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Tim Katona of Sumpter Township, standing right with his award, was presented with the Lifetime Achievement Award from the 
National Reining Horse Association at its Winter Meeting in Fort Worth, TX, on Feb. 10. Seated, in front from left, are his father John 
Katona, his mother Charlotte Anton, and his stepfather Cornell Anton. Besides Tim’s wife Cindy and his sister Pam Melton, present 
were his brother-in-law Mike Melton, his nephew Matthew Melton and his wife Victoria, who is pregnant with twins. Also pictured are 
eight clients from the Belleville area who paid their own way to Texas to celebrate his award: Becky Shannon, Pam Schembri, Roberta 
Kirouac, Debbie Mosher, Tim Heckman, Carla Rodriguez, Bonnie Bayley, and Michele VanHartesvelt.

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

      Tim Katona, who, with his wife Cindy, 
has run the Katona Reining Horses business 
on Bemis Road in Sumpter Township for 
more than 30 years, was honored with a 
national award in Fort Worth, TX, on Feb. 
10.
   He was presented with the National 
Reining Horse Association’s Dale 
Wilkinson Lifetime Achievement Award.
   Besides close family members, a group 
of his clients flew from Belleville to Fort 
Worth to witness the presentation.
   In receiving his award, Katona introduced 
his father John, who put him on his first 

Tim Katona earns NRHA Lifetime Achievement Award
horse when he was five. Also present was 
his mother, Charlotte Anton, who worried 
throughout the years about his safety with 
horses, and his stepfather Cornell Anton, 
who said he is very proud of Tim.
   After his graduation from Belleville High 
School in 1974, Katona worked at quality 
control at Ford Motor Company for the 
summer, long enough to be able to buy a 
pick up truck and head to Texas.
   His parents wanted him to go to college, 
but he told them, “I want to be a horse 
trainer.” His dream was to study with 
famous trainer Shorty Russell. His parents 
relented and bought him a camper top 
for his truck. Then, they tearfully waved 
goodbye to him as he set off for Texas on 
his sister’s birthday, Sept. 25.
   Russell, who trained Katona, called in 
his regrets to the recent awards ceremony 
since his daughter was getting married that 
day.

   Katona said his goal has always been to 
help people show horses at whatever level 
and his successes have been both local and 
national.
   Presently he is training two horses for 
Wayne County Executive Warren Evans at 
the Katonas’ 25-acre spread at 44641 Bemis 
Road that includes multiple pastures, a 20-
acre producing hay field, a main barn with 
more than 25 stalls, indoor and outdoor 
arenas, and a blacksmith shop.
   Katona, a NRHA Professional, maintains 
a very successful non-pro and youth 
clientele and enthusiastically promotes the 
sport of Reining. Katona was instrumental 
in the establishment of the very first 
approved youth classes. He announced 
he was starting classes and Bob Evans 
called him down to his Ohio ranch and 
they put a judges’ school together for the 
youth and held the first judges’ training 

Donald Hazel 
Swinson arrested 
for pulling gun

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   Donald Hazel Swinson, 76, of Sumpter 
Township was arraigned Feb. 17 at 34th 
District Court on charges of assault with 

a dangerous weapon 
(felonious assault) and 
weapons felony firearm 
(using a weapon to 
commit a felony).
   Nelson Po, who lives 
next door to Swinson, 
said Swinson came 
on Po’s property the 
afternoon of Feb. 

15 and pointed a gun at him after Po 
had a verbal argument with Swinson’s 
adult granddaughter over the side-yard 
fence concerning her dogs. Po said the 
granddaughter also pointed a gun at him, 
but she has not been charged.
   Swinson’s probable cause conference is 
set for March 1 at 34th District Court. The 
preliminary exam is scheduled March 8. 
Bond was set at $10,000/10% and Swinson 
bonded out.
   Sumpter Police Chief Eric Luke said at 
about 1:30 p.m. on Feb. 15 Sumpter police 
responded to a residence in the 45000 block 
of Harris Road on the report of a verbal 
dispute between neighbors that escalated 
when one neighbor brandished a handgun 
and threatened the other.
   Upon arrival, Officer Jim Cayce took 
statements from those involved and also 
was provided a video recorded on the cell 
phone of Swinson’s granddaughter. At the 
conclusion of the investigation, officers 
took Swinson into custody for felonious 
assault.
   Swinson is the father of Sumpter Township 
Trustee Don Swinson, whose daughter was 
not involved.
   Po is being prosecuted in Wayne County 

Swinson
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BEST CHIMNEY
& ROOFING CO.

« CHIMNEYS BUILT -
     REPAIRED & CLEANED

« SCREENS INSTALLED

« TUCK POINTING

« ROOFING & GUTTERS

« RESIDENTIAL

« COMMERCIAL

« VIOLATIONS CORRECTED

WORKERS
COMPENSATION &

GENERAL LIABILITY TO
PROTECT HOME OWNER

Since 1962 FREE ESTIMATES

STATE LIC # 40800

SERVING BELLEVILLE &
SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN

www.bestchimneyandroofing.com

734-242-2992
WE DO

PORCHES

OUR 50 th
YEAR!

OUR 50 th
YEAR!

The Belleville-Area
Independent New Website
is Now Online! Visit us @ 

bellevilleareaindependent.com

Read The Newspaper 
On The Web!

60 Main Street, Downtown Belleville
Open 7 Days 6am – 10pm • (734) 697-3033

SAM’S PLACE
FAMILY DINING

BAI

• Try Our Delicious Homemade Stir Frys,
   Greek Salads, Stuffed Cabbage,
   Perogies & Other Polish Combos
• All You Can Eat Fish  – $9.99 Everyday
• Daily Lunch & Dinner Specials

BAI

Mini Breakfast  – $2.25
EGGS, HASH BROWNS,

BACON OR SAUSAGE/TOAST
With purchase of beverage per person
Mon-Fri 6am-11am. Not valid on specials. With coupon only. 

Coupon may not be combined. Dine-in only. Expires 3/31/2017

$5 OFF
From 11am – 10pm Everyday
Any Purchase of $25 or More
Dine-in only. With coupon. Not valid with 

any other offer. One coupon per visit. One 
coupon per table. Expires 3/31/2017

10% OFF
Minimum $4.50 Purchase

Entire
Bill

BAI

Not valid on specials. With coupon only. Coupon may 
not be combined. Dine-in only. Expires 3/31/2017

Mini Breakfast  – $2.25
EGGS, HASH BROWNS,

BACON OR SAUSAGE/TOAST
With purchase of beverage per person

BAI

Mon-Fri 6am-11am. Not valid on specials. With coupon only. 
Coupon may not be combined. Dine-in only. Expires 3/31/2017

Advertise todAy!
Buy 3 Ads, Get 1 Free!
Call our Advertising Manager
Bob Mytych today! 734-699-9020

All Insurances Welcome
Ltd. Lifetime Guarantee
Onsite Rental Cars

R.V. Repair
Auto Glass
Motorcycle

& Watercraft
734.699.7758
jim@sumptercollision.com
www.sumptercollision.com

James Chudzinski
Owner
21585 Sumpter Rd.
Belleville, MI 48111

See
us
on TRAINED

575 Sumpter Road
Belleville, MI 48111

Leasing Phone: 734-699-8676
Join Our Waitlist: 1-800-593-3052
Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9:00am-Noon

TTD Phone: 1-800-348-7011

Email: seniorhousing@csi.coop
Website: www.csi.coop

“Camaraderie and serenity of mind make ours a happy home!”

Quality, Non-profit Housing for Seniors 62+

Belleville

Belleville Co-Op Apts.

is 100% Smoke Free

TREE SERVICE, INC.

10% OFF TREE REMOVAL 
OVER $300 w/AD*

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Fully Insured

No Tree Too Big, No Tree Too Small
734-753-5800

tnttree.com
*ONLY VALID AT TIME OF ESTIMATE.

Quality Home
Maintenance Service

Belleville, MI 48111

Licensed
Insured www.AQHMS.com

Rick Smith
Electrician

Builder
734-968-4509

Kitchens & Baths • Interior & Exterior Painting • Additions
Basements • Decks • Docks • Concrete

FLOORING!  Tile, Ceramic, Carpet, Laminate, Hardwood
30 YEARS

EXPERIENCE SCHEDULE NOW
For Spring Projects!

Enroll in Our Fall Program

Belleville 
Child Care

For children ages 22 to 12 years.
We offer:
   Pre-School
   2 Directors
  We Accept DHS
  No Registration Fee

40 Years Experience & Qualified Teachers.
Open Mon.-Fri - 6am - 6pm

734-697-4523
41505 S. I-94 Service Drive
Belleville, Michigan 48111
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Independent photo by Rosemary K. Otzman
Belleville Moose Lodge #934 and Women of the Moose, Chapter #1135, purchased cases 
of Tommy Moose stuffed animals for local police departments to be used to comfort 
children in traumatic situations. The presentation was Feb. 15 at the Moose Lodge in 
Sumpter Township. From left are Craig Daroci, Governor of the Moose; Tina Watts, 
Senior Regent of Women of the Moose; Sumpter Police Chief Eric Luke; Belleville 
Police Officer Sarah Dzagulones; and Belleville Police Cpl. Todd Schrecengost. More 
than 120,000 of the 12-inch-tall plush animals have been delivered by the Moose, without 
cost, to police, fire, hospital and other emergency workers. The Moose purchased a case 
of Tommy Moose stuffed animals for each department -- Sumpter, Belleville, and Van 
Buren -- but Van Buren did not acknowledge the letter about the presentation or send 
anyone to accept the donation, said Robert Coutts, Moose Lodge administrator.

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

      When Van Buren Township spent 
some $750,000 of Wayne County Local 
Roads Initiative funds in 2015 to renovate 
Venetian, Dewitt, and Jeanette streets 
and the entrance to Walden Woods, other 
subdivision residents complained.
   “Why didn’t you offer it to us?” they asked 
and township officials said next time they 
get money they will ask for applications 
for all qualified projects.
   VBT Supervisor Kevin McNamara wants 
to make sure that everyone interested in 
using this second round of county money 
to fix their streets knows they can apply for 
consideration. Deadline is March 3.
   Ron Akers, director of the VBT 
Department of Planning and Economic 
Development, said the county has for a 
second time allocated $750,000 to repair, 
resurface, or reconstruct existing local 
township residential zoned roads under 
Wayne County’s jurisdiction within VBT.
   The county requires 20% matching funds 
of the total cost of the project and in the first 
project the residents paid that percentage.
   Homeowner associations can apply 
and those roads without HOAs may call 
Akers at (734) 699-8913 to discuss their 
applications.
   Akers said McBride Road, the gravel road 
in a residential area in front of McBride 
Middle School, is estimated to cost about 
$900,000 to upgrade and would take the 
whole county allocation.
   He said he has talked to a couple of 
residents on McBride who may circulate 
petitions asking if they are interested in 
forming a special assessment direct to fund 
their share.
   The roadway is usually rutted because of 
the heavy school buses that travel to and 
from the school and the poor drainage of 
the road. Parents regularly complain about 
how difficult it is to get to the school in 
their cars.
   In the spring of 2016, the school district 
thought it could use sinking funds for its 
share of the roadway reconstruction, but 
had to back off the project when it learned 
sinking funds could not legally be used.
   “It is the township’s intent to allocate the 
project funds as equitably as possible for 
the project,” Akers said.
   “If there are more applications than can 
reasonably be funded, the township will 
review the requests based on eligibility, 
the condition of the roads, and the amount 
of funding which can be provided by the 
subdivision/homeowners.
   “Using this method, the township will 
make a determination as to how the eligible 

VBT asks public to apply to use 
$750,000 in county road funds

funding will be allocated.”
   Akers explained the road situation.
   He said local residential roads in VBT 
are either public roads owned by Wayne 
County or they are private roads which are 
owned privately by the owners who front 
upon it.
   For public roads owned by Wayne County, 
the county receives money from the State 
of Michigan (Act 51 funding) in order to 
provide ongoing maintenance of the local 
roads.
   Due to the large amount of paved roads in 
the county and limited financial resources 
received from the state, Wayne County has 
not always had the resources to pay for 
improvements to local residential roads in 
townships, Akers said.
   Historically, if residential road 
improvements needed to be made, 
the residents would have to pay for 
improvements to local residential roads in 
townships, he said.
   “Due to this there have been many 
local roads which are in need of repair or 
restoration,” Akers said.
   He said the county funds are required to 
be used to repair, resurface, or reconstruct 
existing Wayne County owned residentially 
zoned roads in townships in Wayne County. 
These roads must be determined by Wayne 
County to be ineligible to receive federal 
aid funding or are determined by Wayne 
County to be federal-aid challenged.
   Wayne County considers federal-aid 
challenged roads to be roads which are 
technically eligible for federal aid funding, 
but will likely never be chosen for federal 
funding due to factors like low traffic 
counts, right-of-way constraints, lane-
width restrictions, etc. Most Wayne County 
owned residential roads in VBT qualify for 
these funds, Akers said.
   The application letters should include 
the name of the subdivision interested in 
the program, contact information for a 
representative, and the amount of funds 
the subdivision can contribute toward the 
potential road project.

Nina Vekima graduates 
from Davenport Univ.
   Davenport University announces that 
Nina Vekima of Belleville has officially 
completed a degree in business, technology, 
health professions or urban education at the 
end of the fall 2016 semester.
   Davenport will host Commencement on 
April 30, where students will participate in 
graduation ceremonies in downtown Grand 
Rapids.

