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Serving the Communities of Belleville, Sumpter and Van Buren F R E E

VBT Community Players to
present ‘A Christmas Story’

The Van Buren Community Players will
present Philip Grecian’s adaptation of “A
Christmas Story” at the Community Center
Black Box Theater on Dec. 5-7 and 12-14.

Humorist Jean Shepherd’s memoir of
growing up in the midwest in the 1940s
follows nine-year-old Ralphie Parker in his
quest to get a genuine Red Ryder BB gun
under the tree for Christmas. Ralphie pleads
his case before his mother, his teacher, and
even Santa Claus. The consistent response:
“You’ll shoot your eye out!”

All the elements from the motion picture are
here, including the family’s temperamental
exploding furnace; Scut Farkas, the school
bully; the boys’ experiment with a wet
tongue on a cold lamppost; the Little
Orphan Annie decoder pin; Ralphie’s father
winning a lamp shaped like a woman’s
leg in a net stocking; Ralphie’s fantasy
scenarios; and more.

“This production of ‘A Christmas Story’ is
such a fun project for everyone involved,”
said director Martin Jacobs. “The cast
and crew in the community theater are
deeply dedicated to producing this show,
infusing the experience with energy and
enthusiasm. The cast loves bringing the
beloved characters to life, and the crew
enjoys designing creative sets that capture
the holiday spirit”.

The cast of this show includes the

following local actors: Nick Szczerba of
Trenton as Ralph (the adult), Ella Convery
of Van Buren Township as Ralphie Parker
(the child), William Owen of Dearborn as
The Old Man, Tiffany Darby of Taylor as
Mother, Lauren Broughton of Taylor as
Randy, Ryann Lacey of Van Buren Township
as Miss Shields, Joel Yuhaz of Van Buren
Township as Flick, Rory Peets of Wayne
as Schwartz, Emilie Crosby of Van Buren
Township as Esther Jane Alberry, Avery
Warner of Whittaker as Helen Weathers and
Laila Tapp-Hall of Ypsilanti as Scut Farkas.
The ensemble includes Aaron Davis of
Canton and Debbie Matt, Samuel Bingle,
Heidi Leads, Hayden Lacey, and Sherrie
Saksewski, all of Van Buren Township.

Performances are Dec. 5-7 and 12-14
at the Black Box Theater, inside the Van
Buren Township Community Center at
46425 Tyler Rd. Friday and Saturday
performances are at 7:30 p.m. and Sunday
performances are at 2 p.m.

Tickets are $16-$20 each and can be
purchased online by going to www.vbtvbc.
ludus.com or in person at the Community
Center desk from 6 a.m. to 9 p.m., Monday-
Friday; 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Saturday; and
9 am. to 2 pm. on Sunday. For ticket
assistance by phone, call (734) 699-8921.
If there are any remaining tickets, they will
be available for purchase at the Community

From left, William Owen, Lauren Broughton, Tiffany Darby, and Ella Convery

Center Desk one hour prior to show time.
For group sales (10 or more tickets) use
code, BuylO on general tickets to receive
a discounted rate of $15 per ticket before
fees.

For more information on this show
and all upcoming shows, visit www.
vanburencommunityplayers.com, email
vanburencommunityplayers@gmail.com,
or call (734) 796-7900.

Lionel Vincent found guilty of murdering VBT mother, daughter

A Wayne County Circuit Court jury
found Lionel Lamont Vincent, 52, guilty
of one count of first-degree, premeditated
murder and not guilty of a second count of
first-degree murder. Instead, he was found
guilty of a second, lesser count of second-
degree murder. The jury trial lasted two
weeks. Sentencing is this week.

He originally had been charged with two
counts of first-degree murder. He was on

trial for stabbing to
death a mother and her
14-year-old daughter in
Van Buren Township |
on July 25, 2021. At |
trial it was revealed
there were more than
15 stab wounds on each
victim.

Vincent
Yachanda Snipes, 45, who had dated
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Vincent, and her daughter Daraca
Leatherberry were found dead inside their
apartment in the 46000 block of Lake
Villa Drive within the Belleville Pointe
apartment complex.
The jury verdict was announced on Oct.
31. Sentencing is Nov. 24.
Vincent was brought from Lakeland
Correctional Facility in Ionia by the
Michigan Department of Corrections

for his preliminary exam at 34™ District
Court in June 2022. He was being held on
pending charges of violation of probation
on a previous charge.

Now retired Van Buren Township Police
Detective Mike Long said at the time that
Vincent was the suspect from the beginning
and the victim was an Uber driver at the
time they met. Det. Long said the state

(continued on page 19)

The Denton Road bridge has
been closed by Wayne County
for 1,152 days as of today.
(That’s 3.16 years or 27,648 hours)




. WILLIS FEED MILL
Your Wildlife
Headquarters for 2025!

 Dog and Cat Food

JikeQUSION] Hours:
« Wild Bird and Squirrel Food Y
» Certified Organic Products

SuN 10am-4pm
* Hay and Straw ¢ Poultry Food
e Horse and Livestock Feed

10200 Railroad Street, Willis, Mlchlgan

(South end of Meridian St, off Willis Rd, Between Rawsonville and Bunton)

to soaing you so (77&4) G =111  willisfeed@att.net

o seeing you soon.

OUR 63"
YEAR!

* CHIMNEYS BUILT, REPAIRED & CLEANED

* MASONRY WORK

* SCREENS INSTALLED

* TUCK POINTING

* GUTTERS

* RESIDENTIAL

* COMMERCIAL

* VIOLATIONS
CORRECTED

* FLEXLINERS

* CERTIFICATIONS

INSPECTIONS

OUR 63

Licensed & Insured
State Lic # 40800 WE DO
Family Owned PORCHES

Workers
Compensation
& General
Liability

to Protect
Homeowner

BEH]RE

(313) 202.7722
(734) 242-2992

FREE Since

1962

Estimates
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KP& T AUTO SERVICE NOW OFFERING

RUSTPROOFING

755 Affordable Rental Communities for Seniors
2o BELLEVILLE CO-OP
C@®P For over 75 years as a mission-driven non-profit, we exist solely to provide
€S| SUPPORT & DEVELOPMENT the highest quality, affordable housing communities possible for seniors.
Affordatis Renfal Communities for Seniors

575 Sumpter Rd, Belleville

For more information call:

734-699-8676
M-W-F ogam-Noon

Amenities
®  100% Smoke free campus

Subsidized rent
On-site laundry
Transportation available

®  Individual heating & cooling .
®  Emergency in-unit pull cords J

WWW.csi.coop (800) 593-3052

White Pine

DENTAL HEALTH
’ ’
Your Swmile Comes Finot!
Affordable, Kind, and Convenient.

Call Us Today: (734) 252-6002 187 Main Street, Downtown Belleville
www.WhitePineDentalHealth.com

TDD (800) 348-7011 LL: = e

Meet our Dentist: Dr. DeAngelo s.
Webster is an award-winning dentist, author,
and a University of Michigan graduate.

s Now Booking New Patients ¢

Open Evenings and Weekends
Family Friendly Dentist for Adults and Kids

Protect your at it's
vehicle from N H
harsh winter
snow and
road salt.
appointment PROTECT THE NEW, PRESERVE THE OLD!
today! - CARS, TRUCKS, SUVs & TRAILERS -

990JEyHuronjRiveryrivesiBellevillepyl3az39,151292

Visit Perspective Eyecare for all your eyecare needs!

pr—

perspective
v EYECARE

Dr Robert Kennedy, O.D.

. Monday 9am-7pm
240 Main Street Tuesday 9am-6pm
Belleville, Ml 48111 Wednesday 9am-7pm
734.699.1010 Thursday ~ 9am-6pm
Friday closed
Visit www.perspectiveeyecare.com to schedule online Saturday by appointment

Find us on Facebook and Instagram Closed 1-2pm every day

SERVING BELLEVILLE & SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN!

/| BARNETT

=== Roofing and Siding, Inc. s

OVER 50 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE
Roofing ¢ Siding * Flat Roofs
FREE ESTIMATES!

Now Turu Dec. 31, 2025
Receive Our CerTaiNTeep Roor 4-S1aR

ExTeNDED WARRANTY FOR FREE! CURRENT &

Past Miuitary MemBers will RecEIVE A
$250 Cnaseras Girr Carp!

Licensed & Insured

CALL (734) 397-8122

Visit us @ www.barnettroofing.com

41700 MICHIGAN AVE. —- CANTON
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Celebrating 100-year—0]d Sophle Zoller, parade Grand Marshal

One of this year’s Winterfest Parade Grand
Marshals is Sophie Zoller, who has not
only lived through a century of change, but
helped shape decades of Belleville’s story.
Turning 100 years old this year, Sophie
remains an active, joyful, and beloved
member of the community.

Sophie and her late husband, Harry Zoller,
moved to Belleville nearly seven decades
ago in 1957. “We wanted to live in the
country,” she recalled. “Harry had started
working at the Ford Rawsonville Plant and
Belleville seemed like the perfect place to
build our life.”

Over the years, they did just that --
raising a family, making lifelong friends,
and pouring themselves into the heart of
the community. Today, Sophie’s legacy
continues through her four grandchildren
and three great-grandchildren, who carry
forward the same love for Belleville that
she and Harry shared.

If there’s been a Belleville event,
organization, or club over the past several
decades, chances are Sophie has been a part
of it. Her resume of community service
reads like a history of Belleville:

* Longtime member of the Business and
Professional Women’s Club, later the
Belleville Area Women’s Club, and now the
Ladies of the Lake, where she still attends
monthly dinners.

* Deeply involved in St. Anthony’s Parish
as a room mom, member of the Mother’s
Club, and later a Parish Council member
and committee volunteer.

 Helped create the Belleville Centennial
Quilt, now proudly displayed at the
Belleville Area District Library.

Sophie Zoller

* A major force behind the first Strawberry
Festivals, chairing booths and leading
volunteers at St. Anthony’s, especially her
famous pie booth, which she ran for years.
* Held leadership roles in the Belleville
Moose Lodge and Women’s Auxiliary of
VFW Post 4434, serving as president and
officer in both.

* Founding member of the BBC Striders
walking and running club.

» Worked as an election official and precinct
chairperson for many years.

* Active participant in local bowling and
golf leagues, including at Lodge Lanes and
Pine Creek Golf Course through the Senior
Center.

* Member of several quilting groups
throughout the region.

When asked what inspired her to stay so
involved, Sophie’s answer is simple and
heartfelt: “I love living here. It’s important
to be a part of the community you live in, to
give back and make it even better.”

For Sophie, Belleville’s charm has always
been its people and its small-town warmth.
“Friends, the country setting, the small-town
feel, that’s what makes Belleville home,”
she said. “It’s the sense of community you
can’t get in a big city. Everyone knows
someone, and everyone looks out for each
other.”

Her favorite memories reflect that spirit,
from marching in the Christmas and
Strawberry Festival parades with the VFW
and Women’s Club, to walking the Mackinac
Bridge 19 times. She fondly remembers
the Taste of Belleville, especially walking
the bridge as part of the celebration. “I’ve
always enjoyed being part of the action,”
she said.

Of all Belleville’s beloved festivals, the
Strawberry Festival holds a special place
in Sophie’s heart. “When it first started, it
was a chance to show off our community
and celebrate together,” she said. “Now I
also love the Harvest Fest in October, it still
brings people together in that same spirit.”

Sophie has also been a familiar face at
Winterfest over the years, often decorating
her car and joining the parade. “Throwing
candy and seeing the children’s faces always
made me smile,” she said. “It’s just so much
fun to be part of something bigger.”

When Sophie reflects on her life in
Belleville, her pride shines through. “I’'m
proud of many things,” she said, “but
especially running the elections and being
involved in so many community activities.
I just love Belleville. I couldn’t imagine
living anywhere else.”

When she learned she had been selected
as a Grand Marshal for the 2025 Winterfest

Parade, Sophie was overwhelmed with joy.

“Excited!! 1 felt so honored. I couldn’t
believe I was chosen. It’s such a great honor,
and I’m so looking forward to it.”

Even at 100, Sophie’s vision for
Belleville’s future is vibrant and forward-
thinking. “I hope our community continues
to grow,” she said. “It would be wonderful
to see a theater, and more restaurants but
still keep the small-town charm intact. We
have such a wonderful community.”

And her message for the season is as

timeless as her spirit:
“Merry Christmas! I hope our community
will always stay friendly and open to
newcomers. Without them, we don’t grow in
spirit and love. I hope Belleville continues
to be the amazing place it is today. I love
this town.”

Sophie still enjoys visiting her favorite
local spots: Garden Fantasy on Main for
flowers, Victory Park for memories with her
grandchildren, The Bait Shop for shrimp
and fish, Johnny’s on the Lake and Egan’s
for a great burger. “Pretty much anywhere
in Belleville is wonderful,” she said. “It’s
such a unique and special town.”

Sophie grew up on a potato farm in Posen,
MI, and came to Detroit in 1947 to work
at Timken Axle, all on her own. “I was a
farmer’s daughter who didn’t even know
how to drive when I moved to Detroit,” she
said. “But I figured it out!”

Sophie said the spirit of Winterfest reflects
everything she’s loved about Belleville for
the past seven decades: “It’s about people
coming together to celebrate our town. It’s
such a happy time to be in Belleville. I'm
just so proud to be part of this community.”

Pastor Bob and Becky White named parade Grand Marshals

This year, the Belleville Area Chamber of
Commerce honors Pastor Bob and Becky
White from Grace Baptist Church as Grand
Marshals of the 2025 Winterfest Parade,
a tribute to two lifelong residents whose
dedication, kindness, and faith have helped
shape the heart of the community.

For Pastor Bob and Becky White,
Belleville isn’t just where they live, it’s
where their story began. “Becky and I have
lived most of our lives in Belleville,” Pastor
Bob said. “We both attended elementary
school and South Junior High, where we
met in the seventh grade -- the very first
year the school opened. We graduated from
Belleville High School in 1970.”

Their families first came to the area in the
early 1950s, when Bob’s father, Jim, began
working for Eastern Airlines. Decades
later, Belleville remains not just their
home, but the place where generations of
their family continue to grow and thrive.
Their three daughters Rachael, Natalie, and

the late Emily and grandchildren, Evelynn
and Madelynn, all called Belleville home
as well.

