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Independent photo by Rosemary K. Otzman
On Monday, Lou Kovach, with the help of his surveyor and a friend, put up a metal 
fence at the corner of his property at Bemis and Martinsville roads, the former site of 
Coy Kendall greenhouses. With the fence, Kovach is drawing a line in the sand with Van 
Buren Township officials, who are considering his parcel split request, while asking for 
an easement for a new water line.

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   Before he died, Homer Morris asked his 
friend and benefactor Lou Kovach to make 
sure to finish their project to split the Coy 
Kendall greenhouse property and to take 
care of Homer’s wife Jean, “the best he 
can.”
   Kovach is trying to honor that promise, 
but, he said, Van Buren Township has 
put up roadblocks over the past decade. 
Kovach is asking the public, especially 
those who knew Homer and Jean and 
remembered their greenhouse, to help him 
with his mission.
   Here’s the story of how Kovach got on 
his mission.
   Wellington “Bill” Coykendall and his 
sister Ina Belle Coykendall Baum started 
the greenhouse at the corner of Bemis and 
Martinsville roads in 1924, the outgrowth 
of daily trips to Detroit markets, according 
to the local history book, “Water Under 
the Bridge”. Their grandfather Hiram 
Coykendall was an elected constable in 

VBT resident stymied in plan to 
fulfill promise to deceased friend

VBT from 1891 to 1895.
   When Kovach was growing up on 
Burtrig Road, he remembers looking up 
to Homer Morris and Jean (Baum) Morris 
and admiring their work at the nearby 
greenhouse at the corner of Bemis and 
Martinsville roads. They were successful 
people and he wanted to grow up to be 
successful, too.
   He considered Homer a second father and 
a mentor in his youth.
   Lou Kovach grew up to be a techie, 
and very successful with more than two 
dozen patents to his credit. He said he 
was impressed that Homer eventually 
built a greenhouse with computerized 
temperature and humidity controls and 
automatic closing of windows instead of 
using cranks.
   But in more recent years, the greenhouse, 
which had just begun wholesaling plants to 
Home Depot and Meijer, had a couple of 
crop failures through unfortunate accidents, 
when an employee used the wrong spray 

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

    On Monday, the Belleville City Council 
unanimously gave its blessing to activities 
on Oct. 13 to mark the 100th anniversary of 
the Belleville Fire Department.
   The celebration will be held in conjunction 
with the annual Harvest Fest downtown and 
will include a parade of fire apparatus at 
10:30 a.m., a display of vintage fire trucks 
at Victory Park, parking of visiting fire 
trucks along Main Street, and a dramatic 
release of lighted Chinese lanterns at dusk 
from the Denton Road Bridge.
   Fire Fighter Colette McClinton is in 
charge of arrangements for the celebration 
and she explained it all to the council.
   There was a lot of discussion about the 
paper lanterns, which are small hot air 
balloons, with a little fire source to heat up 
the air that causes them to soar. Most of the 
retail Sky Lanterns are 40” tall and create a 
bright light as they fly skyward.
   McClinton said they don’t have the 
lanterns in hand, as yet.
   City Manager Diana Kollmeyer told the 
council she had called the DNR to see if 
it had any problem with lighted lanterns 
soaring over the lake. She reported the 
DNR official she talked to didn’t know 
what a Chinese lantern was and said there 
were no rules against them. He wanted to 
know when they were going up so he could 
come out and see them.
   When someone asked if they shouldn’t ask 
nearby Willow Run Airport if the lighted 
lanterns would interfere with flights, a fire 
fighter left the room and called the airport. 
He explained that he worked at Willow 
Run and called his coworkers. He reported 
he was told to call back during business 
hours to talk about it.
   “Maybe I shouldn’t have called,” he 
said.
   Attorney George Chedraue said he liked 
the plans for the celebration, but he was 

concerned about the liability of the lighted 
lanterns, because there were houses not far 
from the bridge.
   “I would be concerned with everything 
that goes up, because it has to come 
down … There have been lawsuits on this 
issue…” Chedraue said.
   “I get it and I know you’re an attorney 
and your brain goes that way,” said 
Councilwoman Kim Tindall, saying the 
council can’t be afraid of getting sued over 
everything.
   The council was assured that Chinese 
lanterns are used around the world for 
celebrations.
   After getting the city’s approval of 
the events planned for the celebration, 
McClinton said she will next ask Van Buren 
Township for its OK because the bridge is 
in the township.
   In other business at Monday’s meeting, 
the council:
  • Approved closing High Street from 11 
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. on Memorial Day, May 
28, for the eighth-annual Thunder Rolls in 
Belleville event, as requested by Kathie 
Steigerwald of Brown Family Center and 
David C. Brown Funeral Home, which 
sponsors the memorial event. A convoy of 
motorcycles on a ride to benefit veterans is 
also part of the activities;
  • Approved submitting an S-2 grant 
application to the DEQ in an attempt to 
get up to $1 million with a 10% match to 
clean and televise the city’s sewer system, 
some parts of which are 60 years old. A 
part of the grant requires seeking a low-
cost SRF loan from the state, or using 
other funding, to begin fixing the problems 
identified, which was estimated to be a 
10-year program. Mayor Kerreen Conley 
said it essential to assess the integrity of 
the sewer pipes before an emergency, 
such as a sinkhole swallowing up a car, so 
the city can prioritize what needs fixing. 

Belleville Fire Dept. to celebrate 100 
years with parade, soaring lanterns
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Visit www.burhopscollision.com

734-699-3641
Weekdays 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Serving the Local Area Since 1946
Loaner Vehicles Available
State Certified Technicians

Deductible Assistance Available
We Work With All Insurance Co.

Limited Lifetime Guarantee
Glass Replacement/Chip Repair

Towing Available

112 Davis Street, Belleville
South of 5-Points parallel with railroad tracks

Office: 734-753-4905
Ken: 734-250-1968
Mark: 734-502-3383

SERVING BELLEVILLE &
SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES

2ND GENERATION ROOFERS

For all of your outdoor needs
•  Landscape design/install
•  New and renovations
•  Ponds, waterfalls, streams
•  Brick pavers, Flagstone
•  Retaining walls
•  Grading and draining issues
•  Boulders and boulder walls
•  Sod and sod repairs
•  Putting greens(real or synthetic)
•  Gravel drive restoration
•  Licensed & Insured

TKO is a landscape company located here 
in Belleville. With over 25 years experience, 
we can transform any property into a thing of 
beauty. We do all types of landscaping from 

new construction to planting annuals and 
anything in between. If you can dream it, we 
can make it a reality. We offer discounts to 
police/fire personnel, military families and 

seniors (60+). Spring is here so don’t hesitate 
to call to discuss your needs.

Tony Koenig Outdoors
Belleville, Mi.
734-732-0679

tkoenigoutdoors@aol.com

                       Mother’s Day Special
FREE Kimono Robe Set with 

$200 purchase 
*While supplies last

INTIMATES
TiffanyQ
Cup sizes up to N

Wacoal
Goddess

Enell Sports
elomi

Le Mystere
SPANX

When you need a good bra…

2057 Rawsonville Rd (in the Big Kmart plaza) • Belleville • 734-547-0477 • tiffanyQintimates.com
Tuesday – Saturday 11:30 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Louise, Nancy & Sue

Sue Smith, Formerly oF Denny’S Salon,
anD nancy thiel are now at BlaDez!

601 E. Huron River  Drive
Belleville, MI 48111

734-697-5600

Hair Studio • Color SpeCialiStS

open sunday & monday Too!
salon stylist & nail tech wanted!

shellac nails - $25
We do Bridal partieS!

Visit: www.bladezhairstudio.com
see other specials on FaceBooK!

Women's cuts  ~  $13
men’s cuts  ~  $8

WE’RE OPEN FOR THE SEASON!
“Growing Plants For Over 50 Years”

Mothers’ Day Is May 13th!

Zywicki Greenhouses, Inc.
  50705 Willow Rd., Belleville, MI  48111

4 Mile East of Rawsonville Rd.,
3 Miles West of Sumpter Rd.

OPEN 7 DAYS
8am – 7pm

(734) 461-6197
www.ZywickiGreenhouse.com

• Bedding Plants
• Flats • Planters
• Hanging Baskets
• Window Boxes
• Rose Bushes
• Much More

Over 24 Varieties 
of Tomato Plants 
& Some Heirlooms.

Many Other
Vegetable Plants 
to Choose From!

For The Control of Ants, Bees, Fleas, 
Bed Bugs, Rats, Mice, Roaches,

Spiders, & Other Pests.
LICENSED / INSURED

Senior Discounts
Serving WAYNE COUNTY

& Surrounding Areas.
Commercial & Residential Service

“Ask About Our
Money Back Guarantee”

734-699-6889  866-55-HONEY
(554-6639)

Hollow's landscape supply
www.BushelCenter.com

6280 Rawsonville Rd.
(734) 482-sand (7263)

Buy 3 yards of our
Green Garden Blends

& Get 1 yard free!
Sold by weight. Not valid with

any other offer. Expires 6/4/2012

One Call Does It All...
...At The Independent

734-699-9020

HOUSE MAIDS
“A clean house is a happy house”

Call 734-334-8027
Email

housemaids1@yahoo.com

$6999*

*Most Houses

Call
Now!

Weekly, Bi-weekly cleaning
Moving in or out cleaning

One time cleaning
Best rates in town
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SECOND FRONT PAGE
VBT parcel splits

(continued from page 1)

and killed all the plants. The deliveries to 
customers was disrupted, there were other 
problems and financial problems grew.
   One day, Kovach visited and found Homer 
staring out the window at the greenhouse. 
Kovach remembered noticing that Homer 
had a new printer, one of the first that 
printed on fabric. Kovach recalled saying, 
“I hope you got the service agreement.”
   Homer said he couldn’t afford to buy the 
agreement.
   Then he poured out his problems to his 
friend. He said he had remortgaged his 
house for $350,000 and put it all into the 
greenhouse and it failed. He figured the 
only way to recoup his loss was to tear 
down the greenhouse and sell the land, but 
he didn’t have the money to tear it down.
   If he lost the land over unpaid property 
taxes and the house over an unpaid 
mortgage, “Everything I have would be 
gone,” he told Kovach.
  “I’ll help you,” Kovach said, without a 
second thought.
   They got a few price quotes on the job, 
with some as high as $400,000. Kovach 
asked his friend of 40 years Tom Tinsley 
for advice and Tinsley suggested Waldo, 
who would do it for $210,000.
   “So, I loaned Homer the money and told 
him not to worry about it. We’ll figure it 
out.”
   That was in 2005. Every day Homer would 
go to the site next door to his house and 
help Waldo with the demolition. Kovach 
said Homer had more life to him now that 
they had a plan for him to get back on his 
feet and get the house back for Jean.
   “The day before it was done, [in 2006] 
Homer was on a bulldozer helping and he 
had a heart attack,” Kovach recalled.
   “I didn’t realize it was the beginning of a 
crazy amount of back luck a person could 
have,” Kovach said.
   “I believe he actually died and came back 
a different person. Something happened to 
him,” Kovach said.
   At the time lots were selling for $40,000 
each in that area, so if the 9 acres or so was 
split, he could get his house back from the 
bank and pay back Kovach.
   Homer tried to move forward with his 
project and talked with Bryce Kelley who 
helped him draw up a plan for the lot splits, 
Kovach said. Kelley was the director of 
planning and economic development at the 
time.
   Kovach paid for a survey and paid the 
township for an application for Homer to 
get his lot splits.
   “We thought we had Bryce Kelley’s 
support,” Kovach said, adding the surveyor 
drew a master plan based on what Bryce 
Kelley had designed. There were to be a 
number of sites they could sell for people 
to build upon, with a possible combination 

with Homer’s home site acreage, in case 
there were problems with setbacks.
   “But, Homer wasn’t the fighter he was 
before his heart attack,” Kovach recalled. 
“Homer called Bryce Kelley every week 
and each time he was told next week, next 
week.
   “When Bryce Kelley left, there was no 
tomorrow,” Kovach recalled, referring to 
late 2008 after a new administration was 
elected to VBT office.
   Kovach said they had been talking with 
Susan Ireland, as well, and she seemed to 
have an issue with the project, because of 
the flag lots.
   “I never really wanted this land,” Kovach 
said on Friday, but Homer urged him to 
make sure he finished the project and took 
care of Jean, “the best you can”.
   “Homer had some serious financial 
problems and couldn’t pay the taxes,” 
Kovach recalled, noting that he has a 
quarter of a million dollars now invested 
in the project.
   Kovach said Homer wanted to die in his 
house and, “We were able to do that.”
   Six months after Homer’s death the bank 
contacted Jean and said it was foreclosing.
   “All the dominoes were falling,” Kovach 
said.
   After Homer’s heart attack, Kovach 
realized that everything had been done in a 
gentleman’s agreement, so they drew up a 

mortgage between them.
   Then there was a forfeiture notice on the 
property for non-payment of taxes, “So, 
I had to go to the county, step in and try 
to get my money back and help Jean. To 
finish the project.”
   Kovach said he paid the back taxes and 
now is the owner of record.
   “I was involved from the beginning,” he 
said. On May 1, he submitted the paperwork 
for the split request and paid $1,000 for the 
township to consider the splits.
   Kovach said there was no support from 
the township and he was told to take the 
project to the Board of Zoning Appeals.
   Kovach said the plan originally was put 
together by one of the township officials 
and now they were turning away from it.
   “I don’t know what damage this does to 
this community,” Kovach said of the splits 
so people can buy lots in the country and 
build their dream homes. He isn’t building 
a subdivision.
   “I never wanted this land, but the county 
would have gotten it if I hadn’t paid the 
taxes,” Kovach.
   “Hope, despair, hope, despair. It’s such 
a sad ending. Homer tried to take care of 
everyone.”
   Kovach said he was recently amazed at 
the audacity of the township. After giving 
them such a hard time on the splits over 
several years, the township asked for his 

cooperation in giving up an easement for 
a water project.
   “I refused. I told them you must make this 
right and then I’ll cooperate,” Kovach said, 
adding he did not believe the new water line 
past his property was in the public interest 
because everyone along Bemis already is 
hooked into the Sumpter water line.
   He said the county wouldn’t allow the 
water line to be put in its right of way¸ so 
the township had to seek easements from 
property owners.
   Last week, Kovach and his attorney 
John Day, and his neighbor Eric Long, met 
with Dave Nummer from the township’s 
engineering consultant Wade Trim.
   Kovach told Nummer when the property 
split is resolved he’ll sign the easement. 
Kovach said Nummer wanted Kovach to 
sign the easement first and then he would 
look at helping with the split.
   There was what Nummer perceived as 
a confrontation and he shut down the 
meeting, Kovach said.
   On Monday, Kovach erected a 2 ½ 
foot tall corner fence on the greenhouse 
property (with proper approval from the 
township) and is waiting to see if the water 
line excavation necessary at that corner to 
install a gate valve can be done without 
moving his fence.
   “If the fence goes down, John Day 
already has the complaint ready to file,” 
Kovach said.
   Kovach said he was drawing a line in the 
sand with this fence.
   Kovach said he offered to sign the 
easement if the township would pay the 
property taxes for two years, which amount 
to about $20,000. The township wasn’t 
interested and Kovach wasn’t surprised.
   Another problem he had with the 
township was that while Homer was sick 
the township continued to tax the vacant 
land as if the greenhouses were still there, 
running him out of funds.
   “It’s like a mission for me to fulfill 
Homer’s wishes,” Kovach said. “I hope the 
people of the community will help me.”

VBT expects to deny 
Kovach’s lot splits, drags 
feet on getting files 

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   On May 1, Louis Kovach gave Van 
Buren Township $1,000 to have his lot 
split request of the former Coy Kendall 
greenhouse property considered by the 
Parcel Division Board.
   On Friday, Linda Stevenson, Executive 
Assistant/Assessment Coordinator, said 
the Parcel Division Board is made up of 
DPW Director Tom McDonald, Planning 
and Economic Development Director Terry 
Carroll, and herself.
   They will consider the splits, but she said 
the flag lots included are a problem.
   She said the plan doesn’t meet the lot split 
ordinance or, possibly, the Land Division 
Act.
   She said actually Kovach should have 
been charged $1,250, rather than the 
$1,000, because the charge is $250 per 
application review for each new lot.
   Stevenson said, as of Friday, the Parcel 
Division Board had not met. She said it 
usually takes a week for a decision on a 
split.
   When asked if the board will explain 
why it denied the split and how to get an 
approval, she said it would. But it would 

cost again for the revised request.
   Supervisor Paul White said lot splits go 
to the ZBA because of the flag lots and 
Kovach refused to go to the ZBA.
   When questioned by the Independent, 
Supervisor White backed down and agreed 
that an issue can’t go to the ZBA until it has 
first been turned down by the township and 
the township hadn’t turned it down yet.
   Stevenson said the township will probably 
turn it down. But, she said she has seen the 
ZBA approve splits that the township has 
denied.
   Kovach claimed that Homer Morris had 
applied for the split in the past and paid 
a fee, but Stevenson knew nothing about 
it. Susan Ireland would have been in her 
position if Morris had asked for a split in 
past years.
   The Independent asked to see Stevenson’s 
file on the property and the building 
department’s file on the property, but 
White did not authorize that, saying the 
Independent would have to file a Freedom 
of Information Act request, which it did on 
Friday, asking only to review the files, with 
no copies requested.
   Finally, on Tuesday, the Independent 
was allowed to see the township’s files on 
the greenhouse property. The drawings by 
Bryce Kelley, which Kovach said where a 
part of the record, were not included in the 
files.