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

      Van Buren Township Senior Director 
Lynette Jordan told the township board that 
she wants to change the September Days 
Senior Center name so it doesn’t reflect 
getting old.
   She said Baby Boomers don’t like the 
word “senior” and say, “I’m not getting 
old.” She wants to attract the Boomers.
   Jordan said 20 cities have changed the 
names of their senior centers to reflect a 
place to stay active and connected, rather 
than a place of older people.
   She said in Canton the center is now Club 
55 and another place is called Next.
   Jordan said the senior center has evolved 
and they have an arthritis class and Zumbo 
Gold, for members aged 50+ to 100+.
   She put the notice about a possible name 
change in the Winter 2017 September Days 
Newsletter and asked seniors to put their 
name ideas in the suggestion box at the 
center. At the Feb. 6 township board work/
study session she announced she had more 
than 20 replies, so far.
   She told the board that Virginia Melcher 
founded September Days in 1976 and 

Senior director wants to change 
September Days name for Baby Boomers

they had 300 members. She said she 
called Melcher who said she looked at the 
seasons reflected by Parks and Recreation 
programs and determined September Days 
was an appropriate name.
   Jordan said Melcher is not in favor of 
changing the name.
   Jordan said now there are 1,600 members 
and 30 programs weekly. If you count each 
participant in a program, there are more 
than 20,000 participating, she said.
   VBT Trustee Reggie Miller said the name 
change is very important and called it a 
“rebranding.”
   Jordan said she wants the name to reflect 
fitness, health, and socialization and make 
the center inviting.
   “It won’t change unless the board votes 
to change it,” said Supervisor Kevin 
McNamara. He asked board members to 
give her ideas on names.
   “If we don’t like it, it stays the same,” 
Supervisor McNamara said.
   Although Jordan’s name change 
suggestion wasn’t on the board’s work/
study agenda for Feb. 6, McNamara added 
it with the consent of board members so it 
could be discussed.
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   The Mayors’ Ball held at the Belleville 
Yacht Club recently raised $50,000 for the 
Belleville and Romulus Boys and Girls 
Clubs. John Juriga, who helped start both 
the Romulus and the Belleville clubs, 
said he understands a very generous BYC 
member paid for all the alcohol served, the 
rental of the building, and other expenses, 
so the ticket sales and auction money could 
all go to the clubs.
   He said the 240 tickets at $100 a head 
were sold out before the event even started 
and everyone had a great time.
   Juriga was overwhelmed and very happy 
when he reported the total. I remember the 
night he came to the school board meeting, 
years ago, to report he had a million dollars 
donated from an anonymous donor to start 
the Belleville Boys and Girls Club. Later, 
the donor was revealed to be Richard and 
Patricia Donahey and the club was named 
after them.
   When he stopped by to give me the total 
last week, Juriga was on his way to tell 
Patricia Donahey the good news. Richard 
passed away Nov. 1 at the age of 88.
   The Belleville Boys and Girls Club is 
housed in Edgemont Elementary School, 
125 S. Edgemont St.

***
   At the Feb. 14 meeting of the Belleville 
Area District Library Board, board 
member Joy Cichewicz, who is a librarian 
in Ypsilanti, said that students from a class 
came into the library and one of the things 
they had to do was see a newspaper. Most 
had never seen a newspaper before, she 
said.

***
   We’ve had trouble finding the school board 

videos cablecast on Comcast TV channel 
19, so I asked School Supt. Kudlak about 
it before the last school board meeting. He 
said he would check into it.
   I have asked for a schedule in the past so 
I could share it with our readers who may 
like to monitor how their taxpayer dollars 
are being spent, but can’t be at the meetings 
in person. Meeting attendance is very low 
these days.
   Supt. Kudlak contacted me to say the 
meetings are cablecast at noon and 5 p.m., 
Monday through Friday. I checked it out 
at 5 p.m. last Wednesday, Thursday, and 
Friday and the picture was cablecast all 
right, but on all three days there was no 
sound!
   I reported this to Supt. Kudlak on Friday 
afternoon and he replied: “That is very 
disappointing. I will see what we can do.  
Clearly it needs to be usable footage (with 
sound) to serve the community.”
   Parent Angela Mears regularly records 
board meetings and puts pictures of them 
on the SavageStrong/Van Buren Strong 
Schools Facebook Page, with written 
reports on the board business. This is done 
on the night of the meeting. Many people 
we know don’t use Facebook, but for those 
who do that could be an alternative way to 
learn about the board meetings anytime.

***
   A teacher came to me to report on a camera 
that was put in the third-floor teacher break 
room at the high school over Christmas 

break to try to catch someone who had 
been stealing things. The teachers didn’t 
know the camera was there, but once they 
did, they complained and the camera was 
removed. The teacher was concerned this 
was going to be swept under the rug and 
wanted to know if Supt. 
Kudlak knew about it 
and followed through. 
Also, he wondered if 
there was anywhere in 
the school building for 
teachers to have private 
conversations.
   I asked Supt. Kudlak 
about it and he said the camera was legal, 
but they did an investigation and it was a 
poor decision to install it during this time 
when the administration is trying to build 
trust within the district.
   He said, “The tape was never looked at 
and it has been resolved with the union 
and the teachers involved. I don’t feel any 
ill intent was in play, however, we need 
to think carefully on how things will be 
perceived before we do them.”
   He said administrators were talked to 
about “how we need to treat our staff.”

***
   We had some record-breaking high 
temperatures over the week end and it sure 
had everyone thinking spring was here. 
Not so fast. I think more snow is coming.

***

Editorial

City Council plans 
to move quickly on 
Harbour Pointe sts.
      “It will be brutal,” Mayor Kerreen 
Conley predicted of a public meeting to 
discuss a special assessment district to 
redo the concrete streets in Harbour Pointe 
subdivision. She hopes to have this meeting 
in late March.
   At Tuesday’s meeting, the city council 
learned the construction costs would 
be $1,749,924. If a special assessment 
district is set up, the cost would total about 
$1,825,000, which includes a bond attorney, 
financial consultant, and other fees.
   If you divide the total by the number of 
parcels – 95 – assessment per parcel would 
be $19,211. If the cost is determined by 
frontage – totaling 8,264 feet – assessment 
per frontage foot is $221.
   These costs were determined for a 10-
year SAD. The council wants to look at 
15 or 20 years because the cement streets 
should last that long. There still are some 
questions before they move forward. 
The council wants the sidewalks and 
infrastructure fixed at the same time.
   Harbour Pointe, where the mayor lives, 
has the worst streets in the city – except for 
Greylock, which mainly serves Edgemont 
School. The mayor said she wants to be 
able to present the “worst case scenario” 
when she meets with residents so there are 
no surprises. And, she wants it on a “faster 
track” since it has been in the discussion 
phase since last fall. All it takes is for the 
neighbors to agree.
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LettersColumbia Court
Apartments

275 W. Columbia • Belleville

734-697-8200
Minutes From Shopping, Freeways & Restaurants

For Studio Apartments Only.
Accepting Applications for Individuals 62 & Older

H.U.D. Guidlines Apply
A Senior Facility of National Church Residences

Affordable Housing • Sec 8-202

BARBARA ROGALLE MILLER
Attorney At Law
321 Main Street

Belleville, Michigan 48111
(734) 697-4455 - Fax (734) 697-7177

--Anais Nin

"Life shrinks or expands in
proportion to one's courage."

Life’s most persistent and urgent question 
is, “ What are you doing for others?”

-- Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

BARBARA ROGALLE MILLER
Attorney At Law

VICTOR WALBRIDGE
Of Counsel

321 Main Street
Belleville, Michigan 48111

(734) 697-4455 - Fax (734) 697-7177

Pleasing You, Pleases Us

734-325-7799
Members & Qualified Guests

Belleville Family Center # 934
45476 Harris Road
Belleville, MI 48111
bellevillemoose.com

moose934@yahoo.com

Weekday & Weekend Rates

Bartending Service Provided -
Catering Available -- Ask for Tiff!

Free Wi-Fi Hotspot!

Loyal Order of Moose • Women of the Moose • Moose Legion

The Family Fraternity

The Belleville-Area
Independent New Website
is Now Online! Visit us @ 

bellevilleareaindependent.com

Read The Newspaper 
On The Web!

“The attempt to combine wisdom and 
power has only rarely been successful 

and then only for a short while. ”
– Albert Einstein

African American 
Genealogy program 
cancelled for Feb. 23
To the Editor:
   With our sincerest regrets, the library must 
cancel the African American Genealogy 
program scheduled for Thursday, Feb. 23. 
   We would like to encourage everyone 
who was interested in this program to 
register for the instructor’s full genealogy 
workshop, which is coming up in April. The 
class is an ongoing series of four sessions 
scheduled for every Wednesday evening 
of that month. In addition to the basic 
genealogy skills presented in that course 
the instructor will include information 
and resources specific to tracing African 
American ancestry that would have been 
presented in this separate program.
   Registration for April’s genealogy 
workshop opens March 13. We hope to see 
you there!

Amy Greschaw
Adult Services Librarian
Belleville Area District Library

Thank you to Matt
for Valentine sweets
To the Editor:
   We had a very pleasant and wonderful 
surprise last Monday evening, Feb. 13, 
just the day before Valentine’s Day. After 
being gone a good share of the day for 
appointments and returning home about 
8:30 at night, we opened our door to get our 
mail and to our surprise, on the threshold 
between our front door and storm door sat 
a heart shaped candy dish filled with candy, 
wrapped and a bow attached.
   There was also a valentine’s card which 
read, “Happy Valentine’s Day,” signed 
only with the name, Matt. We aren’t sure 
exactly who Matt is, although we have a 
guess or two, but we do want to tell Matt 
that he made our day. His kindness and 
thoughtfulness put a smile on our faces, 
a sweet treat in our tummy and joy in our 
hearts. Thank you so very much Matt.
Ray and Betty Fleming
Belleville 

Thanks to St. Jude
To the Editor:
   Just a note to thank St. Jude for keeping 
me safe in a procedure I just had. My 
prayers were answered.
In Prayers, S.P.

Craft Beer, Wine Taste 
coming up March 4
To the Editor:
   We are less than two weeks away from the 
BACA Craft Beer & Wine Taste Fest. This 
event will be held 5-8 p.m., March 4 at the 
Belleville Yacht Club, 831 E. Huron River 
Dr., Belleville, 48111 and will benefit the 
BACA Music Lakeside program.
   The cost is $35 in advance, $40 at the 
door and includes a sample glass, 10 
drink tickets, entertainment by the Village 
Strings, and food provided by Twisted 
Rooster. There will be silent auction items, 
a 50/50 raffle and a “Booze Bucket” raffle.
   Vendors will include Ypsi Alehouse, 
Draught Horse Brewing, Dearborn 
Brewing, Unity Vibration, Burgdorf 
Winery, Pentamere Winery, Ugly Dog 
Distillery, and more!
   Tickets are available at the Belleville Yacht 
Club (BYC), Belleville Area Chamber 
of Commerce, Romulus Athletic Center 
(Tuesday, Thursday, Fri, and Sunday from 
6 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.) or by calling Geof 
Bush at (734) 776-7596.
   A valid picture ID is required to enter.

Geof Bush
Belleville Area Council for the Arts

Belleville Police catch 
17-year-old driver, two 
juveniles in stolen car
   On Friday night, Belleville Police chased 
and apprehended a stolen car that was taken 
on Feb. 12 out of Van Buren Township.
   Police Chief Hal Berriman said Officer 
Tim Trombley and two reserve officers 
caught the 17-year-old driver and two 
juveniles who bailed out of the vehicle 
which crashed on Henry Street.
   Officer Trombley injured his head and 
ribs after jumping over a fence in the chase 
to catch the driver. The two juveniles were 
caught by reserve officers near Belleville 
High School.
   Chief Berriman said Officer Trombley 
was, “too stubborn to go to the hospital” 
and stayed on duty. He said the officers did 
good police work to capture the three.
   The Wayne County Prosecutor’s office 
issued three warrants for the 17-year-old 
driver, but he was yet to be arraigned as the 
Independent went to press on Wednesday 
because he was in Washtenaw County 
facing other charges.
   Chief Berriman said he is charged 
here with possession of a stolen vehicle, 
resisting arrest, and fleeing and eluding.
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Would you like to have
your Church listed in this

directory? Call Advertising 
Manager Bob Mytych at

734-699-9020 today!

Tim Katona
(continued from page 1) Birthdays

Bethany Bible Church
810 E. Huron River Dr.       Belleville, Michigan 48111

(734) 697-7456
Sunday:  Adult Bible classes & Children’s Sunday School - 9:45am
                Morning Worship - 11:00am
Wednesday:  House of Prayer - 6:30pm • Children and Teens - 6:30pm
                         Kids Awana - 6:30 to 8:15pm (Fall through Spring)
Please visit our website for more information: bethanybiblechurch.com

WE’RE A/C & TRANSMISSION SPECIALISTS!

Read John 3:16 & Acts 2:4
Phone (734) 699-6147   Cell (734) 740-1910

LIBERTY GOSPEL CHURCH
105 N. LIBERTY, BELLEVILLE

Worship in
Spirit & Truth.

HTTP://LIBERTYGOSPELCHURCH.ORG

Sunday Worship  - 10 a.m.
Tuesday Worship  - 7 p.m.
Pastor Bernie Travis

OPEN ARMS LUTHERAN 
CHURCH & DAYCARE

7865 Belleville Rd., Belleville, MI 48111
(734) 699-5000

9 a.m. Adult Bible Class  10 a.m. Worship
www.openarmscenter.com

Towing Available
Open Weekdays 8 a.m – 5 p.m.

Family Owned & Operated For 40 Years!

(734) 699-3185

409 W. Columbia Ave., Belleville, MI 48111 
(734) 697-1211

▪ Saturday Mass: 6:00pm
▪ Sunday Masses:  8:30am & 10:30am
stanthonybelleville.weconnect.com

ST. ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH

EMail: nettroandco@comcast.net
http://www.angelanettro.featuredwebsite.com

  Residential * Commercial * Vacant * Repos * Short Sales

Fax: (734) 697-3531
P.O. Box 592, Belleville, MI 48112

“Real Estate with Real Service”

FREE ESTIMATES! 697-1777
Call Charles "Toby" Leis - anytime

Licensed Master Plumber
#81-10257 "Insured"

Certified Back Flow Cross
Connection Inspector
& Testing

C.A.L. Plumbing & Heating
"Quality and Service you can depend on"

734-461-9458
Visit us @

fmar1.org
and on

Promoting a
Healthy
and Safe
Environment
for All.

Where Pets
and
People Meet.

VISIT WWW.FRIENDSOFMICHIGAN.ORG 
TO ADOPT, DONATE, AND VOLUNTEER!

RIVER OF LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
870 Savage Rd., Belleville, MI 48111

(734) 699-6700
Worship Sunday: 10:30 a.m.  Wed. Family Night: 7-8:15 p.m.
Boys & Girls Ministries, Youth, College & Career, and Seniors Ministry. 