As the longtime pastor of Grace Baptist
Church, Pastor Bob has spent decades
serving the people of Belleville both
spiritually and personally. His involvement
spans countless community efforts,
including the Van Buren Health Advisory
Committee, V.F.W. Memorial Day and
Veterans Day services for more than 30
years, and the Brown Funeral Home “Tree
of Remembrance” program.

Behind the scenes, he’s been a steady
hand in many of Belleville’s special events
often helping quietly, without seeking
recognition. “Since Belleville is our
hometown, I want to see it thrive,” he said.
“We love our community and want to help
in any way we can.”

When asked what makes Belleville feel
like home, Pastor Bob’s replies easily. “It’s
been home for over 60 years. Our family

Pastor Bob and Becky White

grew up here. I know many of the older
residents, and it’s always good to reminisce
about the past.”

Among his fondest memories are
being part of the Veterans Memorial
dedication ceremonies, celebrating Grace
Baptist’s 50th and 75th anniversaries,

and reconnecting with a mentor -- James
Richendollar, a beloved Belleville coach,
teacher, principal, and superintendent of
schools who helped shape his early path
toward education and ministry.

For the White family, Belleville’s greatest

treasure is its people. “It’s that small-town
feel,” Pastor Bob said. “People here share a
common goal, helping each other through
difficult times and working together for
growth.”
That spirit shines brightly during
community traditions like Memorial Day,
Veterans Day, and of course, Winterfest.
“I always enjoy the Christmas season,” he
said. “People seem happier, more generous.
There’s something special about how the
spirit of giving comes alive.”

For Pastor Bob and Becky, Winterfest is
more than just a celebration, it’s a reflection
of what truly matters. “As we gather for
this most wonderful time of the year, I

(continued on page 19)



Page 4

OPINIONS

Belleville Area Independent/November 27, 2025

Editorial:
Volunteers in tri-
community are a
great treasure

There are a great many of events in the
tri-community of Belleville, Van Buren,
and Sumpter, with even more coming up
for the holidays.

Most of these couldn’t be done without the
many willing volunteers in the community
that step forward to offer their time and
talents.

Some of the volunteers have been serving
for years and are getting older and finding
less energy to expend. They continue
anyway because many times they do not
see younger volunteers waiting to step up.

Younger people have children to care for
and elderly parents to attend to. They are
occupied with family outings and athletic
events. Of course, they are not able to
volunteer for events. No time.

As the years roll by, parents have fewer
responsibilities until the grandchildren
start arriving. That’s when the volunteering
begins — and often the grandchildren are in
tow and learn what it’s like to help people
without remuneration at their grandparent’s
knee.

Students also get a taste of volunteering,
but they get school credit for their work.
It’s not the real thing, but it’s a taste.

This Thanksgiving we thank all the
volunteers who serve without pay to
provide events and food and other things
for those in our community.

The tri-community is a very special place
that is very full of very giving people.
Thank you all.

EXTRA THINGS | KNOW

We appreciate all the people who have
been dropping by with donations to help
keep our paper going. Some mail donations
and some come right in and give me cash
in hand.

Local papers are so important to the
health of a community and we are so happy
that people recognize this.

We are very thankful for you all at this
Thanksgiving time.

sksksk

The Winter Fest fireworks on Dec. 6 at
the west end of the Denton Road Bridge
scheduled for from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.,,
will actually begin later than what was
approved by the Van Buren Township
Board of Trustees on Nov. 18.

The Angel of Hope ceremony, that is on
Dec. 6 every year across the county, this
year is during Winter Fest and it starts at 7
p.m. The Angel of Hope event is at Hillside
Cemetery right next to where the fireworks
are being staged, so the fireworks are going
to be delayed. They were thinking 8 p.m.
or s0. Don’t give up on the fireworks.

sksksk

The exotic bird shop expects to open
before Christmas in the former location of
Denny’s restaurant at Lakeside Shopping
Center. They will be moving over from
where they are now located next door. That
building, which was a Chase Bank branch
before it became a bird shop, may be turned
into an exotic fish shop.

sksksk
When the library’s lighting control
vendor was onsite for another project, it
also readjusted the timer for the lights in
the second-floor quiet study room. Library
director Mary Jo Suchy said when people

)
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are studying they often don’t move and, the
lights were going off
because they weren’t
moving.

sfeksk

A Van Buren Township
man and his wife had
been charged with more
than 60 shopliftings a
few years ago. Finally,
they took plea deals and repaid the store
for its losses.

Mike Long was the detective on the case.
The old case recently came to my attention
and I asked him the details when I saw
him at 34" District Court last week. He is
retired now and works as a court officer.
We deliver Independents to the court each
week.

He said that the man started it as a game,
stealing small items at Aldi’s by shuffling
things around at checkout so that the items
would escape going through the scanner.

Soon, his wife joined in. Sometimes they
would go to Aldi’s more than once a day.
But, the store manager caught them and
provided the surveillance tapes for the
prosecution. It was a game.
skskk

Last Thursday when we were delivering
papers in the city of Belleville, we noticed
semis, loaded with heavy pieces of asphalt,
coming away from the Denton Road
Bridge where they were getting their loads
and driving across Main Street onto North
Liberty Street. Semis aren’t supposed to
travel that residential street. Some went
around to Fifth Street and then to Main.

Those huge vehicles take up a lot of the
roadway on city streets. Scary.

But, there is a lot of scary driving when
we deliver. We see many vehicles driving in
the dark morning hours with no headlights.

We don’t see them until they are very close.
skskk
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Columbia Court
Apartments
275 W. Columbia * Belleville

For 1 Bedroom & Studio Apartments Only.
Accepting Applications for Individuals 62 & Older
H.U.D. Guidlines Apply
A Senior Facility of National Church Residences
Affordable Housing * Sec 8-202

Minutes From Shopping, Freeways & Restaurants

& 734-697-8200

Patronize Our
Advertisers!
They are the ones
who give you this
free paper!

For Classified Advertising, Display Advertising or News Tips.
One call does it all: 734-699-9020
The Belleville-Area Independent

CHINA KING

45915 S. 1-94 Service Dr., Belleville

Next to the Belleville Post Office
(734) 699-1550

See our menu online at:
chinakingbelleville.com

LUNCH ¢ DINNER
FRIDAY & SATURDAY 11:00AM - 10:00PM
Best Buffet Around! SUNDAY 11:30AM - 9:00PM

DeLivery AvaiLaeLe THru UBER EATS, GRUBHUB & DOOR DASH!
BEER & WINE AVAILABLE - DRIVE-THRU PICKUP

HOTSPOT

OPEN HOURS
MONDAY - THURSDAY  1:00AM — 9:00PM

i CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS & ADVISORS
Belleville Tax & Accounting Service, Inc.

Fomerly Known as

w5 - .
Lance Siemen, Susheel Saini, Denise W. Baker, Gayl Parr,
CPA, CFE, CFF, CAMS CPA MSA, CPA CPA

Full Service Accounting Firm for Business & Individuals
* Business Accounting & Financial Statements
e Payroll Services
* Business and Personal Tax Returns
* Business Advising and Start-Up Consultation
 Audits, Reviews & Compilations Visit our website

Call Us Today!
(734) 697-8000

All major credit cards accepted 152 Main Street

TR vosicrcar R: = (in The Professional Building)
‘E’Vf’le Belleville, Ml 48111

Democratic Club sets
holiday dinner on Dec. 5

Greetings All,

The Southwestern Wayne (County)
Democratic Club cordially invites you
and your families to join us at our annual
Holiday Dinner, Friday, Dec. 5. Doors open
at 6 p.m., dinner served at 7 p.m. at UAW
Local 898, 8975 Textile Rd., Ypsilanti (2
miles west of Rawsonville Road).

Tickets are available online and at the
door at $25 each or $45 a couple and
includes dinner by Veronica’s Catering
— city chicken, baked chicken, red skin
potatoes, green beans, salad, roll, dessert,
beer, wine, set-ups and a door prize ticket.
Opportunities to win prizes in our raffle and
a silent auction will add to the festivities!

This is a fantastic opportunity to kick
off the holidays with lots of fun and good
fellowship and show your support for
making a change in 2026!

Though tickets will be available at the door,
we encourage you to purchase your tickets
ahead of time (for planning purposes) at:
https://donorbox.org/swdc-holiday-party

We hope you will join us. We look forward
to seeing you Friday evening, Dec. 5, at
UAW Local 898.

Best wishes for a safe and happy
Thanksgiving,

Debbie = Chamberlain,
secretary

Southwestern Wayne (County) Democratic
Club

COI'I'CSPOIldGIlCG

Organization actually
is Rank MI Vote

Alex Yerkey, the communications director
of Rank MI Vote, informed us that while we
listed the name of their organization as Bridge
the Divide it actually is Rank MI Vote. In last
week’s paper we published the announcement
for an event to be held at the library on Nov. 24.

Yerkey said, to clarify, Bridge the Divide is the
name of the 50-city town hall tour that Rank MI
Vote is doing to educate Michigan voters about
the proposed ballot initiative to bring Ranked
Choice Voting to Michigan.

We regret the confusion.

-- Rosemary K. Otzman, editor

KAREN'S
2 ¥.1¢ 2

A Salon
For Everyone

36968 Huron River Drive

New Boston, Michigan
Appointments & Walk-ins Welcome

7T3A4-753-9130
OpPeN: Tues.- Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-3
ANNOUNCEMENT
Karen’s Place has a new Nail Tech.
Call Lexi for an appointment today!
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Musings
By Janet Millard v

Independent
Advertising Director
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As promised, this paper has the complete
list of Winter Fest activities. Look for the
Belleville Central Business Community’s
Buzz the Business Dog in the parade, and
don’t forget to bring the little ones to the
library after the parade to meet with Santa
and pick up a stocking. You may also take
pictures with Santa to commemorate the
occasion.

sksksk

You are lucky that there are so many
opportunities to get that special gift prior
to Christmas. Winter Fest will have their
Thursday Night Popups in both the Fourth
Street Square and Place. Then Sumpter
Township will have a Holiday Craft/
Vendor Show on Dec. 12 through 14 in the
Community Center.

sk

Your last chance for Holiday specials
with popups will be on Third Thursday in
December with extended shopping until 8
p.m.

sksksk
There is not much time for you to purchase
tickets to see the Van Buren Community
Players present “A Christmas Carol.” The
first weekend in December will, as always,
be a very busy time with so much to do. The
play, at Van Buren Township Community
Center runs on Dec. 5 through 7 and Dec.
12 through 14.
sksksk
On Friday, Dec. 5, the Belleville
Area Museum kicks off its Festival of
Holiday Trees and Wreaths with a Night
at the Museum from 6 to 8 p.m. with
refreshments. The event is open to the
public. During Winter Fest you may stop in
to see the beautiful trees on Saturday, Dec.
6 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
sksksk

Also on Saturday, Dec. 6, the museum
will host a Holiday Ornament Workshop
at the library from 1 to 3 p.m. There is
no fee but pre-registration is required at
vanburentwp.recdesk.com . The spaces fill
quickly. Call 699-8921 if you need more
information.

sk
Do you have an item for this column?
Call Janet Millard at (734) 699-9020.

Birthdays

Dec. 2 — Susan Duff

Dec. 3 — Pam Johnson, Simona Miller,
John Duff

Dec. 4 — Amber Brendtke

Dec. 5 — Justin Juriga, Rachael Christian

Dec. 6 — Diane Sloan

Dec. 7 — Peggy Breen, Cheryl Parent

Do you or does someone you know have a
birthday soon? Call the Independent and we
will publish it as soon as possible.
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CHAMBER FOUNDATION

Thursdy - Decondbor 40k

Ladies Night Out Pop-Up Shops
Time: 5pm - 9pm

Location: 4th Street Square,

4th Street Place & Local Businesses

(Fu/ay - December Hth

Soup Crawl
Time: 6pm - 8pm
Location: Start at 4th Street Square

Night at the Museum Holiday Party
Time: 6pm - 8pm
Location: Belleville Area Museum

Santa Dance Party w/ DJ Richendollar
Time: 8pm - 11pm, *All ages welcome until 9:30pm
Location: 4th Street Square

5@&%&/&% - December OHh

Jingle Bell 5K & Fun Run to benefit VBPSEF
Time: 10am
Location: Van Buren Park

Holiday Village Activities
Time: 11am - 5:30pm
Location: 4th Street Place

Food Trucks
Time: 11am - 9pm
Location: 4th Street Place

Inflatables + Tubing Slide
Time: Noon - 5pm - Weather Permitting
Location: 4th and Main St.

Wildlife Safari Animal Shows
Time: 11am & 2pm
Location: 4th Street Square

ATCHINSON

Time: 11am - 4:30pm
Location: 4th and Main St.