Arts Council sets
May �0 turkey dinner
 
   The Belleville Area Council for the Arts 
will hold a “post Mother’s Day” fund-
raising dinner from 1 to 5 p.m. on Sunday, 
May 20, at Belleville’s Masonic Temple.
   The dinner will include turkey and stuffing 
with all the trimmings and a selection of 
chocolate desserts. Dinners are $9 each for 
adults and $5 for children 10 and under.
   Dinners will be available “to go”.
   A Chinese Auction will also be held.
   The monthly fund-raising dinners are to 
help fund BACA’s planned new building 
on Main Street.
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   Colin Jordan is back on the job delivering 
mail to businesses and residences in 
downtown Belleville. He returned to his 
route as of May 1 and we are all very happy 
to see him again. He has finally, pretty-
much healed from his motorcycle accident 
on April 12, 2011. He came back to work 
in August and then a few months later had 
to take time for more surgery.

***
   You may have noticed the Van Buren 
Township police officers now are wearing 
“garrison” hats when they are on outside 
duty. I hear it’s a new directive from 
Captain Greg Laurain. Romulus PD also 
wears garrison hats as part of the Class A 
uniform rules.
   VBT Lt. Dennis Brooks was wearing a 
hat in the picture of the duckling rescue on 
our front page April 26.
   I remember the late Eddie Womack, 
when he was Sumpter Police Chief, had his 
officers wear the garrison hats on duty. He 
said people respond with more respect to 
an officer that looks even taller with such 
a hat.

***
   Michael Bess of Van Buren Township 
joined the Midland Police Department on 
May 1 and Midland City Hall was filled 
with people who came to witness Bess and 
two others become the city’s newest police 
officers.
   The City Council made a big fuss over the 
three and held a badge pinning ceremony, 
with Bess’ mother doing the honors for 
him.
   The Midland Daily News did a story on 
the event, which included details on the 
promotions of two other officers.

   Bess earned an associate degree from 
Schoolcraft College and graduated from the 
Wayne County Regional Police Academy 
in November. He saw Midland was hiring, 
so he applied. It is his first law enforcement 
job.
   Bess is quoted as saying he is excited with 
his new job. “It’s more community based. 
There’s more serving the community than 
reacting to crime,” he said.

***
   On Channel 2 TV Friday and Saturday, 
the story was told of a very ill, 3-year-old 
Ypsilanti girl who wanted an iPad for her 
birthday. When her mother spent $500 
at the Van Buren Township Walmart to 
get it, the package contained only legal 
pads of paper. The store refused to refund 
the money to the mother, Ciera Billups. 
Members of the VBT police and fire 
departments immediately stepped up to get 
the iPad for little Lauren.
   Officer Chris Valinsky and Fire Fighter 
John Henderson were among those shown 
on TV with the bed-bound child.
   The TV station got many calls to help, 
but VBT took care of it first. After all the 
bad publicity, Walmart agreed to refund the 
mother’s money for the iPad that turned 
out to be a box of paper.
   TV 2 received complaints from other 
purchasers of iPads at Walmarts in Metro 
Detroit, but the others got refunds for their 
boxes of what turned out to be legal pads.

***

   On Friday, Mark Pratt of Menlo Park 
Drive, Belleville, dropped by to show me 
a picture he took of a Mallard duck, this 
one sitting on her nest in the alley between 
Third and Fourth streets south of Main 
in downtown Belleville. I told him I was 
pretty much done with writing duck stories. 
He understood, but I 
couldn’t resist just one 
more duck sighting.

***
   On Friday, a Belleville 
couple was arrested 
in Knox County, KY 
after a routine traffic 
stop. In his report, the 
Kentucky State Trooper said the two, their 
three-year-old son, and another man all 
reeked of marijuana and seemed under the 
influence. There was a quantity of MJ and 
rolling papers in the car, he reported.
   The couple, Doyle Crawford, 29, and 
his wife Amber, 27, were charged with 
marijuana possession and endangering the 
welfare of a child. They posted bond and 
the child was put into the custody of his 
grandmother.
   Their passenger, Alan Reinhackel of 
Wayne faced the same charges, but was 
still in the detention center Friday because 
he allegedly was wanted for assault in 
Michigan.
   According to the report on WYMT-TV, 
Doyle said the marijuana was for medicinal 
purposes.

Editorial

FEMA’s new 
floodplain maps may 
affect library site
   Some tri-community residents say a new 
library on the DNR property north of the 
Belleville Bridge would be a beautiful 
entryway to the City of Belleville.
   Others disagree, saying a lakeside library 
would be beautiful, indeed, but on lakeside 
property in the city, to stay within a cultural 
center formed with the museum and 
upcoming arts center.
   At Tuesday’s library board meeting, Diane 
Madigan asked from the audience about the 
impact of the new FEMA floodplain maps, 
putting the DNR site in the floodplain. 
Board president Mary Jane Dawson said 
this information that the proposed library 
site is in the floodplain is new and, “We are 
going to wait to see how things shake out.”
   Madigan said the house next door to the 
DNR site, which has been considered for 
purchase, too, also appears to be in the flood 
zone, so that property would lose value and 
also need flood insurance. Something to 
consider, she said.
   Meanwhile, the City of Belleville is free 
from floodplain designation, according 
to DPS Director Boc, who said FEMA 
delivered the bulky document on the flood 
plain a long time ago. The map on VBT’s 
website shows a sliver of floodplain along the 
lake on Potter Drive and possible floodplain 
along Loza Lane. Otherwise, clear. VBT 
is still waiting for more information from 
FEMA, while Sumpter is moving right 
along, with six properties already removed 
from insurance requirements. The FEMA 
saga continues. 
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LettersLOWEST PRICES ON
TOP QUALITY REBUILT

REFRIGERATORS, STOVES,
WASHERS & DRYERS!

“Warranties On All Appliances”

HOME APPLIANCE OUTLET
10% OFF ANY APPLIANCE w/AD!

734-699-5330
851 Sumpter Rd. - Belleville

1 Mile South of I-94 - Belleville Rd. Exit 190
(Located in Belle Plaza)

• SALES
• SERVICE
• REPAIRS

All Makes & Models
Specialize: Kenmore, Whirlpool, G.E.
used machines for sale 

with guarantee!

(734) 697-7222
19636 Sumpter Road, Belleville, MI 48111

Fraternal
Order of
Eagles

HALL & PAVILION
RENTAL AVAILABLE

9961 Beck Road
Belleville, MI

Weekday and Weekend Rate
Catering Available

Bartending Service Provided

699-8836 (after 12 noon)

Special ServiceS
revival

apostolic Tabernacle
1148 Monroe St., Carleton, Mi 48117

(734) 654-6352
Tuesday, May 8 at 7:30PM

Wednesday, May 9 at 7:30PM
Thursday, May 10 at 7:30PM

Sunday, May 13 at 10:30aM & 6:30PM
Tuesday, May 15 at 7:30PM

Wednesday, May 16 at 7:30PM
Thursday, May 17 at 7:30PM

Sunday, May 20 at 10:30aM & 6:30PM
evangelist Phillips

BARBARA ROGALLE MILLER
Attorney At Law
321 Main Street

Belleville, Michigan 48111
(734) 697-4455 - Fax (734) 697-7177

--Anais Nin

"Life shrinks or expands in
proportion to one's courage."

We need help with senior 
graduation party
To the Editor:
   I am a parent volunteer of the Belleville 
High School Senior Party Planning 
Committee. We need your support to 
have a safe place for the 380+ seniors to 
celebrate, have fun with entertainment, 
activities, food, games, and prizes. This is 
a once-in-a-lifetime memory that we, as a 
community, need to support.
   So, I am calling on all businesses to 
help as well as community members and 
residents. We are in need of prizes and any 
size of monetary gifts. We have letters for 
those of you that need a tax write-off. The 
committee can either pick up your items or 
you can drop them off; just call 734-699-
6994.
   Canton Cinema has generously offered 
to give 25-50% of their sales to our senior 
party planning committee to help make 
this a memorable experience and you can 
help while enjoying a movie. Just come to 
Canton Cinema on Wednesday, May 16, 
2012, from 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. Buy a ticket, 
get some refreshments and sit back and 
watch your movie. THAT’S IT! How easy 
and fun is that?
   For those of you that have already 
donated, I personally thank you. You are 
going to make this a fun annual tradition 
full of memories. The date this year is 
May 24. I am sure that the parents of the 
seniors are grateful, as well, since this is 
a safe place (BHS) for the seniors to have 
the time of their lives, as well as the safety 
of the public.
Kathy Duke, Sumpter Township

Thunder Rolls in 
Belleville comes May 28
To the Editor and Community:
   As Memorial Day approaches, please 
remember that Memorial Day is more than 
a day off from work where we can hold 
barbecues and shop for sales.
   Memorial Day is a day in which we 
should remember our nation’s valiant 
soldiers who, since the founding of this 
great nation, went in harm’s way to protect 
our nation, our citizens and our way of 
life.
   We owe these men and women a debt that 
we can never fully repay. It has been said 
that “Freedom is not free!”
   This Memorial Day, May 28th, we invite 
all of you to come down to Belleville’s 
Horizon Park to experience the 8th annual 
“Thunder Rolls in Belleville”. At 2 p.m. 
in the afternoon a special service will be 
given in honor of all veterans. This tribute 
will be held at the Veteran’s Memorial in 
Horizon Park, located off Belleville Lake 
on High Street.
   During the service there will be a time 
in which the names of veterans who have 
died in the past year will be called out. 
Please call us if you want to add your loved 
one’s name.  
   Preceding the service there is a scenic 
motorcycle run through parts of Van 
Buren, making its way to Belleville’s 
memorial. Participants for the ride can 
register and line up starting at 11 a.m. in 
Wayne County Community College’s front 
parking lot, 9555 Haggerty (exit 192 off of 
I-94 and then north on Haggerty).
   The motorcycles will start out at 1 p.m.,  
arriving at Horizon Park between 2 and 
2:30 pm. The service will begin once the 
bikes have arrived. 
   There is a $10 donation for riders and all 
riders are welcome.The money will benefit 
local veterans and their families.
Call 734-697-5090 or e-mail 
browngriefcenter@yahoo.com for more 
information. 
   The Brown Funeral Home and Brown 
Family Center are very proud to sponsor 
“Thunder Rolls in Belleville”.

Kathie Steigerwald / Mary Martinez
David C. Brown Funeral Home
Belleville
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More Letters

EMail: nettroandco@comcast.net
http://www.angelanettro.featuredwebsite.com

  Residential * Commercial * Vacant * Repos * Short Sales

Fax: (734) 697-3531
152 Main St., Ste. 11, Belleville, MI 48111

Belleville Area Independent

May 10, �01�

A-1 McCormick Inc.
Landscaping • Lawn Service • Maintenance

•Snow Removal    •Power Raking
•Construction Hauling   •Sodding
•Garden & Leaf Removal   •Spring & Fall
•Retaining Walls  Clean-up
•Tree & Shrub Trimming   •Powerwashing
•Grading     •Garage & Basement 
•Landscape Design. Cleanouts Odds & Ends

Phone: 734-528-9802  •  Fax: 734-528-9803
Ann Arbor: 734-845-1703   www.A1mccormick.com

P.O. Box 980069 • Ypsilanti, Michigan 48198

CALL
24

HOURS FREE
ESTIMATES

AUTO • TRUCK • RV REPAIRS
Oil Changes • Brakes • Engine Diagnostics

Tune Ups • DOT Inspections
Family Owned & Operated
superior307@gmail.com

(734) 697-5811
307 Davis St.

Belleville

OPEN
Mon.-Thurs.  8-6

Friday  8-5

LYNN & ARLEEN ROBSON

9015 HAGGERTY RD  PHONE: (734) 397-2252
BELLEVILLE, MICHIGAN 48111 FAX: (734) 699-3399

www.robsonflowers.com

Mother’s
Day is

May 13th!

FEMA Flood Insurance
petition now on line
To the Editor:
   I have written a few letters already, trying 
to get people of Wayne County, especially 
my local residents, to come by my home 
and sign a petition to let the government 
know that we, as a whole, are tired of 
getting billed for everyone else’s mistakes 
and messes that we just can’t afford.
   The more the government tries to find 
ways to line their pockets, charging us 
more nonsense fees, the more the middle 
class will get stretched out until there is no 
more to pull funds from.
   I feel as though this is just another scam 
and I, personally, am getting tired of trying 
to stretch my dollar just to survive while 
others in the government have not even 
thought they could lose their house or how 
to feed their children.
   I just can’t see why they are doing this 
now. Foreclosure rate is at an all-time 
high and rising. With this flood insurance 
demand it will surely only rise. I am sure 
some families are using that $150 a month 
to feed their children. Now they have to 
figure a way to feed their kids or pay flood 
insurance. Hmmm. Let’s see. That’s a 
difficult choice.
   I have received a call from a resident 
who has directed me to a website that I 
submitted a petition. I am hoping I can 
reach more residents through this website. 
For those that cannot leave their home or it 
will just make it easier to sign this petition. 
The website is www.change.org and then 
just look up FEMA flood insurance. Please 
spread the word to whoever you would like 
to because I just have a feeling that Wayne 
County is not the only county that is going 
to be affected. This is just the beginning of 
something larger and I really don’t want to 
just sit back and wait and see what hits us 
next.
   So once again, www.change.org, or come 
by my home and sign the petition, 17500 
Sumpter Road, Belleville. The petition will 
be left on my porch from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
providing no rain in the forecast.
   Thank you in advance for your support. 
Let’s make a stand and a statement.

Kathy Duke, Sumpter resident
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www.janowiakfuneralhome.com

Imagine a setting so comfortable it could put you at ease even during a difficult 
time. Soft soothing colors, thoughtful design, every detail planned to make you 
feel at home.

At Janowiak Funeral Home we pride ourselves at being family owned, residents 
of the community and in business since 1939. We pledge to each family a never 
ending commitment of respect and service to those that place their trust in 
us.Your 100% satisfaction is our goal, anything less is not acceptable.

Simplified Burial & Cremation Packages to Select From.

320 N. Washington St. • Ypsilanti • (734) 482-6000
Christopher S. Janowiak - Manager

Obituaries

VIRGINIA IRENE WALL
(May 30, 1920 – May 1, 2012) 
Mrs. Virginia Irene Wall, 91, passed away on 
May 1, 2012 in Houghton Lake, MI.  She was 
born on May 30, 1920, a daughter of Arl and 
Ruth Mitchell. In 1938 she married Bernard 
Arthur Wall in Indiana. Mr. Wall preceded her 
in death on October 31, 1972.
Virginia was a member of the Belleville United 
Methodist Church, Ford UAW and the Van 
Buren Senior Citizens. She enjoyed crocheting, 
sewing, knitting, ceramics, painting, cake 
decorating, quilting and macrame. She worked 
at Belleville High School and Edgemont School 
in the cafeteria before working at Ford Motor 
Company, retiring in 1982 after 22 years of 
service.
She is survived by her loving children,  Bernard 
“Chum” (Janet) Wall of Romulus and Linda 
Traskos of Belleville.  She was grandmother to 
five grandchildren, five great-grandchildren and 
three great-great- grandchildren.
Also survived by two sisters Doris (Don) 
Bluhm and Betty Charlesworth; brother-in-law 
Robert C. Wall; sister-in-law Esther M. Wall; 
and special daughter-in-law Irene B. Wall.
Virginia was preceded in death by her husband, 
a son Richard A. Wall on April 29, 2009, and 
brother-in-law Lee Charlesworth.
Funeral services were held on Monday, May 
7, at 11 a.m. at the Higgerson & Neal Funeral 
Home, 209 Main St., Belleville, (734) 697-
9400, with Pastor Jim Walker officiating. 
Visitation was held on Sunday, May 6. 
Memorial contributions in Mrs. Wall’s name 
are suggested to The Alzheimer’s Association, 
Greater Michigan Chapter, 20300 Civic Center 
Dr., Suite 100, Southfield, MI  48076-4166 
or Friends of Michigan Animals Rescue, P.O. 
Box 854, Belleville, MI  48112-0854.    www.
hnfhome.com

PAUL FRANKLIN SMITH, II
(June 7, 1976 - April 29, 2012) 
Paul Franklin Smith, II, 35, passed away at 
3:30 p.m. April 29, 2012 at Sky Ridge Medical 
Center, Cleveland, TN.
He was born June 7, 1976 in Ann Arbor, the son 
of Stormy Smith of Belleville.
He is survived by his mother; Grandmother 
Shirley Schettler of Belleville; brother David 
Smith, niece Kayla and nephew Ryan; brother 
Jeremy Smith and Sandy; also Uncle William 
(Michele) Schettler; Aunt Sharlene Davis; Aunt 
Corinne (Mathew) Smith; Uncle Edward (Mae) 
Schettler; Uncle Martin (Dawn) Schettler; and 
many loving cousins and friends.
Paul worked for Denny’s in Belleville for 
many years before transferring to Denny’s in 
Tennessee.
The rites of cremation have taken place. A 
memorial will be held at the P.N.A. Hall at 
45476 Harris Rd., Belleville, MI. Everyone is  
welcome at 1 p.m. Saturday, May 12.  Service 
is at 4 p.m.

Virginia Irene Wall

Paul Franklin Smith, II

JOHN W. ROCKWELL
(April 18, 1929 - April 22, 2012) 
John W. Rockwell, 83, of Punta Gorda, FL, 
passed away Sunday, April 22, 2012, in Port 
Charlotte, FL. He was the only son of John and 
Ethel Rockwell of Romulus. He was a longtime 
Belleville resident and a retiree of Ford Motor 
Co. 
He is survived by his spouse of 61 years, Jane 
(Bradshaw) Rockwell; children Brad (Marla) 
Rockwell of Alton, MO, and Jan (Don) Schrock 
of Hiawassee, GA; grandchildren Ashlee 
(Dorsten) Reynolds, Jacob Dorsten and Bruce 
Webster; great-grandchildren Abigail and 
Emma Reynolds, and also many friends.
Arrangements were by the MedCure donation 
program

VERONICA RUBY MORRIS
(February 23, 1926 - May 5, 2012) 
Veronica Ruby Morris, age 86, of Belleville 
passed away May 5, 2012, at St. Joseph Mercy 
Hospital in Superior Township, MI. She was 
born February 23, 1926 in Wayne, MI, to the 
late Michael and Margaret (Duma) Ruby.
Veronica was a member of Grace Baptist 
Church in Belleville, MI. She was a “Rosie The 
Riveter” who was devoted to her country, her 
husband and her family. She enjoyed playing 
cards with her friends.
Mrs. Morris was preceded in death by 1 brother 
and 4 sisters. She is survived by her loving 
husband, Rex Morris and her children, Sandy 
Armstrong and Peggy Weise, both of Belleville, 
MI. and Roxanne (Dan) Dildine of Brighton, 
MI; also survived by 6 grandchildren, 14 great-
grandchildren, and 2 great-great-grandchildren.
Visitation will be held at David C Brown Funeral 
Home in Belleville, MI on Saturday, May 12, 
2012 from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. with a 12:30 
p.m. Memorial service immediately following. 
Pastor Robert J. White of Grace Baptist Church 
will be officiating.
Memorial contributions may be made to 
American Diabetes Association or American 
Cancer Society and would be appreciated by 
the family.
Please sign Veronica’s on-line guest book and 
share a memory for her family to cherish at 
www.davidcbrownfh.com .

