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Amenities 
• 100% Smoke free campus 
• Individual heating & cooling 
• Emergency in-unit pull cords 

•      Subsidized rent 
•      On-site laundry 
•      Transportation available 

 

    www.csi.coop         (800) 593-3052            TDD (800) 348-7011 

575 Sumpter Rd, Belleville 
 

For more information call: 
734-699-8676 

M-W-F    9am-Noon 

Affordable Rental Communities for Seniors 

BELLEVILLE CO-OP 
For over 75 years as a mission-driven non-profit, we exist solely to provide  

the highest quality, affordable housing communities possible for seniors. 

NEW ITEMS... FURNITURE!

668 E. Huron River Drive, Belleville, MI 48111

Wednesday - Saturday
11 AM to 5 PM

Private
Sale

Cash or
local checks

Sports
Memorabilia

Tools and
Collectibles

Boating
Accessories

Hunting Gear
Guns, Bows

Knives
Fishing Poles

Fishing Lures
Lionel Trains

(734) 699- 4438

White Pine
  DENTAL HEALTH

Your Smile Comes First!
Affordable, Kind, and Convenient.

Call Us Today: (734) 252-6002  187 Main Street, Downtown Belleville
www.WhitePineDentalHealth.com

Meet our Dentist: Dr. DeAngelo S.
Webster is an award-winning dentist, author,

and a University of Michigan graduate.

• Now Booking New Patients •
Open Evenings and Weekends

Family Friendly Dentist for Adults and Kids

See the Fall Colors clearly
Schedule your eye exam now!

Dr Robert Kennedy, O.D.
240 Main Street
Belleville, MI 48111

734.699.1010

perspectiveeyecare.com

Don’t forget 
about your 
healthcare 

flexible 
spending 
account! 

You can use 
it to buy 

contacts, a 
second pair 
of glasses, 

or even 
sunglasses! 
Call us now 

to learn 
more!more!

ASK ABOUT OUR
MULTI-PAIR DISCOUNTS

Dr Robert Kennedy, O.D.
11824 Belleville Rd
Belleville, MI 48111

734.699.1010

perspectiveeyecare.com
*Some restrictions apply. Contact Perspective Eyecare for details

Don’t forget 
about your 
healthcare 

flexible 
spending 
account! 

You can use 
it to buy 

contacts, a 
second pair 
of glasses, 

or even 
sunglasses! 
Call us now 

to learn 
more!more!

ASK ABOUT OUR
MULTI-PAIR DISCOUNTS

Dr Robert Kennedy, O.D.
11824 Belleville Rd
Belleville, MI 48111

734.699.1010

perspectiveeyecare.com
*Some restrictions apply. Contact Perspective Eyecare for details

SERVING BELLEVILLE & SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN!

Visit us @ www.barnettroofing.com

41700 MICHIGAN AVE. – CANTON

Roofing •• Siding •• Flat Roofs
FREE ESTIMATES!

Licensed & Insured

CALL (734) 397-8122

OVER 50 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

Now Thru Dec. 31, 2024Now Thru Dec. 31, 2024
receive our cerTaiNTeeD roof 4-STarreceive our cerTaiNTeeD roof 4-STar

exTeNDeD warraNTy for free! curreNT &exTeNDeD warraNTy for free! curreNT &
PaST MiliTary MeMberS will receive aPaST MiliTary MeMberS will receive a

$250 cabelaS GifT carD!$250 cabelaS GifT carD!

10200 Railroad Street, Willis, Michigan
(South end of Meridian St, off Willis Rd, Between Rawsonville and Bunton)

(734) 461-1111(734) 461-1111 willisfeed@att.net
We look forward 
to seeing you soon.

Bunton
Rd

Willis Rd

Meridian St

Rawsonville Rd

Railroad Tracks

•  Dog and Cat Food
•  Wild Bird and Squirrel Food
•  Certified Organic Products
•  Hay and Straw  •  Poultry Food
•  Horse and Livestock Feed

Hours:
Mon-Fri 9aM-6pM  •  sat 9aM-5pM

sun 10aM-4pM

Like Us OnLike Us On

Willis Feed MillWillis Feed Mill
Your Wildlife 

Headquarters for 2024!
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SECOND FRONT PAGE

Upcoming Meetings

Guiding
Harbor

By Jennifer Trotter

   Foster Care doesn’t have a season. 
I get calls and emails every day about 
kids needing a foster placement. One 
day recently, I was contacted about SIX 
different children between the ages of 9 -17 
needing a foster home. Children enter the 
foster care system at any time throughout 
the year, requiring consistent availability 
of foster families. The holidays are a busy 
time of year but imagine not having a place 
to celebrate and people to celebrate with. 
   There are approximately 10,000 kids in 
Michigan’s foster care system. Foster care 
is a temporary living situation for children 
whose parents cannot take care of them. 
The Court makes the ultimate decision 
about whether a child is removed and then 
the Michigan Department of Health and 
Human Services places that child with an 
agency like Guiding Harbor. We provide 
support services to the birth family, and 
we work with the relative or foster family 
where the child is living. 
   Becoming a foster parent isn’t for 
everyone, but anyone can find a way 
to help. Volunteer at an event, conduct 
a New Coat Drive and donate the coats 
to Guiding Harbor, or make a recurring 
monthly donation through our Giving 
From the Heart program.
   Guiding Harbor works with kids in foster 
care ages birth to 21. We have a variety 
of programs to address their needs. Youth 
in foster care have experienced trauma. 
Research shows that trauma can alter the 
way a brain operates. Trauma can cause 
symptoms such as anxiety, depression, 
avoidance of emotions, and can skew 
perceptions of reality. Kids may develop 
negative behaviors that get their needs met, 
but these behaviors can be problematic. 
Some children need more intensive support 
than a foster family can provide.
   At our Girlstown Residential program, 
staff are available 24/7 to guide youth 
and help them heal from their trauma. 
The program is highly structured and 
teaches effective coping skills, appropriate 
boundaries, communication skills, among 
other skills that help youth heal. Girlstown 
is the oldest and most well-known program 
that Guiding Harbor offers, successfully 
serving over 1,500 adolescent females since 
inception. We are committed to providing 
youth with the same life experiences as 
their peers. Our residents attend public 
schools and can get jobs in the area, which 
assists in cultivating relationships within 

Guiding Harbor: Foster care doesn’t have a season
the Belleville community.
   Your impact can be made now or later. 
Sponsor a youth to attend her prom, 
donate to her high school graduation 
party. Sponsor a holiday meal or a trip 
for the residents to go to the movies. 
Leave a legacy gift, this involves 
arranging charitable donations during 
your lifetime or as part of your estate 
planning.
   When kids can’t safely return home in 
a reasonable amount of time, the Court 
can terminate the rights of parents. This 
makes the child legally free for adoption. 
Typically, those children are adopted 
by the foster parent or relative that has 
been providing care for them. There are 
approximately 300 children in Michigan 
who do not have an identified adoptive 
family. Children and families are matched 
based on the family’s ability to best meet 
the needs of the child. 
   Help us paint or do other beautification 
efforts because kids in foster care 
deserve to come to a place that is warm 
and welcoming. Donate school supplies, 
toiletries, or gift cards. Grant wishes 
from the Amazon Wishlist on our 
website.
   As kids in foster care get older there 
are fewer foster homes willing to take 
in teens who have experienced trauma. 
Typical adolescent impulsivity, testing 
of limits, pressure to fit in amongst peers 
are behaviors that mischaracterize foster 
youth as troublemakers, defiant, and angry. 
This results in the youth experiencing 
placement changes and losing valuable 
time to learn critical life skills that will aid 
them in adulthood. 
   Guiding Harbor’s work in Independent 
Living programs enables youth in foster care 
to make significant progress to overcome 
the challenge and achieve improvement 
in their well-being. Teaching life skills to 
these foster youth is the priority. When 
kids exit the system without critical life 
skills we see significantly higher rates of 
homelessness, substance use, incarceration 
rates, and early parenthood, than we do of 
their peers that have appropriate support.
   Partner with us to provide work 
experience, mentorship, and life skills to 
teens aging out of foster care. Help older 
youth with financial literacy, cooking, 
car maintenance, or applying for college. 
   Guiding Harbor offers a variety of 
programs to meet the needs of children and 
their families during their time in foster 
care. Outcomes for kids in Foster Care are 
improved when we can reduce the number 
of changes they have to endure. Having 
services from one agency is much better 
than hopping around from place to place. 
   A youth in our Independent Living 

program told me that he didn’t think 
anybody cared about him or what 
happened to him. I brought him to our 
annual fundraiser in November where he 
agreed we could tell his story. The room 
of 150 supporters erupted in applause and 
standing ovations for all he had endured. 
As he shared his dream of making music 
professionally, supporters began donating 
the cost for his time in a recording studio. 
This gesture left him nearly speechless. 
I assured him that evening that he has a 
community full of people pulling for him 
and his success, that we believe in him. 

   I know the Belleville community believes 
in these kids. You have shown us your 
commitment over the past 66 years. Thank 
you for all you have done for the children 
of Guiding Harbor. Thank you for allowing 
me to share the history of our story for the 
past few months on the pages of this paper. 
I can’t wait to see what we can do together 
to continue to support the kids who need 
it most. 
   For more information about Guiding 
Harbor please visit guidingharbor.org and 
follow our Facebook page for ways you 
can stay informed.

   The Charles B. Cozadd Rotary Foundation 
has presented a $4,463.97 grant to Guiding 
Harbor.
   The grant is funding three endurance beds 
for Guiding Harbor’s Girlstown Residential 
Program in Van Buren Township.
   Endurance beds are designed specifically 
for behavioral and mental health facilities, 
are made from durable, tamper-proof 
plastic that is easy to clean and maintain, 
and will help ensure the safety and dignity 
of residents who may be at risk of self-
harm.
    Belleville Rotary Club president 

Cozadd Foundation gives $4,463.97 
grant to Guiding Harbor

and  Cozadd Foundation board member 
Rachel Kozlowski, together with other 
members of the board of directors, presented 
the grant on behalf of the Foundation in the 
Charles B. Cozadd Room of the Belleville 
Area District Library.
   The Charles B Cozadd Rotary Foundation, 
Inc. is organized exclusively for charitable, 
religious, educational and scientific 
purposes, and for making distributions to 
tax-exempt organizations primarily in the 
tri-community area for such purposes. 
Grant applications can be found on the 
Belleville Rotary Club’s website.