Music by Sweet Willie Tea
Time: 11am - 4:30pm
Location: Main St. Stage

Redemption Music
Time: Noon - 2:00pm
Location: 4th St. Place

Funk Opus Band - Live Music
Time: 3pm - 5pm
Location: 4th St. Place

Annual Light Parade - A Very R
Time: 5:30pm - 7:00pm
Location: Main Street

Santa at the Library
Time: After the parade

Belleville Area Independent/November 27, 2025
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etro Christmas

Location: Belleville Area District Library

Winter Fest Fireworks

Time: 8pm - Weather Permitting
Location: View from Downtown

Silent Disco w/ Live DJ
Time: 8pm - 10pm, all ages
Location: 4th St. Place

Mad Mad World - Live Music

Time: 8pm - 11pm, *all ages welcome until 9:30pm

Location: 4th Street Square

50%0/&% December 7th

Pancake Breakfast with Santa
Time: 10am - 1pm
Location: 4th Street Square

Carriage Rides
Time: 10am - 12:30pm
Location: 4th and Main St.

bellevilleareachamber.org/winterfest
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SERVING BELLEVILLE, SUMPTER TownsHIP & VAN BUREN TownsHIP For Over 41 YEARS

David C S zowr
Suncral Slome

Live ~ Laugh ~ Love < Remember

David C. Brown, Founder ¢ Shelly A. Brown-Chudzinski, Manager

(734) 697-4500

www.DAVIDCBROWNFH.com

METHODIST CHURCH

417 Charles
Sunday 10am

Moving forward
in Christ together!

bellevillefirstumc.org 734.697.9288

- Sunday Worship
C Service @ 10:30
a AWANA - Wednesday
Night @ 6:00

MT. CALVARY 42682 Ecorse Ra.
Baptist Church Belleville

BELLEVILLE PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

11900 Belleville Road
Service and Sunday School
10:00 a.m.

Ridge Road Church of Christ

1770 Ridge Road, Ypsilanti, MI 48198
Sunday Bible Study 10 AM, Worship Service 11 AM
Sunday Evening Worship 6 PM and
Wednesday Bible Study 7:30 PM
www.ridgeroadcoc.org (734) 485-2930

BELLEVILLE
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
Saturday Mornings
Bible Study 10:00 Worship 11:30
89 South Edgemont
bellevillesda.com

RIVER OF LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
16650 Sumpter Rd., Belleville, MI 48111
Sunday Morning Worship 9 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Wednesday Adult, Youth & Children @ 7 p.m.
Visit rol-ag.com (734) 699-6700

= BETHANY

810 E. HURON RIVER DR. BELLEVILLE, MI | 734.697.7456
Sunday | Adult Bible Fellowship & Children’s Sunday
School 9:45am | Morning Worship 11am
Wednesday | Kids & Teens 6:45pm | Bible In Action 7pm
Visit bethanybiblechurch.com for more info

ST. ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH
409 W. Columbia Avenue (734) 697-1211
= Saturday Mass: 6:00pm
» Sunday Masses: 8:30am & 10:30am
* Mondays: 6:30pm Adoration

www.stanthonybelleville.com

SUNDAYS @ 10 A.M.
Connect Classes
11 a.m. Sunday Worship

WEDNESDAYS @ 6 P.M.
S.0.S. Recovery & Support Group

‘WEDNESDAYS @ 7 P.M.

aith

Community Chaurch

- Bible Study & Youth Groups
REACH » DOAREDCY » SIWSAD -
Jowus v person, onune & 894 E- Huron River Dr.
FOLLOW US ON Ei Belleville

SOLID ROCK CHURCH BELLEVILLE
AL “The Whole Gospel to the
Whole World by the Whole Church”

(=] Come worship with us
— Sundays at 5pm

494 W. Columbia Ave. Wednesday Bible Study

FAITH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
6020 Denton Road
Belleville, MI 48111 (734) 483-2276
www.faithchurchdenton.org
Sunday Worship at 9:30am. Bible Study &
refreshments after Worship.

Belleville, MI 48111 at 7pm
TRINITY www.trinitybell.org
EPISCOPAL Sunday Eucharist
CHURCH 10:00am
Wednesday

11575 Belleville Road
Belleville, MI 48111

Eucharist 5:45pm
All are Welcome!

(D lifepointe
CHURCH

discoverlifepointe.com . 45170 Hull Road
Services: Sunday @ 11. Wednesday @ 7

WouULD YOU LIKE TO HAVE
YOUR CHURCH LISTED IN
THIS DIRECTORY?
CALL ADVERTISING
MANAGER JANET MILLARD
AT 734-699-9020 TODAY!

MICHAEL RAY HORVATH

December 29, 1943 — October 18, 2025
Devoted husband, father, grandfather.

Mike, 81, of Belleville, passed away October
18, 2025. He was born December 29, 1943
to Elmer and Jean (Dunham) Horvath from
Plymouth, ML

After graduating from Plymouth High School,
he served his country in the United States Army
for 2 years. He met and married the love of his
life Lynda from Belleville, M1, sharing 56 years
of marriage together.

He worked for several years at Ford Motor
Company and then he was employed by Stu
Evans Lincoln Mercury painting cars until
retirement. He was a very hard worker and
provider.

Mike loved spending time with his family and
friends. He enjoyed being outdoors, fishing,
hunting and trips to Canada.

Through his journey of 81 years, he touched
many lives with his wisdom, humor, stories and
unwavering spirit of perseverance.

Mike was preceded in death by his parents
Elmer and Jean Horvath, his wife Lynda
Horvath, brother-in-law CIiff Perry, sister-in-
law Cheryl Sineveck, and brother-in-law John
Sineveck. Mike is survived by his children
Rene’e (Mark) LeClair, Michael (Melissa)
Horvath, Bryan (Michelle) Horvath, Brad
Horvath (Stephanie Sharpe), Tonya Horvath
(Ryan Scherz); his grandchildren Marrissa
(Sam) Parham, Blaine LeClair, Cole (Deanna)
Horvath, Hunter Horvath, Madison Horvath,
Ava Horvath, Sophia Horvath, Chase Horvath,
Parker Horvath, Colin Schuman and Carson
Schuman; and his sisters Sue (Arlen) Wallace,
Linda Wilkin, Sherry (Gene) Strickland, and
sister-in-law Glenda Perry.

A memorial service will be held Friday,
November 21, at 11 a.m. at Faith Community
Church, 894 East Huron River Dr., Belleville,
ML

To build a better world,
start in your own community!

CREMATION

$995.00 complete
NO Hidden Service Fees

(800) 331-5051

DUZAK Funeral &
Cremation Center, Inc.

Southeast Michigan’s Lowest
Cremation Cost Provider
Since 1977

www.duzakcremation.com
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BEVERLY ANN YURCHAK

February 21, 1944 — November 13, 2025
Beverly Ann Yurchak, 81, passed away
peacefully, Thursday, November 13, 2025 after
a battle with vascular disease and dementia. She
was born February 21, 1944 in Detroit, MI, to
Guy M. Cox and Alma (Lindemann) Cox.
Beverly was a very independent soul, creative,
multi-talented, industrious, with very strong
convictions. She was known among her closest
family and friends for her childlike silliness,
sense of humor, and great laugh. She cared
deeply for her community, playing various roles
within her political party at the local, state, and
national levels. She enjoyed playing softball
and coached Little League girls’ softball. She
was proud to be one of the original investors of
the Independent newspaper in Belleville.

She was preceded in death by her parents, her
brother Lawrence Cox, and her husband Ronald
J. Yurchak in 2019.

She is survived by her children Angela
(Mark) Kirkpatrick of Monroe, Allan (Laurie)
Yurchak of Marietta, GA, and Amie (Brian)
Summers of Georgetown, KY; grandchildren
Amber Schmenk, Lauren Hryniewiecki, Chloe
Yurchak, Zachary Yurchak, Travis, Awbree and
Andrew Summers; great-grandchildren Flynn
Hryniewiecki, Scarlett and Violet Haley, and
Kathleen Summers; and sister Marilyn Galea of
Plymouth, MI.

She will be missed by all her family and friends.
The family is planning a Celebration of Life
after the holidays.

Beverly will be interred with Ronald at the
Great Lakes National Cemetery in Holly, MI.

MARVIN CANUP

June 14, 1935 — November 14, 2025

Age 90 of Belleville and formerly of Gaylord.
Survived by children Marion Ibach and James
Canup, siblings Alton Canup, Darlene Gasper
and Midian Downing; grandchildren Mark and
Nicole, and a great-grandson. Arrangements by
David C. Brown Funeral Home.
www.davidcbrownth.com

Upcoming Meetings

* Monday, Dec. 1 — Belleville City Council,
6:30 p.m.

* Tuesday, Dec. 2 — Van Buren Township
Board of Trustees, 6 p.m., and workshop at 5
p-m. as needed

* Tuesday, Dec. 9 — Sumpter Township board
meeting, 6 p.m. Also, Belleville Area District
Library, 7:30 p.m.

* Wednesday, Dec. 10 — Van Buren Township
Planning Commission, 5:30 p.m.

* Thursday, Dec. 11 — Keystone Academy
School Board, 5 p.m. Also, Sumpter Township
Planning Commission, 6 p.m. Also, Belleville
Planning Commission, 6:30 p.m.

* Monday, Dec. 15 — Belleville City Council,
6:30 p.m. Also, Van Buren Public Schools
Board of Education, 7 p.m., BHS Commons

* Tuesday, Dec. 16 — Van Buren Township
Board of Trustees, 6 p.m., and workshop at 5
p-m. as needed
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Judy Ann Corder

JUDY ANN CORDER

January 29, 1943 — November 16, 2025

Judy Corder of Ypsilanti, Michigan, and
formerly of Wayne, Michigan for many years,
passed away on November 16, 2025, in hospice
care surrounded by her family. She was born on
January 29, 1943, in Wayne, M1, to Harvey and
Nora (Thornsberry) Chapman. She worked for
many years as a server and bartender at many
local restaurants before retiring. Judy was a
Christian and woman of faith. In her spare time,
she enjoyed yard sales and shopping. She was
always decorating for the holidays both inside
and in her yard. Judy loved her animals as well,
very fond of her pets. She will be dearly missed.
Judy is survived by her children John “Rusty”
(Kim) Burlett of Harrison, MI, Shelly (Susan
Burden) Burlett of Belleville, MI, and Kimberly
Ann Sternberg, of Ypsilanti, MI; her siblings
Janet (Dennis) Hamilton of Belleville, MI,
Harvey “Buzz” (Alaina) Chapman of Taylor,
MI, and Kathy (Dan) Kemeter of Belleville, MI;
10 grandchildren and 10 great-grandchildren;
also numerous nieces, nephews, extended
family, and many friends.

She was preceded in death by her parents, her
husband David Eugene Corder, grandson Cody
Sternberg, brother Kenneth Chapman, and
sister Jean Barker.

A visitation was Wednesday November 19,
2025, at The David C. Brown Funeral Home,
Belleville, MI, 48111 from 11 a.m. until the
time of service of 1 p.m. Pastor Dan Kemeter
officiated. A burial will follow at Hillside
Cemetery, 46785 Denton Road, Belleville,
Michigan, 48111.

www.davidcbrownth.com

READ THE

NEWSPAPER ONLINE!
The Belleville-Area

Independent Website
is Online! Visit us @
beIIeviIIeareaindependent.conL

WANTED TO BUY

STANDING TIMBER
Family Owned & Operated

Land Clearing & Grinding
Services Available

Sawmill Office
1-(517) 254-4463

JAMES ‘JIM’ BULLOCK

(April 17, 1944 — November 17, 2025)

James “Jim” Bullock, age 81, of Ewing, Virginia
(formerly of Belleville, Michigan) passed away
peacefully and surrounded by his loved ones, on
Monday, November 17, 2025.

Born April 17, 1944, to the late Harold and
Beulah Bullock, Jim devoted his life to being
a loving son, brother, husband, father and
grandfather. He was a United States Army
Veteran who served in the Vietnam War. Jim
would later go on to retire from Detroit Edison
Electric Company, having dedicated many
years, as a sub station operator. He was a long-
time member of Myrtle Masonic Lodge #89 and
Order of the Eastern Star, both of Belleville,
Michigan.

Other than his parents, he is preceded in death
by one sister, Patsy Baker.

Survivors include his loving wife of sixty
years, Mary Clonce Bullock; three sons, Shawn
(Kathy) Ortega, Harold (Elizabeth) Bullock and
James Bullock; one brother, Dave (Cynthia)
Bullock; three grandchildren, Jake Ortega,
Jessica Bullock and Jackson Bullock; three
great-grandchildren, Amari, Joy Lynn and Paul
I1I; and a host of special nieces and nephews.
Visitation will be held at Arnett & Steele Valley
Chapel, of Harrogate, Tennessee, on Saturday,
November 22, 2025, from 5SPM-8PM. Masonic
services will be conducted courtesy of Martin
Station Lodge #188 of Martins Station, Virginia,
immediately following the visitation.

Funeral services with Military Honors, will be
held, at the funeral home, on Sunday, November
23, 2025, at 2PM, with Rev. Paul Clonce,
officiating. Music will be by Tommy Belcher.
Interment to immediately follow funeral
services at Wheeler Cemetery in Wheeler,
Virginia with friends and family to serve as
pallbearers.

Arnett & Steele Valley Chapel of Harrogate,
Tennessee is honored to serve the James “Jim”
Bullock family.

One Call Does It All...
...At The Independent
734-699-9020
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Things to do in the
Belleville area...

* Thursday, Nov. 27 through Sunday, Nov.
30 — Black Friday Sale at the Michigan Flight
Museum Gift Shop, 47884 D Street, Willow
Run Airport, (734) 483-4030. Free admission
all weekend. Explore the collection of unique,
aviation-inspired gifts. Black Friday Sales
have 25% to 50% off on multiple items.

* Sunday, Nov. 30 — Pictures with Santa, 1-3
p.m., featuring Rachel Leonard Photography.
All proceeds benefit the Building Fund.
Romulus VFW Post, 39271 Huron River Dr.,
Romulus, (734) 941-3030.

* Wednesday, Dec. 3 — “The First to
Fly: Fifty Years of Flight Before the Wright
Brothers” will be presented at 7:30 p.m. at
the Michigan Flight Museum at Willow Run
Airport as a part of its Historic Presentation
Series. Speaker Kirk Haas will look at the
dreamers and innovators who paved the way
for modern aviation. Cost is $10 for non-
members and free for museum members with
registration. Doors open at 6:30 p.m. The
museum is at 47884 D St., Belleville 48111,
(734) 483-4030.

* Friday, Dec. 5 — Southwestern Wayne
(County) Democratic Club’s annual holiday
dinner is at UAW Local 898, 8975 Textile
Rd., Ypsilanti. Doors open at 6, dinner served
at 7 p.m. Tickets are $25 each and $45 per
couple.

* Friday, Dec. 5 — Night at the Museum
Kick-off Party to the Festival of Holiday

Trees from 6-8 p.m. Free and open to the
public. Enjoy light snacks, festive drinks, and
holiday music and get first look at the holiday
trees.

» Saturday, Dec. 6 through Tuesday, Dec.
23 —Festival of Holiday Trees at the Belleville
Area Museum. Hours are: Tuesdays, 12-4
p-m.; Thursdays, 1-7 p.m.; and Saturdays, 10
a.m.-4 p.m.