Veronica Ruby Morris

DANIELLE ROSE BOGARDUS
(May 10, 1975 - May 2, 2012) 
Danielle Rose Bogardus, age 36, passed away 
on Wednesday, May 2, 2012 in Augusta, GA as 
the result of a car accident. Danielle is survived 
by two sons, Troy and Matthew; parents, 
Denise (Dennis) Schmidt, Robert (Noel) 
Bogardus; siblings Bryan, Kyle, Dena and Lee; 
grandparents, Robert (Ruth) Bogardus, Gerry 
Liedel and Pansy (Al) Persondek; in addition 
to many aunts, uncles, nephews, nieces and 
cousins. She was preceded in death by her 
maternal grandfather, Doug Liedel. Cremation 
has taken place. A small private family service 
will be held at Hillside Cemetery in Belleville, 
MI. 

Danielle Rose Bogardus

LEONARD WHITEHEAD
Leonard Whitehead, 91, a longtime Sumpter 
Township resident, passed away Tuesday 
afternoon, May 8, 2012. He was the father of 
Elaine (Gene) Taylor. Arrangements have been 
entrusted to David C. Brown Funeral Home, 
Belleville, 734-697-4500.
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Come celebrate National 
Curves Day promoting 

womens health May 17th 
from 8am to 7pm. Free 

food, games, prizes, fun for 
all. 1 day only discounts. 
Free Curves Circuit with 

Zumba class at 9 & 9:30am 
with demos throughtout the 

day. Come see what else 
we have in store for you.

307 Industrial Park Dr
Belleville, Mi 48111
734-697-2000

City Council
(continued from page 1)

Get the free mobile app at
http://gettag.mobi

Obituaries

FRANCES VIRGINIA BLASZAK 
(April 12, 1918 - May 5, 2012) 
Frances Virginia Blaszak, age 94 of Milan, MI, 
formerly of Belleville, MI, passed away on 
Saturday, May 5, 2012 at Fostered Hearts, AFC 
in Milan. She was born on April 12, 1918 in 
Riverview, MI, daughter of Mary and Edward 
(Corevits) Reno.
Frances is survived by her children: Jerome 
(Mary Ann) Blaszak, James Blaszak C.S.C., 
Congregation of Holy Cross, Cascade, CO and 
Maria Blaszak Lehto, Fairborn, OH. She is 
also survived by four loving grandsons: Shane 
(Jamie) Lehto, John (Shelley) Blaszak, Andrew 
(Becky) Blaszak, all of Willis, MI, and Brian 
Lehto of Vancouver, B.C., also great-grandsons 
Ryan Lehto, Lance, Garek and Cooper Blaszak, 
and many nieces, nephews and friends.
She was preceded in death by her parents, her 
sister Virginia Frost, and her husband of 51 
years Sylvester Blaszak.
Frances was a supervisor for Firestone before her 
marriage to Sylvester J. Blaszak on November 
29, 1941. She prided herself on being both a 
homemaker and a farmer, and in later years, a 
caterer for numerous weddings and other social 
gatherings. Throughout the years, Frances 
contributed countless hours to her community, 
church, school, and organization projects and 
serving as election official for Augusta Township 
for several years. She was an active member of 
Polish American Congress and Polish League 
of American Veterans and served as Women’s 
Vice President of PNA Lodge 2984. She was an 
active supporter of Comboni Missions (Verona 
Fathers), Monroe Catholic Central Women’s 
Auxiliary, Congregation of Holy Cross, 4-
H, and St. Anthony Scouts. In 1982, Frances 
was awarded the honor and title of the Polish 
National Alliance Woman of the Year. She was 
a member of St. Anthony’s Women’s Guild. 
Frances had a deep devotion to the Blessed 
Virgin Mary and The Rosary.
Visitation will be on Thursday 5-8 PM and 
Friday 2-8 PM with a 7:30 PM Rosary service 
at David C. Brown Funeral Home, Belleville, 
MI. A Funeral mass will be held on Saturday, 
May 12, 2012 at 11 AM at St. Anthony Catholic 
Church, 409 W. Columbia Avenue, Belleville, 
with Father Thomas H. Cusick as celebrant. 
Interment will follow at Michigan Memorial 
Park, Flat Rock.
In lieu of flowers, donations in Frances’ name 
may be made to St. Anthony Church, St. 
Anthony Boy Scout Troop or Cub Scout Pack 
793, or to Arbor Hospice. Please sign Frances’ 
on line guestbook and share a memory for her 
family to cherish at www.davidcbrownfh.com .

Frances Virginia Blaszak

put your non-perishable donation in a bag by your mailbox.
We’ll deliVer it to a loCal Food banK.

NatioNal PartNers

“Right now ignorance is bliss,” said DPS 
Director Keith Boc, adding, “When we see 
what’s there, we may wonder why it didn’t 
collapse”;
  • Approved a resolution for Wayne County 
Special Events Permits, which holds the 
county harmless, as required by Wayne 
County;
  • Approved a resolution for the Wayne 
County Annual Pavement Restoration 
Permit, holding the county harmless, as 
required by Wayne County;
  • Heard DPS Director Keith Boc say there 
is a third Wayne County resolution required 
and he will present that at the next regular 
meeting;
  • Discussed council members’ work on 
the $2 million-plus FY 2012-13 budget 
now under consideration and reminded 
everyone of the first budget review session, 
which will be held at 6 p.m., Monday, May 
14, with the second review session set for 
6 p.m., Wednesday, May 16;
  • Heard City Manager Kollmeyer report 
she had called Wayne County about the 
Skate Park, but her call has not been 
returned. Mayor Conley said she spoke 
with Commissioner Kevin MacNamara 
about the problems with the Skate Park and 
he said he was surprised to hear the city 
had issues and will look into it. Fire Chief 
Loranger said the last time he was out there, 
there were just bikes (no skateboards) and a 
whole section of the fence was down; and
  • Approved accounts payable, with the 
following departmental purchases in excess 
of $500: to Birchler Arroyo, $1,000 for 
work on the sign ordinance; to Jack Doheny 
$623 for sweeper repair; and to Michigan 
Association of Planning, dues of $625. In 
response to a question from the council, 
Police Chief Gene Taylor explained that 
the $112.50 reflected the reimbursement 
for a damaged fingerprinting machine, 
caused by film makers who recently used 
the police department to shoot some 
scenes. “They really got into their acting 
and damaged the fingerprinting machine, 
but then paid for it,” Chief Taylor said.

Ryan Richter earns BA 
degree at Hope College
   Ryan Richter, son of the Rev. James 
and Sara Richter of Belleville, earned a 
Bachelor of Arts degree in exercise science 
and political science on May 6 at Hope 
College commencement ceremonies.
   Hope College is located in Holland, MI, 
and affiliated with the Reformed Church in 
America.

May Birthdays
   May 8 – John Katona
   May 11 – Ron Pyzik
Do you have a birthday in May? Does anyone 
you know have a May birthday? Call the 
Independent at 699-9020 and let us know. We’ll 
list it in this column ASAP following your call. 
There is no charge.

BYC invites volunteers 
to help with second Lake 
Beautification session
   The first 150 volunteers to register to help 
clean up the Belleville Lake shoreline on 
May 19, will get a custom, bright orange, 
Lake Beautification Project T-shirt.
   At Monday’s meeting of the Belleville 
City Council, Fire Chief Bryan Loranger 
said registration for volunteers will begin 
at 9 a.m. at the BYC property on North 
Liberty Street. Then someone will get up in 
a bucket at 9:45 a.m. to take a group photo 
of the expected large crowd of volunteers 
in their orange shirts.
   Plans call for the teams and locations to 
be assigned and then crews will go out and 
clean up the shoreline from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m.
   Burgers and hot dogs will be served on 
the BYC property from 2 to 4 p.m., with 
all food, equipment, and shirts provided by 
BYC.
   Last year’s effort filled a large dumpster 
with collected debris, which included a 
sailboat, Loranger said. The 2011 project 
included painting over graffiti under the 
Belleville Bridge.
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45915 S. I-94 Service Dr., Belleville

DOUBLE COMBINATION PLATES - $9.00
SINGLE COMBINATION PLATES - $6.50 - $7.00

10% OFF

HourS
Mon.-THurS. 11aM-10pM

FrI. 11aM - 11pM
SaT. 12pM-11pM
Sun. 12pM-10pM

(734) 699-1550

Any Entree (Includes Carry Out Orders)
or Buffet Purchase Per Person

Dine-in Or Carry Out
Chinese & american Food

BUDwEISEr BOTTLES - $2, ALL wINE $2.50 GLASS!

CHIna KIng Coupon
Coupon ExpIrES 5-31-12

Next to the Belleville Post Office

HOTSPOT

We understand tough times and we are here to help! Can’t get time off work
to make an appointment for the vet? Don’t want to pay for an office visit?
Check us out... Low prices, good people and fast service!
Dogs
DHPP, Corona, BDT, Lepto $39
Heartworm Test  $19
Rabies 1 yr.   $14
Rabies 3 yr.   $16
*Discount rates for litters.
De-worming also available

Cats
RCP and Leukemia $29
Rabies 1 yr.  $14
Rabies 3 yr.  $16
Heartworm Test $25

Other Services
Extended Exams (ear. skin, etc.) $18
Pocket Pet Exam  $18
Anal Glands   $12
Micro Chip   $30
Fecal Check   $10
Toe nail trim   $5

Low Cost Wellness/Vaccination Clinic
Vet: Dr. John Hermann, DVM   (313) 686-5701

*Cash or Check (with valid I.D.),  Now Accepting mmmmm

We Offer
frOntline Plus!

neW flu VACCine fOr DOGs AVAilABle
DentistrY PACKAGes stArt @ $115

CAt neuters - $35

Fluff-N-Puff Pet Grooming
Clinics: Mondays 1p.m. - 4 p.m.  •  Fridays 5 p.m. - 8 p.m.

36628 Goddard Rd., Romulus  734-229-0005

Visit Us At:
www.mobilevetclinic.biz

Upcoming Clinics:
PET RESORT, 50425 Bemis Rd., BelleVille, Wed., May 16th, 5-8 p.m.
PET SPA, 5260 Willis Rd., YPsilAnti, Sun., May 20th, 4-6 p.m.

590 E. HURON RIVER DR.
BELLEVILLE, MI

734-697-8533

• STARTERS
• BATTERIES
• ALTERNATORS
• BRAKES
• TRANSMISSIONS
• VINyL LETTERINg & gRAphIcS • ALIgNMENTS

• FRONT END
• ShOcKS
• pOWER STEERINg
• WATER pUMpS
• TUNE-UpS

• BELTS-DRIVE
• ELEcTRIcAL
• TIRES NEW/USED
• WhEEL BEARINg
• A/c   • FUEL pUMp

ANNIVERSARY SPECIAL

CERAMIC BRAKE PAD SPECIAL

with coupon • Not valid with any other offer. Coupon expires May 31, 2012.
Absolute Auto Care Coupon • Limit 1 coupon per person. Absolute Auto Care Coupon • Limit 1 coupon per person.

BAI BAI

with coupon • Not valid with any other offer.

10% OFF
LABOR

15% OFF
LABOR FOR

SENIORS$13495 PER
AXLE

More Letters
Viking Velocity: How the 
$�0,000 was spent
To the Editor:
   As many of you may recall, last September 
the students of North Middle School raised 
nearly $30,000 through a walkathon 
fundraiser named Viking Velocity. Due to 

the overwhelming budget cuts that severely 
impacted school funding, the PTO set its 
first attempt at gaining some control of this 
issue as it affected the students at North.  
   The many modifications occurring 
throughout our district, including the 
uncertainties of next school year, made the 
distribution of the funds a little tricky.
   We also had to take into consideration 
that our new Belleville High School would 
be obtaining new technical equipment and 
would be distributing some of their replaced 
equipment throughout the school district. 

With that said, our plan to purchase new 
computers was postponed until we had a 
better idea of what NMS will obtain from 
the high school.
   Likewise, therein lies the uncertainty of 
teacher placement for next year, so the PTO 
had to make decisions based on proposals 
that would directly affect the majority of 
the students vs. a single classroom. So, with 
a great degree of consideration, the PTO 
has allocated the funds and is very proud to 
reveal this information to our community. 
Here is the breakdown:
   Eight commercial Elliptical machines 
and an XBOX Kinect were awarded to 
the athletic department. These machines 
allow for a low impact cardio workout 
that involves the arms, legs, and core 
musculature. The workouts are important 
in preventing or reducing the risk of heart 
disease while improving heart function, 
encouraging weight loss, burning body fat, 
improving the intake and flow of oxygen, 
improving lung function, lowering bad 
cholesterol, toning muscles, and providing 
the students with increased confidence and 
self esteem.
   Fourteen sets of student response systems 
(commonly known as “clickers”) were 
awarded for multiple classroom use, with 
the goal of eventually obtaining enough 
sets for the entire school. These systems are 
a “way of the future”, a type of technology 
used to promote active learning. With 
clickers, students have an input device 
that allows them to express their views in 
complete anonymity, and the cumulative 
view of the class appears on a public screen. 
Each input device is numbered, however, 
so the instructor can download responses 
for recordkeeping after the class session 
ends. Research has shown that learning 
outcomes are much greater through the use 
of clickers than traditional lecture methods 
or class discussions.  
   To address the extracurricular portion 
of our promise, a motivational assembly 
will be held in the school gym on the 
morning of May 22, each grade addressed 
separately. Jim “Basketball” Jones has been 

empowering kids for over 15 years and has 
conducted over 5,000 shows. His main 
focus is on character, effort, and listening, 
and his program allows kids to participate 
while learning about these important life 
skills.
   It is considered by many as one of the 
best assemblies ever witnessed, and many 
schools request his return year after year!
  You may visit his website at 
<jimbasketballjones.com>. Furthermore, 
Viking Velocity money has also supported 
after-school functions such as the Holiday 
Party in December, a sewing class, and 
a beading class. Also, the class that 
collected the most donations was awarded 
a breakfast.
   The band program was awarded $3,500 
in lieu of their annual magazine fundraiser, 
as Viking Velocity was noted to be the only 
fundraiser for the school year. These funds 
were used for instrument repairs, concerts, 
music software, and for the replacement of 
non-repairable instruments.
   The science department was awarded a 
magazine subscription, and replacement 
bulbs were purchased for projection 
equipment in the math department.
   Finally, $3,500 was saved as “seed 
money” for next year’s walkathon in order 
to cover the expenses of t-shirts, printing 
needs, prizes, advertisements, etc.
   The inconceivable success of the Viking 
Velocity fundraiser has sparked interest 
in other area communities, and we are so 
proud to announce that a Van Buren School 
was the first to attempt an event like this in 
Southeastern Michigan.
   As noted last fall, we aspire to ultimately 
transform this event into a districtwide 
benefit while taking control of the disturbing 
educational cuts that we are facing.
   The children of our community need to 
know that we care, and that complaining 
about a problem won’t solve a problem, 
however exercising a solution carries with 
it the power of trying and the pride of 
success!
   Therefore, South Middle School will 
be teaming up with North Middle School 
for our second annual walkathon in the 
2012/2013 school year! The date has been 
set for Saturday, Oct. 20, with many details 
to follow, so stay tuned!
   “We are only as strong as we are united, as 
weak as we are divided.”  -J.K. Rowling
Amy Quinn, Viking Velocity Chair

Taking part in the Belleville Relay for Life fund 
raiser on Saturday as part of the Atchinson Ford 
Fighters were, from left in front, Deb Lazaroff 
and Daphne French and, in back, Amy Quinn 
and Andrea Rainey. The two-day event to raise 
money for the American Cancer Society was 
held at Quirk Park in Van Buren Township.
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Columbia Court
Apartments

275 W. Columbia • Belleville
Accepting Applications for Individuals 62 & Older

H.U.D. Guidlines Apply
A Senior Facility of National Church Residences

Affordable Housing • Sec 8-202

734-697-8200
Minutes From Shopping, Freeways & Restaurants

$3995

WITH COUPON • SUmPTer AUTO COUPON exPIreS 5-31-12 BAI

WITH COUPON • SUmPTer AUTO COUPON exPIreS 5-31-12 BAI

$3 OFF
REGULAR OIL

CHANGE

COOLANt
ExCHANGE

WITH COUPON • SUmPTer AUTO COUPON exPIreS 5-31-12 BAI

WITH COUPON • SUmPTer AUTO COUPON exPIreS 5-31-12 BAI

$20 OFF
All RepAiRs
OveR $100

Up to 5 Quarts Oil.

+ Anti-Freeze!

$5 OFF
PREMIUM OIL

CHANGE

$10 set OF WipeR
BlAdes

instAlled
(Most Cars) + Taxes

Go To Where The Pros Go!
Monday through Friday

8:00aM to 5:00pM

We Pay UP To $1000 ToWard

yoUr dedUcTable!