   • Thursday, Jan. 9 – Keystone Academy 
School Board, 5 p.m. Also, Sumpter Township 
Planning Commission, 6 p.m. Also, Belleville 
Planning Commission, 6:30 p.m.
   • Tuesday, Jan. 14 – Van Buren Township 
Local Development Finance Authority 
(LDFA), 2 p.m.
   • Tuesday, Jan. 21 – Van Buren Township 
Board of Trustees, 6 p.m., and workshop at 5 
p.m. if needed

   • Tuesday, Jan. 28 – Van Buren Township 
Downtown Development Authority, 3 p.m.
   • Wednesday, Jan. 29 – Joint meeting between 
the planning commissions of Belleville, Van 
Buren, and Sumpter.
   • Tuesday, Feb. 4 – Van Buren Township 
Board of Trustees, 6 p.m., and workshop at 5 
p.m. as needed
   • Thursday, Feb. 13 – Keystone Academy 
School Board, 5 p.m. Also, Sumpter Township 
Planning Commission, 6 p.m. Also, Belleville 
Planning Commission, 6:30 p.m.
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O  P  I  N  I  O  N  S
EXTRA THINGS I KNOW       ...By Rosemary K. Otzman
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Belleville, MI  48111
734-699-9020

FAX 734-699-8962
Established Dec. 3, 1994          First Edition Jan. 5, 1995

The Belleville-Area Independent is a free, weekly newspaper 
published each Thursday in Belleville, MI.

Editor: Rosemary K. Otzman
Home phone (NO ADS, PLEASE!NO ADS, PLEASE!): 697-1294

Advertising Manager:
Janet Millard

Bookkeeper: James Otzman
Production Manager:

James Otzman
Office Manager: Yvette Gorecki

Editorial Cartoonist: Kathryn Wood
Belleville Area Independent™ is a Trademark 
and is registered with the United States Patent 

and Trademark Office, Reg. No. 3,751,670
Belleville Area Independent Holding Company, 

LLC (Michigan Limited Liability Company)

The Independent is owned and operated by 
a Michigan Limited Liability Company made up of 

members of this community.

Member: Michigan Press Association

Entire contents of this paper is 
Copyrighted © 2024 - All rights reserved.

This paper is available free at sites throughout the 
community. To get the Independent delivered by 
mail, cost is $55 per year for postage, Outside of 
Michigan - $60 per year, outside of the USA - call.
Also available free to download on our website.

Deadline for news & ads (see below) is Noon of every 
Monday. Deadline for ads smaller than 1/2 page is Noon 
Monday, and all advertising 1/2 page or larger is Noon 
Friday, with the exception of certain holiday weeks. 

Classified ad deadline is Noon of every Tuesday.

www.bellevilleareaindependent.com
baindependent@ameritech.net

Editorial

We’re completing 
30th year of service 
to community
   We are completing our 30th year of 
service to the local community. On Jan. 
5, 1995, the Belleville-Area Independent 
published its first paper and has continued 
every Thursday since then.
   On Jan. 5, 2025 we will mark completion 
of the 30th year of service and the start 
of our 31st year. We’ve seen a lot over 
the years and shared most of it with our 
readers.
   Some readers we talk to say they have 
been reading the Independent their whole 
lives and they remember their parents 
showing them where to pick it up at the Red 
Apple restaurant or various gas stations.
   The weekly newspaper was formed by 
about a dozen local residents who thought 
The View newspaper in town was biased in 
its stories. I was the only one they knew 
who had experience with newspapers. I 
had just moved back here from Colorado 
where I was Sunday editor at a daily paper. 
We’ve had the same editor for the entire 
life of the paper.
   The investors, who are both Republican 
and Democrat in ideas, wanted people to 
know what was going on whether they 
could pay for a paper or not, so the paper 
has always been free.
   Thank you for supporting the Independent 
over the years and sharing your letters, 
stories, and pictures.
   We hope to continue to keep you informed 
for many years to come.

   Our paper will once again pop up early 
next week. Things get a bit strange when 
the holidays are smack in the middle of 
our work week. We are cooperating with 
the schedule at Michigan Web Press in 
Davisburg which prints our paper and 
many others.
   Our deadline for the Thursday, Dec. 26, 
paper was the previous Friday, Dec. 20. The 
deadline for our next edition on Thursday, 
Jan. 2, is noon on Friday, Dec. 27.
   Our next paper will be delivered to us 
and on the streets at about 11:15 a.m. on 
Monday, Dec. 30, and thereafter.
   After the holidays, we’re back to normal, 
with Tuesday noon deadlines until we start 
hitting holidays.

***
   Jennifer Trotter, CEO of Guiding Harbor 
(Girlstown) in Belleville and Van Buren 
Township, sent a note saying, “You’d be 
interested in knowing that I was contacted 
by a woman named Sara LeMoyne, whose 
friend is Mary McLaughlin. They read 
the article I wrote about the Liberty Street 
House. Sara LeMoyne’s family were the 
original owners of that home. She shared 
some of the history from that house with 
me. She now lives in Novi. I just thought it 
was great to know that people were reading 
it!”
   The original Girlstown house was at 330 
N. Liberty St., opening in May 1958 and 
operating for almost two decades. When 
the house had to have extensive repairs to 
meet code, Girlstown moved to its Quirk 
Road location, just west of Belleville Road 
in Van Buren Township, and is called 
Loch Rio. The house on N. Liberty was 
destroyed by fire in 1978. Guiding Harbor 

(Girlstown) has its business office on E. 
Huron River Drive in the city of Belleville.

***
   The Reeck Road Bridge in Allen Park 
opened last week after several years of 
planning and construction.
   Gives us hope for the Denton Road 
Bridge over Belleville Lake. Last week 
the bridge was cordoned off and a box put 
in the middle part to create a dry area for 
some of the work.
   Looks like progress is being made. 
Completion date for the new Denton Road 
Bridge is 2026, at last report.

***
   At the Dec. 18 meeting of the Belleville 
Downtown Development Authority, Mayor 
Ken Voigt suggested they put an item on 
the January meeting agenda to get work 
done on the intersection at Denton / N. 
Liberty/ Belleville Road / Main Street, at 
the light just south of the Belleville Bridge.
   He said they have a new Belleville 
Bridge going north and they soon will have 
another new bridge on Denton Road and, 
“The intersection looks like a third-world 
country.” He said work should be done 
there while the Denton Road Bridge is 
down.
   He also asked for an item to be put on 
the January agenda to create a plan for 
refurbishing the boardwalk at Horizon 
Park because it is in such rough shape.

***
   According to a report from MLive’s 

Aaron McMann, five-star Belleville High 
School quarterback Bryce Underwood has 
been officially admitted to the University 
of Michigan, and began practice with the 
Wolverines on Thursday, Dec. 19, as the 
team prepares for its bowl game.
   He officially signed to play with U of 
M on Dec. 4, which made him eligible 
for early enrollment. Bryce is getting 
his first taste of Michigan football as the 
Wolverines prepare for their ReliaQuest 
Bowl matchup against No. 11 Alabama on 
New Year’s Eve (Dec. 31 / Noon ET).
   Local residents said pictures showed 
Bryce in his Wolverine 
uniform and he looked 
great. He stands about 
6’5” and weighs around 
215 pounds, according 
to reports. And, he had 
been a BHS senior.
   Bryce was the star of 
Belleville’s recent Winterfest when he got 
the Key to the City right along with Santa. 
It has been reported he has since taken part 
in a toy drive for disadvantaged youth.
   Bryce also reportedly has an online 
store featuring special T-shirts and sports 
cards. He recently had flipped from his 
almost year-long commitment to play for 
Louisiana State when the SIL at U of M 
offered him a total of about $15 million to 
play at U of M instead.

***



December 26, 2024/Belleville Area Independent� Page 5

O  P  I  N  I  O  N  S Columbia Court
Apartments

275 W. Columbia • Belleville

734-697-8200
Minutes From Shopping, Freeways & Restaurants

For 1 Bedroom & Studio Apartments Only.
Accepting Applications for Individuals 62 & Older

H.U.D. Guidlines Apply
A Senior Facility of National Church Residences

Affordable Housing • Sec 8-202

Birthdays

Belleville Tax & Accounting Service, Inc.

•   Small Business Accounting & Financial Statements
•   Payroll Services
•   Business and Personal Tax Returns
•   Small Business Advising and Start-Up Consultation
•   Quickbooks Training and Support

Providing Services to Small Business and Individuals

152 Main Street
(in The Professional Building)

Belleville, MI 48111

Call Us Today!
(734) 697-8000

Denise W. Baker, MSA, CPA Gayl Parr, CPA

All major credit cards accepted

Criss, Wilmarth & Parr
Certified Public Accountants

Visit our website
www.bellevilletaxservices.com

For Classified Advertising, Display Advertising or News Tips.
One call does it all: 734-699-9020
The Belleville-Area Independent

In-Home Service 
Calls on Most 

Major Appliances.

(734) 697-3206

JOE’S APPLIANCE
REPAIR

(continued on page 6)

Letters

(734) 699-1550
See our menu online at:
chinakingbelleville.comchinakingbelleville.com

LUNCH •• DINNER
Best Buffet Around!

Next to the Belleville Post Office
HOTSPOT

BEER & WINE AVAILABLE • DRIVE-THRU PICKUP
Delivery AvAilAble Thru uber eATS, Grubhub & DOOr DASh!

OPEN HOURS
MONDAY - THURSDAY  1:00AM – 9:00PM
FRIDAY & SATURDAY  11:00AM – 10:00PM
SUNDAY    11:30AM - 9:00PM

45915 S. I-94 Service Dr., Belleville

KAREN’S
PLACE

A Salon
For Everyone

36968 Huron River Drive
New Boston, Michigan
Appointments & Walk-ins Welcome
734-753-9130

Open: Tues.– Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-3
ANNOUNCEMENT

Karen’s Place has a new Nail Tech.
Call Lexi for an appointment today!

Only 300 tickets will be soldOnly 300 tickets will be sold 
at $100/ea, so buy yours now!

Contact Pete Pitzen
(734) 699-8563

petepitzen2@att.netpetepitzen2@att.net

ST. ANTHONY MEN’S CLUB
$10,000 RAFFLE

FEBRUARY 2, 2025

Community Center 
closure is ridiculous
To the editor:
   Add my family to the list of those 
annoyed and dismayed to find out the VBT 
Community Center will be closed from 
before Christmas until after New Year’s. 
I can’t for the life of me see why anyone 
thought this would be a good idea.
  Anyone who’s a parent knows how hard 
it can be to keep children entertained and 
active over this stretch. Locking us out of 
a facility we pay membership dues to use 
and tax dollars to fund is outrageous, to be 
blunt.
   In addition, it’s also a missed opportunity 
to grow membership and earn new 
revenue. This is a gross mismanagement of 
a community asset and I hope the powers 
that be will allow common sense to prevail 
and allow the Community Center to remain 
open even if the operating hours need to be 
scaled back to accomplish that.