 Saturday, Dec. 6 — Van Buren Public
Schools Education Foundation is holding its
Jingle Belle 5K and 1 Mile Fun Run through
Van Buren Park on the Iron Bell Trail at 10
a.m. Early bird special is $25 per runner.
After Nov. 30 it’s $30 per runner. $15 is for
the fun run race. Walkers welcome.

» Saturday, Dec. 6 — Holiday Ornament
Workshop, 1-3 p.m. at the Belleville Area
District Library. No fee. Preregistration
required online at vanburentwp.recdesk.com
. Information: (734) 699-8921.

e Saturday, Dec. 6 — The annual Angel
of Hope ceremony is at 7 p.m. at Hillside
Cemetery. The national remembrance is for
families who have lost a child at any age.
There will be a reading of names and tolling
of the bell for each name read. Call Brown
Funeral Home at (734) 697-4500 to add
a name or to get more information. It is an
outdoor event, so dress for the weather.

* Sunday, Dec. 7 — The public is invited
to the “Sing Noel” chorus concert by the
Belleville Lakeside Singers at 5 p.m. at Faith
Community Church, 894 E. Huron River Dr.,
Belleville. Admission is free. There will be a
collection of Christmas favorites followed by
cookies and refreshments. Information: Jane
Vesche, (734) 740-4165.
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IMPORT AND DOMESTIC

(734) 699-3641
Fax: (734) 699-3856

112 Davis St.
Belleville, MI 48111

QBurhop’s Colllision

Booy anp FEnpER REPAIR
CompLETE GLASS INSTALLATION

Towing Available
Open Weekdays 8 a.m — 5 p.m.

HOURS: MON-FRI BY APPOINTMENT ON

SATURDAY 11AM-3PM OPEN TO PUBL
Friends of Ml Animals Rescue
Promote a Healthy and Safe Environment for All

“_. ADOPTIONS BY
i\)v”a.‘ APPOINTMENT

Friends of Michigan
Animals Rescue
ot 3~

51299 Arkona Road
Belleville, Ml 48111

734-461-9458

info@friendsofmichigan.org
www.friendsofmichigan.org
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The Hair Station
(734) 796-4795

151 Main Street
Belleville MI

INQUIRE ABOUT
OUR SPECIALS!

thehairstation151@yahoo.com

48111
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PLUMBING

Free Estimates
Service & Repair
Drain C.leanincl{/I
Gas Lines & More

Licensed & Insured
Honest & Reliable

Caleb Windiate
734.307.6418

ProPlumbing734@yahoo.com
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OPEN THANKSGIVING DAY
11 AM-7PM

CATERING ¢ BANQUETS
MOBILE BBQ ¢« CORPORATE EVENTS

SPECIAL OCCASIONS
EVENT SPACE
§ R D A ) A

4) 800-000
:

4) 699 0 0 ake @ DC D

LIMITED THANKSGIVING MENU

Turkey, Ham or Turkey & Ham Dinners
Served with all the fixins plus Apple or Pumpkin Pie Slice

Let us do the cooking for you!

TURKEY PACKAGE TO GO

We will be happy to carve your turkey at no charge!

2025 TURKEY PACKAGE

Feeds 8-12 guests Turkey, stuffing, salad, mashed potatoes &
gravy, green beans, cranberry sauce, 2 dozen garlic rolls,
and yourchoice of one pie apple or pumpkin

$295.00 PLUS TAX

* HALF PANS AND FULL PANS OF TURKEY AND
SIDES AVAILABLE FORYOU TO ORDER

ALL TURKEY PACKAGES AND CATERING ORDERS MUST BE IN BY SUNDAY
NOVEMBER 23, 2025 AND MUST BE PICKED UP BETWEEN 10:00 AM AND 1:00 PM
ON THANKSGIVING DAY.

Open Enroliment

Oct 15 - Dec 7

NO charge!

Under 65?

Open Enroliment Dates:
November 1 - December 15

Contact Us Today!

(734) 252-0064
Mike.Gatteri@HealthMarkets.com
186 Main Street, Belleville M

Rich Pietrogolla is the
guy with the tires

Hey, Good People of Belleville:

I have some famous friends you’ve
probably never heard of.

I’ve noticed quite a few of you wondering
about the friendly face you’ve seen walking
around town, often with a tire or two!

It’s awesome to see how curious our
community is, and I’'m really excited to
properly introduce you to an incredible
individual, Mr. Rich Pietrogolla.

First things first, mark your calendars!
Rich’s birthday was on Nov. 12, so if you
happen to bump into him, please make sure
to wish him a very happy one. He was born
back in 1946, hailing from Beacon, NY.

Rich’s life story is truly remarkable and
speaks volumes about the man he is today.
Growing up, he faced some incredibly
tough challenges at home, which instilled
in him a deep desire to protect others,
especially women, and a personal
commitment to never drink alcohol
himself. Despite these early struggles, his
father served our country as a correctional
officer for 32 years.

You might be surprised to learn that Rich
has had an absolutely fascinating career
path! In the early 1960s, a friend convinced
him to try out for football in New York City.
Can you believe it? He ended up playing in
the NFL for five years during the Vietnam
era — three years with the New York Jets,
one with the Dolphins, and another with
Boston. But his commitment to service
didn’t stop there. He actually left the NFL
to enlist in the Air Force, proudly serving
our country for nearly four years.

After his military service, life continued
to unfold in exciting ways. He met his
wonderful wife in 1968, and they tied the
knot in 1973, building a loving marriage
that lasted three decades. His father-
in-law, whom Rich deeply admired,
helped him open his own men’s clothing
store, Hopewell Men’s Store, which he
successfully owned for 17 years. Rich
and his wife also opened their hearts and
home, adopting their son, Matthew, in

DOMESTIC
YICLENCE
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Rich Pietrogolla

1982. Matthew later blessed Rich with
two beautiful grandchildren, bringing even
more joy into his life.

Rich is a true health and fitness advocate!
He’s been a certified fitness trainer for
over 20 years, helping countless people
across seven states (including creating
“The Slim Down” program while living
in Texas) achieve their health goals. It’s
truly inspiring, especially considering
he’s had emergency stomach surgery and
open-heart surgery just last year, yet he
still dedicates time to working out every
single day! When he moved to Michigan
a decade ago, he spent about four years as
a caregiver, explaining that staying in great
shape allows him to better assist others.

It’s clear that Rich has an incredible zest
for life and a heart of gold. He reads his
Bible daily, is always ready to lend a hand,
and shared with me how thankful he is for
all the wonderful support he receives from
the VA.

So, the next time you spot Rich Pietrogolla
out and about, please don’t hesitate to stop,
say hello, and maybe even share a quick
chat. He’s truly a kind soul, and Belleville
is lucky to have him among us!

Diane Sloan
Belleville

v=> MILTON'S

- Transfer to Milton's TODAY

Pharmacy
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Fully Insured

We Work with Insurance
Companies.
Free Estimates
N Senior Discounts

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

(734) 753-5800 ooy @eyenseso

o 24-Hour Emergency Service ® Tree Removal e Trlmmlng
o Lot Clearing ® Pruning & Thinning ® Stump Grinding
® Root Grinding ® Brush Removal

OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE /

ON ANY TREE REMOVAL OVER $300 |

WWW.TNTTREE.com

10% OFF

With this coupon I
Must present coupon at time of estimate. |

“éii

WINGS. FINGERS. BURGERS. SLIDERS.
SUBS. WRAPS. SALADS.

o
e

-

- o ] . HOURS: MON.-THUR. 10AM-2PM
Renae Turner and her daughter Anna Naiya Parker dressed up in inflatables to walk Main FRL. TOAM-10PM - SAT, 12PM-10PM - SUN. 12PM-8PM

17441 SUMPTER ROAD it

Street on Halloween to bring joy to the kids who were trick or treating. WEDELIVER CT I

DOWNLOADTHE WING FELLAS APP OK THE APPSTORE [= ||

WECATERTOALL YOUR PARTY NEEDS!

3 OFF

Total Purchase

Spacious home with |
basement and
garage. Near Ford
and Newburgh.
Includes all

ki or

i - - =
;11_ust prowdedprootf | ca" Liz S|0|'||( ‘lylli\[?LAS ‘lylli\[?LAS
AERO REALTY ° Income’. an_ renta Aero nealtv With this coupon. Cannot combine with
35890 Goddard Rd. and credit hIStOI'y. any other offers or promotions. | any other offers or promotions.

RO ItZe  $1550 per month.

Family owned and operared for over 20 years We take prfde in our work and our r company.

DONZ @R‘E’@ SURPRIE
FULLY INSURED

WE SPECIALIZE IN ROOFS anp ROOFS onLy!

were 101 YU

we're - sEh5““

gver

Quality Keeping You Covered...not only our logo, it's our motto!

i Replacements s/ Recovers &z Repairs s/ Commercial 5% Residential
ALL TYPES ::I,';’::;,m _WE ACCERT CUSTOMER CHECKLIST
F'atmﬂ:;gmngladl;hEPDu ~ Wuzusen =B lnsured O ?fﬁm :| o ::nBus:ineﬁs Chrerlﬁ ‘l'eellrs
i BBB O Licensed not home or O Certified Instal
Cedar Sﬁakeu* Mgal 34 429 5840 o Rlererenms O Workmanship Guarantee O Cwaﬁa *
779 W. Michigan Avenue + Saline, Ml 48176 - www.diversifiedroofingllc.com » 1-800-668-1928

' Total Purchase !
of *15 or more ! of 25 or more |

BELLEVILLE MI, 48111 (=15t (=

CURB SIDE PICK UP AVAILABLE

o WINGFELLAS_BELLEVILLE

TRY OUR
CRISPY FRIES
WITH VARIETY

«  OFDRY

S @ SEASONINGS!

20% OFF

Total Purchase Any
of *40 or more | Lunch Orders

WING ~ WING N vaid
FELLAS ' FELLAS 10amto 2 pm

With this coupon. Cannot combine with ' With this coupon. Cannot combine with ¥ With this coupon. Cannot combine with

any other offers or promotions. | any other offers or promotions.

313 402 0181 1 coupon per customer. Exp. 10/30/25 + 1 coupon per customer. Exp. 10/30/25 1 1 coupon per customer. Exp. 10/30/25 1 1 coupon per customer. Exp. 10/30/25
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DIVERSIFIED
ROOFING

QUALITY
KEEPING YOU COVERED

Shingle, Flat Roof & Metal Roofs
Removals, Recover & Repair

$900 OFF

Full Roof Replacement
Expires: 12-3-2025
Residential ® Commercial
Free Estimates
State Licensed
Fully Insured

www.DiversifiedRoofingLLC.com

800-668-1928
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MEET ELMER!
THE HAPPY-GO-LUCKY HEARTTHROB!

Around a year old and full of youthful
charm, Elmer is the definition of a
sweetheart. Everyone who’'s met him
has fallen in love with his gentle nature
and joyful energy - he’s the kind of dog
who makes it impossible not to smile
when you're around him.

Elmer loves his time in the yard,
especially when there’s a ball involved!
His playful leaps and lightning-fast
runs are equal parts athletic and
adorable - he’s got energy to spare
and plenty of love to give. Despite his
age, he’s impressively well-mannered:
not jumpy, not mouthy, and always
eager to please his people.

We’'re still getting to know Elmer and
helping him navigate the excitement of
being around other dogs. He’s shown
a bit of reactivity on leash or in his
kennel, but it may be more enthusiasm
than anything else - when he sees
dogs out in the yard, he tends to stay
calm and curious. With continued
guidance and positive introductions,
we think he could do well with another
canine companion in the future.

Elmer is young, bright, and full of
potential. He’s ready to keep learning,
keep loving, and keep making his
people smile every single day.

If you're looking for a best friend who
will greet life with enthusiasm and
affection, Elmer is waiting to meet you.
info@friendsofmichigan.org

Friends of Michigan
Animals Rescue

51299 Arkona Road
Belleville, Ml 48111
734-461-9458
www.friendsofmichigan.org

w
Schedule Your Appointment Today!

AMC -

\ ' VAN BUREN |

A NI MAL
MEDICAL

CENTER

ANIMAL MEDICAL CENTER of VAN BUREN
Scott Driscoll, DVM Keri Dasher, DVM
491 Sumpter Reoad, Belleville, Ml 48111
434-699-6510
www.amcvanburen.com
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Photo courtesy of Don Sherman

Practically all of the old roadway has been removed and new underlayment materials are being applied in preparation for fresh asphalt
at the Denton Road Bridge. The bridge is expected to be completed in the spring.

E’RE OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY, 8AM-6PM
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TREE SERVICE

24 Hr. EMERGENCY SERVICE
Tree TrRiMMING & REmMOVAL
StumpP & SHRUBBERY REMOVAL
CRANE SERvVICE * FIREWOOD
FuLLy INsureD ¢ FREe ESTIMATES
Senior CiTizen Discount

EMERGENCIES &
BELLEVILLE AREA

Call Joe (734) 664-9285
71 0% OFF MENTION AD
Call Tom (734) 864-2243
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= Upgraded Shampoo §
\ & Conditioner . }
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VBT approves DDA amendment,
Morton Taylor paving project

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent editor

After a public hearing on Nov. 18,
the Van Buren Township Board of
Trustees unanimously adopted the Third
Amendment to the Development and
Tax Increment Finance Plan for the VBT
Downtown Development Authority. This is
the first reading of the ordinance, with the
second reading and final approval to be at
the Dec. 2 meeting of the township board.

DDA director Merrie Coburn explained
that the township’s DDA was established
in 1990 and the development plan was
approved and expires in 2038. This is the
third refreshing of the plan since 1990. The
last amendment was in 2009. The district
has remained the same size and there is no
plan to change its size.

“The district has had a lot of growth since
2009 and the third amendment will reflect
that with added projects and costs, revised
cost estimates of projects that have not
been completed to reflect the rise in costs,
updated maps and updated tax capture
revenue spreadsheets,” she said.

Coburn presented a list of high-priority
projects, with the Belleville Road widening
at the top, sidewalk and nonmotorized
improvements and maintenance, Belleville
Road improvements from 1-94 to Tyler,
Belleville Road streetlights from Tyler

to Ecorse, and concrete joint repairs on
Belleville Road. Other projects were listed
as medium and low priority, along with
ongoing annual projects.

