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The Denton Road bridge has 
been closed by Wayne County 

for 1,229 days as of today.
(That’s 3.37 years or 29,496 hours)

Photo courtesy of McBride Middle School
The Van Buren Public Schools Unified Basketball Team at McBride Middle School recently played its first game against Novi’s unified 
team. Both teams did great and the game ended in a tie. The unified program joins students with and without intellectual disabilities to 
promote friendship and understanding.

   McBride Middle School announcees two 
upcoming events for its Unified Basketball 
team.
   The unified program joins students with 
and without intellectural disabilities on 
the same court to promote friendship and 
understanding.
   Van Buren Public Schools is one of the 
two districts in Wayne County that have 
added the unified program to its sports 
department.
   On Friday, Feb. 20, there will be a 
basketball game and Inclusion Pep Rally 

McBride to host events with Unified Basketball team
from 1:45 to 2:45 p.m. during the school 
day vs. Parker Middle School of Howell.
   Jessica McIntyre, on the McBride staff, 
invites people to experience the “electric 
atmosphere” as the entire student body 
gathers to cheer on the Unified team.
   “This is a high-energy event featuring 
performances by the cheerleaders and 
a chance to see the school culture shift 
toward total inclusion,” she said. 
   The Showcase Game, an after-school 
event for family and friends on Wednesday, 
March 4, is from 4 to 5 p.m. The McBride 
team will be playing Frost Middle School 
of Livonia.
   “Unified sports is more than just a 
game,” McIntyre said. “It is a movement 
recognized by organizations like the 

Special Olympics for its ability to ‘destroy 
stigma and stereotypes.’”
   On Feb. 10, McBride held a National 
African American Parent Involvement Day, 
beginning at 8 a.m. with breakfast in the 
cafeteria provided by the McBride PTO. 
Parents were able to follow their students’ 
schedule and visit classrooms from 8:54 to 
10:10 a.m., where they engaged in content-
centered learning activities.
   Representatives from Divine Nine, 
African American fraternity and sorority 
chapters, were in the Media Center, where 
they shared information and presentations 
with parents and students. The celebration 
concluded in the gymnasium with an open 
gym session, allowing students and parents 
to enjoy time together.

Happy Valentine’s 
” ”  Day!  ” ”

Three die in 
traffic crashes 
on Sun., Mon.
   Three people died in early-morning 
vehicle crashes on Sunday and Monday on 
Michigan Avenue in Van Buren Township.
   Van Buren Township Police Chief Jason 
Wright said at about 3:56 a.m. on Sunday, 
the dispatch center received 911 calls 
reporting a vehicle crash on Michigan 
Avenue, west of Denton Road. Police, 
fire, and Huron Valley Ambulance were 
dispatched to the scene.
   Chief Wright said the preliminary 
examination found a Ford Fusion had 
struck a Ford Focus. The driver of the 
Fusion, a 23-year-old male from Canton 
Township, was uninjured and was taken 
into custody at the scene.
   The passenger of the Fusion, a 25-year-
old male from Brownstown Township, 
sustained minor injuries. He was evaluated 
by medical personnel at the scene and 
released.
   The occupants of the Focus were identified 
as a 49-year-old male and a 49-year-old 
female, who both were pronounced dead at 
the scene. They both were from Van Buren 
Township.
   The Van Buren Township Traffic Crash 
Investigation Team was called to the scene 
to conduct a follow-up investigation, 
collect data and secure physical evidence. 
The crash remains under investigation. 
Anyone with information or who may have 
witnessed this crash is asked to contact 
Sgt. Mike Rini or Sgt. Jeff Stanton at (734) 
699-8930 ext. 3.

Second fatal crash
   Chief Wright said at about midnight on 
Monday, police, fire, and ambulance, were 
dispatched to a single-vehicle, rollover 
crash on Michigan Avenue, near Dellor 
Road.
   The preliminary investigation revealed 
that the vehicle was traveling eastbound 
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Amenities 
• 100% Smoke free campus 
• Individual heating & cooling 
• Emergency in-unit pull cords 

•      Subsidized rent 
•      On-site laundry 
•      Transportation available 

 

    www.csi.coop         (800) 593-3052            TDD (800) 348-7011 

575 Sumpter Rd, Belleville 
 

For more information call: 
734-699-8676 

M-W-F    9am-Noon 

Affordable Rental Communities for Seniors 

BELLEVILLE CO-OP 
For over 75 years as a mission-driven non-profit, we exist solely to provide  

the highest quality, affordable housing communities possible for seniors. 

White Pine
  DENTAL HEALTH

Your Smile Comes First!
Affordable, Kind, and Convenient.

Call Us Today: (734) 252-6002  187 Main Street, Downtown Belleville
www.WhitePineDentalHealth.com

Meet our Dentist: Dr. DeAngelo S.
Webster is an award-winning dentist, author,

and a University of Michigan graduate.

• Now Booking New Patients •
Open Evenings and Weekends

Family Friendly Dentist for Adults and Kids

SERVING BELLEVILLE & SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN!

Visit us @ www.barnettroofing.com

41700 MICHIGAN AVE. – CANTON

Roofing •• Siding •• Flat Roofs
FREE ESTIMATES!

Licensed & Insured

CALL (734) 397-8122

OVER 50 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

Now Thru Feb. 28, 2026Now Thru Feb. 28, 2026
receive our cerTaiNTeed rooF 4-STarreceive our cerTaiNTeed rooF 4-STar

exTeNded warraNTy For Free! curreNT &exTeNded warraNTy For Free! curreNT &
PaST MiliTary MeMberS will receive aPaST MiliTary MeMberS will receive a

$250 cabelaS GiFT card!$250 cabelaS GiFT card!

10200 Railroad Street, Willis, Michigan
(South end of Meridian St, off Willis Rd, Between Rawsonville and Bunton)

(734) 461-1111(734) 461-1111 willisfeed@att.net
We look forward 
to seeing you soon.

Bunton
Rd

Willis Rd

Meridian St

Rawsonville Rd

Railroad Tracks

•  Dog and Cat Food
•  Wild Bird and Squirrel Food
•  Certified Organic Products
•  Hay and Straw  •  Poultry Food
•  Horse and Livestock Feed

Hours:
Mon-Fri 9aM-6pM  •  sat 9aM-5pM

sun 10aM-4pM

Like Us OnLike Us On

Willis Feed MillWillis Feed Mill
Your Wildlife 

Headquarters for 2025!

Dr Robert Kennedy, O.D.
240 Main Street
Belleville, MI 48111
734.699.1010

Visit www.perspectiveeyecare.com to schedule online
Find us on Facebook and Instagram

Monday    9am-7pm
Tuesday    9am-6pm
Wednesday  9am-7pm
Thursday   9am-6pm
Friday     closed
Saturday   by appointment 
  Closed 1-2pm every day

Visit Perspective Eyecare for all your eyecare needs!

590 E. Huron River Drive – Belleville   734-391-7292590 E. Huron River Drive – Belleville   734-391-7292

PROTECTPROTECT THE NEW THE NEW  , , PRESERVEPRESERVE THE OLD! THE OLD!
- CARS, TRUCKS, SUVs & TRAILERS -- CARS, TRUCKS, SUVs & TRAILERS -

KP& T AUTO SERVICE NOW OFFERINGKP& T AUTO SERVICE NOW OFFERING

RUSTPROOFING
Protect your 
vehicle from 
harsh winter 

snow and 
road salt. 
Call for an 

appointment 
today!

BEST CHIMNEYBEST CHIMNEY
&& MASONRY CO. MASONRY CO.OUR 63OUR 63  rdrd

YEAR!YEAR!
OUR 63OUR 63  rdrd

YEAR!YEAR!

« CHIMNEYS BUILT, REPAIRED & CLEANED
« MASONRY WORK
« SCREENS INSTALLED
« TUCK POINTING
« GUTTERS
« RESIDENTIAL
« COMMERCIAL
« VIOLATIONS
    CORRECTED
« FLEXLINERS
« CERTIFICATIONS
    INSPECTIONS

Licensed & Insured
State Lic # 40800

Family Owned

Workers
Compensation
& General
Liability
to Protect
Homeowner

WE DO
PORCHES

(313) 292-7722
(734) 242-2992

Since
1962

FREE
Estimates
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Upcoming Meetings

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   Billie Harsch told the Van Buren Public 
Schools Board of Education at Monday’s 
regular meeting that she has three students 
in the district and is concerned about 
political protests being encouraged.
   She said, for example, her niece is part of 
the cast of a play at McBride Middle School 
and they have been practicing. But one 
practice was canceled and the cast instead 
had to make anti-ICE posters.
   Harsch said when her niece refused to 
work on the posters she was given dirty 
looks and treated rudely.
   She said her question was, “Is it OK to get 
political in school?”
   She said the Belleville High School 
principal sent a note to parents that this 
Friday at the high school the students are 
walking out of school to protest ICE (U.S. 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement).
   Harsch questioned the safety of the students 
when there were not enough administrators 
and security to cover the crowd and to make 
sure the things left inside were secure.
   School board president Amy Pearce said 
they have to talk about what student rights 
are if a student wants to organize a protest 
on an issue.
   “During the school hours, what are they 
allowed to do under the First Amendment?” 

Parent voices concern over safety of political protest at school
she asked.
   School Supt. Pete Kudlak said students 
can protest without ever informing the 
administration and students have been 
protesting for centuries. He said with this 
protest, the administration heard about it 
and BHS Principal Nicole Crockett talked 
to the organizers and convinced them it was 
safer to stay on school property.
   He said this is an opportunity to be active 
in their belief.
   Board Trustee Victor DeLibera said, “I 
agree. We have to allow people to express 
their ideas.” He asked if students were 
allowed to leave the school grounds and 
Kudlak said if they are leaving, “We don’t 
tackle them at the door.”
   President Pearce said there are 
consequences for missing class and Kudlak 
agreed.

   In other business at the 43-minute meeting 
on Feb. 9, the board:
    • Voted unanimously to add two Aviation 
courses to the Belleville High School 
offerings. One already is being taught as 
a pilot course. Director of Instruction Jill 
Marvaso said these classes should have 
been approved at the last meeting, along 
with the new Drone classes. The Aviation 
1 and 2 classes are expected to be for ninth 
and tenth graders to take in advance of the 

Drone classes for 11th and 12th graders, 
but this is not a requirement from the 
state. Jessica Romack, CTE coordinator, 
explained the details of the classes;
    • Heard trustee DeLibera ask if this had 
anything to do with the malfunctioning wind 
tunnel at the school, that he heard is now 
fixed. He said the engine had been turned 
the wrong way. Marvaso said it wasn’t for 
the Aviation classes, but it definitely needs 
to be fixed;
    • Approved hiring Thomas Wagner as a 
math teacher at Belleville High School and 
Angelica Forton as a Spanish teacher at 
BHS, both as of Feb. 23;
    • Approved hiring Vanessa Lamar 
as a paraprofessional at Edgemont 
Elementary and Alyssa Montgomery as a 
paraprofessional at BHS, both with starting 
dates to be determined;
    • Heard parent Angela Mears explain 
that the supporters of the Class of 2026 
end-of-school party have been running 
monthly fund raisers at Hungery Howie’s 
on Belleville Road. They need a certain 
number of orders to qualify for a donation 
and in January they were three short and 
employees pitched in to order so they could 
get the $375. The next dine-to-donate is Feb. 
18 and 39 orders are needed. She said they 
also are selling carnations for Valentine’s 
Day and there is a can and bottle drive from 

noon to 3 p.m. on Feb. 22. The cans and 
bottles can be picked up before then in a 25-
mile radius, she said;
    • Heard secretary Darlene Loyer-Gerick 
tell of the weekend she spent in Washington, 
D.C. with board president Pearce, where 
they took advocacy classes and visited 
the offices of elected officials on The Hill. 
She listed some of the classes and said the 
weekend was well-spent;
    • Heard DeLibera say he attended the 
William D. Ford open house and found 
people there who will come to the Van 
Buren district to help support robotics. It 
was learned about 100 BHS students attend 
classes at the Ford facility; and
    • Heard Pearce tell more about their trip to 
Washington under Wayne RESA (Regional 
Education Service Agency), which she 
called their “caregivers.” She said they 
heard a good presentation on conflict, which 
can be good or bad. They also discussed 
the funding gap with the Individuals with 
Disabilities Act, where school districts have 
requirements but do not get the 40% funding 
required from the federal government. She 
said she also discussed school vouchers 
and if Van Buren Schools lost 2% of their 
students, the district would lose $1 million, 
meaning more than a dozen teachers would 
have to be eliminated.

WHEREAS, Mildred Elizabeth Baker will 
celebrate her 100th birthday on April 2, 
2026, an extraordinary and rare milestone 
that reflects a century of life, history, and 
personal achievement; and
WHEREAS, Mildred Baker has been a 
lifelong resident of Belleville, Michigan, 
calling the community her home for 100 
years and contributing to its character and 
spirit through her presence and service; and
WHEREAS, throughout her working 
life, Mildred Baker served the community 

City Council proclaims April 2 as ‘Mildred Elizabeth Baker Day’
through her employment with Van Buren 
Public Schools, Willis Hardware, and 
through her skilled work as a seamstress, 
demonstrating dedication, craftsmanship, 
and a strong work ethic; and
WHEREAS, Mildred Baker is a devoted 
mother, grandmother, great-grandmother, 
aunt, and sister, whose life has been defined 
by love of family, generosity of spirit, and 
enduring values; and
WHEREAS, she has remained actively 
engaged in the Belleville community, 

participating in several local organizations 
and serving as a longtime member of Saint 
Paul’s Lutheran Church, where her faith 
and service have touched many lives; and
WHEREAS, Mildred Baker’s century of 
life stands as a testament to resilience, faith, 
community involvement, and devotion to 
family, serving as an inspiration to all who 
have the privilege of knowing her;
NOW, THEREFORE, I, Kenneth R. 
Voigt, Mayor of Belleville, on behalf of the 
Belleville City Council, do hereby proclaim 

April 2, 2026, as “Mildred Elizabeth Baker 
Day”, and extend heartfelt congratulations 
and best wishes to her on the celebration of 
her 100th birthday.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have 
hereunto set my hand and caused the 
seal of the City of Belleville to be affixed 
this 2nd day of February, 2026.

Signed by Mayor Voigt and city council 
members

   • Thursday, Feb. 12 – Keystone Academy 
School Board, 5 p.m. Also, Sumpter 
Planning Commission, 6 p.m. Also, 
Belleville Planning Commission, 6:30 p.m.
   • Tuesday, Feb. 17 – Van Buren Public 
Schools Board of Education workshop, 
6 p.m., administration building. Also, 
Belleville City Council, 6:30 p.m. Also, 
Van Buren Township Board of Trustees, 6 
p.m., with 5 p.m. work/study as needed.
   • Wednesday, Feb. 18 – City of Belleville 
Downtown Development Authority, 6 
p.m., city hall.

