
 Postal Regulations Require
This Space On The Front Page.

PRESORTED

STANDARD
US Postage Paid

Belleville, MI
48111

Permit No. 26

Vol. 30.43 Thursday, October 24, 2024 

Official Newspaper of Record for the City of Belleville
& the Charter Township of Van Buren
152 Main St., Suite 9, Belleville, MI 48111 • (734) 699-9020
www.bellevilleareaindependent.com • baindependent@ameritech.net

(continued on page 16) (continued on page 3)

The Denton Road bridge
has been closed by
Wayne County for

753 days as of today.

Photo courtesy of TerryChristensen@tcdrone.net
Last week, DTE crews drilled beneath Belleville Lake to put a gas pipe in place under the Denton Road Bridge. Other DTE work will 
take until the end of the year and the bridge is expected to be demolished in January.

Belleville DDA 
considers new city 
clock on 4th St. Sq.

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   On Oct. 16, the Belleville Downtown 
Development Authority agreed something 
should be done about the malfunctioning 
clock on the Fourth Street Square.
   Assistant City Manager/DDA Director 
Steve Jones reported the clock, which is 
from the 1990s, is not in good repair and 
is hours behind. He said he reached out to 
the Verdin Clock company in Cincinnati, 
which installed the clock and was told 
that particular model is obsolete. It has 
been 2010 since the Belleville clock was 
maintained.
   Director Jones said there is a refurbishment 
option that would require attaching a small 
box at the base of the clock because the 
present clock is not big enough to hold the 
mechanism needed.
   He said the basic refurbishment would be 
$7,385 and about $13,000 with new dials 
and the box.
   A brand-new clock, similar to the present 
clock but with the controller built inside, 
would be $17,413.
   Mayor Ken Voigt said the existing clock 
is pushing 30 years olds and is cast iron or 
aluminum and he doesn’t like the idea of a 
separate box at the base.
   DDA vice chairman John Winter asked 
if there are guarantees for refurbishing or 
for the new clock and Jones said he didn’t 
know.
   “We’d be better off with a whole new 
clock,” Mayor Voigt said looking at the 
prices.
   Jones said with a new clock it is run by 
a photo cell and the light comes on and off 
by itself and the time can be updated by 
WiFi.
   Winter, who was running the meeting 
in the absence of chairwoman Alicia 
McGovern, said they need to know the 

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   The Van Buren Township Board of 
Trustees which has been working on its 
2025 budgets since April, held the required 
public hearings at the last meeting, and 
finally on Oct. 15, unanimously approved 
the documents.
   This included approval of the amended 
2024 and proposed general fund budget 
with a 2025 salary schedule; the amended 
2024 special revenue funds and 2025 

VBT approves budgets for 2025, honors Commissioner Haidous
special revenue funds budget; and the 
amended water sewer fund budget and the 
proposed 2025 water sewer fund budget, 
with a fee schedule.
   Supervisor Kevin McNamara said the 
general fund budget of $24 million is 
balanced, as required.
   He said the township has the second-
lowest water rates in the region and in 2025 
there will be a zero rate increase for water 
and sewer. He said the township is having 
a rate raise from DWLS, but won’t raise 

the township rates since they had a little 
surplus.
   Before the board dealt with its brief 
agenda, which held mostly the budget 
approvals, it welcomed State Rep. Reggie 
Miller, D-Van Buren Township, who 
brought a framed tribute from the State 
Legislature honoring Wayne County 
Commissioner Al Haidous.
   She said Commissioner Haidous will 
retire from the county commission at the 
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Amenities 
• 100% Smoke free campus 
• Individual heating & cooling 
• Emergency in-unit pull cords 

•      Subsidized rent 
•      On-site laundry 
•      Transportation available 

 

    www.csi.coop         (800) 593-3052            TDD (800) 348-7011 

575 Sumpter Rd, Belleville 
 

For more information call: 
734-699-8676 

M-W-F    9am-Noon 

Affordable Rental Communities for Seniors 

BELLEVILLE CO-OP 
For over 75 years as a mission-driven non-profit, we exist solely to provide  

the highest quality, affordable housing communities possible for seniors. 

NEW ITEMS... FURNITURE!

668 E. Huron River Drive, Belleville, MI 48111

Wednesday - Saturday
11 AM to 5 PM

Private
Sale

Cash or
local checks

Sports
Memorabilia

Tools and
Collectibles

Boating
Accessories

Hunting Gear
Guns, Bows

Knives
Fishing Poles

Fishing Lures
Lionel Trains

(734) 699- 4438

White Pine
  DENTAL HEALTH

Your Smile Comes First!
Affordable, Kind, and Convenient.

Call Us Today: (734) 252-6002  187 Main Street, Downtown Belleville
www.WhitePineDentalHealth.com

Meet our Dentist: Dr. DeAngelo S.
Webster is an award-winning dentist, author,

and a University of Michigan graduate.

• Now Booking New Patients •
Open Evenings and Weekends

Family Friendly Dentist for Adults and Kids

See the Fall Colors clearly
Schedule your eye exam now!

Dr Robert Kennedy, O.D.
240 Main Street
Belleville, MI 48111

734.699.1010

perspectiveeyecare.com

Don’t forget 
about your 
healthcare 

flexible 
spending 
account! 

You can use 
it to buy 

contacts, a 
second pair 
of glasses, 

or even 
sunglasses! 
Call us now 

to learn 
more!more!

ASK ABOUT OUR
MULTI-PAIR DISCOUNTS

Dr Robert Kennedy, O.D.
11824 Belleville Rd
Belleville, MI 48111

734.699.1010

perspectiveeyecare.com
*Some restrictions apply. Contact Perspective Eyecare for details

Don’t forget 
about your 
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flexible 
spending 
account! 

You can use 
it to buy 

contacts, a 
second pair 
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or even 
sunglasses! 
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to learn 
more!more!

ASK ABOUT OUR
MULTI-PAIR DISCOUNTS

Dr Robert Kennedy, O.D.
11824 Belleville Rd
Belleville, MI 48111

734.699.1010

perspectiveeyecare.com
*Some restrictions apply. Contact Perspective Eyecare for details

SERVING BELLEVILLE & SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN!

Visit us @ www.barnettroofing.com

41700 MICHIGAN AVE. – CANTON

Roofing •• Siding •• Flat Roofs
FREE ESTIMATES!

Licensed & Insured

CALL (734) 397-8122

OVER 50 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

Now Thru SepT. 30, 2024Now Thru SepT. 30, 2024
receive our cerTaiNTeed roof 4-STarreceive our cerTaiNTeed roof 4-STar

exTeNded warraNTy for free! curreNT &exTeNded warraNTy for free! curreNT &
paST MiliTary MeMberS will receive apaST MiliTary MeMberS will receive a

$250 cabelaS GifT card!$250 cabelaS GifT card!

10200 Railroad Street, Willis, Michigan
(South end of Meridian St, off Willis Rd, Between Rawsonville and Bunton)

(734) 461-1111(734) 461-1111 willisfeed@att.net
We look forward 
to seeing you soon.

Bunton
Rd

Willis Rd

Meridian St

Rawsonville Rd

Railroad Tracks

•  Dog and Cat Food
•  Wild Bird and Squirrel Food
•  Certified Organic Products
•  Hay and Straw  •  Poultry Food
•  Horse and Livestock Feed

Hours:
Mon-Fri 9aM-6pM  •  sat 9aM-5pM

sun 10aM-4pM

Like Us OnLike Us On

Willis Feed MillWillis Feed Mill
Your Wildlife 

Headquarters for 2024!
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end of the year. She read a long list of his 
accomplishments.
   Supervisor McNamara pointed out the 
Van Buren Township board honored 
Haidous a few months earlier. But, “He’s 
been a pretty good egg to Van Buren 
Township and we want to celebrate that.”
   Haidous was invited to say a few words 
and his comments ended with, “Thank God 
for the USA where a story like mine could 
exist.”
   Officials from the city of Wayne, 
Romulus, and Belleville were present, 
along with the Assistant Wayne County 
Executive, other county officials, along 
with Commissioner-elect Allen Wilson and 
Haidous’ family members.
   The assistant county executive said he is 
related to Haidous and “his son-in-law is 
my first cousin.” He said Haidous was an 
Arab-American elected mayor of Wayne, 
just after 9-11. He was the only Arab in 
the city and showed others that they could 
make it here.
   Van Buren Police Chief Jason Wright said 
Haidous was his mayor when he served 
in Wayne. Chief Wright said he came to 
Wayne in 1993 as a 23-year-old patrol 
officer and Haidous taught him the art of 
compromise. He pointed out other police 
officers in the audience that were a part of 
that team in Wayne.
   Romulus councilwoman Tina Talley 
read a proclamation from the Mayor of 
Romulus Robert McCraight, who could 
not be present.
   Belleville Mayor Ken Voigt told Haidous, 
“The city of Belleville loves you.”
   VBT Clerk Leon Wright said 16-18 years 
ago he met Haidous going door to door as 
a candidate in Wright’s front yard and he’s 
known him ever since.
   VBT Treasurer Sharry Budd said she’s 
known Haidous since serving on the 
community block grant board with him in 
1998. She said his story is when he and his 
wife were looking for a place to move in 
Michigan, they ended up in Wayne because 
of a flat tire. People came out and helped 
them and they decided that was the place 
for them. She said if it weren’t for that flat 
tire, they could be residents of Van Buren 
Township.
   Trustee Kevin Martin said he has known 
him for 10 years and he has been an 
exemplary commissioner.
   Supervisor McNamara ended the 
comments with his story of his father 
telling him to go sit on Al Haidous’ stool 
in his party store and talk to him if he 
wanted the answer to a particular question. 
He didn’t want to sit on a stool and then 
someone else told him to go sit on the stool 
and eventually he did. He said Haidous use 
to talk politics for hours with people sitting 

on his stool while he waited on customers.
   In other business at the Oct. 15 meeting, 
the board:
   • Heard Jeneen Rippey of Van Buren 
Township and Therese Antonelli of 
Belleville support the township’s legal 
action against the radioactive waste coming 
into Wayne Disposal. Rippey said they are 
in a group with more than 750 residents 
gathering information on this;
   • Heard Reg Ion say there wasn’t a fuss 
at the time when the landfill started taking 
toxic waste. He said some of those on the 
board have taken money from the landfill 
company. “You let us down, bigtime,” he 
said, adding that now there is quite a battle, 
and he can’t imagine fighting a battle with 
the mafia. He also said the township still 
hasn’t put up the deer-crossing signs it 
promised and the fence along the south 
Ecorse Service Drive was taken down 
and never put back up. He repeated, “The 
board sold us out and now you guys can 
fix it.” (McNamara said the township has 
the deer signs and is waiting for permission 
from Wayne County to put them up);
   • Heard Ms. Stevens say she has not a 
lot of faith in government, but she asked 
them to stop the radioactive waste and send 
it somewhere else;
   • Heard John Williams of Van Buren 
Township since 1998 who said he served in 
the Marines and is a cancer survivor from 
Camp Lejuene. Now his cancer has stirred 
back up. “I don’t trust government, don’t 
trust big money,” he said. “I hope the big 
money doesn’t win out”;
   • Heard the president of Robinson River 
Park Homeowners Association implore the 
board to do everything it can to stop the 
radioactive waste;
   • Heard McNamara say he stopped by 
the Denton Road Bridge earlier that day 
and DTE has bored the hole underneath the 
lake and reported the clay was very strong. 
They have to reem it out and make it bigger 
and then they have to put the pipe in and it 
will take weeks to put in valves and other 
things;
   • Heard McNamara also say that the court 
case against Wayne Disposal was due in 
circuit court Oct. 16, but it has been moved 
to federal court at the request of Wayne 
Disposal. He said since the township is in 
litigation, along with the cities of Wayne, 
Romulus, and Belleville and Canton 
Township, he is not permitted to talk about 
the case; and
   • Heard Clerk Wright say it was 25 days 
before the election and early voting begins 
Oct. 26 from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. He said 7,895 
absentee ballots were out and 2,151 back 
so far. Election day voting could have long 
lines, he said, urging everyone to make a 
plan to vote.

Wayne County Commissioner                                                                                                                                     
Al Haidous was honored for his years 
of service with a tribute from the state 
legislature, presented by State Rep. Reggie 
Miller at the Oct. 15 meeting of the Van 
Buren Township Board of Trustees. 

Independent photos by Rosemary K. Otzman
Officials from the cities of Belleville, Romulus, and Wayne attended the meeting, along 
with Wayne County officials, and other officials of many kinds, along with Commissioner 
Al Haidous’ wife and daughters in the front row in the audience.

Correction:
Enhancement Millage 
was approved by voters 
in 2016, not 1994
   The Wayne County Regional Enhancement 
Millage was approved by voters in 2016, not 
1994 as reported in last week’s story on the 
Oct. 14 Van Buren Public Schools Board of 
Education. It was not passed in 1994, but was 
passed after the 1994 law that said districts could 
not ask voters for more funds for operations.
   Also, 33 school districts and 90+ public school 
academies will receive funding, not 32 districts 
as reported, stated Jacqueline Wayneguite, 
communications strategist at Byrum & Fish, a 
firm based in East Lansing.
   This request for a correction was sent to the 
Independent by Wayneguite, who said she is 
working to promote the RESA Enhancement 
Millage.
   We do not recall School Supt. Pete Kudlak 
mentioning 90+ charter schools at the Oct. 14 
school board meeting, however.
   We apologize for any errors.