VBT Taxpayer and Paid Center Member

Thank you,
St. Jude Thaddeus
To the editor:
   Thank you, St. Jude Thaddeus.
   May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be adored, 
glorified, loved and preserved throughout 
the world now and forever. Sacred Heart of 
Jesus, hear our prayer. St. Jude Thaddeus, 
worker of miracles, pray for us. St. Jude 
Thaddeus, helper of the hopeless, pray for 
us.
   Say this prayer nine times a day for nine 
days. On the ninth day your prayer will be 
answered. Publication must be promised.
   Thank you, Jesus and St. Jude Thaddeus, 
for prayers answered.
C.P., Wayne, MI

Library to consult 
attorney over Wayne 
County penal fines

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   About a decade ago, someone with 
institutional knowledge retired from Wayne 
County and since then the libraries in the 
county have been overpaid and underpaid 
in court penal fines because the needed 
percentages being used were wrong.
   At the regular meeting of the Belleville 
Area District Library Board on Dec. 10, 
library director Mary Jo Suchy said the 
library has recently been informed that it 
has been overpaid $139,087.48 over the 
last ten years and needs to pay it back.
   She said representatives from the 
Library of Michigan met with library 
directors in Wayne County regarding their 
proposed solution to the underpayments 
and overpayments. Their goal is to have 
a solution that is fair and equitable to all 
of the libraries involved, Suchy said in a 
written report.
   “Our library has been both over and 
underpaid over the past ten years, however, 
our total overpayment is $139,087.48,” she 
said.
   The Library of Michigan proposes a 
repayment schedule where the owing 
libraries apply their future penal fine 
revenue to their overpayment and 
the Belleville overpayment would be 
completely paid off in four years.
   “We could also opt to repay all of the 
money at once, and we definitely have 
enough revenue in our fund balance 
account to accomplish this,” she said.
   As time goes on, the libraries who are 
owed penal fines would be made whole.
   In order to move this solution forward, the 
Library of Michigan strongly encourages 
that the libraries involved participate in a 
settlement agreement and the Library of 
Michigan would need an affirmation from 
the Belleville library by Jan. 31, 2025 if 
they wish to pursue the agreement.
   The Library of Michigan also highly 
recommends that libraries involve their 
attorneys in this process and Suchy said the 
Library of Michigan has a list of attorneys 
knowledgeable in the situation that could 
be hired.
   Suchy said Belleville is going to get an 
attorney.
   She said there are 25 or 26 libraries in 
Wayne County. One library noticed a 

   Dec. 27 – Janet Millard

Do you have a birthday soon? Does someone 
you know have a birthday? Let us know and 
we will print the name as soon as possible. For 
more information, call (734) 699-9020.
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District Library
(continued from page 5)

To build a better world,
start in your own community!

 The Law Office of

  Amy M. Eversole
152 Main St.
Suite 11
Belleville, Mich. 48111 www.amyeversolelaw.com

Call 734-718-8574
• Estate Planning  • Probate  • Property Law

HONESTY IS OUR POLICY!

BAI

50 South Street at 5-Points, Belleville • 734-325-7065
Open Monday – Friday  8am - 6pm

Disc Brake special
premium paDs & rotors,

incluDes laBor, starting at $300
Most Cars. Restrictions Apply.

WITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 12-31-24
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SENIORS, VETERANS &
ACTIVE MILITARY TAKE

10% OFF YOUR TOTAL BILL
WITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 12-31-24

$4999

BAI

NEW CUSTOMERS GET
10% OFF LABOR DURING OUR:
GET-TO-KNOW-YOUR-FRIENDS-TRUSTWORTHY-

RELIABLE-AUTO-MECHANIC-SALE
WITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 12-31-24 BAI

WITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 12-31-24

$4999VEHICLE CHECK
Belts, Hoses, Etc.

LET’S GET READY FOR WINTER!

BAI

N
  presented by Janet Deaton

Certified Dog Trainer
janet@dogsbyjanet.com       (734) 604-1720dogs by janet ~ Belleville

starts ...
ext puppy training class 

© 2024 D2 Enterprises, All Rights Reserved. USARegistration required prior to first class session.*

“House Rules” and consistency

Loose-leash walking

Real-world socialization

Your questions (time permitting) 

... Thursday, January 9, 2025, 6:30 pm to 
7:30 pm; runs 5 weeks.* We’ll cover:

One Call Does It All...
...At The Independent

734-699-9020

Dudek Heating & Cooling
Service and Installation

Licensed and Insured • Free Estimates • Furnaces • Boilers
Air Conditioning • Duct Work • Humidifiers • Water Heaters

Generators • Electrical • Plumbing
Keith Dudek : Owner
11681 Rawsonville
Belleville, MI 48111

Office: (734) 461-6165
Cell: (734) 730-9733

LLC

problem a couple of years ago and it was 
investigated.
   “How do we know that is the correct 
figure now?” asked board member Dan 
Fleming.
   Treasurer Tonya Stoudemire said that 
Wayne County is liable for making the 
mistake and Suchy said that all the libraries 
could get together on that.
   Suchy said Belleville usually received 
about $36,000 annually in penal fines.
   Board members decided to look into the 
situation and get more information before 
making a decision at the next regular 
meeting at 7:30 p.m., Jan. 14.
   Suchy said she could get someone from 
the State Library to come out and talk to 
the library board.
   The State of Michigan website 
notes: Michigan is the only state that 
constitutionally mandates the use of penal 
fines as a funding mechanism for libraries. 
Michigan has enacted statutes requiring 
that all fines collected for violations of 
the state penal laws are paid to the local 
county treasurer. The courts determine the 
percentage of each fine/fee that comprise 
“penal fines” and the percentage of each 
fine/fee that comprise court “costs.” The 
county treasurer receives the penal fines 
collected by the courts in that county. The 
county treasurer then distributes those 
penal fines to eligible libraries within that 
county on a per-capita basis using service 
population numbers supplied by the 
Library of Michigan. 
   In other business at the 42-minute 
meeting, the board:
   • Honored board member John Juriga 
for his hard work and levity since this 
was his last meeting after not running for 
reelection. The board presented an artist’s 
sketch of him as a going-away present and 
had a special cake prepared to share. Dr. 
Maria Jackson-Smith has been elected to 
his seat and will be sworn in at the meeting 
on Jan. 14. Juriga said he was a Boy Scout 
and his first badge was Camping. He said 
he learned always to leave the campground 
better than you found it, and that’s what he 
tries to do;
   • Set meetings for the year on the second 
Tuesday of the month at 7:30 p.m., except 
for the November meeting, which will be 
switched to Nov. 18 because of Veterans 
Day falling on the second Tuesday;
   • Set the dates when the library will be 
closed in 2025, which includes New Year’s 

Day, Martin Luther King , Jr. Day on 
Jan. 20, Easter Sunday on April 20, Staff 
Training Day on April 25, Memorial Day 
on May 26, Independence Day on July 4, 
Labor Day on Sept. 1, Veterans Day on 
Nov. 11, Thanksgiving Day and the day 
after, Nov. 27 and 28, Christmas Eve and 
Day on Dec. 24 and 25, and New Year’s 
Eve on Dec. 31. Board member Juriga 
asked if the Juneteenth holiday could be 
added. Suchy said they leave the library 
open, but plan special programs to observe 
that federal holiday. Treasurer Stoudemire 
said she liked the library being open and 
having a program;
   • Heard Suchy report that she spoke 
with O’Neal Construction who will start 
meeting with contractors and putting 
together quotes for the automated doors 
and vape detectors in the public restrooms 
and for the installation of black stair treads 
on the circular stairs. The replacement 
flagpole light is on order, but there is a 
long lead time for that part, so that project 
will need to wait until the weather starts to 
improve in the spring, she said;
   • Learned Ronda Reed with be retiring at 
the end of the year after 18 years of service. 
Carol Johnson will also be retiring in the 
near future, pending the sale of her house 
to move out of state. She has been with the 
library since 2004. Suchy said these two 
will be greatly missed; and
   • Was advised the Friends of the Library 
are selling honey from the beehives on the 
library roof. Cost is $10 per jar, with a limit 
of three per customer.
   Absent from the meeting were 
chairwoman Sharon Peters and secretary 
Alma Hughes-Grubbs. Vice chairwoman 
Linda Priest presided.

To build a
better world,

start in
your own

community!

   The Michigan Department of Labor and 
Economic Opportunity (LEO) has awarded 
$42.7 million in Going PRO Talent 
Fund  grants to 697 businesses across 
the state, including two with Belleville 
addresses.
   Businesses will use the funding to 
train 8,089 new hires and 14,692 current 
employees starting in January 2025. Since 
its launch in 2014, the Going PRO Talent 
Fund has provided workforce development 
opportunities by awarding 7,480 grants 
to support more than 220,000 Michigan 
workers.
   In Belleville the grants are for Autokiniton, 
$35,326.70, and Local Marketing Pro, 
LLC, $22,000.
   “The Going PRO Talent Fund provides 

Michigan LEO grants 2025 awards, 
two with Belleville addresses

Michiganders the opportunity to learn 
new skills and advance their careers 
while empowering businesses to grow, 
innovate and compete in our fast-changing 
economy,” said LEO Director Susan 
Corbin.
   “By fostering a stronger connection 
between workforce development and 
business needs, we’re building a Michigan 
where individuals and employers alike can 
thrive, creating lasting economic growth 
and opportunity for all.”
   Applications for Fiscal Year 2025 Going 
PRO Talent Fund will open in the Spring 
of 2025.
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CREMATION
$895.00 complete
NO Hidden Service Fees

(800) 331-5051
DUZAK Funeral & 

Cremation Center, Inc.
Southeast Michigan’s Lowest 

Cremation Cost Provider
Since 1977

www.duzakcremation.com

(734) 697-4500
www.DAVIDCBROWNFH.com

Complete Line of Monuments & Markers.

David C. Brown
Funeral Home

460 E. HURON RIVER DR., BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

Serving Belleville, Sumpter townShip & van Buren townShip For over 41 YearS

Pursuit of Excellence
National Funeral Directors Association

Live ~ Laugh ~ Love 

Remember

Live ~ Laugh ~ Love 

Remember
Live ~ Laugh ~ Love 

Remember
David C. Brown, Founder  •  Shelly A. Brown-Chudzinski, Manager

Would you like to have 
your ChurCh listed in 

this direCtory?
Call advertising

Manager Janet Millard 
at 734-699-9020 today!

