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Photo courtesy of David Brownlee
Each year, David Brownlee, chairman of the Van Buren Township Environmental Commission, likes to take a picture of Belleville Lake from his Ryznar Drive home on the first day
of winter. This is the lake at sunrise with a slight cloud cover on Dec. 21,2017.

VBT Board approves agreement that cancels free trash pickup

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

About 50 people were in the audience of
the almost three-hour meeting on Dec. 19
when the Van Buren Township Board voted
4-3 to approve the fifth amendment to the
host agreement with Waste Management
on Woodland Meadows landfill.

The part of the agreement the crowd liked
least was the canceling of free curbside
trash pick up that residents have enjoyed

for more than 20 years.

Voting yes were Supervisor Kevin
McNamara, who single-handedly
negotiated the final details to the
agreement; Clerk Leon Wright, who was
on the team negotiating for three years
before that; Treasurer Sharry Budd, who
said the agreement was “a good deal”; and
Trustee Kevin Martin, who said it was “for
the greater good of the community.”

Voting no were Trustees Sherry Frazier,
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Reggie Miller, and Paul White, who all had
asked for more time to present the details
to the public and get citizen input. They
were in favor of renegotiating to find a way
to continue the free pick up and thought
the process used to rush the agreement to a
vote was not proper.

A slightly different version of the fifth
amendment was presented to the former
township board at the end of 2016, but it
was passed on to the new board and not
brought to the new board for a vote until
22 days before its passage last week.

A motion earlier in the meeting by Trustee
Frazier to postpone the decision until they
can get together more information for the
public was defeated by the same 4-3 vote.

The involved agreement takes away free

curbside trash pick up for residents in about
mid-2023 and closes the golf course next to
the landfill at the end of the 2018 season so
it can expand for more trash dumping. Free
disposal of trash for residents bringing it
in will continue for the life of the landfill.

An estimated $250 million will be paid
to the township over the next 40 years
of the landfill’s extended life. That sum
includes $8 million in cash that Supervisor
McNamara said he would like to lock up in
a CD investment.

The 269-acre landfill, at the corner of Van
Born and Hannan roads, will expand by
200 acres and be the same height as what
is there now.

The $300,000 golf course escrow
(continued on page 13)
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VBT Environmental Commlssmn to discuss lake drawdown

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor
In January, the Van Buren Township
Environmental Commission will begin
discussions on the proposed drawdown of
Belleville Lake in 2019.

At its regular meeting Dec. 20,
Commission Chairman Dave Brownlee
said they will talk about the project from
an environmental standpoint and will send
a recommendation to the township board.

He said the drawdown is planned probably
for 2019, probably in the fall, and for three
to five weeks.

Brownlee asked board members to talk
to local residents about their thoughts on
the matter and to look into the microscopic
issues in the water associated with
drawdowns.

And, he asked commission members to
seek out information on the internet on
drawdowns.

“The township is looking to us for advice
on this,” Brownlee said.

Matthew Best, deputy director of
planning and economic development, said
the township has six months to come up
with something. He said the supervisor is
putting together a group of volunteers.

“It’s kind of time-sensitive,” Best said.
“We’ll plow through it in January. It will be
one of the biggest things we do in 2018.”

Brownlee said he understands it will be a
five-foot drop.

“We don’t want to go any farther than
necessary,” he said, noting docks could be
exposed for maintenance at that depth.

In other business at the one-and-a-half-
hour meeting on Dec. 20, the commission:

* Heard Brownlee report he attended the
deep injection well hearing in Romulus
recently. He said he didn’t make a comment,
but he did send them a letter and made a
Freedom of Information Act request for

the toxic plume information because the
EPA representative didn’t know about it.
“I"d like to know if it’s coming our way,”
Brownlee said, adding no decision has
been made, but he doubts if the EPA will
deny the increased viscosity and pressure
being sought for the well, which is in use;

* Heard Brownlee report that in the last
year the commission did not go where it
wanted to go with educating township
residents about coal tar. He said ordinance
enforcement is not the commission’s
goal, but education. The pamphlet that
was supposed to be coming from the
Huron River Watershed Council didn’t
come and so Brownlee called Rebecca
at the council and she said they haven’t

Independent photo by Rosemary K. Otzman
The Van Buren Township Environmental Commission held its annual potluck dinner
before its regular meeting on Dec. 20. From left are VBT Trustee Paul White, former
member Jeffrey S. Jahr who now is on the planning commission, Norm Debuck, recording
secretary Anna Halstead, Deputy Director Matthew Best, chairman David Brownlee,
Ronald Merritt I, and Benjamin Ross.

had any discussions with VBT about it
since last spring. “That’s not true,” Best
said. “We have 9,300 water bills [where
the pamphlets could be inserted]. She’s
working on it. I'm working on it.” Best
said the township would get a better price
from the HRWC. Brownlee asked if the
coal tar presentation could be put on cable
again to inform the public;

* Heard Best give a report on the fifth
amendment to the host agreement with
Waste  Management for Woodland
Meadows landfill, which was passed by
the township board the night before this
meeting. He said there are questions for the
Environmental Commission to deal with,
including odor, end use, and landscaping.

Best said the process for the expansion is
starting, but the wetland mitigation process
will take two to three years. Best said in
his former job he helped regulate landfills
and “Woodland Meadows is relatively well
run.” He said end uses might include solar
farms, passive or active recreation, softball
fields, walking paths, or a nature preserve
with wildflowers. “This group will be
asked to participate in that decision,” Best
said, adding that before the new site is
engineered the committee could ask for
the end use so the proper base could be put
into the plans. Early plans for a ski hill as
the end use for the present landfill was not
possible because the proper base was not
put in place; and
* Heard Brownlee say the supervisor’s

promotion piece shown at the recent joint
meeting of all commissions. committees,
and the board, had a slide that showed a
significant amount of green space ready
for development. He said that shocked
Environmental Commission members
present  because the psychological
interpretation of that slide was negative
in painting a picture that VBT wants to
develop its green space. “If we’re not
careful, Belleville Lake will look like a
retention pond in the middle of a parking
lot,” Brownlee said. Best said the master
plan meetings are coming up in 2018
and this commission can contribute to
the decision on what the township should
look like in the future. “I’d be happy to
have VBT with 40,000 people instead of
twice that like Canton,” said Trustee Paul
White, who is the board liaison to the
Environmental Commission.

The commission held its annual Christmas
potluck meal before the meeting.

Library Board evaluates Director Suchy, gives her 2.5% raise in pay

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor
Last year when the Belleville Area District
Library Board wanted to give the library
director a raise, she used the money to help
pay for other expenses in the library.

This year, the board’s personnel
committee recommended a 2.5% raise for
Director Mary Jo Suchy and told her she
had to take it. Before the raise, her pay was
$77.251.

It is estimated the population covered by
the district library is 42,361.

On Dec. 12, Personnel committee
chairwoman LaChelle Reed Caver said she
told Director Suchy that she can’t refuse
this raise or they’ll give her more days off.

Board chairwoman Sharon Peters said

Suchy works 24/7 and when she takes days
off, she ends up working.

Although she could have asked for her
evaulation in closed-door session, Director
Suchy allowed her evaluation in open
session.

All the board members had turned in
evaluation forms and all the comments
were between “outstanding” and “above
average.”

She was found “outstanding” in 16 areas
and “unsatisfactory” in one.

In other business at the one-hour-and-24-
minute meeting the board:

* Approved the job description for a
Technology Manager who, once hired,
would evenually supervise the satellite
location in Sumpter. Salary range is

$47,000 to $62,000. Board chairperson
Peters said the libraries are not obsolete,
as some say. They are getting more
sophisticated than ever before. Caver said
the new technology manager will take
some of the responsibilities off Suchy.
Peters said they’ve got to start staffing up
for the new library;

e Heard Director Suchy note that the
district library is paying the library millage
as it pays Belleville’s winter taxes on the
house next door that it owns. The house
will be razed by the end of the year to make
way for the library/city parking lot;

e Heard Peters say there is an updated
floorplan for the Sumpter Township site
based on measurements. She said they
have given the proposed legal agreement

on the building to Sumpter and are waiting
for their township attorney and board to
respond. Also they hopefully are moving
toward getting all the legal details done
with the City of Belleville;

* Approved amendments to two of the
policies approved at the last meeting:
Permanent Art Acquisition and Art Display
Policy and the Temporary Art Exhibits and
Displays Policy. The art committee met
the night after the policies were approved
by the board and made some suggestions
in the language. The third policy was not
amended;

* Listened to reports from Treasurer
Tanya Stoudemire on finances and the
audit draft budgetary comparison schedule

(continued on page 17)
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Editorial
Ready or not,
here comes 2018

There were lots of changes in 2017 --
worldwide, nationwide, statewide, and
locally. We’ll let the media with larger
staffs take care of reporting outside the
48111 borders. We’ll take care of 48111.

We’ve reported to you what has
happened, week by week, in the Belleville,
Van Buren, and Sumpter areas. What are
we looking forward to in 2018 in our area?

* Van Buren Township will decide
whether to lower Belleville Lake in 2019,
as proposed. How much shoreline will be
revealed, so lakeside property owners can
fix their docks and seawalls? How long
will the water be down? Will anything
collapse and fall into the lake? That’s to be
determined.

* In the City of Belleville a decision
may be made on what to do about the
fire department. We’re sure whatever
special committee is set up will give
a recommendation to do what Mayor
Kerreen Conley and VBT Supervisor
Kevin McNamara wanted to do from the
beginning: Disband the city fire department
and let the township fire department cover
fire and first-responder medical service
in the city. Talk is that the city police
department is not far behind in being
dismantled.

* In Sumpter, the looming question is
whether to opt in or opt out of the new
Michigan Medical Marijuana Facilities
Licensing Act. Belleville and VBT have
opted out. Many medical marijuana
growers are waiting with bated breath for
Sumpter’s decision. Should come in 2018.

EXTRA THINGS | KNOW

Thanks to all who brought in unwrapped
gifts for the Toys for Tots collection boxes
outside our office door for the past few
weeks. This was the most donated ever --
for our boxes, anyway. The toys were great
and the volunteer picking them up assured
us they would go to children in need. Gives
everyone a warm feeling.

sksksk

Speaking of warm feelings, on Christmas
Day, around 9:45 p.m., the electricity went
out in our neck of the woods in Van Buren
Township, as the temperature was taking
a steep dip. Loss of electricity happens
from time to time for us, but this time was
strange because only some of our lights
were out -- and some were in brownout
mode. At about 12:15 a.m., everything was
back to normal. Warm again.

sksksk
It was nice to have a white Christmas.
This cold, cold weather is just the right
temperature for those ice sculptures that
are now just memories.

There have been lots of vehicle spinouts
and cars in ditches in the snow, but
sometimes the police comment on the
scanner that the snow had nothing to do
with the accident. The driver was on his/her
cell phone and just drove off the roadway.

Those drivers who are looking down at a
cell phone are very scary to me.

sksksk

According to a report from the Associated
Press, the Michigan Supreme Court
released its ruling on Dec. 20 that the
state must return more than $550 million
to school employees who had money
deducted for retiree health care. The Van
Buren Public Schools Board of Education

N
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has been waiting for a decision on this.

School employees had 3% of their pay
deducted for about two years under a law
signed by Gov. Jennifer Granholm, but the
law was declared unconstitutional. Gov.
Rick Snyder in 2012 signed a new law that
has survived court challenges.

The Supreme Court said the 2010 law
violated the contract clauses of the federal
and state constitutions, and the state failed
to show it was reasonable and necessary to
further a legitimate public purpose.

Gov. Rick Snyder, who’d wanted to
keep the money, says he’s “pleased that
taxpayers will have resolution.” The
money’s in escrow, so the decision won’t
affect the state budget, the AP said.

The Van Buren Schools finance director
recently told the board the district may
have to pay FICA for the money returned
to the employees. And, they will have to
work to find all those employees, since
some no longer work for the district.

ks

A resident on High Street in the City of
Belleville said the city snow plows cover
up the driveways after the residents have
paid to have it shoveled. She said there is
an emergency room nurse whose husband
is in poor health in that neighborhood and
he has to keep re-shoveling to make sure
she can get to work because the DPW
keeps plowing in their driveway. Seniors

need help with the snow, our caller said.
ks
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That caller also called back later to
say she just got that popular IRS call on
her phone that tells her to send money.
Although people are being besieged, and
some really frightened, by those calls from
the IRS, they are not real. The IRS does
NOT call you on the
phone. It sends you a
letter if it wants to get
your attention.

Our caller knew that
and so she did not
become alarmed. But
she wanted people to
know the fake IRS
calls are still being made and for everyone
to stay alert and not send money to those
jerks.

skeksk

No municipal meetings for me this week,
when I usually attend from four to six or
seven a week. Time to relax with my new
smart TV and gift cards for my Nook books
and snuggle down in my new Christmas
clothes.

Our birds got extra seeds in the feeders,
which they always share with the squirrels
and other creatures which haven’t gone
to sleep for the winter. Sometimes, there
are deer tracks at the feeder. I remember
a story I did when a lady looked out her
window and saw an emu at her feeder in

Sumpter.
skeksk
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Loyal Order of Moose » Women of the Moose » Moose Legion For 1 Bedroom & Studio Apartm ents Only.
Accepting Applications for Individuals 62 & Older
H.U.D. Guidlines Apply
A Senior Facility of National Church Residences
Affordable Housing * Sec 8-202

Minutes From Shopping, Freeways & Restaurants

& 734-697-8200

Belleville Family Center # 934
45476 Harris Road
Belleville, Ml 48111
bellevillemoose.com

moose934@yahoo.com

Weekday & Weekend Rates

Bartending Service Provided -

Catering Available -- Ask for Tiff!
Free Wi-Fi Hotspot!

734-325-7799

Members & Qualified Guests

“How I wish that somewhere there
existed an island for those who are wise
and of good will.”

— Albert Einstein

“Being confident and believing in your own
self-worth is necessary to achieving your potential.”

-- Sheryl Sandberg

BARBARA ROGALLE MILLER
Attorney At Law

321 Main Street

Belleville, Michigan 48111

(734) 697-4455 - Fax (734) 697-7177

Belleville Tax & Accounting Service, Inc.
Criss, Wilmarth & Parr, PC

Certified Public Accountants

Denise W. Baker, MSA, CPA Gayl Parr, CPA

Providing Services to Small Business and Individuals
* Small Business Accounting & Financial Statements

Payroll Services
e Business and Personal Tax Returns

Small Business Advising and Start-Up Consultation

Visit our website
www.bellevilletaxservices.com

Call Us Today!
(734) 697-8000

152 Main Street
(in The Professional Building)
Belleville, Ml 48111

Quickbooks Training and Support

All major credit cards accepted

Some say my husband
looks just like Santa

To the editor:

This Santa was seen at KFC Rawsonville
and CVS Belleville. It makes me happy
to have kids and grown-ups say that my
husband looks like Santa.