Visit rol-ag.com

You can have confidence with CS&R
Proudly Providing Quality Service Since 1992

Judges say our briefs are the “best they have read” 

“Helping you to get a fresh start today!”

CS & R DIVORCE & DISABILITY    734-425-1074
28473 WARREN ROAD, GARDEN CITY, MI 48135 (located in the MERCEDES PLAZA)

WEBSITE:  www.GetitDoneWithoutLawyers.com

Save up to 80%
DIVORCE (starting at $75)
SSI & DISABILITY CASES

*   GUARDIANSHIP   *   QDRO - QUALIFIED DOMESTIC RELATION ORDER
*   TEMPORARY CUSTODY ORDERS  *   POWER OF ATTORNEY / WILLS
*   PARENTING TIME MOTIONS  *   PROBATE / INHERITANCE
*   CHILD SUPPORT MOTIONS  *   QUIT CLAIM DEEDS 
*   ELMINATE BACK CHILD SUPPORT *   Find MISSING PERSONS/SPOUSE
*   LEGAL CASE BRIEFS

Pastor Bob Lafferty
16650 Sumpter Rd., Belleville

734-345-9053
Sunday Morning Service 10:30    Wednesday Bible Study 6:30

Friday Youth Night 6:30
http://www.bellevillelighthousechurch.org

BELLEVILLE LIGHTHOUSE CHURCH

State Farm®

RESIDENTIAL AND
COMMERCIAL

westbranchbuilders@yahoo.com

LICENSED
INSURED

SERVING OUR
COMMUNITY FOR
OVER 38 YEARS

PHONE 734-476-1098

21321 KARR RD
BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

In-Home Service Calls Too!

(734) 697-3206
Bemis Road @ Savage Roads

WE SELL USED
APPLIANCES!
Pick-Up & Delivery

JOE’S APPLIANCES
Belleville Area Independent/February 23, 2017

at his Belleville-area ranch. The youth 
group was added to the NRHA’s list of 
approved classes. In addition, he helped in 
the formation and organization of NRHA 
Affiliates in the region.
   On their website, the Katonas state: “We 
also offer equine rehabilitation as well as 
a complete breeding operation for your 
mares and stallions. For over 30 years 
Katona Reining Horses has successfully 
trained horses and riders to the highest 
levels, winning various State and 
World Championships in the Appaloosa 
Association, ARHA, Buckskin Congress, 

and competing successfully in NRHA 
Futurities and Derbies.
   “Successfully matching riders and horses 
and developing a successful partnership 
between them has always been one of Tim 
and Cindy’s great passions.
   “We are proud to have had over the years 
numerous world champion reining horses 
and riders, coming out of our program.”

   Feb. 19 – Bernie McManus
   Feb. 26 – Sheila Patton
   Feb. 27 – Gerald McKelvey, Dennis 
Davidson
   Feb. 28 – Ralph Bird
   March 1 – Jennifer Price



Page 6 Belleville Area Independent/February 23, 2017February 23, 2017/Belleville Area Independent Page 7

Obituaries

(734) 697-4500
David C. Brown, Manager   Shelly A. Brown-Chudzinski, Director

Complete Line of Monuments & Markers.
www.DAVIDCBROWNFH.com

David C. Brown Funeral Home

460 E. HURON RIVER DR., BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

Specializing in Celebration of Life Services.

More Obituaries
on page 8

Higgerson & Neal
Funeral Home

Continuing An 85 Year Belleville Tradition Since 1932

James L. Higgerson, Manager
Beverly E. Neal, Director

209 Main Street
Belleville, Michigan 48111

734-697-9400
VISIT US AT WWW.HNFHOME.COM

LOWEST PRICES ON
TOP QUALITY REBUILT

REFRIGERATORS, STOVES,
WASHERS & DRYERS!

“Warranties On All Appliances”

HOME APPLIANCE OUTLET
10% OFF ANY APPLIANCE w/AD!

734-699-5330
851 Sumpter Rd. - Belleville

1 Mile South of I-94 - Belleville Rd. Exit 190
(Located in Belle Plaza)

WHERE FAMILIES COME FIRST
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Includes arrangement conference,
local transportation, crematory,
cremation container,
website obituary
and video tribute.

Simplified

Cremation

$1,695

ROBERT OSCAR LINCOLN
(August 11, 1947 – December 20, 2016)
Robert Oscar Lincoln, 69 of Harrisville, 
formally of Belleville, passed away peacefully 
at his home on Dec. 20, following a short 
illness. Rob was born in Ypsilanti on Aug. 11, 
1947.  He proudly served in the US Navy in 
Viet Nam from 1968 to 1972 as a bow gunner 
on both swift boats PCF 54 and PCF 87. On 
Dec. 1, 1970 he received the Bronze Star with 
“V” for his valor and meritorious service in 
combat. In 2014 he wrote about his experiences 
in Viet Nam and his contribution to the book 
“Restoration of a Legacy, Swift Boats and 
Their Sailors” was published by the Maritime 
Museum of San Diego, CA. After he got out 
of the Navy Rob worked as a district manager 
in Hawaii before returning to  Michigan where 
he worked as a furniture salesman and owned 
his own furniture business for 11 years. He also 
went on to receive his BA in Education from 
EMU.
Rob loved being retired and living in his little 
cottage on Lake Huron surrounded by nature. 
He was interested in history and has been long 
considered the family historian and storyteller. 
He was very close to his family and often 
claimed each of them were his favorite relative. 
The patriotism he learned in the Navy never left 
him and he continued to pursue his interest in 
military history until the time of his passing,    
Rob is preceded in death by his parents, Henry 
Oscar Lincoln, Leilia (Kingsley) Lincoln and 
his sister Phyliss Fink. He is survived by his 
sister, Delores (Lincoln) Packard of Ann Arbor 
along with many loving, nieces, nephews, 
cousins and friends.
A memorial service will be held at Westlawn 
Cemetery in Harrisville on July 1st at 2:00 pm. 
For further details email Elizabethbrandt@
dslextreme.com .
Condolences may be sent to Delores Packard, 
5654 Silo Ridge Dr., Ann Arbor, MI 48104.

Robert Oscar Lincoln

RITA KOSCIELNIAK
(August 24, 1924 – February 18, 2017)
Rita Koscielniak, age 92, of Belleville, 
Michigan, entered eternal life on Saturday, 
February 18, 2017, while under the care of 
Arbor Hospice in Saline, MI.
Rita was born on August 24, 1924, and raised 
in Detroit. She married Edward Koscielniak in 
1946, and the couple moved to Romulus where 
they raised their three children. Following her 
retirement from GM Livonia Plant, Rita moved 
to Belleville where she was active in the local 
senior center and Red Hat Society.
She is survived by her three children: Gary 
(Ruth), Cheri Jodoin, and David; grandchildren: 
Doug, Holly (Ron), and Kelly (Phil); great-
grandchildren: Madison, Julian, Alexis, and 
Ella. Rita was preceded in death by her parents, 
brother, two sisters, husband, grandson, and 
son-in-law.
According to Rita’s wishes, a cremation will 
take place and there will be no visitation. The 
family wishes to express their appreciation to 
the professionals who cared for Rita and the 
many kindnesses extended to the family.

Rita Koscielniak

WANDA ALETHA TAYLOR
(August 13, 1958 – February 15, 2017)
Wanda Aletha Taylor, age 58, of Belleville, 
died February 15, 2017 at Beaumont Oakwood 
Hospital of Dearborn.
Wanda is the beloved mother of Shawn Taylor 
of Belleville, Michael (Kristian) Taylor of 
Belleville, Ebony Taylor of Belleville and 
Patrice Taylor of Belleville; loving daughter 
of Leo (Wilhelmina) Williams of Carleton; 
cherished sister of Leo (Carmen) Williams 
Jr. of Tennessee, Mark (Joyce) Williams of 
Ohio, Natalie Williams of Carleton, Adele 
Williams of Carleton and Pamela Williams 
of Carleton. Wanda is also survived by many 
loving extended family and friends.
Born on August 13, 1958 in Detroit, Michigan, 
Wanda was a longtime Belleville-area resident. 
She enjoyed grilling, gardening, time with her 
family and mostly, loved her children. She will 
be missed.
A service will be held at 2 PM, Saturday, 
February 25, in the main chapel of David C. 
Brown Funeral Home, Belleville (734) 697-
4500. Elder Todd Patterson of the Elder Water 
Jehovah’s Witnesses will officiate the service.  
Calling hours have been arranged for Friday 
from 2 until 8 PM

Wanda Aletha Taylor
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YOUR SAFETY IS OUR PRIORITY!

BAI

Open Monday – Friday  8am - 6pm • Saturday  9am - 1pm

DISC BRAKE SPECIAL
PREMIUM PADS & ROTORS, INCLUDES 
LABOR, STARTING AT $225 OR LESS!

Most Cars. Restrictions Apply.
WITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 2-28-17

W. Columbia Ave. E. Columbia Ave.

Main St. E. Huron River D
r.
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BAI
WITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 2-28-17

$3999
BAI

HEATER 
CORE FLUSH Plus

Coolant

10% OFF
LABOR OVER $100

WITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 2-28-17

WINDOWS TINTED
WEDNESDAYS

CALL FOR APPOINTMENT
(734) 363-1608

Obituaries

THEODORE ‘TED’ ELLIOTT HOOTEN
(June 13, 1937 – February 14, 2017)
Theodore “Ted” Elliott Hooten, of Belleville, 
passed away February 14, 2017 at Evangelical 
Home-Saline. He was 79 years old.  Born June 
13, 1937 in New Castle, Indiana he was the 
son of Theodore Gilbert and Maybell (Elliott) 
Hooten.  
Ted owned a shoe store in Belleville, MI 
called Hoots Boots and won many awards for 
his displays. After that he bought a Kentucky 
Fried Chicken franchise also in Belleville that 
he owned and operated for 35 years. Ted was 
very active in AA and was proud of his 40 years 
of Sobriety.
He is survived by two sons, Theodore Hooten of 
Phoenix, Arizona and Eric Hooten of Ann Arbor; 
his longtime companion Linda Blugerman of 
Maine; his niece Linda Grimmer and her family 
and his nephew Bob Mood and his family. As 
well as his best friend Jim Balmer and other 
friends and extended family.
A memorial service was held on Sunday, 
February 19 at 2:00 p.m. at the Nie Family 
Funeral Home, Liberty Road Chapel, 3767 W. 
Liberty Road Ann Arbor, MI 48103. There will 
be visitation on Sunday from 1:00 p.m. until 
time of the service.
In lieu of flowers memorial contributions 
may be made to Dawn Farm, 502 West Huron 
Ann Arbor, MI 48104. Please visit www.
niefuneralhomes.com to sign the guestbook and 
leave a memory.  

Theodore “Ted” Elliott 
Hooten

PAUL JOHN OSTROWSKI
(March 25, 1935 – February 16, 2017)
Paul John Ostrowski, age 81, of Sumpter 
Township died peacefully at his home Thursday 
morning on February 16, 2017.
Age 81, of Sumpter Township. Died peacefully 
at his home Thursday morning on February 16, 
2017.
Paul is the beloved husband of Betty for 56 
wonderful years; loving father of Anthony 
(Christine) Ostrowski of Chelsea, Anna 
(Donald) Silvenis of Pinckney, Karen (Stanley) 
Alexander of Belleville, Christopher (Connie) 
Ostrowski of Belleville, Paul (Dawna) Ostrowski 
of Ypsilanti, Patrick (Lynette) Ostrowski of 
Belleville and Walter (Ginger) Ostrowski of New 
Boston; proud grandfather of Travis Ostrowski, 
Miranda Ostrowski, Matthew (Elyse) Silvenis, 
Jonathan Silvenis, Sarah (Matthew) Laginess, 
Emily (Drew) Brown, Jessica Ostrowski, Jamie 
Ostrowski, Jacob Ostrowski, Shelbie (Casey) 
Jewell, Raechel Ostrowski, Whitney Ostrowski, 
Levi Ostrowski, Keigan Brimmer, Jamie Berge, 
Elizabeth Ostrowski and Emma Ostrowski.  
Mr. Ostrowski is also survived by his great-
grandchildren, Sophie Laginess, Finn Laginess, 
Owen Brown, Autumn Brown, Carmen Silvenis, 
Rosalie Silvenis, Rylee Jewell and siblings 
Robert (Rae) Ostrowski of Belleville and David 
(Diane) Ostrowski of Ypsilanti. Sadly, Paul was 
preceded in death by his late granddaughter, 
Addison Ostrowski (d. 2007).
Paul was preceded in death by his parents, his sister, 
Pauline, and two brothers, Bernard and Thomas. 
Born on March 25, 1935 in Belleville to Paul 
and Helen Ostrowski. Paul was a lifelong 
Belleville area resident. For over 30 years he 
was a faithful employee of the Ford Motor 
Company at the Rawsonville Plant. Paul was 
a devout parishioner of St. Anthony’s Catholic 
Church in Belleville, where he was a Eucharistic 
Minister and worked in the St. Vincent de 
Paul ministry. He had a love for the outdoors, 
including gardening and playing cards, and was 
the constable for Van Buren Township in the late 
1960s. Mostly, Mr. Ostrowski loved his family 
and spending time with his grandchildren.
A Funeral Mass was celebrated at 11:00 AM 
Monday, February 20 at St. Anthony Catholic 
Church, 409 W. Columbia Ave., Belleville. The 
Ostrowski family greeted guests at the church 
one hour prior to Mass.
A procession with interment prayers followed at 
Hillside Cemetery in Belleville.
Visiting hours were Sunday, February 19, from 
noon until 8 PM in the main chapel of David 
C. Brown Funeral Home, 460 E. Huron River 
Dr., Belleville, MI 48111 (734) 697-4500. A 
scripture service was held Sunday at 7 PM at 
the funeral home.
In lieu of flowers, memorial tributes may be 
directed to Arbor Hospice or the St. Vincent de 
Paul Society.