She said that there are 1,161 residents in
the DDA district and Public Act 57 requires
a citizens’ council of seven to be formed
if there are more than 100 residents in the
district. The council is made up of those
residents or those closeby the district, so
the council was formed. It has met three
times to consider the amendment.

During the public hearing, Reg Ion said
he would like to have a hard copy of the
amendments. He said there was a lot of
money spent on the landscaping at Ecorse
and Belleville roads but the snowfence that
used to be between Ecorse Road and the
South Service Drive is gone. He said when
they plow Ecorse, now the snow goes onto
the Service Drive where he lives and he has
to plow it out. He also said there is no longer
grass cutting along the Service Drive. He
said they should spend more money on the
residents in the township, instead of on
businesses. He said the airport bought the
Saratoga property on Ecorse and is now
offering it for development. He said he is
not in favor of the Stellantis development
now under way on Ecorse.

Another speaker, who said he lives on

(continued on page 13)

CYNTHIA CARTER
P&C, LIFE, HEALTH, ANNUITIES

CARTERINSURANCEAGENCY63GIGMAIL.COM
248-291-4262
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BUDGET FRIENDLY
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ALL DAY HAPPY HOUR!
Wednesday - Saturday
Nov. 26 thru Nov. 29

HOLIDAY HOURS:

Closed Thanksgiving
Fri. Noon - 9 p.m. ® Sat. Noon - 8:30 p.m.
HAPPY HOUR Mon.-Satf., 1 p.m. -5 p.m.

STBY,
THANKSGIVING

Follow us on Facebook at Dos Pesos Inc.

11800 Belleville Rd.
697-5777

TACKLING
MEDICARE
TOGETHER



November 27, 2025/Belleville Area Independent

VBT

(continued from page 12)

Morton Taylor and the North I-94 Service
Drive, asked about paving Morton Taylor
Road, which was on the agenda. Supervisor
Kevin McNamara said the township
wants to pave Morton Taylor Road north
of Tyler Road, but not in his area yet. He
said the township had an agreement with
a developer to pave that part of Morton
Taylor, but the township got money from
Wayne County to split the cost. McNamara
said VBT residents have the lowest taxes in
Wayne County.

In other business in the 68-minute

BONEGUTTERS

TREE EXPERTS, LLG

STORM DAMAGE &
FALL DISCOUNTS!

50% DISCOUNT IF YOU KEEP WOOD/ BRUSH!

Storm Clean Up KT

SERVICE BY
Free Estimates [LUESIIH

Tree Topping & Trimming
Tree & Shrub Removal
Stump Removal « Bucket Service

Insured & Senior Discounts

<—<(734) 431-4202

meeting, the board:

* Approved adjusting a 2025 road paving
budget item from $0 to $850,000 for the
first payment for the Morton Taylor Paving
Project to pave Morton Taylor between
Tyler and Ecorse. McNamara said the cost
is being shared with Wayne County and,
“That’s how we got Haggerty Road.” The
total cost is expected to be $3.5 million and
the township will pay up to $1.7 million
and the county will pay anything over. The
township will pay $850,000 in 2025 and
$850,000 in 2026. He said the township
is asking the residential developer on the
northwest corner of Tyler and Morton
Taylor to kick in a couple of $100,000s;

* Approved a fireworks display permit
application from the Belleville Yacht Club
for Michigan Fireworks Club on Saturday,
Dec. 6, with a rain date of Sunday, Dec. 7.
It will be staged on Denton Road just west
of the Denton Road bridge, the place it had
been staged over the past three years. This
event is part of Winter Fest;

* Witnessed a presentation on the design
plan developed by contractor PEA Group
for the front entrance area of Van Buren
Park. Trees are being cleared next to the
sled hill and along the South Service Drive.
A bunny hill will be put in next to sled hill
for young children. A new community
garden area is planned to the west of the
drive with a 23-car parking lot, pavilion,
and tool shed. There will be a fence and
piers along the drive, along with a fitness
area, no-go zones for wildlife, a gate to the
maintenance area, native plantings, and
other park amenities. McNamara said none
of this is budgeted, but if you don’t have a
plan, no one will give you money. “We’re
reloading the barrel to go after some more
money,” he said, noting a long list of grants

Keith Dudek : Owner
11681 Rawsonville
Belleville, Ml 48111

Dudek Heating & Coollng

Service and Installation

Licensed and Insured - Free Estimates * Furnaces - Boilers
Air Conditioning - Duct Work - Humidifiers - Water Heaters
Generators - Electrical - Plumbing

Office: (734) 461-6165
Cell: (734) 730-9733

Jasper is now scheduling volunteer
appearances in our Tricommunity
area.

He’s credentialed and insured with
both Alliance of Therapy Dogs and
Canines for Christ — committed to
brightening your day!

ay hello to Jasper

Janet Deaton, CGC Evaluator
American Kennel Club

dbgs By anet CBe[[ew[[e janet@dogsbyjanet.com & (734) 604-1720

©2025 D? Entarprises, All Rights Reserved. USA

received by getting a plan first;

* Heard clerk Leon Wright state that
the township hasn’t raised taxes at least
since 2008 when he first got here. He also
said the township had about $50,000 in
health care cost savings over six months
by utilizing EHIM’s model based on
employee usage instead of a standard 20%
cost to employees;

* Heard a resident of Crowley Road ask
about the drift race track on Robson Road.
McNamara said it’s in court now and the
race track owner is fighting it. He said the
case is expected to move forward in the
next year since this is the busy holiday
season; and
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* Heard resident Reg Ion say there has
been a lack of maintenance at Van Buren
Park and the trees and shrubs having to
be cut back are because of ten years of
neglect. He said the American flag at the
park was on the ground and he reported
it, but doesn’t know if it’s been picked up.
“I have yet to see a damn bicycle on the
Iron Belle Trail,” he said. He said the water
tower should have been built in Van Buren
Park. He suggested they start testing the
water and soil at the park. McNamara said
it’s been tested and it’s good. He said he’s
concerned about the flag comment, also
noting the grant money is not tax money.
Ion replied, “It’s still my tax money.”

Belleville DDA forms committee
to make progress on projects

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent editor

A committee was set up of Belleville
Downtown  Development  Authority
members at their Nov. 19 meeting to make
progress on the hardware store at 458 Main
St. that it purchased in October 2023 along
with the property it purchased at Third and
Main at the same time.

Volunteering for that committee were
Phil Miller, Mike Gatteri, and Sabrina
Richardson-Williams. President of the
Belleville Area Chamber of Commerce
Dinara Strikis asked if a member of the
public could join in and she was placed on
the committee, as well.

Steve Jones, DDA Coordinator/interim
city manager, had put several items on the
agenda concerning the former hardware
store that he has named the “WhereHouse
Project.” He had proposals for new art
on the windows, finishing construction,
flooring, and interior paint.

The DDA approved Jones’ request to
spend $1,000 to have an artist scrape off the
old paintings on the WhereHouse windows
and replace that with winter scenes by the
same person who did the windows at the
Rustic Crow. When pressed, he said the
artist who will get $1,000 for the work is
Gerina Rohman.

On July 17, 2024 the DDA voted to pay
another artist $3,000 to paint the present

1+ S5
N >
S
W. Columbia ia Aye,

-
' HEATER CORE $ i
1 1
1 Fl"s Includes 1
1 Coolant 1
1 1

ol

WITH COUPON « LONNIE’'S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 12-31-25

BAI
Ll i)

1 Disc BRAKE SPECIAL
1 Premium Pabps & RoToORS,

' INcLUDES LABOR, STARTING AT $400
Most Cars. Restrictions Apply.

La.lwvme. °s ¥
Aurn REPAIR

I WITH COUPON * LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 12-31-25,, oy

50 South Street at 5- Pomts, Belleville » 734-325-7065

Open Monday - Friday 8am - 6pm

pictures on the windows. On Feb. 19,
2025, the DDA approved $44,480 to fix a
wall at the hardware store.

Jones also suggested some kind of sealing
for the floor that is bare now that the old
tiles have been torn out. And, he said, the
bathroom project has to be done. He said
he could get two carpet square quotes for
the next meeting, and they will be between
$25,000 and $30,000. Or they could go
with cleaning the floor and painting it for
about $2,500 or grinding it and putting on
clear epoxy for $1,500.

Miller said they would need quotes from
more than one vendor.

DDA member Donley said they don’t
know how the space is going to be divided.
He said they shouldn’t spend money on
painting “until we know where we’re
going.”

“I agree,” Jones said. “Make it adaptable
at the lowest cost so it looks finished
enough.”

DDA member Miller asked what the
timeline is for completing the hardware
store upgrade and Jones said, “As soon as
possible.”

DDA member Beaubien asked, “What is
our vision?”

Board chairman John Winter said the
plan was for pop-up shops.

“I thought by Christmas we’d have

(continued on page 15)

SENIORS, VETERANS & !
ACTIVE MILITARY TAKE ,
10% OFF YOUR TOTAL BILL |
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LET’S GET READY FOR WINTER'

VEHIGLE CHECK :
Belts, Hoses, Etc.
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INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

AUCTION FOR SALE WANTED SERVICES

PUBLIC AUCTION
NOTICE is hereby given that on December
6, 2025 at 12:00 PM., FULL HOUSE
SELF STORAGE at 7886 Belleville Rd.,
Belleville, MI 48111 is holding a public
auction. Unit(s) may or may not include
the following items: household items,
recreational items, appliances, furniture, and
other miscellaneous items.

1419 & J616, Cornell Fox; M569, Adam
McNabb; N810 & O715 & S962, Terry
Booth; 1427, Marcus Perry; P757, Ewam
W. Buford; R930, Dewey Faulkner; 0723,
Timothy Rhoads; F272 & J614, Stephen
Kantos.

Publish: Nov. 20 and Nov. 27, 2025

PUBLIC AUCTION
U-Lock-It Self Storage LL.C
6130 Rawsonville Rd., Belleville, MI 48111
(734) 482-1502
Notice is hereby given that on 12/03/25 at
12:00 P.M. thru 12/10/25 at 12:00 P.M.
contents of the following storage unit(s)
will be sold online at:

Bid13.com

SPACE # A21, A30 — Scott McEachran, Jr.;
#D24, E1 — Heather List

Unit(s) may or may not include the
following: household items, recreational
items, appliances, furniture, seasonal
decorations, and tools.

Publish: Nov. 20. 2025; Nov. 27, 2025

GARAGE/YARD SALE

EVERYTHING MUST GO! Over 3000
items in 3 heated car ports. Lots
of new stuff. Nov. 28, 29 & 30,
Fri., Sat. & Sun. 10 am. — 5 p.m.
1184 Georgina Dr., Ypsi.

FOR SALE

VOCO PRO KARAOKE machine, over 75
country & misc. CD & G discs organized
in books, Shure microphone & stand.

11727

Best offer (734) 308-9912 12111
OUR GENERATION Awesome
academy schoolroom & accessories. $75
(734)  748-2680  please leave a
message. 12/04

FRENCHIES, YORKIES, TEDDY BEAR
& other small breed. Vet checked, happy
puppies, $499 & up. View available
pups at Petcitypets.com Ypsilanti. (734)
487-0800 Come see the difference.

11727

4 NEW 17” STEEL RIMS off a 2026
Silverado. $300 cash. 9672 Jackson

between 8 a.m. & 7 p.m. 1727

48” CRAFTSMAN Plow with attachment,
also have tire weights & chains.
$300 O.B.O. (734) 740-2516 1127

LIVINGROOM SET-dark brown couch,
loveseat, & light brown recliner. $475
0O.B.O. Floral pattern area rug 9x12
$200 O.B.O. (734) 740-2516
WESTERN SNOWPLOW- 7 14°,
$500 OBO. (734) 417-3233
FOOD GRADE BARRELS Plastic
&- metal. Inventory & pictures at
www.mattsbarrels.com, call or text
(734) 474-5981. Located in Willis. 1215
FENCE BOARDS 2 x 6 and 2 x 8,
reasonable.  (734) 461-1414 HAY,
round bails (708) 646-7595 1218

VEHICLES FOR SALE

1999 LINCOLN CONTINENTAL
Tennessee car, privately owned, very nice.
(734) 695-0819

JEEP LIBERTY 4 X 4
New tires, no rust.
11/27

11/27

01/01

11/27

2011
private owner.
(734) 695-0819

* Kk Kk &k Kk Kk

Local Excavating Company
has openings for
LABORERS
Wages Negotiable.
Kovalak Excavating
Company
Call 734-645-0100

* Kk ok ok k K

CDL DRIVER NEEDED
Immediate Position.
Local Driving, Home

Every Night.
Kovalak Excavating
Company
Call 734-645-0100

* Kk Kk ok ok Kk

Local Excavating Company
has opening for
BACKHOE & ALL SMALL
EXCAVATING EQUIPMENT
POSITION
Prior Experience Necessary.
Kovalak Excavating
Company
Call (734) 461-6838
or (734) 645-0100

ADVANCEDH & W

PAYING CASH

Buying Junk Cars &
Trucks. Free 7 Day
Pick Up. Call Today!

(734) 223-5581
(517) 605-6388

A&L SERVICES
Home Improvement &
Handyman Service
Painting, Drywall, Carpentry,
Electrical, Plumbing,
Ceramic Tile, Kitchens & Bath.
Serving Belleville Since
1995. Call Aaron Schuliz
@ 734-740-0628

D.K. JUNK CAR
BUYERS
PAY CASH
We Work
Monday - Saturday.
734-368-5088
734-545-5195

LADONNA'S

LANDSCAPING

High grass and lot
cleaning. Fairest prices
around! Debris and vehicle
removal. Covering Ypsilanti
and surrounding areas.

(313) 808-4657

LOCAL FALCONER needs fields to
hunt with hawk. If you have a field/trees
with multiple rabbits, I’'m interested in
paying to hunt with my bird. Or, come
along for the experience. (734) 262-0998

cperdue@shadowspeak.org 12/04
WANTED TO BUY - Standing
timber. Sawmill office.