But,I have been blessed to have a husband
like Charlie. It is good when you can bless
someone else. When we are out and about
it would make me so happy to see smiles
on people’s faces.

There is so much negativism in the
world today. I have been blessed to show
kindness to others and God’s love. So, let
us show love to one another. Because God
is love. That is the reason for the season.

Evelyn Crispell
Sumpter Township

Thank you for ruining
our Christmas

Dear Young Sir or Madame:

You know who I am, because you shot
my car with your air rifle on the night of
December 19/20. You must have been
having a lot of fun, because you shot
my neighbor’s car twice. Thanks to you,
instead of Christmas presents, I get to
spend $400 repairing my car.

To parents of children and teens in the
Haggerty Sub: Please properly secure and
store your air rifles, because one of your
children just stole what may possibly be
my terminally ill father’s last Christmas.

Merry Christmas to you.

Haggerty Sub Resident

734-697-5222
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Thank you, Bethany
choir for great concert

To the editor:

On Dec. 16 and 17, the Bethany Bible
Church offered our tri-community its
annual CHRISTmas Concert. The 40-voice
choir, under the direction of John Losen,
Jr., was, as usual, outstanding. Each year,
I claim that year’s concert is the best ever
but admittedly, this year’s CHRISTmas
Concert went way over the top!

Like so many others who come from
far and near, it is both joyful and very
inspirational to be present at Bethany’s
concert and to hear the Holy Scripture
sung and narrated with such clarity and
sincerity.

Thank you, Bethany Bible Church, for a
wonderful, beautiful testimony in music.

(Mrs.) Ruth E. Bleeker
Belleville

Owen school choir
entertained us at Co-op

To the editor:

The Owen school choir came to Belleville
Senior Co-op on Dec. 21 to perform a
Christmas concert.

The kids sang beautifully, and the music
was enjoyed by all! They brought door
hangers made by art classes and Christmas
cards for all the members.

Thank You! We appreciated it very much.

- Members of the Belleville Senior Co-op

Thank you, St. Jude

Dear St. Jude:

Thank you for answering my prayers. |
am forever grateful.
S.C., Belleville

Waste Management
landfill gives numbers
to call with concerns

During recent meetings on the fifth
amendment to its host agreement with
Van Buren Township, Waste Management
offered phone numbers for the public
to call if people had concerns about the
landfill, including significant or prolonged
odors.

* Hotline answered 24/7 in Texas with
concerns immediately passed on to
Woodland Meadows landfill in VBT: (877)
765-9153.

* Waste Management Collection Services
in VBT: (734) 699-8926.

* Waste Management Customer Service:
(866) 797-9018.

One Call Does It All ...
... At the Independent
699-9020
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Minding
Your Business |
with Bob Mytych

Purr-furred by FMAR. Jim Ford Realtor,
with Coldwell Banker Preferred in Plym-
outh, MI, is proud to announce his new
affiliation with the Friends of Michigan
Animals Rescue of Sumpter. Through his
real estate business he is looking for ways
to help this local organization. Contact Jim
at (734) 776-3030 or jford@cbpreferred
for your real estate needs or questions. Jim
will help you find that perfect new home or
assist you in selling yours while helping to
support FMAR. Be sure to check out his ad
in today’s paper.

ks

I"d like to take an opportunity to say thank
you to all the advertisers that have run ads
in this paper over the past year. We do our
best to get your message out week after
week, with some of you going back to day
one when we started in 1995. If you’ve
never advertised with us before, and would
like to learn more, call me at (734) 699-
9020. All the best in the New Year!

Things to do in the
Belleville area...

* Thursday, Dec. 28 — Free Community
Dinner from 6 to 6:30 p.m. at Willow
United Methodist Church and God Works
Family Soup Kitchen, 36925 E. Willow
Rd., New Boston, (734) 654-9020. www.
willowchurch.org

* Sunday, Dec. 31 — Celebrate New Year’s
Eve at the Moose Lodge, 45476 Harris
Rd., for $20 per person ($25 after Dec. 20).
Dinner at 6 p.m., pizza and champagne at
midnight. Southern Heat Band, 9 p.m. to 1
a.m. Public welcome. (734) 325-7799

¢ Sunday, Dec. 31 — Celebrate New
Year’s Eve at the Van Buren Eagles, 9961
Beck Rd. Tickets at $25 per person, include
catered dinner, Second Wind Band, pizza
and champagne after midnight. Doors open
6 p.m., dinner is 7 p.m., band starts 9 p.m.
Public welcome. Buy your tickets by Dec.
26. (734) 699-8836

e Saturday, Jan. 13 — Community
United Methodist Church, 11160 Olive St.,
Romulus, is holding another Roast Beef
Dinner from 5 to 7 p.m. Donation is $10
for adults, $4 for ages 6-12, and free for
ages 5 and under. For carry out, call (734)
941-0736. www.romuluscumc.net

¢ Tuesday, Jan. 30 — Learn how to
influence local decisions involving clean
water. The Huron River Watershed Council
will be at the Belleville Area District
Library from 6 to 8:30 p.m. for the Change
Makers workshop. Free.

* Wednesday, Feb. 7 — Belleville Day
in Florida

* Saturday, April 14 — Belleville Area
District Library groundbreaking, 11 a.m.

| Upcoming Meetings |

* Wednesday, Jan. 3 — Sumpter Township
fact-finding committee on the new Michigan
Marijuana Facilities Licensing Act meets
at 6:30 p.m. Time for public input. Also,
Belleville City Council meeting at 7:30
p.m.

* Monday, Jan. 8 — Van Buren Township
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work/study session, 4 p.m.

* Tuesday, Jan. 9 — Van Buren Township
Local Development Financing Authority, 2
p.m., Also Sumpter Township workshop at
6 p.m., regular meeting at 6:30 p.m. Also,
Van Buren Township regular meeting, 7
p.m. Also, Belleville Area District Library
Board, 7:30 p.m.

* Wednesday, Jan. 10 — Sumpter Township
fact-finding committee on the new Michigan

Multi Millicn
Dollar Club

1 “Roal Eatate with Real Sowice”

ngela Nettro & Co. Real Estate

734-697-6655

Fax: (734) 697-3531
P.O. Box 592, Belleville, MI 48112

EMail: nettroandco@comecast.net
http://www.angelanettro.featuredwebsite.com
& s Residential *¢ Commercial * Vacant * Repos * Short Sales

b
f
Brokenr

NEAL ROBSON

ROBSON BUILDERS

LICENSED & INSURED
BUILDING & HOME IMPROVEMENTS

Marijuana Facilities Licensing Act meets at
6:30 p.m. Time for public input. Van Buren
Township Planning Commission, 7:30 p.m.

e Thursday, Jan. 11 — Sumpter Township
Planning Commission, 7 p.m.

* Tuesday, Jan. 16 — Sumpter Township
workshop at 6 p.m., regular meeting at 6:30
p.m. Also, Van Buren Township Board of
Zoning Appeals at 7 p.m. Also, Belleville
City Council meeting at 7:30 p.m.

Family Owned & Operated For 40 Years!

i"
AN

(734) 699-3185
FREE ESTIMATES

fax

Greg Drake- Broker Gina Drake- ABr

™ DRAKE - JORDAN

Greg's Cell (734) 740-1899
Gina’s Cell (734} 740-1877

Gina@Drake-Jordan.com

o
. and

Promoting a

_ Healthy
(734) 484-0300 and Safe
Greg@Drake-Jordan.com Environment
for All.

BASIC OBEDIENCE CLASSES STARTING
IN WINTER! CALL 734-449-4513

Where Pets

People Meet. "‘5’ z

Friends of Michigan
Animals Rescue

734-461-9458

Visit us @
fmarl.org

‘-k ek and on
> )

f

IMPORT AND DOMESTIC

(734) 699-3641
FAX: (734) 699-3856

112 Davis St.
Belleville, Ml 48111

Burhop's Colllision

Bobpy aND FENDER REPAIR
CompLETE GLASS INSTALLATION

Towing Available
Open Weekdays 8 a.m — 5 p.m.

(] (] |

"QualityL;nd Service ygu can depend on"

C.A.L. Plumbing & Heating
FREE ESTIMATES! 697-1777

Call Charles "Toby" Leis - anytime
Certified Back Flow Cross
}  Connection Inspector
& Testing

Licensed Master Plumber
#81-10257 "Insured"

U U

* QUIT CLAIM DEEDS * MOTIONS

* POWER OF ATTORNEY / WILLS

Save 80% DIVORCE (starting at $75)
SSI & DISABILITY CASES

You can have confidence with CS&R
Judges say our briefs are the “best they have read”

* ELMINATE BACK CHILD SUPPORT

“Helping you to get a fresh start today!”
AAA rated member of the BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU

CS & R DIVORCE & DISABILITY 734-425-1074
28473 WARREN ROAD, GARDEN CITY, MI 48135 (located in the MERCEDES PLAZA)
WEBSITE: www.GetitDoneWithoutLawyers.com

AERLED
O HAMICE

=

Hours Mon - Fri
Bam - Spm

Chwner
Randy Martin

Martin & Son

Auto Repair
734-697-7765

401 Sumpter Rd
Belleville Mi 48111

W

A

N
LICENSED I
INSURED 7

21321 KARR RD
BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

RESIDENTIAL AND
COMMERCIAL TIM BOWMAN

westbranchbuilders@yahoo.com

gsT BRANCH BUILDg,

SERVING OUR
COMMUNITY FOR
OVER 38 YEARS

PHONE 734-476-1098

LOOK

Made you look! Start advertising in the
Belleville-Area Independent today and
get noticed too. Home of the buy 3 ads,
get 1 free. Call Advertising Manager
Bob Mytych at 734-699-9020 today!
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Frnom Oun Zamily To Yourno!

Davicd C LB rown Suneral Some

460 E. HURON RIVER DR., BELLEVILLE, MI 48111
(734) 697-4500
David C. Brown, Manager ¢ Shelly A. Brown-Chudzinski, Dlrector

o o L CTED T:\ Complete Line of Monuments & Markers. »‘v - .
p=cio i www.DAVIDCBROWNFH.com N -

Higgerson & Neal
Funeral Home

Continuing An 85 Year Belleville Tradition Since 1932

James L. Higgerson, Manager
Beverly E. Neal, Director

209 Main Street
Belleville, Michigan 48111

N s 734-697-9400
VI IT US AT WWW HNFHOME.COM

734 - 482 - 6000
320 N. Washington - Ypsilanti, Ml

JANOWIAK
FUNERAL HOME
WHERE FAMILIES COME FIRST

734 - 699 - 6000
19865 Sumpter Road - Belleville, Mi

janowiakfuneralhome.com

Funeral Service

Funeral Service with Burial with Cremation to Follow

Service Charge ..........coooovvrrnns $4,790.00 Service Charge ...........ccoocrvrrreins $4,730.00
Casket 5 colors made in U.S.A. ..... $1,350.00 Ceremonial Rental Casket ... $1,095.00
T i R R Y $700.00 Register Book Package ... $140.00
Register Book Package ....................... $140.00 Crematory....... i L 20 TR $150.00
S i A S SN $6,980.00 Total ... e el $6,115.00
Same Day Service ... $6,485.00 Same Day Service ... $5,620.00

Includes arrangement conference,

Simplified
Cremation

$1,695

Service Charges to include Basic Service of Funeral Director and Staff, Embalming, Other Preparation
of Body, Visitation at Funeral Home or Other Facility, Funeral Service at Funeral Home or Other Facility,
Transfer to Funeral Home 30 mile radius, Hearse and Service Vehicle. Website Obituary and Video Tribute.
Other charges may include sales tax, cemetery charges, newspaper notices.

local transportation, crematory,
cremation container,

website obituary

and video tribute.

| Obituaries

) ( - Patricia Ann Burnette
: ¢

lﬂt r‘. )

PATRICIA ANN BURNETTE

(June 4, 1949 -- December 19,2017)

Patricia Ann Burnette, 68, of Clinton, passed
away December 19, 2017 at her home. She was
born June 4, 1949 to the late Ruth (McManamy)
and Nolan Wilson of Belleville, MI.

Patricia loved being surrounded by her
grandchildren and nieces/nephews. She loved
viewing the different wildlife that would pass
by her windows daily to say “hello” as she
would say. She was retired from U of M hospital
where she leaves many numerous friends and
colleagues she loved. She loved honoring
veterans and her flag.

Patricia is survived by her son, Charles Leslie-
Nolan (Lorraine) Burnette of Clinton; sister,
Cheryl (Steve) Miller of Northport, Alabama;
grandchildren, Kaitlyn, Shaun and Steven;
granddog Dutch and numerous nieces and
nephews.

In addition to her parents, she was preceded in
death by her son, Scott Burnette; sisters Linda
Cassell and Pamela Wilson; grandparents and
her dearest friend Evie Shaw.

A celebration of life will be held in January,
2018.

pursefuneralhome.com

MARY LOU NORRIS

(January 23, 1928 -- December 20, 2017)

Age 89. Survived by children Brenda
Watkins, Ronnie Norris, and Vicki Sexton; 9
grandchildren; 8 great-grandchildren. A service
was held at David C. Brown Funeral Home
Dec. 22. www.davidcbrownfh.com

BEVERLY ANN SINGLETON

(March 20, 1953 - December 22, 2017)

Age 64, of Romulus. Survived by children Bill,
Ken, Chris, and Angela; grandchildren Logan,
Alex, Brevin and Chloe; her sister, “Pepper”
Wilcox. Services were Dec. 27 at David C.
Brown Funeral Home, Belleville.
www.davidcbrownfh.com

VBT Clerk’s office
marks 5 years providing
coats for school kids

This year marked the fifth anniversary
the Van Buren Township clerk’s office
provided the gift of warmth to students
in the Van Buren Public School District.
Since beginning the “Coats for School
Kids” program the clerk’s office has
distributed over 350 new winter coats.

This year’s donation was made possible
by the generous support of Atchinson
Ford, Waste Management, Gasiorek,
Morgan, Greco, & McCauley, McKenna
& Associates, Dipietro & Day, Johnson,
Rosati, Schultz & Joppich PC, Trustee
Martin and Trustee Miller.