   • Monday, Feb. 23 – Van Buren Public 
Schools Board of Education, 7 p.m., BHS 
Commons
   • Tuesday, Feb. 24 – Sumpter Township 
Board of Trustees, 6 p.m.
   • Wednesday, Feb. 25 – Van Buren 
Township Planning Commission, 5:30 p.m.
   • Monday, March 2 – Belleville City 
Council, 6:30 p.m.
   • Tuesday, March 3 – Van Buren Township 
Board of Trustees, 6:30 p.m., with 5 p.m. 
work/study as needed.
   • Monday, March 9 – Van Buren Public 
Schools Board of Education, 7 p.m., BHS 
Commons
   • Wednesday, March 11 – Van Buren 

Township Planning Commission, 5:30 p.m.
   • Thursday, March 12 – Keystone 
Academy School Board, 5 p.m. Also, 
Belleville Planning Commission, 6:30 p.m.
   • Monday, March 16 – Van Buren Public 
Schools Board of Education workshop, 
6 p.m., administration building. Also, 
Belleville City Council, 6:30 p.m.
   • Tuesday, March 17 – Van Buren 
Township Board of Trustees, 6:30 p.m., 
with 5 p.m. work/study as needed.
   • Monday, March 23 – Van Buren Public 
Schools Board of Education, 7 p.m., BHS 
Commons
   • Wednesday, March 25 – Van Buren 
Township Planning Commission, 5:30 p.m.

   • Tuesday, April 7 – Belleville City 
Council, 6:30 p.m. Also, Van Buren 
Township Board of Trustees, 6:30 p.m., 
with 5 p.m. work/study as needed.
   • Wednesday, April 8 – Van Buren 
Township Planning Commission, 5:30 p.m.
   • Thursday, April 9 – Keystone Academy 
School Board, 5 p.m. Also, Belleville 
Planning Commission, 6:30 p.m.
   • Monday, April 13 – Van Buren Public 
Schools Board of Education, 7 p.m., BHS 
Commons
   • Tuesday, April 21 – Belleville City 
Council, 6:30 p.m. Also, Van Buren 
Township Board of Trustees, 6:30 p.m., 
with 5 p.m. work/study as needed.
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Editorial:

BHS students given 
OK to protest ICE 
by leaving school
   At Monday’s meeting of the Van Buren 
Public Schools Board of Education, the 
superintendent confirmed rumors that the 
students at Belleville High School had 
permission to walk out of their final class 
of the day on Friday to protest ICE (U.S. 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement).
   Supt. Kudlak said when administrators 
heard the rumor about a pending walkout, 
BHS Principal Nicole Crockett met with 
leaders of the protest. The plan had been 
for the students to walk out and head to the 
Belleville Area District Library.
   Kudlak said the principal convinced them 
not to leave the school property for safety 
reasons. He said the ones who are going to 
stay will stay and others will leave. When 
he was asked if they are allowed leave, 
he said some are adults and some almost 
adults. He added if they try to leave, “We 
don’t tackle them at the door.”
   Kudlak said students have been protesting 
for centuries. He said it is a positive thing 
for them to learn that if they want something 
– like better food in the cafeteria – they can 
be active in their beliefs.
   He said since he has been superintendent 
there have been three or so protests. He 
said there was one at a football game that 
went well. It was organized by people from 
another district and they kept everything 
orderly.
   He explained it is a learning experience 
for the students.

   At Monday’s school board meeting, 
board president Amy Pearce reminded 
everyone about the annual spaghetti 
dinner to support the BHS Jazz band on 
Feb. 28. Also, the Michigan Color Guard 
competition is Sunday, Feb. 22 at BHS.
   She said the BHS Jazz Band was playing 
with the professional Paul Keller orchestra 
in Ann Arbor that Monday night. Pearce 
said it is a great experience for the students 
to perform with professionals and they 
learn a lot by doing that.

***
  After Monday’s school board meeting I 
told School Supt. Kudlak that I’m sure the 
Belleville Area District Library appreciates 
the school’s efforts to keep all the 
demonstrators from BHS from marching 
over to the library on Friday for their ICE 
protest. Can you imagine what that would 
be like for the whole school to be at the 
library?
   The library has created a space for teens 
upstairs and has special events for them. 
The library did have to cancel the teen’s 
pizza deliveries, however.

***
   The letter in today’s paper about how 
awful some of the sidewalks are these days 
is absolutely right. On Thursdays, my son 
and I deliver at about 66 stops and some 
of the sidewalks are hard to reach from the 
street.
   Sometimes Jim drives to the driveways 
to find me a bare spot for exit and entry to 
drop the papers at certain spots.
   We start so early in Sumpter deliveries on 
Thursdays that I can just toss the drops out 
the car window – encased in a plastic bag, 
if needed.

   But this weather is what is causing the 
snow piles along the roadways and onto 
the sidewalks. And if it didn’t get shoveled 
before it froze so hard, it’s very hard to 
remove.
   On Monday I was told the snow piled 
along the roads in the Upper Peninsula 
these days are ten feet tall. The snow kept 
falling and being plowed back along the 
roadways.
   I guess we should be happy our snow 
piles aren’t that high here.

***
   As we were nearing our press deadline at 
Tuesday noon, we checked Wayne County 
Circuit Judge Sean Cox’s docket and found 
the local law suit against Wayne Disposal 
was still in trial. It had been on his docket 
all last week, as well, and we were able to 
watch some of it streamed live last week.
   We missed the testimony of Belleville 
Mayor Ken Voigt and Van Buren Township 
Supervisor Kevin McNamara, but we were 
told they were good on the stand. The 
person who saw the testimony that day 
said the Van Buren fire chief also testified, 
but he wasn’t as good as the other two. She 
said that’s because the attorney didn’t ask 
him good questions.
   It will be interesting if a county judge can 
overturn what the federal government has 
approved. Time will tell.

***
   The plans for the rebuilding of the 
lakeside part of Johnny’s on the Lake in 

downtown Belleville will be on the 6:30 
p.m. agenda of the Belleville Planning 
Commission today (Thursday, Feb. 12). It 
should be interesting. Last we heard, they 
were planning to build three tiers of dining 
space on Belleville Lake. It should be nice.
   This is following a fire last fall that 
destroyed that area.

***
   On Tuesday, our 
state Senator Darin 
Camilleri, D-Trenton, 
released an angry 
statement following 
President Trump’s 
threats to block the 
Gordie Howe Bridge 
from opening:
   “This  isn’t  strength. It  isn’t  savvy 
negotiating.  It’s  using Michigan workers 
and our state’s economy as pawns in a 
classic Trump tantrum. 
   “Last time he was in Michigan, he gave 
autoworkers the finger. That wasn’t just his 
reaction to being confronted about failing to 
release the Epstein files. Apparently, it was 
him summarizing his entire economic plan 
for Michigan workers.  
   “I look forward to us opening this bridge 
as another connection across the busiest 
trade corridor in North America,” he 
concluded.
   Bridges have a way of being delayed in 
these parts, we’ve found.

***
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O  P  I  N  I  O  N  S Columbia Court
Apartments

275 W. Columbia • Belleville

734-697-8200
Minutes From Shopping, Freeways & Restaurants

For 1 Bedroom & Studio Apartments Only.
Accepting Applications for Individuals 62 & Older

H.U.D. Guidlines Apply
A Senior Facility of National Church Residences

Affordable Housing • Sec 8-202
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Letters

(734) 699-1550
See our menu online at:
chinakingbelleville.comchinakingbelleville.com

LUNCH •• DINNER
Best Buffet Around!

Next to the Belleville Post Office
HOTSPOT

BEER & WINE AVAILABLE • DRIVE-THRU PICKUP
Delivery AvAilAble Thru uber eATS, Grubhub & DOOr DASh!

OPEN HOURS
MONDAY - THURSDAY  1:00AM – 9:00PM
FRIDAY & SATURDAY  11:00AM – 10:00PM
SUNDAY    11:30AM - 9:00PM

45915 S. I-94 Service Dr., Belleville

KAREN’S
PLACE

A Salon
For Everyone

36968 Huron River Drive
New Boston, Michigan
Appointments & Walk-ins Welcome
734-753-9130

Open: Tues.– Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-3
ANNOUNCEMENT

Karen’s Place has a new Nail Tech.
Call Lexi for an appointment today!

Buy 3 Ads, Get 1 FREE!
Call our Advertising Manager

Janet Millard Today!  734-699-9020

ADVERTISE
TODAY!

  Janet Deaton, CGC Evaluator
American Kennel Club

janet@dogsbyjanet.com       (734) 604-1720dogs by janet ~ Belleville

ay hello to JasperS
© 2025 D2 Enterprises, All Rights Reserved. USA

Jasper is now scheduling volunteer 
appearances in our Tricommunity 
area.
He’s credentialed and insured with 
both Alliance of Therapy Dogs and 
Canines for Christ — committed to 
brightening your day!

HONESTY IS OUR POLICY!

BAI

50 South Street at 5-Points, Belleville • 734-325-7065
Open Monday – Friday  8am - 6pm

Disc Brake special
premium paDs & rotors,

incluDes laBor, starting at $400
Most Cars. Restrictions Apply.

WITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 2-26-26
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SENIORS, VETERANS &
ACTIVE MILITARY TAKE

10% OFF YOUR TOTAL BILL
WITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 2-26-26

$4999

BAIBAIWITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 2-26-26

$150HEATER CORE
FLUSH Includes

Coolant

VEHICLE CHECK
Belts, Hoses, Etc.

let’s get reaDY For Winter!

STANDING TIMBER
Family Owned & Operated

Land Clearing & Grinding
Services Available

Sawmill Office
1-(517) 254-4463

WANTED TO BUY

If we want a walkable 
downtown, we need help
To the editor:
   On Wednesday [Feb. 4], I found the 
conditions on Main Street to be dangerous. 
I had to navigate large “glaciers” of ice 
covering the roads and sidewalks, which 
caused me to slip and nearly fall. There 
were significant gaps in the cleared 
areas, making the downtown area nearly 
impassable.
   This is unacceptable. If the DDA is 
responsible for these conditions, I believe 
funds should be reallocated to ensure 
winter safety -- perhaps by reducing the 
daily watering of flowers to every other 
day. If we want a walkable downtown that 
encourages shopping and strolling, the city 
must take action rather than waiting for the 
snow to melt.
   Furthermore, we have many vacant 
buildings downtown and south on Sumpter. 
I suggest turning the old hardware store 
into “The Incubator,” a space where 
entrepreneurs can start businesses for 
a small fee and receive guidance from 
mentors.
   We also need to address the high number 
of empty storefronts. Property owners 
might consider leasing spaces for a lower 
rate, such as $500 a month for the first six 
months, to help new businesses establish 
themselves. $500 in rent is better than 
$3,000 for a building that sits empty.
   Do we accept this status quo, or is there 
a desire for change? I also have ideas for 
supporting those struggling with addiction, 
depression, or emotional hardship. 

   I look forward to hearing from 
others who care about our community. 
Please feel free to contact me at 
(https://www.hoardingmichigan.com). 
 

Donald Keith
Sumpter Township

You already have the 
city manager you need
To the editor:
   This is a letter to the Belleville City 
Council and Mayor.
   The recent actions of this Council are 
deeply troubling. You continue to insist the 
city has no money, yet you are prepared to 
spend $7,000 to $14,000 on a search for a 
new city manager. That decision is not only 
wasteful — it is disrespectful to the person 
who has already been doing the job with 
integrity and competence.
   How can you justify spending taxpayer 
money to “find” what you already have in 
Steve Jones?
   Steve has stepped in repeatedly to 
correct or prevent poor decisions made 
at the Council level. He has carried 
responsibilities far beyond his title, kept 
the city functioning, and protected it 
from unnecessary setbacks. Yet instead 
of recognizing that value, you offer him a 
token raise and then turn around and award 
the Chief of Police a $5,000 increase. 
Whether she deserves it or not, the message 
is unmistakable: Steve’s contributions are 
being minimized.
   Even more concerning is the Mayor’s 
support for these choices. If the Mayor 
cannot see the value of the person who has 
kept this city stable, then perhaps the role 
requires someone with clearer judgment 
and stronger commitment to the city’s best 
interests.
   What exactly do you believe an outside 
candidate will accomplish that Steve 
has not already proven he can do? There 
is no “perfect” outsider waiting to fix 
everything. You already have a qualified, 
dedicated individual doing the work — and 
doing it well.
   This Council has made several costly 
missteps in the past. Do not add another 
to the list. Leadership means recognizing 
talent, using resources wisely, and putting 
the city first. Right now, that means giving 
Steve Jones the opportunity he has earned.
   Stop wasting money. Stop undermining 
the person who has held this city together. 
Start making decisions that reflect real 
leadership.

Glenda
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One Call Does It All...
...At The Independent

734-699-9020

Birthdays

Licensed & Insured
       Honest & Reliable

Free Estimates
   Service & Repair
       Drain Cleaning
          Gas Lines & More

Caleb Windiate
734.307.6478

ProPlumbing734@yahoo.com

Plumbing

Friends of MI Animals Rescue
Promote a Healthy and Safe Environment for All

51299 Arkona Road
Belleville, MI 48111

734-461-9458
info@friendsofmichigan.org
www.friendsofmichigan.org

HOURS: MON-FRI BY APPOINTMENT ONLY, 
SATURDAY 11AM-3PM OPEN TO PUBLIC 

ADOPTIONS BY 
APPOINTMENT

Towing Available
Open Weekdays 8 a.m – 5 p.m.

The Hair StationThe Hair Station
(734) 796-4795(734) 796-4795

151 Main Street151 Main Street
Belleville   MI   48111Belleville   MI   48111

thehairstationthehairstation151151@yahoo.com@yahoo.com

INQUIRE ABOUT 
OUR SPECIALS!

Scott Beard
Manager/Director

19865 Sumpter Road
Belleville, Michigan 48111

 734-699-6000
 734-699-6060
 info@simplealternatives.net
 www.simplealternatives.net

DIRECT
CREMATIONS

From $1,495

Arrwood Construction
Grading, Excavating, etc.