734-858-4401

Affordable
Body and Paint
Custom Painting

Frame Work

we’re not
the only 

smoke shop 
in town, but 

we’re the

best!
Serving The

CommuniTy SinCe 1999

NEW LOCATION!

B
e

ll
e
vi

ll
e

 R
d

. Located next

to Big Boy
Mon-Sat 9-7
Sunday 11-4

Behind Firestone

$56.99

$47.19 $56.99

$53.99

$60.99

$4.89
$10.99

$12.59 $13.99

GAMBLER
TOBACCO

$13.49 +tax

$70.99

$7.16 $62.99

$18.89 $18.89

$41.99 $51.49

$57.49
$13.59 + tax

$11.99 $26.99

$47.19

$12.99
$5.99

$11.99$2.99

$38.99 $3.99

$14.99 + tax

$10.99 + tax
$14.99 + tax

$46.99

$46.99
$11.99 WE LOVE OUR

CUSTOMERS!

Furnaces Installed
as low as $1750

A/C Units Installed
as low as $1450

Family owned For over 33 years!

20740 Ecorse Road, Taylor, MI 48180

COMFORT SYSTEMS
Call Us Today

(313) 381-2800

Stop Feeding The Energy Hog!
Stop Paying High Energy Bills!

DISCOUNTS
FOR MILITARY, TEACHERS,

CITY, STATE & COUNTY
EMPLOYEES!

Get A Free Estimate On A High Efficiency Heating & Cooling System!
Have You Been Turned Down

For Credit? We Can Help!
Credit Problems?

Bankruptcy? NO PROBLEM!
We can design a
System & Budget

Just For You.

Coast Guard Auxiliary 
Flotilla tries to set world 
record at Horizon Park

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   The U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 
based in Canton will try to break a world 
record in the number of people pictured 
together wearing life jackets on Saturday, 
May 19.
   At Monday’s regular meeting, the 
Belleville City Council approved the use of 
Horizon Park from 1 to 1:30 p.m. on that 
day for the event, which is called “Ready 
Set Wear it – Life Jacket World Record 
Day.”
   The event is a part of National Safe 
Boating Week, May 19-25, said Debra 
Yeager, auxiliary staff officer, in a memo to 
the council. She said the goal is to promote 
the different kinds of personal flotation 
devices available, and also to educate the 
public about life jackets and safe boating 
in general. Yeager said she also has been 
working with the Belleville library on a 
program.
   The Canton Flotilla held a boat safety 
class at I-94 Marina last Saturday and they 
reported it was so crowded that people 
stood outside trying to hear.
   They are looking for other locations 
in the Belleville area for boating safety 
classes, and Fire Chief Bryan Loranger 
offered the fire hall and Police Chief Gene 
Taylor suggested the South Middle School 
Cafeteria, if there was a large crowd 
expected.
   The auxiliary representatives said the 
primary role of their group is boating safety 
and education classes and Belleville Lake 
is the third most dangerous area for boating 
in the State of Michigan (not including the 
Great Lakes).
   They reported that of the 66 people losing 
their lives on the Great Lakes in 2010, 90% 
were not wearing life jackets.
   In making the motion to approve the use 
of Horizon Park for the picture of people 
wearing life jackets, Mayor Pro Tem Jack 
Loria said, “It’s great for our community to 
have something like that.”
   Members of the audience in the council 
chambers said they are interested in beating 
the world record, now held by Canada, of 
85 people wearing life jackets at the same 
time. Ohio is in second place with 66.
   The auxiliary members said they already 
have the support of the marching band, the 
dive team, and other local groups.

Civil War genealogy 
workshop set June 21 at 
Belleville Area Museum
   The Belleville Area Museum Civil War 
Sesquicentennial Series continues with 
a genealogy workshop, “When Johnny 
Comes Marching Home,” at 6 p.m., 
Thursday, June 21.
   Ticket price is $3 for Historical Society 
members, seniors, and students and $5 for 
nonmembers. Tickets include admission to 
the Civil War exhibit.
   The workshop will be presented by Jana 
Sloan Broglin, director for the Federation 
of Genealogical Societies.
   Participants can learn tips for tracing 
Civil War ancestors by following four 
brothers through their experiences.  Doors 
open at 5 p.m.
   Limited seating is available. Light 
appetizers and refreshments will be 
served.  
   The museum’s spring/summer hours are 

in effect: Tuesday 3-7 p.m. and Monday, 
Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday from 
noon to 4 p.m. Special exhibit admission is 
$2 and free for members.
   The 2012 Civil War Sesquicentennial 
Commemoration Series is hosted by the 

Belleville Area Museum and sponsored by 
the Belleville Area Historical Society and 
the Belleville Downtown Development 
Authority.
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The Pampered Lady
Boutique
WOMEN’S CLOTHING & ACCESSORIES

Fashionably Chic ~ Affordable Styles

10%
OFF
w/AD!

881 Sumpter Rd. •  Next Door to 4 Our Daughters
Belleville, MI (734)-325-7357

Consign items you no longer wear or need
– find the items you absolutely love!

Now accepting
Spring &
Summer
Clothing
items
New items
arriving daily!

Hours: Mon. 10-4, Tues.- Sat. 11-7, 
Sun. CLOSED

734.587.8615
www.banaslumber.com

Mon-Fri   8am-7pm,  Sat  8am-5pm,  
Sun 10am-5pm

$10
with coupon.

STOREWIDE SAVINGS!

2 DAY SALE
MAY 12TH & 
MAY 13TH

LIVE PLANTS &
HANGING BASKETS
$5 OFF

$20 Purchase

4% OFF
$50 Purchase

With Coupon With Coupon

PREMIUM
HARDWOOD

MULCH
3/$9

WIDE VARIETY
PATIO SETS 

&
FOUNTAINS

IN STOCK

May 12th & 13th Only. Limit One

ORTHO®

GROUNDCLEAR

$997
/GALLON

CONCENTRATE
AFTER MAIL-IN REBATE

“I LOVE YOU MOM!”

CRANKY HANK

Things to do in the 
Belleville area …
   • Thursday, May 10 – BHS Freshman 
and Symphony Band Concerts, 7:30 p.m., 
Auditorium
   • Thursday, May 10 – Second day of 
the two-day production of “Dracula in 
Paradise” 7 p.m. at the South Middle 
School Cafeteria, $4. Also, free SMS Art 
Show, 6-8:15 p.m.
   • Thursday, May 10 – Homegrown 

Knowledge Series at library, 7 p.m., “How 
Detroit Saved the World: The Willow 
Run Story” with Randy Hotton of the 
Yankee Air Force Museum. Free. Hotton 
will explain how world events led to the 
decision to involve the auto industry in 
the construction of airplanes for WWII 
and ultimately to build the Willow Run 
Bomber Plant.
   • Saturday, May 1� – Letter Carriers 
Food Drive. Put some canned and packaged 
food in a bag out by your mailbox for your 
letter carrier to pick up to feed the hungry 

in the Belleville area.
   • Saturday, May 1� – Drive-in Dog 
Clinic from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Van 
Buren Township Water/Sewer Building, 
46425 Tyler Road, behind township hall. 
Vaccinations ($16, rabies; $28, distemper) 
and dog licenses ($5/$2.50) for township 
dogs, 699-8903.
   • Saturday, May 1� – Belleville Area 
Council for the Arts presents “A Hill of 
Magic Beans, or Here’s Looking at You, 
Jack,” a children’s comedy at 3 and 7 
p.m. at Belleville First United Methodist 
Church, 417 Charles Street. Tickets $5.
   • Saturday, May 1� – James Lee will 
teach Square Foot Gardening from 9 a.m. 
to noon at Van Buren Park. Cost $15 per 
person or $25 per couple, pay on day of 
class. Register at www.teachmesfg.com or 
at the VBT Recreation Dept. Information, 
734-699-8921.
   • Friday, May 18, 8 a.m.-5 p.m., and 
Saturday, May 19, 8 a.m.-2 p.m. – Annual 
Rummage Sale at St. Anthony Catholic 
Church in Belleville. Donations may be 
dropped off at the gym doors beginning 

May 7. 699-6817 
  • Friday, Saturday, Sunday, May 18, 
1�, �0 –St. Stephen Catholic Church’s 
Annual Spring Polish Festival at 18800 
Huron River Drive in New Boston. Plenty 
of Polish foods, polka dancing, and live 
bands. Also, carnival rides, bingo, Vegas 
room, and men’s softball tournament. 
(734) 753-5268
  • Saturday, May 1� – Volunteers are 
needed to place American Flags on the 
graves of veterans buried at Belleville’s 
Hillside Cemetery, beginning at 8:30 a.m.  
(Note: Volunteers often arrive early, but 
come whenever you can.)
  • Saturday, May 1� – Volunteers are 
needed for the BYC Lake Beautification 
Project, with registration at 9 a.m. at the 
BYC property on N. Liberty St. Group 
photo at 9:45 a.m., then teams and locations 
assigned to clean up the lake shore. First 
150 volunteers get special, orange T-shirts. 
Burgers and hot dogs provided by BYC 
from 2-4 p.m. after the clean-up.
  • Saturday, May 1� – U.S. Coast Guard 
Auxiliary Flotilla is seeking to set a world 
record by having a large number of people 
wearing life jackets for a photograph at 1 
p.m. at Horizon Park. More information at: 
www.ReadySetWearIt.com
   • Sunday, May �0 – Belleville Area 
Council for the Arts fund-raising dinner at 
the Masonic Temple, 1-5 p.m. Turkey and 
stuffing with chocolate desserts. Dinners 
are $9 each for adults and $5 for children 
10 and under.
   • Sunday, May �0 – BHS National 
Honor Society and Distinguished Graduate 
Inductions, 2 p.m., Auditorium. 
   • Sunday, May �0 – Sunday afternoon 
tea at Trinity Episcopal Church, 11575 
Belleville Rd., with Mary Todd Lincoln, 
3-5 p.m. Donation $5. Games, prizes, and 
President Lincoln’s favorite finger foods 
and desserts.

Upcoming Meetings
   • Thursday, May 10 – Keystone 
Academy School Board, 6 p.m. Also, 
Sumpter Township Planning Commission, 
tentative, 7 p.m. Also, Belleville Planning 
Commission, 7:30 p.m.
   • Monday, May 14 – Van Buren Township 
Board of Trustees work/study, 4 p.m. 
Also, Belleville City Council first review 
session of budget, 6 p.m. Also, Van Buren 
Public Schools Board of Education, 7 p.m., 
Rawsonville Elementary School
   • Tuesday, May 15 – Van Buren Township 
Board of Trustees, 7:30 p.m.
   • Wednesday, May 16 – South Huron 
Valley Utility Authority, 10 a.m., 
Brownstown Township Hall. Also, Van 
Buren Township Planning Staff  Review, 
1-4 p.m. Also, Belleville City Council 
second review session of budget, 6 p.m. 
Also, Belleville DDA, 6 p.m. Also, VBT 
Environmental Commission, 7 p.m.
   • Monday, May 21 – Van Buren Public 
Schools Board of Education work/study, 
7 p.m., Administration Building. Also, 
Belleville City Council, 7:30 p.m.
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Contact Belinda 734-699-7700
Email at: blawson@franklinhome sales.com
Visit us at: www.franklinhomesales.com/bm

Starting May 1, 2012

Independent photo by Rosemary K. Otzman
The award-winning, mobile branch of the Public Service Credit Union paid a visit to 
Sumpter Township on May 2. From left are PSCU Sumpter Branch Manager Mary Foster, 
PSCU Vice President of Growth and Development Rob Mercier; Sumpter Treasurer John 
Morgan, Sumpter Supervisor Johnny Vawters, Sumpter Deputy Supervisor Craig Moody, 
Sumpter Clerk Clarence Hoffmann and, in back, Laura Saches, manager of the mobile 
branch. This mobile branch will be in the Country Fest Parade in Sumpter on May 26 and 
in the Strawberry Festival Parade in Belleville on June 16.

Award-winning PSCU 
mobile branch coming
to Sumpter, Belleville

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

    The award-winning mobile branch of 
the Public Service Credit Union is adding 
Sumpter Township and Belleville to its 
schedule of appearances.
   Mobile Branch Manager Laura Saches 
said her brightly decorated vehicle will be 
in the Sumpter Country Fest parade on May 
26 and the Belleville Strawberry Festival 
parade on June 16.
   The full-service mobile branch has also 
made appearances at the Romulus Festival 
of Lights, Pumpkin Fest, Dream Cruise, 
Gold Cup Hydro Race 2011, and Eastern 
Market.
   The eye-catching vehicle is covered in 
a skin featuring larger-than-life pictures 
of the credit union’s employees and their 
children.
   The branch also has a regular schedule at 
several senior living facilities after Social 
Security direct deposits arrive in senior 
accounts, so the seniors can get cash for 
spending money or just check on their 
balances. There is an ATM and a teller’s 
window on a little porch at the side of the 
branch.
   The mobile branch also visits retirement 
residences a few times a month to relieve the 
stresses caused by a need for transportation 
by seniors and their caregivers.
   The mobile branch also parks at specific 
businesses throughout Metro Detroit and 
has added regular stops at Detroit Public 
Works, Adult Well-Being Services, Wayne 
County Sheriff’s Administration Office, 
and Wyandotte Waste Treatment.
   The PSCU mobile branch also was asked 
to partner with Adult Well-Being locations 
to educate their clients about financial 

responsibility. They help people open up 
savings, checking and even Save to Win 
CDs.
   Those who know of any events that would 
be enhanced by the mobile branch services 
are asked to contact them at 734-641-8400 
and ask for the mobile branch. They are also 
available by email at www.pscuow.com .
   Branch manager Saches asks people to 
Friend them on Facebook to find out where 
they will be putting the branch in “park.”

   “If you see us on the road, feel free to give 
us a wave or the honk of your car horn,” 
Saches said.
   The mobile branch won the top-place 
Diamond Award for Outdoor Marketing/ 
Media in a nationwide competition among 
credit unions from CUNA Marketing.
   PSCU has a regular branch in Sumpter 
Township at the Sumpter Community Center 
with Mary Foster as branch manager.
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Where you’ll find the most unique collection
of Mother's Day gifts for your family and friends.

Cards
Home Decor
Heritage Lace
Jewelry
Inspirational Throws
Swan Creek Candles
Country Home Creations Dip Mixes

Remembrance Collection
Music Boxes
Porcelain Dolls
Baby
Baptism/Christening Gifts
Military/Armed Forces Decor

Gift
CertifiCateS

HOURS:
Tues., Thurs. & Fri.

10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday

Noon - 6:00 p.m.
Saturday

10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Closed Sunday & 

Monday

Marti’s Gift Gallery
668 E. Huron River Drive

Belleville, MI 48111     734-699-GIFT

25% OFF 1 ITEM IN THE STORE w/AD*

*Limit 1 per visit.

SELECT
JEWELRY
25-40%

OFF!

524 Main Street
Belleville, MI 48111

(734) 699-9959
www.BellevIllecharhouSe.coM
Sunday through thurSday 7am - 10pm

Friday and Saturday 7am - 11pm

Pet of the Week
Friends of Michigan 

Animals Rescue

Phoebe is a gentle, friendly girl with 
a loving demeanor that’s downright 
hard to resist. She likes attention 
but will usually wait for you to 
notice her but once you do you’ll 
find it hard not to love her sweet 
and affectionate response. Phoebe is 
quite the beauty too with her solid 
grey fluffy coat and captivating 
light green eyes that make her stand 
out in the crowd. She will definitely 
need some grooming time to help 
keep her thick coat healthy and mat 
free. Phoebe is a pretty relaxed girl 
but watch out when she’s feeling 
frisky because she’s got quite a wild, 
playful side when the urge strikes 
her. Phoebe would love to find a 
home where life is laid back and 
filled with days basking in the sun, 
eating yummy cuisine and getting 
lots of loving attention and if you 
throw in a scratching post or two it 
would be her idea of heaven indeed. 
She is spayed, vaccinated, tested neg. 
for FeLuk/FIV and micro-chipped. 
Don’t hesitate, call today to meet 
Phoebe. 734 461-9458

“PHOEBE”

Letter Carriers working 
to ‘Stamp Out Hunger’ 
in Belleville community
   Letters carriers at the Belleville Post 
Office will work to “Stamp Out Hunger” 
on Saturday, May 12, when the annual 
food drive celebrates its 20th year.
   On that day, letter carriers will collect 
non-perishable food donations from homes 
as they deliver mail along their routes.
   The National Association of Letter 
Carriers (NALC) Food Drive, held in 
conjunction with the Postal Service, is the 
largest one-day food drive in the nation.
   This joint effort will help feed families in 
all 50 states. Last year, 70.4 million pounds 
of food was collected across the country, 
resulting in more than 1 billion pounds of 
food collected since the drive began 20 
years ago.
   Closer to home, letter carriers at the 
Belleville Post Office are getting ready 
for this year’s event and hoping to exceed 
last year’s total of 5,500 pounds of food 
collected.
   “With the commitment of our employees 
and the support of community, we’re 
excited to participate in this year’s food 
drive,” said Belleville Postmaster Tim 
Inman.
   “We’re asking everyone throughout the 
community to help us make this the most 
successful food drive in its 20-year history. 
Leaving a donation is as simple as leaving 
a bag of non-perishable food by your 
mailbox.”
   To participate in the 20th Stamp Out 
Hunger food drive, people are encouraged 
to leave a sturdy bag containing non-
perishable foods, such as canned soup, 
canned vegetables, pasta, rice or cereal 
next to their mailbox prior to the time of 
regular mail delivery on Saturday, May 12. 
Belleville letter carriers will collect these 
food donations as they deliver the mail and 
take them to the local food bank.
   “Many families are struggling to make 
ends meet and put food on the table during 
these challenging economic times,” said 
Inman. “Food banks, pantries and shelters 
need our help as more families count on 
them for support.”
   The Belleville letter carriers will 
collaborate with food pantries at the First 
United Methodist Church of Belleville, 
St. Anthony’s Parish of Belleville and The 
Salvation Army Plymouth Corps to ensure 
that families and individuals have food on 
the table over the coming months.   
   The items donated May 12 will be sorted 
by volunteers at the First United Methodist 
Church on Monday and Tuesday, May 16 
and 17.
   Tina DeBord of the Belleville Post Office 
is heading up the food drive this year. Sandy 
Askew (First United Methodist Church of 
Belleville) and Laurie Aren (The Salvation 
Army) are helping with media promotion 
and volunteers to support the community 
project.
   Partners of this year’s drive are the 
Campbell Soup Company, Feeding 

America, United Way, AFL-CIO, Valpak, 
AARP, Uncle Bob’s Self Storage, and 
the National Rural Letter Carriers’ 
Association.