 
 

810 E. HURON RIVER DR. BELLEVILLE, MI | 734.697.7456 
Sunday | Adult Bible Fellowship & Children’s Sunday 

School 9:45am | Morning Worship 11am 
Wednesday | Kids & Teens 6:45pm | Bible For Life 7pm 

Visit bethanybiblechurch.com for more info 

810 E. HURON RIVER DR. BELLEVILLE, MI | 734.697.7456
Sunday | Adult Bible Fellowship & Children’s Sunday

School 9:45am | Morning Worship 11am 
Wednesday | Kids & Teens 6:45pm | Bible In Action 7pm

Visit bethanybiblechurch.com for more info

RiveR of Life AssembLy of God
16650 Sumpter Rd., Belleville, MI 48111
All services are open to in person or live stream.
sunday morning Worship @ 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Adult, youth & Children @ 7 p.m.

Visit rol-ag.com      (734) 699-6700

1770 Ridge Road, Ypsilanti, MI 48198
Sunday Bible Study 10 AM, Worship Service 11 AM

Sunday Evening Worship 6 PM and
Wednesday Bible Study 7:30 PM

www.ridgeroadcoc.org   (734) 485-2930

Ridge Road Church of Christ

SUNDAYS @ 10 A.M.
Connect Classes

11 a.m. Sunday Worship

WEDNESDAYS @ 6 P.M.
S.O.S. Recovery & Support Group

WEDNESDAYS @ 7 P.M.
Bible Study & Youth Groups

894 E. Huron River Dr. 
Belleville

JOIN US IN PERSON, ONLINE & 
FOLLOW US ON

409 W. Columbia Avenue  (734) 697-1211
▪ Saturday Mass: 6:00pm

▪ Sunday Masses:  8:30am & 10:30am
▪ Mondays:  6:30pm Adoration
www.stanthonybelleville.com

ST. ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH

BELLEVILLE
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST

Saturday Mornings
Bible Study 10:00  Worship 11:30

89 South Edgemont
bellevillesda.com

Moving forward           417 Charles
in Christ together!          Sunday 10am
bellevillefirstumc.org         734.697.9288

BELLEVILLE FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

FAITH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
6020 Denton Road

Belleville, MI 48111    (734) 483-2276
www.faithchurchdenton.org

Sunday Worship at 9:30am. Bible Study & 
refreshments after Worship.

11900 Belleville Road
Service and Sunday School

10:00 a.m.

BELLEVILLE PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH

Patronize Our Advertisers!
They are the ones who give

you this free paper!

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   The Belleville Downtown Development 
Authority at its regular meeting on Dec. 
18 considered sponsoring a big barbecue 
competition. Members plan to attend a large 
competition in March in Livonia to see how 
it’s done.
   Belleville Mayor Ken Voigt, who sits on 
the DDA, said he ran into a woman that 
takes part in the big competitions with her 
husband nationally and they are certified 
barbecue event presenters. Mayor Voigt had 
passed the information on to DDA Director 
Steve Jones and Jones talked to her husband, 
Bob.
   Jones said Bob, who is a judge in 
the competition, was excited about the 
possibility of having another big barbecue 
event in Michigan. He said there are a couple 
of thousand BBQ competitions nationally 
and a national competition.
   The Belleville DDA will be able to talk to 
promoters in March and see how the event is 
run. Jones said the DDA wants to do it in the 
correct way so it is successful. He said he 
was told it takes a year to plan such an event.
   He suggested the DDA do a trial run next 
fall to get experience.
   DDA member Chris Donley said in the 
past he had suggested having a BBQ event 
with craft beers, but the DDA seemed to 
think having just BBQ was enough.
   Jones will get more specific information 
on the BBQ event in Livonia and email it to 
DDA members. Several showed interest in 
attending that event.
   The DDA also heard a report from DDA 
treasurer Sabrina Richardson-Williams, 
who on Dec. 10 met with Belleville High 
School assistant principal Brian Roberson 
and interested BHS student leaders to 
discuss the formation of a Youth Council in 
conjunction with the Belleville DDA and to 
plan a DDA-sponsored youth event.
   BHS students Ivana Goff, president of 
the senior class, and Callie King, who had 
attended the Dec. 10 meeting, were also 
present at the DDA meeting on Dec. 18 to 
discuss the proposals.
   Discussion focused on a Block Party on 

Belleville DDA considers big BBQ 
competition, block party for teens

the last day of school on Friday, June 13. 
Classes are dismissed at 10:35 a.m. that 
day, Ivana told the DDA. The event was 
suggested for 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
   It was suggested that besides high school 
students, the event should include eighth 
graders who will be heading to the high 
school after summer vacation. The high 
schoolers could give information to the 
eighth graders on their new school.
   Richardson-Williams said she has been 
talking about having an Alley Party for 
about two years. She said they want to call 
it a Block Party.
   She said they want to have free Kona Ice, 
food trucks and food booths, live music or 
disc jockey, bounce house, backyard party 
games, rock painting, face painting, tables 
with information from BHS groups, art 
activities, BHS merchandise tables with 
T-shirts, bracelets, hats, and raffles, with 
free entry with a valid VBPS student ID.
   The Block Party was proposed to take 
place in the alley between The Crafted Café 
and the Belleville Area Public Library or 
another place with lots of room.
   The event would promote more positive 
engagement and interest in the downtown 
area, according to notes taken by assistant 
principal Roberson. It also would generate 
a list of students interested in being on a 
Youth Council for the city of Belleville.
   Jones suggested it could be held in the 
new parking lot behind the former hardware 
store. Mayor Voigt suggested half of the 
library parking lot and the Fourth Street 
Square could be used.
   Jones added the possibility of Victory Park 
or Village Park.
   Mayor Voigt said they could close down 
Main Street between Third and Roys streets.
   Jones said once they find out exactly what 
they want to do, the DDA can decide where 
to do it. Mayor Voigt said then they could 
figure out a budget for the DDA.
   Richardson-Williams said after the 
holidays she’ll talk with the BHS principal 
and assistant principal. Mayor Voigt offered 
to help as a volunteer on the committee that 
will be set up for the event.
   In other business at the one-hour-16-
minute meeting, the DDA:
   •  Briefly discussed the DDA Director 
Job Description prepared by a committee 
made up Mayor Voigt, vice-chairman John 
Winter, and DDA member Donley. Jones 
said he received the draft copy a few hours 
before the meeting, but he would email it to 
everyone. The DDA members were asked 
to review the job description for possibly 
taking action at the next meeting;
   •  Heard Jones give a 15-minute 2024 DDA 
Report. Reports to the public are required by 
state law twice a year;
   •  Heard Jones report that the Southeaster 
Michigan Council of Governments 
(SEMCOG) has improved its website with 
many interactive graphics with information 
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Accurate Dental Denture Inc.
“Serving the Belleville and Van Buren community for

over 20 years with quality and caring service.”

CROWNS  •  ROOT CANALS  •  EXTRACTIONS  •  FILLINGS
WHITENING  •  BONDING  •  DENTURES (SOFT & FLEXIBLE)

734-697-5477
781 Sumpter Rd. Belleville

(In Belle Plaza)

COMPLETE DENTURE or PARTIAL
WITH COUPON

$54900

HEALTHY KIDS DENTAL
Accepting Blue Cross Complete,

Molina, Wellcare, Meridian & 
Medicaid!

EACH

Call
For

Details

SAME DAY DENTURE REPAIRS
Immediate Dentures and

Flippers Available.

Quality Dentures at
Affordable Prices!

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

NEW PATIENT
SPECIAL

$4999 Includes
Exam, Cleaning

& X-Rays
WITH

COUPON 

• Custom Design
   Jewelry
• Repairs
   on the Spot
• Watch
   Battery
   Change
• Buying
   Gold

504 Main Street, Belleville, MI 48111504 Main Street, Belleville, MI 48111

        734.444.2323734.444.2323  Tony Kayrouze
          tony@kayrouzejewelry.comtony@kayrouzejewelry.com

• Bridal Rings &
     Wedding Bands
• Creation Diamonds
• Natural Diamonds

KAYROUZE  JEWELRY
Independent photo by Rosemary K. Otzman

The Belleville Rotary Club’s Cozadd Foundation presented a check for $20,939.15 to 
Sumpter Township Public Safety Director/Police Chief Eric Luke to pay for a Lund 
University Cardiopulmonary Assist System. The LUCAS equipment is on the table at left 
and fire fighters demonstrated how it works. Behind the table, from left, are Sumpter Fire 
Chief Rick Brown, 34th District Court Judge Lisa Martin (a member of the foundation 
board), Fire Lt. Jamie Goode, foundation Vice-President David Parrott, foundation board 
members Ray Eissinger and John Juriga, Sumpter Public Safety Director/Police Chief 
Eric Luke, Sumpter Clerk Don LaPorte, and foundation Secretary/Treasurer Keith Bruder.

   The Charles B. Cozadd Rotary 
Foundation presented a grant of nearly 
$21,000 to Sumpter Township Director of 
Public Safety Eric Luke on Dec. 17 at the 
Sumpter Fire Station.
   The grant will fund the purchase of a 
Lund University Cardiopulmonary Assist 
System (LUCAS). The LUCAS device 
is a portable, mechanical device intended 
to aid first responders in delivering 
automated chest compressions to patients 
experiencing cardiac arrest.
   Unlike manual CPR, which can vary 
in quality and consistency, a LUCAS 

Cozadd Foundation gives almost 
$21,000 grant to Sumpter FD

device provides high-quality, guidelines-
consistent mechanical chest compressions, 
allowing first responders to concentrate on 
other critical aspects of patient care. 
   The Charles B. Cozadd Rotary 
Foundation, Inc. is organized exclusively 
for charitable, religious, educational 
and scientific purposes, and for making 
distributions to tax-exempt organizations 
primarily in the tri-community area for 
such purposes. Grant applications can 
be found on the Belleville Rotary Club’s 
website.
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we’re open monday–Friday, 8am-6pm

ANIMAL MEDICAL CENTER of VAN BUREN
Scott Driscoll, DVM                    Keri Dasher, DVM

491 Sumpter Road, Belleville, MI 48111
734-699-6510

www.amcvanburen.com

Schedule Your Appointment Today!