(517) 254-4463

WANTED - ANY SIZE MEN’S JEANS
for the homeless. Please drop off at
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Drive.
(734) 697-5600 TEN
WANTED - SMALL CONTAINERS
of shampoo, toothpaste, etc. to take
to homeless in Detroit. Drop off at
Bladez’s. 601 E. Huron River Dr.
(734) 697-5600 TEN

FOR RENT

509 N LIBERTY Completely remodeled
1 bedroom, granite counter tops, new
appliances, all new flooring. 2™ floor.
650 credit score. $1,000/month, $1,500
security deposit. (734) 775-4727

01/08

11727

FIREWOOD & KINDLING. You cut.
(734) 941-9567

11727

FREE FILL. Delivery available.
(734) 697-1183. Yost Sand & Gravel.
Belleville. TEN

To build a better world,
start in your own community!

MOM’S WITH MOPS - residential
cleaning, «call for free estimate.
(734) 620-6706 or (734) 583-8420
INTERIOR / EXTERIOR
MAINTENANCE. Painting, roof leaks,
cleaning & gutter repairs, landscape
maintenance, and power washing.
(734) 796-3628 12/11

12/18

DRYWALL - hanging, finishing, &
repair. Over 35 years of experience.
(734) 587-2410 or (734) 693-4712
A-1 QUALITY MOBILE HOME
SERVICE. Licensed over 50 yrs. Seniors,
Veterans, 1% Responders & Educators
10% off. (734) 397-2615
DEPENDABLE LAWN  SERVICE.
Commercial & residential lawn cutting,
aerating, mulch, shrub trimming, fall
clean-up. De-thatching, sod & seeding.
(734) 587-2410 or (734) 693-4712 12711
LARRY’S HANDYMAN SERVICE.
No job too small. Interior/exterior painting,
wallpaper, plumbing, powerwashing
& carpentry. (618) 267-7774

12/04

12/25

04/03

The Belleville Independent is a drop
off location for the U.S. Marine Corps
Toys for Tots Program. Bring in your
new, unwrapped toy to our office at:
152 Main St., Suite 9, Belleville, MI

We are located in the Professional Building (the old movie
\ theater building) across from Zax Auto Wash. y
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BELLEVILLE HIGH SCHOOL
DISTINGUISHED
GRADUATE PROGRAM

NOMINATE A GRADUATE TODAY!
- DEADLINE: JANUARY 31

IS YOUR BUSINESS
A TARGET
F*BURGLARS

=
?
134-69//=2888

Get SERIOUS about your Security!
WE CAN PROVIDE A REAL SOLUTION
for BOTH your Business & Home...

* Remote Control-View-Playback
* Email / Smartphone Alerts

* PC / Mac Support

* No monthly fees

Includes:

Actual hardware may vary.

¢ Installation
¢ 4) HD Cameras (bullet or dome)
* 19” Monitor
« DVR (2TB)

innovative

COMPUTERS

Full-Service IT * Networks ¢ Cameras

J @' A veteran-owned company, supporting Michigan businesses since 1995.
Serving Metro Detroit to Lansing * InnovativeComputers.net

Belleville DDA

(continued from page 3)

some popup shops,” said treasurer Sabrina
Richardson-Williams.

Jones said with the change in management
at the city, he has had longer days, referring
to not having enough time to do everything.

Donley said the DDA has people to sign
up for tasks and have time to do it.

DDA member Mike Gatteri said they
could send out a group email to ask for
help. He said they need a clearly defined
timeline and a committee could do that.
Otherwise, it kind of gets pushed under the
rug.

Jones said he put the name “WhereHouse”
to signify “where you come to start your
business.” He said some community
groups asked if they could have space to
hold meetings there.

Donley said the building is still for sale so
there are several options on the table.

Miller said a commercial project wants a
white box. He said the committee can look
at the longterm strategies and midterm
strategies. Have an incubator up and
running for 18 months to see how it goes.
They could look into a four or five-year
plan.

Jones said he got an email from the
county about granting money for industry,
such as micro manufacturing, metal work,
businesses and he will look into that.

Donley said to share that with the
committee.

Miller agreed and said they’ll get the
committee together and set up a plan. He
said he recently became a real estate agent
and that has other information available.

Winter said the report from the committee
will be put on the January agenda.

In other business at the one-hour-19-
minute meeting on Nov. 19, the DDA:

*» Approved a $20,000 fagade grant for
Hayward’s Liquor Store, 573 Main St. The
work had been discussed at a recent DDA
meeting that was held without a quorum.
Jennifer Kouza, business owner, and Rad
Greaves, contractor, told of their plans to
upgrade the building that was built in 1932
or 1934. Greaves won’t know what roofing
will be put on until he opens up the roof
and see how much weight it can carry. He
would like to use slate tiles that he has on
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hand and would donate to her project, but
they are heavy. They were asked to keep the
city informed on what is decided. Kouza
said the work has to be done by March
when the number of customers increases;

* Learned Beaubien had gone door-to-
door along Main Street and from 12 to 15
businesses had signed up for a $1,000 grant
each for Christmas lights. She reported that
since the grant can only be used to purchase
lights and related items and not for labor
to put them up, each will get less than
the $1,000 allocated, so there will still be
money left in the allocation. They voted to
uncap the maximum number of businesses
in the program because there is money left;

* Heard Gatteri, who suggested the grants
for lights, say since there is money left,
they can use some of the grant funds for
the hardware store holiday lights, draping
red and green lights from floor to ceiling.
Miller said they shouldn’t use grant money
for the hardware store and Jones said they
could pay for it otherwise; and

* Heard secretary Denise Baker say she
had a problem with the finance report
because items are not posted properly and
everything is lumped together. She said she
will work with Jones and the staff to get it
posted right. Miller asked for a trial balance
and Jones didn’t know about that and said
he would find out. Miller suggested using
POs, but Baker said an invoice number
goes to the account and a PO is another
step. Jones said he will work on this.

Sumpter planners
recommend OK of
special land use for

Nassar’s used car lot

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent editor

After more than two hours of comments
in and after a public hearing on Nov. 13, the
Sumpter Township Planning Commission
voted unanimously to recommend
approval to the township board of special
land use for outdoor sale and display of
used automobiles at 17450 Savage Rd. for
the property’s new owner Hassan Nassar.

Commissioner Daniel Watson was absent

(continued on page 16)

“Serving the Belleville and Van Buren community for
over 20 years with quality and caring service.”

CROWNS « ROOT CANALS « EXTRACTIONS < FILLINGS
WHITENING » BONDING « DENTURES (SOFT & FLEXIBLE)

HEALTHY KIDS DENTAL

Quality Dentures at
Affordable Prices!
SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

Accepting Blue Cross Complete,
Molina, Wellcare, Meridian &
Medicaid!

Immediate Dentures and
Flippers Available.

SAME DAY DENTURE REPAIRS 734_697_5477
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Sumpter Plan

(continued from page 15)

and excused from the meeting.

The commission also unanimously
approved special land use for Sumpter
Properties, LLC, a used-car lot at 25891
Sumpter Rd., which had been requested
by Nassar, who now is pulling out of
that business to go to his new business
on Savage Road. The new owner of the
Sumpter Road property is pursuing the
legal approval of that lot.

The commission also unanimously
approved the site plan for 25891 Sumpter
Rd., which had been requested a year
ago. Neighbors say he has been operating
without the legal approval for all that time,
bringing in cars and, at one point, stacking
them up in the back of the property.

In other business at the two-hour-and-20-
minute meeting, the commission:

¢ Discussed draft ordinance language
for the Wetland Mitigation Bank. The
language is not complete. Township trustee
Matthew Oddy explained that EGLE (the
state’s department of Environment, Great
Lakes, and Energy) had approved a wetland
mitigation project behind a mobile home
park on Willis and put it in without notice
to the park. He said the township has lots
of wetlands and Crosswinds Marsh is the
largest wetlands park in the state. He said
the township doesn’t want good farmlands
to be put into wetlands. Wetland banks
are where wetlands are legally transferred
from areas that don’t want wetlands;

* Discussed and then approved revisions
to the Solar Ordinance;

* Approved the meeting dates scheduled
for 2026;

e Tabled until the Jan. 8 meeting a
request for special land use for a veterinary
surgery suite at 40030 Willis Rd. because
the applicant was not present. This had
been discussed at length at a previous
meeting. Commissioner Nicole VanAssche
said she has been thinking about it and the
township should encourage businesses in
homes. She said maybe it could be open
one day a week;

* Removed from the agenda without
comment a request for rezoning of five
parcels from MHP to RF or R1; and

¢ Discussed an Augusta Township man’s
plan for his newly purchased property on
the southwest corner of Willis and Sumpter
roads. He said he has upgraded the inside
of the former Art’s Appliance for a business
and wanted guidance on how to use the
former car repair shop on the corner. He
said he is considering a custom welding
shop or auto detailing by appointment.
Trustee Oddy suggested he come in and
talk with Joe Pezzotti, the township’s
planner, to get an idea of what would work
with the zoning. The man said he did that
a couple of times and said Pezzotti said
to come to the commission. He was told
to work with the planner to come up with
options.

Public Hearing

The lengthy public hearing on the former

Hughes repair shop at 17450 Savage Rd.

at the beginning of the meeting started
with engineer Justin Novak of Wyandotte,
Nassar’s consultant, explain that Nassar
wants to do outdoor auto repair, add a
greenbelt, and put in a privacy fence.
Township planning consultant Pezzotti in
his report on the request said this business
has been an auto repair shop for some time.
It has commercial zoning to the north with
outdoor storage, no major site changes,
and two entrances on Savage Road. The
required trash containers are not shown on
his site plan and must be added, he said.

He said 30 parking spaces are required
and they are shown on the plan as places
for cars for sale. The township also needs
to see the required 10% landscaping on the
plans.

He recommended that the commission
send the special land use approval to the
township board for final approval, with
stipulations that there would be no outdoor
storage of discarded parts and Wayne
County would approve the plan.

Judy Graves of 17600 Savage Rd., just
south of the site in question, said her home
was built in 1861 and is one of the original
buildings in Sumpter. It was the original

(continued on page 17)

Notice to Advertisers:

The Belleville-Area Independent will not be liable
for failure to publish an ad as requested or for more
than one incorrect insertion of an advertisement.
In the event of any error or omission in printing or
publication of an advertisement, you must notify
us within five days of publication or on the date of
insertion, if an ad is scheduled as part of a package,
so there is time to correct subsequent publications.
The Independent’s liability shall be limited to an
adjustment for the cost of the space occupied by the
error with a maximum liability being cancellation
of the cost of the first incorrect advertisement or
republication of the corrected advertisement. Under
no circumstances shall the Independent be liable for
consequential damages of any kind.

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE:

All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the Fair
Housing Act which makes it illegal to
advertise "any preference, limitation
or discrimination based on race, color,
religion, sex, handicap, familial status
or national origin, or an intention, to
make any such preference, limitation
or discrimination." Familial status
includes children under the age of 18
living with parents or legal custodians,
pregnant women and people securing
custody of children under 18.

This newspaper will not knowingly
accept any advertising for real estate
which is in violation of the law. Our
readers are hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised in this newspaper
are available on an equal opportunity
basis. To complain of discrimination
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777.
The toll-free telephone number for the
hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275.
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Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice

2) Poverty Exemptions.

prior to December 9, 2024.

Post:
Publish:

DECEMBER BOARD OF REVIEW
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN

NOTICE TO THE TAXPAYERS AND PROPERTY OWNERS
OF VAN BUREN CHARTER TOWNSHIP

The BOARD OF REVIEW of the Charter Township of Van Buren
will meet at the Township Hall, 46425 Tyler Road on Tuesday,
December 9, 2025 from 2:00 p.m. to 2:30 p.m.

The purpose of this meeting will be:
1) To correct clerical errors or mutual mistakes of fact;

Any property owner who believes they qualify should contact the
Van Buren Township Assessing Department at 734.699.8946

November 20, 2025
November 27, 2025
December 4, 2025

Leon Wright
Van Buren Charter Township

Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN
BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING
MINUTES -- November 18, 2025
Supervisor McNamara called the meeting to
order at 6:00 p.m. in the Board Room. Present:
Supervisor McNamara, Treasurer Budd, Clerk

Wright, Trustee Kelley, Trustee Boynton,
Trustee Martin, and Trustee Frazier. Others
in attendance: Recording Assistant Beaudry,
DDA Director Coburn, Director of Recreation
Gerhart, Director of Parks Locke, Director of
Public Services Luckett, Director of Municipal
Services Akers, IT Director Barbaza, Director of
Community Services Renaud and an audience
of twelve.

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF THE
AGENDA: Supervisor McNamara outlined the
items appearing on the agenda.

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA: Wright
moved, Boynton seconded to approve the
agenda. Motion Carried.

ADOPTION OF THE CONSENT AGENDA:
Boynton moved, Budd seconded to approve the
Consent Agenda: Board Meeting Minutes of
October 21, 2025, Prepaid List of October 23,
2025, Prepaid List of October 30, 2025, Prepaid
List of November 4, 2025, Election Inspector
Payroll List for November 4, 2025 Special
Election, Prepaid List of November 6, 2025,
Prepaid List of November 10, 2025, Voucher
List of November 18, 2025 and Approval of
the Fireworks Display Permit Application for a
fireworks display by Belleville Yacht Club on
Saturday, December 6, 2025, with a rain date
of Sunday, December 7, 2025. Motion Carried.
PUBLIC HEARING: Boynton moved, Budd
seconded to open the public hearing at 6:04
p.m. to receive public comment on the adoption
of Ordinance 11-18-25(1): Third Amendment
to the Development and Tax Increment Finance
Plan for the Van Buren Township DDA. Motion
Carried.

Two residents commented on the DDA plan.

Boynton moved, Wright seconded to close the
public hearing at 6:23 p.m. Motion Carried.
CORRESPONDENTCE/
ANNOUNCEMENTS/PRESENTATIONS:
Clerk Wright announced approximately $50,000
in health care savings cost to the Township over
6 months by utilizing EHIM’s model based on
employee usage instead of a standard 20% cost
to employees; Light up the Park will take place
Wednesday, November 19 at 6:00 p.m. at Harris
Park with the tree lighting ceremony to take
place at 6:30 p.m.; and a presentation took place
on the design plan for the front entrance area of
Van Buren Park.