More Letters
Classic cars invited to 
Victory Park on June �
To the Editor:
   Belleville Area Council for the Arts would 
like to invite owners of classic cars to join us on 
Saturday, June 2, 2012 starting at noon until 5pm 
for the Second Annual Car Show and Tea in the 
Park to share their car(s) for viewing while we 
ooh and aah as we sip our tea and eat our scones 
and other tea type treats.
   If you are interested in bringing a car to show, 
please contact Kay Atkins at 734 697-9376 as 
soon as possible. The tea is open to the public 
and the food fare is available for $5 per person. 
There is no admission to the car show. Hope to 
see you there.
Kay Atkins, Belleville Area Council for the Arts
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from the Staff at the

BEST CHIMNEY
& ROOFING CO.

´CHIMNEYS BUILT -
REPAIRED & CLEANED

´SCREENS INSTALLED

´TUCK POINTING

´ROOFING & GUTTERS

´RESIDENTIAL

´COMMERCIAL

´VIOLATIONS CORRECTED

WORKERS
COMPENSATION &

GENERAL LIABILITY TO
PROTECT HOME OWNER

Since 1962 FREE ESTIMATES
LICENSED • INSURED

STATE LIC # 40800

SERVING BELLEVILLE &
SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN

www.bestchimneyandroofing.com

313-292-7722

Ted A. Zaroff, III, 
graduates from U of M 
with highest honors
   Sumpter Township resident and St. 
Anthony parishioner Ted A. Zaroff III 
graduated Summa Cum Laude (highest 
honors) from the University of Michigan’s 
College of Engineering with a degree 
in chemical engineering. He was on the 
university’s Dean’s List for his entire 
college career, and has been admitted 
to U of M’s Ph.D. program in Chemical 
Engineering with a focus on biological 
engineering. 
   A graduate of Tyler Elementary School’s 
Gifted and Talented program, Ted attended 
Huron Valley Catholic School for middle 
school, and graduated with honors from 
Father Gabriel Richard High School in 
Ann Arbor. He is a member of Phi Alpha 
Kappa, a Christian fraternity at U of M. 
   Ted sings bass with the award-winning 
U of M Men’s Glee Club, which has 
toured the United States and Cuba, and is 
currently touring China with them. He also 
enjoys musical theater and performs each 
summer with the Father Gabriel Richard 
Dramalums. This summer he will appear 
in “Legally Blonde – The Musical.” 
   Ted’s proud parents are Ruthann and Ted 
Zaroff, Jr.

Ted A. Zaroff, III

Curves International 
giving away one million, 
30-day memberships

By Bob Mytych
Independent Sports Editor

 For one week only, Curves across the 
country will be giving away 1 million, 30-
day memberships and the Curves location 
in Belleville in the Davenport Plaza 
will give one away to any non-member 
who visits the club during regular hours 
throughout the National Women’s Health 
Week, May 13-19.

This annual awareness week, 
coordinated by the US Department of 
Health & Human Services on Women’s 
Health begins each year on Mother’s Day 
(May 13, this year) and brings together  
communities, businesses, government, 
health organizations, and other groups 
in an effort to promote women’s health. 
Curves International has teamed up with 
OWH to help promote National Women’s 
Health Week and to provide health and 
wellness programs and materials for 
women throughout the country.

Curves of Belleville owner Robin Gragg 
and staff will hold an open house event all 
next week to encourage interested women 
to check out the club, pick up free health 
information from Curves and OWH, 
ask questions, get a free assessment and 
take advantage of the 1 million 30-day 
membership offer. 

Visitors may also sign up to attend a 
special program on National Curves Day 
on Thursday, May 17, featuring massages, 
from health experts and other fun activities 
designed to raise awareness  of small, 
practical steps women can take to get 
healthy. To learn more, call (734) 697-
2000.
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734-697-8597
152 Main St., Suite 7

Belleville, MI

Cleaning
& CheCk-Up
$5900

New patients only. Includes regular teeth cleaning, doctor’s exam
and up to 4 bitewing x-rays. Call on or before May 31, 2012.

Please mention this ad when calling.

Doug Dalton Auctioneer Presents
ESTATE ANTIQUE
AUCTION

Wed. Night - May 16,  6pm
Thurs. Night - May 17, 5 & 6pm

Preview 4:00 pm - Both Auction Days
ROMULUS PROGRESSIVE CLUB,11580 OZGA RD.  ROMULUS
DIRECTIONS: Take I-94 to Haggerty Rd. Exit, (1st exit West of I-275) go South 1 mile to Huron River 

Drive,then East or left 1.5 miles to a 5 point intersection in Romulus. Turn sharp left, your there!

Wed. Night at 6pm:(Club Room), Huge  Collection of Autographed 
Movie Star and Important Personality Photographs, Letters,
Glossies, Stills and more! One person Collection with 95% Recieved 
in Person! Sold in Groups!

2 Auctions on Thurs. Night
Thurs. Night 5pm Auction -  Back of Main Room:  Very Choice
Antique Quilt Collection from One Family Dating from 1880 to 1940!

Thurs. Night 6pm Auction includes: Lg. Art Pottery Collection inc 
Roseville Van Briggle and Others, Choice Antique Furniture, Advertis-
ing Items, Fine Art inc Important Paintings, Fine China and Victorian 
Glassware, Guy Items inc Fishing, Bayonets, and more, Primitives inc 
Great Collection of Blue Slip Decorated Stoneware, Lots of Good Toys, 
Promo Cars, Antique Doll Collection, Indian Items, Steins,  Royal 
Doulton, Lladro Porclain, A Unique Blend of Hard To Find Items

TO SEE LOTS OF PHOTOS & DETAILED LISTING, GO TO

www.DougDaltonAuctioneer.com
Doug Dalton Auctioneer  38 Henry St. Belleville MI      1-800-801-6452
Michigan Auctioneers Lic. # 2801000063   Certified Estate Appraiser
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WANTED
HOMES THAT NEED ROOFING

A select number of homeowners in Belleville
and the surrounding areas will be given the 

opportunity to have a lifetime Erie Metal 
 installed on their home at a 

reasonable cost.

An Erie Metal Roof will keep your home cooler 
in the summer and warmer in the winter.

Call today to see if you qualify. Not only will 
you receive the best price possible, but we 

will give you access to no money down bank 

DON’T MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY TO SAVE.

An  will provide 
your home with unsurpassed 

www.ErieMetalRoofs.com

TM

1-877-650-6464

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Use of Community Development Block Grant Funds

On Tuesday June 5, 2012 in accordance with guidelines of the Department of Housing 
and Urban Development, the Charter Township of Van Buren will hold a public hearing 
on the reprogramming of portions of the Township’s FY2008 and FY2009 Community 
Development Block funds.  The Public Hearing will be held at 7:30 p.m. at the Van 
Buren Township Hall located at 46425 Tyler Road.

The funding amounts proposed for reprogramming are: FY 2008 -$41,495.00; FY 2009 
- $48,792.00; FY 2010 - $97,300.  The CDBG program gives priority to those qualified 
activities that further national objectives.  Those objectives are:

Assist low and moderate income persons
Address slum and blight conditions
Meet a particular urgent community development need

Some past projects in Van Buren Township have included removal of ADA barriers in public 
facilities, senior citizen programs, youth programs, planning and design of community 
areas, demolition of unsafe structures, housing rehabilitation, and administration.  
Written comments will be accepted at the Department of Developmental Services until 
4:00 p.m., Tuesday June 5, 2012.

In the spirit of compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, individuals with a 
disability should feel free to contact the Department of Developmental Services at least 
seventy-two (72) hours in advance if requesting accommodations.

Leon Wright, Township Clerk
Charter Township of Van Buren

Publish: 5/10/12

Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice

with Bob Mytych

Minding
Your Business

   Main Street Flowers in downtown 
Belleville is your one-stop shop for prom 
corsages and boutonnieres and right now 
5% of all prom sales will be donated to the 
2012 Belleville High School Senior Party. 
Don’t forget Mom on Mother’s Day. It’s this 
Sunday, May 13. Main Street Flowers has a 
great variety of flowers and gifts -- just what 
Mom’s love. Call (734) 697-7400. 

***
   Mother’s Day Brunch will take place this 
Sunday at the Bayou Grill, from 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. featuring made-to-order omelets, 
waffles, biscuits, sausage gravy, ham, mashed 
potatoes, fried chicken, catfish, salad bar, and 
fruit tray. Cost is $9.99 for adults, $4.99 for 
children 10 and under. Call (734) 697-2300.

***
   The Belleville Charhouse will offer their 
Mother’s Day Brunch from 10 a.m. to 
2 p.m. featuring French toast bake, Eggs 
Benedict, omelets and waffles, corned beef 
hash, bacon sausage, hash browns, salads, 
vegetable blends, roasted turkey, sliced ham, 
prime rib, and assorted desserts. Cost is 
$12.95 per person. Reservations can be made 
at (734) 699-9959.

***
   Hidalgo’s Mexican Restaurant in the 
Davenport Plaza is offering Mom the choice 
of free fried ice cream or sweet tamale on her 
special day. Call (734) 697-3271.

***
   If you’re traveling around town this 
Sunday and you’d like to capture a special 
moment with Mom, then stop at the gazebo 
at Victory Park, from noon to 5 p.m. where 
Angela Bowers Photography will be on the 
set taking group photos. For just $10 you’ll 
get up to 10 edited photos on a disk by mail. 
The mini shoot will take 10 minutes. The 
catch is that a Mom or Grandma must be in 
each photograph and you may include up to 
10 people in each shot. To learn more call 
Angela at (734) 788-0968.   

***.
   Banas Lumber & Hardware in nearby 
Maybee, MI will hold an I Love You Mom 2-
Day Sale this weekend, featuring great deals 
on live plants, hanging baskets, hardwood 
mulch, patio sets, fountains, and more. Get 
a #20 propane refill for just $10 with their 
ad coupon in today’s paper. They’re located 
at 8771 Ida-Maybee Road. Call (734) 587-
8615. 

***
   Paula’s Home Cookin’ has closed for a 
little remodeling and will be reopening next 

week with Paula’s son Rodney Herald 
taking over with a new name -- the Hen 
House. Herald said he will be offering the 
best breakfast menu around. All the best to 
Paula in her retirement. 

***
   The Pampered Lady Boutique in the Belle 
Plaza on Sumpter Road features women’s 
clothing and accessories and consignment 
items you no longer wear or need. Right now 
save 10% off with their ad in today’s paper. 
They’re now accepting spring and summer 
clothing items, too. They’re open Monday, 
10 a.m.- 4 p.m., Tuesday – Sunday, 11 a.m.-
7 p.m., and closed Sunday. Call (734) 325-
����.

***
   Doug Dalton Auctioneer of Belleville revs 
up for another estate antique auction May 
16-17 at the Romulus Progressive Hall on 
Ozga Road near 5-Points. A huge collection 
of autographed movie star and personality 
photographs, letters, glossies, and more will 
get underway next Wednesday, beginning at 6 
p.m. Thursday evening’s program will start at 
5 p.m. and feature an antique quilt collection 
dating back to 1880-1940. At 6 p.m., the 
auction will include a large pottery collection 
by Van Briggle, antique furniture, fine art, 
paintings, china, glassware, and more.
   Previews get underway at 4 p.m. both 
days. The 2-day auction will be the last 
indoor auction until fall. For a more 
detailed description and photos visit www.
dougdaltonauctioneer.com.
   Doug Dalton has over 35 years in the trade 
with 25 years presiding over 2,000 auctions 
in his career covering a million items and 
raising over $3 million for organizations 
including the Detroit Symphony Orchestra 
and Detroit Rotary. Doug is also a certified 
appraiser of fine arts and antiques and chairs 
and will preside over the antiques portion 
of Artaffair on Main, the 2-day fine art 
fair coming to Main Street July 28-29. His 
website features neat photographs of Doug in 
the early days of his career. Cool.

***
   The Independent has expanded our latest 
advertising promotion featuring free color. 
We call it our Show Your Stripes promotion. 
Now thru July 5, if you double the size of 
your display ad (or larger) for 4 weeks or 
more, you’ll get free color. If you’re not 
a current advertiser, but thinking about 
it, simply advertise in Belleville’s real 
hometown newspaper for 2 months in color 
and get 1 month of color for free. Call me for 
the details at (734) 699-9020.

***
   Do you have a business item you would 
like to see in this column? Call Bob Mytych 
at 699-9020 with your suggestion. There is 
no charge to be in this column.
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Charter Township of
Van Buren Public Notice

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN 
BUREN REGULAR BOARD 

MEETING MINUTES - MAY 1, 2012
Supervisor White called the meeting to order 
at 7:30 p.m. in the Board Room. Present: 
Supervisor White, Clerk Wright, Treasurer 
Budd, Trustee Hart, Trustee Jahr and Trustee 
Ostrowski. Absent: Trustee Partridge. Others 
in attendance: Parks and Recreation Director 
Wright, Public Safety Director McClanahan, 
Planning and Economic Development Services 
Director Carroll, DPW Director MacDonald, 
Chief Loyer, Executive Assistant/Assessing 
Coordinator Stevenson, Engineer Nummer, 
Secretary Cline and an audience of thirty-seven 
(37).
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Jahr moved, 
Budd seconded to approve the agenda as 
amended. To remove New Business Item #5 
“Consider approval of the bid from Gen Power 
Products, Inc. of Wixom, Michigan to perform 
routine maintenance and repairs on sixteen (16) 
Township back-up power generators at various 
locations.” from the agenda. Carried.
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA: Budd 
moved, Ostrowski seconded to approve the 
Consent Agenda [Work Study Session Minutes 
April 16, 2012; Regular Board Meeting Minutes 
April 17, 2012.] as presented.  Carried.
PUBLIC HEARING: None.
CORRESPONDENCE: Gene Taylor gave a 
presentation on American Pride Project with a 
goal to purchase flags to be flown on June 14th 
Flag Day at all homes and businesses.  Residents 
can show support by purchasing American 
Flags and bumper stickers as fundraiser for the 
American Pride Project. For more information 
contact Chief Taylor at Belleville Police 
Department, 6 Main Street, Belleville, MI 
48111, telephone number 734-699-2710.
John Delaney requested a point of order 
regarding the previous request by a member of 
the audience to discuss the minutes listed under 
the Consent Agenda. Supervisor White stated 
comments can be made during the Non-Agenda 
portion of the meeting.
An audience member requested all American 
Flags be flown according to Federal Flag Code.
Supervisor White read a letter from The 
University of Michigan Athletic Department 
thanking the Board for getting the emergency 
sewer line repair work done and further 
thanked Director MacDonald for handling this 
situation.  
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None.
NEW BUSINESS: Budd moved, Hart 
seconded to approve the Township posting of 
signs enforcing Van Buren Township General 
Code of Ordinance, Chapter 74, Section 74-
54 Control of fishing, swimming and loitering 
and the signs to be placed to state “No fishing, 
swimming and loitering” at the west side of the 
Quirk Road/Belleville Road to the bridge; the 
east side of Belleville Road from the bridge; 
and the north and south sides of Denton Road 
from the bridge. Carried.
Jahr moved, Budd seconded to approve 
Resolution 2012-10 DTE Energy Smart Meter 
Moratorium as presented with the exception of 
the next to the last paragraph to read “Be it further 
resolved, that the Van Buren Board of Trustees 
imposes a moratorium prohibiting smart meter 
installation within the township boundary lines 
until the MPSC completes its investigation 
and this matter is finally determined by an 
order and/or final court order”. Treasurer Budd 
withdrew her support of the motion. Trustee 
Jahr withdrew his motion.