Specializing in large and HazardouS removalS

PROFESSIONAL
TREE SERVICE
24 Hr. EmErgEncy SErvicE
TrEE Trimming & rEmoval

STump & SHrubbEry rEmoval
cranE SErvicE  ••   FirEwood

Fully inSurEd  ••   FrEE ESTimaTES
SEnior ciTizEn diScounT

EMERGENCIES & 
BELLEVILLE AREA

Call Joe (734) 664-9285
10% OFF MENTION AD
Call Tom (734) 864-2243

 Call Milton's at 734-391-0190

Tell us you want to transfer to
Milton's

Done, we do the rest!

Old Pharmacy

Transfer to Milton's TODAY

The Pharmacy

on Main St

that's here to

stay!

248 Main St 
Belleville, MI 48111

EARLY
DEADLINES

Due to the upcoming
New Years Day Holiday,

ALL ads must be submitted
by 4 p.m Thursday, 12/26/24.

Classified advertising
deadline is Noon Friday, 

12/27/24.

Photos courtesy of Chris Donnelly
The Belleville Yacht Club won the Grand 
Marshal Award in the Dec. 7 Winter Fest 
Parade in Belleville. It was presented by 
one of the Grand Marshals, Aleisa Pitt. The 
theme of the parade was Classic Christmas 
Movies and the BYC entered its “The Polar 
Express” float. Holding the trophy is Anton 
Van De Ven.

Winterfest parade units 
earn awards on Dec. 7
   The Belleville Area Chamber of 
Commerce’s lighted Winterfest parade was 
Dec. 7 with the float theme of “Classic 
Christmas Movies.”
   • P&P Dance Studio won the Most- 
Enthusiastic Award;
   • The Seventh Day Adventist Church won 
the Best Use of Lights Award;
   •  Belleville Faith Community Church 
won the award for Best Use of Theme; and
   •  The Grand Marshal Trophy was 
presented to the Belleville Yacht Club for 
its rendition of “The Polar Express.”
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The Belleville-Area
Independent Website
is Online! Visit us @ 

bellevilleareaindependent.com

Read The Newspaper 
On The Web!

Thinking of buying or selling?
Our knowledge & Experience will guide you along the way

RON & JANE VESCHE
734.740.4165
WWW.VESCHETEAM.COM

HOURS: 
Monday–Thursday  11 a.m. – 8 p.m.    

Fri.  11 a.m. – 8:30 p.m. ••  Sat.  Noon – 8 p.m.

DAILY SPECIALS  DINE-IN ONLY
MONDAY – $6 Margaritas
TUESDAY –  Taco Tuesday Specials
TAMALES NOW AVAILABLE!TAMALES NOW AVAILABLE!

Follow us on Facebook at Dos Pesos Inc.Follow us on Facebook at Dos Pesos Inc.

11800 Belleville Rd.
697-5777

Mexican
Restaurant

11am – 7pm New Years Eve
Closed New Years Day

TREE SERVICE, INC.
Tree Removal • Tree Trimming
Tree Pruning • Brush Removal

Stump Grinding

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Fully Insured

Free Estimates • Senior Discounts

No Tree Too Big, No Tree Too Small
734-753-5800

tnttree.com

Photos courtesy of Elena Manalp, VBT Communications Dept.
The Belleville Community Chorus held its annual winter concert on Dec. 8 at Belleville 
First United Methodist Church.

This was one of the 27 dogs at the Santa Paws event on Dec. 4 at the Van Buren Township 
Downtown Development Authority office at Harris Park.

Cast members of the “Miracle on 34th 
Street” presentation pose with Santa on 
Dec. 15 at the Van Buren Community 
Center.

The Belleville Area Museum had a wide display of decorated Christmas trees for its 
annual event. Some trees were donated and the money earned from their sales helps the 
museum.
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Angela Lee 
REALTOR & ASSOCIATE BROKER

313-626-1822
Expect Exceptionalism
Serving South Eastern Michigan
www.AngelaLeeYourRealtor.com

eXp Realty is the fastest growing independent real estate
brokerage in the world and the #1 growth leader across
transactions, volume, and agent count.

Arrwood Construction
Grading, Excavating, etc.

Bill Arrwood
owner

313-363-6590

49450 Judd Rd.
Belleville, MI.  48111

arrwoodconstruction@yahoo.com

All Insurances Welcome
Ltd. Lifetime Guarantee
Onsite Rental Cars

R.V. Repair
Auto Glass
Motorcycle

& Watercraft

734.699.7758
sumptercollision@gmail.com

James Chudzinski - Owner
Kevin Schewe - Manager
21585 Sumpter Rd.
Belleville, MI 48111

See
us
on TRAINED

DUANE DETLOR, CIC
AUTO • HOME • MOBILE HOME      

BOAT • BUSINESS • LIFE

38 Fifth Street

Belleville,  MI 48111 Fax 734-697-7939734-697-6000INSURANCE AGENCYDetlor •  Storm Clean Up
•  Free Estimates
•  Tree Topping & Trimming
•  Tree & Shrub Removal
•  Stump Removal • Bucket Service

Insured & Senior Discounts

50% DISCOUNT IF YOU KEEP WOOD/BRUSH!

BONECUTTERS
TREE EXPERTS, LLC

(734) 431-4202

STORM DAMAGE & 
FALL DISCOUNTS!

YEAR ROUND
SERVICE BY

PROFESSIONALS

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   Steven Harsant, president of the 
Keystone Academy Board of Directors, 
told grandparent Tom Griffin that the board 
will review the school’s discipline policy 
as requested.
  “We’ll take a look at it and get back,” 
Harsant said.
   Griffin had waited until the end of the 
Dec. 12 board meeting where he was 
able to speak on issues that weren’t on 
the official agenda. Griffin is a longtime 
member of the Belleville community and 
he spoke on behalf of his 13-year-old 
granddaughter Chloe, who is in her eighth 
year at Keystone and sat next to him in the 
meeting room.
   He said she was suspended for three 
school days and removed from the cheer 
group. Griffin said he felt the discipline 
was rough for the offense, which was not 
specified.
   He said he met with principal Jorvana 
Drain and agreed with the suspension. 
Drain told the board it was the student’s 
second Level 5 offense.
   Griffin said his granddaughter is an A/B 
student and it would be great for her to be 
back on the cheer team.
   He said he looked at the policy on 
suspension and a student is kicked out the 
front door and the door is locked behind 

Keystone board president promises to look at discipline policy
her. There’s no counseling, he said.
   “I would like the board to review the 
policy,” Griffin said. “The student’s well-
being is not taken into account. I would 
like you to look at it.”
   He said his granddaughter takes part in 
cross country and the Science Olympiad 
and, “She loves this school.”
   He repeated that they agreed on the 
suspension, but to be taken off the cheer 
team is too much.
   Principal Drain said for the student’s first 
Level 5 infraction, they didn’t do this, but 
for the second Level 5, they did.
   “It was a mild infraction for a girl just 
13,” Griffin said.
   Level 5 is described in the Student 
Handbook as a Gross Misdemeanor, which 
is an act of misconduct that is a severe 
violation the the Student Code of Conduct 
or the student engages in persistent 
disobedience.
   In other business at the 45-minute 
meeting, the board:
   • Heard National Heritage Academy 
representative Andrew Roth urge board 
members to write or call their state 
legislators concerning Senate Bills 943-
947 brought by Canton Senator Dana 
Polehanki that are unfriendly to charter 
schools. The bills are some of those being 
hurried to passage during the current 
Lame Duck session. “Simple writing is 

effective,” he said, adding he will send 
them a link to a sample letter. He said 
legislators who visit NHA schools “get it 
and turn into supporters”;
   • Heard Roth said the board could 
consider putting the $66,396 in board 
funds into an interest-bearing account. He 
said the account is bringing about 4% now, 
“But don’t quote me on that.” He said you 
have to have at least $20,000 to open that 
account and they do;
   • Was informed the Fall Engagement 
Survey Summary for employees was 
positive. The question “How happy are 
you working at NHA?” had a score of 86 at 
Keystone, with the average NHA score at 
74. The score for that question at Keystone 

for the fall of 2023 was 90;
   • Were advised that retention possibilities 
are being reviewed now, but no decisions 
are made until May;
   • Heard Principal Drain report that 
Keystone during its annual food drive 
collected 2,052 items to donate to the 
City of Belleville/Van Buren Township 
Goodfellow Holiday Assistance Program. 
She said they were once again amazed at 
the generosity of the Keystone families. 
The annual drive is organized by the 
National Junior Honor Society members 
and Ms. Robinson and Ms. Patton; 
   • Was informed there will be no school 
for winter break Dec. 23 to Jan. 3;

Court Watching
Jessica Ryan Pruett

   Jessica Ryan Pruett, 36, of Sumpter 
Township was video-arraigned while in 
custody on a bench warrant issued in 2021 
for failure to appear for a court date. She 
was charged with driving while license 
suspended and no insurance on July 21, 
2021 in the city of Belleville. A remote 
show cause/arraignment/pre-trial was 
set for Dec. 18. She failed to appear so a 
warrant was signed for her arrest.

Eva Hiwot Gary
   Eva Hiwot Gary, 28, of Sumpter 
Township was charged with assault with a 
dangerous weapon (felonious assault) and 
domestic violence -- second-offense notice 
on Nov. 9 in Sumpter Township. Personal 
bond is $25,000. There is to be no contact 
with the victim and child exchange will 
be in a public place. Her probable cause 
conference was held Nov. 20 and then a 
probable cause conference on Dec. 18. A 
live, in-person preliminary exam was set 
for Jan. 22.
Barrarge Dashone-Lamar Ontay-Scott

   Barrarge Dashone-Lamar Ontay-Scott of 
Ypsilanti was video-arraigned in custody 
by Magistrate Hindman on Dec.  12 on 
charges of deliver/manufacture narcotic 
or cocaine (more than 50 grams), delivery/
manufacture of controlled substance, 
possession of less than 25 grams of narcotic 
or cocaine (GBL), possession of controlled 
substance (GBL), and retail fraud second 
degree on Dec. 10 in Van Buren Township.
   A probable cause conference was set 
for Dec. 23 and personal bond was set at 
$5,000. He is not to return to Walmart and 
he should have no drug use.
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“I still believe that if your aim is to 
change the world, journalism is a more 

immediate short-term weapon.”
– Tom Stoppard

Belleville DDA
(continued from page 7) INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

SERVICES

A&L SERVICES
Home Improvement & 

Handyman Service
Painting, Drywall, Carpentry, 

Electrical, Plumbing,
Ceramic Tile, Kitchens & Bath.
Serving Belleville Since 

1995. Call Aaron Schultz 
@ 734-740-0628

ADVANCED H & W
PAYING CASH
Buying Junk Cars & 
Trucks. Free 7 Day 

Pick Up. Call Today!
(734) 223-5581
(517) 605-6388

WANTED

We Work
Monday – Saturday.