Bill Arrwood
owner

313-363-6590

49450 Judd Rd.
Belleville, MI.  48111

arrwoodconstruction@yahoo.com

RESIDENTIAL  COMMERCIAL  INDUSTRIAL 
 

Email: blservices1990@gmail.com 

A Division of  
C&C Management 
Services, LLC  

P.O. Box 243 
Belleville, MI 48112 

Phone: 313-826-5723 

• Heating Ventilation 
    & Air Conditioning 
• Sheet Metal 
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Clutter Cleaners

10% Discount for US Military/Veterans/Seniors & 1st Time Customers
(734) 583-9523  Licensed & Insured
Cluttercleaners734@gmail.com Locally Owned

•  Full Service Junk Removal
•  Dump Trailer Rentals
•  Garage/Barn Clean-Outs
•  Trash/Junk/Debris Removal
•  Material Delivery
•  Yard Clean-Ups, Deck/Pool/
   & Jacuzzi Removal
•  Storage Units

George E. Long, III
Attorney & Counselor At Law

Federal & State Criminal
and Civil Defense

DUI  •  Wills  •  Probate Matters
Divorce  •  Social Security Disability

Notary Public

734-345-9430
321 Main Street, Belleville, Mi 48111     GlonGlaw.coM

   Guiding Harbor Foster Care Agency 
is teaming up with Eastern Michigan 
University for a high-energy night of 
college basketball with a powerful purpose: 
raising funds to support children and teens 
in foster care and inviting new families to 
learn more about fostering. 
   On Friday, March 6, the Eastern Michigan 
Eagles take on the Bowling Green Falcons 
at the George Gervin GameAbove Center 
on EMU’s campus in Ypsilanti.
   Tickets are $20 and $10 from every 
ticket will be donated directly to Guiding 
Harbor to help provide meaningful support 
for children in foster care and the families 
caring for them. 
   “A ticket to this game is more than a fun 
night out, it’s a direct investment in kids 
who deserve the same opportunities as 
their peers,” said Jennifer Trotter, CEO of 
Guiding Harbor.
   “State support helps cover basics, but 
it doesn’t stretch to things like driver’s 
training, sports fees, prom, or the everyday 
experiences that build confidence and 
connection,” she said. 
   The March 6 matchup is also a Mid-
American Conference rematch. Bowling 
Green defeated EMU 85-79 on Jan. 17, 
2026, adding extra excitement for fans 
while supporting local kids. 
   EMU Eagles vs. Bowling Green Falcons 
fund raising night benefiting Guiding 
Harbor is at 6:30 p.m. on Friday, March 6, 
2026 at 6:30 p.m. Doors open at 5:30 p.m.
   For information on guiding harbor go to 
www.guidingharbor.org/events .
   Guiding Harbor is also using this event 
to encourage more individuals and families 

Guiding Harbor partners with EMU for foster care fund raiser
to explore fostering, Trotter said. With an 
estimated 10,000 children in Michigan’s 
foster care system and an ongoing shortage 
of foster homes, additional families are 
urgently needed, especially for older youth 
and sibling groups. 
   Guiding Harbor offers foster parent 
orientation twice a month, every month, 

with an upcoming session on Feb. 27. 
Private orientations are also available by 
request. 
   Trotter said Guiding Harbor is committed 
to a safe, inclusive environment for all 
children and families and welcomes 
and supports LGBTQ+ individuals and 
families interested in providing loving, 

stable homes. LGBTQ+ youth are over-
represented in foster care, and affirming 
homes are essential so every child is fully 
respected and supported. 
   For foster parent orientation information 
contact Kristen McGraw at (734) 412-
7962, kmcgraw@guidingharbor.org or 
GuidingHarbor.org .

BHS at-home games 
   • Thursday, Feb. 12 – Girls Basketball 
v.s Parma Western, JV is 5:30 p.m. Varsity 
is 7 p.m.; Boys Swim vs. Dearborn at 6:30 
p.m.
   • Friday, Feb. 13 -- Boys Basketball vs. 
Dearborn Freshman at 4 p.m., JV at 5:30 
p.m., Varsity at 7 p.m.
   • Monday, Feb. 16 -- Boys Basketball vs. 
Livonia Churchill Freshman at 4 p.m., JV 
at 5:30 p.m., Varsity at 7 p.m.

Jamie Cichowski
Athletic Secretary

Belleville High School

   Feb. 16 – Debbie Simpkins
   Feb. 17 – Gabe Rehahn-Bonior
   Feb. 20 – Bob Stoner

Do you or does someone you know have 
a birthday soon? Call the Independent and 
we will publish it as soon as possible.
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To build a better world,
start in your own community!

Obituaries

CREMATION
$995.00 complete
NO Hidden Service Fees

(800) 331-5051
DUZAK Funeral & 

Cremation Center, Inc.
Southeast Michigan’s Lowest 

Cremation Cost Provider
Since 1977

www.duzakcremation.com

(734) 697-4500
www.DAVIDCBROWNFH.com

Complete Line of Monuments & Markers.

David C. Brown
Funeral Home

460 E. HURON RIVER DR., BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

Serving Belleville, Sumpter townShip & van Buren townShip For over 41 YearS

Pursuit of Excellence
National Funeral Directors Association

Live ~ Laugh ~ Love 

Remember

Live ~ Laugh ~ Love 

Remember
Live ~ Laugh ~ Love 

Remember
David C. Brown, Founder  •  Shelly A. Brown-Chudzinski, Manager

One Call Does It All...
...At The Independent

734-699-9020

Would you like to have your Church listed in this directory?
Call Advertising Manager Janet Millard at 734-699-9020 today!

 
 

810 E. HURON RIVER DR. BELLEVILLE, MI | 734.697.7456 
Sunday | Adult Bible Fellowship & Children’s Sunday 

School 9:45am | Morning Worship 11am 
Wednesday | Kids & Teens 6:45pm | Bible For Life 7pm 

Visit bethanybiblechurch.com for more info 

810 E. HURON RIVER DR. BELLEVILLE, MI | 734.697.7456
Sunday | Adult Bible Fellowship & Children’s Sunday

School 9:45am | Morning Worship 11am 
Wednesday | Kids & Teens 6:45pm | Bible In Action 7pm

Visit bethanybiblechurch.com for more info

RIVER OF LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
16650 Sumpter Rd., Belleville, MI 48111
Sunday Morning Worship 9 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Wednesday Adult, Youth & Children @ 7 p.m.

Visit rol-agg.com      (734) 699-6700

1770 Ridge Road, Ypsilanti, MI 48198
Sunday Bible Study 10 AM, Worship Service 11 AM

Sunday Evening Worship 6 PM and
Wednesday Bible Study 7:30 PM

www.ridgeroadcoc.org   (734) 485-2930

Ridge Road Church of Christ

SUNDAYS @ 10 A.M.
Connect Classes

11 a.m. Sunday Worship

WEDNESDAYS @ 6 P.M.
S.O.S. Recovery & Support Group

WEDNESDAYS @ 7 P.M.
Bible Study & Youth Groups

894 E. Huron River Dr. 
Belleville

JOIN US IN PERSON, ONLINE & 
FOLLOW US ON

409 W. Columbia Avenue  (734) 697-1211
▪ Saturday Mass: 6:00pm

▪ Sunday Masses:  8:30am & 10:30am
▪ Mondays:  6:30pm Adoration
www.stanthonybelleville.com

ST. ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH

BELLEVILLE
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST

Saturday Mornings
Bible Study 10:00  Worship 11:30

89 South Edgemont
bellevillesda.com

Moving forward           417 Charles
in Christ together!          Sunday 10am
bellevillefirstumc.org         734.697.9288

BELLEVILLE FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

FAITH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
6020 Denton Road

Belleville, MI 48111    (734) 483-2276
www.faithchurchdenton.org

Sunday Worship at 9:30am. Bible Study & 
refreshments after Worship.

11900 Belleville Road
Service and Sunday School

10:00 a.m.

BELLEVILLE PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH

SOLID ROCK CHURCH BELLEVILLE
“The Whole Gospel to the

Whole World by the Whole Church”
Come worship with us

Sundays at 5pm
Wednesday Bible Study

at 7pm
494 W. Columbia Ave.494 W. Columbia Ave.
Belleville, MI 48111Belleville, MI 48111

Sunday Eucharist 
10:00am

Wednesday 
Eucharist 5:45pm

www.trinitybell.org

All are Welcome!

11575 Belleville Road
Belleville, MI 48111

discoverlifepointe.com  .  45170 Hull Road
Services: Sunday @ 11 .  Wednesday @ 7

Our Mission is His Message!

Sunday Worship
Service @ 10:30

AWANA - Wednesday
Night @ 6:00

42682 Ecorse Rd.
BellevilleBaptist ChurchBaptist Church

Join us this Sunday
10:00 am Study | 11:00 am Worship

Join us this Wednesday
7:00 pm Prayer

960 E. Huron River Dr., Belleville, MI 48111
bbcbelleville.com | 734-697-0566

Bethlehem Baptist Church

 The Law Office of

  Amy M. Eversole
152 Main St.
Suite 11
Belleville, Mich. 48111 eversoleamy@gmail.com

Call 734-718-8574
•• Estate Planning  •• Probate  •• Property Law

Licensed & Insured
       Honest & Reliable

Free Estimates
   Service & Repair
       Drain Cleaning
          Gas Lines & More

Caleb Windiate
734.307.6478

ProPlumbing734@yahoo.com

Plumbing

Friends of MI Animals Rescue
Promote a Healthy and Safe Environment for All

51299 Arkona Road
Belleville, MI 48111

734-461-9458
info@friendsofmichigan.org
www.friendsofmichigan.org

HOURS: MON-FRI BY APPOINTMENT ONLY, 
SATURDAY 11AM-3PM OPEN TO PUBLIC 

ADOPTIONS BY 
APPOINTMENT

ALICE BURT
April 15, 1932 – February 5, 2026
Age 93, of Belleville. Survivors include 
children Jillean Frey and Lisa Root, both of 
Belleville; siblings Tom, Ransom, and Bill 
Hennells; grandchildren Benjamin and Jamie; 
great-grandchildren Jillean and Jaylyn. Services 
were Feb. 10 at David C. Brown Funeral Home. 
www.davidcbrownfh.com

MARK DWAYNE HALL
July 18, 1959 – February 5, 2026
Age 66, of Dearborn Heights. BHS class of 
1977. Survived by mother Eva Hall of Belleville 
and four siblings Louise Kolodziej, Kenneth 
Hall, Linda St. Cyr, Calvin Hall. Cremation 
rites have been accorded with the David C. 
Brown Funeral Home.
www.davidcbrownfh.com

NANCY JANE TREVORROW
February 20, 1941 – February 1, 2026
Age 84 of Lake City. Survived by children 
Michael Trevorrow, Melissa Parker, both 
of Belleville; 8 grandchildren; 13 great-
grandchildren; one great-great grandchild with 
one on the way. Condolences may be shared 
online at Young-Holdship Funeral Home.

KATHERINE MARIE REGES (nee Smith)
February 19, 1950 – February 3, 2026
Age 75. Survived by daughters Michelle 
Baughman and JoAnn Honey-Baker, 5 
grandchildren, 2 great-grandchildren. A 
Memorial Service will be held on February 
14, 2026, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at Sumpter 
Community Center, 23501 Sumpter Rd.

on Michigan Avenue east of Dellor. The 
report said as the vehicle was traveling east 
on Michigan, the vehicle rolled over and 
a 43-year-old male from Canton Township 
was ejected from the vehicle. 
   The 43-year-old male was pronounced 
dead at the scene by the Huron Valley 
Ambulance crew. 
   The Van Buren Township Traffic Crash 
Investigation Unit was called to the scene 
to conduct a follow-up investigation, 
collect data, and secure physical evidence.
   The crash remains under investigation. 
Anyone with information or who may have 
witnessed this crash is asked to contact Sgt. 
Jeff Stanton at (734) 699-8930.

Crashes
(continued from page 1)

St. Aloysius offers 
Lenten Fish Fries on 
Fridays to March 27
   St. Aloysius Catholic Church at 37200 
Neville St., Romulus, is offering Lenten 
Fish Fries every Friday, starting Feb. 20 
and running through March 27.
   There will be homemade cod/shrimp 
dinners and weekly specials beginning at 
4:30 p.m. and running until 7 p.m. each 
Friday.
   Fish dinners are baked or fried, at $15, 
with credit and debit cards accepted. Pizza 
is $6 and kids’ meals are $9 each. Guests 
can dine-in or get carry out, with curbside 
pickup.
   For information, call (313) 688-3725.
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PACZKI DAY
IS FEBRUARY 17TH!
Paczki Available

February 16th – 10am - 6pm
February 17th – 5am - 6pm

Flavors:
Apple,

Apricot,
Blueberry,
Custard,
Lemon,

*Prune,
Raspberry &
Strawberry
Made from 

scratch!

THE BAKE SHOPPETHE BAKE SHOPPE
BAKERYBAKERY

17416 Savage
(at Bemis)

734-699-2236734-699-2236
Sumpter

HOURS:
Mon. 10 am - 6 pm
Tues.-Fri.  6 am - 6 pm
Sat.  7 am - 4 pm
Sun.  7 am - 2 pm

PACZKI PRICES
$3.00 each

$17.50 ½ Dozen
$35.00 DozenDebit Machine May or 

May not Work on
SoMe DayS. Accepting Pre Orders for 3 Dozen or More.

European 
style
since
1995!If

Available

•  Storm Clean Up
•  Free Estimates
•  Tree Topping & Trimming
•  Tree & Shrub Removal
•  Stump Removal • Bucket Service

Insured & Senior Discounts

50% DISCOUNT IF YOU KEEP WOOD/BRUSH!

BONECUTTERS
TREE EXPERTS, LLC

(734) 431-4202

STORM DAMAGE & 
FALL DISCOUNTS!

YEAR ROUND
SERVICE BY

PROFESSIONALS

Dudek Heating & Cooling
Service and Installation

Licensed and Insured • Free Estimates • Furnaces • Boilers
Air Conditioning • Duct Work • Humidifiers • Water Heaters

Generators • Electrical • Plumbing
Keith Dudek : Owner
11681 Rawsonville
Belleville, MI 48111

Office: (734) 461-6165
Cell: (734) 730-9733

LLC

FEEDING FAMILIES IN VAN BUREN, BELLEVILLE & SUMPTER

Food distribution on Tuesdays & Wednesdays from 10AM – 1PM

E M E R G E N C Y

417 Charles Street
Belleville, MI.
734-697-9288

First United
Methodist Church

Things to do in the
Belleville area...

