320 – fraud, Parkwood Dr.
   1437 – property damage accident, Van Buren St.
   1803 – personal injury accident, EB I-94 / 

Rawsonville
   2000 – property damage accident, Michigan/Dellor
   2026 – property damage accident, EB I-94 / 
Belleville
   2032 – water leak found, Sonrisa
   2137 – property damage accident, NB I-275 / 
Ecorse
   2305 – property damage accident, Michigan Ave. 
/ bypass
   2348 – property damage accident, Michigan / 
Denton
Friday, Jan. 3:
   0109 – larceny, Van Born
   0206 – ATV/ORV complaint, Hull Rd.
   0206 – assault & battery, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   0303 – water leak found, Parkwood
   0536 – property damage accident, Arborview Ln.
   0553 – property damage accident, Michigan / 
bypass
   0819 – larceny from auto, Country Walk Blvd.
   0834 – private property accident, Ecorse Rd.
   0906 – property damage accident, Hannan/Ecorse
   0948 – larceny from auto, Hanover Dr.
   1017 – larceny, S.  I-94 Service Dr.
   1034 – larceny from auto, Hanover Dr.
   1245 – property damage accident, Ecorse/Hannan
   1307 – private property accident, Denton
   1354 – suspicious situation, Oak Ln.
   1406 – property damage accident, Ecorse / 
Belleville
   1412 – unauthorized driving away of auto, Bayshore 
Dr.
   1414 – property damage accident, Belleville / 
Ecorse
   1422 – property damage accident, Ecorse / 
Belleville
   1524 – property damage accident, Tyler/Haggerty
   1532 – property damage accident, Belleville/I-94
   1607 – property damage accident, Belleville/Tyler
   1747 – assault & battery, Hull Rd.
   1903 – assault & battery, Winding Pond Dr.
   2152 – assault & battery, Meadows Cir.
Saturday, Jan. 4:
   0028 – property damage accident, Morton  Taylor 
/ Tyler
   0133 – noise complaint, N. I-94 Service Dr.
   0149 – disturbance, BP Belleville
   0212 – noise complaint, N. I-94 Service Dr.
   0305 – suicide or attempt, Maurice Dr.
   0305 – fight, Haggerty Rd.
   0308 – noise complaint, S. Bellridge Dr.
   0336 – assault & battery, Edison Lake Rd.
   1343 – property damage accident, Ecorse Service 
Dr. A / Denton Rd.
   1547 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd.
   1852 – suicide or attempt., Huron River Dr.
   2034 – private property accident, Van Born Rd.
   2308 – harassment call, Borgman Ave.
Also on this week’s log are 51 traffic stops, four of 
which were on the I-94 freeway.

Sunday, Dec. 29:
   0115 – agency assist, Meadows Ln.
   0337 – suspicious vehicle, Belle Villa Blvd. / 
Estrada Dr.
   0357 – disturbance, Belle Villa Blvd.
   0732 – assist fire dept., N. Liberty St.
   1117 – assist fire dept., Harbour Pointe Dr.
   1125 – property damage accident, South St./W. 
Wabash Ave.
   2309 – warrant arrest, Main St.
   2345 – suspicious situation, no location given
Monday, Dec. 30:
   0113 – mental, Harbour Pointe Dr.
   0941 – domestic assault, Loza Ln.
   1154 – assist fire dept., Loza Ln.
   1201 – dumping complaint, Sumpter
   1523 – assist fire dept., W. Columbia Ave.
   1634 – background investigation, N. Edgemont
   1640 – background investigation, Daisy
   1642 – background investigation, Sumpter
   1654 – background investigation, Sumpter
   2019 – assist fire dept., Carmell St.
   2042 – assist fire dept., Santa Clara St.
   2119 – larceny, Henry St.
Tuesday, Dec. 31:
   0127 – domestic assault, Church St.