Rosemary K. Otzman, editor

Law suit over radio- 
active waste disposal 
moved to federal court
   Wayne Disposal, Inc., the hazardous waste 
landfill in Van Buren Township, moved 
the lawsuit filed against it to federal court 
on Oct. 15, citing a constitutional clause  
it argues blocks western Wayne County 
communities’ fight against its disposal of 
waste from a Manhattan Project cleanup 
site.
   According to a report in The Detroit News, 
Wayne Disposal cited the U.S. Constitution’s 
Commerce Clause in its notice to move the 
case to U.S. District Court of the Eastern 
District of Michigan.
   The company contends the clause “has 
long provided that ‘the problems of waste 
disposal’ represent ‘a matter national in 
scope and in concern’” and does not allow 
states or local governments to unilaterally 
stop shipments of out-of-state waste.
   It also argued stopping the waste 
shipments would “fundamentally interfere” 
with the federal hazardous waste program 
and create a problem for the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, which is charged with 
remediating Manhattan Project sites.
   Belleville, Romulus, Canton Charter 
Township, Van Buren Charter Township 
and Van Buren Township fire chief filed 
a lawsuit against Wayne Disposal Inc. in 
September in Wayne County Circuit Court, 
with Wayne County later joining their effort.
   The municipalities argue the landfill put 
their residents in danger by disposing of 
waste with low levels of radioactivity. They 
said they were “kept in the dark” about the 
hazardous material and are not equipped to 
respond if the material escapes.
   The case has so far resulted in a delay 
of Wayne Disposal Inc.’s plan to import 
and dispose of waste with low levels of 
radioactivity from a cleanup site in western 
New York, although Wayne County Circuit 
Court Judge Kevin Cox allowed the landfill 
to continue importing similar waste from 
other sites.
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Editorial

Round-abouts at
5 Points, Third St. 
considered by city
   Belleville City Manager Jason Smith 
delivered a report on the SEMCOG Road 
Safety Audit that talked about pedestrian 
and vehicle safety in the city between Five 
Points and High Street.
   The recommendations were written by 
SEMCOG people who stayed most of a 
day in Belleville to look things over. Guess 
what? A round-about at Five Points was 
suggested, along with a mini traffic circle 
at Main and Third streets. This is all to 
make traffic safer and reduced in speed.
   Smith said the grant SEMCOG used to do 
the audit only allowed them to do the study 
from Five Points to High Street and didn’t 
cover the troublesome intersection at Main 
and N. Liberty. Also, the grant didn’t cover 
them giving the report themselves, so that’s 
why Smith gave the report.
   Five Points is complicated and confusing 
and a single-lane roundabout with a bit of 
a dogbone is suggested. Mayor Voigt, who 
likes roundabouts, said that maybe some 
of the property owned by the city could be 
used to make it happen so other property at 
the intersection wouldn’t be impacted.
   The mini traffic circle at Third was 
suggested because A&P no longer brings 
the traffic on Third that the light used to 
control and it could be eliminated.
   There are no roundabouts in Wayne 
County and some city officials would like 
Belleville to be the first to have one.

   We are saddened to hear of the death of 
former Van Buren Township Trustee Al 
Ostrowski. He was an animal control officer 
when VBT had its own dog pound on Tyler 
Road, near Hannan.
   Al loved animals and they loved him 
back. Since he started his own animal 
removal service, he comes into the office 
occasionally and last year showed me 
the baby racoons he rescued at a nearby 
apartment complex. I keep a picture among 
others with animals over my desk and I’ve 
got one of him lovingly caring for a puppy. 
Although I haven’t seen him a lot lately, he 
will be missed by me and others. His truck 
with the large animals on the side was a 
regular down Main Street and the pictures 
always brought a smile.

***
   It’s hard to tell what time it is for sure 
in Belleville. The clock at the Fourth Street 
Square has had the wrong time for years. 
Now it’s hours off. The DDA is looking 
at options and may decide to replace it 
completely.
   The clock on the wall at city council 
meetings is also an hour or so off. The 
mayor joked about it at Monday’s meeting 
and he was told they plan to fix that soon.
   The clock on the wall at the school board 
meetings in the high school cafeteria also is 
way off, but nobody mentions it at all.
   You may think I’m a bit of a clock-watcher 
and I am. I like to keep track of how long 
governmental groups discuss a subject and 
there’s no way I can look at the clock on the 
wall and be sure that’s the right time.
   I can’t wear a watch so, I bring my own 
little clock and use that. At each meeting, I 
arrange my pad of paper, my pen, and then 
make sure my little watch is close by so 

I’ll know the time of day. I don’t use a cell 
phone or a recorder at meetings. It’s just me 
and the pen and paper. Works swell. 

***
   Someone dropped off a note at the office 
to share with readers: “Something to think 
about. From the Euphrates river to the sea, 
Israel will be free. Read Chronicles One, 
Chapter 18, verse three. Any questions? Ask 
you local orthodox Rabbi. He should know 
the answer.”

***
   At the Belleville DDA meeting last week, 
assistant city manager/DDA director Steve 
Jones said that at the Oct. 14 car show trunk 
or treat on Main Street, sponsored by Egan’s 
Pub, one of the participants gave out 500 
toy Matchbook cars to the children who 
attended. Reports say attendants of the final 
car show of the season were a huge mob.

***
   In her written report on her projects for the 
month of October, Congresswoman Debbie 
Dingell said: “I have had two cataract eye 
surgeries a week apart, which is why you see 
me wearing sunglasses (it may be the only 
thing I am doing the doctor appreciates). I 
am listening to him, but I attended an event 
for a short period of time an hour after the 
second one and I will tell you it is a miracle 
how much more one can see after this 
surgery. The leaves are beautiful and I didn’t 
know what I wasn’t seeing until I could 
suddenly see again. Modern medicine has 
the potential to make so many lives better.”

***

   Belleville Mayor Pro Tem Kelly Bates 
is back from her latest trip to Florida and 
she reports she brought back 107 shells, 
but she also was attacked by No See Ums 
and she has 40 bites on her arms and back 
and she apologized for having to put cold 
compresses on them at Monday’s city 
council meeting during the session.
   Mayor Ken Voigt asked her if there are any 
shells left in Florida. She regularly reports 
on the hundreds she brings back from each 
visit.
   She recommended that everyone should 
take the paid time off 
they are entitled to at 
work because when 
you stay home you 
look around and see 
everything that needs 
doing. If you go off and 
see other things it clears 
your mind and you feel 
better.

***
   The Huron River Watershed Council 
reports that this summer, the Council and 
the City of Ypsilanti searched for mussels in 
the Huron River below Peninsular Dam in 
Ypsilanti. Before the dam can be removed, 
the team needs to identify, count, and locate 
mussels so they can be relocated before 
demolition.
   We hope the plants that had to be moved 
from along the Denton Road Bridge are 
all safely moved and growing in their new 
locations.
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O  P  I  N  I  O  N  S Columbia Court
Apartments

275 W. Columbia • Belleville

734-697-8200
Minutes From Shopping, Freeways & Restaurants

For 1 Bedroom & Studio Apartments Only.
Accepting Applications for Individuals 62 & Older

H.U.D. Guidlines Apply
A Senior Facility of National Church Residences

Affordable Housing • Sec 8-202

Belleville Tax & Accounting Service, Inc.

•   Small Business Accounting & Financial Statements
•   Payroll Services
•   Business and Personal Tax Returns
•   Small Business Advising and Start-Up Consultation
•   Quickbooks Training and Support

Providing Services to Small Business and Individuals

152 Main Street
(in The Professional Building)

Belleville, MI 48111

Call Us Today!
(734) 697-8000

Denise W. Baker, MSA, CPA Gayl Parr, CPA

All major credit cards accepted

Criss, Wilmarth & Parr
Certified Public Accountants

Visit our website
www.bellevilletaxservices.com

For Classified Advertising, Display Advertising or News Tips.
One call does it all: 734-699-9020
The Belleville-Area Independent

One Call Does It All...
...At The Independent

734-699-9020

In-Home Service 
Calls on Most 

Major Appliances.

(734) 697-3206

JOE’S APPLIANCE
REPAIR

Letters

(734) 699-1550
See our menu online at:
chinakingbelleville.comchinakingbelleville.com

LUNCH •• DINNER
Best Buffet Around!

Next to the Belleville Post Office
HOTSPOT

BEER & WINE AVAILABLE • DRIVE-THRU PICKUP
Delivery AvAilAble Thru uber eATS, Grubhub & DOOr DASh!

OPEN HOURS
MONDAY - THURSDAY  1:00AM – 9:00PM
FRIDAY & SATURDAY  11:00AM – 10:00PM
SUNDAY    11:30AM - 9:00PM

45915 S. I-94 Service Dr., Belleville

KAREN’S
PLACE

A Salon
For Everyone

36968 Huron River Drive
New Boston, Michigan
Appointments & Walk-ins Welcome
734-753-9130

Open: Tues.– Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-3
ANNOUNCEMENT

Karen’s Place has a new Nail Tech.
Call Lexi for an appointment today!

I want to thank the 
people who helped me
To the editor 
   Last Friday, at about 4 p.m., I fell on the 
sidewalk near the cleaners on Main Street. 
I injured the left side of my face badly 
and was bleeding like crazy. It filled my 
handkerchief with blood. A lady saw me 
and came to help and then two guys came 
to help and they called 911.
   The lady sat with me until the ambulance 
came and she was my savior.
   I got a nice ambulance ride to the hospital 
and called my wife from the ambulance. 
Then I called her from the hospital and she 
came and stayed with me.
   I would like to thank the people who 
helped me in person.
   If you will call the Independent at 734-
699-9020, they will give you my phone 
number. Please call me. I would like to 
thank you in person.

Dr. Les Neinas
Van Buren Township

Give emergency vehicles 
the right of way
To the editor:
   At 5:42 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 19, my 
husband and I were stopped at a traffic light 
on SB Belleville Road and Tyler. A fire 
truck was heading NB on Belleville Road. 
While it was safe, vehicles proceeded to 
turn right from WB Tyler and stop in the 
right lane of Belleville Road.
   When the fire engine was within 100 
feet of the intersection, employing three 
warning signals, two cars proceeded 
through the traffic signal heading WB on 
Tyler. Thankfully the fire truck was able 
to stop. These drivers ignored the blasting 
horn, strobe lights, and screaming siren.
   Wake up, be alert, and give the emergency 
vehicles the right of way. It’s the law.

Peggy Jacobs
Van Buren Township

Almost Halloween, but 
you were not ghosted
To the editor and those who applied for jobs:
   A message from Nicole Sumpter, Van Buren 
Township Director of Human Resources  
   Thank you for applying for our current 
job openings. We appreciate your interest in 
working with us.
   Due to a high volume of resumes 
received, we want to confirm that  we 
have received your resume  if you 
applied directly through the “Apply For 
A Township Job” link under the HR tab. 
We will review your resume within 7-10 
working days. If you are selected for an 
interview, our HR Director will contact 
you via text message to schedule it. 
Please don’t get discouraged if you do not 
receive an interview invitation.
   We encourage you to check our 
website frequently and apply for other 
job openings that match your skills and 
interests. Your resume will be kept on file 
for at least six months after you apply. 
If you see a position that closely matches 
your skill set during this time, please email 
jobs@vanburen-mi.org to express your 
interest. There is no need to reapply.
   Van Buren Township is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer

Nicole D.W. Sumpter, MPA, SHRM-CP
Director of Human Resources
Van Buren Charter Township

Vote for Robert Coutts 
for 34th District Judge
To the editor 
   I have known Mr. Coutts through the 
Belleville Moose Lodge, legal counsel for 
the Belleville National Strawberry Festival 
and other charitable organizations in the 
Belleville area.
   Mr. Coutts has been tireless in making 
his community better through his donated 
time to many organizations in the area. For 
a fact, many times, I picked up pallets of 
surplus food or bottled water from a local 
trucking company. Mr. Coutts facilitated 
Swift Trucking to donate surplus pallets 
of food and/or bottled water to the 
Sumpter food banks or other non-profit 
organizations. Mr. Coutts may be angry 
with me for telling you this. He didn’t care 
about “getting the credit.” All he cared 
about is that food and water went to needy 
families.
   I cannot think of a better person to be the 
next 34th District Court Judge.

Danny Williams, Belleville
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Licensed & Insured
       Honest & Reliable

Free Estimates
   Service & Repair
       Drain Cleaning
          Gas Lines & More

Caleb Windiate
734.307.6478

ProPlumbing734@yahoo.com

Plumbing

Friends of MichiganFriends of Michigan
Animals RRescue

Friends of MI Animals Rescue
Promote a Healthy and Safe Environment for All

51299 Arkona Road
Belleville, MI 48111

734-461-9458
info@friendsofmichigan.org
www.friendsofmichigan.org

HOURS: MON-FRI BY APPOINTMENT ONLY, 
SATURDAY 11AM-3PM OPEN TO PUBLIC 

ADOPTIONS BY 
APPOINTMENT

RESIDENTIAL AND
COMMERCIAL

westbranchbuilders@yahoo.com

LICENSED
INSURED

SERVING OUR
COMMUNITY FOR
OVER 38 YEARS

PHONE 734-476-1098

21321 KARR RD
BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

Musings
By Janet Millard

Independent
Advertising Director

Towing Available
Open Weekdays 8 a.m – 5 p.m.

The Hair StationThe Hair Station
(734) 796-4795(734) 796-4795

151 Main Street151 Main Street
Belleville   MI   48111Belleville   MI   48111

thehairstationthehairstation151151@yahoo.com@yahoo.com

Please InquIre about 
our Perm sPecIals!

George E. Long, III
Attorney & Counselor At Law

Federal & State Criminal
and Civil Defense

DUI  •  Wills  •  Probate Matters
Divorce  •  Social Security Disability

Notary Public

734-697-4455
321 Main Street, Belleville, Mi 48111     GlonGlaw.coM

Angela Lee 
REALTOR & ASSOCIATE BROKER

313-626-1822
Expect Exceptionalism
Serving South Eastern Michigan
www.AngelaLeeYourRealtor.com

eXp Realty is the fastest growing independent real estate
brokerage in the world and the #1 growth leader across
transactions, volume, and agent count.

Arrwood Construction
Grading, Excavating, etc.

Bill Arrwood
owner

313-363-6590

49450 Judd Rd.
Belleville, MI.  48111

arrwoodconstruction@yahoo.com

portable toilets • septic cleaning
Luxury restrooM traiLers

For All Outdoor Activities

www.ParkwayServices.netoffice: (734) 482-7633 Fax: (734) 482-7632

golf courses
graduations

picnics
construction sites

All Insurances Welcome
Ltd. Lifetime Guarantee
Onsite Rental Cars

R.V. Repair
Auto Glass
Motorcycle

& Watercraft

734.699.7758
sumptercollision@gmail.com

James Chudzinski - Owner
Kevin Schewe - Manager
21585 Sumpter Rd.
Belleville, MI 48111

See
us
on TRAINED

   Well Fordson showed up to play last 
Friday but the BHS Tigers walked away 
with another win, 31 to 0. I guess we should 
at least give them props for being willing to 
take the loss that they knew was coming. 
Tomorrow Belleville has a crossover 
(KLAA East meets West) away game with 
Howell High School. Tournaments start on 
Nov. 1.