Paul John Ostrowski

LOIS GENE WEBBER
(August 4, 1935 – February 13, 2017)
Mrs. Lois G. Webber passed away Monday, 
February 13, 2017 peacefully at her home 
surrounded by her family. She was born August 
4, 1935 in Betsy Layne, Kentucky a daughter 
of Ned and Lou (Ratliff) Beltcher.  On March 
13, 2003 she was married to Billy Webber 
in Toledo, Ohio moving to Romulus from 
Covington, Georgia in September 2013.  Mr. 
Webber preceded her in death in May of 2013.  
Mrs. Webber was a member of the Palmer Road 
Church of Christ, Westland. She enjoyed bingo 
and reading the Belleville Independent from 
cover to cover every week.  She was an avid 
viewer of “The Young and the Restless.” Prior 
to her retirement in 1980 she had been employed 
by Griff Brothers of Canton for many years.
Mrs. Webber was the loving mother of Terry 
(Angela) Ausmus, Connie (Tony) Jones and 
Carol (Donald) Hahn. Dear grandmother of 
Jennifer (Andrew) Miller, Stephanie (Todd) 
Forette, Christopher Boyette, Paul Lehman 
and Mandi Boyette. Fond great-grandmother 
of 6 great-grandchildren. Step-mother of Joel 
Webber and John Webber. Sister of Leonard 
Belcher and Ann Morgan. Mrs. Webber was 
preceded in death by her parents, grandson 
Daine Jones and 3 sisters, Opal Henton, Nadine 
Ackers and Betty Jo Ledbetter.
Visitation was held on Wednesday, February 15, 
2017 from 5–8 P.M. at the Higgerson & Neal 
Funeral Home, 209 Main St., Belleville (734-
697-9400). Funeral services were Thursday, 
February 16, 2017 at 11 A.M. at the funeral 
home. Burial followed services at Cadillac 
Memorial Gardens, West.  
The family has suggested memorial contributions 
to the National Kidney Foundation of Michigan, 
Inc., 1169 Oak Valley Dr., Ann Arbor, MI 48108 
in lieu of flowers.  www.hnfhome.com

Lois G. Webber

HILMA I. BONNICI
(October 14, 1928 – February 20, 2017)
Hilma I. Bonnici, age 88, longtime Belleville 
area resident, passed away Monday, February 
20, 2017 at her daughter’s home, following a 
long battle with Alzheimer’s. She was born 
October 14, 1928 in DeKoven, Kentucky, 
daughter of the late Andrew Jackson & Dolin 
M. (Piper) Haney.
Hilma was an active and devoted member of 
St. Anthony Catholic Church, Belleville. She 
was a member of the senior center, and loved 
playing cards, quilting and needle work.  She 
also enjoyed antiques and flea markets.
She is survived by 3 children, Robert (Denyse) 
Bonnici of the Florida Keys, Kim (Reggie) 
Ion of Belleville, and Michael Bonnici of 
Belleville, also 7 grandchildren and numerous 
great-grandchildren. She was preceded in death 
by her husband Joseph on September 10, 2003, 
daughter Marie Bonnici in 1962, also 8 brothers 
and one sister.
Visitation was 12 Noon until 8 PM Wednesday 
at David C. Brown Funeral Home, 460 E. Huron 
River Dr., Belleville, MI  48111-2764 (734) 
697-4500. A Funeral Mass will be 11:00 AM 
Thursday, February 23, 2017 at St. Anthony 
Catholic Church, 409 W. Columbia Ave., 
Belleville. The family will welcome guests 
from 10-11 AM at the church. Father Thomas 
H. Cusick will serve as Celebrant. Interment 
will follow in Hillside Cemetery, Belleville. 
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions 
in Hilma’s name may be made in the form of 
Masses, or to St. Vincent de Paul, and would be 
appreciated. Please sign her on-line guest book 
and share a memory for her family to treasure at 
www.davidcbrownfh.com .

Hilma I. Bonnici

RICHARD LOGAN KEITH
(June 11, 1937 – February 21, 2017)
Richard Logan Keith, age 79, of Sumpter 
Township died February 21, 2017.
Visiting hours will be Thursday, February 23, 
from 1 to 8 p.m. at David C. Brown Funeral 
Home, 460 E. Huron River Dr., Belleville, MI 
48111 (734) 697-4500. A funeral service is set 
for 11 a.m. Friday, at the funeral home. Family 
will greet guests one hour prior to the service.
Full obituary next week.
 

THOMAS JOSEPH SERBICK
May 31, 1970 - February 16, 2017
Thomas Joseph “T.J.” Serbick, age 46, of 
Clinton Township, MI, formerly of Belleville, 
MI, passed away in his sleep, at his home, 
Thursday, February 16, 2017.
Visitation will be 5-8 p.m. Saturday, February 
25, 2017 at David C. Brown Funeral Home, 
460 E. Huron River Dr., Belleville, MI  48111-
2764 (734) 697-4500.  Cremation rites will be 
accorded.
Full obituary next week.
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*WAC. Certain restrictions apply.

Mohawk
734-513-4108

Joy Road between 
Middlebelt and Inkster

Belleville Manor
734-699-7700

Belleville Road just 1 mile 
north of I-94

Van Buren Estates
734-697-6159
3 miles south of I-94 

at the Rawsonville exit

Up to $2,500 as a credit
when you purchase a select Franklin owned home in 
one	of	our	fine	communities	through	March	31,	2017.*

Call one of our sales associates today or 
visit our website for details on our homes.

FranklinHomeSales.com

We’ll DOUBLE
Your Down Payment!
Got	a	big	holiday	bonus?	Tax	return?	Lottery	winnings?

Shane M. Campbell
553 E. Huron River Drive
Belleville, MI 48111

(P) 734.325.6934
(F) 734.325.6952

www.smcproductsonline.com

NOW SELLING AUTOMOTIVE PAINT!

VISIT US ON

10200 Railroad Street, Willis, Michigan
(South end of Meridian St, off Willis Rd, Between Rawsonville and Bunton)

(734) 461-1111 willisfeed@att.net
We look forward 
to seeing you soon.

Bunton
Rd

Willis Rd

Meridian St

Rawsonville Rd

Railroad Tracks

We carry a wide variety of the very best:
•  Dog and Cat Food
•  Wild Bird and Squirrel Food
•  Certified Organic Products   •  Hay and Straw
•  Poultry Food   •  Horse and Livestock Feed

LIKE US ON

HOURS:
MON-FRI 9AM-6PM  •  SAT 9AM-5PM

SUN 12PM-4PM

The 
Willis Feed

Mill
   

O p e n  A r m s  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h  
2 0 1 7  V a c a t i o n  B i b l e  S c h o o l  

F u n d r a i s e r  D i n n e r  

M a r c h  1 ,  2 0 1 7M a r c h  1 ,  2 0 1 7   
5 : 3 0 p m  D i n n e r5 : 3 0 p m  D i n n e r   

7 : 0 0 p m  A s h  W e d n e s d a y7 : 0 0 p m  A s h  W e d n e s d a y   
W o r s h i p  S e r v i c eW o r s h i p  S e r v i c e   

7865 Belleville Road 
Belleville, MI 48111 

734-699-5000 
www.openarmscenter.com 

AUTOMOTIVE
            GROUP

www.JDEMMERFORD.com
Call (734) 721-2600

BILL
ENGLISH

TO NEW CAR SALES AND 
THE DEMMER FAMILY!

VISIT BILL AT:
37300 MICHIGAN AVE.

IN WAYNE
Just Minutes From Belleville.

JACK DEMMER FORD
WELCOMES...

THEODORE ‘TED’ ELLIOTT HOOTEN
(June 13, 1937 – February 14, 2017)
Theodore “Ted” Elliott Hooten, of Belleville, 
passed away February 14, 2017 at Evangelical 
Home-Saline. He was 79 years old.  Born June 
13, 1937 in New Castle, Indiana he was the 
son of Theodore Gilbert and Maybell (Elliott) 
Hooten.  
Ted owned a shoe store in Belleville, MI 
called Hoots Boots and won many awards for 
his displays. After that he bought a Kentucky 
Fried Chicken franchise also in Belleville that 
he owned and operated for 35 years. Ted was 
very active in AA and was proud of his 40 years 
of Sobriety.
He is survived by two sons, Theodore Hooten of 
Phoenix, Arizona and Eric Hooten of Ann Arbor; 
his longtime companion Linda Blugerman of 
Maine; his niece Linda Grimmer and her family 
and his nephew Bob Mood and his family. As 
well as his best friend Jim Balmer and other 
friends and extended family.
A memorial service was held on Sunday, 
February 19 at 2:00 p.m. at the Nie Family 
Funeral Home, Liberty Road Chapel, 3767 W. 
Liberty Road Ann Arbor, MI 48103. There will 
be visitation on Sunday from 1:00 p.m. until 
time of the service.
In lieu of flowers memorial contributions 
may be made to Dawn Farm, 502 West Huron 
Ann Arbor, MI 48104. Please visit www.
niefuneralhomes.com to sign the guestbook and 
leave a memory.  

Theodore “Ted” Elliott 
Hooten
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Dos Pesos
Mexican Restaurant

www.dospesosmexicanrestaurant.com

11800 Belleville Rd.
697-5777

OPEN 7 DAYS!

Mon. – Thurs. 11 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Friday  11 a.m. – 10 p.m.
Saturday  12 Noon – 10 p.m.
Sunday  12 Noon – 8 p.m.

COCKTAILS CARRY OUTS

Same Day Denture Repair
Snap on Smiles

Lumineers / Bleaching /
Bonding / Extractions / Fillings / Root Canals

Healthy Kids & Healthy Adults

Accurate Dental Denture Inc.
QUALITY CARING SERVICE AT AFFORDABLE PRICES

FOR ADULTS & CHILDREN
CROWNS / PARTIALS / DENTURES

(SOFT AND FLEXIBLE)

734-697-5477
781 Sumpter Rd. Belleville

Accuratedentalco@aol.com

Most Insurances Accepted

2 Day Dentures
Available

Quality Dentures at
Affordable Prices
SENIOR DISCOUNTS

NEW PATIENT
SPECIAL

$4999 Includes
Exam, Cleaning

& X-Rays
WITH

COUPON 

Now Accepting Blue Cross Complete,
United Health, Dentaquest & Medicaid!

Is now open at our
new location at

48225 Michigan Ave.
Canton, MI 48188

All phone numbers and 
emails remain the same.

Call (734) 697-5544
www.tuckerins.com

WE’VE MOVED!!

www.actionmechanicalheating-cooling.com

$89 PRECISION
TUNE-UP

FROM SCRATCH USING ONLY THE FINEST INGREDIENTS!

Keller’s Farm PACZKI DAY IS FEBRUARY 28TH!
Call now to place an order!

734-753-4360
Traditional European recipe!

With glaze or powdered sugar topping.

$1200

BETWEEN JUDD
& WEAR ROADS

PACZKI HOURS
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 27TH, 2PM-8PM
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 28TH, 6AM-6PMWalk-ins welcome!

LIKE US ON

                                                                   

COME ONE – COME ALL 

BAKED POTATO DINNER  
$5.00 Minimum Donation 

Saturday, February 25, 2017  4:00-7:00 PM 

Open Arms Lutheran Church – 7865 Belleville Rd, Belleville, MI 
INFO: 734-697-1763 or 734-740-4165 

Fundraiser for Belleville Community Chorus 

!!!! !

 

 

 

 

 
Presents its annual 

 
 

Proceeds go to Youth and Tri-Community Projects    
 

* Public Invited * 
Tuesday, February 28, 2017 

4:30 p.m. until 7:30 p.m. 
 

Van Buren Eagles  
9961 Beck Road,Van Buren Township, Michigan 
(West of Belleville Road, South of Tyler Road) 

(734) 699-8836 

Featuring : 
A variety of your favorite pastas and sauces  

along with other Italian delights 
-Paczki and Pop Sold Separately- 

 

TICKET PRICES: 
Adults: $12.00       Kids: $6.00 (12 and younger) 

 
Get Tickets from any Rotarian or at the door. 

Raffles available for more fun!!! 
 

For more information, contact any Belleville Rotarian  
                                                                                                         Carry out available 

Photos by Jeffrey Riggs
Will Hawley drove, while Jerry Weis 
skied over the weekend on Belleville Lake 
enjoying the unusual warm streak.

Mark Kawalski and his best friend were out 
for a ride, along with kayakers and fishing 
boats enjoying Belleville Lake.
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Open Arms Lutheran Church and Daycare 
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“What ’s  you in ner -sp ir it  emoj i? ”  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  

F IND OUT AT EMOJI SUMMER 
CAMP AT OPEN ARMS!  

Learn all about the fruits of the spirit and how they fit into 
your life all while taking awesome off-site field trips and 

meeting amazing friends! 
 

$39 registration fee (includes t-shirt) 
$180/week tuition 
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F IND OUT AT EMOJI SUMMER 
CAMP AT OPEN ARMS!  

Learn all about the fruits of the spirit and how they fit into 
your life all while taking awesome off-site field trips and 

meeting amazing friends! 
 

$39 registration fee (includes t-shirt) 
$180/week tuition 

June 19 – August 30, 2017

Walk-Ins &
Appointments Available.

Call 734-697-9778
OPEN: TUES. 10-7, WED. 10-5,

THURS. 10-7, FRI. 10-5, SAT. 8-NOON

990 SUMPTER ROAD, BELLEVILLE (Next to Cork-N-Bottle)

SHEAR ENVY WELCOMES... ALEXA!
ALEXA

BRENDA

In addition to great cuts, colors, and
specialized styles (inc. bridal updo’s) she 

is also certified in: Brazilian Blowout, 
Hair Extensions, and Facials.

Certified Sugaring Technician.

WHAT IS SUGARING???
Sugaring is a 100% natural method of hair removal.     
Instead of hot wax…Sugaring refines and diminishes 
the most stubborn hair. There are no strips, no spatulas, 
and no heat leaving little, if any, irritation! This gentle 
alternative to waxing exfoliates the skin with NO sticky 
residue AND removes hair as small as 1/16”.
Stop in to see Brenda, our Certified Sugaring Technician. 

FREE HAIRCUT WITH COLOR SERVICE
    (Alexa only) WITH SHEAR ENVY COUPON.