Budd moved, Hart seconded to adopt Resolution 
2012-10 DTE Energy Smart Meter Moratorium 
as presented and recommended by the attorney.  
Roll Call Vote.  Yeas: Ostrowski, Hart, Budd, 
Wright and White. Nays: Jahr.  Absent: Partridge 
(excused). Carried.
Budd moved, Hart seconded to approve 
Resolution 2012-11 the revocation of the 
Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate 2009-
036 issued to Mariba Auto, LLC.  Carried.
Wright moved, Hart seconded to grant special 
land use approval to McDonald’s for a drive-in 
and drive-through restaurant proposed at 10760 
Belleville Road including the recommendation 
letter from McKenna dated April 9, 2012 
referencing the cross access easement and not 
including the sign language.  Carried.
Wright moved, Ostrowski seconded to approve 
the proposal from Wade Trim to develop an 
update to the Township Water Distribution 
System Master Plan in the amount of $27,400.  
Carried.
VOUCHER LIST: Wright moved, Ostrowski 
seconded to approve the May 1, 2012 voucher 
list. Carried.
REPORTS: None.
ANNOUNCEMENTS: Treasurer Budd 
announced the Drive-In Dog Clinic will be held 
on Saturday, May 12th from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m. at the Water and Sewer building located 
behind township hall.  Also, Water and Sewer 
payments can be paid online by a charge card 
(MasterCard, Discover or American Express), 
however the resident will be charged a three 
percent handling fee which will go directly to 
the charge card company.
Director Wright announced the following: Relay 
for Life a fundraiser for the American Cancer 
Society will be held on Saturday, May 5th and 
Sunday May 6th at Quirk Park.  On Friday, May 
18th the annual Mother and Son Bowl will be 
held at Lodge Lanes. Get-Fit Friday Family Fun 
Night will be held on Friday, May 25th from 6:30 
p.m. to 8:30 p.m.  For more information contact 
the Recreation Department at 734-699-8921.
AUDIENCE (Non-Agenda Items): Comments 
were made from 9:09 p.m. to 10:02 p.m. by the 
Board and audience regarding the following 
topics: Smart meters; Democratic caucus on 
May 5th; Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA); Robert Rules of Order, Board 
Minutes; Board Resolutions; Board Agenda; 
Open Meeting Act; Resolution for DTE Smart 
Meters Moratorium; Van Buren Township 
welcome packets; Planning and Economic 
Development Services Department; electrical 
inspector position; water for home at the failed 
PRD in Victoria Park Estates Condominiums; 
Hoosier/Visteon Co-Generation project special 
use approval; Visteon Master plan and Office 
Technology District Ordinance; Township 
Ordinances; list of non-profit organization in 
the township; Planning Commission meeting on 
May 9th for final site approval on the Hoosier/
Visteon Co-Generation project; invitation to 
Willow Run Tea Party meeting at Big Sky Diner 
on Friday evenings; Public Safety; May is 
Motorcycle and Women Motorcycle awareness 
month; personnel investigation; outcome of 
accusation against a police officer; blended rate 
employees.
CLOSED SESSION: None.
ADJOURNMENT: Jahr moved, Ostrowski 
seconded to adjourn at 10:02 p.m.  Carried.
Respectfully submitted,
Leon Wright, Township Clerk 
Paul D. White, Township Supervisor
Publish: 05-10-12
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City of Belleville Public Notice

City of Belleville Public Notice

Request for Proposals
MUNICIPAL ACCOUNTING SERVICES

The City of Belleville is accepting proposals for Municipal Accounting Services 
until

4:00 P.M. on Monday, May 21, 2012

Proposals will be accepted for consideration if received by the City Clerk’s office 
no later than 4:00 P.M. on Monday, May 21, 2012.

Respondents will submit six (6) copies of the proposal.  A brief oral presentation 
of the proposal may be requested.  The intent of this oral presentation will be 
to provide your firm an opportunity to clarify the proposal and assure a mutual 
understanding.

Proposals must be submitted together in one sealed envelope marked “Municipal 
Accounting Services”, and addressed to

Diana J. Kollmeyer, City Manager
6 Main Street
Belleville, MI  48111

Publish: May 10, 2012

Request for Proposals
MUNICIPAL AUDITING SERVICES

The City of Belleville is accepting proposals for Municipal Auditing Services 
until

4:00 P.M. on Monday, May 21, 2012

Proposals will be accepted for consideration if received by the City Clerk’s office 
no later than 4:00 P.M. on Monday, May 21, 2012.

Respondents will submit six (6) copies of the proposal.  A brief oral presentation 
of the proposal may be requested.  The intent of this oral presentation will be 
to provide your firm an opportunity to clarify the proposal and assure a mutual 
understanding.

Proposal must be submitted together in one sealed envelope marked “Municipal 
Auditing Services”, and addressed to

Diana J. Kollmeyer, City Manager
6 Main Street
Belleville, MI  48111

Publish: May 10, 2012

25 plots available for planting
Each plot 12’ x 12’ for $15

Financial assistance available for those who meet certain qualifications.
Applications can be picked up at the church office or printed off our website.

Go to www.bellevillepresbyterian.org
Phone (734) 697-8687
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AUCTION HELP WANTEDHOUSE FOR SALE

HANDYMAN BLOWOUT!
HOMES FOR $1!
Many to Choose.
Available Now.
Call Raymond!!!

Bankruptcy, Foreclosures,
and Bad Credit OK!

Accepting All Applications!

RAWSONVILLE WOODS

734-461-6700

SERIOUSLY?
2 bed/1 bath home with over

800sf for only $599*/mo.? Yes!
All appliances including washer,

dryer, a/c, shed and deck.
Located at Lakeview in Ypsilanti 

with incredible amenities.
Reserve this home today!

888-205-6379
www.4lakeview.com

*WAC. EHO. Financed: $11,204
@ 10.5% APR, 60 months.

Includes $317 site rent/mo. in
1st year. Financing arranged through 

Sun Home Services, Inc. NMLS # 33675
Expires 4/30/12

SERIOUSLY?
2 bed/1 bath home with over

800sf for only $599*/mo.? Yes!
All appliances including washer,

dryer, a/c, shed and deck.
Located at Lakeview in Ypsilanti 

with incredible amenities.
Reserve this home today!

888-205-6379
www.4lakeview.com

*WAC. EHO. Financed: $11,204
@ 10.5% APR, 60 months.

Includes $317 site rent/mo. in
1st year. Financing arranged through 

Sun Home Services, Inc. NMLS # 33675
Expires 4/30/12

MANUFACTURED HOMES FOR SALE

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

Get the free mobile app at
http://gettag.mobi

Waitresses
Wanted &

experienced
Line cOOKs
apply in person

tin pan restaurant
19350 sumpter rd.

(Next to Sumpter Ace Hardware)

HOUSE FOR SALE

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

DIRECT CARE ASSISTANT
Feel good about the work that you do. Support persons
we serve in residential settings. Country home. Training 

provided. $8.00 total per hr. plus good benefits.
Fax to 734-753-5194 New Boston
Visit us at www.Quest365.org

Child Care Work Opportunity
Now hiring for a part/full time position 
for a child care assistant. Must have 
experience working with different age 
groups of children. The staff we hire 
are a part of building a bright future for 
children! Only individuals that are: the 
best at showing kindness, patience, 
organization, flexibility, creativeness, 
self motivation and more need apply. 
Please call 697-2985, ask for Tammy.
To know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you 
may be filled with all the fullness of God. - Ephesians 3:19

Franklin Homes at Van Buren Estates
16800 Lohr Rd., Belleville

Looking for a homes? Cheaper than 
renting? We can help with financing?

Starting May 1, 2012

No move in fees Plus $100.00 off your 
monthly site fee for the first 12 months.

A $2215.00 value

Homes are available and inventory is moving 
fast. Call today to set up an appointment.

Refer a buyer to Franklin Homes and receive 
$500.00 after they close on their home.

Contact Belinda 734-699-7700
Email at: blawson@franklinhome sales.com
Visit us at: www.franklinhomesales.com/bm

Attention Residents:
$1000 resident referral when, if they buy, 

from Franklin Homes!
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PUBLIC AUCTION
Notice is hereby given that on

05/15/12 at 9:00 a.m., or after, the 
contents of the following storage units 
will be sold by competitive bidding at:

U-Lock-It Self Storage LLC
6130 Rawsonville Rd.
Belleville, MI 48111

(734) 482-1502
SPACE #J-14, Mary Gilliam-8 boxes, 2 pictures, 
1 floor lamp, suitcase, fiber optic Christmas tree, 
4 plastic totes, bathtub spa, copier, misc. items.
  publish: May 10, 2012

PART TIME OFFICE
ASSISTANT NEEDED:
Local company looking for an 
experienced office assistant with 
knowledge in community rela-
tions and sales. Must have good 
computer skills, good people skills 
and scheduling flexibility. To apply 

please send your resume to:
apply1at@comcast.net

------------
FLEA MARKET IN DEPOT TOWN 
starts May 20th  at 8:30 a.m. & every 
Sunday through-out the summer.  For 
information call (734) 340-4241            5/24

------------
MOTHER’S DAY WEEK-END.  41500 
Bemis Rd.  May 10-11, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m., 
May 12, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.  Everything from 
A - Z.                                                      5/10

------------
9501 MADISON DR. in Charter Club 
Estates.  May 11-12, 9 a.m. - ?.  Lots of 
Household items, Clothing, Living room  
& Patio furn., misc.  No Early Sales.     5/10

------------
YARD SALE - 25813 KARR RD. 
between Willow & Arkona Rds.   May 
11-12, 10 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.  Accessories, 
Clothes, Houseware & Big variety of 
everything.                                             5/10

------------
48501 W. HURON RIVER DR. 1.5 
miles E. of Rawsonville Rd.  May 10-
12, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.    Tools, Household.  
Down-sizing.                                   5/10

------------

1978 MARK TWAIN BOWRIDER 
140 I.O. Mer Cruiser w/ trailer.  Good 
condition.  $1500  (586) 441-8786  after 
5 p.m.                                                  5/24

------------
1979 DODGE MOTOR HOME w/ A.C. 
440 V-8, 68K. Runs great.  Everything 
works.  $1250  (586) 441-8786 after 
5 p.m.                                  5/24

------------
DUTCHMAN CAMPER.  17’x25’, sleeps 
6.  Retractable awning.  Like new, one 
family owned.  $5000  (734) 697-7805  5/10

------------
SONY CONSOLE; VCR, 5 Disc. C.D., 
Radio with speakers.  Excellent Condition.  
$50    (734) 697-7805                            5/10

------------
PARTING OUT FORD 801, 172 CI 
Diesel tractor.  SOS Trans., $950 for 
all.  7.50x16.5 foam filled tires, $250.  
(734) 740-0557                            5/10

------------
1962 FORD 901 TRACTOR, WD front, 
rebuilt 172 CI, 50 h.p., SOS Trans., New 
battery, Tires VGC, Runs Great.  $2,900 
(734) 740-0557  Dave                            5/10

------------

FREE
CHERYL SHERMAN  -  North Shore Dr.
YOU’VE  Won a dozen free  roses.  Pick 
them up at Main St. Flower’s downtown, 
Belleville.  www.mainstreetflowers.com or 
(734) 697-7400                                  TFN

------------
NON-PERISHABLE FOOD ITEMS for 
needy families.  You pick up.  Thursdays, 
9:30 a.m. - 1 p.m. at Belleville Church of 
God.  45170 Hull Rd. behind Fire Station.  
(734) 697-0927                                      5/10

------------
(3) KITTENS TO GOOD HOME.  Variety  
colors, playful, eats soft & hard food, 
litter trained.  (734) 699-0636      5/24

------------

YOUNG ALL BLACK CAT.  Vicinity 
of Hannan Rd. & S.I-94 Service Dr.  
(734) 846-6411                          5/10

------------

FOUND

HOME FOR SALE in Belleville ���� 
Denton Rd.  3 BR. 1 bath Single Family 
home/fixer upper.  Owner financing or 
cash discount.  $750 down, $370/mo.  
(803) 978-1540 or (803) 403-9555.       5/17

------------

FOR RENT
BELLEVILLE LAKE - West End 
Boat Slip.   Available for this season.  
(734) 834-2877                             TFN

------------
LARGE 2 BR. APT.  $699/mo plus 
security.  Includes stove, refrigerator, 
W&D, dishwasher.  Pets Welcome.  
(734) 796-3033                             5/24

------------
3 BR., 2 BATH Tri-Level House on 
3 acres.  Appliances & Riding Lawn 
mower.  $1000/mo. Plus security & 
utilities.   (734) 755-2173                      5/24

------------

------------
AREA TRAINEE for local Real 
Estate Firm.  For appointment call    
(734) 697-1800                              TFN

------------
PRO HARDWARE, BELLEVILLE 
has opening for part time salesclerk.  
Some evenings/weekends.  Experience 
in home repair a plus.    Call Mike   
(734) 945-2409                             TFN

------------
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WANTED:
JUNK CARS
Running or Not. Top $

Paid. Call For Free
Pickup. Drive In For

Extra Dollars.
734-282-1700

WANTED

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS
GARAGE/YARD SALE SERVICES

Home Improvement & 
Handyman Service

Painting, Drywall, Carpentry, 
Electrical, Plumbing,

Ceramic Tile, Kitchens & Bath.
Serving Belleville Since 

1995. Call Aaron Schultz 
@ 734-740-0628

Belleville, Michigan
Match or Beat All Competitor’s 

Prices! Free Estimates.
Veterans & Senior Discounts.
(734) 497-5888

Sarvis - N - Sons Cement

SERVICES

• Driveway Paving •
• Parking Lot Repair •

• Line Striping •
• Hot Rubber Crack Fill •
• Asphalt Sealcoating •

FREE ESTIMATES
(734) 796-3031 or

(734) 502-5954
www.hncpropertymaintenance.com

ASPHALT MAINTENANCE:

Quality
lawn Care

“Any Type of Lawn Service”
Spring Clean-up, Leaf 
Pick-up, Dethatching,

& Stump Grinding.
Reliable • Affordable

Free Estimates

734-945-4791

Call FIRST CLASS LANDSCAPING
(734) 699-4711

FREE ESTIMATES!!!
YEAR RouND SERvICES
Weekly Mowing, Aerations, 
De-Thatching, Seed & Sod, 

Tree, Brush & Stump Removal 
And Much More!

www.FIRSTCLASSLANDSCAPING.net

Take Advantage of Early Bird Rates!

Garden Tilling, Brush
Hog, Plowing and

Discing. Reasonable 
Rates. None Too Small, 
None Too Big. Call Jay
(734) 635-0065

FOR SALE WANTED

HELP WANTED
Estate Sale Pros

Are you overwhelmed with your
possessions or a lost one’s estate? 

We are the answer! We will turn 
your possessions into money. We do 

it all. We will organize, price,
advertise and run the sale. Our team 
is efficient, honest and friendly. Let 
us liquidate your estate for you. For 
a free estimate call Jerry at Estate 

Sale Pros 734-765-5589.
We also do appraisals.

Gerry’s Small Engine
and Equipment Repair

Tractors, Lawn, Garden &
Small Construction Equipment

Gerry Gentz
Willis, MI 734-461-0158

Pick-Up/Delivery
Service Available

WE DO HOUSECALLS!

community wide
yard sale
May 19-20 • 9am-5pm
AugustA Woods
MANuFACtuREd

HoME CoMMuNity
8330 N. Brookston
At Rawsonville Rd.

Willis, Mi

------------
FLEA MARKET IN DEPOT TOWN 
starts May 20th  at 8:30 a.m. & every 
Sunday through-out the summer.  For 
information call (734) 340-4241            5/24

------------
MOTHER’S DAY WEEK-END.  41500 
Bemis Rd.  May 10-11, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m., 
May 12, 9 a.m. - 2 p.m.  Everything from 
A - Z.                                                      5/10

------------
9501 MADISON DR. in Charter Club 
Estates.  May 11-12, 9 a.m. - ?.  Lots of 
Household items, Clothing, Living room  
& Patio furn., misc.  No Early Sales.     5/10

------------
YARD SALE - 25813 KARR RD. 
between Willow & Arkona Rds.   May 
11-12, 10 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.  Accessories, 
Clothes, Houseware & Big variety of 
everything.                                             5/10

------------
48501 W. HURON RIVER DR. 1.5 
miles E. of Rawsonville Rd.  May 10-
12, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.    Tools, Household.  
Down-sizing.                                   5/10

------------

1978 MARK TWAIN BOWRIDER 
140 I.O. Mer Cruiser w/ trailer.  Good 
condition.  $1500  (586) 441-8786  after 
5 p.m.                                                  5/24

------------
1979 DODGE MOTOR HOME w/ A.C. 
440 V-8, 68K. Runs great.  Everything 
works.  $1250  (586) 441-8786 after 
5 p.m.                                  5/24

------------
DUTCHMAN CAMPER.  17’x25’, sleeps 
6.  Retractable awning.  Like new, one 
family owned.  $5000  (734) 697-7805  5/10

------------
SONY CONSOLE; VCR, 5 Disc. C.D., 
Radio with speakers.  Excellent Condition.  
$50    (734) 697-7805                            5/10

------------
PARTING OUT FORD 801, 172 CI 
Diesel tractor.  SOS Trans., $950 for 
all.  7.50x16.5 foam filled tires, $250.  
(734) 740-0557                            5/10

------------
1962 FORD 901 TRACTOR, WD front, 
rebuilt 172 CI, 50 h.p., SOS Trans., New 
battery, Tires VGC, Runs Great.  $2,900 
(734) 740-0557  Dave                            5/10

------------

FOR SALE

H.P. INK CARTRIDGES.  # 11 
Color, # 14 Combo pack.  $50 both.  
(734) 620-9152                              5/10

------------
1988 LARSON LAZER 18.6 Open Bow 
1/0, 130 h.p., OMC engine w/trailer.  
Full canvas.  $6,000 or Make Offer.  
(734) 461-0359                            5/10

------------
1980 17.5’ STINGRAY BOAT.  Open 
bow, I/O, 120 hp., ‘91 trailer.  Needs 
battery and ready to go.  Must Sell!  
$1,200 obo.  (734) 323-2911                 5/17

------------
BEAUTIFUL PORCELAIN DOLLS 
with certificates.  Large collection to 
choose from.  If interested call Jean.  
(734) 697-7619                            5/17

------------
PROM DRESSES - GOOD Condition.  
Size 13/14.  (2 - Blue tones) (1 - Mint 
Green)  $25 each.  (734) 728-0821        5/17

------------
MEMORIAL DAY METAL Buildings.  
Thousands off Factory Direct Pricing Now 
through Early June - Availability includes 
20x22, 24x25, More!  While Available - 
Call Today  (888) 744-9891                  5/17

------------

C.T.S. AUTO Engines, Transmissions 
Discount Prices  -  Guaranteed!             
(734) 282-1700                           TFN

------------ 
1999 DODGE DAKOTA SPORT Pick-
Up.  V6, Auto., A/C, 25,000 miles.  $5300  
(734) 697-8545                                      5/24

------------

(2) REGISTERED BLACK & WHITE 
Tennessee Walking Horse Mares.  $1,000 
each or $1600 for the pair.  Also 2 horse 
trailer, new floor, mats, lights & tires.  
$2500 obo.  (734) 740-3079                  5/24

------------

VEHICLE FOR SALE

PETS/LIVESTOCK

------------
ST. VINCENT DePAUL is in need of 
your CLEAN in Working Condition 
useable stoves, refrigerators, washers 
& dryers.  For needy families in 
Belleville, Van Buren & Sumpter areas.    
(734) 461-2763                          TFN

------------

WANTED - ANY SIZE MEN’S JEANS 
for the homeless.  Please drop off at 
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Drive.  
(734) 697-5600                            TFN

------------
WANTED - SMALL CONTAINERS 
of Shampoo, Toothpaste, etc. to take 
to homeless in Detroit.   Drop off at 
Bladez‘s, 601 E. Huron River Dr.  
(734) 697-5600                             TFN

------------
GENE & SON TOWING.  WE BUY 
Junk Cars.  Top Dollar paid.  We pick 
up.  7 days a week.  (734) 502-4017 or 
(734) 686-1250                            5/31

LOCAL HANDYMAN - SOME 
Jobs too LARGE - NO JOB too 
SMALL. Residential Power Washing.                  
LICENSED & REFERENCES.           (734) 
765-9224                                      TFN

------------
C.T.S. AUTO Engines, Transmissions 
Discount Prices    - Guaranteed  !!!   
(734) 282-1700                                      TFN

------------
DEPENDABLE LAWN SERVICE.  
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL   
Lawn Cutting - Spring Clean-Up - 
Aerating - Mulch - Shrub Trimming - 
Pruning - Brick Pavers & De-thatching.  
(734) 587-2410 or (734) 693-4712        9/27

------------
SEASONAL MOWING.  Sm. Lots 
up to � acres.  SPRING CLEAN UP 
& Hauling. Murray’s General Services.          
(734) 325-6062                            5/31

------------
R & M HANDYMAN SERVICE         
(734)  306-8909  Specialize in Mobile 
Homes.  Painting, Power Wash, Stain 
Decks, Home Repairs.                            5/24

------------

------------
AREA TRAINEE for local Real 
Estate Firm.  For appointment call    
(734) 697-1800                              TFN

------------
PRO HARDWARE, BELLEVILLE 
has opening for part time salesclerk.  
Some evenings/weekends.  Experience 
in home repair a plus.    Call Mike   
(734) 945-2409                             TFN

------------
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Van Buren Township
Police Dispatch Log

Sumpter Township
Police Dispatch Log

Belleville Police
Dispatch Log

The following are selected runs for VBT Police. 
For more detailed police logs, see www.
bellevilleareaindependent.com .