   1022 – vehicle lockout, Carmell St.
   1309 – malicious destruction of property, E. Huron 
River Dr.
   1810 – assist fire dept., W. Columbia Ave.
   1951 – suspicious situation, Belle Villa/Sumpter
   2006 – domestic assault, Clarence St.
Wednesday, Jan. 1:
   0030 – suspicious situation, W. Columbia
   0100 – suspicious situation, 275 W. Columbia Ave., 
Columbia Court
   1256 – malicious destruction of property, E. 
Columbia Ave./S. Liberty St.
   1702 – assist fire dept., Henry St.
   1739 – civil matter, Main St.
   2144 – agency assist, Vista
Thursday, Jan. 2:
   0005 – motorist assist, Church St./W. Columbia
   0036 – suspicious vehicle, Brain St.
   0217 – assist fire dept., Sumpter Rd.
   0218 – assist fire dept., Henry St.
   1138 – vehicle lockout, Estrada Dr.
   1436 – intrusion alarm, W. Columbia Ave.
   1515 – mental, Loza Ln.
   2027 – follow-up, Main St.
   2138 – traffic hazard, High St./Edison Ave.
Friday, Jan. 3:
   0140 – assist fire dept., Carmell St.
   0331 – domestic assault, Carmell St.
   0829 – parking complaint, Fourth/Liberty
   0904 – miscellaneous complaint, Owen Middle 
School
   1351 – malicious destruction of property, S. Liberty 
St. / E. Huron River Dr.
   1356 – missing person, W. Columbia Ave.
   1851 – family trouble, Main St.
   1942 – property damage accident, Fifth St.
   1945 – warrant arrest, S. Liberty St.
Saturday, Jan. 4:
   0138 – assist fire dept., Harbour Pointe Dr.
   0709 – civil matter, Main St.
   0822 – vehicle repossession, Church St.
   1033 – juvenile complaint, First St.
   1511 – intrusion alarm, W. Columbia Ave.
   1641 – E-911 hang up/investigation, Fourth St.
   1657 – welfare check, E. Waterbury Ct.
   2116 – E-911 hand up/investigation, Oxford Ct.
Also on this week’s log are 26 traffic stops.

Sunday, Dec. 29:
   0059 – suspicious incident, Wyoming
   0229 – warrant arrest, out of township
   0857 – personal injury accident, 20000 bl. Sumpter
   0906 – mental health commitment, 23000 bl. Karr
   1458 – shots fired, 22000 bl. Bohn Rd.
   1702 – suspicious incident, Utah
   1731 – mental health commitment, 26000 bl. Elwell 
Rd.
   1818 – animal complaint, 44000 bl. Judd Rd.
   2042 – assist other agency, out of township
   2323 – warrant arrest, out of township
Monday, Dec. 30:
   2204 – mental health commitment, 22000 bl. Bohn
Tuesday, Dec. 31:
   0704 – death investigation, 26000 bl. Elwell Rd.

   1055 – citizen assist, 28000 bl. Karr Rd.
   1242 – property damage accident, Sumpter/Kozma
   1441 – animal complaint, 48000 bl. Judd Rd.
   1504 – civil dispute, Wayside
   1521 – threats complaint, 22000 bl. Bohn Rd.
   1708 – family trouble, 22000 bl. Bohn Rd.
   1752 – traffic hazard, Willis/Lohr
Wednesday, Jan. 1:
   0149 – citizen assist, Sumpter/Bemis
   0313 – suspicious vehicle, 25000 bl. Sherwood Rd.
   0359 – suspicious person, Sumpter/Judd
   0407 – alarm, 21000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   0635 – citizen assist, 19000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1101 – well-being check, 42000 bl. Harris Rd.
   1848 – civil dispute, 21000 bl. Wilmot Rd.
Thursday, Jan. 2:
   0724 – alarm, 8300 bl. Rawsonville Rd.
   0803 – animal complaint, Willis/Sumpter
   1056 – citizen assist, Sumpter/Wear
   1113 – accidental damage report, 41000 bl. Judd
   1230 – neighbor dispute, 21000 bl. Bohn Rd.
   1405 – malicious destruction of property, 26000 bl. 
Sumpter Rd.
   2037 – recovered stolen vehicle, 51000 bl. Willis 
   2145 – larceny, 45000 bl. Judd Rd.
   2226 – off road vehicle complaint, Martinsville / 
Bemis
   2246 – fire dept. assist, 45000 bl. Judd Rd.
Friday, Jan. 3:
   1145 – fire dept. assist, 42000 bl. Arkona Rd.
   1405 – animal complaint, 48000 bl. Wear Rd.
   2324 – larceny, 51000 bl. Willis Rd.
Saturday, Jan. 4:
   0027 – off road vehicle complaint, 21000 bl. Karr
   0118 – citizen assist, 20000 bl. Sunpter Rd.
   0118 – fire dept. assist, 44000 bl. Willow Rd.
   1040 – property damage accident, 9200 bl. 
Rawsonville Rd.
   1110 – family trouble, Montana
   1520 – civil dispute, 22000 bl. Martinsville Rd.
   1629 – civil dispute, Texas
   1708 – accidental damage report, 51000 bl. Wear
   1758 – threats complaint, 22000 bl. Bohn Rd.
   2242 – flee & elude, 45000 bl. Willis Rd.
Also on this week’s log are six follow-up 
investigations, 24 miscellaneous details, 71 patrol 
checks, and 18 traffic stops.
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Lodge
   Lanes