***
   Hope many of you had the opportunity to 
shop at Sumpter’s Vendor Market over last 
weekend. Their last one of the year will be 
on Dec. 13 and 14. Tables will be available 
for $10/each for crafter/vendors.

***
   Sumpter Township has scheduled a 
Trunk or Treat on Monday, Oct. 28 from 
6 to 8 p.m. in the Community Center front 
parking lot. To reserve a spot to participate, 
call Erica, (734) 256-4417. The rest of you 
who just need more candy – save that date!

***
   Booville events last Saturday had great 
turnouts. Lots of fun at the Monster Mutt 
Walk, good crowd to welcome Lance 
Parrish to Belleville plus yummy apple 
pies, and to end the day lots of candy and 
kids at the Van Buren Township Candy 
Loop. This month is so jam-packed with 
events you really have to be on your toes 
so you don’t miss out.

***
   Don’t forget to mark your calendar for 
the “Season’s Reading Book Sale” on 
Saturday and Sunday, Nov. 2 and 3. This 
will be the last used-book sale until spring 
at the Belleville Area District Library. A 
members-only sale will take place 11 a.m.-
noon on Saturday for the Friends of the 
BADL. Memberships will be available at 
the door. The used-book sale will be open 
to the public on Saturday, Nov. 2,  from 
noon to 3 p.m. and Sunday, Nov. 3, from 
1 to 4 p.m. On Sunday only, there will be a 
bag sale. Fill a bag for $4/each.

***
   Did you notice that Van Buren Township 
is having its annual Pumpkin Roll out on 
Nov. 2 at 10 a.m.? Bring your pumpkins 
to the sledding hill at Van Buren Park and 
give them a roll. The first 100 participants 
will get cider and donuts. Wonder who gets 
to clean up that mess.

BHS at-home games
  • Thursday, Oct. 24 – Freshman Football 
vs. KLAA Crossover, 4:30 p.m.; JV 
Football vs. KLAA Crossover, 6:30 p.m.; 
Girls Varsity Swim/Dive vs. Franklin HS, 
6:30 p.m.              Go Tigers!

Diane Kiessel
BHS Athletics Secretary
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Upcoming Meetings

Obituaries

CREMATION
$895.00 complete
NO Hidden Service Fees

(800) 331-5051
DUZAK Funeral & 

Cremation Center, Inc.
Southeast Michigan’s Lowest 

Cremation Cost Provider
Since 1977

www.duzakcremation.com

(734) 697-4500
www.DAVIDCBROWNFH.com

Complete Line of Monuments & Markers.

David C. Brown
Funeral Home

460 E. HURON RIVER DR., BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

Serving Belleville, Sumpter townShip & van Buren townShip For over 41 YearS

Pursuit of Excellence
National Funeral Directors Association

Live ~ Laugh ~ Love 

Remember

Live ~ Laugh ~ Love 

Remember
Live ~ Laugh ~ Love 

Remember
David C. Brown, Founder  •  Shelly A. Brown-Chudzinski, Manager

Would you like to have 
your ChurCh listed in 

this direCtory?
Call advertising

Manager Janet Millard 
at 734-699-9020 today!

 
 

810 E. HURON RIVER DR. BELLEVILLE, MI | 734.697.7456 
Sunday | Adult Bible Fellowship & Children’s Sunday 

School 9:45am | Morning Worship 11am 
Wednesday | Kids & Teens 6:45pm | Bible For Life 7pm 

Visit bethanybiblechurch.com for more info 

810 E. HURON RIVER DR. BELLEVILLE, MI | 734.697.7456
Sunday | Adult Bible Fellowship & Children’s Sunday

School 9:45am | Morning Worship 11am 
Wednesday | Kids & Teens 6:45pm | Bible In Action 7pm

Visit bethanybiblechurch.com for more info

RiveR of Life AssembLy of God
16650 Sumpter Rd., Belleville, MI 48111
All services are open to in person or live stream.
sunday morning Worship @ 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Adult, youth & Children @ 7 p.m.

Visit rol-ag.com      (734) 699-6700

1770 Ridge Road, Ypsilanti, MI 48198
Sunday Bible Study 10 AM, Worship Service 11 AM

Sunday Evening Worship 6 PM and
Wednesday Bible Study 7:30 PM

www.ridgeroadcoc.org   (734) 485-2930

Ridge Road Church of Christ

SUNDAYS @ 10 A.M.
Connect Classes

11 a.m. Sunday Worship

WEDNESDAYS @ 6 P.M.
S.O.S. Recovery & Support Group

WEDNESDAYS @ 7 P.M.
Bible Study & Youth Groups

894 E. Huron River Dr. 
Belleville

JOIN US IN PERSON, ONLINE & 
FOLLOW US ON

409 W. Columbia Avenue  (734) 697-1211
▪ Saturday Mass: 6:00pm

▪ Sunday Masses:  8:30am & 10:30am
▪ Mondays:  6:30pm Adoration
www.stanthonybelleville.com

ST. ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH

BELLEVILLE
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST

Saturday Mornings
Bible Study 10:00  Worship 11:30

89 South Edgemont
bellevillesda.com

Moving forward           417 Charles
in Christ together!          Sunday 10am
bellevillefirstumc.org         734.697.9288

BELLEVILLE FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

FAITH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
6020 Denton Road

Belleville, MI 48111    (734) 483-2276
www.faithchurchdenton.org

Sunday Worship at 9:30am. Bible Study & 
refreshments after Worship.

11900 Belleville Road
Service and Sunday School

10:00 a.m.

BELLEVILLE PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH

Patronize Our Advertisers!
They are the ones who give

you this free paper!

KENNETH EDWARD GORHAM
(September 30, 1951 – October 16, 2024)
Age 73. BHS 1969. U.S. Army veteran. Survived 
by children Jessica Webb and Kenny Gorham; 
4 grandchildren; siblings Bill Gorham, Jr., Judy 
Miotke, Karl Gorham, Laurie Piper. Cremation 
rites accorded. Local arrangements by David 
C. Brown Funeral Home. www.davidcbrownfh.
com 

CHRISTOPHER JOSEPH GURK
(March 21, 1965 – October 18, 2024)
Christopher Joseph Gurk, affectionately known 
as Chris, passed away on October 18, 2024, at 
the age of 59, with his wife by his side. He was 
born on March 21, 1965, to the late David Gurk 
and Josephine Schilck in Ann Arbor, MI.
Chris leaves behind a legacy of cherished 
memories with his surviving family, including 
his devoted wife Barbara (Bunyea) Gurk, who 
he married on June 5, 1993; mother Carole 
(Fisher) Gurk; sister Kristi Harvey; brother Ken 
Fisher (Kim); and a host of nieces, nephews, 
grand-nieces, and grand-nephews. His family 
was his pride and joy, and his presence will be 
deeply missed by all who knew him.
A graduate of Dexter High School in 1983, 
Chris was a man of many passions. He 
found joy in collecting and restoring antique 
tractors, tractor pulling competitions, admiring 
antique construction toys, tinkering with 
vintage snowmobiles, and studying various 
weapons. His enthusiasm for these hobbies 
was contagious, and he enjoyed sharing his 
knowledge and expertise with others.
Beyond his personal interests, Chris was known 
for his exceptional skills, especially his ability 
to expertly maneuver a semi-trailer into the 
tightest spots. His talent and precision were 
unmatched, and he took great pride in his work.
Chris made significant contributions to his 
community through his spirit of generosity 
and willingness to lend a helping hand. His 
impact on those around him was profound, 
and his kindness and thoughtfulness will be 
remembered by all who had the privilege of 
knowing him.
A memorial service to celebrate Chris’s life 
will be held at Faith Lutheran Church on North 
Territorial Road in Dexter, MI, on Saturday, 
October 26, at 11:00 a.m. Friends, family, and 
acquaintances are invited to honor his memory 
and share their stories of this remarkable man. 
In lieu of flowers please make contributions to 
the Cancer society or the humane society in 
Chris’s name.
In addition to his many accomplishments 
and contributions, Chris had a special bond 
with his grandfather during his formative 
years. This connection shaped him into the 
caring and compassionate person he became. 
He also shared a unique relationship with 
his grandnephew Maverick, creating lasting 
memories that will be cherished forever.

Christopher Joseph
Gurk

Albert “Al”
Ostrowski Sr.

ALBERT OSTROWSKI, SR.
(February 18, 1955 – October 18, 2024)
Albert “Al” Ostrowski Sr., age 69, of Belleville, 
MI, passed away on October 18, 2024. He was 
born on February 18, 1955, in Trenton, MI, to 
Felix and Rhea (LaRue) Ostrowski. After high 
school he began his family. He then worked as 
an Animal Control officer for many cities, and 
later became a Trustee for Van Buren Township. 
He was an animal lover and enjoyed his work. 
In his earlier years he loved to hunt and fish and 
be outdoors. Other things Al enjoyed included 
working on cars, carpentry, and his love of 
action movies. He loved to hear his movies 
loud, and he would watch them on repeat. Most 
of all he loved his family.
Al is survived by his loving companion of many 
years, Joanna “Joanie” Wazney of Belleville, 
MI; his children, Ronald (Shelley) Ostrowski 
of Wyandotte, Al jr. (Tuesday) Ostrowski, 
of Wyandotte, MI, and Shelly (Cody) Clark 
of Carleton, MI; his sister Rhea “Kitty” 
Ostrowski, of Southgate, MI; his grandchildren, 
Kylie, Zachery, Emily, Quinton, Ashton, Kelsie, 
Hailey, Ariana, Emma, Allora, and Jackson; his 
great-grandchildren, Finn and Margo; as well as 
his neighbors and friends.
He was preceded in death by his parents and his 
brother Raymond Ostrowski.
According to his wishes, dignified cremation 
rites have been accorded.
Donations may be made if desired in his memory 
to Buster Foundation. https://busterdogs.com/
our-links/ 

   • Monday, Oct. 28 – Special meeting of 
Belleville City Council at 6 p.m. to open bids 
for asphalting the alley between W. Wabash and 
Henry streets. Also, Van Buren Township Public 
Schools Board of Education, 7 p.m., BHS
   • Tuesday, Nov. 5 – Van Buren Township 
regular meeting canceled due to election.
   • Monday, Nov. 11 – Van Buren Township 
Public Schools Board of Education, 7 p.m., 
BHS.
   • Tuesday, Nov. 12 – Sumpter Township 
workshop/regular meeting, 6 p.m. Also, 
Belleville Area District Library board, 7:30 
p.m. Also, Belleville City Council, 7:30 p.m.
   • Wednesday, Nov. 13 – Van Buren Township 
Planning Commission, 5:30 p.m.
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Same management and staff, just a new brand to give you 
even more customer service benefits!

We offer a 24-month/24,000-mile warranty on parts AND labor!
••  State-Certified Mechanics  ••  Oil Changes  ••   Tune-Ups  ••   Brakes  ••  Shocks/Struts

••  Front-End Work  ••  Alignments  ••   Batteries  ••  Charging Systems
• •  Radiator & Transmission Fluid Changes  ••  Check-Engine Light Diagnostics

••  Receive $10 OFF your next service when you mention this ad!
*Limited time offer, see store for details.

www.autolabbelleville.com for coupons and to schedule service.
Financing available for those who qualify, see store for details!

10625 Belleville Rd., Belleville, MI 48111   (734) 697-2424
Hours: Monday – Friday  8:00 a.M. – 6:00 p.M. • saturdays  8:00 a.M. – 2:00 p.M.Dudek Heating & Cooling

Service and Installation
Licensed and Insured • Free Estimates • Furnaces • Boilers
Air Conditioning • Duct Work • Humidifiers • Water Heaters

Generators • Electrical • Plumbing
Keith Dudek : Owner
11681 Rawsonville
Belleville, MI 48111

Office: (734) 461-6165
Cell: (734) 730-9733

LLC

We are on the Move to 430 Main Street!
Visit us at our new location starting November 1.