Van Buren Township Press Release
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City residents advised to
take vehicles off streets
for snow emergencies

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

The day after the Dec. 13, six-inch
snowfall that closed schools and Van Buren
Township offices, the Belleville Planning
Commission heard a report from Building
Officia/DPW Director Rick Rutherford
about clearing the city streets.

He said he was operating after having just
two hours of sleep the night before.

Rutherford said the city declared a snow
emergency, which meant people should
get their vehicles off city streets so his
department could plow.

And, some didn’t and it was hard to plow
around parked vehicles.

Rutherford said the city’s snow
emergency was announced on television
and on the community electronic bulletin
board at Main and High.

Planning Commissioner Kelly Bates
asked if they could put it on Nixel next
time and Rutherford said they could.

City Manager Diana Kollmeyer said it’s
illegal for people to snowblow their snow
into the roadway. She said West Huron
River Drive was good on her way home,
except where the snow was pushed into the
roadway.

Rutherford said they try to enforce it.

He said it was past 2 a.m. earlier that
day when he was coming down Main
Street and he saw a person blowing a large
amount of snow into the street. He said a
lot of businesses were complaining.

She said city hall got a lot of complaints
and she told the staff to brace themselves
because that always happens with the first
snowfall of the season.

There are always complaints about
the city trucks putting snow over newly
shoveled driveways as they plow the
streets, she said.

Commissioners complimented the city
workers on their snow-removal efforts.

On the agenda of the Dec. 14 meeting
was approval of a sign for White Pine
Dentistry, which recently opened with a
temporary sign at 187 Main Street.

Andy Smith, owner of FASTSIGNS of
Ann Arbor, was on hand to present the
PVC-covered wood, non-illuminated sign
that he had reduced in size to meet the
ordinance.

The streetscape wall at his corner was a
consideration in the design of the sign.

“He was willing to show up as a good
business man,” Rutherford said.

Commissioner Michael Renaud said the
sign doesn’t comply with the ordinance
because it should be a monument sign.
But, he said, a monument sign wouldn’t
be appropriate. He said he thinks the sign
presented is fine.

He said the 24” wall in front of the sign
would block some of the sign and the
ordinance needs revising.

The commission approved the sign as
presented.

(continued on page 10)
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Court Watching:
Bradley McKinnies faces

six charges of criminal
sexual conduct, 2 others

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

Bradley James McKinnies, 28, faced four
charges of criminal sexual conduct in the
first degree (relationship), two charges of
CSC in the second degree (relationship),
and one charge of child abuse-commercial
activity before Judge David Parrott at 34th
District Court on Dec. 20 on the date of his
preliminary exam.

He is being held at the Wayne County Jail
on bond of $10,000/10%.

The alleged crimes took place in the City
of Belleville on Nov. 29. Another charge
of child abuse second degree on that date
was pending and Judge Tina Brooks Green
arraigned him on that child abuse charge
during his second court session later that
day.

Judge Parrott adjourned the preliminary
exam until 10 a.m., Jan. 17, so McKinnies’
attorney could get more discovery to study
in preparation for his defense.

The attorney asked the judge to reduce
the bond, since McKinnies grew up in the
community and has no ties to any other
community and so wouldn’t be a flight risk.
His grandfather and mother were present
in the courtroom. He said McKinnies has
no criminal history and has a new job as
a tow truck driver, but he is not sure if the
job is still available. He stressed he was
not asking for personal bond, but asked for
$5,000 bond and a GPS tether.

Judge Parrott said the court has pretrial
services for a reason and McKinnies was
referred to the service and the service
thought a significant bond reduction would
be good, but pretrial services did not know
about the additional charge of child abuse
being added.

“I find the bond good for the safety
of the community because of the new
charge,” Judge Parrott said. The bond was
not reduced any further. On Dec. 13, Judge
Green had referred the defendant to pretrial
services and the bond had been lowered
from the original $500,000/10%.

~JAGKSON

Alexander David Denski
Alexander David Denski, 36, waived his
preliminary exam on Dec. 20 before Judge
David Parrott on a charge of larceny in a
building on March 25 in VBT. He is free
on $10,000 personal recognizance bond
and due at circuit court on Dec. 27 to face
the charge.
Jacob Ryan Kowalczyk
Jacob Ryan Kowalczyk, 21, who is
lodged in the Wayne County Jail, waived
his preliminary exam on a charge of
breaking and entering in a building on
March 27 in VBT. He is due to be in circuit
court on Dec. 27 for his arraignment on
the information. Attorney Daniel Bitar
said his client is eligible for HYTA (an act
that gives help to youth in trouble) and the
incident happened nine months ago with no
new incidents. He asked for personal bond
and a tether. Judge Parrott continued the
bond of $10,000/10%, but gave a referral
to pretrial services.
Joseph Lee Harvey
Joseph Lee Harvey, 20, a co-defendant
with Kowalczyk, also waived his
preliminary exam before Judge Parrott
and was bound over to circuit court for a
Jan. 3 arraignment on the information. He
is charged with breaking and entering of
a building on March 27 in VBT. He had
posted his bond of $10,000/10% and that
bond was continued. A third co-defendant
in that incident is Dakota Gene Herzberg
who is yet to be arrested.
Madison Ray Welzin
Madison Ray Welzin, 17, waived his
preliminary exam on charges of receiving
and concealing a stolen vehicle, malicious
destruction of property, and breaking
and entering/illegal entry without the
owner’s permission on May 23 in Sumpter
Township. Welzin was in the courtroom
via video from the Wayne County Jail.
He is scheduled to be at circuit court to
face the charges on Dec. 27. His court-
appointed attorney Daniel Bitar told Judge
Parrott that the defendant’s mother was
in the courtroom and she would like him
out of jail for the holidays. Judge Parrott
referred Welzin to pre-trial services for a
determination.
Talicia Lalonda Harris
Charges were dismissed against Talicia
Lalonda Harris, 28, when the prosecutor

HEWITT

TAR SERVIGE

841 Sumpter Rd., Belleville, Ml 48111

| LOCATED IN OLD SECRETARY OF STATE PLAZA |

[ We are Happy to announce you can apply for an Express )
Refund Advance from MetaBank® Up to $3,200 with
no fee, 0% APR Loan and High Approval Rates.

It's simple and easy. We’re looking forward to seeing you.

Please call for further details and an Appointment.
\ 7134-732-45514 )

Business & Corporation Taxes Also Completed
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was unable to proceed because the
complaining witness failed to appear.
Harris was lodged and faced charges of
unauthorized driving away of a motor
vehicle, receiving and concealing a stolen
motor vehicle, felonious assault, larceny
in a building, and two counts of malicious
destruction of property in VBT on Oct. 4.
She was accompanied by two guards from
the Michigan Department of Corrections.
She had been lodged in the Huron Valley
Complex/Women because of an alleged
parole violation.
Kellie Lisa McCallister
Kellie Lisa McCallister, 45, was bound
over to circuit court for an arraignment on
the information on a charge of first-degree
retail fraud in VBT on Sept. 25. She is free
after posting $10,000/10% bond.
Michael Gabriel Patterson

The charge of home invasion-third degree
against Michael Gabriel Patterson, 27, on
Oct. 31 in VBT was dismissed during the
Dec. 13 session before Judge Green. He
said he posted his bond of $10,000/10% at
VBT and Judge Green said the court has no
record of it, so he will have to go to VBT to
get it returned to him.

Marlin Lakeith Glenn

Marlin Lakeith Glenn, 26, waived his
preliminary exam on an uttering and
publishing charge and on Dec. 13, Judge
Green bound him over for his arraignment
on the information at circuit court on Jan.
10. The offense is alleged to have occurred
July 18,2016 in VBT.

Jonathan Lowell Bivens

Jonathan Lowell Bivens, 47, waived his
preliminary exam on a charge of unlawful
driving of a car stolen 18 days earlier in
Ann Arbor and the count of receiving
and concealing a stolen vehicle was
dismissed. He had his arraignment on the

(continued on page 9)

JOE’S APPLIANCES

© ' \NESELL USED
i APPLIANCES!
L EBUR pick-up & betvery
In-Home Service Calls Too!

i
(734) 697-3206

Bemis Road @ Savage Roads

Suits 17

L@ Etute Planing
| Ty L @ Pty L
| 752 O)Vain (SE.

Pellwitle, Ok, 48777 www.myewm/em.m

® Drabate ® Oviminal Law

Cu/34-718-857%

" BETHANY

810 E. HURON RIVER DR. BELLEVILLE, Ml | 734.697.7456
Sunday | Adult Bible Fellowship & Children’s Sunday School
9:45am | Morning Worship 11am
Wednesday | BBC Kids & Teens | Financial Peace 6:45pm
Celebrate Recovery | Mid Week Service | Bible For Life 7pm
Visit bethanybiblechurch.com for more info

RIVER OF LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
870 Savage Rd., Belleville, MI 48111
Worship Sunday: 9:30 a.m. & 11:30 a.m.

Wednesday Family Night: 7-8:15 p.m.

Boys & Girls Ministries, Youth, College & Career, and Seniors Ministry.

Visit rol-ag.com  (734) 699-6700

Faith Assembly Church
Sunday School — 10:00 a.m.
Worship Service — 11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study — 7:00 p.m.

894 E. Huron River Drive, Belleville, Ml 48111

Find us on Facebook! or www.faithassemblybelleville.com

ST. ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH
409 W. Columbia Ave., Belleville, Ml 48111
(734) 697-1211
= Saturday Mass: 6:00pm
= Sunday Masses: 8:30am & 10:30am
stanthonybelleville.weconnect.com

OPEN ARMS LUTHERAN
CHURCH & DAYCARE
7865 Belleville Rd., Belleville, Ml 48111
(734) 699-5000
9 a.m. Adult Bible Class 10 a.m. Worship
WwWWw. narm nter.com

WouLD YOU LIKE TO HAVE
YOUR CHURCH LISTED IN
THIS DIRECTORY?
CALL ADVERTISING
MANAGER BoB M YTYCH AT
734-699-9020 TOoDAY!
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If you prelease
one of our
NEW homes
(coming in December)
the first month is

FREE.

(Up to an $850 value!*)

I' Franklin

Manufactured Homes Communities

Call one of our sales associates today or
visit our website for details on our homes.

FranklinHomeSales.com

Belleville Manor Van Buren Estates Mohawk
734-699-7700 734-697-6159 734-513-4108
Belleville Road just 1 mile 3 miles south of -94 Joy Road between
north of I-94 at the Rawsonville exit Middlebelt and Inkster

*WAC. See one of our housing experts for details. Offer expires 12-31-17.

EQUALHOUSING
GPPORTUNITY

- 9624 Belleville Rd., Belleville, MI
. 734-697-1000

Hours: Monday - Saturday 6am - 10pm, Sunday 7am - 9pm

www.leosconeyisland.com
INEWW4 BREAKFAST SPECIALS

* Monpay - FriDAY ¢ 6am - 11AMm
WinirER SpEEIALSE”  sTARTING AT ONLY $2.79
StarTING AT $8.99

WitH BEVERAGE PURCHASE
& EnJoy DINNERs LIKE
* RIBS - MEATLOAF -

* ROASTED TURKEY -
- STUFFED CABBAGE -

No Coupon

e POLISH SAUSAGE - CLOWN MAGICIAN
. . | FACE PAINTING TABLE
S;UFF:D Gks““ PE:PER & BALLOONS MAGIC
"'.":"';Aui" Zf:r ; oF Mondays Thursdays
) 6-8 p.m. 6-8:30 p.m.

‘Comes Wit CHoice oF Porato

| Your Entire Bill | | Your Entire Bill

of $25 or More 11 of $20 or More
or 1 or 1

10% OFF || $1°° OFF |

From Our Family !
\
i Your Entire Bill ! ! Your Entire Bill !
1
|

To Yours...

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
And Thank You,
We Appreciate
Your Business!

of $10 or More of $10 or More

With coupon. Not to be With coupon. Not to be
combined with any other combined with any other
offer or discount. Bl

offer or discount. BAly
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HRW(C offers free workshops on
how to be local ‘Change Makers’

The Huron River Watershed Council
(HRWC) will help residents get involved
in local government decision-making that
impacts the quality of our home waters.

It will host workshops in Green Oak
Township, Belleville, and Chelsea in
January and February of 2018 to teach

Court watching

(continued from page 8)

information at circuit court on Dec. 20 and
a disposition conference has been set for
Jan. 12. The incident occurred on Nov. 25
in VBT. He was arrested on Nov. 27 and
has been in the Wayne County Jail since
then on a $25,000/10% bond. Judge Green
reduced his bond to $10,000/10% and gave
him credit for time served to close out a
speeding ticket.
Timothy William Barr

Timothy William Barr, 28, had two
separate charges against him. One charge
was aggravated stalking and malicious use
of telecommunication services in Sumpter
Township on Oct. 13. The other charge
is assault with a dangerous weapon and
domestic violence, also on Oct 13.

He is being held in the Wayne County
Jail on bond of $50,000/10% on each set of
charges. He waived his preliminary exam
on both matters and was arraigned on the
information at circuit court on Dec. 20. A
disposition conference has been set for Jan.
11.

His attorney asked for personal bond
for Barr since he has a job at West Branch
Builders and lives with someone other than
the victim. Judge Green referred him to
pretrial services to consider the bond.

Robert John Sills

Robert John Sills, 17, was scheduled for
his preliminary exam on Dec. 20 before
Judge Parrott on four charges of breaking
and entering a motor vehicle to steal
property less than $200 and one charge
of larceny from a motor vehicle. The
exam was adjourned to a later date. This
allegedly occurred on Nov. 26 in VBT. His
retained attorney is Murray Duncan.

potential “Change Makers” about the
Huron River and its watershed, the impacts
of development on clean water, how local
governments make decisions, and the
many ways to connect with and influence
the process.

Local governments are comprised of
people who care about the quality of life
in our communities and anyone can get
involved, said Kris Olsson of HRWC.
Interested residents can attend local
government meetings, offer comments on
ordinance and master plan revisions or
specific developments, seek appointment to
a planning commission or run for election.

By understanding how local policies
impact local water supplies for drinking and
recreation, residents can greatly increase
their ability to influence government
decisions in support of clean water.

HRWC’s Change Makers Boot Camp
will teach participants basic river-friendly
policies that protect clean water and how to
navigate their local government’s decision-
making processes.