COUPON EXPIRES 3-31-2017

$5 OFF SPA PEDICURE
WITH SHEAR ENVY COUPON. COUPON EXPIRES 3-31-2017

50% OFF
1ST SUGARING SERVICE

WITH SHEAR ENVY
COUPON.

COUPON EXPIRES
3-31-2017

Hours:
Monday - Saturday  6am – 10pm

 Sunday  7am – 9pm

734-697-1000
9624 Belleville Rd.

Belleville, MI

www.leosconeyisland.com With Beverage Purchase
No Coupon Needed!

$200

OFF
Your Entire Bill

of $20 or More
With coupon. Not to be 

combined with any other 
offer or discount.

BAI

10%
OFF

Your Entire Bill
With coupon. Not to be 

combined with any other 
offer or discount.

BAI

D A I L Y  D I N N E R  S P E C I A L S     
SUNDAY -- TURKEY DINNER & 
                           POT ROAST

MONDAY -- PORK STEAK

TUESDAY -- SIZZLING SKILLETS

                       ASK YOUR SERVER

WEDNESDAY -- ITALIAN NIGHT

THURSDAY -- POLISH DINNERS

FRIDAY -- AYCE FISH - $9.49
SATURDAY -- CHEF’S CHOICE

4 P.M. TO
9 P.M.

BREAKFAST SPECIALS

MONDAY - FRIDAY
6am - 11am

Starting at only $2.79

LIVE MUSIC
GUITARIST

NATHAN SWEET
Tuesdays

6–8:30 p.m.

CLOWN
FACE PAINTING

& BALLOONS
Mondays
6–8 p.m.

MAGICIAN
TABLE
MAGIC

Thursdays
6–8:30 p.m.

LENTON SPECIALS
START MARCH 1ST !
BABY BACK RIBS

EVERYDAY WHEN AVAILABLE.

TRY OUR BURGER OF THE DAY!

Meet Nadia, she’s a 
delightful 1 year and 4 month 
old Bullmastiff mix seeking 
a family of her own.  She is 
a social and affectionate girl 
that loves being with people 
especially when they are 
giving her belly rubs and 
pets. She enjoys being in the 
yard for some playtime but 
seems more hesitant about 
venturing away from where 
she knows. Nadia enjoys 
being a homebody more 
than exploring and can be 
stubborn about taking her 
much needed daily walks. 
Being a big, muscular girl 
she will need daily exercise 
but like a lot of us she might 
need some incentive to get 
out there and move. She’s 
also extremely nosey about 
what is going on around her 
and if she could talk she could 
easily keep you updated on 
all the juicy neighborhood 
gossip.  It’s possible she 
could get along with another 
canine friend with proper 
introductions but cats are 
definitely not on her preferred 
roommate list. Nadia is a 
big and beautiful girl with a 
short brindle patterned coat, 
a strong, muscular build 
and soulful brown eyes that 
will melt your heart. Call 
today to schedule a visit 
with Nadia, she’s already 
spayed, vaccinated and 
micro-chipped and ready to 
come home.  Call Friends 
of Michigan Animals 
Rescue at 734-461-9458
or visit our website
fmar1.org   for  more 
information.

“NADIA”

ORPHAN
OF THE

WEEK
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EXPRESS TIRE
AND AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

10625 Belleville Road, Belleville, MI 48111  (734) 697-2424

Ask About Rebates on Select Tires.

We Accept Competitor’s Coupons.

HOURS:
MONDAY – FRIDAY
8 A.M. – 6 P.M.

SATURDAYS
8 A.M. – 2 P.M.

… AND MANY OTHER TIRE BRANDS
AT COMPETITIVE PRICES

America’s Tire Since 1900

THE NEXT REVOLUTION IN TIRES

BEST TIRE
PRICES AROUND,
PERIOD!
WE WILL BEAT ANY WRITTEN 

PRICE ON A SET OF TIRES!*

Come In And See Marty With
Your Best Written Price Today!

*Some Tire Sizes/Styles Not Available.

OIL CHANGE
SPECIAL!

$2495*

Includes synthetic blend up 
to 5 quarts, filter, 25 point 
inspection, battery test,

coolant test, etc.
*By appointment only.

Add a tire rotation for an
 additional $10.

APPLY 
TODAY! 

*

     EXTRESS TIRE

AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

1234
 5678

 9000
 0001

JOHN Q PUBLIC      02/02/2018

SAME AS 
CASH FOR
6 MONTHS
*Minimum of $199

FOR ADDITIONAL DISCOUNT COUPONS, VISIT WWW.EXPRESSTIRE.COM

“WE’RE A FULL SERVICE PHARMACY”

(734) 699-2228
10824 Belleville Rd.  Belleville, MI 48111

Hours: Mon-Fri: 9am-7pm • Sat: 9am-3pm • Sun: Closed

FREE DELIVERY!

NOW OFFERING IMMUNIZATIONS!

$5 In Store Merchandise Credit 
With Any New or

Transferred Prescription
With Coupon • Limit 1 Per Person • HealthSmart Pharmacy Coupon

FREE
BOTTLE OF

ASPIRIN OR TYLENOL

CALL FOR
DETAILS
*With Valid Prescription.

Limit 1 Per Customer.
HealthSmart Pharmacy Coupon.

BAI

BAI

HealthSmart
Pharmacy

“Your Prescription For Good Health”

BACA Beer and Wine Taste Fest
Saturday, March 4

5 p.m.- 8 p.m.
Belleville Yacht Club (BYC) 831 E. Huron River Dr., Belleville, 48111

Advance Tickets $35.00 l $40.00 At Door
Available now at the BYC, Belleville Area Chamber of Commerce, 

Garden Fantasy on Main or by phone at 734-645-0235 
 Enjoy 10 tastings, appetizers by Twisted Roster, live entertainment  

by Village Strings and a silent auction.
Uniquely crafted beers, wines, and spirits from

8 local Michigan breweries, 3 local wineries, and 2 local distilleries

Visit BACA at: facebook.com/BacaArts

A valid ID is required for entry 
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By Pete Kudlak
Superintendent, 

Van Buren Public Schools

Superintendent’s 
Corner

KAREN’S
PLACE

A Salon
For Everyone

36968 Huron River Drive
New Boston, Michigan
Appointments & Walk-ins Welcome
734-753-9130

OPEN: Tues.– Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-3

A+ Rating with
YOUR HEATING & COOLING FAMILY

For Free Estimates, Call

(313) 381-2800
20740 Ecorse Road, Taylor, MI 48180

Have You Been Turned
Down for Credit? WE CAN HELP!

Credit Problems? Bankruptcy?
NO PROBLEM

We can design a system and budget plan just for you.

180 Days Same As Cash
6 Mo. 0% Interest

No Payments

Furnace Installed
$1075as low as HIGH

EFFICIENCY

Furnace Installed
$1650

10 year parts and labor

as low as SUPER HIGH
EFFICIENCY

FAMILY OWNED FOR OVER 38 YEARS!

 The Law Office of

  Amy M. Eversole

152 Main St.
Suite 11
Belleville, Mich. 48111 www.amyeversolelaw.com

Call 734-718-8574

 Estate Planning   Probate   Criminal Law
 Family Law   Property Law

45915 S. I-94 Service Dr., Belleville

10% OFF

HOURS
MON.-THURS. 11AM-10PM

FRI. 11AM - 11PM
SAT. 12PM-11PM
SUN. 12PM-10PM

(734) 699-1550
See our menu online at chinakingbelleville.com

DOUBLE COMBINATION PLATES - $10.00
SINGLE COMBINATION PLATES - $7.25 - $8.00

Any Entree (Includes Carry Out Orders)
or Buffet Purchase Per Person

DINE-IN OR CARRY OUT
Chinese & American Food

BUDWEISER BOTTLES - $2.75, WINE AVAILABLE!

CHINA KING COUPON
COUPON EXPIRES MARCH 31, 2017

Next to the Belleville Post Office

HOTSPOT

   In my eight months here, I have been 
amazed by the high amount of activity in 
the community. There is always something 
going on. I have been equally amazed that 
the students in our schools have a plethora 
of options to stay active.
   Our High School is abuzz with students 
in the evenings and on the weekends. 
Schooling is so much more than just the 
academic content. It is about each student 
finding their niche, tapping into their inner 
passions, competition, teamwork, sense 
of belonging, service to others, honing 
autonomy, providing a vehicle for their 
voice to be heard, failure, perseverance, 
and accomplishment.
   Students that stay active and are connected 
to the school environment are more apt 
to succeed. I love that our schools (and 
community) have a diverse set of options 
that can appeal to everyone.
   In my high school we had a very small 

selection of sports or clubs to choose. 
This allowed for many students to get 
lost within our already (very) small high 
school. School was my happy place and 
I was in the band, drama, student council, 
played football and ran track just to make 
it last longer each day. I am sure that I was 
not alone then and I am sure that we have 
many students in the same situation now.
   The sense of family that comes with each 
club, sport, or activity is imperative in the 
development of our youth. They need to 
spread their wings, make decisions, work 
hard, and fail knowing that they have 
strong support behind them.
   Clubs often organize organically by 
interest. We will help each get started and 
are open to new ideas. The clubs that we 
think are important may or may not meet 
the needs of our students. Some of you 
may even have unique interests and talents 
that would be wonderful to share.
   Our work is to develop the whole child. 
We work hard to academically challenge 
our students throughout their time with us. 
We also work hard to develop self-esteem, 
confidence, teamwork, creativity, curiosity, 
and communication skills. All of these are 
done inside and outside of the traditional 
classrooms. Extracurriculars are a vital 
part of what Van Buren Public Schools has 
to offer. Get involved … you will be happy 
you did!

WHEREAS, much of Van Buren 
Township’s honor, strength, and distinction 
can be attributed to the diversity of cultures 
and traditions that are celebrated by the 
residents of this great region; and
WHEREAS, African Americans have 
played a significant role in the history 
of our nation and our community’s 
economic, cultural, spiritual, and political 
development; and
WHEREAS, in 1976 Black History Month 
was formally adopted to honor and affirm 
the importance of Black History; and
WHEREAS, Black History Month is a time 
for us to remember the stories and lessons 
of those who helped build our nation, 
realizing that Black History is American 
History, and that it is intertwined with the 
founding of America. Black History is full 
of individuals who took a stance against 
prejudice, advanced the cause of civil 
rights, strengthened families, communities, 
and our nation; and
WHEREAS, many distinguished African 
Americans have made contributions to 
our local community, including Beverly 
Jenkins, accomplished author of over 30 
novels and nominated in 2013 for NAACP 
image award; Albert Harris,  proprietor of 
Grandpa’s Toys and patriarch of one of 
the first African American families in Van 
Buren Township; Charles Covington, local 
businessman; Leon Wright, entrepreneur 
and Van Buren Township’s first African 
American board member and clerk; Brenda 
McClanahan, Van Buren Township’s first 
African American Trustee; and others, such 
as Leonard Armstrong, Carl McClanahan, 
Bruce Ross, Sharon Peters, Lisa Martin, 
and many others that have contributed 
greatly to the Van Buren community and 
the betterment of others; and
WHEREAS, the Old Indian Trail which 
ran along the I-94 corridor through the Van 
Buren area was a stop on the Underground 
Railroad, most notably William and James’ 
Belle House on Edison Street; as well as 
the primarily African American Willow 
Run Village which contributed to the B-24 
Bomber Plant; and

Charter Township of Van Buren 
Black History Month Proclamation

WHEREAS, the Van Buren Township 
Board of Trustees encourages all residents 
to honor the many contributions made by 
African Americans throughout the region 
and to participate in the many educational 
events honoring the contributions of 
African Americans; and recognize the 
daily struggles of African Americans past 
and present; and
NOW THEREFORE, I, Kevin McNamara, 
Supervisor of Van Buren Township, on 
behalf of the Van Buren Township Board 
of Trustees, do hereby proclaim in the 
Township of Van Buren the month of 
February 2017 as Black History Month.

Kevin McNamara, Supervisor

Editor’s Note: The above was read by 
VBT Trustee Kevin Martin at the Feb. 7 
meeting of the board of trustees.

Man injured in bar fight 
at Lakeview Tavern, 
police investigating
   Belleville Police Chief Hal Berriman 
said his department is investigating a 
fight inside Lakeview Tavern overnight 
Saturday/Sunday.
   A man was knocked down and injured, but 
got up and went outside. There may or may 
not have been another fight outside, Chief 
Berriman said. The man was taken home, 
but then he collapsed and was taken to the 
hospital where he is in serious condition.
   Officer Jeff Wickham is the officer in 
charge of the case and he is investigating.
  A witness who was supposed to come in 
and make a statement on Monday failed 
to come in, Chief Berriman said. He said 
City Hall was closed for the Presidents’ 
Day holiday, but he was there at the police 
department. Chief Berriman said he hoped 
she would come in on Tuesday to help with 
the investigation.
   Lakeview Tavern is at the corner of Main 
Street and North Liberty Street.
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INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

PLUMBING • SEWER
DRAINS • HANDYMAN
Gutters Cleaned & 

Power Washing Too!
CALL US!

Local To The
Belleville Area. Call
(313) 740-6276. 

Ask For Bill.

Family Owned &
Operated. Serving The 

Belleville Area Since 1978. 
Visit

www.robsgaragedoor.com
Call (734) 301-5959

“In a time of universal deceit, telling the 
truth is a revolutionary act.”

– George Orwell

SERVICES

LOST

Home Improvement & 
Handyman Service

Painting, Drywall, Carpentry, 
Electrical, Plumbing,

Ceramic Tile, Kitchens & Bath.
Serving Belleville Since 

1995. Call Aaron Schultz 
@ 734-740-0628

M.D. APPLIANCE
SERVICE

Refrigerators • Washers 
Dryers • Ranges
$20 House Call

Phone (734) 782-3354

Notice to Advertisers:
The Belleville-Area Independent will not be liable 
for failure to publish an ad as requested or for more 
than one incorrect insertion of an advertisement. 
In the event of any error or omission in printing or 
publication of an advertisement, you must notify 
us within five days of publication or on the date of 
insertion, if an ad is scheduled as part of a package, 
so there is time to correct subsequent publications. 
The Independent’s liability shall be limited to an   
adjustment for the cost of the space occupied by the 
error with a maximum liability being cancellation 
of the cost of the first incorrect advertisement or 
republication of the corrected advertisement. Under 
no circumstances shall the Independent be liable for 
consequential damages of any kind.