PUBLIC COMMENT (Unfinished and New
Business): A resident asked for an update on
the drift track, and a resident commented on
Van Buren Park.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None.

NEW BUSINESS: Martin moved, Boynton
seconded to approve of adjusting the Capital
Outlay Road Initiative projected 2025 budget
line item (227-000-871-005) from $0 to
$850,000 for the Morton Taylor Paving Project.
Motion Carried.

Boynton moved, Kelley seconded to approve
the first reading of Ordinance 11-18-25(1):
the adoption of the Third Amendment to the
Development and Tax Increment Finance Plan
for the Van Buren Township DDA. Motion
Carried.

REPORTS: None.

PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA
ITEMS: None.

BOARD COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA
ITEMS: None.

ADJOURNMENT: Boynton moved, Frazier
seconded to adjourn the meeting at 7:08 p.m.
Motion Carried.

Leon Wright, Township Clerk

Kevin McNamara, Supervisor

Publish: November 27, 2025
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Sumpter Plan

(continued from page 16)

stagecoach stop in Sumpter Township.
After she and her husband bought the
property, they carefully maintained it.

She said the used cars parked right along
their property line makes the aesthetic
value of the property go way down. She
said before the new use, it was a repair

shop that was family owned and that
family cared about this community. They
didn’t leave cars overnight in front of their
building and put them behind the fence for
the night.
“It breaks my heart,” she said, noting their
property value will go “down the toilet.”
The business’ hours will be 9 to 5, but
it’s a residential area and people get off
work at 5 p.m. and go looking for cars,

she said. She said Nassar said there will
be no additional lighting and that is good.
But having the cars in front isn’t good. The
way the late Jim Hughes did it with putting
them behind the gate “was lovely.”

She said, “I don’t want that next to my
house.” She said Hughes told her he would
putin a privacy fence, but he died before he
could do that. “I love the Hughes family.”

Next speaker was Cheryl Norden, from
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The Bake Shoppe, just to the north of
Nassar’s new property. She had many
questions. She said when she wanted to
have storage on the two acres attached
behind the property for her bakery, the
township had turned her down. She said
she had been asked how many vehicles she
would have, but they have not asked that of
Nassar’s property.

She asked if they will be fixing cars to
be sold? Are they selling parts on the open
market? What about the scrap? What about
atraffic-flow analysis? What if a car battery
explodes? The way the cars are being
delivered is not acceptable, she said. The
hauler pulls up to the garage door and lays
on the horn, she said. Traffic is stopped by
a person on the road to get the hauler on to
the property.

She said it lowers the property values and
is intrusive to the area. She said Hughes put
the cars away at night. She said she doesn’t
want this to turn into a chop shop, like the
ones at Willis and Sumpter, Rawsonville
Road, and now here.

Commission chairperson Jane Stalmack
asked her to stop talking and Norden
refused, saying she got a letter from the
township asking her to come in and give
her views at the public hearing and she’s
giving her views. She brought along a
poster with pictures of the cars at Nassar’s
location at his Sumpter Road location.

Next speaker was Joseph Meadows
who said he lives at 17770 Savage and
he is next door to what has turned into a
$2.5 million federal remediation project.
The yellow tapes keep people from going
on that property since it contains lead
contamination from many years ago from
the Huron Valley Steel plant.

He said he is a veteran and he came
to Sumpter in 2012 and now there is
contamination on one side and used cars
on the other. He said Nassar is a nice man.
Meadows said he now has turkey, deer,
and raccoon in his back yard and they will
be gone. The smell of burning oil is in his
backyard. It’s the aesthetics, he said.

Damon Schultz of Willis Road said
Nassar will bring a nice, legal business
to the community. He told those who
complain about living next to commercial
zoning that they knew that property was
commercial.

Ron Watson of Riggs Road said he has
known Nassar for ten years and he is part
of the community. “He’s going to make
that business great,” Watson said, adding
he hopes Nassar will work on car repairs.

Steve Memering of Bemis and Willis
roads said, “I back him 100%.”

Christina Meadows, 17700 Savage Rd.,
said Nassar’s business will be open from
9 to 5, but people look for cars after work
and on weekends. She said there will be a
lot of signage and lighting.

“I’m breathing a lot of smoke,” Meadows
said. “I’'m hearing a lot of gunshots late at
night, all days... My dogs are going crazy,
my neighbor’s dogs are going crazy ... It
should remain residential by the park...
The business is not there yet and we’re
seeing fights already ... People we don’t
know are coming in.”
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Van Buren Township
Police Dispatch Log

There were 321 dispatch calls reported by Van Buren
Township police this week including the following.
Sunday, Nov. 16:

0053 — motorist assist, E. Huron River Dr.

0142 — found property/child, N. I-94 Service Dr.

0151 — mental subject, Parkwood Dr.

0250 — domestic, S. Bellridge Dr.

0821 — assist other dept., Sylvia Dr.

0920 — assist other dept., Denton Rd.

0926 — assist fire dept., S. I-94 Service Dr.

1014 — welfare check, Anna Dr.

1056 — 911 welfare check, Tyler Rd./Sage Cir.

1222 — suicidal person, Maple Dr.

1309 — fraud, Rawsonville Rd.

1335 — intrusion alarm, Ricardo Dr.

1355 — property damage accident, Belleville/N. 1-94
Service

1415 — misc. complaint, Jackson St.

1425 — retail fraud, Belleville Rd.

1429 — welfare check, Freeport Ct.

1455 — domestic, S. I-94 Service Dr.

1639 — property damage accident, N. I-94 Service
Dr. / Belleville Rd.

1643 — domestic, Parkwood Dr.

1812 — property damage accident, Belleville/Tyler

1829 — property damage accident, Savage/Country
Walk Blvd.

1832 — domestic, Riggs Rd.

1857 — personal injury accident, Morton Taylor Rd./
Robson

1914 — breaking & entering, Holly Ln.

1951 — welfare check, Denton Rd.

1955 — juvenile complaint, S. Timberview Dr.

2104 — vehicle lockout, Parkwood Dr.

2128 — domestic, Alden Ave.

2132 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Belleville Rd.
Monday, Nov. 17:

0323 — intrusion alarm, Tyler Rd.

XXXX — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Westlake Cir.

0748 — animal complaint, Morton Taylor Rd.

0815 —road hazard, Van Born/Sheldon

0855 — animal complaint, Bog Rd.

0857 — leaving the scene of a property damage
accident, Belleville Rd.
1156 — road hazard, Belleville Rd./N. I-94 Service
1228 — runaway, Quirk Rd.
1302 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Belleville
XXXX — private property impound, Belleville Rd.
XXXX — private property impound, Belleville Rd.
1426 — runaway, Quirk Rd.
1450 — assist other dept., Meadows Cir.
1610 — welfare check, Belleville/Van Born
1711 — retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
1855 — property damage accident, Haggerty/Riggs
1918 — property damage accident, Belleville/Tyler

2130 — threat, Borgman Ave.

2202 — civil matter, Denton Rd.

2317 — fireworks, Tyler/Walden Blvd.

2337 —road hazard, Denton/Michigan Ave.
Tuesday, Nov. 18:

0124 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, Old
Denton Rd./ Denton Rd.

0331 — assist fire dept., N. Ponderosa Trl.

0849 — intrusion alarm, Stamford Rd.

0848 — welfare check, Belleville/Tyler

0915 - vehicle lockout, Arthur St.

0944 — property damage accident, Belleville

1031 — private property/property damage accident,
Belleville

1056 — juvenile complaint, Rawsonville Elementary

1056 — juvenile complaint, Rawsonville Elementary

1056 — juvenile complaint, Rawsonville Elementary

1107 — hospice death, Edwards Rd.
1131 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Ecorse
1142 — welfare check, S. Bellridge Dr.
1210 — unattended death, S. I-94 Service Dr.
1358 — malicious destruction of property, Oak Ln.
1551 — animal complaint, Kent Ln.
1858 — PPO violation, Tyler Rd.
2145 — personal injury accident, N. 1-94 Service/
Oak Ln.
2230 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Tyler Rd.
Wednesday, Nov. 19:

0109 — property check, Village Center Dr.
0119 — repossession, N. Ponderosa Trl.
XXXX — repossession, Victoria St.
0315 — animal complaint, Parkside Dr.
0511 — intrusion alarm, Rawsonville Rd.
0721 — fraud, S. Sadie Ln.
0750 — civil matter, Vernon St.
0859 — misc. complaint, Savage Rd.
0859 — misc. complaint, Savage Rd.
0950 — 911 welfare check, Country Walk Blvd.
1014 — hospice death, S. I-94 Service Dr.
1107 — animal complaint, Denton Rd.
1212 — welfare check, Belleville Rd.
1225 — animal complaint, Harmony Ln.
1249 — ordinance violation — all 7300 MICR codes,
Robson
1321 — fraud, Pond Bluff Dr.
1435 — civil matter, Haggerty Rd.
1504 — retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
1632 — intrusion alarm, Martinsville Rd.
1710 — intrusion alarm, Parkwood Dr.
1837 — shooting, Martz Rd.
1903 — road hazard, Michigan Ave./Denton Rd.
2039 — fireworks, Jackson St.
2245 — property damage accident, Denton Rd. / S.
1-94 Service Dr.
Thursday, Nov. 20:
0046 — 911 welfare check, Shelley Dr.
XXXX — repossession, Maple Dr.
0406 — intrusion alarm, Tyler Rd.
0651 — property damage accident, Van Born /
Haggerty
XXXX — repossession, Briarwood Dr.
0737 — intrusion alarm, Belleville Rd.
0905 — property damage accident, Belleville
0912 — property damage accident, Belleville
1007 - ordinance violation — all 7300 MICR codes,
Woodgrove Dr.
1138 — civil matter, Parkwood Dr.
1311 — parking complaint, Belleville Rd.
1320 — parking complaint, Belleville Rd.
1436 — intrusion alarm, Belleville Rd.
1451 — welfare check, Belleville Rd.
XXXX — repossession, Meadows Cir.
1643 — parking complaint, Nautica Dr.
1852 — breaking & entering, Oak Ln.
1856 — parking complaint, Milton Dr.
1937 — threat, Freedom Way
2131 — assist other dept., Ecorse/Belleville
2205 — family trouble, Bog Rd.
2222 — 911 welfare check, Tyler Rd.
2313 — 911 welfare check, S. I-94 Service Dr.
Friday, Nov. 21:
0132 — disorderly, S. Woodbury Dr.
0323 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Milton
XXXX — repossession, Wildbrook Dr.
0519 — unauthorized driving away of auto, S. 1-94
Service Dr.
0557 — unauthorized driving away of auto, S. I-94
Service Dr.
0740 — larceny from auto, S. I-94 Service Dr.
0808 — larceny from auto, Denton Rd.
0855 — domestic, Park Estates Dr.
0934 — PPO violation, Marina Dr.
0925 — welfare check, Oak Ln.
1045 — intrusion alarm, Marlowe Ave.
1104 — neighbor trouble, Belleville Rd.
1111 — fraud, N. Ponderosa Trl.
1203 — family trouble, Freeport Ct.
1322 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Arthur St.
1503 — domestic, Harbour Pointe Ct.
1546 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Belleville
1659 — retail fraud, Rawsonville Rd.
1820 — larceny from auto, E. Huron River Dr.
1801 — civil matter, Denton Rd.
1857 — leaving the scene of a property damage
accident, Rawsonville Rd. / Martz Rd.
2005 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Rose Blvd.
2007 — welfare check, Ecorse/Belleville
2200 — malicious destruction of property, Belleville
2325 — intrusion alarm, Riggs Rd.
Saturday, Nov. 22:
0038 — welfare check, Belleville Rd.
0309 — disorderly, E. Schooner Dr.
0818 — follow up by officer, Belleville Rd.
0836 — assist other dept., Haggerty/S. I-94 Service
0933 — fraud, S. I-94 Service Dr.
1026 — intrusion alarm, Pinewood Ln.
1142 — retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
1208 — welfare check, Tompkins St.
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XXXX — private property impound, Patty Ln.
1407 — parking complaint, Belleville Rd.
1434 — 911 welfare check, Tavistock Dr.
1518 — retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
1642 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Assembly St.
1827 — property damage accident, N. I-94 Service/
Beck Rd.
2014 — disorderly, Belleville Rd.
2037 — motorist assist, Belleville/N. I-94 Service
2046 — welfare check, Belleville Rd.
2110 — welfare check, S. I-94 Service Dr.
2219 — animal complaint, Jackson St.
2329 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Castell Blvd.
2335 — noise complaint, S. I-94 Service Dr.
Also, on this log are 156 traffic stops, 19 of which are
on the I-94 and I-275 freeways.

Belleville Police
Dispatch Log

Sunday, Nov. 16:
0002 — intrusion alarm, Sumpter Rd.
0536 — intrusion alarm, Breakwater Dr.
1839 — welfare check, Santa Clara St.
Monday, Nov. 17:
0112 — intrusion alarm, W. Columbia Ave.
XXXX — repossession, Anaheim St.
0152 — intrusion alarm, Sumpter Rd.
0924 — private property impound, South St.
1312 — ordinance violation — all 7300 MICR codes,
Angola St.
1313 — ordinance violation — all 7300 MICR codes,
E. Huron River Dr.
1408 — welfare check, Menlo Park Dr.
1414 — property damage accident, Main St.
1426 — property damage accident, Church St./W.
Columbia Ave.
1551 — assist fire dept., W. Columbia Ave.
Tuesday, Nov. 18:
1008 — juvenile complaint, W. Columbia Ave.
1031 — assist fire dept., W. Columbia Ave.
1057 — intrusion alarm, E. Huron River Dr.
1106 -- vehicle lockout, Main St.
1506 — welfare check, Menlo Park Dr.
1838 — property damage accident, Main St./E.
Huron River Dr.
1959 — malicious destruction of property, Denton
Rd.
Wednesday, Nov. 19:
0303 — assist fire dept., Harbour Pointe Dr.
1225 — assist fire dept., W. Columbia Ave.
1244 — intrusion alarm, Main St.
1312 — vehicle lockout, Astor Blvd.
1415 — fraud, South St.
1516 — juvenile complaint, Owen St.
1906 — intrusion alarm, E. Huron River Dr.
Thursday, Nov. 20:
0730 — assist fire dept., Menlo Park Dr.
1153 — assist fire dept., W. Columbia Ave.
1625 — misc. complaint, Victorian Ln.
1947 — follow up by officer, Owen St.
2115 — assist fire dept., N. Aberdeen Ct.
Friday, Nov. 21:
0030 — assist fire dept., Harbour Pointe Dr.
1156 — assist fire dept., Carmell St.
1426 — assist citizen, E. Huron River Dr.
1805 — civil matter, Main St.
1927 — 911 welfare check, S. Edgemont Ave.
2226 — assist fire dept., Main St.
Saturday, Nov. 22:
0146 — property check, Denton Rd.
0213 — operating while intoxicated, Sumpter/Owen
0457 — intrusion alarm, W. Columbia Ave.
1249 — assist fire dept., Robbe St.
1304 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, S.
Biggs Ave.
1403 — assist fire dept., Sumpter Rd.
1728 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
South/Henry
1734 — motorist assist, Sumpter Rd./Belle Villa
Blvd.
1913 — 911 welfare check, Church St.
2105 — parking complaint, South St.
There are 115 reports on this week’s log, 68 of which
are traffic stops.