The workshops are free and open to
all Huron River watershed residents.
Participants can come to any one of the
three workshops. Register in advance at
www.hrwc.org/changemakers .

e Tuesday, Jan. 23, 6-9 p.m.; Green
Oak Township, 10001 Silver Lake Road,
Brighton, MI 48116

* Tuesday, Jan. 30, 6-8:30 p.m.; Belleville
Area District Library, 167 Fourth St.,
Belleville, MI 48111

* Wednesday, Feb. 7; 5:30-8 p.m.; Chelsea
District Library, 221 S Main St., Chelsea,
MI 48118

Change Makers will learn about:

¢ The Huron River and its watershed;

* How development of neighborhoods
and businesses throughout the watershed
impact water quality and natural areas;

e How local governments make
decisions about the location and design of
development; and

* How residents can get involved with
their local government to influence these
decisions.

(continued on page 18)

Jim Ford Realtor
734-776-3030

HAPPY NEW YEAR
From Jim Ford & FMAR

Friends of Michigan Animal Rescue

Jford @cbpreferred.com

Preferred Realtors

44644 Ann Arbor Rd., Suite A, Plymouth, Michigan 48170
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Motorcycle Club donates

On Dec. 15, Iron Coffins Motorcycle Club - Washtenaw donated $950 in Walmart gift
certificates to Robert Jenson, Principal of Bishop Elementary School in the Lincoln
School District, to be distributed to needy families in this area. It was arranged by the
school social worker Kate Menez. The club donates directly to people that chapter
members determine are in need of help. They donate all of the funds given to them by
their sponsors directly to the recipients in an effort to do the most good they can. Sponsors
that donated were: E&M Auto Parts, Bozzo’s Limos and Auto Body, Welders Welding,
A&M Leather, Poco traffic control, Benito’s Pizza, All Better Construction, All in One
Home Improvement, Mitchel’s Storage, Diesel and ICMC Washtenaw. From left in the
picture are Principal Jenson, Spooner (John Chapman), Stretch, Lil Logan, and Ziptie.

Belleville Plan

(continued from page 7)

“If you find yourself in a hole, stop digging.”
— Will Rogers

Then, commissioners pointed out several
signs in the city that are not compliant with
the ordinance.

“We do need to look at the sign ordinance,”
Rutherford agreed.

Commissioner John Juriga said there
are seven major religions and the cross at
Hayward’s is inappropriate. He said he is
a Christian, but he thinks that cross should
go.

City Manager Kollmeyer said the cross is
on private property.

Rutherford said the Supreme Court ruled
on content and the cross is not a sign.

“I’ll enforce what the council wants,”
Rutherford said, listing his many duties.
“If you want me to spend my time at 34th
District Court on an uphill battle on a
greasy slope, that’s what I’'ll do.”

No one asked him to do that.

Commissioner Henry Kurczewski asked
Rutherford to give the commission a list of
issues they could address that could make
his job easier.

Commission chairman Steve Jones said
there have been court cases and updates
in technology since the last time the
commission looked at the sign ordinance.

Jones said the commission will look at
the sign ordinance and it will be on the
February agenda. In January they will
finish up work on the Master Plan draft.

Kollmeyer said the desired joint
meeting with the Belleville Downtown
Development Authority and the City
Council on the Master Plan could be set in
February at the earliest.
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Stopping for a photo at the Dec. 1 party of the Southwestern Wayne (County) Democratic
Club were, from left, Democratic candidate for Michigan Governor Gretchen Whitmer,
Barry Robinson of Sumpter Township, Democratic candidate for Michigan Attorney
General Dana Nessel, and Jay Bardell of Sumpter Township.

Willis Feed Mill
& Wildlife Feed & Lures

¢ Garden Seed, Lawn Seed and Lawn Care Products
* Pond Chemicals and Fish Food [ T @
* Dog and Cat Food

* Wild Bird and Squirrel Food

* Certified Organic Products ¢ Hay and Straw
* Poultry Food ¢ Horse and Livestock Feed

10200 Railroad Street, Willis, Michigan

(South end of Meridian St, off Willis Rd, Between Rawsonville and Bunton)

o seing vou so G?@@D A SET=17]1q] willisfeed@att.net

to seeing you soon.

Hours:
Mon-Fri 9am-6Pm © SAT 9AM-5pM

Harpy HoLipays

Front

PERSPECTIVE EYECARE

Perspective Eyecare would like to remind you to check your Flex Spending Ac-
counts. Many FSAs have a “use it or lose 1t policy. Your FSA dollars can be used
tor nearly any eyewear expense, including second pairs and sunglasses.
Ciome in or call and ask about our deals!

. perspective

. EYECARE.
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“SI-IADOW”

If you’'ve found yourself wishing
for more energy this holiday
season than give yourself the
gift of Shadow. She’s a 3 year
and 4 month old Chocolate Lab
mix with a ton of happy energy to
share. Shadow will show you
how to get excited about life by
sharing her love and eagerness
in enjoying everything she does
or encounters. Her energy is
high and excited outside as she
explores on walks or playtime
but does mellow inside to a level
suited for indoor fun. She has a
carefree and lively personality
ready to make friends and be
the life of the party where ever
she goes. She has also shown
us she’s ready to learn and
will do great in training classes
especially if food is involved.
Shadow will make a good
family addition and should do
great with kids and in an active
household she gets to be a
part of. She does react strongly
to cats outside and might not
make a good Kkitty friend but
then again she may relax with
more exposure if you have
a patient kitty. Her chocolate
brown coat is shiny and silky
soft and when she pleads with
her pretty brown eyes to go have
some fun you will be unable to
resist. Give yourself the gift that
will just keep giving by meeting
Shadow. She’s spayed,
vaccinated and micro-chipped.
Call Friends of Michigan
Animals Rescue at
734-461-9458 or visit
our website fmar1.org
for more information.
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QUALITY CARING SERVICE AT AFFORDABLE PRICES
CROWNS « ROOT CANALS  EXTRACTIONS
FILLINGS « WHITENING - BONDING
DENTURES (SOFT & FLEXIBLE)

(eIIEY 13" N1 (7]-1K:1d HEALTHY KIDS DENTAL| .t
Affordable Prices! Accepting Blue Cross Complete,
SENIOR & MILITARY United Health, Molina,
DISCOUNTS

Meridian & Medicaid!

OUPON

L ]
=<

SAME DAY DENTURE REPAIRS TRV . -YA V. ¥ &4
Immediate Dentures and 781 Sumpter Rd. Belleville
Fllppers Available. (IN BELLE PLAZA)

_______________________________________________________

CONPLETEEYTIRE m PHTAL $3008 I NEW PATIENT § 1000

Independent photo by Bob Mytych
The owners of the Professional
Building at 152 Main Street
passed out free popcorn before the
Winterfest parade Dec. 2. From left
are Steve and Gayl Parr and Jim
and Denise Baker. Their building
had been a movie theater, starting
in the 1940s, and eventually was
remodeled into an office building.
Bob Mytych, advertising manager
of the Independent, with offices in
the building, recreated the facade of
the Belvil Theater on the building
for the Christmas holidays.

Includes 1
Exam, Cleaning :
§XRays 1

_______________________________________________________

SUMPTER
COLLISION

“A Family Tradition Since 1957"

James Chudzinski
Owner

21585 Sumpter Rd.
Belleville, Ml 48111

71734.699.7758
jim@sumptercollision.com
www.sumptercollision.com

All Insurances Welcome
Ltd. Lifetime Guarantee
Onsite Rental Cars
R.V. Repair
Auto Glass

Motorcycle
& Watercraft

See
us i
on

Ch
TRAI[N]E@
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OUR!50% OUR!50%
YEAR!, YEAR!,
* CHIMNEYS BUILT - Since 1962 FREE ESTIMATES
REPAIRED & CLEANED LICENSED  INSURED
STATE LIC # 40800
* SCREENS INSTALLED ? x
* TUCK POINTING £ 5 @
g ¥ -VISA
 ROOFING & GUTTERS SERVING BELLEVILLE &

SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN
www.bestchimneyandroofing.com

— * RESIDENTIAL 3R773]]
Photo courtesy Bellevﬂle ngh School * COMMERCIAL PORCHES,

COMPENSATION &
Three Belleville High School students signed letters of intent to play football in college. GENERAL LIABILITY TO _
From left are Patrick Lupro, Western Michigan University; Kmare Carey, Western | * VIOLATIONS CORRECTED PROTECT HOME OWNER

Michigan University; and Davion Williams, Michigan State University.

White Pine
Yoor Sondle Comes Fenst!

Affordable, Kind, and Convenient.

Call Us Today: (734) 252-6002 187 Main Street, downtown Belleville
www.WhitePineDentalHealth.com info@whitepinedentalhealth.com

WORKERS

«Now Booking New Patientse

Comprehensive Dentistry for Adults and Kids = Convenient Evening and Weekend
Appointments * Accept Most Insurances * Easy-to-Understand Treatment Plans *
Affordably Set Prices * Modern Digital Dental Practice * Comfort Amenities

Gary Marshall, left, and Jo Gardner, right, of the Belleville Area Lions Club recently
presented John and Toni Watkins, center, of the Van Buren Eagles #3996, with a check
for $100 to help with their recent fund raiser in support of the Fraternal Order of Eagles
Diabetes Research Center at the University of Iowa.

SV Mexican
3%9 Restaurant

.Qifr.’ W@ 4@ 4O
W) \ﬁ@l PRY,
3 &7@0\w ¥§%!I:f:!

Cash h Open New Year’s Eve Noon - 7:30 p.m.
Sale TROVE local checks p p

The Belleville-Area
Independent New Website
is Now Online! Visit us @

bellevilleareaindependent.com
Read The Newspaper
On The Web!

9
Hunting Gear Sports Closed New Year’s Day
Guns, Bows F ' Memorabilia
Krdves (734) 699- 4,433 Yohic 0o GIEIRGERIIEICAESYAV/AIIABIE
Fishing Poles Hp Collectibles www.dospesosmexicanrestaurant.com
Fishing Lures Boating -
Lionel Trains Tueﬁff,‘,‘,’ tosgt,‘,‘,'{,f'ay Accessories 1 1 800 Bel Iev. I Ie Rd =

668 E. Huron River Drive, Belleville, MI 48111 69 7-57 77 o=mmss
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VBT landfill

(continued from page 1)

fund was to be released to the township
immediately upon signing. The township
also has the option of leasing the golf
course clubhouse from Waste Management
for $1 a year and WM will pay $15,000 a
year for the building’s maintenance. It is
yet to be determined if the township will
use the building.

“I appreciate the community coming out
and raising questions and I don’t have the
answers they seek -- and I’'m a trustee!”
Trustee Frazier said. “The process we went
through smells rotten.”

Trustee Frazier said the document on
Waste Management finances came from
Plante Moran to Supervisor McNamara on
Aug. 8, but it wasn’t passed on to the board
then.

“We’ve had this information just 22
days,” Frazier said, adding the board hasn’t
gotten the information out to the public.

“Shame on us for not getting with the
community,” Frazier continued, adding
that she appreciates Waste Management’s
service and this is a complex issue, “and I
don’t feel comfortable taking it lightly ...
I know how a community becomes reliant
on landfill revenue.”

Frazier said Waste Management supplies
30% of the VBT budget.

“We can’t walk away from our landfill,”
she said. “But we should have had public
hearings, get public input. It shouldn’t
have been brought to us the way it was.

“I feel betrayed,” Frazier continued.
“You thought it was a good idea,” she said
to Supervisor McNamara. “You negotiated
it. What’s new in it?”

Supervisor McNamara said the
replacement of the $4 million golf course
and the ability to bid out trash pick up to
the lower bidder, instead of paying Waste
Management for the pick up.

During public comments, it was pointed
out that Supervisor McNamara, Clerk
Wright, and Treasurer Budd all took

734.330.0907

We solve the equation for you!

Lisa Amador - Enrolled Agent

www.AmadorAccounting.com

e Accounting
¢ Bookkeeping

¢ Business Consulting
¢ Payroll
¢ Tax Prep

Phone: 734.330.0907
Fax: 734.390.0274
Lisa@AmadorAccounting.com

¢

A

LOW COST WELLNESS AND VACCINE CLINIC
WITH DR. JOHN HERMANN D.V.M.

NO APPOINTMENT REQUIRED
The Pet Spa 2
The Pet Resort

Family Farm and Home

Fluff & Puff Grooming

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

970 Sumpter Road in Belleville
50425 Bemis Road in Belleville
27301 Telegraph Road in Flat Rock

36628 Goddard Road in Romulus

For a complete list of clinic locations, dates and times please visit our website
www.mobilevetclinic.biz and click on the link that says upcoming clinics to be taken to
the monthly calendar or call us @ 313-686-5701 with any questions

CANINE SERVICES
Exam (Eye,Skin,Ear) $21
Rabies Vaccine 1 year $14

Rabies Vaccine 3 year $16

Dhpp with or without Lepto, Corona and Bordatella Vaccine Combo $47

Heartworm Test $19
Fecal Test $12
Microchipping $30 (includes registration)
Toe Nail Trim $7

Anal Gland Expression $15

EELINE SERVICES

Exam (Eye,Skin,Ear) $21

**prevention available with negative results**

RCP (Distemper) & Feline Leukemia Vaccine Combo $ 36

Rabies Vaccine 1 year $15

Feline Leukemia/Aids Test $38
Microchipping $30 (includes registration)
*x*We also carry a wide variety of flea and tick prevention

Rabies 3 year Vaccine $17

Hkkkok ok ke

campaign contributions from Waste
Management.

“All three of you who took money from
Waste Management, shame on you,”
Frazier said.

“I resent highly that yesterday [during
the work/study session] when I said six
people have spoken on issue, the one with
the most information on the landfill hasn’t
spoken,” Frazier said. “I went to her office
and she said it’s a good deal,” referring to
Treasurer Budd. “I’m disappointed.”

“We gave more information on this
this...” McNamara responded. “This has
been around for four years ... Trustees were
elected to make difficult decisions.”

“I will give you my opinion,” Budd
stated, but did not continue.

McNamara said that there are no landfill
gas payments, a question asked by a
resident making a public comment. He said
Sumpter Township didn’t get a check from
its landfill for gas. He said Ameresco has
the gas rights for Woodland Meadows. The
gas is sent north to Woodland Meadows
landfill in Canton.

As to the deed restriction, McNamara
said, the land was supposed to be industrial
and the landfill could have expanded, so
the deed restriction was put in place.

“Why do we use the landfill money for
the general fund?” McNamara asked,
referring to one of the questions asked. He
said Canton used its landfill money to build
things for the community and the residents
paid with taxes to run the township. He
said VBT used landfill money to run the
township.