    • Thursday, Feb. 12, and Friday, Feb. 
13 – Calling all Belleville High School 
Alumni for a two-night event. The Hall of 
Fame night is from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. on 
Feb. 12 and Alumni Night is 5:30 to 6:30 
on Feb. 13 in the BHS Athletic Hall. Join 
in for a light strolling reception each night 
before the basketball game which starts at 
7 p.m. No RSVP required.
    • Saturday, Feb. 14 – Valentine’s Day 
at the Van Buren Eagles, 9961 Beck Rd., 
Van Buren Township. Smoked Pork Chop 
Dinner at 5:30 p.m., $20 per person. For 
tickets, call Lisa Ochalek, (734) 732-3809. 
Entertainment by Anthony Richendollar to 
follow.
    • Tuesday, Feb. 17 – Fat Tuesday Dinner 
starts at 5 p.m. at the Van Buren Eagles, 
9961 Beck Rd., Van Buren Township. 
Spaghetti Dinner, $12 each. Paczkis for 
sale too.
    • Wednesday, Feb. 18 – Denton Faith 
United Methodist Church, 6020 Denton 
Rd., Van Buren Township, will have drive-
thru available from 11:30 a.m. until 1:30 
p.m. on Ash Wednesday for those seeking 
the imposition of ashes. People can come 
inside or receive the ashes in their car.
    • Wednesday, Feb. 18 – Informational 
meeting for Lions Clubs International is 
at 4 p.m. at the Van Buren Township Hall, 
46425 Tyler Rd., Van Buren Township. 
Lions is seeking to organize a club for the 
48111 zip code. It had an organizational 
meeting in Sumpter recently and now in 
VBT.
    • Friday, Feb. 20 – Van Buren Public 
Schools Education Foundation is holding a 
Disney Trivia Night at the Belleville High 
School Commons (cafeteria). Doors open 
at 6 p.m., trivia starts at 7:15 p.m. Tickets 
at $10 per person for those ages five and 
up include four rounds of play. This fund 
raiser will include a raffle for a Disney 
Trip, prize for trivia winner, mini games, 
raffle baskets, and a special prize for best-
dressed Disney Group. Pizza, drinks and 
snacks available for purchase.
    • Friday, Feb. 20 – St. Aloysius Fish 
Fry starts at 4:30 and runs to 7 p.m. every 
Friday until Easter. Cod/shrimp dinners, 
baked or fried, $15, credit/debit accepted, 
dine-in/carryout/curbside. Pizza $6. Kid’s 
meal, $9. Church is at 37200 Neville St., 
Romulus. (313) 688-3725
    • Friday, Feb. 20 – Fish Fry starts at 

5 p.m. at the Van Buren Eagles, 9961 
Beck Rd., Van Buren Township, every 
Friday until Easter. Public welcome. Menu 
includes cod, shrimp, hush puppies, French 
fries, chicken wings, onion rings, more. DJ 
Anthony Richendollar.
    • Saturday, Feb. 21 – The Van Buren 
Community Players present “Journey into 
Narnia the Musical” from 10:30 to 11:30 
a.m. for ages 12-17 years. Free creative 
youth class. Explore musical theater. Build 
performance confidence. Sing, dance, act. 
At Van Buren Community Center, 46425 
Tyler Rd. Information: (734) 699-8921
   • Friday, Feb. 27 – Taco & Margarita 
Night from 5 to 7 p.m. at the James D. 
Donovan/Romulus VFW Post 78, 39270 
W. Huron River Dr., Romulus, (734) 941-
3030. Proceeds support the auxiliary.
    • Friday, Feb. 27 – Fish Fry starts at 
5 p.m. at the Van Buren Eagles, 9961 
Beck Rd., Van Buren Township, every 
Friday until Easter. Public welcome. Menu 
includes cod, shrimp, hush puppies, French 
fries, chicken wings, onion rings, more. 
Trivia free to play.
    • Wednesday, March 4 – Michigan 
Flight Museum Historic Presentation 
Night is at 7:30 p.m. with “Lake Huron 
Red Tails.” Doors open at 6:30 p.m. at 
47884 D Street, Belleville. State Maritime 
Archaeologist Wayne R. Lusardi presents 
the story of Tuskegee Airman Lt. Frank H. 
Moody, who was killed on April 11, 1944, 
when his Bell-P39Q Airacobra crashed 
into lower Lake Huron. Museum members 
enter free and non-members are $10 per 
person. (734) 483-4030

Pat Dyer of Van Buren 
Twp. named to Albion 
College Dean’s List
   ALBION, MI -- Van Buren Township 
student Pat Dyer was named to the Albion 
College Dean’s List for the Fall 2025 
semester.
   Albion College’s Dean’s List recognizes 
students who achieve a 3.5 or higher GPA 
while taking four graded courses.
   Dyer is a first-year student at Albion 
College with a concentration in the Carl 
A. Gerstacker Institute for Business and 
Management. Dyer is a resident of Van 
Buren Township and is a graduate of Father 
Gabriel Richard High School.

To build a better world,
start in your own community

Northern Michigan 
Univ. announces B.S. 
degree, dean’s list names
   Northern Michigan University announces 
that Claudia Shuler of Belleville satisfied 
her degree requirements for a Bachelor 
of Science degree in Clinical Laboratory 
Science in December 2025.
   NMU also announced the following 
local students have qualified for the Fall 
Semester 2025 Dean’s List.
   Amelia Metzcus of Belleville qualified 
with a 4.00 grade point average.
   Qualified with grade point averages 
of 3.50-3.99 are Meara Kronsperger of 
Belleville and Alison Bank and Nate 
Kasperek of Van Buren Township.

One Call Does It All...
...At The Independent

734-699-9020
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For Classified Advertising, Display Advertising or 
News Tips. One call does it all: 734-699-9020

The Belleville-Area Independent

$3 OFF
Total Purchase
of $15 or more

With this coupon. Cannot combine with
any other offers or promotions.

1 coupon per customer. Exp. 2/28/26

$5 OFF
Total Purchase
of $25 or more

With this coupon. Cannot combine with
any other offers or promotions.

1 coupon per customer. Exp. 2/28/26

$7 OFF
Total Purchase
of $40 or more

With this coupon. Cannot combine with
any other offers or promotions.

1 coupon per customer. Exp. 2/28/26

20% OFF
Any

Lunch Orders

With this coupon. Cannot combine with
any other offers or promotions.

1 coupon per customer. Exp. 2/28/26

Valid
10am to 2 pm

 Call Milton's at 734-391-0190

Tell us you want to transfer to
Milton's

Done, we do the rest!

Old Pharmacy

Transfer to Milton's TODAY

The Pharmacy

on Main St

that's here to

stay!

248 Main St 
Belleville, MI 48111

Midwest Auto Auction
PUBLIC AUCTION Friday, Feb 20th 10 AM

Municipal Police/ Fire/ General Service Vehicles, Trucks, Trailers, Cars, SUV,
Commercial Lawn and Snow Equipment, Bank Sale, Consignments, Estates

14666 Telegraph Rd, Redford Michigan14666 Telegraph Rd, Redford Michigan
(313)-538-2100 (313)-538-2100 Midwestautoauction.comMidwestautoauction.com

Check us out on FacebookCheck us out on Facebook

Deals
On Wheels!

Gordon and Ann Runyon will celebrate their 75th wedding anniversary on Feb. 13, 2026. 
The Runyons have lived on the South I-94 Service Drive in Van Buren Township for 
more than 70 years. Their family celebrates this milestone.
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Trinity Episcopal
Church

11575 Belleville Road
Belleville, MI 48111

ALL ARE WELCOME

Sunday Eucharist at 
10:00am

Wednesday Eucharist at 
5:45pm

   On Jan. 30, State Senator Darrin 
Camilleri, D-Trenton, issued the following 
statement in response to the Michigan 
Department of Environment, Great Lakes, 
and Energy’s (EGLE) Jan. 29 decision to 
grant a renewed hazardous waste operating 
license to Wayne Disposal, Inc., located off 
I-94 in Van Buren Township.
   The decision authorizes an additional 
5 million cubic yards of capacity, 
and continued disposal of hazardous 
waste, certain radiological materials, 
polychlorinated biphenyls (PCBs), and 
certain low-level radiological waste.
   “EGLE’s approval of an expanded 
hazardous waste license for Wayne 
Disposal is a deeply disappointing decision 

Sen. Camilleri condemns EGLE’s approval of hazardous waste in VBT
that puts the health and safety of our 
Western Wayne communities at risk,” said 
Sen. Camilleri.
   “Residents have voiced clear and sustained 
concerns about the environmental and 
public health implications of hazardous 
waste disposal within densely populated 
communities in Wayne County.
   “I introduced Senate Bills 246 and 247 
and Senate Democrats passed these bills, 
specifically to prevent these kinds of 
expansions. This approval sends the wrong 
message: the corporate interests outweigh 

the opposition of local government, the 
concerns of local residents, and the general 
public good.
   “Local mayors have been sounding 
the alarm on this for the past two years, 
coming to the State Capitol multiple times 
to testify in support of my legislation. 
Frankly, the local community feels ignored 
and insulted, and so do I,” Sen. Camilleri 
continued.
   “Instead of heeding these legitimate 
concerns, the department has moved 
forward with a decision that doubles down 

on the status quo – leaving my district as 
one of the top destinations for out-of-state 
hazardous waste. This is the not the kind 
of economic development we want in our 
communities.”
   Sen. Camilleri reaffirmed his long-
standing support for statewide hazardous 
waste reform legislation and his 
commitment to seeing SB 246 and SB 247 
passed into law.”
   Sen. Camilleri’s District 4 includes the 
cities of Belleville and Romulus, and the 
townships of Van Buren and Sumpter.

Flight Museum features 
speaker on ‘Lake Huron 
Red Tails’ air crash
   During Michigan Flight Museum’s 
Historic Presentation Night, State Maritime 
Archaeologist Wayne R. Lusardi will 
present the story of Tuskegee Airman Lt. 
Frank H. Moody, who was killed on April 
11, 1944, when his Bell P-39Q Airacobra 
crashed into lower Lake Huron.
   The presentation will be at 7:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday, March 4, with doors opening 
at 6:30 p.m.
   After the aircraft was discovered in 2014, 
Michigan issued a recovery permit that 
allowed a coordinated effort to document, 
recover, and conserve the wreck.
   Lusardi, who has led expeditions to the 
site for over a decade, will share the history 
of World War II training over the Great 
Lakes, the details of the accident, and the 
ongoing work to preserve this important 
piece of history while honoring the courage 
and sacrifice of the Tuskegee Airmen.
   The museum is at 47884 D Street, 
Belleville. Museum members enter free 
with registration. Non-members are $10 
per person. (734) 483-4030
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The Belleville-Area
Independent Website
is Online! Visit us @ 

bellevilleareaindependent.com

READ THE
NEWSPAPER ONLINE!

Specializing in large and HazardouS removalS

PROFESSIONAL
TREE SERVICE
24 Hr. EmErgEncy SErvicE
TrEE Trimming & rEmoval

STump & SHrubbEry rEmoval
cranE SErvicE  ••   FirEwood

Fully inSurEd  ••   FrEE ESTimaTES
SEnior ciTizEn diScounT

EMERGENCIES & 
BELLEVILLE AREA

Call Joe (734) 664-9285
10% OFF MENTION AD
Call Tom (734) 864-2243

we’re open monday–Friday, 8am-6pm

ANIMAL MEDICAL CENTER of VAN BUREN
Scott Driscoll, DVM                    Keri Dasher, DVM

491 Sumpter Road, Belleville, MI 48111
734-699-6510

www.amcvanburen.com

Schedule Your Appointment Today!

              

MEET SCARLETT -
A GENTLE SOUL WITH A 

HAPPY HEART!

Scarlett is a beautiful 2-year-old 
Great Pyrenees mix who has truly 
come into her own since arriving 
at FMAR. She came to us after it 
was clear that the busy energy of 
a very young child was more than 
she was comfortable with, and 
since then she has blossomed in 
the calm, supportive environment 
of our staff and volunteers.
Scarlett bonds deeply with 
her people and is affectionate, 
attentive, and eager to connect. 
She is fully potty trained, knows 
basic commands like “sit,” and 
walks nicely on leash. True to her 
Pyrenees roots, Scarlett loves 
spending time outside and soaking 
in the world around her. When it 
comes to playtime, Scarlett has her 
own style. She enjoys tennis balls, 
but instead of traditional fetch, she 
prefers a game of keep-away or 
entertaining herself nearby. Her 
big, happy smile and constantly 
wagging tail make it clear she’s 
enjoying every moment.
Scarlett has shown interest in 
interacting with calmer, lower-
energy dogs, though we are 
still learning more about her 
preferences. She would likely do 
best in a home that understands 
her gentle nature and can offer a 
balanced, peaceful environment 
where she can continue to thrive. 
Scarlett is a sweet, joyful girl who is 
ready for a home that appreciates 
her for exactly who she is.

Friends of Michigan
Animals Rescue
51299 Arkona Road
Belleville, MI 48111
734-461-9458

www.friendsofmichigan.orgwww.friendsofmichigan.org

SCARLETT

ORPHANORPHAN
OF THEOF THE

WEEKWEEK

State Rep. Reggie Miller 
speaks out against 
EGLE landfill expansion
   The Department of Environment, Great 
Lakes and Energy (EGLE) issued a permit 
to approve the expansion of the Wayne 
Disposal, Inc. hazardous waste landfill in 
Van Buren Township on Jan. 29 “marking 
a stark disregard for the concerns of 
residents, environmental experts, and 
local leaders who have long advocated to 
keep the waste out of their backyards and 
waterways,” said State Representative 
Reggie Miller.
   Rep. Miller, D-Van Buren Township, 
said she has rallied resident voices at 
public hearings and in the legislature to 
make it clear that Michigan is nobody’s 
dumping ground. She issued the following 
statement:
   “I am extremely disappointed in EGLE’s 
decision to brush past the public concerns 
and critical advocacy of residents who have 
made it abundantly clear: the people of 
Wayne County do not want this expansion.
   “This decision affects the health 
and safety of 350,000 people within 
a 10-mile radius of Wayne Disposal. 
Residents are well aware of the history 
of violations made by Wayne Disposal’s 
parent company, Republic Services, who 
requested the permit to expand. They’ve 
also been very loud and clear about their 
concerns regarding the site’s acceptance 
of radioactive waste, PCBs and PFAs 
chemicals.
   “People’s health should never come 
second to corporate greed. But that is 
exactly what this permit tells the families 
of Wayne County. I will continue to push 
legislation that would responsibly regulate 
radioactive wast in Michigan and fight 
against future corporate threats to public 
health.
   “I will continue to advocate for public 
health over corporate interests and amplify 
the voices of our residents,” Rep. Miller 
concluded.
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TREE SERVICE INC.TREE SERVICE INC.

10% OFF
ON ANY TREE REMOVAL OVER ON ANY TREE REMOVAL OVER $300$300

With this coupon With this coupon 
Must present coupon at time of estimate.Must present coupon at time of estimate.

••  24-Hour Emergency Service  • •  Tree Removal  • •  Trimming 
••  Lot Clearing  ••  Pruning & Thinning  •• Stump Grinding 

• •  Root Grinding  ••  Brush Removal

(734) 753-5800(734) 753-5800 Emergency (734) 915-6899Emergency (734) 915-6899

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCEOVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Fully InsuredFully Insured

We Work with Insurance 
Companies.

Free Estimates 
Senior Discounts

www.TNTTREE.com

Accurate Dental Denture Inc.
“Serving the Belleville and Van Buren community for

over 20 years with quality and caring service.”

CROWNS  •  ROOT CANALS  •  EXTRACTIONS  •  FILLINGS
WHITENING  •  BONDING  •  DENTURES (SOFT & FLEXIBLE)

734-697-5477
781 Sumpter Rd. Belleville

(In Belle Plaza)

COMPLETE DENTURE or PARTIAL
WITH COUPON

$54900

HEALTHY KIDS DENTAL
Accepting Blue Cross Complete,

Molina, Wellcare, Meridian & 
Medicaid!

EACH

Call
For

Details

SAME DAY DENTURE REPAIRS
Immediate Dentures and

Flippers Available.

Quality Dentures at
Affordable Prices!

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

NEW PATIENT
SPECIAL

$4999 Includes
Exam, Cleaning

& X-Rays
WITH

COUPON 

Telling Your Stories, Finding Your
Roots: African American Genealogy 

If It’s Free, It’s For Me

Apr 25

Feb 21

Mar 21

Road Trip Tips

Genealogy Series

Saturdays at 2 pm

Independent photo by James Otzman
Tractor Supply Co. is under construction at the southeast corner of Sumpter and Hull 
roads in Van Buren Township. They just put up their sign and a spring opening is expected.
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Musings
By Janet Millard

Independent
Advertising Director

TREE SERVICE INC.TREE SERVICE INC.