734-368-5088
734-545-5195

D.K. JUNK CAR
BUYERS

PAY CASH

HELP WANTED

Kovalak Excavating 
has an opening for 
a Secretary 30 to 

40 hours per week. 
Salary negotiable 

plus Benefits.
Call 734-461-6838 

Supplier Quality Mgr. (Constellium 
Automotive USA, LLC in Van Buren 
Township, MI). Approve/review Supplier 
QA Eng to ensure proper resolution of 
supply QA problems; Manage, train & 
review supplier audits & processes, 
analyze defect trends. Req’d MS in IND/
MFS eng or reltd & 4 yrs exp as QA 
Eng in Auto Plastic Injection Molding 
incl. 1 yr exp in suppl base QA of MFG  
Extrusion of Aluminum. Cert req’d IATF 
& AIAG IATF; 16949. Telecomm ok. 
Limited trvl dom/int’l.

dominique.luk@constellium.comdominique.luk@constellium.com

FOUND

FREE

FOR SALE

VEHICLES FOR SALE

FIREWOOD, all hardwood $85 face 
cord, $45 half face cord. For delivery 
add $10. (734) 341-8557            1/02

------------
WESTERN SNOWPLOW- 7 ½’. $500 
OBO. (734) 417-3233                          1/02

------------
FENCE BOARDS $3.00 each. Firewood 
$75.00.  (734) 461-1414                      06/27

------------
YORKIES, YORKIPOOS, CAVAPOOS, 
Corgis, & other pups. $499 & up. Frisky 
& vet checked. Ypsilanti. View puppies 
at petcitypets.com. (734) 487-0800     1/02

------------

2009 LINCOLN MKX,  AWD V6  3.5 lit  
135,000 miles .  White, great cond. Clean. 
$6,000.  (734) 502 0241                       1/09

------------
2013 FORD TRANSIT CONNECT. 
Automatic, very good condition, no 
rust. $7,950 OBO. Private owner. 
(734) 695-0819                       1/02

------------
2010 JEEP PATRIOT WAGON. 4x4, full 
power & air. Like new inside & out. $4,950 
Private owner. (734) 695-0819        1/02

------------
2009 BUICK LACROSS 4 door, 71,000 
actual miles.  Like new $4,950 OBO. 
(734) 695-0819                               1/02

------------
2009 PONTIAC G6 Hard top convertible.
Must see!  $6,950 OBO.  Private owner.  
(734) 695-0819                                     1/02

------------

ARIENS SNOWPLOW. It worked 
last time used.      (734) 383-0945

------------
JUTE RUG, 7’ x 10’ all natural color with 
brown trim. (734) 941-9567                 12/26

------------
LARGE ADULT RAIN pants with 
suspenders.  (734) 941 9567                  12/26 

------------

CELL PHONE, 11/22/24 on Haggerty 
Road, south of Huron River Drive. (248) 
933-0611                                                12/26

------------
2 TABBY CATS Parkwood and Tyler area.  
(734) 732-1477                               1/02

------------

------------
WANTED – ANY SIZE MEN’S JEANS 
for the homeless. Please drop off at 
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Drive. 
(734) 697-5600                              TFN

------------
WANTED – SMALL CONTAINERS 
of shampoo, toothpaste, etc. to take 
to homeless in Detroit. Drop off at 
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Dr. 
(734) 697-5600                         TFN

------------

------------
LARRY’S HANDYMAN SERVICE. 
No job too small. Interior/exterior 
painting, hang wallpaper, powerwashing 
& carpentry. (618) 267-7774     04/03/25

------------
KNIFE SHARPENING.  Tired of dull 
knives call, Razor Knife Sharpening. 
(734) 699-6634                        12/26

------------

------------
COMMERCIAL CLEANING POSITION 
in Canton.  Flexible hours & 7 days/week. 
Mon-Thurs. 9pm-12.  Fri-Sun.  6pm-
9pm.  Offers competitive pay & a pleasant 
work environment.  (734) 673-2364 or 
rdunn08@yahoo.com                             12/26

------------

Notice to Advertisers:
The Belleville-Area Independent will not be liable 
for failure to publish an ad as requested or for more 
than one incorrect insertion of an advertisement. 
In the event of any error or omission in printing or 
publication of an advertisement, you must notify 
us within five days of publication or on the date of 
insertion, if an ad is scheduled as part of a package, 
so there is time to correct subsequent publications. 
The Independent’s liability shall be limited to an   
adjustment for the cost of the space occupied by the 
error with a maximum liability being cancellation 
of the cost of the first incorrect advertisement or 
republication of the corrected advertisement. Under 
no circumstances shall the Independent be liable for 
consequential damages of any kind.

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE:
   All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair      
Housing Act which makes it illegal to 
advertise "any preference, limitation 
or discrimination based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin, or an intention, to 
make any such preference, limitation 
or discrimination." Familial status 
includes children under the age of 18 
living with parents or legal custodians, 
pregnant women and people securing 
custody of children under 18.
   This newspaper will not knowingly 
accept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. 
The toll-free telephone number for the 
hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

for its members, which includes Belleville. 
Donley asked if it reports on where people 
are visiting from and Jones thought it did;
   •  Approved pre-paying $19,800 by Dec. 
27 for the 2025 campaign in four quarterly 
issues of Van Buren TODAY magazine, as 
well as pull outs in the Canton, Livonia, 
and Northville / Plymouth / Lyon editions. 
Donley, chairman of the DDA marketing 
committee, arranged the order. He said 
Community Publishing and Marketing 
salesperson Mark Fisher is very flexible;
   •  Removed from the agenda a proposal 
to replace the city clock in the Fourth Street 
Square for more information;
   •  Approved taking the lower price quote 
for fixing the wall at the former hardware 
store. No one could remember the exact 
price that had been discussed at the Nov. 20 
meeting. At the November meeting Jones 
reported the city engineer believed the lower 
cost option would be an effective solution 
and it would be under $50,000. Voigt asked 
if they don’t need to put in a new footing 
since the present footing is over 100 years 
old. Jones said they’ll have someone cut the 
floor to inspect the footing and Voigt said to 
cut it in a couple of places. Jones said at the 
Dec. 18 meeting that they drilled in several 
places and there is a sturdy footing. The 
DDA, which purchased the hardware store, 
is seeking the proper repair of the wall that 
is next to the former drug store wall, but not 
connected;
   •  Approved designation of Chase Capital 
Improvements Account for the parking 
lot project. Budget committee chairperson 
Denise Baker, who also is DDA secretary 
and a CPA, said the committee met with 
Kelly Howey of Plante Moran and this needs 
to be done as part of the budget balance 
sheet before the audit;
   •  Heard Mayor Voigt ask for two things to 
be put on the January meeting agenda. The 
first was a plan to refurbish the boardwalk at 
Horizon Park because it is in rough shape. 
Also, he asked that Jones put on that agenda 
extension of the streetscape to improve the 
intersection between the two bridges. He 
said they have a new bridge going north and 
they soon will have another new bridge on 
Denton Road and, “The intersection looks 
like a third-world country.” He said it should 
be done while the Denton Road Bridge is 
down;
   •  Heard DDA member Mike Gatteri 
suggest that a contest with incentives for 
holiday lights for businesses in the DDA 
district. He said places like Rochester have 
great lights downtown and this should be 
discussed; and
   •  Heard Donley say he will be out of town 
on business for the next two meetings and 
wondered if he could attend the meetings by 
zoom. Jones said it was difficult to do when 
they meet at the library, like they did that 
evening, but it was easy at city hall.
   Absent from the Dec. 18 meeting were 
chairperson Alicia McGovern, and DDA 
member Valerie Kelley-Bonner and Kelly 
McWilliams. Vice-chairman John Winter 
presided over the meeting.
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Things to do in the
Belleville area...

Name:_______________________________________
Address:____________________________________
City, State, Zip______________________________
Phone#_____________________________________
Mail to:  Belleville-Area Independent
  152 Main St., Suite 9
  Belleville, MI  48111

Just incase we have any
trouble with your order.

SUBSCRIBE

TODAY!

Having trouble finding the Belleville-Area 
Independent on the newsstands or just want to 
subscribe?  Fill out the form below and send a 
check for $55(in Michigan), $60 everywhere else 
in the U.S.  6 month subscriptions are available 
for just $27.50. To subscribe even faster, call us 
Monday - Friday between 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. (local 
time) at (734) 699-9020. We accept almost all 
credit/debit cards. We also have gift subscriptions 
available for any occasion. Thank you!

SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

STATE OF ILLINOIS
CIRCUIT COURT COUNTY OF LAKE

NOTICE BY PUBLICATION
Orders No. 2024OP002188, 2024OP002187

James Justice Hammond
vs.

Makayla Danielle Tew
NOTICE IS GIVEN TO YOU, Makayla 
Danielle Tew, that this case has been 
commenced in this court by the petitioner 
against you for ORDER OF PROTECTION 
and other relief.
UNLESS YOU file your answer or otherwise 
file your appearance in this case in the Office 
of the Circuit Clerk of this Court in the Lake 
County Courthouse, Waukegan, Illinois, on 
or before DECEMBER 27th, 2024.
A JUDGEMENT OR DECREE BY 
DEFAULT MAY BE TAKEN AGAINST 
YOU FOR THE RELIEF ASKED IN THE 
PETITION.      Publish: Dec. 12, 19, 26, 2024

Public Notice

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   At the end of the 44-minute Sumpter 
Township regular meeting on Dec. 10, 
Treasurer Bart Patterson said that he had 
been thinking about it for a while and 
knows the U.S. Congress and Senate open 
and close their meetings with prayers and 
he’d like board members to consider that 
for Sumpter.
   He said a year and a half ago, when he 
first came on the board, he mentioned it. 
He would like to see it somewhere in the 
meeting, he said.
   “Mary [Ban] reminded me tonight when 
she said ‘Jesus is the reason for the season,’ 
so I’d like to request that sometime in 
our meetings we have prayer,” he said, 
thanking Ban for the reminder.
   The board was enthusiastic about the 
request to add prayer to the board meeting 
and Supervisor Tim Bowman invited 
Treasurer Patterson to say a prayer right 
then and he did.
   Patterson asked God, among other 
things, to help  the board members in their 
big responsibility “to guide and lead our 
township.”
   Then, the last regular meeting of the year 
closed on a happy note.
   In other business at the 44-minute 
meeting, the board:
   • Set a special meeting for 6 p.m. on 
Thursday, Dec. 12, to consider approval 
to file application for MEC Fiber Optics 
consideration and to consider approval of 
the collective bargaining joint healthcare 
selection for the 2025 Healthcare Package. 
Treasurer Patterson and Trustee Tim 
Rush said they couldn’t attend the special 
meeting, but the rest of the board said they 