“People have overwhelmingly told me
they don’t want taxes,” McNamara said,
adding this deal with Waste Management
would mean 40 years without a tax increase
for VBT.

He said the use of the closed landfill is
not yet determined and the Environmental
Commission will be working on that.

“We’re getting so much more than anyone
else out there,” McNamara said referring
to other communities with landfills. “It’s a
game of poker.”

As to seniors who can’t pay for trash
pickup, McNamara said he brought a
program into the township for seniors who
can’t pay for their water.

“I don’t know how we’re going to do
it, but we will,” he said of help for seniors

Don't Buy A Furace l.IntiInu Call

T A 7 e G
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who can’t pay for trash pick up, adding,
“Waste Management Charities?”

Frazier suggested asking the community
what it wants to do with the $8 million and
McNamara said, “What this board decides
to do with the money, the $8 million, you
will vote.”

“Last year, August or so, VBT was looking
at receivership in 2019,” McNamara said,
adding the passage of the public safety
millage buoyed the township finances up.

“The grants [from the landfill] will
maintain our levels of services and there
is no reason to raise taxes for 40 years,”
McNamara said. He noted the federal
government makes you pay long-term debt
first, referring to the Visteon bonds.

“This agreement makes VBT solid as the
Rock of Gibraltar,” McNamara said.

Trustee White went through the pages
of the agreement and pointed out the
sedimentation ponds on Ecorse Road and
the loss of $200,000 a year for the tax fee,
under the laws of the State of Texas, since
Waste management is headquartered there.

White predicted another amendment to
the landfill agreement in five to six years,
since that has been the history.

White said people in the community
spend their money better than the township
spends their money. He referred to the
extended cab pickup truck recently
purchased for a building official to make
her rounds. He said the cancellation of
curbside pickup will cost the residents $56
million out of their pockets over the next
40 years of the agreement.

White said Waste Management does an
outstanding job and he has no issues with
how they operate. But, they make $26
million in annual profit and he doesn’t
believe in his heart that Waste Management
would leave if it didn’t get this agreement
signed.

“I don’t see the big rush to approve this,”
White said. “Looks like we’ll be on the
losing end of this.”

He said the township’s debt services
could be solved by the board with money
it already has. He said the board gets
investment reports from the township
every three months and, “We are in good
shape financially -- not as bad off as you
think.”

Trustee Martin said he is in favor of

(continued on page 15)

mswuun
FO8 MILTARY, TEACHERS,
Y, STATE & COUNTY
ENPLOTEES!

COMFORT SYSTEMS .. canguin §

Your HEATING & CooLING FAMILY

Have You Been Turned
Down for Credit? WE CAN HELP!

Credit Problems? Bankruptcy?
NO PROEBEBLEM

| We can design a system and budget plan just for you.

J% Furnace Installed

180 Days Same As Cash

6 Mo. 0% Interest
No Payments

Furnace Installed

10 year parts and labor

For Free Estimates, Call

(313) 381-2800 ==

, 20740 Ecorse Road, Taylor, Ml 48180 E

L\
. ) SUPER HIGH
g aslowas 31015 EFFICIENCV aslow 3531650 EFFICIENCY
E)) i
2

Humidifer & Digital
Thermostat with Installation
of Furnace & Central Air!

* FAMILY OWNED FOR OVER 38 YEARS! e
T e e g



Page 14

Belleville Area Independent/December 28, 2017

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

FOR SALE SERVICES MANUFACTURED HOMES FOR SALE HELP WANTED

HOSPITAL BED, semi-electric
compressor.  Excellent  shape.
(734) 325-7310

3 BABY POTBELLY PIGS. Parents on-
site. $100/ea. OBO. (734) 307-6609
MEYERS 8 YELLOW SNOW BLADE
with lights & controls. $1,400 OBO.
(734) 474-1382

with
$50.

12/28

12/28

12/28

JAMES DEAN: Poster, also 12”x15”
tin photo, & a 157x9.5” full head
picture. Individual gun carrying cases.
(734) 578-2824

01/04

SEASONED HARD WOOD. 90%
oak. $70 per face cord. You pick up
or $10 delivery fee for Belleville.
(734) 693-4712 o1/11

VEHICLE FOR SALE

’93 CHEVY VAN, C-20, 79K, auto. Must
see, $2,300 and ’97 Ranger, 5-speed,
130K. $850. (734) 474-1382
1998 Cadillac Sedan Deville. 4-door,
low miles, Very nice condition. 1998
Ford Ranger PU. 4-cylinder, auto, power,
sport wheels & new tires. No rust. Nice
condition. Reasonable. 2002 GMC SLS
PU. 4-door, power & air. Camper cap.
Very nice condition. (734) 695-0819

WANTED

WANTED - ANY SIZE MEN’S JEANS
for the homeless. Please drop off at
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Drive.
(734) 697-5600

WANTED - SMALL CONTAINERS
of shampoo, toothpaste, etc. to take
to homeless in Detroit. Drop off at
Bladez‘s, 601 E. Huron River Dr.
(734) 697-5600 TFN
FREE PICKUP OF UNWANTED
appliances, lawn equipment, bicycles &
any type of scrap & farm metal. John
(734) 644-4008

H & W TOWING. Top $ cash paid
for junk vehicles. Free towing.
(734) 223-5581 02115
CANDACE. Who received a Bible in 2001
from Grandma Ella. Call the Independent
(734) 699-9020

12/28

01/11

TEN

02/08

01/11

FREE FILL. Delivery available.
(734) 697-1183. Yost Sand & Gravel,
Belleville.

TEN

A&L SERVICES

Home Improvement &
Handyman Service
Painting, Drywall, Carpentry,
Electrical, Plumbing,
Ceramic Tile, Kitchens & Bath.
Serving Belleville Since
1995. Call Aaron Schuliz
@ 734-740-0628

M.D. APPLIANCE
SERVICE

Refrigerators - Washers
Dryers < Ranges
$20 House Call

Call Monday-Friday, 9am-4:30pm

(734) 782-3354

PLUMBING - SEWER
DRAINS - HANDYMAN
Gutters Cleaned!
Available Saturdays!
CALL US!
Local To The
Belleville Area. Call
(313) 740-6276.
Ask For Bill.

ABLE PAINTING &

MAINTENANCE

Indoor Painting.
Commercial & Residential.
Free Estimates. Fully
Insured. Six Days/Week.
Family Owned & Run.

(734) 365-9829

LOCAL HANDYMAN - SOME Jobs too

LARGE - NO JOB too SMALL.
Residential Snow Removal.
LICENSED & REFERENCES.

(734) 765-9224

LARRY’S HANDYMAN SERVICE.
Interior/exterior painting & yard work.
Senior discount. (618) 267-7774

FOR RENT

1I-BEDROOM  APARTMENT,  $650/
mo. + security. Corner of 5th &
Liberty. Includes heat & water. 1 yr.
lease. Must have good credit. No pets.
(734) 516-5654

TFN

03/29

01/04

g = A T

$199 rent for the first 24 mos.

NO security Deposit
for NEW homes

Call one of our sales associates today or
visit our website for details on our homes.

FranklinHomeSales.com
Belleville Manor

734-699-7700
Belleville Road just 1 mile north of 1-94

Van Buren Estates

734-697-6159
3 miles south of |-94 at the Rawsonville exit
Mohawk
734-513-4108
Joy Road between Middlebelt and Inkster

*WAC. Ends 12-31-17. 2

MANUFACTURED HOMES FOR RENT

Move in for $299*

Free Rent Until 2/1/18*
Swan Creek has Brand New
Homes - Great Floorplans!
Homes starting at $899/month.
3 & 4 bedrooms available.
Move in by 1/1*

Call Dawn at FSI Housing.

EHO
*Restrictions Apply, Full Sec Dep with pef(s).
Breed Restrictions apply. Hurry offer ends 12/31/17

Swan Creek
734.456.9073

23379 Island Dr.,
New Boston, Ml 48164

“Freedom is never more than one
generation away from extinction. We
didn’t pass it to our children in the
bloodstream. It must be fought for,
protected, and handed on for them to
do the same.”
— Ronald Reagan

Notice to Advertisers:

The Belleville-Area Independent will not be liable
for failure to publish an ad as requested or for more
than one incorrect insertion of an advertisement.
In the event of any error or omission in printing or
publication of an advertisement, you must notify
us within five days of publication or on the date of
insertion, if an ad is scheduled as part of a package,
so there is time to correct subsequent publications.
The Independent’s liability shall be limited to an
adjustment for the cost of the space occupied by the
error with a maximum liability being cancellation
of the cost of the first incorrect advertisement or
republication of the corrected advertisement. Under
no circumstances shall the Independent be liable for
consequential damages of any kind.

FT/PT custodians needed.
Must be reliable, have
own transportation, pass
a background check. Call
313-886-7797 or email
hr@giantjanitorial.com

AREA TRAINEE
Estate Firm. For
(734) 697-1800

PART-TIME HOUSEKEEPER. Only light
housework & elder care. Time & payment
negotiable. (734) 699-1868

Real
call.
TFN

for local
appointment

01/04

CDL-A.
Daily!!

DRIVERS:
Runs~Home
OT! Great Benefits.
lyr recent exp or
Amanda: 855-768-9682

LOCAL
$17.00hr  +
$1000 Sign-on!
certificate+6mos.
01/04

Read The Newspaper

On The Web!
The Belleville-Area

Independent New Website
is Now Online! Visit us @

eelIeviIIeareaindependent.conE

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE:

All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the Fair
Housing Act which makes it illegal to
advertise "any preference, limitation
or discrimination based on race, color,
religion, sex, handicap, familial status
or national origin, or an intention, to
make any such preference, limitation
or discrimination." Familial status
includes children under the age of 18
living with parents or legal custodians,
pregnant women and people securing
custody of children under 18.

This newspaper will not knowingly
accept any advertising for real estate
which is in violation of the law. Our
readers are hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised in this newspaper
are available on an equal opportunity
basis. To complain of discrimination
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777.
The toll-free telephone number for the
hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

)

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY
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VBT landfill

(continued from page 13)

the landfill agreement, since 25% of the
township’s operating revenue is from the
landfill. He said it’s for the greater good of
the community and if the township loses
the landfill, the residents would have to pay
more taxes.

Clerk Wright said he was puzzled over
the people who can’t afford to pay for
garbage pickup and don’t want the landfill.

He said this agreement originally was
negotiated over three years by former
Trustee Phil Hart, Supervisor Linda
Combs, attorney Patrick McCauley and
Wright. He said the main issue was the free
pickup.

“A year ago we had a town hall meeting
and the future board asked to delay it so
they could vote on it,” Wright said.

Treasurer Budd said she was on the board
when it accepted the Visteon bond deal.

She said the state, state rep., the county,
everyone was pushing to have Visteon in
VBT. Now, she said, the former Visteon
Village is 100% occupied and the new
owners are building a 700,000-square-foot
addition.

“There’s no way we knew what would
happen in 2008,” Budd said, referring to
Visteon’s bankruptcy.

She named all the things the township
has purchased with landfill funds over
the years, including support of the public
safety department. Once the latest public
safety millage was approved, a long-term
debt fund was set up using the money the
township no longer had to spend on public
safety.

“The landfill has done our township well,
offering stability and financial security,”
Budd said.

Budd said she resents comments about her
taking money from Waste Management.
She said someone else took care of her

Keith Dudek : Owner
11681 Rawsonville
Belleville, MI 48111

Dudek Heating & Cooling

Service and Installation

Licensed and Insured - Free Estimates + Furnaces - Boilers
Air Conditioning + Duct Work - Humidifiers - Water Heaters
Generators - Electrical - Plumbing

Office: (734) 461-6165
Cell: (734) 730-9733

Family Peace & Harmony Through Esiate Planning

Free seminar on Wednesday, January 17, 2018

6 p.m. -

o

Suite 77

7 p-.m. @ Van Buren Twp. Community Center
Participants receive a $100 Discount on a Basic Estate Planning Package.
For more information, contact:

B S e of
“Olohere Education and the Law ONVleet”

752 O Vain (SE.
LBellaible, O)Viich. 458777 www.weum&&zw.cm

Cuw/3%-718-857%
Oisit

campaign funds and she doesn’t even
know how much they gave.

“I’m not ashamed of that,” she said,
adding she was never asked to do anything
for the money. She said she has served
the township for 21 years and she is not a
dishonest person.

Trustee Miller said she took no campaign
donations because she didn’t want it to
influence her. She said she would have felt
pressured.

“No one is a fan of this landfill,” Miller
said. “Eight million dollars is minimal. It’s
costing the residents a fortune. That $56
million will be pushed onto all of you. It’s
a hidden tax. The trade-off is not worth the
benefit.

“For the previous four years, Linda
[Supervisor Combs] had a personal
problem and wasn’t here a lot. Phil [Hart]
said why not put it on a ballot? It affects
all.

“I’mnotin favor of this,” Miller continued.
“I felt this was rushed. Not enough time --
just a matter of weeks. This is not a good
deal for our residents. It should have been
renegotiated.”

McNamara replied, “This fixes those
finances. We’ll be able to keep taxes low
and services high. This is the last fix.”

Frazier said Waste Management made
a good offer, but the whole process was
handled incorrectly. She asked the board
to look the agreement over during the
holidays and get it out to the community.

“We have to address how we’re doing
business in the township,” Frazier said.
“This is going to come back to bite us.
The process was misused and transparency
lacking.”

White said he has lived in the township
for 57 years and never paid for trash pick

KAREN'S  (
PLACE ‘Q _

A Salon

For Everyone

36968 Huron River Drlve

New Boston, Michigan
Appointments & Walk-ins Welcome

734-753-9130
OreN: Tues.— Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-3

YOUR SAFETY IS OUR PRIORITY!

( STOP IN AND ASK ABOUT
OUR PREMIUM SERPENTINE
BELT SPECIAL STARTING

L AT $59929 (\ost Cars)

Disc BRAKE SPEcIALI
Premium Paps & RoTors, INCLUDES '

LABOR, STARTING AT $225 oR Less'
Most Cars. Restrictions Apply.
! WITH COUPON - LONNIE'S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 13- 185,”'

Open Monday - Friday 8am

LoNnNNIE™S 5
Avvro REPAIR

50 South Street at 5- Pomts, Belleville ¢ 734-325-7065

- 6pm - Saturday 9am - 1pm

i SENIORS, VETERANS &
' NCTIVE MILITARY TAKE
I
1

10% OFF YOUR TOTAL BILL !

WITH COUPON * LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 1-31-18 8 oy

WE WILL BEAT
MOST WRITTEN
ESTIMATES!