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   When the city of Belleville signed a 
contract with a new trash service, its former 
provider, Priority Waste, pretty much left 
town before the end of its contract.
   Residents were told to put out their 
recycling bins by the curb to be picked up 
and it never happened. DPW crews came 
in on a Saturday to pick them up and they 
have been stored in the DPW yard and the 
city’s empty lot next door.
   Mayor Ken Voigt said, at Monday’s 
regular council meeting, that city manager 
Jason Smith had made many calls to 
Priority Waste to ask it to pick up the bins, 
to no avail. The city had its attorney send an 
official letter and Priority Waste responded 
with a brief letter saying it didn’t want the 
bins.
   At Monday’s meeting, the council 
approved auctioning off the bins with other 
items it is auctioning and to keep 40-50 to 
rebrand with the city’s name for special 
events. They will be sold in bunches of 10-
20, city manager Smith said.
   In other business at Monday’s one-hour-
14-minute meeting, the council:
   • Heard a report from Michigan Municipal 
League representative Richard Murphy 
about opportunities for local entrepreneurs. 
He said they did a “deep dive” in Belleville 
and suggested popup events, minigrants, 
and to use regional sources available. The 
complete report was in the packet;
   • Heard Smith give a report on the 
SEMCOG Road Safety Audit that was 
done between Five Points and High Street 
along Main, which included a roundabout 
at Five Points and a mini traffic circle at 
Third Street. This study is needed to apply 
for the Safe Streets for All grant the city 
is pursuing, Smith said. Fire Chief Brian 
Loranger said a roundabout at Five Points 
next to his business is not the answer and it 
would make things worse for his business 
and others because of the influx of vehicles 
from the high school in the afternoon;
   • Approved the Knights of Columbus 
Tootsie Roll Sale on the streets of Belleville 
April 11, 12, 13 to rise funds for Michigan 
Citizens with Disabilities;
   • Approved the Belleville VFW/PLAV 
Veterans Day ceremony at 11:11 a.m. on 
Nov. 11 at the Veterans Memorial on High 
Street;
   • Approved the annual Cinnamon Car 
Show at Victory Park on Father’s Day, 
June 15, 2025. The show brought 126 cars 

Belleville city council to sell all the Priority Waste bins left in city
last year. Steve Cinnamon said he walked 
the site recently and said because of the 
changes to the park, the entrance for the 
cars will be a little bit further east at the 
end of the fence and there is a low spot that 
will have water if it rains and the grass will 
get beat down by the cars. The council said 
the grass would grow back;
   • Approved selling the old street sweeper 
to Brown City. The vehicle was posted for 
sale and Brown City offered $7,000;
   • Approved $1,191.07 worth of new data 
cabling because a new lieutenant/detective 
position is being created and there is no 
data drop in the area where the officer will 
have an office;
   • Approved a contract for the next 
financial audit by Alan C. Young and 
Associates. Smith said last year it was not 
to exceed $16,020 and this year it is not to 
exceed $18,975;
   • Set a special, brief meeting for 6 
p.m., Monday, Oct. 28, to open bids for 
asphalting the alley between W. Wabash 
and Henry streets so it can be done before 
the asphalt plants close for the season;
   • Approved accounts payable and an 
expenditure in excess of $500 to Atchinson 
Ford of $626.38 for vehicle maintenance 
of a 2018 Ford Explorer;
   • Approved having Osier Electric fix the 
electrical service on the roof of the fire 
department, so the new roof will be ready 
to be installed. A light on the roof does not 
work and Osier will be asked to put that 
into service, as well;
   • Approved quotes from Leffler and 
Randy Brown for removing trees that are 
damaged;
   • Heard city manager Smith report 
that the milling and capping of High and 
Liberty streets is being studied; boardwalk 
repairs start Thursday; hydrant flushing 
is under way and loss of pressure will 
be experienced by residents, leaf pickup 
starts Nov. 4, and the MDOT is coming 
out to inspect the city’s vehicle to see what 
repairs need to be made;
   • Heard Mayor Voigt report he tasted 17 
pies as a judge in Saturday’s Apple Pie 
Baking Contest and his “youngest son” 
won second place in a category of the 
Monster Mutt contest the same day. He 
referred to Alex, a rescue dog he now owns 
that came from Texas. He said Alex was 
dressed as a dragon. He said it cost the city 
$200,000 to improve Church Street and it 
would have cost $750,000 to improve the 
whole thing, but the city didn’t have the 

money and is trying to fix the streets the 
best it can without raising taxes;
   • Heard Mayor Voigt report that he likes 
to go to the home football games at the 
high school and last Friday the police and 
fire departments had to do extra service 
and they are commended. He said two 
cars caught on fire in the Early Childhood 
Center’s parking lot and damaged the lot. 
There also were a couple of fights. Mayor 
Voigt said some charges may be brought in 
the incidents. Police Chief Kris Faull was 
not present at the meeting;
   • Discussed the monster pothole on 
High, the senior transportation issue, and 
progress Davenport is making on cleaning 
up the residentially zoned property next to 
the Co-op on Sumpter Road; and
   • Invited everyone to join in with eating 
a piece of the cake brought by planning 

commissioner Becky Hasen to celebrate 
both the Oct. 10 birthday of city manager 
Jason Smith, as well as the one-year 
anniversary of his position as city manager.

More Letters
Only one question
To the editor 
   I voted last week. Only had one question: 
Am I better off today than four years ago? 
My answer: A loud NO.

Mickey Widener
Van Buren Township
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THURSDAY, OCTOBER 31, 2024
The Belleville Central Business Community Invites You

Visit Downtown Belleville Businesses
for your Halloween Treats between
the hours of 5:00 pm & 7:00 pm

Visit Food Trucks at 4th St Place

Costume Contest at 6:00 pm in 4th St Square
Age Groups

Infant-3 years,     4-6, 7-9, 10-12, 13 & up,   and Family

Prizes for Winner and Runner-Up!

THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS

 

 

 

Living with hearing loss doesn’t need to feel difficult overwhelming.  
Hearing aids can help you to continue to live life to the fullest and hear what 

 matters to you most! 

Experience more of life today with  

Better Hearing! 
 

Did you know hearing loss can lead to Dementia, 
Social Isolation, and balance issues?* While the 

causes of hearing loss vary and are often 
affected by lifestyle and personal history, hearing 

aids are a viable solution to help improve your 
hearing. Your Beltone hearing care professional 
can help you understand your specific hearing 

loss and guide you toward a prescriptive hearing 
solution. 

Vicki Harvey 
 

We support & honor most Medicare and discount plans including BCBS, TruHear, and 
United Healthcare. We offer professional award-winning service, technology, 

and a FREE LIFETIME BELCARE TREATMENT PLAN. 

CALL US DIRECTLY TO MAXIMIZE YOUR MEDICARE BENEFIT! 
 

35 Main St., Suite 101, Belleville, MI  48111 
www.beltonehearingaid.com 

*For more information regarding the effects of hearing loss, please visit: 
https://www.hopkinsmedicine.org/health/wellness-and-prevention/the-hidden-risks-of-hearing-loss 
**Must complete screening to receive card, rules and restrictions may apply. See office for details. Beltone 2024™ 

DDOO  YYOOUU  OORR  SSOOMMEEOONNEE  YYOOUU  KKNNOOWW  
  HHAAVVEE  DDIIFFFFIICCUULLTTYY  HHEEAARRIINNGG??  

Advanced Master 
Hearing Care Practitioner 

CALL NOW for your 
FREE Hearing Screening! 

 

LUNCH COMBO SPECIAL
11 a.m. – 3 p.m., Monday – Friday
2 Items for $9.50

With Rice & Beans

TAMALES NOW AVAILABLE!TAMALES NOW AVAILABLE!
HOURS: 

Monday–Thursday  11 a.m. – 8 p.m.    
Fri.  11 a.m. – 8:30 p.m. ••  Sat.  Noon – 8 p.m.
HAPPY HOUR  Mon.-Sat., 1 p.m. – 5 p.m.

DAILY SPECIALS  DINE-IN ONLY
MONDAY – $6 Margaritas
TUESDAY –  Taco Tuesday Specials

Follow us on Facebook at Dos Pesos Inc.Follow us on Facebook at Dos Pesos Inc.

11800 Belleville Rd.
697-5777

Mexican
Restaurant

For Classified Advertising, Display Advertising or 
News Tips. One call does it all: 734-699-9020

The Belleville-Area Independent

Independent photo by Rosemary K. Otzman
On Friday, State Rep. Reggie Miller, D-Van Buren Township, presented a check for 
$750,000 to the city of Belleville for bank stabilization and landscaping at Horizon Park. 
From left are Chris Donley, Bellevilleville Downtown Development Authority; Police 
Chief Kris Faull; City Manager Jason Smith; Rep. Miller; City Councilman Randy Priest; 
Mayor Ken Voigt; Councilwoman Julie Kissel; Assistant City Manager Steve Jones; and 
DDA treasurer Sabrina Robinson-Williams. The ceremonial check also is signed by State 
Senator Darrin Camilleri and is from the state’s general fund, recently approved.
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One Call Does It All...
...At The Independent

734-699-9020

“A Halloween Fun Farm”

NOW OPEN FOR OUR 49TH YEAR!

FREE PARKING
& NO ENTRY FEE!

OPEN THRU
 NOV. 2!

1,000’S OF PUMPKINS
TO CHOOSE FROM!

Haunted House Hours:Haunted House Hours:
Friday & Saturday (Oct.11&12, 18&19, 25&26) – 6-10 p.m.

HAUNTED HAYRIDE IS BACK!
Oct. 18&19, 25&26 – 12 Noon - 6 P.M.

COME SEE THE PUMPKIN CARVING GUY
Saturday, Oct. 26

Fresh Sweet Cider and Homemade Donuts, 
& Homemade Pumpkin Pies!

FALL DECORATING ITEMS
Corn Stalks, Gourds, Indian Corn, Straw, Winter Squash

HOURS: Sat. & Sun. 10am – 7pm
Mon.–Thurs. 3pm – 7pm • Fri. 12 Noon – 7pm

48651 HARRIS ROAD, BELLEVILLE, MI 48111
(734) 461-1835

Thinking of buying or selling?
Our knowledge & Experience will guide you along the way

RON & JANE VESCHE
734.740.4165
WWW.VESCHETEAM.COM

Accurate Dental Denture Inc.
“Serving the Belleville and Van Buren community for

over 20 years with quality and caring service.”

CROWNS  •  ROOT CANALS  •  EXTRACTIONS  •  FILLINGS
WHITENING  •  BONDING  •  DENTURES (SOFT & FLEXIBLE)

734-697-5477
781 Sumpter Rd. Belleville

(In Belle Plaza)

COMPLETE DENTURE or PARTIAL
WITH COUPON

$54900

HEALTHY KIDS DENTAL
Accepting Blue Cross Complete,

Molina, Wellcare, Meridian & 
Medicaid!

EACH

Call
For

Details

SAME DAY DENTURE REPAIRS
Immediate Dentures and

Flippers Available.

Quality Dentures at
Affordable Prices!

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

NEW PATIENT
SPECIAL

$4999 Includes
Exam, Cleaning

& X-Rays
WITH

COUPON 

TREE SERVICE, INC.
Tree Removal • Tree Trimming
Tree Pruning • Brush Removal

Stump Grinding

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Fully Insured

Free Estimates • Senior Discounts

No Tree Too Big, No Tree Too Small
734-753-5800

tnttree.com

Sophia Sloan of Belleville brought her dog 
Maybel to the Mutt Walk.

Mayor Ken Voigt brought Alex to the Mutt 
Walk. Alex is a rescue from Texas.

Monster Mutt Walk
Winners by Category

   There were 34 participants in the Monster 
Mutt Walk this year.
Cutest
   1st, Maybel, French Bulldog, Sophia 
Sloan, Belleville
   2nd, Alex, Shitzu mix, Ken Voigt, 
Belleville
   3rd , Koko Bean, PomChi, Tracy Jackson
Scariest
   1st, Wolfy Baldridge, Pomeranian, 
Rebecca Baldridge, Sumpter Twp.
   2nd, Millie, Mix, Victoria Baker, 
Romulus
   3nd, Chewie & Sissie, Newfoundlands, 
Connie Sroda, Van Buren Twp.
Best Mutt
   1st, Baxter, Lab/Pitbull, Caitlin Henry, 
Van Buren Twp.
   2nd, Lily & Maya, Labs, Martha 
Dengenhardt, Belleville
   3rd, Winston, Raggle, Heather Asfour, 
Willis
Family
   1st, Penny & Pebbles, Golden Retrievers, 
Michelle Davenport	
   2nd, Kenobi, Rot., Heeler, Lab, Jessica 
Richison, Van Buren Twp.
   3rd, Sofia, Doberman Pinscher, Leslie 
Watt, Van Buren Twp.
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 Call Milton's at 734-391-0190

Tell us you want to transfer to
Milton's

Done, we do the rest!

Old Pharmacy

Transfer to Milton's TODAY

The Pharmacy

on Main St

that's here to

stay!

248 Main St 
Belleville, MI 48111

ORCHARD & CIDER MILL
A variety of apples, apple cider, donuts, Corn Maze, Hay Rides & Animals!
38035 S. Huron Road, New Boston, MI 48164

(734) 753-9380 OPEN SUNDAY THRU THURSDAY 10AM-6PM
FRIDAY & SATURDAY 10AM-8PM

590 E. Huron River Drive – Belleville   734-391-7292590 E. Huron River Drive – Belleville   734-391-7292

PROTECTPROTECT THE NEW THE NEW  , , PRESERVEPRESERVE THE OLD! THE OLD!
- CARS, TRUCKS, SUVs & TRAILERS -- CARS, TRUCKS, SUVs & TRAILERS -

KP& T AUTO SERVICE NOW OFFERINGKP& T AUTO SERVICE NOW OFFERING

RUSTPROOFING
Protect your 
vehicle from 
harsh winter 

snow and 
road salt. 
Call for an 

appointment 
today!

Independent photos by Rosemary K. Otzman
On Saturday afternoon, former Detroit Tiger Lance Parrish and writer Tim Gage signed 
their “Enchanted Season” book during a session under a tent at the Fourth Street Square 
sponsored by the Belleville Downtown Development Authority and put together by DDA 
member Kelly McWilliams.

There were 17 pies entered in the Apple Pie Baking Contest put on Saturday at the Fourth 
Street Square. Martha Hanoian won first place, Emily McHugh won second and Sami 
Powers won third.