10% OFF
ON ANY TREE REMOVAL OVER ON ANY TREE REMOVAL OVER $300$300

With this coupon With this coupon 
Must present coupon at time of estimate.Must present coupon at time of estimate.

••  24-Hour Emergency Service  • •  Tree Removal  • •  Trimming 
••  Lot Clearing  ••  Pruning & Thinning  •• Stump Grinding 

• •  Root Grinding  ••  Brush Removal

(734) 753-5800(734) 753-5800 Emergency (734) 915-6899Emergency (734) 915-6899

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCEOVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Fully InsuredFully Insured

We Work with Insurance 
Companies.

Free Estimates 
Senior Discounts

www.TNTTREE.com

Sumpter Township
2025 Employee Wages & Cost to Township

Name                    Wages        Total Compensation
Armatis, Karen         $159.84               $171.17
Armstrong, Sandra        $300.00               $322.95
Armstrong, Timothy   $14,247.55          $14,660.73
Balowski, Joseph                $110,839.45         $140,396.11
Barnes, Judy         $284.00               $305.73
Beaudrie, Maria         $300.00               $322.95
Behrendt, David      $3,111.69             $3,201.93
Behrendt, Wyatt    $28,028.10          $30,172.25
Blackburn, Brian      $5,895.95            $6,066.92
Bowman, Deborah        $171.00               $184.08
Bowman, Timothy   $43,515.44          $44,777.36
Bozzo, Nancy         $148.00                $159.33
Brohl, Michael      $5,685.01            $5,849.88
Brown, Richard    $71,611.55          $87,338.34
Brown-Harris, Kirsten        $333.00               $358.48
Burdick, Anthony    $59,442.32          $70,691.28
Campbell, Erica    $69,137.88           $84,668.62
Campbell, Julie    $66,166.69           $81,055.61
Chatman, Samantha          $16.00    $17.22
Cleveland-Evans, Mary        $301.75               $324.84
Combs, Benjamin     $4,005.35            $4,121.49
Criscenti, Gino    $96,205.21        $121,800.31
Degiorgio, Julianna        $301.75               $324.84
Devos, Barton               $103,664.78         $131,450.91
Dufresne, Susan    $65,736.90          $73,887.26
Egerer, Elizabeth    $50,366.88           $63,570.50
Frazier, James    $26,715.38            $27,490.08
Gannon, Patrick               $132,086.80         $141,818.27
Gibson, Kevin    $86,512.12         $109,704.07
Gochette, Jaylah-Marie        $256.00                $275.58
Goode, Jamie    $79,382.19           $81,684.30
Gottschalk, Colleen   $94,587.95         $119,769.69
Gregory, Peter    $67,791.54            $76,069.70
Hadyniak, Dawn      $7,699.29            $8,653.23
Hall, Acheenia    $57,829.43           $64,703.25
Hammons, Nelson   $95,641.09         $121,046.88
Harris, Ashley    $57,660.38           $64,698.64
Herman, Samantha   $73,985.16           $90,676.38
Herrick, Christopher   $82,694.37          $104,227.48
Honey, John    $26,715.38            $27,490.08
Hudson, Sean               $113,363.97         $144,292.00
Hurst, Emily         $140.00                $150.71
Hurst, James           $91.43    $94.09
Ingle, Sonya    $15,293.52           $15,737.06
Jackson, Joseph      $7,353.74             $7,567.00
Jackson, Joseph           $25.00    $26.91
Johnson, Nicholas   $88,937.51          $113,218.37
Kendrick, Cynthia        $276.00                 $297.11
Krushlin, John               $103,461.34         $116,302.55
Krushlin, John    $10,735.21           $11,046.52
Laporte, Donald    $35,115.37            $36,133.72
Laporte, Donald      $1,438.05             $1,479.74

Linville, John    $87,092.56          $98,079.71
Long, Eric      $3,518.56            $3,620.59
Luke, Eric               $145,255.52        $155,989.93
Lynch, Randy    $21,978.87          $24,657.21
Marten, Kenneth    $63,565.70          $77,916.43
Massel, Aaron         $337.50               $363.32
Massel, Gabriella    $42,265.08          $46,395.23
Massel, Jennifer           $16.00                 $17.22
Mccall, Shauna      $3,999.25            $4,115.22
Mchenry, Michael   $18,700.61          $19,242.94
Mclendon, Larence   $89,669.53        $113,329.69
Mistretta, Jeremy    $19,066.25          $21,395.06
Nogle, Debbie    $74,958.42          $91,273.26
Oddy, Matthew    $26,890.38           $27,744.19
Paquette, Malissa    $98,798.74         $110,951.37
Patterson, Bartley    $35,115.37          $36,133.72
Perdue, Alexis         $272.00               $292.80
Pinter, Theresa         $161.50               $173.85
Pokerwinski, Richard        $125.00               $134.56
Riggs-Webb, Darlene        $284.00                $305.73
Robertson, Rachel   $73,158.46          $82,324.67
Robertson, Rachel     $4,757.24             $4,895.19
Rodriguez, Jesiah    $89,999.78         $114,375.05
Rose, Christopher   $88,934.36         $112,990.86
Rush, Timothy    $26,715.38           $27,490.09
Rush, Timothy      $8,405.54             $9,139.26
Salajan, George               $105,764.93          $133,804.95
Scott, Kevin    $16,693.34          $18,680.26
Scott, Kevin         $314.16               $338.20
Sliwa, Richard    $12,373.92          $12,553.34
Stalmack, Jane         $245.00               $263.74
Steffani, Brian               $121,420.32        $153,351.12
Steigerwald, Kathleen          $50.00    $53.83
Stewart, Donna         $256.00                $275.58
Tabor, Ronald    $67,230.74          $82,407.42
Teall, Helen         $300.00               $322.95
Thompson, Roderick   $21,824.39          $23,493.95
Thompson, Walter     $7,116.45            $7,322.83
Toney, Kenneth    $98,341.34        $123,491.17
Turnbull, Denise         $284.00               $305.73
Vanassche, Nicole        $100.00               $107.65
Warren, Vincent         $100.00               $107.65
Watson, Daniel         $384.00               $413.38
Watson, Maryann    $65,167.74          $73,402.32
Wilson De Medina, Christine       $319.50               $343.94
Winter, Anna    $59,540.23          $67,007.60
Wisniewski, Michael   $48,790.40          $50,205.32
Wisniewski Jr., Michael   $10,591.29          $11,401.52
Woodington, Karen   $61,524.70          $69,255.76

2024 TOTAL $4,971,601.30
2025 TOTAL $4,463,111.86

Difference - $508,489.44

2025 employee total wages & cost to township had appoximately 10.23% decrease since 
2024.

Benefits include FICA and may include health care, dental, life insurance and pensions.

   It is almost time for the Annual BHS Band 
Boosters’ Spaghetti Dinner featuring the 
BHS Jazz Band. It seems early this year 
on Saturday, Feb. 28, from 5 to 8 p.m. in 
the Commons (cafeteria). It is only $15 per 
person with carry-out available. You can get 
your tickets at the door so just note the date 
on your calendar.

***

   The Lions Club International has 
scheduled another meeting in its attempt 
to get a Lion’s Club started for Belleville, 
Sumpter and Van Buren. They will be at 
Van Buren Township Hall on Tyler Road 
on Wednesday, Feb. 18 at 4 p.m. There will 
even be light refreshments so if you are 
interested in learning more about this most 
worthy club, please attend.

***
   Saturday is the annual Polar Plunge at the 
BYC. I’m going to assume that you don’t 
plan on dressing funny and jumping into the 
frozen lake; however, it is always great fun 
to go and watch the brave souls take a dive 
into Belleville Lake for Special Olympics. 

Hope many of you are planning on attending 
and supporting this annual fundraiser. 

***
   Just noticed that Van Buren Area Little 
League is holding an open registration and 
softball fitting on Friday, Feb. 20 from 6 
until 8:30 p.m. at Open Arms Lutheran 
Church, 7865 Belleville Rd. It’s for ages 
from 4 through 14 for T-ball, baseball and 
softball.

***
   Because we have a lot of residents with 
short memories and in addition lots of 
new residents, let me tell you about Trojan 
Dry Cleaners. Trojan had a building on 
Main Street for many years and then they 

had a fire. People were bad about picking 
up their dry cleaning and, of course, they 
lost everything! I have been in Country 
Cleaners on Main and it looks just like 
Trojan did, lots and lots of clothing that 
hasn’t been picked up. I haven’t been in 
the dry cleaners in Belleville Square but it 
probably looks about the same. So people, 
do better and pick up your dry cleaning! 
Not just because something could happen 
to them but businesses need money to stay 
open.  We don’t need any empty stores,

***
   Do you have an item you would like to see 
in this column? Call Janet Millard at (734) 
699-9020.
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“You have to learn the rules of the 
game. And then you have to play better 

than anyone else. ”
– Albert Einstein

The Belleville-Area
Independent Website
is Online! Visit us @ 

bellevilleareaindependent.com

READ THE
NEWSPAPER ONLINE!

ADVANCED H & W
PAYING CASH
Buying Junk Cars & 
Trucks. Free 7 Day 

Pick Up. Call Today!
(734) 223-5581
(517) 605-6388

WANTED

We Work
Monday – Saturday.

734-368-5088
734-545-5195

D.K. JUNK CAR
BUYERS

PAY CASH

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

000000
CDL DRIVER NEEDED

Immediate Position. 
Local Driving, Home 

Every Night.
Kovalak Excavating 

Company
Call 734-645-0100

HELP WANTED

Local Excavating Company
has a position for

BACKHOE & ALL SMALL 
EXCAVATING EQUIPMENT

Prior Experience Necessary.
Also need a LABORER.

Kovalak Excavating 
Company

Call (734) 461-6838
  or  (734) 645-0100

000000

FOR SALE

SERVICES

A&L SERVICES
Home Improvement & 

Handyman Service
Painting, Drywall, Carpentry, 

Electrical, Plumbing,
Ceramic Tile, Kitchens & Bath.
Serving Belleville Since 

1995. Call Aaron Schultz 
@ 734-740-0628

Notice to Advertisers:
The Belleville-Area Independent will not be liable 
for failure to publish an ad as requested or for more 
than one incorrect insertion of an advertisement. 
In the event of any error or omission in printing or 
publication of an advertisement, you must notify 
us within five days of publication or on the date of 
insertion, if an ad is scheduled as part of a package, 
so there is time to correct subsequent publications. 
The Independent’s liability shall be limited to an   
adjustment for the cost of the space occupied by the 
error with a maximum liability being cancellation 
of the cost of the first incorrect advertisement or 
republication of the corrected advertisement. Under 
no circumstances shall the Independent be liable for 
consequential damages of any kind.

Notice to Advertisers – 
private gun sales:

It is the responsibility of both the classified seller 
and buyer to ensure they understand all laws 
applicable to private gun sales in Michigan. The 
Belleville-Area Independent is not responsible 
for the legal compliance of classified buyers 
and sellers.

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE:
   All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair      
Housing Act which makes it illegal to 
advertise "any preference, limitation 
or discrimination based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin, or an intention, to 
make any such preference, limitation 
or discrimination." Familial status 
includes children under the age of 18 
living with parents or legal custodians, 
pregnant women and people securing 
custody of children under 18.
   This newspaper will not knowingly 
accept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. 
The toll-free telephone number for the 
hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

AUCTION

PUBLIC AUCTION
U-Lock-It Self Storage LLC

6130 Rawsonville Rd., Belleville, MI 48111
(734) 482-1502

Notice is hereby given that on 2/18/26 at 
12:00 P.M. thru 2/25/26 at 12:00 P.M.

contents of the following storage unit(s)
will be sold online at:

Bid13.com
SPACE #G18, Tracy Robertson; #F57, 
Michael Davis; # F41, Litrece Walker

Unit(s) may or may not include the 
following: household items, recreational 
items, appliances, furniture, seasonal 
decorations, and tools.
Publish: Feb. 5 & Feb. 12, 2026

MOBILE HOME FOR SALE

FOUND

HEAVY DUTY MAXIMA 
SCOOTER new batteries, runs good. 
(734) 383-0708. $2,500            02/26

------------
COMPLETE P.A. SYSTEM-Peavy 
MD-8 mixer. MBT power strip, feedback 
destroyer pro, QSC Rmx 2450 power amp. 
Peavy 8.5c 1100 power amp. 3-way Peavy 
speakers with stands and Anvil Cases. 
$1,000. (734) 730-9908                   02/26

------------
MICHIGAN MEMORIAL – 2 grave sites 
for sale. Catholic section 540, Block 23. 
(734) 699-4048                                02/12

------------
FRENCHIES, YORKIES, TEDDY 
BEAR & Cockapoos. Vet checked, 
happy puppies, $599 & up. View 
available pups at Petcitypets.com 
Ypsilanti. (734) 487-0800 Come see the 
difference.                                                  02/12

------------
WESTERN SNOWPLOW- 7 ½’. 
$500 OBO. (734) 417-3233             02/19

------------
FOOD GRADE BARRELS Plastic 
&- metal.  Inventory & pictures at 
www.mattsbarrels.com, call or text
(734) 474-5981. Located in Willis.   03/12

------------
FENCE BOARDS 2 x 6 and 2 x 8, 
reasonable. (734) 461-1414 HAY, 
round bails (708) 646-7595           06/04

------------

1974 3 BEDROOM, 1 ½ bath in Belleville 
Manor. All appliances included. Carport 
& deck. 210 Sugarbush. $29,000 
(313) 346-2376                           02/19

------------

BASEBALLS FOUND, Sumpter & Bemis 
Rds. Call (734) 787-9702                     02/19

------------

------------
COMMERCIAL CLEANING POSITION 
in Canton.  Flexible hours & 7 days/
week. Mon-Thurs. 9pm-12. Fri-Sun. 6pm-
9pm. Offers competitive pay & a pleasant 
work environment. (734) 673-2364 
or rdunn08@yahoo.com                02/19

------------

------------
CASH PAID for sports cards & comic 
books. Prefer 50’s, 60’s, & 70’s. 
Private collector, can come to you. 
(734) 697-3546                         01/15/28

------------
WANTED TO BUY – Standing timber. 
Sawmill office. (517) 254-4463     04/02

------------
WANTED – ANY SIZE MEN’S JEANS 
for the homeless. Please drop off at 
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Drive. 
(734) 697-5600                        TFN

------------
WANTED – SMALL CONTAINERS 
of shampoo, toothpaste, etc. to take 
to homeless in Detroit. Drop off at 
Bladez’s. 601 E. Huron River Dr. 
(734) 697-5600                         TFN

------------

------------
INTERIOR / EXTERIOR 
MAINTENANCE. Painting, roof leaks, 
cleaning & gutter repairs, landscape 
maintenance, and power washing. 
(734) 796-3628                          02/12

------------
A-1 QUALITY MOBILE HOME 
SERVICE. Licensed over 50 yrs. Seniors, 
Veterans, 1st Responders & Educators 
10% off. (734) 397-2615            12/31/26

------------
LARRY’S HANDYMAN SERVICE.
No job too small. Interior/exterior painting, 
wallpaper, plumbing, powerwashing 
& carpentry. (618) 267-7774          04/03