For Info Visit
www.LodgeLanes.com

9 Pin no TaP
Doubles anD singles

Fri. 10:00pm & sat. 10:00pm

734-697-9178
46255 I-94 S. Service Dr.  •  Belleville

Lodge
   Lanes

11824 Belleville Road, Belleville

Dr. Robert Kennedy, O.D.
(734) 699-1010

www.perspectiveeyecare.com

$25 OFF COMPLETE PAIR
Some restrictions apply, not applicable with insurance, must present coupon at 

time of purchase. Perspective Eyecare offer expires January 31, 2014.
BAI

Belleville Area Chamber of Commerce Business of the Year 2013

All Insurances Welcome
Ltd. Lifetime Guarantee

Rental Car Assist
R.V. Repair
Auto Glass

Motorcycle
& Watercraft

James Chudzinski Owner
21585 Sumpter Rd.
Belleville, MI 48111

734.699.7758
jim@sumptercollision.com
www.sumptercollision.com

Tricia Risdon took a picture on Sunday 
morning of a bald eagle perched on a pine 
tree waiting to catch his breakfast in 
the open waters of Belleville Lake.
The Risdons live on the lake in the 
City of Belleville.
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Atchinson Ford Sales, Inc.
9800 Belleville Rd.
Belleville, MI 48111

734-697-9161
www.atchinson.net

*A/Z Plan Pricing. 10,500 miles per year. Includes Factory and Renewal Rebate. Requires $2000 due at signing plus taxes and plates. With Approved Credit. **A/Z Plan Pricing. All rebates to Dealer.  May require Ford Credit Financing. Plus taxes and fees. May require trade-in.

used car special

2014
FusiON se

24 month lease for

$162/mo.*
Up To $2,500 in RebaTes.

bUy FoR $19,920

2014 escape se
24 month lease for

$172/mo.*
Up To $2,500 in RebaTes. bUy FoR $21,785

2013 edge se
Only a few left! 24 month lease for

$198/mo.*
Up To $3,500 in RebaTes. bUy FoR $23,017

2014
FOcus se

24 month lease for

$136/mo.*
Up To $3,000 in RebaTes.

bUy FoR $15,343

2013 F-150
super cab XlT 4X4

V-8, Chrome Pkg. Only a few left!
24 month lease for

$259/mo.*
Up To $7,250 in RebaTes.

bUy FoR $28,543

$$ HUGE OFFERS $$
ON YOUR NEXT VEHICLE 

LEASE OR PURCHASE!
Atchinson Ford hAs Been AwArded the

President’s AwArd From Ford motor

comPAny! it’s the highest Achievement

we cAn receive in customer sAtisFAction!

2012 FleX aWd
Ecoboost, Leather, Moonroof

only $27,999

Have You Considered

Moving into a new HoMe?

Have you thought about 
living in a manufactured 

home but didn’t want to buy 
one. Check out our lease 

with option to buy program.

“Like” Van Buren Estates
Manufactured Home Community

on Facebook and stay up to 
date on our newest homes 

and incentives!

Or visit our website: www.FranklinHomeSales.com/VB

START THE 
NEW YEAR 
IN A NEW 

HOME!
Now Through February 28, 2014,

We’ll Match Your Down Payment Of 
Up To $2,000 On Any New or Franklin 

Owned Home! Call For Details.

A Premier Manufactured Home Community

$5
Lunches

Dine-In
Only

Monday – Friday

10 a.M. – 2 p.M.
Choose FroM...

• super naChos

• Bratwurst & Fries

• sloppy Joe & Fries

• 3 ChiCken strips & Fries

• 2 loose Burgers & Fries

• greek salad

562 Main St., Belleville
(734) 391-8281

OPEN
Monday - Saturday 10 a.M. - 9 p.M.  •  Sunday 11 a.M. - 7 p.M.

• Fresh Gourmet BurGers &
   sandwiches

• Fresh wraps & salads

• coneys, Fish & shrimp

• homemade soup, cakes &
   milkshakes

• daily lunch specials

• we deliver -- $7 minimum

FREE
DELIVERY

w/Coupon
The Lunch Box 

Coupon Expires 2/28/14
BAI