Sumpter closes Dec. 10 meeting with a prayer by Treasurer Patterson
could so a quorum was expected;
   • Heard Mary Herring, a resident since 
1969, congratulate the new board and tell 
them she’s seen administrations come and 
go and she wanted them to build upon the 
successes and failures of the past. She 
wished them luck as they moved forward. 
Herring said she was on the Parks and 
Recreation Commission for 16 years 
and she offered a challenge to the new 
members of Parks & Rec to listen to the 
people to learn what they want. She said 
the township has an under-used community 
center. She said they used to have youth 
basketball and adult volleyball in the gym 
and maybe they could have square-dance 
lessons in the gym. She said she also hasn’t 
dropped the idea of getting a dog park in 
the tri-community, since so many people 
live in mobile home parks and apartments. 
She also praised Police Chief Eric Luke 
for working to get the police department 
accredited. She said the township has a lot 
to be proud of with the police department 
and, “They serve us well”;
   • Heard Mary Ban agree that the police 
department is top notch and Parks and 
Recreation is improved. She asked if the 
township will have Sumpter Fest and 
Trustee Rush said it’s on the table but it 
will take several steps to get back where it 
was. Ban said she missed having the usual 
Christmas tree at township hall this year 
but the community center’s senior party 
had beautiful decorations and “a real good 
party.” She said former employee Karen 
Armatis was there giving full support. She 
said there were no board members there 
and she said she knows they all have jobs, 
but, “You missed a real good party.” Then 
she reminded them that “Jesus is the reason 

for the season”;
   • Heard Chief Luke announce there 
was a three-way tie for the intersections 
with the most crashes during November: 
Rawsonville and Bemis, Rawsonville and 
Willis and Sumpter and Willow;
   • Heard Rush announce that he finally got 
through to the government representative 
for Comcast and the previous Thursday a 
technician came out and now Governmental 
Channel 12 is all cleaned up. He said they 
could use a new coder, but he thinks the 
township shouldn’t spend the money since 
Comcast will be installing new coders in 
the next year or year and a half;
   • Heard Clerk Donald LaPorte announce 
that the fire department’s old rescue truck 
was put out for auction and the department’s 
new Ford Expedition truck is now outfitted 
and in service. He said shows where some 
of the township’s federal ARPA funds 
went;
   • Approved warrants totalling $187,269.83, 
which included an IDR electronic modified 
payment with penalty of $2,461.80;
   • Passed a resolution approving the three 
2025 Wayne County annual permits for 
emergency repairs, annual maintenance 
work, and other things;
   • Approved and filed Rob Young’s 
attorney report since he was not present;
   • Approved a resolution for annual 
exemption from Contribution Act 152 of 
2011, since the township qualifies under 
the provision for exemption as provided in 
the Act;
   • Removed from the agenda appointments 
to the Board of Review, without 
explanation;
   • Approved appointing Clerk LaPorte, 
Treasurer Patterson, Trustee Matthew 
Oddy, Deputy Campbell, Deputy Herman, 
and Chief Luke to be the interview 
committee for the Human Resources 
Specialist position;
   • Approved paying all the warrants 
through Jan. 3, 2025, with Trustee Frazier 
asking that copies of the warrants be sent to 

board members as soon as available;
   • Approved posting and interviewing 
candidates for the full-time staff position 
of Human Resources Specialist;
   • Approved the payout of final benefits for 
Karen Armatis in the amount of $1,869.42;
   • Approved hiring Wyatt Behrendt as a 
seasonal, part-time DPW worker effective 
Jan. 6, 2025 at the AFSCME rate of $23.33 
per hour up to 29 hours weekly, pending 
completion of background and drug 
screening;
   • Approved hiring Lucky Gunter as 
the Director of Water, Sewer, and Public 
Works pending completion of background 
and drug screening at pay of $90,000 
annually and direct the township manager 
and attorney to draft the employment 
agreement;
   • Approved sending the Acrisure proposal 
for the 2025 medical, vision, and dental 
employee benefits and monthly premium 
costs to the joint CVA committee for 
selection at the meeting to be held on Dec. 
11 which then will go to the Dec. 12 special 
meeting;
   • Accepted the proposal of Midwest 
Pavement for the maintenance of the fire 
hall parking lots at a cost not to exceed 
$6,000 to be paid with ARPA funds or 
other funds available. The stripes will be 
painted in the spring;
   • Approved paying the 50% downpayment 
of $19,200 to Pristine Roofing LLC using 
ARPA funds;
   • Approved the final payment to Midwest 
Pavement for the campus parking lots for a 
total of $241,900 using ARPA funds;
   • Approved, with regrets, the Dec. 11 
resignation of Dawn Hadiuyk as payroll 
clerk and elections specialist. It was 
reported she had a new job in the field she 
was working to be a part of; and
   • Removed from the agenda the closed 
session as it relates to employee matters.

   • Friday, Dec. 27 – Van Buren Eagles at 9961 
Beck Rd. presents dinner at 5 p.m., meat raffle/
auction at 6:30 p.m., followed by Flaunt Love, 
a two-person band.
   • Tuesday, Dec. 31 – Van Buren Eagles #3996 
will hold its annual New Year’s Eve Party at the 
lodge at 9961 Beck Rd., Van Buren Township. 
Live music with the Saddle Rock Bank and a 
catered dinner with brisket, port loin, or chick, 
along with pizza, champagne, and balloon drop 
at midnight. Tickets are $40 before Dec. 15 and 
$45 after. Tickets are available at the Eagles or 
through Paypal:www.foe3996.com .
   • Sunday, Feb. 2 – St. Anthony Men’s Club 
55th annual raffle, drawing between 2-3 p.m., 
St. Anthony Parish Center, 409 W. Columbia 
Ave., Belleville. $10,000 grand prize, need not 
be present to win. 2nd prize is $1,000 and 3rd, 4th, 
and 5th prizes are $500 each. Only 300 tickets 
printed. If fewer than 250 tickets sold, raffle 
will revert to a 50/50 format with five prize of 
40%, 4%, and 2%. Contact: Pete Pitzen, (734) 
699-8563.
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Licensed & Insured
       Honest & Reliable

Free Estimates
   Service & Repair
       Drain Cleaning
          Gas Lines & More

Caleb Windiate
734.307.6478

ProPlumbing734@yahoo.com

Plumbing

Friends of MichiganFriends of Michigan
Animals RRescue

Friends of MI Animals Rescue
Promote a Healthy and Safe Environment for All

51299 Arkona Road
Belleville, MI 48111

734-461-9458
info@friendsofmichigan.org
www.friendsofmichigan.org

HOURS: MON-FRI BY APPOINTMENT ONLY, 
SATURDAY 11AM-3PM OPEN TO PUBLIC 

ADOPTIONS BY 
APPOINTMENT

RESIDENTIAL AND
COMMERCIAL

westbranchbuilders@yahoo.com

LICENSED
INSURED

SERVING OUR
COMMUNITY FOR
OVER 38 YEARS

PHONE 734-476-1098

21321 KARR RD
BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

Towing Available
Open Weekdays 8 a.m – 5 p.m.

George E. Long, III
Attorney & Counselor At Law

Federal & State Criminal
and Civil Defense

DUI  •  Wills  •  Probate Matters
Divorce  •  Social Security Disability

Notary Public

734-697-4455
321 Main Street, Belleville, Mi 48111     GlonGlaw.coM

The Hair StationThe Hair Station
(734) 796-4795(734) 796-4795

151 Main Street151 Main Street
Belleville   MI   48111Belleville   MI   48111

thehairstationthehairstation151151@yahoo.com@yahoo.com

HOLIDAY COLOR
SPECIALS!

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   At its regular meeting on Dec. 11, the Van 
Buren Township Planning Commission 
postponed a request to dig a five-acre irrigation 
pond on 30 acres of property at Elwell and 
Martz roads.
   Treasurer Sharry Budd, who sits on the 
commission as board liaison, said she thinks the 
board should act first on whether to allow the 
excavation and removal of 93,000 tons of soil 
and then the commission could decide on the 
details of an irrigation pond.
   Both approvals are necessary for the irrigation 
pond to be dug.
   At a recent meeting, the township board 
postponed action on the pond since it had 
questions for applicant Todd Waller and Waller 
was not present, although they were told he 
would be there. They asked staff to set up a 
township board meeting that Waller could 
attend in the future to answer their questions.
   Director of municipal services Ron Akers told 
the full story. He said Waller applied in 2021 
for a pond and it was approved. He applied 
again last spring. There was discussion and the 
township’s legal counsel said the township’s 
process was correct.
   Director Akers said the township does 
allow ponds on Agricultural property and the 
excavating permit is to be approved by the 
township board. The township attorney said 
this is proper procedure and the township will 
review that ordinance in 2025.
   Akers said the applicant has met the ordinance 
and the Right to Farm Act. It will be 16’ deep 
and will have 12’ of standing water. It is not 
considered mining, Akers said.
   He said it is adjacent to a residential 
neighborhood so fencing is recommended. 
The excavation must be approved by the board 
and a soil erosion permit obtained from Wayne 
County.
   Waller was present at the planning 
commission’s Dec. 11 meeting and he said he 
made the request with the farmer and they own 
a house together.
   He said he did the same job on Hull Road in 
2021. He got approval for two ponds, but they 
only wanted one pond.
   “It’s not going to flood anyone else” and it’s 
been dry the last couple of years, he said. He 
said he wants to grow golfcourse sod. He said 
he farms 40 acres in Augusta Township, 100 
acres in Sumpter Township and 37 acres in Van 
Buren Township.
   He said with the Hull Road pond he set up a 
back-road route so trucks could take back roads 
to Bemis and then to Haggerty or Rawsonville 
roads.
   He said Van Buren didn’t have an irrigation 
ordinance and they set it up for him. He said 
he hasn’t looked at the consultant’s letter on his 
project because he knows all about irrigation 
ponds.
   Treasurer Budd said Waller has owned that 
property for a year and why did Waller have 
that particular farmer ask for irrigation, since 
he won’t be the one growing the sod that needs 
irrigation.
   Waller said the present farmer is growing 
winter wheat.
   Budd asked about a barn for pump equipment 
and he said he knew about pump equipment and 
didn’t need a barn.
   Budd asked Waller about not coming to the 
township board meeting to discuss his request. 
He said he didn’t know about it. Budd said he 
was informed. He said he’s told a lot of things.