Page 12� Belleville Area Independent/October 24, 2024

Shingle, Flat Roof & Metal Roofs
Removals, Recover & Repair

QUALITY
KEEPING YOU COVERED

$500 OFF
Full Roof Replacement

Expires: 10-31-2024
Residential •• Commercial

Free Estimates
State Licensed
Fully Insured

www.DiversifiedRoofingLLC.com

800-668-1928

Specializing in large and HazardouS removalS

PROFESSIONAL
TREE SERVICE
24 Hr. EmErgEncy SErvicE
TrEE Trimming & rEmoval

STump & SHrubbEry rEmoval
cranE SErvicE  ••   FirEwood

Fully inSurEd  ••   FrEE ESTimaTES
SEnior ciTizEn diScounT

EMERGENCIES & 
BELLEVILLE AREA

Call Joe (734) 664-9285
10% OFF MENTION AD
Call Tom (734) 864-2243

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   At its meeting on Oct. 8, the Sumpter 
Township Board of Trustees unanimously 
approved the supervisor’s reappointments 
of three members to the planning 
commission.
   Jane Stalmack and Matt Oddy were 
reappointed to both the planning 
commission and the zoning board of 
appeals, with Stalmack’s term to expire 
Nov. 14, 2027 and Oddy’s to expire Nov. 
20, 2028.
   Daniel Watson was reappointed to the 
planning commission, with his term to 
expire Nov. 13, 2027.
   In other business at the 58-minute 
meeting on Oct. 8, the board:
   • Approved the quote provided by PPM 
Tree Service for the Graham Park project 
at a total cost of $22,850;
   • Removed from the agenda approval 
of a one-year contract renewal with JaPro 
Janitorial at a 3% incred rate of $3,401 per 
month, effective Oct. 1, 2024. Township 
manager Tony Burdick asked for the 
removal in order to improve services;
   • Heard a resident of Elwell Road ask 
if there is any more information about the 
illegal slaughtering in their neighborhood. 
Attorney Rob Young reported it’s in the 
court process and they had a hearing. They 
are looking for temporary compliance, 
“which we have now … they are not 
operating a slaughter house.” The man asks 
Young how he knows that? Young said 
police have given him no new citations. The 
man said harassments are being stepped up 
now against the neighbors, and threats. “It’s 
in the court now,” Trustee Oddy said. The 
man asked to have someone responsible for 
letting the people know when it’s going to 
court and Young said he was the one asked 
to do that and he said no. Young said he 
doesn’t set the docket or the adjournment. 
“We don’t provide updates on ordinance 
violations,” Oddy said. “That’s not what 

Sumpter board approves 3 reappointments to planning commission
we do in board meetings.” Young said if 
there is a problem to call the police and 
they will come out and investigate. “You 
can smell it, plain as day, all day long,” the 
neighbor said, referring to the slaughtering 
and the burning of the entrails;
   • Heard Mary Ban say that Trustee Tim 
Rush brought her some good news and she 
thanked him. Trustee Rush said he had to 
shake a lot of trees and had to go to the 
state, because of outrage with the service 
of Comcast. He said he was told in two to 
three business days an engineer would call 
and five minutes later an engineer called. 
Rush said Comcast will buy the township 
a new encoder and install it free. That 
is expected to solve the problem of the 
township channel. Ban also asked about 
the progress on the handicapped access 
doors at the community center and was 
told the parts will be coming in the next 
two weeks. She also said the paved parking 
lots are beautiful and good for people in 
wheelchairs and walkers;
   • Heard township manager Burdick say 
they are getting another bid for HVAC units 
for the community center, the Willis Road 

sewer work is being reviewed, and the 
Willow Road water main is being studied 
by Hennessey Engineers who have a draft-
level report. Also, 89% of the $984,000 
in township ARPA funds have been used, 
leaving $105,000 to apply;
   • Heard Young report about two lots, 
owned by Sumpter Township, that people 

have offered to buy and there are questions, 
so he will get the surveyor in. This was 
added as an agenda item and passed 
unanimously to get a surveyor in; and
   • Heard Young report on the ongoing 
Republic Waste lawsuit brought by 
surrounding communities.
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Shingle, Flat Roof & Metal Roofs
Removals, Recover & Repair

QUALITY
KEEPING YOU COVERED

$500 OFF
Full Roof Replacement

Expires: 10-31-2024
Residential •• Commercial

Free Estimates
State Licensed
Fully Insured

www.DiversifiedRoofingLLC.com

800-668-1928

PATTON
ElectTeresa

34th District Court Judge

Diverse Experience

Trial  Attorney for 24 years
 Regional Indigent Defense Director
 Wayne County Assistant 

Private Attorney - criminal, civil, 
landlord-tenant, family, pro bono

EXPERIENCE | INTEGRITY | SERVICE | COMMUNITY
Judicial Virtue and Temperament

Dedicated Legal Scholar
Committed to applying all
laws impartially
 Committed to justice 
 with integrity!

Legal Service at 34th
 District Court

 State Prosecutor  
Court Appointed Attorney  
Administers the appointed 
attorney program 

Proudly Endorsed by:
Al Haidous 
Wayne County Commissioner, 11td Dist 

Ken Voigt
Belleville Mayor

Brian A. Oakley
Chief Judge of 34th District Court

Robert McCraight
Romulus City Mayor

Virginia Williams
 Romulus Councilwoman

Ellen Craig-Bragg
Romulus City Clerk

Jeremy R. Cady
Huron Township Clerk

Leon Wright
Van Buren Township Clerk

Donald Boynton, Jr.
Van Buren Township Trustee

Paris McCarthy
Romulus School Board

Porsche Laster
Romulus School Board President

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Teresa Patton 
 10000 S. Wayne Road, Suite 103, Romulus, MI 48174

Rated “Well Qualified” by: Detroit
Bar Association & Wolverine Bar
Association. 2024

Judge Kathleen McCann, 16th District Court
Judge Richard Hammer, 21st District Court
Judge Victoria Shackelford, 23rd District Court
Judge Raeigen Evans, 36th District Court

Judicial Endorsements:
For more information visit teresapatton4judge.com

we’re open monday–Friday, 8am-6pm

ANIMAL MEDICAL CENTER of VAN BUREN
Scott Driscoll, DVM                    Keri Dasher, DVM

491 Sumpter Road, Belleville, MI 48111
734-699-6510

www.amcvanburen.com

Schedule Your Appointment Today!

GWD’S BLIND
WAREHOUSE
“We Bring The Warehouse To You!”

CUSTOM BLINDS, SHADES 
AND VERTICALS

FACTORY DIRECT PRICES
FREE ESTIMATES

Senior & VeteranS DiScountS
Call (313) 303-1299

              

MEET SISSY – 
THE PETITE, 

BLUE EYED LADY!
Looking for a curious and 
affectionate feline? Meet Sissy, 
the smallest but most outgoing 
of her sibling crew (Junior, Ash, 
and Cash)! While she shares a 
birthday with her brother Junior, 
she’s half his size, but she’s 
got double the energy and just 
as much love to give. Sissy is 
instantly intrigued by everything 
around her and always ready 
to hop into your lap for some 
snuggles. With her striking blue 
eyes and playful personality, 
Sissy is sure to brighten any home 
and at 2, she’s gone through all 
that kitten energy! Come meet 
this sweet girl at FMAR and let 
her steal your heart!

FMAR felines are spayed/
neutered, microchipped, 
vaccinated for age-appropriate 
shots, and negative for FIV/FeLV.

Fill out an application 
online: https://www.https://www.
friendsofmichigan.org/cat-friendsofmichigan.org/cat-
adoption-applicationadoption-application

Friends of Michigan 
Animals Rescue
51299 Arkona Road
Belleville, MI 48111
734-461-9458
www.friendsofmichigan.orgwww.friendsofmichigan.org

SISSY

Orphan
Of the

Week

Tractors raise $1,240 
for Guiding Harbor
To the editor:
   Belleville Harvest Festival Tractor Parade 

was a success. We have raised $1,240 to be 
given to Guiding Harbor Belleville (www.
guidingharbor.org) .
   We would like to thank the tractor 
participants for donating and the 
following people/companies: Belle Nails, 

Sumpter NAPA Auto Parts, Dale Biniecki 
Committee, Wayne County Farm Bureau, 
and Temples Tree Service.
   Thanks to Belleville Central Business 
Community for providing lunch for the 
tractor participants. Thanks to Sumpter 
and Belleville Police Departments for their 
escorts. Tractors left the Traskos residence 
on Willis Road. 
 

Diane Traskos, Sumpter Township
Photos courtesy of Jake William Maness
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UNDERSTANDING
2024 VOTING

Absentee Voting

Early Voting

Election Day 

For more information, call 734-699-8909 or  email elections@vanburen-mi.org  

www.vanbu ren -m i .o rg

October 26 to
November 3

Absentee Voting: You can request an absentee ballot by
filling out an application at mi.gov/vote, calling the Clerk’s

Office at 734.699.8909, or visiting the office in person. Voters
can also request to be on the permanent ballot list, which means

you will receive a ballot automatically for every election.

Early Voting allows voters to cast their votes in person nine
days prior to the General Election, starting Saturday, October

26th, until Sunday, November 3rd from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
This process allows voters to cast their ballot in a tabulator

(including their absentee ballot) just as they would on election
day.All voters early vote at Van Buren Township Hall, 46425

Tyler Road.

On Election Day, voters must vote at their designated precinct.
Do not wait until the last minute to make your plan to vote!

To locate your precinct and sample ballot, visit mi.gov/vote.
Voters can also find a precinct map at vanburen-mi.org.

Polls are open from 7 a.m. until 8 p.m. on November 5th.
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VOTE BLUE

MI House of Representatives

Debbie Dingell

US Representative - 6th District

US Senate

Kamala Harris
Tim Walz

President & Vice President

Endorsed Candidates

To stop Project 2025. The Trump Republicans’ plan to eliminate
our rights. Michigan Democrats will protect our rights to keep
overtime pay, public education, freedom of choice and to use
fertility treatment, and the ability to love who you want as you
are.  

“We’re not going back” Kamala Harris 
  so
“Mind Your Own Damn Business” Tim Walz

Justice of the Michigan State Supreme Court

Flip the Ballot. Complete
the Non-Partisan section.

A group of like minded residents from The City of Belleville,
Huron, Sumpter, and Van Buren Townships seeking to
protect the rights and freedoms of the people in Michigan. 

Who We Are

2024 SWDC Voter Guide
VOTE EARLY OR ABSENTEE FOR ANY REASON CONTACT YOUR CITY/TWP CLERK

Elissa Slotkin

 State Board of Education

MSU Board of Trustees

Rebecca Bahar-Cook & Thomas
Stallworth III

WSU Board of Governors

Kyle Wright - 29th District
Reggie Miller - 31st District

Wayne County Commissioner 11th District

Allen R.  Wilson

State Board Of Education

Theodore Jones & Adam Zemke

U of M Board of Regents

Denise Ilitch & Shauna Ryder-Diggs

Rasha Demashkieh & Mark Gaffney

Kimberly Ann Thomas
Kyra Harris Bolden

Justice of the Michigan State Supreme Court

Wayne County 3rd Circuit Court

Adrienne G. Scruggs

Macie Gaines
Ron L. Haywood

Wayne County Probate Court

Why Vote Blue?

Paid for by Southwestern Wayne Democratic Club, PO Box 1182, Belleville, MI 48112"
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(continued on page 17)

warranty for both options and the cost 
out the door, and have Jones bring the 
information back to the next meeting.
   Mayor Voigt said somebody needs to go 
measure the current clock to make sure the 
replacement is the right height.
   Jones said he will find out what it would 
cost to get the city seal on the clock.

Full-time DDA Director
      The DDA also discussed at length the 
proposal to hire a full-time DDA Director. 
The DDA currently shares Jones with the 
city.
   Treasurer Sabrina Richardson-Williams 
said as a first step she got the job description 
for DDA’s previous full-time director 
Carol Thompson and went to Van Buren 
Township DDA Director Merrie Coburn’s 
job description and Coburn gave her copies 
of the Holly and Romeo job descriptions.
   She said the committee said the DDA 
needs a full-time director. There was 
discussion about whether Jones would 
come on full time and leave his city 
position and she didn’t know what Jones 
wants to do.
   DDA member Valerie Kelley-Bonner 
said there is a uniqueness in what Jones is 
doing and the DDA hasn’t even been a part 
of the city discussion on how that would 
work.
   “It’s not an emergency to make a decision 
on this tonight,” said Mayor Voigt. He said 
the city is trying to hire a DPW director 
and the person accepted the job and then 
withdrew, putting the hiring back to square 
one with advertising.
   Mayor Voigt suggested giving everyone 
time to think about it and table action until 
the first of the year.
   DDA member Chris Donley suggested 
rewriting the 2016 job description.
   Richardson-Williams asked Jones if he 
would be willing to be DDA director and 
he said he doesn’t know the details of how 
that would be.
   Mayor Voigt said things are getting done 
now.
   Jones said he would like a job description 
before making a decision.
   Mayor Voigt suggested forming a 
personnel committee to work on a job 
description and he would be happy to help.
   Donley said Jones is very involved with 
Music Lakeside and asked if that would 
continue as a part of his duties.
   Mayor Voigt said Jones has been working 
on Music Lakeside for 15 years without 
pay.
   Kelley-Bonner said the DDA needs to 
know what it needs and how much it’s 
going to cost.
   Mayor Voigt said it could be a three-
person committee.
   Richardson-Williams said she got his 
present salary and the DDA could afford 
to pay him, but it paid $300,000 for the 
parking lot and 20,000 to hard-surface 
the alley, and now more is needed for the 
hardware store.
   Mayor Voigt said the DDA has a fund 

Belleville DDA
(continued from page 1)

balance of about $1.2 million and it isn’t a 
problem to spend it. Later he explained a 
salaried position could not come out of the 
fund balance.
   He said the DDA has three options: Hire 
Jones full time, hire someone else full 
time, or go on the way it is now. He said 
the first step would to put together a job 
description.
   Mayor Voigt said having a good DPW 
person is essential to this board and the 
city has to have higher standards than in 
the past.
   What he’s been doing overlaps with the 
city and change should be taken slowly and 
they shouldn’t rush into anything, Mayor 

Voigt said.
   The DDA voted to set up a three-person 
committee for the job description. It will 
be made up of Mayor Voigt, vice chairman 
Winter, and chairman McGovern, if she 
wants it, and Donley if she doesn’t want to 
be on the committee.
   Kelly McWilliams, of the Economic 
Development Committee, asked for the 
committee to put a performance review 
in the job description, remind them that 
Richardson-Williams has been asking for a 
job review for Jones for some time.
   In other business at the Oct. 16 meeting, 
the DDA:
   • Heard Donley report from the Marketing 

Committee that there is a Facebook page 
now. Jones said they just got it last week;
   • Heard Richardson-Williams report 
that the Budget and Finance Committee 
determined if the DDA paid $80,000 for 
a director, they would have a deficit. She 
said they have to be mindful. She said the 
summer taxes will be coming in;
   • Heard Kelley-Bonner report on the 
youth project her SOOAR business is 
doing with the school. She said it is not 
a DDA project, but it goes along with the 
idea Richardson-Williams has for an alley 
project. Donley said they need more things 
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SAND
& GRAVEL

734 697-1183  45697 Ecorse Rd. • Van Buren Twp.

Website:  yostsandandgravel.com
Email:      yostsandandgravel@gmail.com

Hours
Monday – Saturday

8 a.M. – 6 p.M.
Sunday

9 a.M. – 3 p.M.

DELIVERY
AVAILABLE!

SPECIAL – TOPSOIL $18.50 YARD – U-PICK UP* *+Tax

TOPSOIL DELIVERED SPECIALS
3 Yards Credit $100*, Cash $96*

5 Yards Credit $140*, Cash $134*

6 Yards Credit $155*, Cash $150*

FALL SPECIALS!