------------

Sen. Camilleri responds 
to rumored Romulus 
ICE detention center
   Following reports that a Romulus 
warehouse facility could be converted 
into an ICE detention center, state Sen. 
Darrin Camilleri, D-Trenton, offered the 
following statement:
   “Since these reports have begun to 
circulate, I’ve stayed in conversation with 
the City of Romulus, our members of 
Congress, and other elected leaders about 
the possibility of an ICE detention facility 
coming to our community.
   “I want to emphasize that based on 
my conversations, there is no concrete 
evidence at this time of any facility in 
Romulus being used or developed into a 
detainment center.
   “But let me be clear, Romulus and our 
surrounding communities do not want 
to see our neighbors detained and held 
unlawfully, whether it be in my district or 
anywhere else, and we will fight back with 
every tool at our disposal to stop it.
   “The inhumane and criminal behavior 
of this agency should not be allowed to 
continue to inflict terror on immigrants, let 
alone doing so in our community.”
   Sen. Camilleri’s District 4 includes the 
city of Belleville, Van Buren Township, 
and Sumpter Township.
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000000
CDL DRIVER NEEDED

Immediate Position. 
Local Driving, Home 

Every Night.
Kovalak Excavating 

Company
Call 734-645-0100

City of Belleville 2025
Employee Wages & Cost to City

                    Total    Total
Employee Name            Wages               Benefits           Compensation
City Council  
   K. Voigt         $1,500.00  $114.75     $1,614.75
   R. Priest         $1,000.00    $76.50     $1,076.50
   K. Bates         $1,000.00    $76.50     $1,076.50
   J. Beebe         $1,000.00    $76.50     $1,076.50
   J. Kissel         $1,000.00    $76.50     $1,076.50
City Manager
   S. Jones       $76,730.78           $15,752.08   $92,482.86
   J. Smith       $73,944.70           $16,042.88   $89,987.58 
Clerk/Treasurer
   B. Papin       $75,000.12           $16,062.88   $91,063.00
Account Clerks
   M. Bellingham       $68,806.98             $8,791.43   $77,598.41
   C. Wynne       $48,630.12             $9,084.86   $57,714.98
   T. Hammons       $59,094.28           $31,655.71   $90,749.99
Department of Public Services
   R. Rutherford       $57,379.42           $12,223.89   $69,603.31
   N. Fogle       $42,949.07             $8,918.54   $51,867.61
   N. Johnson         $7,788.60                $595.83     $8,384.43
   S. Daggett         $2,531.25                $193.64     $2,724.89
   M. Hoag       $20,133.42             $4,020.56   $24,153.98
   J. Hayter       $78,245.08           $24,767.49               $103,012.57
   B. Ladouceur         $9,100.00                $696.15     $9,796.15
   K. Sattler         $2,037.50                $155.87     $2,193.37
   C. Jackson       $33,223.63             $9,786.73   $43,010.36
   D. Huby       $64,618.62           $32,347.27   $96,965.89
   M. Frierson       $74,933.36             $6,385.80   $81,319.16
   P. Levesque       $12,550.00                $960.08   $13,510.08
   C. Dyer Jr.       $24,655.00             $1,886.11   $26,541.11
Police Officers
   C. Adam       $96,511.31           $24,089.43              $120,600.74
   K.Faull - Schlund      $95,780.04           $66,310.67              $162,090.71
   B. Devos         $2,640.00                $201.96     $2,841.96
   T.Schrecengost       $89,076.47           $75,086.53              $164,163.00
   M.VanDeweghe      $95,388.37           $51,557.34               $146,945.71
   T. Stewart       $94,184.60           $12,397.36              $106,581.96
   C. Brooks       $95,542.70           $11,740.98               $107,283.68
   H. Holcomb       $33,854.57             $4,978.36                 $38,832.93
   M. Boudreau       $26,616.84             $4,697.75    $31,314.59
   J. Wickham       $94,876.28           $67,988.97               $162,865.25
   J. Gueli       $78,755.46             $9,350.11                 $88,105.57
   M. Pearl       $98,243.96           $30,465.77               $128,709.73
   K. Doe       $60,063.93             $7,745.09   $67,809.02
   S. Maher       $63,567.77           $22,502.40   $86,070.17
Fire Department
   R. Gay          $6,505.80                $497.69     $7,003.49
   M. Harper         $2,561.78                $195.98     $2,757.76
   B. Loranger            $156.80                  $12.00        $168.80
   R. Landskroener        $8,470.57                $648.00     $9,118.57
   A. Reed         $5,667.30                $433.55     $6,100.85
   G. Kissel         $4,048.07                $309.68     $4,357.75
   J. Reed         $2,896.96                $221.62     $3,118.58
   A. Sherwood - Landskroener      $9,178.21                $702.13     $9,880.34
   R. Martin         $3,162.94                $241.96     $3,404.90
   I. Teachout         $9,728.40                $744.22   $10,472.62
   C. Zweng       $15,251.90             $1,166.77   $16,418.67
   M. Wisniewski         $5,529.02                $422.97     $5,951.99
   A. Kingsley         $4,223.77                $323.12     $4,546.89
   J. Anderson       $10,435.12                $798.29   $11,233.41

2024 TOTAL  $2,235,317.55 
2025 TOTAL  $2,547,350.10

Difference + $312,032.55
2025 employee total wages & cost to city had approximately a 13.96% increase since 
2024.

For Classified Advertising, Display Advertising or News Tips.
One call does it all: 734-699-9020
The Belleville-Area Independent

By Bob Doane, Belleville
   In 1833, Van Buren Township along 
with Romulus, Sumpter Township, and 
the present Huron Township were all one 
township in the territory of Michigan, 
known as Huron Township in Wayne 
County.
   The same year, 1833, David Dalrymple, 
a farmer living in the Van Buren area of the 
original Huron Township, was a highway 
commissioner for Huron Township.
   Dalrymple received his land from the 
U.S. government in 1831. Other family 
members also settled in the Van Buren area 
of Huron Township.
   One brother, Adolphus Dalrymple, owned 
the farmland where Hillside Cemetery now 
is located, including other land eastward, 
and was also active in Huron Township 
government before Van Buren Township 
was separated from the old original Huron 
Township on April 6, 1835 and formed 
its own government. He continued to be 
active afterwards.
   David Dalrymple, shortly before his young 
death in 1833, along with Amariah Rawson 
and Abraham Soop, platted a parcel of land 
in 1832 for cemetery purposes and it later 
became known as the Soop Cemetery.
   David’s brother, Adolphus Dalrymple, 
married Fanny, sister of Amariah Rawson.

Jan. 4, 1996 Independent

Histories of local cemeteries 
researched by Belleville writer

   The grave of David Dalrymple and the 
Soop Cemetery predates the beginning and 
existence of Van Buren Township by about 
two years and three years, respectively, and 
the cemetery, now known as Pleasantville 
Cemetery is the oldest in Van Buren 
Township. The cemetery still maintains its 
dignity also as the Soop Cemetery.
   The old cemetery and grave are located 
slightly over 1-1/2 mile on old Denton 
Road west of Belleville’s Main Street 
intersection with Denton Road.
   For another route to the cemetery, one 
can travel west on the South Service Drive 
from Belleville Road to old Denton Road 
and turn left.

David Dalrymple
Died

September 26, 1833
Age

27 years and 6 months
For the information for this article, I 
relied on: Census records, DAR cemetery 
records, DSGR publications, cemetery 
records, History of Van Buren Township by 
S. Robb, and Huron Township records.

Editor’s Note: The late Bob Doane 
enjoyed researching the history of this area 
and sharing his findings with the readers of 
the Independent.

By Bob Doane, Belleville
   Two cemeteries were platted out the same 
year, 1832, in the area that three years later 
was to become Van Buren Township in 
1835.
   These two were the Soop (now called 
Pleasantville) and the Tyler cemeteries.
   At the time, Van Buren Township was 
part of the original Huron Township, 
Wayne County, Territory of Michigan, 
before it was later divided into one of four 
separate townships (see accompanying 
article) three years later on April 6, 1835.
   The cemetery for this article is known as 
the Tyler Cemetery and is on Tyler Road 
east of Belleville Road, between Haggerty 
and Hannan roads.
   Tyler Road earlier was known as Tyler 
Street.
   A small, infant child was buried earlier 
the same year, 1832, on family property 
before the cemetery was platted for 
burial grounds, although Soop Cemetery 
is recognized as the oldest of the two 
cemeteries in the township and both also 
prior to Van Buren’s existence.
   Tyler Street (Road) Cemetery:

Jan. 4, 1996 Independent

Van Buren Township’s oldest 
known grave is in Tyler Cemetery

Sally D. French
Age 7 months and 23 days old

Born Wednesday, July 20, 1831
Died Tuesday, March 12, 1832

   Some of the above is not printed on the 
stone.
   Daughter of John and Mercy French, she 
was a granddaughter of Benjamin French.
   Being involved in genealogy (tracing 
family histories) since 1967 and my 
interest in state and local history, among 
others, I have been working on the Hillside 
(Belleville) Cemetery and I thought about 
who might be the first to be buried in Van 
Buren Township, which Belleville was 
once a part of.
   I had problems with different references 
giving differ dates for Sally D. French.
   I relied on two sources which I put trust 
in and my style of reading faded headstone 
inscriptions and came to the conclusion of 
her death year 1832, and thus the oldest 
grave.
   Her headstone is now broken into two 
parts. Perhaps, someone or a group will 
mend it together and preserve it as the 
oldest burial at Tyler Cemetery and Van 
Buren Township.
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Van Buren Public Schools Public Notice
ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID

 
VAN BUREN PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID  
 

Van Buren Public Schools will receive sealed bid proposals until 2:00 p.m. on 
February 19, 2026, for Bid Package #1 McBride Middle School HVAC 
Renovation. Bids will be opened and publicly read aloud immediately 
following the deadline for submission. Van Buren Public Schools will not 
consider or accept a bid received after the date and time specified for the bid 
submission. 
 

Bid documents may be viewed and downloaded at:  
https://app.buildingconnected.com/public/5565f9b93ad9f70800b26d32 
 

After you create your free Building Connected account and join the project, 
all bids and questions must be submitted electronically at: 
https://www.buildingconnected.com/ 
 

A non-mandatory pre-bid conference will be held on February 9, 2026 at 
10:00 a.m. via a Microsoft Teams Meeting online at https://tinyurl.com/VBPS-
McBride-PreBid and/or call in +1 734-887-6326 Conference ID: 507381713# 
 

A Bid Security executed by a U.S. Treasury listed Surety Company acceptable 
to the Owner or a cashier’s check in the amount of at least five percent (5%) of 
the bid must be included along with a statement disclosing any familial 
relationship that exists between the owner or any employee of the bidder and 
any member of the board, board of directors, or the superintendent of the 
School District.  An Iran Disclosure Statement must also be included along with 
a Criminal Background Disclosure Affidavit and a Non-Collusive Affidavit. 
Accepted bidders may be required to furnish Performance and Payment Bonds 
in the amount of one hundred percent (100%) of the Contract Price. 
 

Documents will be available for viewing on February 2, 2026. Any questions, 
contact Molly Verla, Granger Construction Project Manager at: 
mverla@grangerconstruction.com 
 
Published: February 12, 2026 

 

The tentative ratios and the estimated multipliers for each class of real 
property and personal property for 2026 are as follows: 
   Commercial 46.81%  1.068 
   Industrial 46.53%  1.074 
   Residential 47.06%  1.062 
   Personal 50.00%  1.000 

City of Belleville Public Notice

Court Watching
Kurtis Allen Nofz
   Kurtis Allen Nofz, 61, of the city of 
Belleville was video-arraigned in custody 
at 34th District Court on Oct. 2 on a charge 
of malicious destruction of a building, from 
$1,000 to $20,000, on April 2 in Van Buren 
Township. The charge was authorized 
Sept. 11 and a warrant issued Sept. 12. 
The warrant was lifted at arraignment and 
personal bond set at $5,000.
   An in-person probable cause conference 
before Judge Oakley was set for Oct. 15 
and a live preliminary exam before Judge 
Oakley for Oct. 22.
   The defendant’s daughter told the court 
that the defendant will be at the University 
of Michigan Hospital beginning Oct. 
6 for a medical procedure and will be 
at the U of M for some time after the 
procedure. Judge Martin advised the 
defendant at the arraignment to provide 
proof of hospitalization for Judge Oakley’s 
consideration for a zoom appearance on 
Oct. 15.
   The defendant dropped off hospital 
paperwork for the court to review. A 
probable cause virtual conference was set 
for Oct. 29 and virtual preliminary exam 
on Nov. 5. On Oct. 29 the probable cause 
conference was held and another probable 
cause conference set for Nov. 19 so the 
attorney can seek diversion. The Nov. 5 
exam was removed from the calendar.

   On Nov. 19, the probable cause conference 
was set for Dec. 3 and the defendant may 
attend by zoom because of the medical 
issues. A preliminary exam was set for Jan. 
6, 2026 and the defendant should be out of 
the hospital by then.
   On Jan. 6, the defendant was there but 
the defense attorney Tyrone Bickerdt failed 
to appear. The exam was rescheduled for 
Jan. 13.
   On Jan. 13, the defendant said he wanted 
to remove his attorney and a new attorney 
was assigned. The exam was rescheduled 
for Jan. 27. At that time a probable cause 
conference was set Feb. 24 for his attorney.
arraignment on the information. At that 
time a calendar conference was set for Jan. 
12 and final conference for Feb. 20. Jury 
trial is April 14.
Jeremy Mark Watson
   Jeremy Mark Watson of Belleville is 
charged with two counts of operating 
while intoxicated – third offense on 
Jan. 28, 2024 in the city of Belleville. A 
warrant was issued and on June 6, 2025 
he hired an attorney and a probable cause 
conference was set for July 9. A probable 
cause conference was held Aug. 6 and a 
probable cause conference set for Aug. 27 
and then Sept. 8 and Sept. 17 and set again 
for Oct. 8 and then Oct. 22. He failed to 
appear and a warrant was issued on Oct. 
23 and canceled on Oct. 24. A probable 
cause conference was set for Nov. 19. On 
Oct. 28, the defendant was welcomed into 
DT court and will be under the probation 

module if the plea allows the charge to be 
reduced to a misdemeanor.
   On Nov. 19, a preliminary exam was set 
for Jan. 2. At that time he was bound over 
to circuit court for a Jan. 16 arraignment 
on the information. Disposition conference 
is Feb. 13.
Matthew Lee Hurst
   Matthew Lee Hurst of Van Buren 
Township was present for his remote 
pretrial on Oct. 29 on a charge of domestic 
violence on Oct. 13 in Van Buren Township. 
He had been video-arraigned in custody 
on Oct. 16. Personal bond is $1,000. The 
final pretrial was set for Nov. 19 and the 
complaining victim must appear. On Nov. 