FOR SALE

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE:
   All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair      
Housing Act which makes it illegal to 
advertise "any preference, limitation 
or discrimination based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin, or an intention, to 
make any such preference, limitation 
or discrimination." Familial status 
includes children under the age of 18 
living with parents or legal custodians, 
pregnant women and people securing 
custody of children under 18.
   This newspaper will not knowingly 
accept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. 
The toll-free telephone number for the 
hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

HELP WANTED

MANUFACTURED HOMES FOR SALE

Belleville Manor
734-699-7700

Belleville Road just 1 mile north of I-94
Van Buren Estates

734-697-6159
3 miles south of I-94 at the Rawsonville exit

Mohawk
734-513-4108

Joy Road between 
Middlebelt and Inkster

*WAC. Certain restrictions apply. Offer ends 3-31-17.

We’ll
DOUBLE

your down payment!
Got a big holiday bonus?

Tax return? Lottery winnings?
Up to $2500 credit

when you purchase a select Franklin owned 

through March 31, 2017.*
Call one of our sales associates today or 
visit our website for details on our homes.

FranklinHomeSales.com

FOR RENT

WANTED

HOUSE FOR SALE BY OWNER

AUCTION

PUBLIC AUCTION
NOTICE is hereby given that on March 11, 
2017 at 12:00 p.m., Full House Self Storage 
at 7886 Belleville Rd., Belleville, MI 48111 is 
holding a public auction. Unit(s) may or may 
not include the following: household items, 
recreational items, appliances, furniture, 
misc. Q903, Marlena Green-Wiggens; 
L524, Christina Hendrickson; P762, Jason 
Valinski; R929, Zedia Lane; E207, Dianna 
Flores; K672, Mickel Kirksey; L537, 
Denise Hendrickson-McFay; 0715 & S962, 
Terry Booth; L529, Jeffrey Stevens; R930, 
Kenneth Dias; L508 Jennifer Beaudry; 0722, 
Nancy Merrihew; S943, Troy Fairley.

Publish: February 23, 2017; March 2, 2017

40” SAMSUNG TV, 2 years old, good
condition. $300 OBO.  (734) 221-5399  02/23

------------
95 COUNTRY CLASSIC CD’S. Call 
(734) 483-1507                            02/23

------------
JIGSAW PIZZLES, 1,000 pieces. $5/ea.  
Call (734) 516-0761                                03/02

------------
COMPLETE REAR GLASS for a 1978-
1981 Trans Am w/defrost. $200 OBO.
(734) 262-1294                               03/09

------------
WASHTENONG MEMORIAL PARK.
Two plots. Great Deal!
(734) 635-0225                       03/09

------------
20 LAYING HEN CHICKENS. 1 
year old. (734) 270-2583 or Cell 
(734) 740-0845                            03/09

------------
EXTANG 5 ½ ft. hard fold Tonneau cover 
fits GMC & Chevy $250 & 6 ½ ft. soft 
tri-fold fits F150.  (309) 253-0047      03/09

------------
2 CEMETERY PLOTS, including vaults,
in Michigan Memorial. Excellen location.
Market value $5,400 asking $4,750.
(734) 730-4357                                  03/09

------------

1998 FORD F150, 4x4, super cab, 
black, 5.4L auto, all power, log &
picture available, 300K (reman eng.),
newer tires & brakes.
$4,695. (734) 753-3788    or           
mbhouse@charter.net           02/23

------------

VEHICLE FOR SALE
BEAUTIFUL BRICK half duplex in New 
Boston.  In mint condition.  All appliances 
stay.  Finished garage. (734) 753-9107 03/16

------------

------------
3-BEDROOM HOMES for sale. Lot 
rent under $400. In-house financing 
available if you qualify. Call Melanie 
(734) 777-6555                            04/27

------------

MISSING, Reese, a Juliana pig. House 
pet. REWARD. Lost around Harris & 
Martinsville.  (586) 201-0658            03/09

------------

LARGE BLACK PUPPY found in 
Belle Villa.  Please call & describe.
(734) 686-2560                                         03/02

FOUND

WANTED – ANY SIZE MEN’S JEANS 
for the homeless. Please drop off at 
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Drive.
(734) 697-5600                                               TFN

------------
WANTED – SMALL CONTAINERS
of shampoo, toothpaste, etc. to take 
to homeless in Detroit. Drop off at 
Bladez‘s, 601 E. Huron River Dr.
(734) 697-5600                                                       TFN

------------
H & W TOWING. Top $ cash paid 
for junk vehicles. Free towing.
(734) 223-5581                                                        03/23

------------
FREE PICKUP OF UNWANTED
appliances, lawn equipment, bicycles 
& any type of scrap metal. Call John 
(734) 644-4008                             03/09

------------

OFFICE SPACE FOR LEASE at 
19435 Sumpter Road, Belleville. Call 
for more info (734) 740-8027          03/02

------------
3-BEDROOM HOUSE, garage, Van 
Buren Schools. $1,100/mo. + deposit. 
1 year lease. (734) 957-3892          03/02

------------
HOME TO SHARE. All utilities, cable & 
internet included. Fully furnished. Full use 
of home. $450/mo. (734) 649-1710 03/02

------------
OFFICE SPACE AVAILABLE.
Freshly painted, new carpeting, all 
utilities included. Local area. For 
details (734) 578-2824                03/02

------------

------------ 
LOCAL HANDYMAN – SOME Jobs too
LARGE – NO JOB too SMALL.
Residential snow blowing.
LICENSED & REFERENCES.
(734) 765-9224                        TFN

------------

------------

AREA TRAINEE for local Real
Estate Firm. For appointment call
(734) 697-1800                                                TFN

------------
DRIVERS: Local & Regional, No-Touch
Openings! $3000 Sign-on Bonus!
Excellent Pay, Comprehensive Ben-
efits & More! 2yrs CDL-A Experience.
Apply: www.gopenske.com/careers 
Job# 1700980. Call Penske Logistics:
855-582-4441                                       02/23

------------
GENERAL LABOR. Full/part-time. Send 
resume rnlmachine@aol.com or in person 
15995 S. Huron River Drive, Romulus. 
(734) 992-2574                                     02/23

------------
IMMEDIATE OPENINGS. Home Health 
Care Workers. Willing to train. Our team 
is motivated to provide services to the
elderly in their own home. Call Golden 
Care. (734) 697-0888                                      02/23

------------
PAINTER’S HELPER needed. Must 
have NO experience. Call Gordon
(480) 266-8454                             02/23

------------
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“You have to be odd to be number one.”
— Dr. Seuss

Things to do in the
Belleville area...REQUEST FOR STATEMENT OF QUALIFICATIONS 

 

From the Charter Township of Van Buren Township, Michigan 
 

Project:  General Township Planning Services 
 

February 9, 2017 
 

Firms are invited to submit Statement of Qualifications to become eligible to 
be selected to provide general planning services to the Charter Township of 
Van Buren. The firms to be considered must have an office located within 
sixty (60) miles of the Township offices and must be willing to negotiate the 
terms of a contract, particularly regarding the scope of responsibility and 
accountability.  
 

Your Statement of Qualifications should include the following information:  
 

1. Name, address and brief description of firm.  
2. Resumes of key personnel to be assigned to this project.  
3. A one-page narrative as to firm’s interest, particular abilities and 

qualifications related to this project. Include reference contact 
information  

4. Description of other projects designed or performed by this firm and 
key personnel pertinent to this project.  

5. Examples of knowledge, expertise and/or experience with other 
related work.  

 

The firm selected will be involved in the following activities on behalf of the 
Township: Site plan review, board of zoning appeals reviews, master 
planning and general planning services.  
 

The firm will also be required to participate in site plan review meetings,  
pre-construction meetings, various regional technical committee meetings, 
public hearings, and public information meetings.  
 

Five (5) copies of your Statement of Qualifications should be forwarded to 
the following address and must be received no later than 3:00 p.m. on   
March 3, 2017. 
 

To:  Leon Wright, Township Clerk 
Charter Township of Van Buren  
46425 Tyler Road 
Van Buren, MI 48111 
 

Publish: February 23, 2017 

Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice

   • Thursday, Feb. 23 – Free Community 
Dinner from 6 to 6:30 p.m. at Willow 
United Methodist Church and God Works 
Family Soup Kitchen, 36925 E. Willow 
Rd., New Boston, (734) 654-9020. www.
willowchurch.org  
   • Thursday, Feb. 23 – Join the Belleville-
area group of the League of Women Voters 
at 7 p.m. at Trinity Episcopal Church, 11575 
Belleville Road. The local group organized 
a year ago and is made up of members 
from Belleville, Sumpter Township, and 
Van Buren Township. Guests welcome. 
Information: Barbara Miller, (734) 697-
4455.
   • Friday, Feb. 24 – The Eagles invite you 
to Mardi Gras; tickets are $15. Social hour 
at 5 p.m, buffet dinner at 6 p.m., band and 
dancing at 8 p.m. Live Classic Rock music 
by “Old Skool Detroit.” (734) 699-8836
   • Sunday, Feb. 26 – Jay F musical 
performance from 2 to 5 p.m. at September 
Days Senior Center, 46425 Tyler Road, Van 
Buren Township. Free. Information: Mike 
Hoben (734) 260-1170 or Lynette Jordan 
(734) 699-8918.
   • Saturday, March 4 – The youth 
of Trinity Episcopal Church, 11575 
Belleville Road, invite you to their Wild 
Game Dinner. Doors open at 4 p.m., with 
dinner served at 5 p.m. Ticket cost is $30. 
Purchase by phone at (734) 699-3361 or 
on-line at www.trinitybell.org . Featured 
speaker is adventure author Mike Tison.
   • Saturday, March 4 – Spaghetti fund 
raiser for Jason Basham from 5 to 8 p.m. at 
the Moose Lodge, corner of Sumpter and 
Harris roads. Music by STEP ASIDE band 
from 8 to midnight. U.S. Navy Seabee, 
BHS class of 1996, is facing his third brain 
surgery to remove a tumor.

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   At the end of the Belleville Planning 
Commission meeting on Feb. 9, Steve 
Davenport of Davenport Brothers 
Construction voiced his disappointment in 
the Belleville Area District Library Board’s 
decision on library construction.
   He said out of seven who had applied 
for the general contractor position, two 
were not selected to come in for interviews 
and Davenport was one of the two not 
selected.
   “It was surprising to us to be thrown 
out of the arena so soon,” Davenport said, 
adding he hopes they are looking at local 
contractors for the site work.
   “I made sure the library board knew 
about local contractors,” said Planning 
Commissioner John Juriga who also serves 
on the library’s three-person building 
committee which had been meeting that 
week to select a construction manager to 
recommend to the full board.

Davenport disappointed his company cut from library construction manager bid
   Juriga said the committee met with five 
different contractors from 9 a.m. to 7:30 
p.m. on Feb. 8.
   “There are plenty of jobs,” he said, noting 
all of the contractors were well aware of 
Davenport and the good work it does.
   Davenport said the architect is getting 
$900,000 for his work and the construction 
manager will get from $500,000 to 
$600,000, making a total of $1.5 million to 
“outsiders.”
   “All seven were qualified,” Davenport 
said of those on initial library list. “We’re 
as equal as they are. I was disappointed.”
   He said now the local contractors will 
have to bid on site work and, “fight among 
ourselves to get a small portion of the 
work.”
   Juriga said it’s in the contract that local 
contractors will be from Belleville, Van 
Buren Township, and Romulus.
   “Outsiders get $900,000 and bid against 
no one,” Davenport said of architect Dan 
Whisler’s firm.

   Juriga said actually, the architect will get 
around $800,000, 7.7% of the project.
   “These people know of your good work 
in this area – and Blue Ribbon,” Juriga 
said. “You’ll make some decent money on 
these bids.”
   Juriga said actually it was inappropriate 

to discuss this at the commission meeting 
and they should come to the next library 
board meeting to tell board members how 
they feel.
   Steve Davenport was accompanied 
by his brother Harlan, who did not offer 
comments.

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   The Belleville Area District Library 
Board’s Building Committee said 
it spent more than 26 total hours in 
studying information and interviewing 
five firms before recommending O’Neal 
Construction, Inc. of Ann Arbor as the 
construction manager for the new library.
   At its regular meeting on Feb. 14, the 
board voted unanimously to approve 
O’Neal and enter into negotiations with the 
firm for a contract.

Library Board selects construction 
manager, votes to issue bonds

   Joy Cichewicz, chairwoman of the Building 
Committee, said in a memo to the board, 
“The decision was based on many factors, 
including the firm’s experience working on 
other libraries and on similar projects; the 
experience, knowledge, and qualifications 
of the project team; the completeness and 
clarity of their proposal; their attitude and 
performance in the interview; their ability 
to communicate clearly; and their expertise 
in site logistics.”
   She said prior public libraries in their 
portfolio include the Dexter District 
Library, the Chelsea District Library, and 
the Ann Arbor District Library, Traverwood 
Branch.
   The committee evaluated proposals from 
seven firms and interviewed five. Those 
not interviewed were Davenport Brothers 
Construction Company and J.S. Vig 
Construction Company. Davenport’s figure 
was the highest of the seven and J.S. Vig 
was “in the middle of the pack.”
   Architect Dan Whisler said the firms were 
first reviewed based on qualifications and 
cut the list down to the top five. Then they 
opened fee proposals, but you couldn’t 
really rank them by fees and costs because 
the proposals from the different companies 
had costs in different categories and it was 
difficult to rate “apples to apples.”
   Juriga said the Building Committee 
was unanimous in selection of this one 
company. “It was amazing,” he said.
   The board also unanimously passed a 
resolution authorizing the issuance of not 
more than $14 million in bonds.
   CPA Ron Traskos was present to explain 
the bond procedure and he said the bonds 
will be issued in $5,000 increments and 
will be put out for bids for companies for 
the entire portfolio of $14 million.
   Board member John Juriga asked how 
much an investor could make if he bought 
a $5,000 bond and Traskos said it depended 
on the interest, but if there was a maximum  
of 5% interest and if you had a $5,000 bond, 
you could make a total of $250 interest.
   Board attorney John Day said the board 
would sell bonds and have $14 million and 
that would be paid off with taxes from the 
three communities.
   Library Director Mary Jo Suchy said the 
bond is structured in such a way that the 
first levy will be placed on the December 
property tax bill.