*Plus
Tax

WE INsTALL 
GrAVEL 

DrIVEWAYs
AND 

ProFEssIoNAL 
LANDsCAPING!

• Colored Mulch/Playground
• Sand – Pool, Fill & Sharp
• Hardwood Mulch
• Decorative Stones
• Driveway Gravel
• Pea Gravel • ¾ Float
• Asphalt Millings
• 1” – 1.5” Egg Rock
• 2” – 4” Round Rock
• 4” – 12” Oversize Rock

Garden Blend Topsoil & Compost
100% Compost

HONESTY IS OUR POLICY!

BAI

50 South Street at 5-Points, Belleville • 734-325-7065
Open Monday – Friday  8am - 6pm

Disc Brake special
premium paDs & rotors,

incluDes laBor, starting at $300
Most Cars. Restrictions Apply.

WITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 10-31-24
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SENIORS, VETERANS &
ACTIVE MILITARY TAKE

10% OFF YOUR TOTAL BILL
WITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 10-31-24

$4999

BAIBAIWITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 10-31-24

$100HEATER CORE
FLUSH

VEHICLE CHECK
Belts, Hoses, Etc.

let’s get reaDY For Fall!

Includes
Coolant

 The Law Office of

  Amy M. Eversole
152 Main St.
Suite 11
Belleville, Mich. 48111 www.amyeversolelaw.com

Call 734-718-8574
• Estate Planning  • Probate  • Property Law

•  Storm Clean Up
•  Free Estimates
•  Tree Topping & Trimming
•  Tree & Shrub Removal
•  Stump Removal • Bucket Service

Insured & Senior Discounts

50% DISCOUNT IF YOU KEEP WOOD/BRUSH!

BONECUTTERS
TREE EXPERTS, LLC

(734) 431-4202

STORM DAMAGE & 
SPRING DISCOUNTS!

YEAR ROUND
SERVICE BY

PROFESSIONALS

Vote for Incumbent
Dionne Falconer

4 School Board
Tuesday, November 5, 2024

Endorsed by the Van Buren Education Association
Paid for by the Committee to Elect Dionne Falconer, 43705 Dorchester Dr., Belleville, MI 48111

To build a better world,
start in your own community!

Belleville DDA
(continued from page 16)

for kids to do downtown;
   • Heard artist Vera Redden report she has 
finished the mural on the hardware store 
and she passed around a picture of the 
final result. Richardson-Williams said the 
ordinance calls for one-third of the window 
to be left clear, but Redden made a mistake 
and just painted one-third. Donley said the 
result was shorter than he envisioned and 
Kelley-Bonner said she thought it would 
be bigger and it’s hard to see just driving 
by. “We should have been out there with 
eyeballs” while it was being done, Donley 
said. After discussion, the DDA approved 
paying her the original amount due of 
$1,208.71 and authorized another $600 for 
more paint and more of her time to make 
the drawings bigger. Donley said he had 
some ideas and would meet with her;
   • Tabled the hardware store wall project 
until after the election. This will give city 
engineers time to look at the project and 
make a recommendation. Bids are currently 
required by the city charter for any project 
over $5,000. Mayor Voigt pointed out 

changes to the city charter are on the Nov. 
6 ballot and bidding is included, so maybe 
they should wait until after the election. 
Jones had presented two proposals with 
quotes, with one being to completely take 
out and rebuild the wall, which was costly, 
and one to build another attached wall to 
reinforce the failing wall, which was a 
third of the cost;
   • Heard McWilliams promote the Oct. 19 
book signing and apple pie baking contest 
at the Fourth Street Square, along with the 
Mutt Walk at the Fourth Street Place. The 
Witches Ball was mentioned along with 
trick or treat coming up downtown. Mayor 
Voigt said Belleville really does well with 
events, “Better than most communities.”

Things to do in the
Belleville area...

Eagles to appreciate 
veterans with free 
supper on Sat., Nov. 9
   The Van Buren Eagles, 9961 Beck Rd., Van 
Buren Township, will present a Veterans’ 
Appreciation Supper on Saturday, Nov. 9. 
The meal is free to all veterans and $10 per 
guest.
   The supper is 5 to 6:30 p.m. with a 
program and entertainment by DJ Anthony 
Richendollar to follow.
   Menu is: Soup bar, salads, sandwich, and 
dessert.
   Those participating must pick up their 
free veteran and guest tickets at the Eagles 
Lodge by Nov. 1 for the supper, so they 
will have a head count.
   Questions? Call Ginger Bruder at (734) 
461-2498.

   Oct. 24 – Allison Robertson
   Oct. 25 – Mary Ann Wells
   Oct. 27 – Bill Wolters, Sherry Mastropietro
   Oct. 30 – Amanda Riggs Cozart

Do you have a birthday soon? Does 
someone you know have a birthday? Let us 
know and we will print the name as soon as 
possible. For more information, call (734) 
699-9020.

Birthdays
   • Friday, Oct. 25 – Bridges & Boots: 
Strategy Shift Workshop to end Domestic 
Violence for Women, 6 p.m., Holiday Inn 
Suites, Belleville. Follow Bridges and 
Books on Facebook for guest speakers 
and event information. Proceeds to 
Guiding Harbor, Belleville. Info: Sonja@
TranquilStudio.org . Wear purple boots 
to receive a complimentary copy of the 
Bridges and Boots workbook with your 
ticket.
   • Thursday, Oct. 31 – Trick or Treat 
in downtown Belleville, 5-7 p.m., when 
businesses hand out candy to kids. The 
Belleville Central Business Community 
presents a costume contest at 6 p.m. in 
Fourth St. Square with prizes.
   • Friday, Nov. 1 – Potato Pancake Dinner 
begins at 4 p.m. at St. John’s Lutheran 
Church, 28320 Waltz Rd., New Boston. 
$15 per dinner. Take out orders begin at 
5:30 p.m.
   • Saturday, Nov. 2, and Sunday, Nov. 
3 – Used Book Sale at the Belleville Area 
District Library, 167 Fourth St., put on by 
Friends of the Library. Presale for Friends’ 
members only is 11 a.m. to noon on 
Saturday, with the sale open to the public 
from noon to 3 p.m. On Sunday the sale 
is 1-4 p.m. On Sunday only, fill a bag with 
books for $4. Sale prices are 2 hardcovers 
for $1; and all paperbacks, children’s 

books, DVDs and CDs, and audio books 
are 4 for $1.
   • Thursday, Nov. 7 – Sauerkraut Dinner 
at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 19109 Craig 
St., New Boston. Doors open at 4:30 p.m., 
seating begins at 5 p.m. Cost is $15 which 
includes pork or kielbasa, sauerkraut, 
mashed potatoes with gravy, green beans, 
squash, beverage, and choice of homemade 
pumpkin or apple pie. Carry-out available. 
(734) 753-9048
   • Saturday, Nov. 9 – Guiding Harbor 
presents “The Greatest Gala on Earth” from 
6 to 10 p.m. at the Baronette Renaissance, 
27790 Novi Rd., Nov 48377. Back by 
popular demand is Cameron Zvara, a 
comedy magician and entertainer. Call 
Belleville Area Chamber of Commerce for 
information, (734) 697-7151.
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CRAFT & VENDOR SHOW

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

One Call Does It All...
...At The Independent

734-699-9020

SERVICES

A&L SERVICES
Home Improvement & 

Handyman Service
Painting, Drywall, Carpentry, 

Electrical, Plumbing,
Ceramic Tile, Kitchens & Bath.
Serving Belleville Since 

1995. Call Aaron Schultz 
@ 734-740-0628

Kitchens – Baths
Plumbing – Concrete

Doors – Windows – Siding 
Gutters – Basements 

Drywall – Painting
Senior & Veteran Discounts
Call Pete – (734) 636-3741

BEYOND HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

FOR SALE

ADVANCED H & W
PAYING CASH
Buying Junk Cars & 
Trucks. Free 7 Day 

Pick Up. Call Today!
(734) 223-5581
(517) 605-6388

WANTED

We Work
Monday – Saturday.

734-368-5088
734-545-5195

D.K. JUNK CAR
BUYERS

PAY CASH

Recently retired, seasoned 
hunter is looking  for 10 
to 40 acres in the greater 

Belleville locations. 
Needed for hunting coyote 

& deer. Please contact 
Pete at (734) 635-9355 to 

discuss use of land costs. 

WANTED! FARMLAND

MARK YOUR CALENDARS for 
the Belleville Senior Co-op Holiday 
Bazaar on November 9, 9am-4pm. 
575 Sumpter Road.            11/07

------------

STEEL PORTABLE CAR PORT. 
Brand new. Still in boxes. 10 x 15 
feet. Metal roof. Steel support poles. 
Sides open. Weighs 400 lbs. $500. 
(734) 697-5036. Leave message.     10/31

------------
SCHWINN WOMEN’S BIKE. Multi-
speed. Very well cared for. $150. 
LIONEL TRAIN SET: tracks, 5’x9’ 
board, 7 or more cars, large gauge 
track with 4 terminal capacity and 
transformer. $500 OBO. (734) 756-2737 or
(734) 294-1379                                  10/24

------------
YORKIES, YORKIPOOS, CAVAPOOS, 
Corgis, & other pups. $499 & up. Frisky 
& vet checked. Ypsilanti. View puppies at 
petcitypets.com. (734) 487-0800      11/07

------------
DOMAIN NAMES FOR SALE. Asking 
$20,000 for all of them OBO. Serious 
inquiries only to: rgoff@kidcokid.com.
bellevillelake.com
bellevillebusiness.com
bellevillemoose.com
bellevillechildcare.com
bellevillereunions.com
bellevilleclassmates.com
bellevilleyearbook.com
bellevillehistory.com
bellevillesales.com
computerteachers.net
computerteachers.org
helpwithcomputers.org
itcontractorsassociation.com
machineshopbidding.com
onlinetoolsforyou.com
remotepilotinstructor.com
remotepilotinstructors.com
remotepilotinstructors.org
remotepilotp107.com
remotepilotstraining.com
remotepilottraining.net
weteachcomputers.com
weteachcomputers.org
                       10/31

------------

2004 RANGER 4 Door XLT-RWD. 
161,000 miles. 2nd owner since 43,000.  
Runs great. Eye catcher! $5,500. 
(734) 276-4508                     10/24

------------
2005 MUSTANG CONVERTIBLE. 
6 cylinder, 5 speed. 164,000 miles. 
Very good condition. Asking 
$4,900. (734) 740-7970        10/31

------------
1963 FAIRLANE 500. $20,000 
OBO or Trade for Pontoon Boat. 
(734) 325-8484                    10/24

------------
1955 GMC PICKUP Series 2, Slightly 
modified. No rust, good condition. 
Best offer. (734) 482-5537         10/24

------------
1995 CHEVY MALIBU CLASSIC 
SEDAN. Granny’s personal car for 
past years. Full power, LT1 engine, 
no rust, one of a kind. Private owner. 
(734) 695-0819                   10/31

------------
2013 FORD CONNECT TRANSIT 
VAN. Like new condition. $10,500. 
Private owner. (734) 695-0819     10/31

------------
2007 DODGE NITRO WAGON. Full 
power & air, 4-wheel drive, DVD 
screen. $5,150. Private owner. Can be 
seen anytime. (734) 695-0819     10/31

------------
1985 CONVERSION FORD VAN, no 
rust. 69,000 orig.  miles, one owner, 
302 Eng., Auto, full power, TV, CB. 
$8,900.00.  (313) 402-5753              11/07

------------
2000 Chevy. S-10. 156,000 Miles, 
4 cyl. 3 Dr., Full Power $3,000.00. 
Belleville. (313) 402-5753         11/07

------------

FREE FILL. Delivery available. 
(734) 697-1183. Yost Sand & Gravel. 
Belleville.                            TFN

------------

FOR SALE

FREE

------------
WANTED – ANY SIZE MEN’S JEANS 
for the homeless. Please drop off at 
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Drive. 
(734) 697-5600                        TFN

------------
WANTED – SMALL CONTAINERS 
of shampoo, toothpaste, etc. to take 
to homeless in Detroit. Drop off at 
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Dr. 
(734) 697-5600                         TFN

------------
CASH PAID FOR Sports Cards 
and Comic Books. 50s, 60s, 70s. 
Private collector can come to you.
(734) 697-3546                       10/24

------------

------------
DEPENDABLE LAWN SERVICE 
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL. 
Lawn cutting – Aerating – Mulch – Shrub 
Trimming – Fall Clean-up – Power 
Raking – Sod & Seeding – Rototilling. 
(734) 587-2410 or (734) 693-4712  12/05

------------
I N T E R I O R / E X T E R I O R 
MAINTENANCE. Painting, roof 
leaks, cleaning & gutter repair, 
landscape maintenance & power 
washing.  (734) 796-3628               10/24

------------
LARRY’S HANDYMAN SERVICE. 
No job too small. Interior/exterior 
painting, hang wallpaper, powerwashing 
& carpentry. (618) 267-7774     04/03/25

------------

JANITORIAL POSITION for large 
office building in Canton. Pleasant 
work environment. Mon - Thurs: 9 
p.m.-midnight. Fri, Sat, Sun: 6-9 p.m. 
$17-$18/hr. rdunn08@yahoo.com. 
(734) 673-2364                        10/24

------------

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

RECORDING SECRETARY
The Charles B. Cozadd Rotary Foundation is looking for 
a Recording Secretary to take and produce minutes for 
its meetings. The Board generally meets in the evening 
four times per year for 1-2 hours per meeting. Duties 
for this part-time position include: preparing agendas, 
meeting notifications, and minutes. Pay for the 2 to 4 
hours per meeting is $25/hour plus expenses, or would consider a flat fee 
arrangement. Plus a list of duties, training, checklists, & templates would 
be provided. Submit a letter of introduction and resume electronically to 
cozadd@bellevillerotary.org

HELP WANTED

000000
CDL DRIVER NEEDED

Immediate Position. 
Local Driving, Home 

Every Night.
Kovalak Excavating 

Company
Call 734-461-6838

Local Excavating Company 
has openings for 

LABORERS
Wages Negotiable.