BUDWEISER BOTTLES -

Next to the Belleville Post Office

or Buffet Purchase Per Person

(734) 699-1550

See our menu online at chinakingbelleville.com .
DOUBLE COMBINATION PLATES - $10 00

I'_______________________

| 1 0 (y o F F DINE-IN OR CARRY OUT |
(1] Chinese & American Food |
Any Entree (Includes Carry Out Orders)
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up. “Our residents are entitled to free trash
pick up,” he said.

Frazier said, “Not free. We can pay for
the pick up.” She said the township could
pay from tipping fees.

Miller said unless it’s in writing, it won’t
happen.

“It’s time to make a decision,” McNamara
said and took the 4-3 vote that approved his
agreement.

Among the 20 people speaking from
the audience during the meeting was Don
Houttaker, who pointed out the campaign
contributions Waste Management made to
three board members.

“Not me,” called out White, indicating he
took no contributions.

“I know they say money wouldn’t
influence their votes, but they don’t give
money away free without expecting
something in return,” Houttaker said. He
said some of the landfill tipping fees are
directed to certain departments.

Marc Abdillaand Adam Byrd, representing
the police and dispatch unions, were the
only speakers from the audience who
supported the landfill amendment.

George Deverich said he was involved
in the first original host agreement when
the deed restriction was put in place saying
the landfill could not be in the golf course
area. He said the township wanted to be
a premier community, even then, and the
fear was that Waste Management would
want to gobble up the golf course. He said
the late Ted Smolinski came up with the
deed restriction.

Deverich said he hears the people want
the $250 million, but the landfill money
was never supposed to be used for general
fund money. “$250 million just sounds like
a bribe,” he said.

He said he would be glad to pay $700
in additional taxes if he has to so his
grandchildren won’t have to see the
continual expansion of this landfill. He
said they should just let it close in 2025 or
the landfill will expand to the south side of
Ecorse, as well.

Ernie Tozer said he was in on the
deed restriction and it wasn’t put in as a
bargaining chip for future negotiations,
as McNamara said. “I would rather pay
the taxes and keep the landfill where it

(continued on page 17)
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Birthdays

Dec. 30 -- Marc Littleson, Pam Mendis
Dec. 31 -- Josee Lee

Jan. 1 -- Judy Jordan

Jan. 2 -- Robin Michelson

Jan. 3 -- Jackie Dalzell

Jan. 4 -- Paul George

Do you have a birthday in December? Does anyone
you know have a birthday soon? Call the Independent
at 699-9020 and let us know. We’ll list it in this
column ASAP following your call. There is no charge.

Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice

Belleville Area Independent/December 28, 2017

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
USE OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT FUNDS

Notice is hereby given that the Charter Township of Van Buren Board
of Trustees will hold a public hearing in the Board of Trustees Room,
46425 Tyler Road, Charter Township of Van Buren, and County of
Wayne, Michigan, 48111 on Tuesday, January 9, 2018 at 7:00 p.m.
and Tuesday, February 6, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. regarding the proposed
use of U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funds. The following
projects are being proposed for the use of these federal funds for the
period beginning July 1, 2018 and ending June 30, 2019:

OBJECTIVES:

A) To provide the benefits of using CDBG funding directly to
persons of low- to moderate-income and/or areas where 51%
of the residents are of low- to moderate-income.

B) To reduce negative environmental impacts.

C) To maintain a high level of performance in the management of
CDBG non-federally funded programs.

D) To improve the quality of life for low- to moderate-income
persons.

E) To create affordable housing for low-income households.

ESTIMATED FUNDING PROPOSED PROJECTS
$76,581 Public Facilities
$30,000 Demolition
$21,315 Senior Services
$14,210 Administration

(Administration cannot exceed 10% of total allocation)

The following items are contingent upon the availability of funds and
may vary depending upon:
e The repayment of prior Housing Rehabilitation loans and
Demolitions through lien pay-offs.
$ 5,000 Program Income (Demolition)

$147,106 Total Proposed Allocation (estimate)

Written comments will be accepted at the Department of
Developmental Services until 4:00 p.m., the hearing dates.

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, individuals
with a disability should contact the Planning and Economic
Development Department at least seventy-two (72) hours in advance
of the meeting to request accommodations.

Posted: December 22, 2017
Published: December 28, 2017

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Belleville City Council will hold a

public hearing on Tuesday, January 16, 2018 at 7:30 p.m. in the
Council Room at the Municipal Building, 6 Main Street, Belleville
MI 48111 for the purpose of considering an ordinance as follows:

AN ORDINANCE TO REPEAL ORDINANCE NO. 10-004 THAT
AUTHORIZED THE ESTABLISHMENT OF MEDICAL
MARIHUANA DISPENSARIES AND MEDICAL MARIHUANA
FACILITIES IN THE CITY OF BELLEVILLE.

All residents are invited to attend. Comments may be given in
person at the hearing, or submitted in writing prior to the hearing.
A copy of the proposed ordinance is available in the City Clerk’s
Office for inspection during regular business hours.

Sherri Scharf

City Clerk/Treasurer

City of Belleville
CITY COUNCIL

Publish 12/28/17

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Community Development Block Grants

A public hearing is scheduled before the City Council on Tuesday,
January 16, 2018 at 7:30 p.m. in the Municipal Building, 6 Main Street,
for the purpose of:

RECEIVING COMMENTS & SUGGESTIONS
REGARDING THE 2018 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

The City of Belleville expects to receive approximately $48,807 in year
2018 CDBG funds. Projects must meet HUD regulations and Wayne
County’s program guidelines. Additional information is available by
contacting the City Clerk’s office, 6 Main Street, Belleville Ml 48111 —
phone (734) 697-9323.

Pursuant to the program guidelines, the City of Belleville is announcing
its program objectives and proposed uses of the estimated CDBG
funds as follows:

PROPOSED GOALS AND PROJECTS:
GOAL: Suitable Living Environment
Location: City-wide

Activity:
Activity:
Activity:

Program Administration
Strategic Planning $ 4,881

Citizens are invited to comment on the proposed projects and to
suggest other projects which meet the County’s guidelines.

Sherri Scharf

City Clerk/Treasurer Publish: December 28, 2017 & January 4, 2018

City of Belleville

BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) PROGRAM

Senior/Disabled Services $ 9,830
ADA Public Facilities Projects  $ 33,096
Senior Chore Services $ 1,000

TOTAL $ 48,807
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Charter Township of
Van Buren Public Notice

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN
BOARD MEETING MINUTES
DECEMBER 19, 2017
Supervisor McNamara called the meeting to
order at 7:00 p.m. in the Board Room. Present:
Supervisor McNamara, Treasurer Budd, Clerk
Wright, Trustee Frazier, Trustee Martin, Trustee
Miller and Trustee White. Others in attendance:
Secretary Montgomery, Developmental
Services Director Akers and Deputy Director
Best, Executive Assistant Selman, Public
Services Director Taylor, DDA Director
[reland and Deputy Director Lothringer, and an

audience of forty-nine (49).

Supervisor McNamara requested a moment of
silence for Lt. John Henderson who recently
passed away. Lt. Henderson, a Gulf War
Veteran, served as a firefighter at Van Buren
Township for 15 years. He earned a medal
of honor from Van Buren Township and the
national Award of Valor for rescuing a 2-year-
old from a fire in December of 2015. Supervisor
McNamara thanked CEO Chuck Covington,
CEO of People’s Transit, and his wife Kristin
for the generous donation of a 12 passenger,
handicap accessible, van.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Frazier moved,
Miller seconded to approve the agenda as
presented. Motion Carried.

CONSENT AGENDA: Budd moved, Martin
seconded to approve the Consent Agenda
as presented. [Special Board Meeting Joint
Committee and Commission minutes of
November 30, 2017, Work Study Session
minutes of December 4, 2017, Closed Session
minutes of December 4, 2017, Board Meeting
minutes of December 5, 2017, Prepaid List of
December 7, 2017, Prepaid List of December
14, 2017, Voucher List of December 19, 2017,
Approval of the combination of lots 83-022-01-
0029-005, 83-022-01-0030-004 and 83-022-01-
0030-001 (Denton Sub Farms) with conditions,
and approval of the amended (corrected) 2018
Holiday Schedule]. Motion Carried.
CORRESPONDENCE: None.

Presentation by Waste Management on the Sth
Amendment to the Van Buren Township-Waste
Management Host Community Agreement.
Waste Management Operations Director, John
Myers, provided a brief history of the landfill
and highlighted changes in the Sth amendment.
Established in 1990, it is anticipated that the
current landfill will reach capacity in 2025 and
will close. Waste Management is proposing to
expand the landfill into the Woodlands Golf
Course, south of the existing facility, extending
the capacity out to 2056. Currently the
Township receives approximately $5 million
annually from landfill tipping fees and grants.
Changes to the current agreement include:
expansion to the south, tipping fee increases
at 2% annually, tax capture on landfill use of
expansion area, $350K landscape buffer fund,
$8 million one-time payment, $20K Senior
services grant annually, $5K Service center
grant annually, $1 million liability insurance,
closure of golf course with lease of clubhouse
to the Township for $1.00 a year until 2040,
golf escrow account funds estimated at $315K,
housing reimbursement at 150% of market value
to 5 property owners, rescind deed restrictions,
$250K public improvement grant annually,
elimination of free curbside pick-up five years
after approval, continuation of free disposal,
competitive rates to continue curbside pick-up
service, and the continuation of all current grant
funding on an annual basis. Waste Management
has established a Landfill Concerns Hotline

877-765-9153 for anyone wishing to report a
concern. The hotline is staffed 24 hours a day,
seven days a week.

Presentation by Planning and Economic
Development Deputy Director Best. Deputy
Director Best provided a fact-based analysis to
the Board that included a summary value under
5th amendment, cost analysis for household
waste, recycling, and yard waste pick up without
the Sth amendment, projected Township revenue
analysis with and without the 5th amendment,
projected annual host fees anticipated under
the 5th amendment, history of each amendment
to the Host Community Agreement since its
inception, and an assessment of the positive
impact of the Township’s Standard and Poors
rating under the 5th amendment.

PUBLIC COMMENT: Public comments
in opposition to the 5" amendment included:
Request for a better agreement, allocation of
funds received from Waste Management to
cover and/or off-set the future cost of curb-side
pick-up, insufficient notification to the public
before voting, displeasure over elimination of
free curb-side pick-up in 5 years, compensation
to property owners adjacent to the landfill,
cost of curbside pick-up to residents on fixed
incomes, deed restrictions on the golf course
land usage in current agreement that does
not permit expansion, inadequate overall
compensation package presented, disclosure
of gas rights from Waste Management to
Ameresco, landscape buffer inadequacy,
campaign funds received from Waste
Management by some Board members, grants
earmarked for specific Departments, types of
materials accepted at the landfill, questioned if
the Township receives electricity benefits from
the landfill, use of landfill funds to support
Township General Fund operations, request for
the Environmental Commission to have more
input in the Waste Management grant money
received, lack of analysis documenting the cost
for the landfill to secure and operate at another
site for comparison, support for increased taxes
vs. landfill expansion, elimination of $200k in
lieu of taxes to the Township, percentage of
funding for public safety from landfill revenue,
request for random and outside sampling of
landfill, opposition to the clubhouse lease
option, and request to postpone voting on the
5" amendment for further negotiations and
additional input from residents.

Public comments in support of the 5%
amendment included: Police Officer Labor
Council (Command, Patrol and Dispatch) and
Michigan Fire Fighters Association union
support for continued funding from landfill
revenue, the need to secure funding levels for
decades to come, the impact to the community
regarding the $55 million Visteon bonds, the
impact of not securing $250 million in revenue,
and the impact of the loss of 30% of overall
revenue to the Township that supports a wide
range of services.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None.

NEW BUSINESS: Frazier moved, Miller
seconded to postpone approval of Resolution
2017-33 the 5% Amendment to the Van
Buren Township-Waste Management Host
Community Agreement. Roll Call vote. Yeas:
Frazier, Miller and White. Nays: McNamara,
Budd, Wright and Martin. Motion failed.
Wright moved, Martin seconded to approve
Resolution 2017-33 the 5Sth Amendment to the
Van Buren Township-Waste Management Host
Community Agreement. Roll Call Vote. Yeas:
McNamara, Budd, Wright, and Martin. Nays:
Frazier, Miller and White. Motion Carried.
Board members in support of the 5" amendment
commented on: The long-term benefits to the
community provided under the agreement,
securing $250 million over the term of the

contract thereby solidifying revenue for years
to come, stabilization of services, improved
Standard and Poors rating, improved ability
to bond future public improvements, potential
to establish a fund to assist residents unable
to afford curb-side pick-up, the financial and
service level impact to the residents if the
landfill closed, ability to address long-term
debt and other post-employment benefits,
the financial impact to residents under the 5"
amendment as opposed to having the landfill
close, and the burden of tax increases vs. the
cost of curb-side pick up to residents.

Board members opposing the 5" amendment
commented on: the inadequacy of the process
of negotiation and involvement of all Elected
Officials, lack of significant public input and
public notification efforts given the complexity
of the agreement, reliance of the Township
on landfill revenue, concern over campaign
contributions by Waste Management to some
Board members, request for input from the
community and board involvement in the
use of the $8 million payment identified in
the agreement, lack of grant fund increases
over the term of the contract, potential future
amendments, and read excerpts from the
proposed agreement regarding setback area
usage, elimination of curb-side pick-up,
competitive bid process for curb-side pick-up,
household hazardous waste, tax guarantee, and
payment schedule associated with agreed upon
funds.

Supervisor McNamara outlined the additional
negotiations that added funding for the
replacement of the golf course, 2% fixed royalties
per year, and the ability to bid out collection. He
answered questions posed by audience members
informing them that those communities with
landfill gas agreements have not received any
profits, Management has previously sold all gas
rights to Ameresco for existing landfill and any
expansion, deed restrictions were placed on the
property in order to ensure Waste Management
would have to come to the Township for
approval of any changes from a golf course,
landfill revenues have historically been used
for operations in order to maintain low taxes,
the alternative to using landfill revenues would
require an increase of approximately 4.5 mils
in order to maintain service levels, comparable
homes within a one mile radius will be used
to assess the fair market value of the adjacent
properties identified, end use of the landfill has
not been determined and the Environmental
Commission should be involved in decision
making, the Township receives more than any
other community in Michigan with a landfill
Host Community Agreement, and the Board
will discuss the potential of financial assistance
to residents unable to afford curb-side pick-up.
Board members thanked negotiation team
members; Supervisor McNamara, Deputy
Director Best, Director Akers, Deputy Treasurer
Bellingham, Executive Assistant Selman for
their hard work in putting together an analysis;
the Board of Trustees and members of the
community for their input.