19 it was learned the complaining victim 
did not wish to move forward and the 
charge was dismissed.
Robert Adam Lange
   Robert Adam Lange, 38, of Sumpter 
Township was video-arraigned in custody 
on Nov. 19 on a charge of carrying a 
concealed weapon on Nov. 17 in Sumpter 
Township. His probable cause conference 
was held Dec. 3 and a probable cause 
conference set for Dec. 17.  He retained 
an attorney and so his probable cause 
conference was adjourned to Dec. 22. At 
that time his preliminary exam was set for 
Jan. 13.

(continued on page 17)
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Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice

Court Watching
(continued from page 16)

   On Jan. 13, he pled guilty to a reduced 
charge of improper possession of a gun. He 
was sentenced to 18 months of probation 
and a fine of $500.
Lauren Francis Phillips
   Lauren Francis Phillips, 24, of Ypsilanti 
and formerly of Van Buren Township, is 
charged with two counts of assault with 
a dangerous weapon (felonious assault) 
and domestic violence on July 18 in Van 
Buren Township. She was video-arraigned 
in custody on July 18 and personal bond 
set at $5,000. She was due for a probable 

cause conference on Sept. 3, but she was 
in the hospital and the court got proof from 
Skyway Recovery. The probable cause 
conference was reset for Oct. 8, but the 
court got word that she had left the facility 
against medical and clinical advice. Her 
preliminary exam was set for Nov. 19 and 
she was bound over to circuit court for a 
Dec. 3 arraignment on the information. A 
calendar conference was set for Dec. 22. 
Final conference is Feb. 27 and jury trial 
is March 30. She is to have no contact with 
the protected party.
Van Buren Maroney III
   Van Buren Maroney III, 51, of Willis was 
arraigned in custody on Oct. 6 by Judge 
Martin for carrying a concealed weapon 

and driving while license suspended on 
Oct. 4 in Sumpter Township. His probable 
cause conference was set for Oct. 15 and 
his preliminary exam for Oct. 22. That 
was changed to Nov. 26. Personal bond is 
$5,000.
   On Nov. 26, he pled guilty to reduced 
charges of improper possession of a firearm 
and failure to show a valid license. He was 
fined $250 and put on a year of probation.
   On Oct. 6, he also was arraigned on a 
bench warrant on an operating while 
intoxicated charge from Sept. 9, 2019 in 
Van Buren Township. His jury trial had 
been delayed because of the COVID state 
of emergency. He was waiting for a new 
date and then failed to appear for a July 

21, 2022 pretrial. A bench warrant was 
issued. A pretrial was set for Oct. 16 and 
personal bond set at $5,000. The pretrial 
was adjourned to seek discovery.
   On Nov. 26, he pled guilty to reduced 
charges of improperly in possession of a 
gun and failure to display license and was 
fined $500 and put on probation.
Jeffrey Alan Kovl
   Jeffrey Alan Kovl, 38, formerly of Van 
Buren Township and now of Dearborn, 
had been charged with reckless use of a 
gun and gun possession while under the 
influence on June 16, 2024 in Van Buren 
Township. He pled guilty to the first charge 
and the second charge was dismissed.
   He was sentenced to 18 months probation 
and delayed sentencing so the charge 
will be dismissed if he makes all the all 
payments and there are no violations. 
Probation was to end Jan. 10, 2026.
   The court was informed of a new charge 
while he is on probation from his guilty 
plea. A case review had been set for Jan. 
12, 2026. A showcause hearing was set for 
Oct. 22, but he failed to appear and so a 
warrant was out for his arrest.
   On Nov. 4 he posted cash bond and the 
case was reopened. A show-cause hearing 
was held Nov. 26 and the defendant said 
the case had been deferred for 12 months, 
not 18 months. The court will listen to the 
recording of the sentencing.
Timery Ann Uebbing
   Timery Ann Uebbing of Van Buren 
Township was video-arraigned in custody 
on Dec. 2 on a charge of domestic violence 
on Nov. 30 in Van Buren Township. Her 
remote pretrial was set for Dec. 10 and 
personal bond is $5,000. She failed to 
appear and a warrant was issued. She was 
found to be in jail with Lincoln Park. Her 
show-cause arraignment was set for Jan. 
6 and she failed to appear. She is still in 
warrant status.
Steven Allen Bauer
   Steven Allen Bauer of Van Buren 
Township was video-arraigned in custody 
on Dec. 2 on a charge of assault with intent 
to do great bodily harm less than murder/
strangulation on Nov. 30 in Van Buren 
Township His probable cause conference 
was held Dec. 10 and his preliminary 
exam held Dec. 17. He was bound over 
to circuit court for a Jan. 7 arraignment 
on the information. Bond is $3,000/10%. 
Calendar conference was set for Jan. 15, 
reset to Jan. 16. Final conference is March 
6 and jury trial April 2.
Thomas Eugene Rastall
   Thomas Eugene Rastall of Ann Arbor was 
charged with retail fraud-1st degree on Aug. 
22, 2024 in Van Buren Township. He was 
noted to be a repeat offender. The charge 
was brought May 19, 2025. He missed his 
arraignment date and was found to be in 
the Macomb County Jail. His arraignment/
probable cause conference was set for Dec. 
3. He waived his exam and was bound over 
to circuit court for a Dec. 10 arraignment 
on the information, adjourned to Dec. 19. 
A plea of guilty was accepted on Dec. 19 
and sentencing set for Jan. 27. Total fine 
was $198 and local confinement in the 

(continued on page 19)
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Sumpter Township
Police Dispatch Log

Van Buren Township
Police Dispatch Log

Belleville Police
Dispatch Log

There were 295 dispatch calls reported by Van Buren 
Township police this week including the following.
Sunday, Feb 1:
   0313 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Independence Ln./N. I-94 Service Dr.
   0337 – welfare check, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   0346 – mental subject, Martinsville Rd.
   0810 – intrusion alarm, Rawsonville Rd.
   0909 – retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1119 – family trouble, Tyler Rd.
   1120 – assist fire dept., Peninsular Dr.
   1449 – parking complaint, Belleville Rd.
   xxxx – repossession, McKinley St.
   1655 – welfare check, Brandi Dr.
   1742 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd. / 
N. I-94 Service Dr.
   1836 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, N. 
Ponderosa Trl.
   2036 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Rawsonville Rd.
   2224 – misc. complaint, Tyler Rd.
   2227 – misc. complaint, Tyler Rd.       
Monday, Feb. 2:
   0011 – 911 welfare check, Oak Ln.
   0026 – misc. complaint, Tyler Rd.
   0129 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Belleville Rd.
   0443 – intrusion alarm, Belleville Rd.
   0459 – intrusion alarm, Morton Taylor Rd.
   0658 – intrusion alarm, Morton Taylor Rd.
   0701 – property damage accident, Rawsonville Rd.
   0714 – intrusion alarm, Van Born Rd.
   0738 – motorist assist, Rawsonville/S. Grove Rd.
   0806 – assist fire dept., Ecorse Rd.
   0817 – intrusion alarm, Briarcliff Dr.
   0828 – intrusion alarm, Morton Taylor Rd.
   1001 – welfare check, Salem Ct.
   0954 – intrusion alarm, Belleville Rd.
   1013 – vehicle lockout, S. Bellridge Dr.
   1126 – assist other dept., Tyler Rd.
   1135 – welfare check, Beacon Trl.
   xxxx – welfare check, Lake Crest Dr.
   1208 – civil matter, Rawsonville Rd.
   1220 – threat, Winchester St.
   1418 – disorderly, Belleville Rd.
   1422 – motorist assist, N. I-94 Service Dr./Oak Ln.
   1509 – disorderly, E. Adams
   1523 – 911 welfare check, N. I-94 Service Dr.
   1637 – domestic, W. Huron River Dr.
   1645 – assist motorist, Ecorse Rd./Belleville Rd.
   1715 – motorist assist, Haggerty/Independence
   1723 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd.
   1739 – civil matter, Denton Rd.
   1745 – family trouble, W. Huron River Dr.
   1909 – property damage accident, McBride Ave.
   2143 – warrant arrest, Tyler Rd.
Tuesday, Feb. 3:
   0012 – intrusion alarm, Sumpter Rd.
   0259 – harassment call, Tallgrass Ct.
   0355 – warrant arrest, Washtenaw Jail
   0752 – motorist assist, Rawsonville Rd./Bog
   0851 – fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1135 – misc. complaint, Nautica Dr.
   1250 – domestic, Stratford Dr.
   1338 – traffic offense, Ecorse Rd.
   1346 – trespassing, Ecorse Rd.
   1359 – missing person, Locust Dr.
   1424 – welfare check, Parkwood Dr.
   1503 – civil matter, Denton Rd.
   1541 – property damage accident, Beck Rd. / Van 
Born Rd.
   1652 – abandoned auto, Michigan Ave./Denton
   1701 – assist fire dept., Stratford Dr.
   1709 – assist fire dept., S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1713 – domestic, Bayshore Dr.
   1755 – disorderly, Belleville Rd.
   1910 – intrusion alarm, W. Huron River Dr.
   2123 – welfare check, Brandi Dr.
Wednesday, Feb. 4:
   0002 – suicidal person, Berkdale Dr.
   0056 – intrusion alarm, Sumpter Rd.
   0123 – noise complaint, Westlake Cir.
   0156 – property damage accident, Ecorse Rd.
   0719 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, Bog 
Rd.
   0713 – welfare check, Belleville Rd.
   0816 – property damage accident, McBridge Ave. / 
Borgman Ave.

   0901 – trespassing, N. I-94 Service Dr.
   0852 – assist other dept., Ecorse Rd./Haggerty Rd.
   0924 – retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
   0950 – suicidal person, Brookside Dr.
   1324 – assist other dept., Freedom Way
   1426 – welfare check, Belleville Rd.
   1459 – welfare check, Van Born Rd.
   1600 – motorist assist, Haggerty/I-94
   1633 – animal complaint, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1643 – civil matter, Morton Taylor Rd.
   1858 – civil matter, Denton Rd.
   1942 – welfare check, N. I-94 Service Dr.
   2138 – domestic, Denton Rd.
   2141 – motorist assist, Haggerty Rd./Tyler Rd.
Thursday, Feb. 5:
   0117 – welfare check, E. Huron River Dr.
   0157 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, S. 
I-94 Service Dr.
   xxxx – repossession, W. Walden Dr.
   0221 – intrusion alarm, Tyler Rd.
   0630 – larceny from auto, N. Bellridge Dr.
   0925 – harassment call, Victoria St.
   0956 – threat, Parkwood Dr.
   1152 – unauthorized driving away of auto, W. 
Walden Dr.
   1324 – civil matter, Mantauk Ct.
   1440 – road hazard, Haggerty Rd./Van Born Rd.
   1518 – fraud, Hamilton St.
   1522 – property damage accident, N. Cumberland
   1610 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, S. 
I-94 Service Dr.
   1630 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd. / 
N. I-94 Service Dr.
   1653 – intrusion alarm, Belle Pointe Dr.
   1706 – private property/property damage accident, 
Haggerty Rd.
   1734 – welfare check, Parkwood Dr.
   1924 – 911 welfare check, Parkwood Dr.
   1957 – harassment call, Bemis Rd.
   2010 – property damage accident, Haggerty/Ecorse
   2203 – property check, Paloma Dr.
   2224 – assist fire dept., Winding Pond Dr.
Friday, Feb. 6:
   0020 – intrusion alarm, Sumpter Rd.
   0059 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Ironwood Dr./Cottonwood Dr.
   0108 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Haggerty Rd.
   0213 – mental subject, E. Huron River Dr.
   0740 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Edwards Rd.
   0749 – property damage accident, Quirk Rd./N. I-94 
Service Dr.
   xxxx – animal complaint, Bristol
   0904 – assist fire dept., Ecorse I-275 ramp N./N. 
I-275 Ecorse ramp
   0933 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd. / E. 
I-94 Belleville ramp
   1006 – 911 welfare check, Alden Ave.
   1012 – abandoned auto, Woodwall Ct. / Greenbriar
   1020 – property damage accident, Ecorse Rd. / 
Belleville Rd.
   1107 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd.
   1152 – trespassing, N. I-94 Service Dr.
   1324 – welfare check, Parkside Dr.
   xxxx – misc. complaint, E. Huron River Dr.
   1357 – holdup alarm, Belleville Rd.
   1403 – intrusion alarm, Lake Point Pass
   1606 – domestic, W. Archwood Dr.
   1824 – trespassing, W. Adams
   1835 – warrant arrest, Sumpter Rd./Bemis Rd.
   1916 – assist other dept., S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1943 – noise complaint, Denton Rd.
   1952 – civil matter, Bemis Rd.
   2011 – vehicle lockout, Colony Ln.
   xxxx – assist other dept., Belleville Rd.
   2150 – property damage accident, Haggerty
   2153 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, Ash 
Dr./Maple Dr.
   2321 – disorderly, Stonebridge Dr.   
Saturday, Feb. 7:
   0003 – assist other dept., E. I-94/Rawsonville I-94 
ramp E.
   0809 – private property/property damage accident, 
Belleville Rd.
   0844 – unauthorize driving away of auto, Kirkridge 
Park Dr.
   1056 – assault & battery, Belleville Rd.
   1434 – unattended death, Spruce Ln.
   1549 – parking complaint, Colonial/Country Walk
   1525 – trespassing, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1459 – personal injury accident, Belleville/Quirk
   xxxx – repossession, Anna Dr.
   1540 – trespassing, N. I-94 Service Dr.

   1600 – domestic, Lighthouse Dr.
   1610 – leaving the scene of a property damage 
accident, Belleville Rd./Westlake Cir.
   1627 – welfare check, N. I-94 Service Dr.
   1734 – domestic, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   xxxx – parking complaint, Denton Rd.
   1846 – domestic, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   2020 – retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
   2039 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Belleville Rd.
   2137 – larceny, Belleville Rd.
   2156 – parking complaint, Harmony Ln.
   2202 – welfare check, Belleville Rd.
   2357 – animal complaint, Lighthouse Dr.
Also, on this log are 130 traffic stops, 10 of which are 
on the I-94 freeway.

Sunday, Feb. 1:   
   1135 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, N. 
Liberty St.
   1725 – welfare check, Breakwater Dr.
   1902 – intrusion alarm, Henry St.
   2251 – welfare check, N. Liberty St.
   xxxx – assist fire dept., Breakwater Ct.
Monday, Feb. 2:
   1427 – fraud, Belle Villa Blvd.
   1725 – assist fire dept., Belle Villa Blvd.
   2054 – assist citizen, Belle Villa Blvd.
Tuesday, Feb. 3:
   0251 – assist citizen, Water Works
   0757 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, W. 
Columbia Ave.
   0823 – welfare check, Savage Rd./Victorian Ln.
   1002 – assist fire dept., Robbe St.
   1506 – missing person, W. Columbia Ave.
   1632 – traffic offense, Madelon/E. Huron River
   1956 – found property/child, Wildrye
Wednesday, Feb 4:
   0906 – private property/property damage accident, 
S. Edgemont Ave.
   1843 – parking complaint, Third St./Main St.
   1951 – assist fire dept. Sumpter Rd.
   2147 – intrusion alarm, E. Columbia Ave.
   2302 – vehicle lockout, First St.
Thursday, Feb. 5:
   1412 – property damage accident, Main St.
   1534 – private property/property damage accident, 
Main St.
   2253 – welfare check, W. Columbia Ave.
   xxxx – assist fire dept., W. Columbia Ave.
Friday, Feb. 6:
   1122 – welfare check, N. Liberty St.
   1303 – abandoned auto, S. Biggs Ave.
Saturday, Feb. 7:
   0208 – intrusion alarm, Main St.
   0756 – follow up by officer, Greylock
   1142 – assist fire dept., E. Thornhill Ct.
   1202 – personal injury accident, Sumpter Rd.
   1451 – assist fire dept., Fourth St.
   1619 – private property/property damage accident, 
W. Columbia Ave.
   1852 – larceny, E. Columbia Ave.
   1909 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, E. 
Columbia Ave.
   2351 – assist other dept., Clarence St.
There are 57 reports on this week’s log, 23 of which 
are traffic stops.