Kovalak Excavating 
Company

Call 734-461-6838

000000

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED
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One Call Does It All...
...At The Independent

734-699-9020

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS
INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

INDEPENDENT
CLASSIFIED ADS

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS
INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS
INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

Notice to Advertisers:
The Belleville-Area Independent will not be liable 
for failure to publish an ad as requested or for more 
than one incorrect insertion of an advertisement. 
In the event of any error or omission in printing or 
publication of an advertisement, you must notify 
us within five days of publication or on the date of 
insertion, if an ad is scheduled as part of a package, 
so there is time to correct subsequent publications. 
The Independent’s liability shall be limited to an   
adjustment for the cost of the space occupied by the 
error with a maximum liability being cancellation 
of the cost of the first incorrect advertisement or 
republication of the corrected advertisement. Under 
no circumstances shall the Independent be liable for 
consequential damages of any kind.

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE:
   All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair      
Housing Act which makes it illegal to 
advertise "any preference, limitation 
or discrimination based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin, or an intention, to 
make any such preference, limitation 
or discrimination." Familial status 
includes children under the age of 18 
living with parents or legal custodians, 
pregnant women and people securing 
custody of children under 18.
   This newspaper will not knowingly 
accept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. 
The toll-free telephone number for the 
hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

City of Belleville Public Notice

The Cemetery Advisory Committee will be placing American Flags
on the graves of all veterans who are buried at Hillside Cemetery on Denton Road.

We will begin placing flags on Saturday, November 2nd at 8:30 a.m. and need volunteers to 
help. Each cemetery section takes only about one hour of work.

Should you wish to volunteer, contact the City Clerk’s Office. If you would like to work in 
a specific section, the Clerk’s office must be contacted, or that section may not be 
guaranteed. 

Please consider this small sacrifice of time and join us to honor our veterans who fought
to keep us free.

Briana Hootman
City Clerk/Treasurer
(734) 697-9323 ext. 7010
clerk@belleville.mi.us

Michelle Bellingham
Deputy Clerk/Treasurer
(734) 697-9323 ext. 7038
deputyclerk@belleville.mi.us

PUBLISH: Oct. 10, 17, 24, 31

Hillside Cemetery Advisory Committee

REQUEST FOR VOLUNTEERS
Flag Placement for Veteran’s Day 2024
8:30 a.m. on Saturday, November 2nd 

(Rain Date: Sunday, November 3rd)

Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN

BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 
MINUTES - OCTOBER 15, 2024

Supervisor McNamara called the meeting to 
order at 6:00 p.m. in the Board Room. Zoom 
Meeting ID for public participation: 894 
2765 4392. Present: Supervisor McNamara, 
Treasurer Budd, Clerk Wright, Trustee 
Boynton, Trustee Martin, Trustee Frazier and 
Trustee Kelley. Others in attendance: Deputy 
Supervisor Selman, Recording Assistant 
Beaudry, Director of Community Services 
Renaud, Deputy Director of Community 
Services Dohring, Director of Recreation 
Gerhart, Director of Parks Locke, Director of 
Public Services Luckett, Director of Water and 
Sewer Lawrence, Police Chief Wright, Deputy 
Police Chief Monte, DDA Director Coburn, 
Director of Human Resources Sumpter, 
Director of Municipal Services Akers and an 
audience of 28.
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF THE 
AGENDA: Supervisor McNamara outlined the 
items appearing on the agenda.
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA: Wright 
moved, Boynton seconded to approve the 
agenda. Motion Carried.
ADOPTION OF THE CONSENT AGENDA: 
Boynton moved, Budd seconded to approve 
the Consent Agenda: Board Meeting Minutes 
of October 1, 2024, Prepaid List of October 

3, 2024, Prepaid List of October 10, 2024, 
and Voucher List of October 15, 2024. Motion 
Carried.
PUBLIC HEARING: None
C O R R E S P O N D E N C E /
ANNOUNCEMENTS/PRESENTATIONS: 
Candy Loop is taking place on Saturday, 
October 19 from 4:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m. at 
Quirk Park; DTE has begun work boring a hole 
into the lake bed of Belleville lake to install a 
pipe for the Denton Road Bridge construction; 
court proceedings regarding the radioactive 
waste from New York has been moved to federal 
court; and Clerk Wright informed voters of their 
three options for voting, Absentee Voting, Early 
Voting and Election Day Voting, and reminded 
voters not to wait until the last minute to make 
a plan to vote.
State Representative Reggie Miller recognized 
Wayne County Commissioner Al Haidous 
for his years of service.  Commissioner 
Haidous’s family, friends and coworkers, 
along with the Township Board all honored his 
accomplishments over the years. 
PUBLIC COMMENT (Unfinished and New 
Business): None.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None.
NEW BUSINESS: 
Boynton moved, Martin seconded to approve 
Resolution 2024-17: 2024 Amended General 
Fund Budget and 2025 Proposed General Fund 

Budget and Resolution 2024-16: 2025 Salary 
Schedule. Motion Carried.

Wright moved, Frazier seconded to approve 
Resolution 2024-18: 2024 Amended Special 
Revenue Funds Budget and 2025 Proposed 
Special Revenue Fund Budgets. Motion 
Carried.
Kelly moved, Frazier seconded to approve 
Resolution 2024-15: 2025 Water/Sewer Fee 
Schedule and Resolution 2024-20: 2024 
Amended Water Sewer Fund Budget and 2025 
Proposed Water/Sewer Fund budget. Motion 
Carried.
REPORTS: The June 2024, July 2024, and 
August 2024 Financial Reports were accepted 
as presented. 
PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA 
ITEMS: Multiple residents expressed their 
feelings on the New York radioactive waste 
and thanked the board for taking action, and a 
resident inquired about signs to protect deer on 
local roads. 
BOARD COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA 
ITEMS: None.
ADJOURNMENT: Boynton moved, Kelley 
seconded to adjourn the meeting at 6:56 p.m. 
Motion Carried. 
Leon Wright, Township Clerk
Kevin McNamara, Supervisor
Published: October 24, 2024

   The Independent needs an 
office manager to help bring the 
local news to the community and 
to help local businesses with 
their advertising.
   Six hours a day, five days a 
week at the front desk welcoming 
our visitors with a friendly smile. 
Pay is $15 an hour.
   Call for an interview. (734) 699-
9020
   You’ll be right in the middle of 
what’s happening in town – and 
that’s a lot of fun.

HELP WANTED
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Van Buren Township
Police Dispatch Log

Belleville Police
Dispatch Log

Sumpter Township
Police Dispatch Log

(Continued on page 21)

 There were 295 dispatch calls reported by Van Buren 
Township police last week including the following.
Sunday, Oct. 13:
   0031 – welfare check, Lighthouse Dr.
   0111 – welfare check, Belleville Rd.
   0354 – welfare check, N. I-94 Service Dr.
   0526 – intrusion alarm, W. Huron River Dr.
   0728 – missing person, Kirkridge Park Dr.
   0804 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, N. 
I-94 Service Dr.
   1100 – property damage accident, Timberland Dr.
   1151 – retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1203 – retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1254 – neighbor trouble, Parkwood Dr.
   1330 – hospice death, Martz Rd.
   1505 – juvenile complaint, Parkwood Dr.
   1510 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Parkwood Dr.
   1514 – civil matter, Denton Rd.
   xxxx – repossession, Westlake Cir.
   1525 – threat, Edison Lake Rd.
   1547 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Quirk Rd.
   1620 – assist other dept., Sylvia Dr.
   1654 – harassment call, Park Estates Dr.
   1657 – 911 welfare check, Locust Dr.
   1731 – missing person, Bemis Rd.
   1803 – domestic, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   2045 – vehicle lockout, Lauren Ct.
   1913 – missing person, Quirk Rd.
   1945 – welfare check, Denton Rd.
   2031 – PPO violation, Hardwood Dr.
   2031 – welfare check, Haggerty Rd./Riggs Rd.
   2144 – domestic, S. Woodbury Dr.
Monday, Oct. 14:
   0000 – fraud, Belleville Rd.
   0211 – motorist assist, Belleville Rd./S. I-94 Service 
Dr.
   0704 – intrusion alarm, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   0812 – shooting, Kirkridge Park Dr.
   xxxx – repossession, Purple Sage Ct.
   0835 – 911 welfare check, N. I-94 Service Dr.
   0841 – harassment call, McKinley St.
   0845 – breaking & entering, Belleville Rd.
   0849 – animal complaint, W. Adams/Lincoln Ct.
   0849 – property damage accident, Southport Apts.
   0915 – fraud, Solitude Ln.
   0940 – private property/property damage accident, 
Belleville Rd.
   1045 – juvenile complaint, Parkwood Dr.
   1222 – intrusion alarm, Morton Taylor Rd.
   1228 – unauthorized driving away of auto, Rose
   1321 – civil matter, Ecorse Rd.
   1355 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Parkwood Dr.
   1355 – animal complaint, Rogers Ave.
   1437 – fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1515 – disorderly, Holly Ln./Redwood Dr.
   1523 – property damage accident, Ecorse/Hannan
   1523 – parking complaint, Bemis Rd.
   1530 – larceny, Belleville Rd.
   1540 – unauthorized driving away of auto, S. I-94 
Service Dr.
   1549 – property damage accident, E. Huron River 
Dr. / Haggerty Rd.
   1657 – fraud, Assembly St.
   1812 – threat, Maple Dr.
   1800 – mental subject, Parkwood Dr.
   1834 – road hazard, Rawsonville Rd. / W. Huron 
River Dr.
   1835 – threat, S. Bellridge Dr.
   1849 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, N. 
Timberview Dr.
   1918 – larceny from auto, Denton Rd.
   1933 – welfare check, Victoria St.
   2015 – domestic, Oak Ln.
   2033 – welfare check, S. Bellridge Dr.
   xxxx – intrusion alarm, Belleville Rd.
Tuesday, Oct. 15:
   0039 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, N. 
Woodbury Dr.
   0736 – intrusion alarm, Stamford Rd.
   0804 – malicious destruction of property, S. 
Bellridge Dr.
   1033 – fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1137 – domestic, Van Buren St.
   1151 – intrusion alarm, Parkwood Dr.
   1249 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd.

   1613 – larceny from auto, Beckley Rd.
   xxxx – repossession, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1721 – domestic, Denton Rd.
   xxxx – civil matter, Edison Lake Rd./E. Huron River 
Dr.
   1813 – breaking & entering, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1822 – property damage accident, S. I-94 Service
   1942 – welfare check, Rogers Ave.
   xxxx – intrusion alarm, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   xxxx – repossession, Old Michigan Rd.
   2002 – missing person, N. I-94 Service Dr.
   2031 – intrusion alarm, W. Huron River Dr.
   2145 – holdup alarm, Harmony Ln.
   2250 – assist other dept., N. Ponderosa Trl.
   2255 – domestic, Van Buren St.
   2338 – shooting, Belleville Rd./Ecorse Rd.
Wednesday, Oct. 16:
   0021 – intrusion alarm, Belleville Rd.
   0142 – 911 welfare check, W. I-94/rest area
   0212 – assist fire dept., Village Green Ln.
   0313 – assist other dept., Rose Blvd.
   0311 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Denton Rd.
   0754 – animal complaint, Tyler Rd./Lancaster Dr.
   0755 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd.
   0954 – domestic, Lighthouse Dr.
   xxxx – misc. complaint, S. Timberview Dr.
   1024 – animal complaint, Thornwood Dr. / 
Greenwood Dr.
   1122 – welfare check, Sunrise Ln.
   1204 – traffic offense, Rawsonville Rd./S. I-94 
Service Dr.
   1242 – property damage accident, Samuel Barton
   1336 – civil matter, Robbe Rd.
   1438 – welfare check, Rose Blvd.
   1434 – property damage accident, Ecorse Dr. / 
Belleville Rd.
   1523 – property check, S. I-94 Service Dr./Ryznar
   1545 – traffic offense, E. Main St.
   1625 – family trouble, Rose Blvd.
   1633 – domestic, Ash Dr.
   1846 – welfare check, Quirk Rd.
   1951 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Florence Ln.
   2225 – intrusion alarm, Van Born
   2317 – welfare check, Parkwood Dr.
Thursday, Oct. 17:
   0041 – welfare check, N. Bellridge Dr.
   xxxx – repossession, Pond Bluff Dr.
   xxxx – repossession, N. Adams
   0347 – family trouble, Dewitt Rd.
   0521 – road hazard, Haggerty Rd./N. I-94 Service
   0612 – intrusion alarm, Hanover Dr.
   0730 – welfare check, Belleville Rd.
   0745 – vehicle lockout, E. Archwood Dr.
   0841 – assault & battery, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1004 – fraud, Leon Dr.
   1052 – unattended death, Lacy Dr.
   1112 – property check, Van Buren St.
   1116 – assault & battery, Country Walk Blvd.
   1112 – missing person, Quirk Rd.
   xxxx – repossession, Birch Dr.
   1254 – family trouble, Belle Pointe Dr.
   1316 – private property/property damage accident, 
Sumpter Rd.
   1334 – assault & battery, N. I-94 Service Dr.
   xxxx – intrusion alarm, Fret Rd.
   1428 – retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1528 – vehicle lockout, Martz Rd.
   1756 – missing person, Quirk Rd.
   1758 – retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1812 – intrusion alarm, Ecorse Rd.
   1845 – welfare check, Edwards Rd.
   1833 – welfare check, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   xxxx – private property impound, Westlake
   1841 – harassment call, Woodbury Green
   1851 – civil matter, Chatsworth Dr.
   2002 – misc. complaint, Belleville Rd.
   2118 – property damage accident, Rawsonville Rd. 
/ Bog Rd.
   2226 – intrusion alarm, Van Born
Friday, Oct. 18:
   0006 – welfare check, Kirkridge Park Dr.
   0110 – welfare check, Belle Pointe Dr.
   0142 – breaking & entering, Van Buren St.
   0324 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Juniper Dr.
   0722 – property damage accident, Denton Rd./S. 
I-94 Service Dr.
   0853 – shooting, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   xxxx – welfare check, Denton Rd.
   1208 – trespassing, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   0953 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Belleville Rd.