REPORTS: ANNOUNCEMENTS: The
following announcements were made: The
Township Administrative offices will be closed
December 25, 2017 through Tuesday January 2,
2018 in observance of the Christmas Holiday,
tax payments may be placed in the drop box
in front of Township Hall or in the drop box
located in the Public Safety Department lobby
during the shutdown, all tax payments placed
in the drop boxes during the Township shut
down will be recorded as received by December
31%, 2017, U.S. post marks are not acceptable,
and Board members wished everyone a Merry
Christmas and a safe and happy holiday season.
NON-AGENDA ITEMS: Resident comments
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included: a historical look back at changes in
the community, the recall of Board members
in 1982, requested the Board consider letting
the public vote on a landfill expansion, failed
leadership of the Township and the hazards of
methane gas.

ADJOURNMENT: Miller moved, Martin
seconded to adjourn at 9:53 p.m. Motion
Carried.

Leon Wright, Township Clerk

Kevin McNamara, Supervisor

Publish: December 28,2017

District Library

(continued from page 3)

of the general fund -- both favorable
reports. Suchy said the complete audit will
be ready for the next meeting on Jan. 9;

* Heard Peters report on the Art Committee
for the new library. She said the Friends of
the Library appointed Donna Gilkey Lavin
as its voting member on the Art Committee.
The Belleville Area Council for the Arts
has appointed Barbara Miller as its voting
member. The library board will have two
voting members and three board members
-- Mary Jane Dawson, Alma Hughes
Grubbs, and John Juriga -- are interested
in the two posts. Peters said she will make
the appointment at the Jan. 9 meeting of
the board. She said this board will select
two artists for the Art Committee and John
Douglas Peters is expected to be one;

* Heard Juriga say he would like to see
stuff recycled from the present library
building when it is being demolished, rather
than taking everything to the landfill. “The
beams are wonderful,” Juriga said. He
was told they would have to get with the
construction manager on recycling, which
is difficult when demolishing a building.
“They don’t like to do it,” Juriga said;

e Heard Suchy announce that the
groundbreaking for the new library
building has been set for 11 a.m., Saturday,
April 14, and she’d like to have a brunch
for those who attend. Many people who
helped to get the library approved will be
invited to attend; and

* Heard Peters pointed out the new sign
that has been put up on the new library site
to engage the community.

VBT landfill

(continued from page 15)

is,” he said. “We’ve got to dig our heels
in somewhere and keep our community
whole. We’re trying to push this ahead.
Who’s kicking what can down what road?”
John Delaney said the $8 million carrot
should be $40 million over 40 years.
“They’ll make $1 billion over 40 years,”
Delaney said and referred to “their salesman
Matt Best.” Best was chastised at the
previous day’s board work/study session
for highly praising the Waste Management
agreement instead of just offering facts he
had collected at McNamara’s direction.
Delaney said according to public records,
in 2016 Waste Management made political
contributions of $1,200 to McNamara,
$1,500 to Budd, and $150 to Wright.
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Van Buren Township
Police Dispatch Log

Out of the 422 dispatch calls for service reported
by Van Buren Township police for the past week, the
following are selected for this column.
Sunday, Dec. 17:
0109 -- disorderly, S. I-94 Service Dr.
0202 -- disorderly, Kirkridge Park Dr.
0316 -- disorderly, N. I-94 Service Dr.
0412 -- retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
0641 -- mental subject, Robson Rd.
0912 -- found property/child, N. I-94 Service Dr.
1021 -- property damage accident, Rawsonville
1148 -- assist other dept., Potter Dr.
1214 -- property damage accident, Martz Rd. /
Rawsonville Rd.
1259 -- fraud, Deanna Dr.
1329 -- found property/child, N. I-94 Service Dr.
1706 -- property damage accident, Endicott Ave. /
Chatsworth Dr.
1801 -- civil matter, Assembly St.
1810 -- 911 welfare check, Kirkridge Park Dr.
2244 -- suspicious person/vehicle, Bemis Rd.
Monday, Dec. 18:
0032 -- suspicious person/vehicle, Belleville Rd. /
Walmart
0439 -- suspicious person/vehicle, Huron River Dr.
0915 -- juvenile complaint, McBride
1143 -- larceny, Oak Ln.
1303 -- leaving the scene of a property damage
accident, Belleville Rd.
1416 -- fraud, Parkwood Dr.
1509 -- property damage accident, Rawsonville Rd.
/ Bog Rd.
1539 -- larceny, Cobblestone Creek Dr./ W. Huron
River Dr.
1633 -- harassment call, Belleville Rd.
1645 -- larceny, Oak Ln.
1734 -- 911 welfare check, Denton Rd.
1738 -- sexual assault, Oak Ln.
1739 -- property damage accident, Belleville Rd.
1828 -- PPO violation, Birch Dr.
1915 -- sex offender registration, Ayres Ave.
1929 -- property damage accident, Ecorse Rd. /
Haggerty Rd.
1943 -- noise complaint, Hull Rd.
1957 -- juvenile complaint, W. Walden Dr.
2008 -- sex offender registration, Outer Dr.
2118 -- suspicious person/vehicle, Denton Rd.
2253 -- suspicious person/vehicle, Maple Dr.
Tuesday, Dec. 19:
0158 -- noise complaint, Denton Rd.
0431 -- suspicious person/vehicle, Laguna Dr.
0739 -- property damage accident, Michigan Ave.
/ Ecorse Rd.
0752 -- property damage accident, Michigan Ave.
0854 -- property damage accident, Savage School
1105 -- sex offender registration, Timberland Dr.
1124 -- sex offender registration, Truman
1138 -- sex offender registration, Bayshore Dr.
1148 -- fraud, Belleville Rd.
1218 -- retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
1305 -- suspicious person/vehicle, Lake Crest Dr.
1453 -- 911 welfare check, Richard Run Dr.
1602 -- suspicious person/vehicle, Milton Dr.
1644 -- suspicious person/vehicle, Pinewood Ln.
1709 -- suspicious person/vehicle, Rawsonville Rd.
1816 -- civil matter, McBride Ave.
1842 -- unattended death, Martz Rd.
1843 -- fraud, Chaney Ave.
1942 -- harassment call, Oak Ln.
2033 -- assist other dept., Church St.
2133 -- mental subject, Haggerty Rd.
Wednesday, Dec. 20:
0847 -- suspicious person/vehicle, Bradley Dr.
0851 -- found property/child, N. I-94 Service Dr.
0859 -- 911 welfare check, Haggerty Rd.
0903 -- suspicious person/vehicle, Tompkins St.
1125 -- domestic, Maple Dr.
1220 -- disorderly, Maple Dr.
1224 -- unauthorized driving away of auto, Colony
1521 -- malicious destruction of property, S. 1-94
Service Dr.
1629 -- larceny, Dartmoor Cir.
1859 -- fraud, S. 1-94 Service Dr.
2021 -- suspicious person/vehicle, Belleville Rd.
2029 -- suicidal person, Arthur St.
2131 -- unattended death, Savage Rd.
Thursday, Dec. 31:
0245 -- suspicious person/vehicle, Rawsonville Rd.

0715 -- threat, Denton Rd.
0837 -- noise complaint, Denton Rd.
0959 -- harassment call, Rawsonville Rd.
1129 -- leaving the scene of a property damage
accident, Belleville Rd.
1545 -- assist other dept., Ecorse Rd./Haggerty Rd.
1653 -- found property/child, E. Main St.
1736 -- property damage accident, Rawsonville
1751 -- narcotics crime, Belleville Rd.
1814 -- suspicious person/vehicle, WB 1-94 /
Haggerty
2350 -- suspicious person/vehicle, Metro Park Party
Store
Friday, Dec. 22:
0152 -- breaking & entering, Sandalwood Dr.
0354 -- suspicious person/vehicle, Belleville Rd.
0706 -- assault & battery, Haggerty Rd.
0755 -- sexual assault, Oak Ln.
0915 -- fraud, Forestdale Dr.
1030 -- ordinance violation, Hull Rd.
1038 -- property damage accident, Belleville Rd.
1056 -- private property impound, Belleville Rd.
1102 -- domestic, Parkwood
1206 -- malicious destruction of property, Hamilton
St.
1314 -- harassment call, Pebblebrook Dr.
1445 -- suspicious person/vehicle, Hardwood Dr.
1503 -- domestic, Oak Ln.
1605 -- disorderly, Lake Villa Dr.
1659 -- larceny, Ecorse Rd.
1730 -- lost property/child, N. I-94 Service Dr.
1826 -- leaving the scene of a property damage
accident, Tyler Rd./Haggerty Rd.
1900 -- civil matter, Outer Dr.
1947 -- suspicious person/vehicle, Daisy Blvd.
2110 -- assist other dept., Holly Ln.
2247 -- suspicious person/vehicle, Winchester St.
Saturday, Dec. 23:
0109 -- noise complaint, Oak Ln.
0522 -- property damage accident, E. Schooner Dr.
0940 -- domestic, S. Bellridge Dr.
1051 -- fraud, Riggs Rd.
1146 -- fraud, Rawsonville Rd.
1235 -- larceny, Rawsonville Rd./W. Huron River
1316 -- unauthorized driving away of auto,
Belleville Rd.
1328 -- suspicious person/vehicle, Haggerty Rd. /
Ecorse Rd.
1534 -- fraud, Elwell Rd.
1745 -- 911 welfare check, Haggerty Rd.
1850 -- civil matter, Burtrig St.
1908 -- retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
1932 -- larceny from auto, Hampton Dr.
1940 -- missing person, S. Ponderosa Trl.
1943 -- private property/property damage accident,
Bak Rd.
2014 -- family trouble, N. Prairiegrass Ct.
2035 -- family trouble, Park Estates Dr.
2155 -- suspicious person/vehicle, S.1-94 Service
Also on this week’s log are 76 traffic stops, 34 of
which were on the 1-94 and I-275 freeways.

Belleville Police
Dispatch Log

Sunday, Dec. 17:

0744 -- property damage accident, Main St.

0843 -- miscellaneous complaint, W. Columbia

1048 -- fraud, Loza Ln.

1105 -- fraud, Main St.

1108 -- fraud, Victorian Ln.

1145 -- repossession, Potter Dr.

1900 -- assist fire dept., W. Columbia Ave.

2002 -- miscellaneous complaint, Main St.
Monday, Dec. 18:

0548 -- intrusion alarm, W. Columbia Ave.

0615 -- intrusion alarm, Main St.

0849 -- family trouble, W. Waterbury Ct.

1547 -- abandoned auto, High St.

1742 -- assist fire dept., S. Liberty St.

1954 -- assist fire dept., Menlo Park Dr.
Tuesday, Dec. 19:

0820 -- larceny, McBride

1311 -- suspicious person/vehicle, Menlo Park

1454 -- suspicious person/vehicle, Sumpter Rd.

1703 -- malicious destruction of property, Rose

1857 -- suspicious person/vehicle, Sumpter Rd.

2003 -- juvenile complaint, Main St.
Wednesday, Dec. 20:

0918 -- mental subject, Harbour Pointe Dr.

0947 -- intrusion alarm, Carmell

Belleville Area Independent/December 28, 2017

1215 -- narcotics crime, W. Columbia Ave.
1614 -- unauthorized driving away of auto, Edison
1746 -- 911 welfare check, Fourth St.
1800 -- traffic offense, Sumpter/Montague
1846 -- suspicious person/vehicle, Main/High
2021 -- noise complaint, Carmell St.
2059 -- family trouble, Horizon Park
Thursday, Dec. 21:
0001 -- assist fire dept., Sumpter Rd.
0341 -- assist fire dept., Sumpter Rd.
0840 -- intrusion alarm, Sumpter Rd.
0925 -- larceny, N. Edgemont Ave.
1034 -- intrusion alarm, Main St.
1204 -- intrusion alarm, Main St.
1325 -- motorist assist, Main St.
1600 -- property damage accident, E. Davis/South
1815 -- assist fire dept., Sumpter Rd.
1910 -- assist fire dept., E. Huron River Dr.
1944 -- traffic offense, W. Columbia Ave.
1955 -- parking complaint, W. Columbia Ave.
2231 -- civil matter, Brain St.
Friday, Dec. 22:
0500 -- assist fire dept., E. Columbia Ave.
0845 -- motorist assist, Belleville/Quirk
1101 -- civil matter, San Carlos St.
1342 -- assist fire dept., Sumpter Rd.
1642 -- threat, Estrada
1652 -- welfare check, Sumpter Rd.
1807 -- motorist assist, Main/High
1144 -- assist fire dept., Brain St.
Saturday, Dec. 23:
0122 -- assist fire dept., N. Liberty St.
0207 -- intrusion alarm, W. Columbia Ave.
1042 -- traffic offense, Main/High
1206 -- abandoned auto, Belle Plaza
1235 -- mental subject, N. Aberdeen Ct.
1511 -- vehicle lockout, Sumpter Rd.
1603 -- assist fire dept., W. Columbia Ave.
1842 -- civil matter, Main St.
1910 -- larceny, Oxford Ct.
2106 -- assist fire dept., Main St.
2253 -- assist fire dept., W. Columbia Ave.
Also on this week’s log are 56 traffic stops.

Sumpter Township
Police Dispatch Log

Sunday, Dec. 17:
0216 - suspicious incident, 10000 bl. Rawsonville
Rd.
0248 -- 911 hang up, 51000 bl. Willis Rd.
0300 -- assist other agency, Bemis/Rawsonville
0920 -- animal complaint, 51000 bl. Arkona Rd.
1018 -- larceny, Rustic Ln.
1135 -- malicious destruction of property, Rustic Ln.
1215 -- citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
1418 -- larceny, Carriage Ln.
1531 -- larceny, Greenmeadow
1953 -- civil dispute, 44000 bl. Paris Dr.
2344 -- larceny, Edgewood
Monday, Dec. 18:
0324 -- operating while intoxicated arrest, Sumpter
/ Willis
0608 -- property damage accident, Judd/Bohn
0720 -- threats complaint, Country Club Blvd.
0743 -- alarm, 8200 bl. Rawsonville Rd.
0752 -- suspicious incident, 48000 bl. Bemis Rd.
0908 -- suspicious vehicle, 48000 bl. Sully Dr.
1002 -- property damage accident, Sumpter/Willis
1004 -- fire dept. assist, 28000 bl. Karr Rd.
1234 -- well-being check, 24000 bl. Haggerty Rd.
1456 -- animal complaint, 41000 bl. Willow Rd.
1712 -- alarm, 48000 bl. Judd Rd.
2336 -- citizen assist, Clark/Willow
Tuesday, Dec. 19:
0646 -- suspicious incident, 46000 bl. Dunn Rd.
0823 -- property damage accident, 50000 bl. Willis
Rd.
0919 -- civil dispute, Nevada
0919 -- animal complaint, 22000 bl. Martinsville
Rd.
1027 -- larceny, 26000 bl. Karr Rd.
1106 -- citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
1314 -- well-being check, Wayside
1636 -- civil dispute, 40000 bl. Harris Rd.
1738 -- found property, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
2041 -- 911 hang up, 23000 bl. Elwell Rd.
2125 -- breaking & entering, Mulberry
Wednesday, Dec. 20:
0144 -- fire dept. assist, 48000 bl. Judd Rd.
0640 -- suspicious incident, 20000 bl. Haggerty Rd.