Sunday, April ��:
   0036 – assault & battery, 48551 Denton Rd.
   0314 – assault & battery, Michigan/Denton
   0557 – breaking & entering, 43500 Forestdale Dr.
   1211 – intimidation threat, 45679 Ecorse Rd.
   1254 – holdup alarm, 17127 Lohr Rd.
   1354 – disturbance, 11875 Quirk Rd., Girlstown
   1556 – fraud, 46425 Tyler
   1606 – malicious destruction of property, Jeremy/ 
Leon
   1732 – missing person, 49903 Martz Rd.
   1743 – suspicious person, 51227 Old Michigan Rd.
   1806 – ATV/ORV complaint, Maurice/Rogers
   1811 – assault & battery, 44038 Burtrig
   1850 – hospice, 13678 Country Walk Blvd.
   2002 – juvenile complaint, 10850 Belleville
   2217 – disturbance, 11623 Meadows Cir.
Monday, April �0:
   0823 – personal injury accident, Michigan/Denton
   0921 – private property accident, 45501 S. I-94 
Service Dr.
   0941 – property damage accident, Rawsonville Rd./ 
W. Huron River Dr.
   1208 – disorderly conduct, 47150 Lauren Ct.
   1234 – unauthorized driving away of auto, 11675 
Meadows Ln.
   1250 – larceny, 9700 Belleville Rd.
   1357 – assault & battery, 591 W. Columbia Ave.
   1511 – fraud, 46425 Tyler Rd.
   1638 – loitering, 9244 Parkwood Dr.
   1749 – suicide or attempt, 224 S. Ponderosa Trl.
   1754 – intimidation threat, 39646 Ecorse
   1755 – mental, 11875 Quirk Rd., Girlstown
   1827 – assault & battery, 11086 Oak Lane
   1833 – larceny, 11605 Haggerty
   1843 – mental, 12692 Hannan Rd.
   1944 – larceny, 13492 Beacon Trl.
Tuesday, May 1:
   0013 – noise complaint, 46020 Lake Villa Dr.
   0024 – assault & battery, 48920 Denton
   0759 – larceny, Walmart
   0839 – assault & battery, Hannan/Van Born
   0903 – larceny from auto, 48031 S. I-94 Service
   1205 – disturbance, 2181 Rawsonville Rd.
   1225 – larceny, Dollar Tree
   1234 – juvenile complaint, 6238 Truman
   1553 – disorderly conduct, 45707 S. I-94 Service
   1643 – retail fraud, Kmart
   1745 – property damage accident, Rawsonville/ W. 
Huron River Dr.
   1805 – assault & battery, 9970 Rolan Meadows Dr
   2014 – assault & battery, 48561 S. I-94 Service Dr.
   2126 – noise complaint, 42040 Hayes St.
   2211 – property damage accident, Michigan Ave./
Denton
Wednesday, May �:
   0001 – noise complaint, 158 Aspen
   0100 – noise complaint, 46020 Lake Villa Dr.
   0333 – felony assault, 11649 Meadows Ln.
   0448 – hospice, 6648 Doree Ave.
   0709 – assault & battery, 41611 S. Bellridge Dr.
   0815 – property damage accident, W. Huron River 
Dr./Lake Pointe Pass
   1218 – juvenile complaint, 8701 Belleville
   1221 – holdup alarm, 13107 Edgedale Dr.
   1225 – larceny, 44850 N. I-94 Service Dr.
   1252 – assault & battery, 50800 Martz Rd.
   1337 – larceny, 45525 N. I-94 Service Dr.
   1506 – fight, 7696 Belleville Rd.
   1621 – intimidation threat, 8854 Parkwood Dr.
   1737 – child abuse, Walmart
   1742 – fraud, 2039 Rawsonville
   1745 – harassment call, 109 Maple
   1927 – disorderly  conduct, Walmart
   2002 – property damage accident, 10760 Belleville
   2009 – malicious destruction of property, Bemis 
/ Lohr
   2019 – trespassing, Walmart
   2024 – operating while intoxicated, Ecorse / 
Haggerty
   2042 – assault & battery, 6039 Victoria St.
   2134 – property damage accident, S. I-94 Service 
Dr. / Belleville
   2202 – juvenile complaint, 48711 S. I-94 Service

   2211 – harassment call, 42542 N. Cumberland Dr.
   2301 – assault & battery, Tyler/Charter Club Dr.
Thursday, May �:
   0034 – fight, 11 Birch Dr.
   0217 – breaking & entering, 51264 Freedom Way
   0258 – unauthorized driving away of auto, 9084 
Parkwood Dr.
   0649 – noise complaint, 158 Aspen
   0820 – larceny from auto, 41472 E. Archwood Dr.
   0830 – larceny from auto, 41472 E. Archwood Dr.
   0901 – fraud, 44401 S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1115 – larceny, 6735 Haggerty
   1224 – assault & battery, 6605 Maurice Dr.
   1313 – personal injury, 7981 Belleville Rd.
   1452 – property damage accident, 8124 Belleville
   1501 – larceny from auto, 43646 N. I-94 Service
   1521 – personal injury accident, E. Huron River 
Dr./Haggerty Rd.
   1732 – fraud, 9329 Parkwood 
   1751 – private property accident, 9701 Belleville, 
Meijer
   1841 – harassment call, 13209 Westlake Circle
   1847 – ATV/ORV complaint, 44911 Ecorse Rd.
   1927 – larceny, 13389 Lake Point Blvd.
   1957 – operating while intoxicated, Ecorse / 
Belleville
   2027 -- shots fired, 8800 Parkwood Manor
   2301 – property damage accident, Rawsonville/ W. 
Huron River Dr.
Friday, May �:
   0019 – malicious destruction of property, 
Rawsonville / Bog
   0051 – unauthorized driving away of auto, 41547 
Van Born
   0109 – suspicious person, Beckley/Denton
   0242 – retail fraud, 10915 Belleville
   0743 – missing person, 49285 Hull Rd.
   0922 – malicious destruction of property, 51247 
Capitol Dr.
   0958 – unauthorized driving away of auto, 41547 
Van Born
   1136 – loitering, 10930 Belleville
   1146 – larceny, 26 Brandi Dr.
   1308 – intimidation threat, 49041 S. I-94 Service 
   1436 – noise complaint, 48021 S. I-94 Service
   1452 – private property accident, Walmart
   1615 – breaking & entering, 89 N. Ponderosa Trl.
   1819 – missing person, 8172 Kirkridge Park Dr.
   1849 – disturbance, Victory Park
   1855 – disturbance, 10136 Kennedy St.
   1856 – juvenile complaint, 89 N. Ponderosa Trl.
   1908 – retail fraud, 9701 Belleville, Meijer
   1920 – assault & battery, 89 N. Ponderosa Trl.
   1930 – disturbance, Kirkridge Playground
   1947 – operating while intoxicated, 2193 
Rawsonville
   2015 – noise complaint, Westlake Circle/Belleville
   2110 – personal injury accident, Tyler/Belleville
   2150 – trespassing, 14210 Pond Bluff Dr.
   2214 – loud party complaint, 6575 Parkside Dr.
   2229 – intimidation threat, 6569 Parkside Dr.
   2254 – disturbance, 8879 Parkwood Dr.
Saturday, May �:
   0138 – breaking & entering, 14468 Pond Bluff Dr.
   0209 – shots fired, Michigan Ave./Denton Rd.
   0308 – missing person, 9890 Dartmoor Cir.
   0553 – intimidation threat, 8872 Parkwood Dr.
   0837 – unauthorized driving away of auto, 9084 
Parkwood Dr.
   1225 – operating while intoxicated, Belleville / 
Tyler
   1417 – child abuse, 7848 Kirkridge Park Dr.
   1429 – shots fired, Tyler/Walden Blvd.
   1431 – unauthorized driving away of auto, 11566 
Quirk
   1623 – property damage accident, 9750 Belleville
   1728 – juvenile complaint, Morton Taylor Rd. / 
Heatherfield
   1833 – fraud, 9701 Belleville, Meijer
   2224 – loud party complaint, 8712 Hardwood
   2238 – larceny from auto, 51322 Sylvia
   2318 – harassment call, 51322 Sylvia Dr.
   2326 – narcotics crime, 45501 N. I-94 Service Dr.
   2356 – trespassing, Jeremy Rd./Bradley Dr.
Also on this week’s log are 259 traffic stops, including 
44 on I-94.

Sunday, April ��:
   0001 – agency assist, 42 N. Biggs Ave.
   0144 – E-911 hang up/investigation, 42 Carmell
   0250 – loud party complaint, 363 Church St.
   1215 – civil matter, 48 Carmell
   1257 – suspicious situation, Sumpter/Paula’s
   1456 – suspicious person, 204 Victorian Ln.
Monday, April �0:
   0827 – follow-up, BHS
   0843 – malicious destruction of property, Belleville 
Feed Mill
   1300 – warrant arrest, Canton PD
   1356 – found property, Owen/South
   1509 – assault & battery, 251 Henry St.
   1552 – larceny, 271 Henry St.
   1606 – vehicle lockout, BHS
   1620 – vehicle lockout, BHS
   2230 – intimidation threat, BHS
Tuesday, May 1:
   0303 – harassment call, 160 Church St.
   1052 – misc. complaint, 330 E. Huron River Dr.
   1255 – welfare check, 169 N. Liberty St.
   1458 – disorderly conduct, J&T Towing
   1756 – background investigation, 6 Main
   1827 – serve warrant, 63 Biggs
Wednesday, May �:
   0038 – property damage accident, Wexford/ East 
Huron River Dr.
   0145 – suspicious vehicle, 811 Estrada
   0752 – vehicle lockout, 13 Carmell St.
   1114 – welfare check, 573 E. Huron River Dr.
   1606 – assist fire dept., 3 Santa Clara St.
   1618 – animal complaint, 53 Wabash Ave.
   1830 – E-911 cellular, 548 Sumpter
   2009 – agency assist, Bemis/Savage
Thursday, May �:
   0210 – mental, 506 Harbour Pointe Dr.
   1234 – suspicious vehicle, 200 Henry St.
   1338 – private property accident, Sumpter Rd./ 
Industrial Park Dr.
   1524 – vagrant, Liberty/E. Huron River Dr.
   1701 – animal complaint, 305 Edison Ave.
   1908 – suspicious vehicle, Victory Park
Friday, May �:
   0220 – welfare check, 241 Second St.
   0238 – narcotics crime, 51 Loza Lane
   1101 – intimidation threat, 167 Fourth, library
   1146 – all other traffic, N. Liberty/First
   1152 – vehicle lockout, BHS
   1236 – civil matter, 27 Menlo Park Dr.
   1318 – vehicle lockout, BHS
   1447 – juvenile complaint, 500 W. Columbia
   1538 – background investigation, 357 Victorian Ct
   1949 – suspicious person, Main/N. Liberty
   2052 – suspicious situation, 146 High St., Johnny’s
   2255 – warrant arrest, 6 Main St.
Saturday, May �:
   0106 – assist fire dept., 575 Sumpter, Co-op
   1021 – misc. complaint, BHS
   1508 – suspicious person, Victory Park
   1519 – ATV/ORV complaint, 30 Carmell St.
   2121 – suspicious person, 65 S. Liberty St.
   2315 – parking complaint, 410 Estrada
   2356 – suspicious situation, 700 Savage
Also on this week’s log are 20 traffic stops.

Sunday, April ��:
   1643 – animal complaint, 24000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   2257 – malicious destruction of property, Colorado
Monday, April �0:
   0142 – animal complaint, Schrock/Willow
   0443 – well-being check, 29000 bl. Sumpter
   0617 – suspicious vehicle, 29000 bl. Sherwood
   0654 – alarm, 18000 bl. Savage
   1013 – harassment complaint, 21000 bl. Fenster
   1305 – warrant arrest, out of township
   1317 – alarm, 17000 bl. Martinsville
   1332 – citizen assist, Oakville Waltz/Sumpter
   1513 – family trouble, 45000 bl. Paris
   1552 – fraud complaint, 27000 bl. Dunn
   1621 – breaking & entering report, 44000 bl. Clay

   1645 – alarm, 24000 bl. Sumpter
   1839 – suspicious vehicle, Willis/Sherwood
   1952 – civil dispute, Greenmeadow
   2109 – suspicious incident, 24000 bl. Sumpter
   2130 – well-being check, 40000 bl. Willow
   2152 – animal complaint, Willow/Sumpter
   2203 – family trouble, 20000 bl. Sumpter
   2228 – assault, Greenmeadow
   2248 – harassment complaint, 50000 bl. Willis
   2331 – property damage accident, Oakville Waltz/ 
Elwell
Tuesday, May 1:
   0857 – trespassing complaint, New Mexico
   1142 – suspicious incident, 45000 bl. Harris
   1315 – fire dept. assist, Country Club
   1340 – larceny report, 43000 bl. Judd
   1543 – fire dept. assist, Greenmeadow
   1924 – threats complaint, 45000 bl. Harris
   2113 – harassment complaint, 45000 bl. Harris
   2130 – suspicious person, New Mexico
   2254 – property damage accident, Willow/Sumpter
Wednesday, May �:
   0435 – traffic hazard, Rawsonville/Willis
   1055 – larceny report, 27000 bl. Sumpter
   1955 – mental health commitment, 19000 bl. Sharon 
Ct.
   2007 – fight, Bemis/Savage
   2019 – animal complaint, Edgewood
   2113 – suspicious person, 21000 bl. Bohn
   2135 – harassment complaint, Greenmeadow
Thursday, May �:
   0320 – suspicious person, Sumpter/Willow
   0947 – well-being check, 28000 bl. Sumpter
   1313 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter
   1610 – well-being check, 46000 bl. Executive
   1643 – 911 hangup investigation, 29000 bl. 
Martinsville
   1705 – fire dept. assist, 23000 bl. Martinsville
   1711 – civil dispute, New Mexico
   1720 – child abuse/neglect, Wyoming
   1828 – 911 hangup investigation, 29000 bl. 
Martinsville
   1834 – animal complaint, Stonecrest
   2112 – fire dept. assist, 23000 bl. Martinsville
   2335 – citizen assist, 6000 bl. Oakville Waltz
Friday, May �:
   0101 – mental health commitment, Utah
   0912 – animal complaint, Harris/Haggerty
   1348 – fire dept. assist, Country Club
   1554 – neighbor dispute, 45000 bl. Judd
   1718 – larceny report, 46000 bl. Judd
   2217 – larceny report, 18000 bl. Martinsville
   2232 – warrant arrest, Sumpter/Bemis
   2338 – juvenile complaint, 40000 bl. Harris
Saturday, May �:
   1007 – fire dept. assist, 46000 bl. Bemis
   1205 – animal complaint, 42000 bl. Wear
   1230 – alarm, Rustic Lane
   1232 – reckless driving complaint, 19000 bl. 
Sumpter
   1340 – larceny report, 42000 bl. Harris
   1552 – shots fired investigation, 46000 bl. Willis
   1614 – assist other agency, Willis/Bunton
   1630 – fire dept. assist, Wayside
   1654 – property damage accident, 11000 bl. Bemis
   2014 – shots fired investigation, 21000 bl. Elwell
   2033 – ORV complaint, 20000 bl. Elwell
   2040 – fire dept. assist, Carriage Lane
   2041 – suspicious incident, 27000 bl. Sherwood
   2052 – reckless driving complaint, 50000 bl. 
Arkona
   2238 – family trouble, 17000 bl. Sharon Ct.
   2324 – breaking & entering report, 27000 bl. 
Sumpter
Also on this week’s log are 17 misc. details, 132 
patrol checks, 82 traffic stops, and 18 follow-up 
investigations.