Sunday, Feb. 1
   0326 – citizen assist, Wyoming St.
   0616 – 911 hangup, Birch Dr.
   0843 – civil matter, Delaware St.
   1041 – harassment complaint, Magnolia Dr.
   1253 – welfare check, 23000 bl. Carleton West Rd.
   1801 – property damage accident, Clark Rd. / 
Willow Rd.
   1802 – 911 hangup, 22000 bl. Clark Rd.
   1825 – fire dept. assist, 47000 bl. Harris Rd.
   1958 – property damage accident, Clark Rd. / S. 
Huron Rd.
Monday, Feb. 2:
   0100 – 911 hangup, Delaware St.

   0152 – animal complaint, 40000 bl. Judd Rd.
   0532 – animal complaint, 40000 bl. Judd Rd.
   0637 – property damage accident, Rawsonville Rd. 
/ Arkona Rd.
   0648 – family trouble, Nevada St.
   0851 – fire dept. assist, 45000 bl. Paris Dr.
   0920 – welfare check, Wyoming St.
   1019 – fire dept. assist, 39000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1026 – traffic complaint/hazard, Haggerty Rd. / 
Willis Rd.
   1053 – assault, 25000 bl. Clark Rd.
   1243 – fire dept. assist, 22000 bl. Elwell Rd.
   1427 – misdemeanor warrant arrest, out of township
   1500 – property damage accident, 48000 bl. Willis 
Rd.
   1743 – civil matter, Delaware St.
   2112 – welfare check, Rustic Ln.
Tuesday, Feb. 3:
   0013 alarm, 50000 bl. Willow Rd.
   0238 – citizen assist, Edgewood Dr.
   0855 – animal complaint, 43000 bl. Judd Rd.
   0950 – follow-up investigation, 45000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1043 – follow-up investigation, 23000 bl. Sumpter 
Rd.
   1115 – death investigation, 45000 bl. Willis
   1252 – welfare check, Birch Dr.
   1507 – citizen assist, 51000 bl. Judd Rd.
   1516 – harassment complaint, 40000 bl. Wear
   1828 – assist other agency, 28000 bl. Oakwood
   2320 – traffic complaint/hazard, Elwell/Wear
   2328 – suspicious person, 44000 bl. Harris
Wednesday, Feb. 4:
   1027 – mental health call, Rustic Ln.
   1200 – civil matter, 13000 bl. Rawsonville
   1319 – alarm, 18000 bl. Martinsville Rd.
   1509 – harassment complaint, Arizona St.
   1614 – family trouble, Oregon St.
   1704 – suspicious circumstance, 40000 bl. Wear Rd.
   1838 – alarm, 4900 bl. Oakville Waltz Rd.
   1904 – juvenile matter, 21000 bl. Clark Rd.
Thursday, Feb. 5:
   0225 – assault, 13000 bl. Rawsonville Rd.
   0252 – citizen assist, 27000 bl. Martinsville
   0832 – follow-up investigation, 43000 bl. Judd Rd.
   1104 – property damage accident, Martinsville Rd./
Willis Rd.
   1602 – suspicious vehicle, Sherwood/Judd
   1652 – suspicious circumstance, Elwell Rd. / Willis 
Rd.
   1735 – motorist assist, Rawsonville/Willow
   1946 – suspicious circumstance, Rustic Ln.
   2041 – family trouble, 26000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   2205 – fire dept. assist, 21000 bl. Elwell Rd. 
Friday, Feb. 6:
   0604 – traffic complaint/hazard, 44000 bl. Harris 
Rd.
   1028 – follow-up investigation, out of township
   1201 – suspicious vehicle, 25000 bl. Karr Rd.
   1306 – welfare check, 44000 bl. Dunn Rd.
   1314 – alarm, 8300 bl. Rawsonville Rd.
   1517 – welfare check, 21000 bl. Clark Rd.
   1616 – follow-up investigation, Wayside Dr.
   1618 – family trouble, 45000 bl. Paris Dr.
   1742 – misdemeanor warrant arrest, 42000 bl. Willis 
Rd.
   1812 – fire dept. assist, 43000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1840 – family trouble, Greenmeadow Dr.
   2217 – juvenile matter, Magnolia Dr.   
Saturday, Feb. 7:
   0043 – suspicious circumstance, 44000 bl. Harris 
Rd.
   0053 – citizen assist, Willis/Rawsonville
   0142 – 911 hangup, Delaware St.
   0159 – fire dept. assist, Birch Dr.
   1056 – follow-up investigation, Wayside Dr.
   1302 – civil matter, Creekside Dr.
   1416 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1757 – follow-up investigation, Magnolia Dr.
   1913 – civil matter, Creekside Dr.
   2009 – mental health call, 2000 bl. Clark Rd.
Also on this week’s log were 133 patrol checks, 50 
traffic stops and 10 misc. details.
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To build a better world,
start in your own community

Van Buren Township is aware of a nationwide scam in which fraudulent emails are
being sent while impersonating Municipal Planning and Zoning departments. These
messages are designed to appear legitimate and may reference real projects,
applications, or meeting agenda items.

In some cases, the emails threaten legal action or additional fees and instruct
recipients to submit large payments via email or wire transfer.

We want to clarify the following:

• Van Buren Township does not request payments via unsolicited email

• We do not demand wire transfers or payment confirmation by email

• Official Township email communications originate only from the vbtmi.gov domain

• Emails claiming to be from the Township using other domains (such as usa.com) are
not legitimate

These fraudulent messages rely on publicly available information and do not indicate
that Township systems were compromised.

If you receive an email claiming to be from the Township of Van Buren Planning
Commission or Zoning Board and are unsure of its legitimacy, do not respond or send
payment. Please contact the Township directly using the contact information listed
on our official website, vbtmi.gov. 

Court Watching
(continued from page 17)

Wayne County Jail, with 56 days credit for 
time served.
Scott Allen James
   Scott Allen James of Van Buren Township 
is charged with domestic violence – third 
offense notice on Dec. 10 in Van Buren 
Township. He was arraigned Dec. 12 and 
bond set at $5,000/10% was posted. A 
probable cause conference was held Dec. 
22. The preliminary exam was held Jan. 
13, and he was bound over to circuit court 
for an arraignment on the information. 

Final conference is March 17 and jury trial 
April 8.
Adrienne Marie Hill
   Adrienne Marie Hill of Redford is 
charged with driving with a license that 
was suspended, revoked, or denied and 
driving without security on Oct. 28, 2025 
in the city of Belleville. She was scheduled 
to appear for remote arraignment/pretrial 
on Dec. 10, but she failed to appear. A 
show cause hearing / arraignment was set 
for Jan. 6. The defendant failed to appear 
and a bench warrant was issued.
Darius Malik Fluellen
   Darius Malik Fluellen of Detroit was 
video arraigned in custody on Jan. 8 on a 

charge of receiving and concealing stolen 
goods worth $20,000 or more on Jan. 5 
in Van Buren Township. Bond was set 
at $10,000/10% and it was noted he is a 
habitual offender/third offense.
   A probable cause conference was set for 
Jan. 20 and a preliminary exam for Jan. 
27. Defense attorney Randall Upshaw was 
retained, so the probable cause conference 
was set for Feb. 17 for discovery. Judge 
Martin ordered no contact of any kind with 
the two complaining witnesses and cannot 
return to Ditch Witch Sales (Howell).
Paul Justin Dupon II
   Paul Justin Dupon II of New Boston was 
video-arraigned in custody on Jan. 8, 2026 

on a charge of possession of a controled 
substance on Jan. 6, 2023 in Sumpter 
Township. Personal bond of $5,000 was 
set by Judge Martin.
   He failed to appear for any court sessions 
on this charge and so a bench warrant was 
issued on Oct. 16, 2023.
   On Jan. 8, 2026, Judge Martin set a show 
cause/pretrial for Jan. 22, 2026.
   Dupon also was video-arraigned in 
custody on Jan. 8, 2026 on charges of 
operating while intoxicated-3rd, possession 
of narcotics, and driving while license 
suspended on June 5, 2022 in Sumpter 
Township. Personal bond is $10,000 
on these charges and a probable cause 
conference was set for Jan. 20, 2026 and 
he failed to appear so a warrant was issued. 
Preliminary exam had been set for Jan. 
27, 2026. He is to have no mood-altering 
substances without a doctor’s prescription 
while on this bond.
George Samuel J. Wright
   George Samuel J. Wright of Van Buren 
Township is charged with fleeing police in a 
vehicle on Jan. 11 in Van Buren Township. 
He was video-arraigned in custody on 
Jan. 13. Personal bond is $5,000 and he 
must wear a GPS tether for location. His 
probable cause conference was set for Jan. 
27 and preliminary exam for Feb. 3.
Peter Lucas Potts
   Peter Lucas Potts of Van Buren Township 
is charged with domestic violence  on Oct. 
13, 2025 in Van Buren Township. He was 
arraigned Dec. 3 and his remote pretrial set 
for Jan. 13. Personal bond is $1,000. He 
retained an attorney and his remote pretrial 
was set for Feb. 10.
Phillip Shawn Barnhart
   Phillip Shawn Barnhart, 56, of Sumpter 
Township was arraigned on a bench 
warrant by video while in custody June 
6, 2023 by Judge Martin on charges of 
operating while intoxicated-3 and driving 
while license suspended on Jan. 10, 2023 in 
Van Buren Township. The probable cause 
conference was set for June 14, 2023 and 
then adjourned until July 12, 2023. A live 
exam was set for July 19, 2023. Personal 
bond was $5,000.
   On July 19, 2023 he pled guilty to a reduced 
charge of driving while intoxicated-2 and 
the DWLS charge was dismissed. The plea 
relies on him completing his outpatient 
substance-abuse treatment. No jail time 
will be required. Judge Green turned the 
case over to the probation department for 
other sentence recommendations. He failed 
to appear for sentencing on Oct. 10, 2023 
and a bench warrant was issued.
   On Oct. 21, 2025, the defendant appeared 
at the counter to post bond for the warrant. 
He was given a new date for sentencing of 
Dec. 9, but he failed to appear and a bench 
warrant was issued. He was scheduled for 
sentencing on Jan. 13, 2026 and a notice to 
appear was generated, but the post office 
said it was unable to deliver. On Jan. 20, 
a notice of non-compliance with the OWI 
charge was issued.
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WELCOME,
JIM DAVID

9800 BELLEVILLE RD.
(734) 697-9161

WWW.ATCHINSON.NET USED CAR MANAGER

GLENN SILVENIS
www.MrSold.com418 Main Street

Belleville, Michigan 48111 SELL PHONE (734) 740-3000
Office (734) 699-4000email: mrsold@mrsold.com

website: mrsold.com

CROSSROADS III
Real Trends Rankings

Top 1% Nationwide

Prior #1, #2 and #3 RE/MAX
Agent Southeastern Michigan

Past Mayor City of Belleville

WILLIS & MARTINSVILLE 1.64AC PAVED
ROAD WATER & SEWER AT STREET$65,000

84ACRES OAKVILLE WALTZ ASH TOWN-
SHIP- MONROE COUNTY. 1268 FRONTAGE
ZONED LIGHT INDUSTRIAL AND RESIDEN-
TIAL. NEAR I-275 Great Investment $795,000

GRANT & WAHRMAN 4 ACRES LT IND
BY METRO AIRPORT $250,000

GRANT ROMULUS 1.8 AC LT IND $24,000

*** BELLEVILLE LAKEFRONT *** 2405
RAWSONVILLE 99X328 .74 AC $99,900

WE DON’T CHARGE WHAT THE OTHER BROKERS CHARGE - NO DOCUMENT STORAGE FEES NO COMPLIANCE FEES NO JUNK FEES

3 PARCELS 22530 Bohn Road Sumpter Twp
One is 10.7 Acres at $120,000 and 2.37 Acres
at $45,000 and 1.87 at $45,000

Amazingly Affordable 3 Bedroom One Bath Ranch with New
Carpet, Large Patio, Big Garage with New Roof, Fenced Yard,
City Water and Sewer on Paved Street. A Best Buy $234,900

THIS BRICK HOME HAS ITALL 3,828 Total Square Feet
of finished living space, 4 Bedrooms, 3 Baths, Hot Tub, 14x27
Family Room, 2 + 1 Car Garages .85 Acres Short Sale $385,000

28503 MARGARET LN , HURON TOWNSHIP

46083 REED, SUMPTER TOWNSHIP

MARIO ANN COURT ROMULUS Finest
Private Area in Romulus. Perfect location with
City Water and Sewer at the Street. $35,000

11012 JACKSON, VAN BUREN TOWNSHIP

NORTHLINE ROMULUS 1.1 ACRES 208 FT
FRONTAGE LT INDUSTRIAL ZON $59,900

COMING SOON. It's Loaded with 4 Bedrooms, 2 1/2 Baths,
1,647 Square Feet, Fireplace, Deck and More. On 1/2 Acre
with Huge Garage. 1996 Construction Just $200,000

29515 CHARLES, ROMULUS

FOR LEASE IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY Super Clean,
freshly paintedwith new flooring throughout. 3 Bedrooms, 1
Bath Ranch. Two car garage. No Smoking or Pets $1,600 mo

48620 WEAR, SUMPTER TOWNSHIP

IT’S A POSSIBLE ANYTHING! 7,000+ Square Foot Build-
ing on High Traffic Main Street. Large Rooms Everywhere
Finished Basement 6 plus Car Attached Garage. $749,000

209 MAIN STREET, BELLEVILLE

SHERWOOD SUMPTER 4.09 Acres $60,000

BEAUTYWORTH CELEBRATING 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths
(One New) 1,690 Sq Ft on 1.3 Acres. Deck and Large Pole
Barn room for a workshop and more. Extra Clean $325,000

FOR LEASE - UPDATED OFFICE SPACE Best Area on
Paved Street. 510 Sq Ft With One Large office and Second
office. It’s clean and Neat $1,250 Mo

12900 HAGGERTY VAN BUREN TOWNSHIP 12950 HAGGERTY VAN BUREN TOWNSHIP
FOR LEASE Zoned M-2 for many uses. Best location with
16,800 SqFt For Lease. 20 Foot Ceilings, Large Offices Huge
Work Area. Close to I-94 & I-275. $6,900. Mo Triple Net

SOLD