0807 -- malicious destruction of property, Tamarack

0840 -- warrant arrest pick up, 20000 bl. Haggerty
Rd.

0953 -- citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.

1323 -- suspicious incident, 41000 bl. Wear Rd.

1419 -- suspicious incident, 20000 bl. Sherwood Rd.

1830 -- suspicious vehicle, 47000 bl. Willow Rd.
Thursday, Dec. 21:

0011 -- warrant arrest pick up, out of township

0426 -- warrant arrest pick up, 19000 bl. Haggerty
Rd.

1022 -- civil dispute, Wyoming

1408 -- citizen assist, out of township

1439 -- citizen assist, Rawsonville/Oakville Waltz

1506 -- assist other agency, Rustic Ln.

1739 -- leaving the scene of a property damage

accident, 47000 bl. Bemis Rd.

1750 -- fire dept. assist, 24000 bl. Elwell Rd.

1752 -- disorderly person, 48000 bl. Elwell Rd.

1758 -- juvenile complaint, Rustic Ln.
Friday, Dec. 22:

0124 -- disorderly person, 51000 bl. Willis Rd.

0913 -- fire dept. assist, 46000 bl. Judd Rd.

1557 -- family trouble, Carriage Ln.

1636 -- fire dept. assist, 18000 bl. Martinsville Rd.

1713 -- citizen assist, 23000 Sumpter Rd.

1930 -- threats complaint, 17000 bl. Sumpter Rd.

2122 -- parking complaint, 10000 bl. Rawsonville
Rd.

2326 -- suspicious incident, Carriage Ln.
Saturday, Dec. 23:

0547 -- alarm, 17000 bl. Savage Rd.

0832 -- harassment complaint, Carriage Ln.

0845 -- property damage accident, 45000 bl. Bemis
Rd.

1517 -- property damage accident, Sherwood/Willis

1537 -- suspicious vehicle, Sumpter/Judd

1921 -- assist other agency, Rawsonville/Willis

2048 - breaking & entering, 26000 bl. Karr Rd.

2052 -- well-being check, 19000 bl. Sumpter Rd.

2236 -- property damage accident, Willis/Lohr

2302 -- suspicious vehicle, 40000 bl. Bemis Rd.

2322 -- family trouble, 42000 bl. Willis Rd.
Also on this week’s log are seven follow-up
investigations, 34 miscellaneous details, 253 patrol
checks, and 36 traffic stops.

Change Makers

(continued from page 9)

Register for a Change Maker Boot Camp
at www.hrwc.org/changemakers.

Contact Kris Olsson at734.769.5123 x
607 or kolsson@hrwec.org to find out more.

The Change Maker Boot Camps are
provided with support from the Americana
Foundation for HRWC’s efforts to educate
and inspire residents to become local
leaders in their communities.

The Huron River Watershed Council
(HRWC) is a nonprofit coalition of local
communities, businesses, and residents
established in 1965 to protect and
restore the river for healthy and vibrant
communities. Services include hands-on
citizen education, technical assistance in
policy development, and river protection
and monitoring projects. HRWC leads
RiverUp! and the Huron River Water Trail
initiative. See www.hrwc.org .

Read The Newspaper

On The Web!
The Belleville-Area

Independent New Website
is Now Online! Visit us @
beIIeviIIeareaindependent.co@
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Ken and Kim Dahn, 86 Bedell, were
honored for winning the “Balance of
Belleville” award in the decorating contest.
Presenting the award was Mayor Pro Tem
Jack Loria.

Carol Sundell accepted the award for the
Sundell Family, 506 Harbour Pointe Drive,
for the top home decorations in Harbour
Pointe from Councilman Tom Smith.

Swan Creek
734.456.9073

% Swan Creek is under New Management! #
Tour the Community & See our Exceptional Amenities
Brand New Homes for Sale or Rent!

$299 Deposit ® SO Application Fee ® FREE RENT UNTIL FEB. 1, 2018
Offer Expires December 31, 2017
Close to I-275 & Willow Metropark—Choose a home you like for a price you'll love!

CALLUS TODAY! 734.456.9073

IS YOUR BUSINESS
A TARGET
ot BURGLARS

134-69/7-2888

Get SERIOUS about your Security!
WE CAN PROVIDE A REAL SOLUTION
for BOTH your Business & Home...

Remote Control-View-Playback
Email / Smartphone Alerts

PC / Mac Support

No monthly fees

Includes:

¢ Installation
=y * 4) HD Cameras (bullet or dome)
' f * 19” Monitor
|« DVR (2TB)

$150

—_—,

Actual hardware may vary.

innovative

COMPUTERS

Full-Service IT * Networks ¢ Cameras

" '@' A veteran-owned company, supporting Michigan businesses since 1995.
Serving Metro Detroit to Lansing * InnovativeComputers.net
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Independent photos by Rosemary K. Otzman
Winners in the Victorian Commons category of the Belleville Holiday Decorating Contest
were honored by Mayor Kerreen Conley at the Dec. 18 city council meeting. They are
Ronald, Sabrina and Travis Adkins, 461 Waterbury.

Barber Bob’s, 151 Main Street, was
honored for the best decorations in the
Business category. Councilman Tom
Fielder presented the plaque.

The Morin Family at 77 Carmell were
honored by Councilman Jesse Marcotte
for having the top decorated home in the
Mobile Home Parks category.

SEEKING INFORMATION
RELATING ;.. DEATH OF

EGYPT COVINGTON

Van Buren Township | Friday, June 23, 2017

JUSTICE FOR EGYPT

ANY INFO CONTACT;

1-800-SPEAK UP
OR CONTACT

CRIMETIP@QVANBUREN-MI.ORG



Page 20

CROSSROADS TIII

418 Main Street
Belleville, Michigan 48111

email: mrsold@mrsold.com
DO NOT BE OVERCHARGED - NO DOCUMENT STORAGE FEES - NO COMPLIANCE FEES - NO JUNK FEES
VICTORIAN HOME PLUS CARRIAGE HOUSE

41901 AND 41903 S I 94 SERVICE DR, VAN BUREN TOWNSHIP

TIMELESS QUALITY is Found when Craftsmanship was a Fine Art in this Inspiring 7 Bed-
room, 2 Bathroom, 3 story Victorian Home with a Massive 720 ft of frontage on Belleville Lake.
This home was constructed in 1902 and has 3,083 square feet with full basement, 2 fireplaces,
Impressive Study, Hardwood Everywhere complete with Leaded Glass Windows and Enclosed
Wrap Around Porch. This also Includes an Impressive Carriage House that was also constructed
in 1902 and has 1,960 square feet, TWO 2 Bedroom 1 Bathroom areas with Dock PLUS Vacant
Lot. All 3 Parcels total 3.06 Acres on Belleville Lake. First Time Offered at $799,500

573 E HURON RIVER DR, BELLEVILLE
FRESH, CLEANAND UPDATED Former Tan-
ning Salon that would be Perfect for Beauty,
Barber, Office Use, Medical or Other. Floor plan
can be opened to accomodate larger areas. Huge
Secure Parking Lot. This in a better area just a
minute from downtown. Lease now at $1,700
per month or Purchase at $319.500

28525 KARR, SUMPTER
SPRAULING BRICK COUNTRY RANCH
featuring Huge Family Room with Fireplace and
Hardwood Floors, Open Kitchen, Hardwood
Floors Everywhere, Large Master Bedroom
with Master Bath. A Most Impressive Walkout
from Family Room To Huge Recreation Room. 5
Acres AND Pole Barn. $199,900

GLENN SILVENIS
www.MrSold.com
SELL PHONE (734) 740-3000

634 LIGHT TOWER, BELLEVILLE
ABEYOND IMMACULATE HOME Features
3 Bedrooms (First Floor Master Suite with Mas-
ter Bath), Gas Fireplace, Full Finished Basement,
Sprinkler System, 2 1/2 Car Attached Garage,
Fenced Yard, Large Rear Deck, Newer Roof and
More. Wonderful Neighborhood. NO ASSOCIA-
TIONS FEES & A Must See. $225,000

YES - ANN ARBOR

4401 PARK RD, ANN ARBOR
RARELY OFFERED SCIO TOWNSHIP Brick
Farm House Featuring Four Bedrooms, Two Baths,
Enclosed Front Porch, Living Room, Dining
Room, Attached Garage, Huge Basement on Large
1.4 Acre Parcel Complete with Outbuildings and
Large Barn. Just Minutes From Downtown Ann
Arbor. $350,000
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TOP 1%

REALESTATE
SALES

INTHE USA
REAL TRENDS 2015, 2016, 2017

40X60 POLE BARN

47550 BEMIS, VAN BUREN

WHAT EVERYONE WANTS Extra Clean 3
Bedroom, 1 1/2 Bath Ranch. Extra Large Great
Room leads to Doorwall, Rear Deck and One
Acre Parcel with 40x60 POLE BARN and
Whole House Generator. Paved Street and
RIGHT ACROSS THE STREET FROM KEY-
STONE ACADEMY. $249,500

COMMERCIAL SUBSCRIBER TO
LOOPNET & COSTAR

HURON TOWNSHIP

Country Living at It's Best! This Home has been
Updated with New Kitchen and Granite Counter
Tops, Hardwood Floors, Recessed Lighting,
Cathedral Ceiling in Living Room and HUGH
Family Room. Newer Windows, Central Air, Brick
Paver Patio and Large Yard. In the Preferred
Huron School District. $165,000

UPGRADES EVERYWHERE

HRlSTlNA VAN BUREN
THIS FORMER MODEL HOME only gets
More Beautiful! Award Winning 3 Bedroom 3
Bath End Unit Condo. Open Floor Concept
has Vaulted Ceilings, Beautiful Wood Floors
everwhere, High End Kitchen Cabinets, Gran-
ite Counters, Large Master Suite, Loft Space,
Overlooking Green Space & Pond. $230,000

PRIVACY PLUS

5533 WILLIS, AUGUSTA TOWNSHIP
YOUR BEST COUNTRY CHOICE! Extra
Clean Colonial Offering 5 Bedrooms, 2 Baths,
Open Kitchen and More. 2 1/2 Car Attached, 2 1/
2 Car Detached Garage, Deck PLUS PROFES-
SIONALLY INSULATED 30X70 POLE BARN
on 3 Acres. Paved Street and Immediate Occu-
pancy. $275,000

AUGUSTA TOWNSHIP
RAWSONVILLE & JUDD 78 AC
TORREY 2.48 ACRES PERC & SURVEY

SUMPTER TOWNSHIP
45885 BEMIS PAVED BUIDABLE LOT $25,000
VACANT KARR ROAD 5 ACRES  $35,000

$390,000
$48,000

46090 WEAR 1.09 AC BY PARK  $19,500
42915 WILLIS 4 SPLITS $30,000 & $40,000
26960 SHERWOOD 2.5 ACRES $30,000
24409 SHERWOOD 1.15 ACRES  $30,000
VACANT WEAR RD 5.28 ACRES  $60,000
25817 SUMPTER 80X529 .97 AC $20,000

49317 ARKONA 40.28 ACRES $180,000

SHERWOOD 37.55 ACBY WEAR $250,000

WILLOW ROAD 1.8 ACRES $25,000

WILLOW RIS 515,000

26455 KARR 5 ACRES 162X1308  $33,000
VAN BUREN TOWNSHIP

45109 SSERVICEDR 2+ACRES $274,900
MORTON TAYLOR  $20,000 AND $20,000
VACANT LOUISA “DREAM LOT” $70,000
VACANT HANNAN 4.4 ACRES  $79,900
MORTON TAYLOR 1.8 ACRES $40,000

VACANT BOG ROAD 1.36 ACRES  $30,000
VACANT BOG RD 12.83ACRES $129,000
47441 MARTZ ROAD 17+ ACRES  $176,000
739 SAVAGE PAVED ST 1.02 ACRES $30,000
26129 LEONTINE HURON TWP $22,000

50435 BOG ROAD .55 ACRES $50,000

GRANT ROMULUS 1.8 ACRES LT IN $72,000

Celebrate

VENT

-Selling Brand.

N 2097

TLZ&QDEBQU@ SEL
with Leather
24 month lease as low as $147/mo.

2018 ESCARPE SiE

24 month lease as low as $116/mo.

2017 FUSICON S[E

24 month lease as low as $139/mo.

with Leather

Resates up 10 $6,750. Buy as Low as $23,626 Resates up 10 $5,000. Buy as Low as $19,672

0% FINANCING ON MANY 2017 MODELS!

DETAILING MWAKES A GREAT GLIRISTIIAS GIFTY
@IFT CERTIFIGATES AVAILABPLE]

Resates up 10 $5,150. Buy as Low as $20,769

CERTIFIED
PRe-OwWNED
VEHICLES @ 1.9%
FINANCING

Come On In
And Check Out
These Terrific
Year End Deals! i e G LT

*A/Z Plan Pricing. 10,500 miles per year. Includes Factory and Renewal Rebate. Requires $2000 due at signing plus taxes and plates. With Approved Credit. **A/Z Plan Pricing. All rebates to Dealer. May require Ford Credit Financing. Plus taxes and fees. May require trade-in.

Atchinson Ford Sales, Inc. 35 _ £ 07-9161

9800 Belleville Rd. !
Belleville, MI 48111 www.atchinson.net

. N
2018 =180 SUPERCAB 2017 EXPLORER

2018 EXPLEORER

24 month lease as low as $196/mo.
Resares up 10 $4,750. Buy s Low as $34,860

2XILAT with Leather.