“You have to be odd to be number one.”
— Dr. Seuss

Sumpter Township
Police Dispatch Log

Sunday, Nov. 16:
0158 — assist other agency, Rawsonville/Willis
0321 — fire dept. assist, 46000 bl. Willis
0327 — follow-up investigation, Rawsonville/Willis
1046 — alarm, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
1152 — animal complaint, 21000 bl. Martinsville Rd.
1208 — civil matter, Arizona St.
1359 — fire dept. assist, Edgewood Dr.
1411 — property damage accident, Rawsonville/
Bemis
1447 - 911 hangup, Idaho St.
1732 — mental health call, 18000 bl. Martinsville
Rd.
1804 - suspicious circumstance, 21000 bl.
Martinsville
2010 — 911 hangup, 22000 bl. Karr Rd.
2142 — fire dept. assist, Ohio St.
Monday, Nov. 17:
0045 — 911 hangup, Magnolia Dr.
0738 — citizen assist, Nevada St.
0928 — fraud complaint, Edgewood Dr.
0951 — assist other agency, 45000 bl. Harris Rd.
1059 — follow-up investigation, 50000 bl. Willis Rd.
1111 — suspicious circumstance, 45000 bl. Bemis
Rd.
1235 — citizen assist, Edgewood Dr.
1250 — suspicious person, Stonecrest Dr.
1322 — assist other agency, 22000 bl. Bohn Rd.
1434 - 911 hangup, 28000 bl. Clark Rd.
1538 — assist other agency, Oregon St.
1627 — family trouble, Rustic Ln.
1659 — family trouble, 41000 bl. Judd Rd.
1705 — welfare check, Utah St.
1709 — alarm, 44000 bl. Dunn Rd.
1735 — assist other agency, Second St.
1749 — follow-up investigation, 41000 bl. Judd Rd.
1827 — welfare check, 44000 bl. Willow Rd.
1846 — carrying concealed weapon violation,
Elwell/Judd
1903 — suspicious circumstance, Sumpter/Willis
1917 — 911 hangup, Judd Rd./Sue Ln.
2021 - recovered runaway, Second St.
2319 — fire dept. assist, Birch Dr.
2350 — family trouble, 8200 bl. Oakville Waltz Rd.
Tuesday, Nov. 18:
0244 - suspicious circumstance, 8200 bl.
Rawsonville
0827 — fire dept. assist, 41000 bl. Harris Rd.
0917 — family trouble, Rustic Ln.
1102 — alarm, 4900 bl. Oakville Waltz Rd.
1209 - civil matter, Colorado St.
1319 — larceny complaint, 27000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
1607 — follow-up investigation, Colorado St.
1826 — juvenile matter, 21000 bl. Clark Rd.
1912 — family trouble, 27000 bl. Martinsville Rd.
1943 — fire dept. assist, out of township
1947 — family trouble, Birch Dr.
2049 — L3504/special unit, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
2357 — operating while intoxicate arrest,
Rawsonville/Willis
Wednesday, Nov. 19:
0049 — suspicious circumstance, Judd/Karr
0647 — assault, 21000 bl. Clark Rd.
1030 — juvenile matter, 21000 bl. Clark Rd.
1146 — follow-up investigation, 21000 bl. Sumpter
Rd.
1207 — follow-up investigation, Judd Rd./Clark Rd.
1406 — suspicious person, Carriage Ln.
1517 — harassment complaint, 26000 bl. Karr
1800 — suspicious person, Timberlane Dr.
1846 — subpoena service, Mulberry Dr.
1933 — citizen assist, Utah St.
1942 — juvenile matter, 21000 bl. Clark Rd.
2144 — property damage accident, 21000 bl. Clark
Rd.
Thursday, Nov. 20:
0211 — welfare check, 8200 bl. Oakville Waltz
0333 — follow-up investigation, 21000 bl. Clark Rd.
0456 — suspicious circumstance, 9400 bl.
Rawsonville
0832 — ordinance violation, 47000 bl. Bemis Rd.
0920 — follow-up investigation, out of township
0955 — follow-up investigation, out of township
1155 — follow-up investigation, out of township
1252 — follow-up investigation, Alaska St.
1316 — follow-up investigation, 23000 bl. Sumpter
1741 — subpoena service, out of township
(Continued on page 19)
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1938 — juvenile matter, 21000 bl. Clark Rd.
2138 — suspicious vehicle, 51000 bl. Judd

Friday, Nov. 21:
0038 — fire dept. assist, 18000 bl. Savage Rd.
0130 — suspicious circumstance, Colorado St.
0637 — 911 hangup, 20000 bl. Martinsville
0729 — suspicious person, Oakville Waltz/Haggerty
0806 — 911 hangup, 8100 bl. Rawsonville
0828 — traffic complaint/hazard, Willis/California
0829 — assist other agency, 17000 bl. Savage Rd.
0938 — property damage accident, 40000 bl. Willis
1226 — fraud complaint, 39000 bl. Willow
1439 — follow-up investigation, Knollwood Dr.

SHAPE THE FUTURE OF VBT

Public Workshop on the 181-Acre Development Area

We want your input. Join us for an open workshop fo share ideas
and priorities for the 181 acres that the Van Buren Township
Downtown Development Authority (DDA\) is preparing for future

development. Your voice will help shape how this property grows.

1601 — follow-up investigation, Arizona St.

1709 — welfare check, 40000 bl. Willis

2031 — suspicious circumstance, 41000 bl. Harris

2234 — juvenile matter, 19000 bl. Sumpter
Saturday, Nov. 22:

0315 — operating while intoxicated arrest, Judd/

Sherwood

0432 — operating while intoxicated arrest, Willis/
Lohr

0702 — family trouble, 24000 bl. Haggerty Rd.

0712 — welfare check, Nevada St.

0749 — follow-up investigation, 23000 bl. Sumpter

0855 — alarm, 50000 bl. Willow

0911 — juvenile matter, Birch Dr.

1233 — subpoena service, out of township

1327 — follow-up investigation, Arizona

1830 — subpoena service, out of township

1905 — welfare check, 48000 bl. Harris

2105 — civil matter, Tamarack Dr.

2118 — animal complaint, Alaska St.
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Date: December 1, 2025
© Time: 5:00 - 7:00 PM

i Location: Van Buren Township Hall — Boardroom,

46425 Tyler Road, Van Buren Township, Ml 48111

vanburendda.com

2338 — traffic complaint/hazard, Brookview
Also on this week’s log were 123 patrol checks, 45
traffic stops and 11 misc. details.
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The Belleville Independent is a drop
off location for the U.S. Marine Corps
Toys for Tots Program. Bring in your
new, unwrapped toy to our office at:
152 Main St., Suite 9, Belleville, Ml

We are located in the Professional Building (the old movie
theater building) across from Zax Auto Wash.
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Grand Marshals

(continued from page 3)

want to remind everyone that Christmas
is more than a holiday,” he shared. “It’s a
celebration of hope, peace, and love given
to us through the birth of Jesus Christ.
That’s what brings true joy to our hearts
and our community.”

The Whites and the family of Grace Baptis
Church, extend this message: “As our town
sparkles with lights, laughter, and music,
may we also let the light of Christ shine
in our hearts. Christmas isn’t just about the
season we celebrate -- it’s about the Savio
we worship. Merry Christmas, Belleville!”

When they’re not serving or celebrating,
the Whites say they enjoy relaxing a
Horizon Park, where they can watch the
lake, wildlife, and beautiful sunsets righ
from across the street.

Bob and Becky were high school
sweethearts. “We were both 20 when we
married in 1972,” Pastor Bob said. “I
wanted to get married in June, but Becky
didn’t want our certificate to say she
married a teenager. So, we waited until two
days after my birthday!”

When the couple learned they had been
chosen as Grand Marshals, they said the
were genuinely moved. “We were humbled
and excited,” Pastor Bob said. “We’re
very grateful to those who suggested and
approved us. WOW.

“Our hope for Belleville,” Pastor Bob
said, “is that we continue to grow together.
We’re all different, but we all share this
community. Let’s keep reaching out,
helping each other, and moving forward
-- together.”

Murder

(continued from page 1)

held Vincent for possible parole violation
because of the VBT police investigation.
He was wearing his GPS ankle monitor,
required for his parole, at the time of the
killings, police said.

According to the Michigan Department
of Corrections, Vincent was paroled Sept.
22, 2020 after serving 27 years in prison
for an Aug. 25, 1994 kidnapping and rape,
using a weapon to commit a felony and
various other weapons charges, in Oakland
County. He was convicted in a jury trial.

READ THE
NEWSPAPER ONLINE

The Belleville-Area
Independent
Website

is Online!
Visit us @
hellevilleareaindependent.com
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S, Prior #1,#2 and #3 RE/MAX
RE/MAY R E / M A X GLENN SILVENIS Agent Southeastern Michigan
CROSSROADS III www.MrSold.com Past Mayor City of Belleville

SELL PHONE (734) 740-3000 Real Trends Rankings

Belleville, Michigan 48111
Top 1% Nationwide

email: mrsold@mrsold.com Office (734) 699-4000

website: mrsold.com
WE DON’T CHARGE WHAT THE OTHER BROKERS CHARGE - NO DOCUMENT STORAGE FEES NO COMPLIANCE FEES NO JUNK FEES

44600 ROBSON, VAN BUREN TOWNSHIP 13691 BASSWOOD, VAN BUREN TOWNSHIP 28503 MARGARET LN, HURON TOWNSHIP 38111 JUDD, HURON TOWNSHIP
BEAUTIFUL FULL BRICK RANCH on 3 1/2 Acres and | CUSTOM BUILT Brick Ranch 3 Bedrooms,3 1/2 Baths, | THIS BRICK HOME HAS ITALL 3,828 Total Square Feet | LARGER 2,100 SQ FT 3 Bedroom 2 1/2 Bath Brick Ranch,
over 2,000 Square Feet. Family Room with Fireplace, Large | Hardwood Floors, New Carpet, Lafada Kitchen, Finished | of finished living space, 4 Bedrooms, 3 Baths, Hot Tub, 14x27 | Huron Twp. Wide Doors and Hallways, Hardwood Floors, 2

Basement, 3 Car Garage, Generator, New Roof. $584,500 | Family Room, 2 + 1 Car Garages, On .85 Acres $414,900 Fireplaces + 3 Seasons Rm, & Blueberries 1+Acres $485,000

Deck. Full Finished Basement 3 + 2 Car Garage. $395,000
£ d N . ¥
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36928 ELLIS NEW BOSTON 46083 REED, SUMPTER TOWNSHIP 209 MAIN STREET, BELLEVILLE
COMING SOON. It's Loaded with 4 Bedrooms, 2 1/2 Baths, | NO ASSOCIATION FEES, Low Taxes 1 Bedroom, New | Amazingly Affordable 3 Bedroom One Bath Ranch with New | IT°S A POSSIBLE ANYTHING! 7,000+ Square Foot Build-
1,647 Square Feet, Fireplace, Deck and More. On 1/2 Acre | plumbing, New flooring, New kitchen, Bathroom, New | Carpet, Large Patio, Big Garage with New Roof, Fenced Yard, | ing on High Traffic Main Street. Large Rooms Everywhere
with Huge Garage. 1996 Construction Just $200,000 water heater, 11x11 covered patio $147,500 City Water and Sewer on Paved Street. A Best Buy $239,900 ] Finished Basement 6 plus Car Attached Garage. $749,000
S4ACRES OAKVILLE WALTZ ASHTOWN. | 3 PARCELS 22530 Bohn Road Sumpter Twp | GRANT & WAHRMAN 4 ACRES LT IND | MARIO ANN COURT ROMULUS Finest | ** BELLEVILLE LAKEFRONT ** 2405
BY METRO AIRPORT $250,000 Private Area in Romulus. Perfect location with | RAWSONVILLE 99X328 .74 AC $99,900
City Water and Sewer at the Street. $35,000 | NORTHLINE ROMULUS 1.1 ACRES 208 FT

SHIP-MONROE COUNTY. 1268 FRONTAGE | One is 10.7 Acres at $120,000 and 2.37 Acres
ZONED LIGHT INDUSTRIAL AND RESIDEN- | at $45.000 and 1.87 at $45,000 WILLIS & MARTINSVILLE 1.64AC PAVED
39 MORROSS CIRCLE DEARBORN $25,000 'ROAD WATER & SEWER AT STREET$65,000 GRANT ROMULUS 1.8 AC LT IND $29,500 | FRONTAGE LT INDUSTRIAL ZON $59,900

TIAL. NEAR I-275 Great Investment $795,000

29515 CHARLES, ROMULUS
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ATCHINSON 9800 BELLEVILLE RD. WELCOME,
: (734) 697-9161 BILL ENGLISH
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G ) —————
WWW.ATCHINSON.NET CALL: (734) 345-9452

WHERE FORD MEETS FAMILY