Page 16 Belleville Area Independent/February 23, 2017February 23, 2017/Belleville Area Independent Page 17

Sumpter Township  Public Notice
Sumpter Township

Regular Board Meeting Minutes
January 24, 2017

Meeting called to order at 6:30 pm, showing present:  
Supervisor J. Morgan, Clerk C. Hoffman, Treasurer 
P. Morgan, Trustees: Swinson, Hurst, Oddy, LaPorte.  
Also showing present:  Attorney Young, Deputy Clerk 
J. Hoffman and approximately 60 residents.
3. Agenda: Motion by Hurst, supported by P. Morgan 
to approve the Agenda as presented.  Motion carried 
unanimously.
4. Public Comments on Agenda Items Only
5. Minutes:  Motion by Hoffman, supported by 
P. Morgan to approve the Regular Board Meeting 
Minutes of January 10, 2017.  Motion carried 
unanimously.
6. Warrants: Motion by P. Morgan, supported by 
LaPorte to approve Warrants totaling $1,146,860.13.  
Roll call vote: Yes: J. Morgan, C. Hoffman, P. Morgan, 
LaPorte, Oddy, Hurst, Swinson. Nay:  None.  Motion 
carried unanimously.
7. Parks & Recreation/Chamber Report-Swinson:  
   A. Chamber Report: Rewards Ceremony
   B. Menards 
C. Parks & Rec: Planning Sumpter Fest, looking for 
help and new members if anyone is interested.
Motion by Hurst, supported by C. Hoffman to approve 
Parks & Recreation/ Chamber Report.  Motion carried 
unanimously.
8. Planning/Zoning Report-Oddy:  
   A. Working on Solar Farm Ordinance 
   B. Revamping of Site Plan
   C. Land Use Master Plan
Motion by Swinson, supported by LaPorte to 
approve the Planning/Zoning Report. Motion carried 
unanimously.
9. Attorney’s Report:  Young:
   A. Moose Lodge possible Land Contract extension
   B. Satellite Office location
Motion by Swinson, supported by Oddy to approve 
the Attorney’s Report. Motion carried unanimously.
10. Board Response:
   A. LaPorte: Fire Department is accepting 
applications
11. Old Business:
   A. Motion by P. Morgan, supported by C. Hoffman 
to approve to extend Land Contract with Moose 
Lodge #934 for five (5) years, through 2023 leaving 
interest rate at 3.0. Roll call vote: Yes: J. Morgan, C. 
Hoffman, P. Morgan, LaPorte. Nay: Oddy, Swinson, 
Hurst. Motion carried.
12.  New Business:
   A. Motion by P. Morgan, supported by Oddy to 
approve to hold a Public Hearing on February 14, 2017 
at 6:15 pm at the Township Hall to receive comments 

and suggestions for Parks & Recreation Commissions 
Master Plan. Motion carried unanimously.
   B. Motion by Hurst, supported by Swinson 
to approve to place Firefighter Jamie Goode on 
Washtenaw County Technical Rescue Team.  Motion 
carried unanimously.
   C. Motion by P. Morgan, supported by Swinson to 
approve to promote Officer Beth Egerer to Sergeant 
Position. Motion carried unanimously.
   D. Motion by C. Hoffman, supported by Swinson to 
approve to promote Officer Brian Steffani to Sergeant 
Position. Motion carried unanimously.
   E. Motion by P. Morgan, supported by Swinson 
to approve to promote Corporal/Detective John 
Toth to Sergeant/Detective Position. Motion carried 
unanimously.
13. Announcements:
14.  Open Floor:
   A.  Jay Bardell
   • Congratulations to Police that were promoted to 
Sergeant position
   • Firefighter advertisement be placed in the 
newspaper?
   • Solar Farms and Township property
   B. Tim Rush
   • Congratulations to newly promoted Sergeants
   • 29200 Martinsville Road
   C. Mary Ban
   • Congratulations to newly promoted Sergeants
   • Humane Society any alternative plans?
Roads
   • Passing at double yellow lines
   • Aldi opening?
   D. Deb Callison
   • Great Police Department
15. Adjournment: Motion by C. Hoffman, supported 
by P. Morgan to adjourn at 7:18 pm.  Motion carried 
unanimously.
Respectfully submitted,
Clarence J. Hoffman Jr., Clerk 
Sumpter Township 

Certification
I, Clarence J. Hoffman Jr., Clerk of Sumpter 
Township, do hereby certify that the following is a 
true copy of minutes taken at a Regular Board Meeting 
of the Sumpter Township of Trustees on January 
24, 2017 at 6:30 pm at the Sumpter Township Hall, 
23480 Sumpter Road, Belleville, MI 48111, County 
of Wayne, and the said meeting was conducted and 
public notice of said meeting was given pursuant to 
and in full compliance with the Open Meeting Act, 
being Act 267, Public Acts of Michigan, 1976, and 
that the minutes were kept and will be available as 
required by said act.
Clarence J. Hoffman Jr., Clerk
Publish: February 23, 2017

Belleville Area Independent/February 23, 2017

City of Belleville Public Notice
Circuit Court a charge with one felony 
count of delivering / manufacturing 5-45 
kilograms of marijuana on Aug. 16 at 
his home. His jury trial has been set for 
June before Judge Ulysses Boykin. Po’s 
attorneys’ motion to dismiss the charges 
was turned down on Feb. 17.
   If found guilty of the charge, Po could be 
imprisoned for 7 years and/or pay a fine of 
$500,000.
   Sumpter Township Police already have 
confiscated about $1 million worth of 
possessions owned by Po and his wife 
Clarita.
   Clarita Po is suing Sumpter Township 
Police Detective John Toth in a civil case 
before Wayne County Circuit Court Judge 
Robert J. Colombo.
      She sued the township, its supervisor, 
and Det. Toth following the raid in August 
on her home and her husband’s marijuana 
grow house. She was jailed and then 

Swinson arrest
(continued from page 1)

released without any charges filed against 
her.
   Sumpter Township and Supervisor John 
Morgan were withdrawn from the case due 
to governmental immunity. Det. Toth is the 
only defendant left in that case. Discovery 
in that case runs until April 14.

Trinity youth to host 
annual Wild Game 
Dinner on March 4
   On Saturday, March 4, the youth 
of Trinity Episcopal Church, 11575 
Belleville Road, will host their third-annual 
Wild Game Dinner.
   Doors open at 4 p.m. with dinner served 
at 5 p.m. Ticket cost is $30 and can be 
purchased by phone at (734) 699-3361 or 
on-line at www.trinitybell.org .
   Featured speaker for this event is 
adventure author Mike Tison who 
will share his experiences of being lost on 
a mountain. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A public hearing is scheduled before the City Council on Monday, 
March 6, 2017 at 7:30 p.m. in the Municipal Building, 6 Main Street, 
for the purpose of: 
 

RECEIVING COMMENTS & SUGGESTIONS 
REGARDING THE 2017 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) PROGRAM 
The City of Belleville expects to receive approximately $57,000 in 
year 2017 CDBG funds.  Projects must meet HUD regulations and 
Wayne County’s program guidelines.  Additional information is 
available by contacting the City Clerk’s office, 6 Main Street, Belleville 
MI 48111  –  phone (734) 697-9323. 
 
Pursuant to the program guidelines, the City of Belleville is 
announcing its program objectives and proposed uses of the 
estimated CDBG funds as follows: 
 

PROPOSED GOALS AND PROJECTS: 
GOAL:  Suitable Living Environment 
Location: City-wide 
Activity:  Senior/Disabled Services  $    9,830 
Activity:  ADA Public Facilities Projects $  40,470 
Activity:  Senior Chore Services  $    1,000 
Program Administration     

        Strategic Planning     $   5,700     
     TOTAL $  57,000 

 

Citizens are invited to comment on the proposed projects and to 
suggest other projects which meet the County’s guidelines. 
 

Sherri Scharf 
City Clerk/Treasurer   POSTED: February 23 & March 1, 2017 

City of Belleville 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

Community Development Block Grants 

City of Belleville Public Notice
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Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice
REQUEST FOR STATEMENT OF QUALIFICATIONS 

 

From the Charter Township of Van Buren Township, Michigan 
 

Project:  General Township Engineering Services 
 

February 9, 2017 
 

Firms are invited to submit Statement of Qualifications to become eligible to 
be selected to provide general engineering services to the Charter Township 
of Van Buren. The firms to be considered must have an office located within 
sixty (60) miles of the Township offices and must be willing to negotiate the 
terms of a contract, particularly regarding the scope of responsibility and 
accountability. 
 

Your Statement of Qualifications should include the following information: 

 

1. Name, address and brief description of firm. 
2. Resumes of key personnel to be assigned to this project. 
3. A one-page narrative as to firm’s interest, particular abilities and 

qualifications related to this project. Include reference contact 
information 

4. Description of other projects designed or performed by this firm and 
key personnel pertinent to this project. 

5. Examples of knowledge, expertise and/or experience with other 
related work. 

 

The firm selected will be involved in the following activities on behalf of the 
Township:  Site plan review, design review, construction inspection, master 
planning for utilities, design and construction of utilities, watershed and 
storm water management, and general engineering services.  
 

The firm will also be required to participate in site plan review meetings,  
pre-construction meetings, various regional technical committee meetings, 
public hearings, and public information meetings. 
 

Five (5) copies of your Statement of Qualifications should be forwarded to 
the following address and must be received no later than 3:00 p.m. on   
March 3, 2017. 
 

To:  Leon Wright, Township Clerk 
Charter Township of Van Buren  
46425 Tyler Road 
Van Buren, MI 48111 

 

Publish: February 23, 2017 

   The City of Belleville Police Reserve 
Unit is holding a Dine-to-Donate event to-
day, Feb. 23, from 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. at the 
Bayou Grill on Main Street. Proceeds from 
the fundraiser will go to purchase equip-
ment for the unit.

***
   Jack Demmer Ford on Michigan Av-
enue in Wayne welcomes Bill English of 

Belleville to their new car sales team. Call 
(734) 721-2600 and visit www.jdemmer-
ford.com.

***
   Open Arms Church on Belleville Road 
will be holding a youth bowling and auction 
fundraiser on Friday, March 10, from 6:30 
to 8:30 p.m. at Lodge Lanes in Belleville. 
The cost is $20 per person and it includes 
two games of cosmic bowling, shoe rental, 
and pizza. For tickets and info, call (734) 
699-5000.

***
   Tickets are still available for the Belleville 
Area Council for the Arts Beer & Wine 
Taste Fest on Saturday, March 4, from 5 

to 8 p.m. at the BYC on East Huron River 
Drive. Advance tickets are $35 and $40 at 
the door. Festivities include 10 tastings, 
appetizers, live entertainment by Village 
Strings, and a live auction. Tickets are 
available at the BYC and at the Belleville 
Area Chamber of Commerce. Twenty-one 
and over only. Call (734) 776-7596. Volun-
teers are also needed.

***
   The Belleville Rotary Club will be hold-
ing its annual Fat Tuesday Italian Buffet 
on Tuesday, Feb. 28, from 4:30 p.m. to 
7:30 p.m. at the Van Buren Eagles on Beck 
Road. The cost is $12 for adults, $6 for 
children 12 and under. The event will fea-
ture a variety of pasta and sauces and other 
Italian items. Pop and Paczki is extra. The 
public is invited with the proceeds going to 
youth and tri-community projects. Tickets 
are available from any Rotarian as well as 
at the door. 

***
   Congratulations to Van Buren Township 
Police Officer Adam Byrd, who recently 
was selected by the African American 
Leadership Committee as being the 2017 
Political Strategist of the Year and is re-
ceiving his honor this evening at an awards 
banquet at the corporate offices of the Leer 
Corporation in Southfield. Congratula-
tions! 