VBT planners postpone action on 5-acre Martz / Elwell irrigation pond
   Budd made a motion to postpone Waller’s 
request until he clears things up with the 
township board.
   He said he missed the meeting and he has 
other meetings, since he is the new supervisor 
of Augusta Township and he has things to do 
there. He asked if this means he has to go to the 
board first and then come back and do this over 
again with the commission and he was told that 
was correct.
   Vice-chairman Jahr said if the township says 
he is allowed to excavate, then the commission 
will see to it that he does it properly.
   “They need to clarify if it’s a mining operation 
first,” commissioner Jackson Pahle said.
   “There are two separate ordinances, but they 
are tied together,” Akers said.
   “I’ve been trying to do this for over a year,” 
Waller said.
   Jahr said there is a lot of missing information.
   Waller replied, “I just done this job” and 
Jahr replied it would have been nice of him to 
provide the township with that information.
   Jahr seconded Budd’s motion to postpone and 
it was unanimously approved by the board. The 
item is expected to be on the township board’s 
Jan. 21 meeting at 6 p.m.
   Akers said the township received two bits 
of input on the project. One neighbor, Elliott 
Compton, is in favor of approval and one, 
Rodney Taylor, is concerned about the mining 
and has FOIAs from Washtenaw County where 
Waller dug a pond without a permit and was 
cited by Augusta Township which was then 
dismissed by the court.
   Waller said if the Van Buren Township meeting 

is the same night as the Augusta meeting it might 
be a problem. It was determined the meetings do 
not conflict.
   At the end of the discussion on the pond, after 
Waller had left the meeting, a woman in the 
audience who said she was a neighbor, asked to 
be informed of the next meeting on this pond 
and Akers took her phone number.
   In other business at the two-hour-and-20-
minute meeting on Dec. 11, the commission:
   • Reelected Brian Cullin as chairman, Jeffrey 
Jahr as vice-chairman, and Medina Atchinson 
as secretary. Primary liaison to the Board 
of Zoning Appeals is chairman Cullin and 
secondary liaison is vice-chairman Jahr;
   • Approved the 2025 meeting schedule with the 
removal of the Jan. 8 meeting. The commission 
agreed it would be too soon after the winter 
break for the staff to prepare that meeting;
   • Heard Donovan Smith of McKenna discuss a 
Housing and Zoning Implementation Plan. His 
work on housing is paid for by a $45,000 grant 
to the township as part of the 2023 Michigan 
Housing Plan. Jahr said does this mean the 
township is incentivized to update its zoning 
ordinance and Smith said that was true. Smith 
said, “By the time this is done, you’ll be ready 
to update your Master Plan, which should 
be done every five years.” Smith said in the 
upcoming new year he will discuss middle 
housing needs and proposed zoning ordinance 
changes will be presented. Smith said 51% of 
township residents are renters. Budd said the 
population is older and developers are building 
two-story homes and there is a gap. Smith said 
seniors spending more than 30% of their income 

on housing makes them “home-burdened”;
   • Approved the preliminary site plan for Costco 
Wholesale’s request to build a 54,000-square-
foot dry depot addition and parking expansion 
at 5860 Belleville Rd. A note is required on the 
site plan referring to the noise ordinance. Also, 
changes to the landscaping, fence heighth, 
and parking lot changes were approved. 
Recommendations for truck driver signage for 
their routes and fliers with that information. 
Fishbeck engineer Paul Kammer said there is 
a significant amount of wetlands on the site 
and they are working on an EGLE permit for 
mitigation. They will have an enclosed storm 
water retention, to be reviewed and approved by 
Wayne County;
   • Discussed the Belleville Road Overlay 
District proposed height (moving 40’ maximum 
to 50’) and setback ordinance changes. Gage 
Belco of McKenna said he looked at Lake 
Orion, Grosse Pointe, and Birmingham who 
have taller buildings. “Looks like we’re a little 
behind,” said secretary Medina Atchinson. “We 
have to move ahead. I’m all for it.” A public 
hearing will be set, but no date was scheduled; 
and
   • Discussed a Non-Residentail PUD Ordinance 
Draft and set no date for a public hearing. 
Information from the township attorney was 
received just that afternoon, so it needs to be 
reviewed. The information on the Commercial/ 
Office / Industrial Planned Unit Development 
(PUD) zoning will be reviewed at the next 
meeting and Jahr warned, “It’s long. It’s long.” 
Serving on the PUD committee were Jahr, 
Bernie Grant, and Peter Creal.
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PROTECTPROTECT THE NEW THE NEW  , , PRESERVEPRESERVE THE OLD! THE OLD!
- CARS, TRUCKS, SUVs & TRAILERS -- CARS, TRUCKS, SUVs & TRAILERS -

KP& T AUTO SERVICE NOW OFFERINGKP& T AUTO SERVICE NOW OFFERING

RUSTPROOFING
Protect your 
vehicle from 
harsh winter 

snow and 
road salt. 
Call for an 

appointment 
today!

ANY CONDITION OK
CALL US AND GET YOUR PRICE.

AERO REALTY
35890 GODDARD

ROMULUS, MI 48174
313-402-0187 or 734-941-4595

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

CASH FOR YOUR HOME
Independent photo by James Otzman

On Dec. 19, crews were out on the Denton Road Bridge working at the first part of the 
demolition. Boat traffic has been cordoned off and a large box put under the center part of 
the bridge. The bridge is expected to be open to the public in 2026.

Gabrielle Delibera and Ashley Richards, from Sumpter Solar Services located at 299 
Industrial Park Dr. in Belleville, delivered two large boxes of food donated from the 
employees to the Emergency Food Closet located at Belleville First United Methodist 
Church on Dec. 18.
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VACANT MARIO ANN ROMULUS $33,000

4 PARCELS ON THE CORNER OF BEMIS
AND MARTINSVILLE. PRICED $40,000 and
$50,000 BUILDER SPECIAL for 3 LOTSJUDD ROAD SUMPTER TWP 2 AC $39,500

HURON TWP VAC ASH .87 ACRES $29,900

GLENN SILVENIS
www.MrSold.com

418 Main Street
Belleville, Michigan 48111 SELL PHONE (734) 740-3000

Office (734) 699-4000email: mrsold@mrsold.com
website: mrsold.com

CROSSROADS III

50540 BOG RD ONE HALF ACRE $55,000

Real Trends Rankings
Top 1% Nationwide

Prior #1, #2 and #3 RE/MAX
Agent Southeastern Michigan

Mayor City of Belleville
1987-1995

WILLIS & MARTINSVILLE 1.64AC $65,000
BELLEVILLE 3 RESIDENTIAL LOTS ONE
PRICE. TOTALING .41 ACRES WITH CITY
WATER AND SEWER AT STREET ACROSS
FROM BELLEVILLE LAKE NOW $49,000

GRANT & WAHRMAN 4 ACRES LT IND BY
METRO AIRPORT $250,000

HAGGERTY 1.5 AC VAN BUREN $70,000

WILLIS RD 1 AC SEWER & WATER $60,000

3 ACRES - COMMERCIAL CORNER AT
SUMPTER AND WILLOW NOW $150,000

VACANT LOUISA DREAM LOT $55,000

CORNER OF SHERWOOD & JUDD ROAD
SUMPTER TWP 1394X670 21 ACRES TO
FARM OR BUILD NOW $200,000
19+ ACRES BREST RD, TAYLOR RESIDEN-
TIAL DEVELOPMENT PROPERTY - PAVED
STREET NEAR INKSTER ROAD. $550,000

GRANT ROMULUS 1.8 AC LT IND $59,500 BROWNSTOWN 27102 DEBIASI $85,000

WE DON’T CHARGE WHAT THE OTHER BROKERS CHARGE - NO DOCUMENT STORAGE FEES NO COMPLIANCE FEES NO JUNK FEES

209 MAIN STREET, BELLEVILLE
IT’S A POSSIBLE AIR B&B 7,000+ Square Foot Build-
ing on High Traffic Main Street. Large Rooms, Finished Base-
ment and 6 plus Car Garage. $749,000 or Lease

13300 EDGEDALE, VAN BUREN TOWNSHIP
THIS IMPRESSIVE VICTORIANhome offers anopenfam-
ily room and dining room with Hardwood floors showcas-
ing the arched windows. 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms $269,900

6757 BELLEVILLE RD, VAN BUREN TOWNSHIP

8525 CHERRY HILL, SUPERIOR TOWNSHIP

LARGE COLONIAL Features 4 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 2
Kitchens, On 5.88 Acres and a 2.5 Car Garage and 3.5 Car
Garage for the gardener or craft person. $378,000

INA PRIVATE WORLD. Premium Kitchen, 4 bedrooms
(First Floor Master), 3 1/2 Baths, 4,400 Sq Ft , Finished
Basement, 40x60 Pole Barn on 5 1/2 Acres. $1,150,000

2 PARCELS Bunton Road Augusta Township
One is 12.6 Acres and 11.6 Acres Has Perc,
Outbuilding and Survey $157,900 Each

404 MAIN STREET, BELLEVILLE
LARGE RESTAURANT IN THE MIDDLE OF
BELLEVILLE. 6,000+ Sq Ft. Includes Liquor License,
Interior Equipment, Seating + Wrap Around Bar $990,000.

208 E HURON RIVER DR, BELLEVILLE
CITY OF BELLEVILLE BRICK RANCH with 3 Bed-
rooms, 1 1/2 Baths, Fireplace, Dining Area, Large Living
Room, Full Basement 1,385 Sq Ft Attached Garage $215000

7678 MARLOWE, VAN BUREN
UPDATES EVERYWHERE 3 Bedroom 2 Bath Ranch with
Premium Kitchen and Baths, Sunroom, 4 Car Attached Ga-
rage, Newer Furnace, AC and Wtr Htr almost 1 Acre $289,900

PENDING
SOLD

3066 23RD STREET, DETROIT
IMPRESSIVE 4 Bedroom, 2 Bath, Full Basement, Two Kitch-
ens and Just down the street from Slow's Barbque, Corktown
& Michigan Central Train Station + More. $125,000

2 PARCELS LEFTPENDING SOLD

WELCOME,
TED MILLER!

9800 BELLEVILLE RD.
(734) 697-9161

WWW.ATCHINSON.NET