Tyler Road over I-275 closes for 
� weeks for overpass work
   

   Van Buren Township Police announces 
that construction began Friday on the Tyler 
Road overpass at I-275 and the public is 
advised to plan alternate routes. Motorists 
also should expect delays on I-275. The 
project completion will take approximately 
7 weeks. Employees at GE, Dana Corp., 
and Visteon in the Grace Lake Corporate 
Center, may still enter their facility off 
Hannan or Ecorse roads.
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PUT OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE TO WORK FOR YOU!

Quality Home
Maintenance Service

47500 W. Huron River Drive
Belleville, MI 48111

Licensed
Insured

24 Hour Service

25 Years
Experience

Rick Smith
Electrician

Builder
734-968-4509

Kitchens & Baths • Additions • Basements 
Decks • Pole Barns • Electrical • Concrete

Retaining Walls • Docks
FREE

ESTIMATES

CALL US FIRST!
• COMPLETELY PAVED PREMISES •

• LIGHTED, SECURE AREA •
WITH CAMERA MONITORING

• 24 HOUR / 7 DAY ACCESS •
• MONTH TO MONTH •

• DISCOUNTS FOR LONG TERM •
• INDOOR AND OUTDOOR STORAGE •

• MOVING SUPPLIES AND LOCKS •
• 4 SIZES AVAILABLE •

734-482-1502
6130 RAWSONVILLE RD. • BELLEVILLE
(1 MILE SOUTH OF I-94 AT TEXTILE RD.)

www.ulockitselfstorage.com
ulockit@sbcglobal.net

SERVING
YPSILANTI
TOWNSHIP!

MOVE IN SPECIAL!
1/2 OFF FIRST MONTH!

Pete Pitzen works to get 
all his S. Biggs neighbors 
flying flag on June 14

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   Pete Pitzen is on a mission to get all his 
neighbors on South Biggs Street in the City 
of Belleville to fly American Flags on Flag 
Day, June 14.
   He has been going door to door with a 
flyer asking the neighbors to make their 
street unique in the city by having every 
house flying a flag.
   “Wouldn’t it be neat, if in all of Belleville, 
South Biggs was the only street to have a 
flag at every home?” he asks in his flyer. “I 
would hope that every house in Belleville 
would display the Flag, but I seriously 
doubt that will happen.
   “Help me make South Biggs special in 
this regard and create a sense of pride in 
our neighborhood and our country.”
   Pitzen has jumped onboard Belleville 
Police Chief Gene Taylor’s “American 
Pride Project” with the goal of having all 
homes and businesses in the Belleville area 
fly flags on Flag Day, but especially in the 
City of Belleville.
   “Let’s show America that we still have 
our Pride by displaying the American 
Flag,” Chief Taylor said.
   He has porch flag kits, with poles and 
brackets, for $15, with a bumper sticker 
thrown in. If people want a flag and don’t 
have the money, he has donations from 
sponsors and so the flags can be given 

away free of charge.
   Major sponsors who have donated $100 
or more to the American Pride Project are 
Burhop’s Collision, Delux Tents & Events, 
Mr. Muffler, Belleville Central Business 
Community, Polish Legion of American 
Veterans USA Post #164, Tuscan Manor, 
and Belleville Charhouse.
   Whatever funds are left over after the flag 
project concludes will be given to Disabled 
American Veterans and Paralyzed Veterans 
of America, Chief Taylor said.
   Chief Taylor gave recent presentations 
on the flag project to the Belleville City 
Council and the township boards of 
Sumpter and Van Buren. The Sumpter 
Police Department agreed to provide flag 
kits from their office, as well.
   Chief Taylor has a big box of flags at 
the Belleville Police Department, 6 Main 
Street. For more information call Chief 
Taylor at 699-2710 or drop by the Belleville 
Police Station.
   For more information on Pitzen’s project 
on South Biggs, call him at 699-8563, 
contact him at Pitzp2@yahoo.com or drop 
by his home at 48 S. Biggs
   Pitzen said if one of his neighbors has a 
problem installing the kit, “Let me know 
and I’ll see what I can do to help.”
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Get the free mobile app at
http://gettag.mobi

We offer:
  • Pre-School
  • Experienced Staff
  • Open Mon.-Fri - 6am - 6pm

34 Years Experience & Qualified Teachers.

41505 S. I-94 Service Dr., Belleville 48111

is now accepting children ages 2 1/2 to
12 yrs. for enrollment.

Phone
734-461-9458

Visit on the Web
@fmar1.org

Where Pets and
People Meet.

Promoting a
Healthy and Safe
Environment for All.

BUSINESS HOURS
Sunday & Monday - closed
Tues, Wed, Fri, Sat - 10AM

Thurs 12PM - 8PM

Where you are paws-itivily special
to us!

With This Ad - Full Grooms
10% OFF!

For First Time Clients

NEED A TENT?
Tents  Tables  Chairs

   and more!

Call Doug

734-740-1483

Dog Boarding
Regency Kennels

(734) 699-7338
or visit us @

850 Savage Rd., Belleville

Visit smalltimeexcavating.com for more info!

Free Estimates

Lunch Box told to go 
ahead with outdoor café 
while permit is pending

By Bob Mytych
Independent Special Writer

   At its April 12 meeting, the Belleville 
Planning Commission told the owners of 
the Lunch Box Restaurant on Main Street 
to go ahead with its plans to operate outdoor 
seating while its café permit is undergoing 
administrative approval.
   The city’s café ordinance regulating 
outdoor seating took on a couple of 
revisions over the years, once for JB’s 
Place several years ago and the other for 
the Bayou Grill in 2009.
   Lunch Box owners Rodney and Ashley 
Herald were told their application would 
have to be approved by the planning 
commission, then the city council for final 
approval. Their request was placed on the 
April 12 agenda.
   But, under commissioners’ review at 
the meeting, they interpreted that the 
most recent language calls for a special 
use permit which would require a public 
hearing along with residential notification 
by mail.
   Ashley Herald, who attended the meeting 
in the absence of her husband who was 
out of town on business, was instructed to 
return in May for a special hearing, which 
was to be scheduled. The meeting ended 
without approval of any kind.
   Belleville Building Director Keith Boc 
called Ashley back into the chambers and 
told her to go ahead with her plans and 
move forward with the project, citing that 
this was the city’s mix-up and that the city 
would waive the special approval permit 
application fees. 
   Herald was advised to obtain a letter of 
support from the property owner and attach 
it to the application to keep on file with the 
city. The café permit was the only item on 
the evening’s agenda.
   The Lunch Box is proposing to offer a 
24’ by 30’ outdoor seating area next to the 
existing building, separated by a 14’ open 
space adjacent to the building’s side door. 
A portable café fencing system would be 
erected along the perimeter of the seating 
area. There will be no seating on the 
sidewalk in front of the building.

Police arrest woman for 
stabbing boyfriend with 
kitchen knife

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   Denise Lashawn Courtwright, 43, of Van 
Buren Township has been charged with one 
count of Felonious Assault and one count 
of Domestic Violence, second offense, 
after she allegedly stabbed her boyfriend 
several times in the chest and arm with a 
kitchen knife.
   The incident started with a verbal 
argument at 11649 Meadows Lane just 
before 3:33 a.m. May 2.
   When police arrived Jack Ray Lantz, 56, 
of VBT, was bleeding profusely. He was 
transported to St. Joseph Mercy Hospital.
   VBT Police Captain Gregory Laurain 
said Courtwright was very uncooperative 
and resisted officers.
   She was arrested and later charged by 

the Wayne County Prosecutor’s Office. 
She was arraigned on the charges at 34th 
District Court and bond was set at $10,000 
cash.
   Courtwright was remanded to the Wayne 
County Jail. A preliminary exam was set for 
9 a.m., Wednesday, May 16 at 34th District 
Court in Romulus.

Independent photo by Rosemary K. Otzman
On Saturday, the Friends of the Belleville 
Area District Library held their used book 
sale. The group earns about $10,000 a year 
to help the library with items and events.

Tiger golf bows to 
Skyline, beats Annapolis

By Bob Mytych
Independent Sports Editor

The Belleville Tigers golf team started 
the month of May off with a 160-178 loss 
to Ann Arbor Skyline on May 3, played at 
the Harbour Club Golf Course.

Casey Fecker led the team with a 41, 
followed by a 43 from Mike Brothers, 45 
from Mark Dybicki, and a 49 from Hunter 
Manke. Other teams’ scores included a 51 
from Kris Sharp and a 52 by Tyler White. 

In a recent match against Annapolis, the 

Tigers defeated their division rivals, 179-
235, also played at Harbour Club. Brothers 
led the team with a 41, followed by Fecker 
and Dybicki with a pair of 43s, and Kris 
Sharp with 52.

Back on April 18, Belleville lost to 
Garden City behind the efforts of Brothers 
and Sharp each with 43s while Tyler White 
and Jacob Siterlet carded 46s. The match 
was contested at the Westland Municipal 
Golf Course. 

The Tigers have only one match this week 
at Edsel Ford on Tuesday before heading 
off for the Dearborn Elite Invitational next 
Monday. 
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MOTHER’S DAY
IS MAY 13TH!

Atchinson Ford will match
any competitor written price!

+

+

BUY TIRES, GET

REWARDED
OWNER ADVANTAGE REWARDS®

WHY GO ANYWHERE ELSE FOR TIRES?

EARN 5% CREDIT
TOWARD FUTURE PURCHASES WITH
OWNER ADVANTAGE REWARDS®.

* Dealer installed retail purchases only, limit one redemption per customer. Purchase tires between 4/1/12 and 5/31/12. Rebate must be submitted 
by 6/30/12. $100 tire rebate cannot be combined with any other tire manufacturer-sponsored rebate/offer. See Service Advisor for details.

Atchinson Ford Sales, Inc.,  9800 Belleville Rd., Belleville, MI 48111

OPEN SATURDAYS 10AM - 3PM!
734-697-9161

www.atchinson.net

Show Your
StripeS

ATTENTION CURRENT ADVERTISERS:
Now Through July 5, 2012,

Double The Size of your DiSplay

aD (or larger) for 4 weekS or

More & receive free color!!!!
NoT a curreNT aDverTiSer of

The belleville iNDepeNDeNT?
aDverTiSe for 2 MoNThS wiTh

color aND geT 1 MoNTh of

color for free!!!!

Kevin McNamara 
announces candidacy
for redrawn District 11
                                       
   Wayne County Commissioner Kevin 
M. McNamara, D-Canton, has served the 
residents of Wayne 
County in District 11 for 
the past six years with 
a focus on improving 
the infrastructure, 
parks and recreation, 
and supporting senior 
programs.
   Last week he 
announced that he 
will be running for re-
election in the redrawn Wayne County 
Commission District 11 that is comprised 
of the communities of Belleville, Huron 
Township, Romulus, Sumpter Township, 
Van Buren Township, Wayne, and a 
southern portion of Westland. 
   McNamara has led efforts to combine 
federal and state road dollars with county 
road funds to improve roads in western 
Wayne County. Since 2006, an excess of 
$25 Million in county funds have been 
committed to road projects that led to the 
reconstruction or improvement of 15 roads 
in western Wayne County to improve safety 
and traffic flow.
   Commissioner McNamara has championed 
improvements in the Wayne County Parks 
system, including a project that will see 
the Lower River Rouge reconnected from 
Canton to Dearborn Heights with the 
removal of the Wayne Road dam.
   He recently led an effort to ensure that the 
Chandler Family Aquatic Center in Detroit 
will remain open for another five years 
through a county funding commitment.
   Furthermore, McNamara collaborated 
with the Wayne County Road Commission 
and the Van Buren Township Downtown 
Development Authority to join the DDA’s 
resources with federal road funds to 
reconstruct an unsafe and cumbersome 
intersection at Belleville Road and Ecorse 
that will begin this summer.
   Currently, McNamara serves as chair of 
the youth services committee of the Wayne 
County Commission, a standing committee 
that he urged his colleagues to form in 2011 
to ensure that youth programs continue to 
be funded appropriately, especially juvenile 
services. He also serves as vice chair of 
the committee on public services, which 
oversees the county’s roads and bridges 
and parks and recreation operations.

   McNamara serves as a member of the 
ways and means committee; public safety 
committee; technology task force; and the 
transparency in Wayne County Government 
taskforce. Additionally, he is a member of 
the Wayne County Head Start Governing 
Board.
   McNamara is a delegate to SEMCOG, 
Southeast Michigan’s regional planning 
agency, where he serves on the executive 
and finance committees. He is also active on 
committees which oversee transportation 
and infrastructure projects.
   A current resident of Canton, McNamara 
is in the process of moving his home 
within the redrawn district. The current 
District 11 is Belleville, Canton Township, 
Sumpter Township, Van Buren Township 
and Wayne.
   The districts were redrawn as a result of 
the 2010 U.S. Census results. The original 
district’s population grew by 12.9 percent, 
largely fueled by the growth in Canton and 
Van Buren.
   McNamara is a leader with a career 
that spans government, higher education 
and corporate management and sales. His 
commitment is to significantly enhance 
Wayne County’s infrastructure to help 
improve the everyday lives of residents 
and businesses.
   He frequently interacts with citizens, 
businesses, and all types of groups 
and collaborates with Wayne County 
Commission colleagues to develop 
innovative ways to move the county forward 
while adhering to the difficult budget 
constraints facing all government entities 
in Michigan and across the country.

Kevin McNamara

More Letters
Thanks for help with 
Democratic Caucuses
To the Editor:
   This is an open letter of appreciation from 
the Southwestern Wayne (County) Democratic 
Club to the Tri-Community for their help and 
support with the Democratic Caucuses which 
were held on Saturday May 5, 2012.
   To the City of Belleville for the use of Victory 
Station, the Township of Sumpter for the use of 
Community Center, and to the Wayne County 
Fair Grounds in Van Buren Township for the 
use of the newly decorated Dining Hall. 
   Everything went smooth and without a hitch.     
Again on behalf of the Southwestern Wayne 
Democratic Club, a big thank you to all of you.
Democratically yours,
John Herman, President
Southwestern Wayne (County) Democratic 
Club
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Willis Feed & Country Store
10200 Railroad Street, Willis, Michigan

(South end of Meridian St, off Willis Rd, Between Rawsonville and Bunton)

(734) 461-1111 willisfeed@att.net
We look forward 
to seeing you soon.

The Pond STocking Truck

Will Be AT The WilliS Mill

SATurdAy, MAy 12Th

2:00PM - 3:00PM
Come on in and see for yourself. We carry a wide variety of:
 ÿ Dog and Cat Food
 ÿ Wild Bird Seed, Squirrel Food
 ÿ Horse and Livestock Feed
 ÿ Hay and Straw
 ÿ Country Crafts
 ÿ Critters such as Goats, Rabbits, Chicks Etc.

NEW HOURS:
Mon.-Fri.  9am-6pm

Sat. 9am-5pm
Sun. 12pm-4pm

We’re

Back!

now’s the time to swap your ride!

*A/Z Plan Pricing. 10,500 miles per year. Includes Factory and Renewal Rebate. Requires $2000 due at signing plus taxes and plates. With Approved Credit. **A/Z Plan Pricing. All rebates to dealer. May require Ford Credit Financing. Plus taxes and fees. May require trade-in.

Atchinson Ford Sales, Inc.
9800 Belleville Rd.
Belleville, MI 48111

OPEN SATURDAYS 10AM - 3PM!
734-697-9161
www.atchinson.net

2012
Fiesta se

Sync, Sport Pkg., Heated Seats

 $162 per month*
24 month lease.

 $124 per month*
24 month lease.

 Buy for $21,797**

USED CAR SPECIAL
2009 escape xlt

4x4, V6, Chrome Wheels, 27K

$17,995

2012
Focus se

 $750 rebate +
$750 trade-in assistance

 Buy for $16,388**

2012
escape limited

Leather, Moonroof, Sync, Rear Camera

 $152 per month*
24 month lease.

 Buy for $23,007**

 $297 per month*
24 month lease.

Rebates up to $5,750

We Need
YouR used

caR!

Get moRe
moNeY

FoR YouR
tRade-iN!

2012
FusioN sel

Auto, Leather, Sync, Moonroof,
         & Rear
   Camera

2012
tauRus sel

 $231 per month*
24 month lease.

 Buy for $22,468**

2012
edGe se

Sync, Sirius Radio 

 $250 per month*
24 month lease.

 Buy for $24,697**

2012 F-150
supeRcab xlt

 4x4, Sync, Tow Pkg, Chrome Pkg.

UP TO

$750 TRADE-IN

ASSISTANCE!

51300 Huron river Drive (Corner of Rawsonville & Huron River/Textile)

Call For An
Appointment

(734)

487.9014

Stop By For
Any oF theSe
Free ServiceS
Tire Rotation
Brake Inspection
Steering Inspection
Exhaust Inspection
Spring Inspection
Check Engine Light
Code Reading
33 Point Inspection

Call For An Appointment

734.487.9014

12 Months/12,000 Mile Warranty    Monday-Friday 8am to 6pm    Saturday 8am to 4pm

SAVE!
The ‘Sliding Scale’ Coupon

      If your vehicle          You will receive
      service totals:          the discount:

$50 - $99.99 $10 OFF
$100 - $199.99 $20 OFF
$200 - $299.99 $30 OFF
$300 - $499.99 $40 OFF
$500 or MORE $50 OFF

  Must present at time of write-up.

ALIGNMENT
starting at $39

Includes inspection of the
suspension system, free tire

inspection, check tire pressure.
Additional parts & labor extra.

Most cars and light trucks.

Economy BrakE SErvicE
FRONT OR REAR

BRAKE PADS
starting at $99

Includes two pads or shoes,
machining of rotors or
 drums. Most vehicles.

Semi-metallic pads only.

PrEmiUm BrakE SErvicE
FRONT OR REAR

BRAKE PADS
starting at $139
Includes two pads or shoes,

machining of rotors or
 drums. Most vehicles.

Premium pads or shoes.

one Stop
tire Shop

WE
BEAT ALL
DEALS!

• FREE lifetime rotations
• FREE tire repair
• 1/2 OFF alignment with
   purchase of four tires