***
Do you have a business item you would 
like to see in this column? Call Bob Mytych 
with your suggestion at (734) 699-9020. 
There is no charge to be in this column.
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Sunday, Feb. 12:
   0040 – odor investigation, 17000 bl. Martinsville
   0139 – fire dept. assist, 40000 bl. Bemis Rd.
   0738 – fire dept. assist, 41000 bl. Harris Rd.
   1042 – well-being check, 44000 bl. Willow Rd.
   1133 – breaking and entering, 42000 bl. Willow
   1151 – fire dept. assist, 43000 bl. Harris Rd.
   1347 – assault, Birch Dr.
   1533 – citizen assist, 19000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1608 – animal complaint, Karr/Judd
   1847 – traffic hazard, 21000 bl. Martinsville Rd.
   2020 – fire dept. assist, 26000 bl. Elwell Rd.
   2120 – traffic hazard, Martinsville/Clay
   2141 – fire dept. assist, Pecan St.
Monday, Feb. 13:
   0027 – traffic hazard, Sumpter/Judd
   0111 – fire dept. assist, 50000 bl. Judd Rd.
   0920 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1524 – animal complaint, Willis/Wilmot
   1649 – alarm, 43000 bl. Clay Rd.
   1805 – malicious destruction of property, Mulberry
   1814 – citizen assist, 24000 bl. Elwell Rd.
Tuesday, Feb. 14:
   0402 – alarm, 42000 bl. Bemis Rd.
   0749 – fire dept. assist, 17000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   0848 – malicious destruction of property, 20000 bl. 
Martinsville Rd.
   1041 – suspicious vehicle, 50000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1139 – assist other agency, 45000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1231 – alarm, 18000 bl. Martinsville Rd.
   1557 – shots fired, 46000 bl. Willow Rd.
   1922 – subpoena service, Carriage Ln.
   1936 – leaving the scene of a property damage 
accident, Second St.
   2131 – fire dept. assist, 27000 bl. Martinsville Rd.
Wednesday, Feb. 15:
   0306 – fire dept. assist, Nevada
   0454 – suspicious person, 8200 bl. Rawsonville
   0541 – alarm, 8200 bl. Rawsonville Rd.
   0747 – mental health commitment, Sumpter/Willis
   1329 – felonious assault, 45000 bl. Harris Rd.
   1400 – well-being check, 8400 bl. Meadow Springs
   1656 – found property, 18000 bl. Savage Rd.
   1830 – subpoena service, Carriage Ln.
   1942 – fire dept. assist, 45000 bl. Judd Rd.
   2221 – fire dept. assist, Nevada
Thursday, Feb. 16:
   0451 – suspicious person, 8200 bl. Rawsonville
   0927 – property damage accident, 23000 bl. Sumpter 
Rd.
   0940 – assist other agency, 45000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1003 – death investigation, 21000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1145 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1322 – animal complaint, 47000 bl. Judd Rd.
   1433 – 911 hang up, 25000 bl. Karr Rd.
   1438 – reckless driver, 24000 bl. Elwell Rd.
   1500 – assist other agency, 9100 bl. Rawsonville
   1539 – well-being check, Hampshire
   1621 – harassment complaint, 18000 bl. Sumpter
   2212 – citizen assist, 8200 bl. Rawsonville Rd.
Friday, Feb. 17:
   1047 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1153 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1155 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1322 – suspicious vehicle, 24000 bl. Sherwood Rd.
   1724 – fire dept. assist, 19000 bl. Martinsville Rd.
   1836 – property damage accident, Willow / 
Sherwood
   1851 – animal complaint, Sherwood/Judd
   2107 – fight, 21000 bl. Clark Rd.
   2242 – animal complaint, Oakville Waltz/Clark
   2306 – citizen assist, Haggerty/Oakville Waltz
Saturday, Feb. 18:
   1040 – animal complaint, 43000 bl. Willow Rd.
   1050 – abandoned vehicle, Bemis/Sully
   1215 – animal complaint, 49000 bl. Judd Rd.
   1359 – fire dept. assist, 13000 bl. Rawsonville Rd.
   1719 – mental health commitment, Timberlane Dr.
   1738 – family trouble, 22000 bl. Prince Rd.
   1828 – fire dept. assist, 48000 bl. Wear Rd.
   1918 – operating while intoxicated arrest, Wear/
Elwell
   1921 – mental health commitment, Virginia
   2041 – suspicious incident, 38000 bl. Judd Rd.
   2132 – citizen assist, Rawsonville/Rustic Ln.
   2320 – family trouble, 26000 bl. Sherwood Rd.
Also on this week’s log are 15 follow-up investigations, 
39 miscellaneous details, 160 patrol checks, and 16 
traffic stops.

Sumpter Township
Police Dispatch Log

Court Watching:
Judge Oakley dismisses 
felony gun charge, sets 
Tony Standifer free

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   On Feb. 15, after a long preliminary exam 
with three witnesses testifying, 34th District 
Court Judge Brian A. Oakley dismissed the 
felon in possession of a weapon charge against 
Tony Robin Standifer and the second weapons 
charge fell away based on the dismissal, leaving 
Standifer free of charges.
   Standifer, 58, was charged after a shooting 
incident on Jan. 27 at his home at 43624 Willow 
Road in Sumpter Township.
   Standifer’s retained attorney Brian Montoye 
convinced Judge Oakley that the felony 
Standifer had been convicted of in the past 
(receiving and concealing stolen property of 
$20,000 or more) and served 93 days for was 
not the class of felony that prohibits him from 
possessing a fire arm.
   Montoye read the law to the judge and 
prosecutor that said an “unspecified felony,” 
such as Standifer’s, makes him eligible to 
own a fire arm after three years, completion of 
probation, and payment of all fines. It was not a 
violent crime, he said.
   Wayne County Assistant Prosecutor Greg 
Akaraz said testimony showed that Standifer 
told police he shouldn’t have a gun, but Judge 
Oakley said, “You can’t prosecute someone just 
because he’s stupid of the law.”
   Judge Oakley asked Prosecutor Akaraz to 
counter the law cited by Montoye and he couldn’t 
cite anything in opposition at the moment. Judge 
Oakley said the burden was on the prosecution 
to oppose the defense assertion.
   After the court session, Akaraz said he would 
appeal Judge Oakley’s ruling because he is sure 
there is law to support the charges they filed 
against Standifer.
   It all started at about 9:10 p.m., Jan. 27, when 
Sumpter police were called to a residence at 
43796 Willow responding to a call for service 
after Steven McKinney, Jr. showed up on the 
back porch of the home drunk and incoherent, 
according to testimony by Sumpter Sgt. Brian 
Steffani.
   McKinney reportedly told police his S-10 
pickup was “across the creek or ditch.” He 
never said he had been assaulted, according to 
testimony. Police went out to look for the truck, 
thinking there may have been a drunk-driving 
accident, testimony said.
   While officers were outside speaking with that 
homeowner, about a dozen shots of gunfire were 
heard at the Standifer residence next door.
   When they got to that location, officers 
found a 28-year-old male lying face down in 
the driveway next to a vehicle riddled with 
bullet holes with the passenger door open. The 
male, Erin Standifer, suffered a gunshot wound 
to the right thigh. He was pulled to a safe 
location by Sumpter Officer Joseph Balowski, 
but the injured man was uncooperative with 
investigators before being transported by 
ambulance to St. Joseph Mercy Hospital.
   McKinney was taken to a hospital downriver, 
Det./Sgt. Toth testified.
   The homeowner and victim’s father, Tony 
Standifer, admitted to firing the shots, but gave 
several conflicting stories as to why, according 
to testimony. He gave police permission to 
search his home for evidence concerning 
what he called an attempt to rob him and 
then later rescinded permission after police 
found two weapons, ammunition, and a large 
amount of cash in the home. After Standifer 

was determined to possibly be the victim, the 
cash was immediately returned, according to 
testimony.
   After finding the wounded son, Sumpter police 
thought they had an active shooter in the house 
and called for backup. They could see someone 
moving inside the house shutting off lights.
   Sumpter Det./Sgt. John Toth testified when he 
got to the scene, it was “chaos,” with officers 
from Huron Township, Van Buren Township, 
Huron-Clinton Metropark, and Michigan State 
Police at the scene, besides the Sumpter officers 
and Sumpter Police Chief Eric Luke.
   After being asked to come out of the house, 
Standifer came out holding a cell phone to his 
ear and had one hand raised up in the air. He 
was put, handcuffed, into the back seat of a 
Huron Township patrol car, which was a safe 
distance from the house, and later released.
   Standifer was highly intoxicated, but Det./
Sgt. Toth testified he could understand what 
Standifer was saying. He said someone had 
tried to rob him and he was fighting for his life.
   Sgt. Steffani testified there was blood 
throughout the residence and blood soaking into 
the carpet in the family room. Tony Standifer 
had no injuries except to his knuckles, according 
to testimony.
   The truck parked right next to the west side of 
the residence had multiple bullet holes in it, Sgt. 
Steffanti said. He testified it had blood and fatty 
tissue on the seat. This black Chevy S-10 truck, 
where Standifer’s son was found by police, was 
Steve McKinney’s missing truck.
   Det./Sgt. Toth said later that he presented 
details on the whole incident to the Wayne 
County Prosecutor’s Office and it decided to 
prosecute only on gun charges.

Terry Eldich Davis
   Terry Eldich Davis, 48, was sentenced by video 
from the Wayne County Jail to 14 days, time 
served, by Judge Oakley after Davis pled guilty 
to a misdemeanor of failing to comply with 
signing a registration form as a sex offender.
   He was put on six months of non-reporting 
probation. Davis gave Judge Oakley his new 
address in Ypsilanti and the judge ordered him 
to register with the police as soon as possible 
after release from jail. He had been charged 
with a failure to register as a sex offender on 
Oct. 18, 2014 in Van Buren Township and that 
charge was dismissed.

Andrea Leniece Rue
   Andrea Leniece Rue, 29, had been charged 
with felony possession of controlled substance 
on Sept. 7, 2014 in VBT. The charge was 
amended to a misdemeanor, being in possession 
of a hypodermic needle (drug paraphernalia). 
Judge Oakley sentenced her to 12 months 
non-reporting probation and $645 in fines and 
costs. Her retained defense attorney Russell 
Anderson went over her past convictions for 
drug abuse and all the things she had done for 
her Oakland County sentence which included 
substance abuse classes, mental health sessions, 
seeing a psychiatrist once a month, 32 hours of 
community service, drug testing twice a week, 
and a new shot she is taking that works. She 
said she last violated in December.

Ward Lorne Schuyler
   Ward Lorne Schuyler, 48, waived his 
preliminary exam on discharging a weapon in or 
at a building and weapons-felony firearm (using 
a firearm while committing a felony) on Jan. 
27 in Sumpter Township. Judge Oakley bound 
him over to circuit court to face the charges on 
March 1.
   Schuyler was free after posting bond of 
$50,000/10%. His court-appointed defense 
attorney was David Lankford.

Eddie Al Dusseau
   The preliminary exam of Eddie Al Dusseau, 
50, on charges of possession of controlled 

substance – narcotic or cocaine less than 25 
grams and possession of marijuana in the city 
of Belleville on Nov. 17, 2014 was adjourned to 
another date at the request of retained defense 
attorney Michael Vincent. Officer in charge of 
the case is Belleville Cpl. Kris Faull.

James Forrest Chapman
   Judge Oakley set yet another court date for 
James Forrest Chapman on a 2015 misdemeanor 
charge of refusing to give a DNA sample. This 
session is 11 a.m., May 10.
   This charge had been dismissed by Oakley in 
2015 and then circuit court overturned Oakley’s 
dismissal and sent it back to his courtroom. 
It has been adjourned regularly since then as 
Chapman’s attorney John Day tried, without 
success, to get the charge combined with a 2016 
DNA refusal charge against Chapman tied to 
a charge of assaulting/resisting/obstructing a 
police officer.
   That case is now set for a May 5 jury trial 
before Wayne County Circuit Court Judge 
Margaret Van Houten.
   Chapman, 57, of Van Buren Township, had a 
jury trial under way on the charges in October 
and a mistrial was called Oct. 27 by the judge 
following a health problem in the jury room and 
the entrance of a VBT police officer to help.
   The trial was then re-set for Jan. 23 and now it 
has been re-set for May 5.
   On Feb. 15 Judge Oakley said he was leaning 
toward dismissing this 2015 case again since it 
is not combined with the other 2016 DNA case.
   An Assistant Wayne County Prosecutor said 
there is negotiation on a deal on Chapman’s case 
before Judge Van Houten and they are closer to 
a plea agreement. He said this case shouldn’t be 
dismissed now.
   Attorney Day is not representing Chapman in 
the circuit court case.
   Judge Oakley said they could adjourn this case 
until after the jury trial, but Chapman spoke out 
strongly saying he wanted it dismissed before 
the jury trial.
   Attorney Day took Chapman out into the court 
hallway and spoke with him privately.
   When they returned, Judge Oakley said if he 
doesn’t grant an adjournment, they would have 
to hold the exam and then it would be appealed 
and that is not a good use of court time.
   “This is not a high priority case,” Judge 
Oakley said. “I promise you I will set a date if 
they delay again.”

Belleville, VBT Dispatch 
Logs not available this week 
due to VBT software update
   Ken Dandy, internet technician for the Van 
Buren Township Police Department, informed 
the Independent on Tuesday morning that there 
was a delay in getting the police dispatch logs 
as VBT recently upgraded the CAD software 
and that upgrade is causing issues with the day 
logs.
   He said as soon as he has them, he would 
pass them along. The Independent’s Tuesday 
noon deadline came without the logs available. 
Dandy apologized, saying, “I am working to get 
it back, but it’s going to be a day or so.”
   VBT provides dispatch services and logs for 
the city of Belleville Police Department, as 
well as VBT Police. The Independent usually 
receives the logs from Dandy early Monday 
mornings.

Rosemary K. Otzman, Editor
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734.697.2888
www.innovativecomputers.net

FREE ESTIMATES

$99
Save $70 
with our virus removal special. 

 $170  
              

$1999
WEBSITE SPECIAL
                             4 page custom design

*Some restrictions apply. Contact Perspective Eyecare for details.

Dr. Robert Kennedy, O.D.
11824 Belleville Road
Belleville, MI 48111

734.699.1010

perspectiveeyecare.com

25% OFF BUY ONE COMPLETE PAIR OF 
GLASSES and GET 25% OFF  
ANOTHER COMPLETE PAIR*

BOGO =
LOVE!

M a r c h  1 0 ,  2 0 1 7  
6 : 3 0 p m  t o  8 : 3 0 p m  

 

Cosmic Bowling  and Auction  
 

$20/ticket 
(2 games, shoes, and pizza) 

 

Lodge Lanes 
46255 South I-94 Service Drive 

Belleville, MI 48111 
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Open Arms Lutheran Church 

7865 Belleville Road 
Belleville, MI 48111 

734-699-5000 
www.openarmscenter.com 
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Atchinson Ford Sales, Inc.
9800 Belleville Rd.
Belleville, MI 48111

734-697-9161
www.atchinson.net

*A/Z Plan Pricing. 10,500 miles per year. Includes Factory and Renewal Rebate. Requires $2000 due at signing plus taxes and plates. With Approved Credit. **A/Z Plan Pricing. All rebates to Dealer.  May require Ford Credit Financing. Plus taxes and fees. May require trade-in.

USED CAR SPECIAL

2017 FUSION SE
24 month lease for

$123/MO.* 
REBATES UP TO $2,000.

BUY AS LOW AS $20,534.

2017 ESCAPE SE
24 month lease for

$149/MO.* 
REBATES UP TO $2,500. BUY AS LOW AS $21,549.

2016 EDGE SE 
AWD

24 month lease for

$215/MO.*
REBATES UP TO $3,750.

BUY AS LOW AS $25,752.

2015 FUSION SE
$14,888

2016 FOCUS SE
24 month lease for

$149/MO.*
REBATES UP TO $3,750. BUY AS LOW AS $15,264.

2016 F-150
SUPERCAB XLT

4x4
24 month lease for

$182/MO.*
REBATES UP TO $7,800.

BUY AS LOW AS $32,276.

New 
DETAIL SHOP
NOW OPEN!

CONSTRUCTION IS FINISHED!

GLENN  SILVENIS