   1139 – larceny from auto, Westlake Cir.
   1109 – civil matter, Ash Dr.
   1054 – property damage accident, Michigan Ave.
   1138 – parking complaint, Belleville Rd.
   1156 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Riggs Rd.
   1217 – assist fire dept., Savage Rd.
   1324 – welfare check, Milton Dr.
   1345 – private property/property damage accident, 
Belleville Rd.
   1400 – welfare check, Fret Rd.
   1421 – animal complaint, Denton Rd./Jewell Ave.
   1416 – assist fire dept., Denton Rd.
   1446 – harassment call, Westlake Cir.
   1520 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd.
   1530 – lost property/child, Ash Dr.
   1542 – fraud, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1614 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Martinsville Rd.
   1629 – motorist assist, Rawsonville Rd.
   1648 – larceny, W. Adams
   1706 – civil matter, Ash Dr.
   1702 – retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1706 – property damage accident, Montague Ave.
   1748 – motorist assist, Belleville Rd./E. I-94
   1746 – fraud, Rawsonville Rd.
   1826 – unattended death, Locust Dr.
   1908 – intrusion alarm, Belleville Rd.
   1923 – property damage accident, Sumpter Rd. / 
Orchard
   1949 – fraud, N. Woodbury Dr.
   1934 – welfare check, Savage Rd./Haggerty Rd.
   1949 – assault & battery, Parkwood Dr.
   2010 – fraud, Belleville Rd.
   2122 – civil matter, Rose Blvd.
   2058 – fight, W. Columbia
   2123 – disorderly, Haggerty Rd.
   2158 – intrusion alarm, Haggerty Rd.
   2217 – intrusion alarm, Van Born
Saturday, Oct. 19:
   0330 – animal complaint, Quirk Rd.
   0413 – property damage accident, Tyler/Haggerty
   0809 – larceny from auto, Sunrise Ln.
   0829 – larceny from auto, Van Buren St.
   0801 – mental subject, E. Sadie Ln.
   0941 – family trouble, Holly Ln.
   1022 – trespassing, Southport Apts.
   1051 – misc. complaint, Quirk Rd.
   1053 – welfare check, Fret Rd.
   1148 – welfare check, Oak Ln.
   1101 – assist fire dept., Madison Dr.
   1142 – personal injury accident, N. I-94 Service 
Dr. / Oak Dr.
   1248 – unauthorized driving away of auto, S. 
Woodbury Dr.
   1252 – private property/property damage accident, 
Martz Rd.
   1305 – family trouble, Timberview Ct.
   1312 – welfare check, Martinsville Rd.
   1326 – fraud, Village Green Ln.
   1414 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, Old 
Denton Rd.
   1454 – fraud, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1551 – unauthorized driving away of auto, Hannan 
   1620 – juvenile complaint, Parkwood Dr.
   1822 – neighbor trouble, Jackson St.
   1713 – larceny from auto, Quirk Rd./Ayres Ave.
   1717 – larceny from auto, Lilac Ln.
   1732 – intrusion alarm, Michigan Ave.
   1804 – animal complaint, Old Michigan Rd.
   1940 – mental subject, E. Sadie Ln.
   2032 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Sadie Ln.
   2059 – leaving the scene of a property damage 
accident, Belleville Rd. / S. I-94 Service Dr.
Also, on this week’s log are 61 traffic stops, nine of 
which are on the I-94 and I-275 freeways. There also 
are 16 ordinance violations -- all 7300 MICR codes.

Sunday, Oct. 13:
   0027 – family trouble, Carmell St.
   0115 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Sumpter Rd.
   0429 – assist fire dept., N. Liberty St.
   0529 – welfare check, N. Liberty St.
   0608 – animal complaint, South St.
   1543 – ordinance violation – all 7300 MICR codes, 
N. Biggs Ave.

   1617 – traffic offense, High St./Edison St.   
Monday, Oct. 14:
   1224 – missing person, W. Columbia Ave.
   1241 – welfare check, Carmell St.
   1500 – disorderly, Main St.
   1605 – parking complaint, W. Thornhill Ct.
   1929 – road hazard, Main St./Third St.
Tuesday, Oct. 15:
   2024 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Victorian Ln.
   0950 – disorderly, Carmell St.
   1358 – ordinance violation – all 7300 MICR codes, 
E. Huron River Dr.
Wednesday, Oct. 16:
   1538 – ordinance violation – all 7300 MICR codes, 
Bedell St.
   xxxx – traffic offense, Main St.
   1626 – fraud, Sumpter Rd.
   1931 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Savage Rd.
Thursday, Oct. 17:
   1111 – ordinance violation – all U300 MICR codes, 
E. Huron River Dr.
   1344 – misc. complaint, W. Columbia Ave.
   1416 – traffic offense, Belle Villa Blvd./Carmell
   1620 – parking complaint, E. Thornhill Ct./S. 
Victorian Ln.
   1958 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Sumpter Rd.
Friday, Oct. 18:
   0540 – unattended death, Menlo Park Dr.
   1012 – weapons violation, W. Columbia Ave.
   1028 – traffic offense, Main St./High St.
   1100 – misc. complaint, Main St.
   1100 – mental subject, Estrada Dr.
   1435 – assault & battery, Main St./Denton St.
   2018 – fireworks, W. Columbia Ave.
   2048 – assist fire dept., W. Columbia Ave.
   2305 – fight, W. Columbia Ave.   
Saturday, Oct. 19:
   0224 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Menlo Park Dr.
   0701 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, W. 
Thornhill Ct.
   0741 – larceny, W. Thornhill Ct.
   1148 – traffic offense, Main/Third
There are 84 reports on this week’s log and 48 of 
those are traffic stops.

Sunday, Oct. 13:
   1049 – follow-up investigation, Alaska St.
   1124 – welfare check, 44000 bl. Harris Rd.
   1756 – fire dept. assist, 23000 bl. Karr Rd.
   1853 – fire dept. assist, Washington St.
   2045 – assist other agency, Mulberry Dr.
   2135 – family trouble, 45000 bl. Paris Dr.
   2241 – 911 hangup, Mulberry Dr.
   2319 – fire dept. assist, Wayside Dr.
Monday, Oct. 14:
   0745 – property damage accident, 47000 bl. Bemis
   0833 – traffic complaint/hazard, 28000 bl. Sumpter
   0926 – harassment complaint, Rustic Ln.
   0955 – fire dept. assist, 47000 bl. Wear Rd.
   1019 – fire dept. assist, Rustic Ln.
   1147 – welfare check, Kansas St.
   1241 – disorderly person, 41200 Harris Rd.
   1314 – suspicious person, 44000 bl. Harris Rd.
   1438 – 911 hangup, 51000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1500 – property damage accident, 49000 bl. Bemis
   1732 – follow-up investigation, 23000 bl. Sumpter
   1944 – 911 hangup, 48000 bl. Harris Rd.
   2143 – family trouble, Rustic Ln.
   2330 – assault, Rustic Ln.
Tuesday, Oct. 15:
   0403 – suspicious person, 39000 bl. Willow Rd.
   0758 – welfare check, Rustic Ln.
   0835 – animal complaint, Arkona Rd./Haggerty
   0849 – fire dept. assist, Walnut St.
   1148 – suspicious circumstance, 27000 bl. Sherwood 
Rd.
   1410 – fire dept. assist, 22000 bl. Martinsville Rd.
   1441 – animal complaint, 47000 bl. Wear Rd.
   1522 – alarm, 17000 bl. Lohr Rd.
   1611 – welfare check, Timberlane Dr.
   1704 – welfare check, Timberlane Dr.
   1747 – 911 hangup, Wayside Dr.
   1757 – fire dept. assist, 21000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
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Paid for by the Committee to Elect Robert Coutts 34th District Court Judge
13200 Lenmoore, Van Buren Township, MI 48111

• TOP RATED TRIAL ATTORNEY FOR 30 YEARS
• IN COURT EVERY DAY ON A VARIETY OF CASES,

• INVOLVED IN OUR COMMUNITY, THE 34TH DISTRICT 
COURT & RESIDENT of VAN BUREN FOR OVER 25 YEARS,

• ROBERT COUTTS WILL PROTECT YOU AND YOUR FAMILY
_______________________________________________________________

PLEASE VOTE ROBERT COUTTS FOR
34TH DISTRICT JUDGE ON OR BEFORE NOV 5TH

ON THE NON-PARTISAN BALLOT
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

ROBERT COUTTS IS PROUDLY ENDORSED BY:
KEVIN McNAMARA, VBT SUPERVISOR
SHARRY BUDD, VBT TREASURER
DAVID J. ALLEN, 3RD CIRCUIT JUDGE
RICHARD A. PAGE, 24TH DISTRICT JUDGE
JOSEPH D. SLAVEN, 23rd DISTRICT JUDGE
ALIYAH SABREE, CHIEF DISTRICT JUDGE
ADAM SABREE, DISTRICT JUDGE
TIM BOWMAN, SUMPTER SUPERVISOR
ESTHER HURST, SUMPTER CLERK
ERIC LUKE, SUMPTER CHIEF OF POLICE
BART PATTERSON, SUMPTER TREASURER
TIM RUSH, MATT ODDY, DON LaPORTE, SUMPTER TRUSTEES
I.B.E.W. 58                         

COUTTS4JUDGE @FACEBOOK.COM | PAID FOR BY THE CTE ROBERT COUTTS 34TH DISTRICT COURT JUDGE
13200 LENMOORE, VBT 48111 313-363-8882 OR 313-381-1440

COUTTS
ROBERT

34th  district

JUDGE
for

(continued from page 20)

Sumpter Township
Police Dispatch Log

   2254 – fire dept. assist, 46000 bl. Arkona Rd.
Wednesday, Oct. 16:
   0003 – 911 hangup, 50000 bl. Wear Rd.
   0710 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   0822 – fire dept. assist, Rustic Ln.
   0909 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   0926 – family trouble, 45000 bl. Bontekoe Ave.
   1020 – citizen assist, 45000 bl. Harris Rd.
   1155 – animal complaint, 44000 bl. Dunn Rd.
   1504 – 911 hang up, 24000 bl. Bohn Rd.
   1539 – fire dept. assist, New Mexico St.
   1602 – welfare check, Willow Rd./Karr Rd.
   1602 – follow-up investigation, Rustic Ln.
   1659 – civil matter, 20000 bl. Martinsville Rd.
   1820 – fire dept. assist, 44000 bl. Clay Rd.
   1930 – alarm, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.

   1957 – suspicious vehicle, 47000 bl. Bemis Rd.
   2205 – operating while intoxicated arrest, 24000 bl. 
Sherwood Rd.
   2325 – citizen assist, Timberlane Dr.
Thursday, Oct. 17:
   0114 – property damage accident, Willow/Elwell
   1016 – neighbor dispute, Mulberry Dr.
   1418 – fire dept. assist, 51000 bl. Wear Rd.
   1442 – fire dept. assist, Mulberry Dr.
   1913 – 911 hangup, 23000 bl. Haggerty Rd.
   1917 – mental health call, Judd Rd./Haggerty Rd.
   2021 – recovered stolen vehicle, Maine St.
Friday, Oct. 18:
   0007 – assist other agency, Van Horn/Middlebelt
   0611 – fire dept. assist, 24000 bl. Elwell Rd.
   0643 – fire dept. assist, Idaho St.
   0734 – fire dept. assist, 19000 bl. Crandell Ave.
   0820 – suspicious circumstances, 10000 bl. 
Rawsonville Rd.
   0852 – citizen assist, 10000 bl. Rawsonville Rd.
   1033 – mental health call, 48000 bl. Willow
   1238 – citizen assist, 41000 bl. Judd Rd.

   1312 – traffic complaint/hazard, 10000 bl. 
Rawsonville Rd.
   1336 – fire dept. assist, 43000 bl. Willow Rd.
   1529 – citizen assist, 22000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1534 – welfare check, Creekside Dr.
   1543 – neighbor dispute, Edgewood Dr.
   1655 – family trouble, 25000 bl. Martinsville Rd.
   1656 – follow-up investigation, 25000 bl. 
Martinsville Rd.
   1838 – suspicious circumstances, Rustic Ln.
   1938 – mental health call, Mulberry Dr.
   2038 – neighbor dispute, 18000 bl. Elwell Rd.
Saturday, Oct. 19:
   0022 – welfare check, Timberlane Dr.
   0126 – operating while intoxicated arrest, Elwell 
/ Willis
   0327 – family trouble, 46000 bl. Judd Rd.

   0829 – follow-up investigation, 47000 bl. Wear Rd.
   0904 – 911 hangup, 40000 bl. Harris Rd.
   1059 – welfare check, Birch Dr.
   1107 – animal complaint, 20000 bl. Wilmot Rd.
   1418 – welfare check, 42000 bl. Willow Rd.
   1614 – fire dept. assist, Rustic Ln.
   1619 – welfare check, 44000 bl. Arkona Rd.
   1728 – suspicious circumstances, 50000 bl. Willis
   1746 – suspicious circumstances, Nevada St.
   1952 – welfare check, 42000 bl. Willow Rd.
   2030 – ORV complaint, Elwell Rd./Arkona Rd.
   2140 – family trouble, 48000 bl. Wear Rd.
   2234 – traffic complaint/hazard, California/Willis
   2239 – shots fired, 40000 bl. Willis Rd.
Also on this week’s log are 179 patrol checks, 34 
traffic stops, and eight misc. details.

Photo courtesy of TerryChristensen@tcdrone.net
On Saturday about 50 booths gave out candy at the annual Van Buren Township Candy 
Loop at Quirk Park. And there were many, many families who came out to enjoy the 
event.
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The Belleville-Area
Independent Website
is Online! Visit us @ 

bellevilleareaindependent.com

Read The Newspaper 
On The Web!

ANY CONDITION OK
CALL US AND GET YOUR PRICE.

AERO REALTY
35890 GODDARD

ROMULUS, MI 48174
313-402-0187 or 734-941-4595

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

CASH FOR YOUR HOME

CITY OF BELLEVILLE REGULAR CITY 
COUNCIL MEETING

MINUTES
Monday, October 7, 2024 - 7:30 pm

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF 
SILENCE
2. ROLL CALL
Council Member Beebe	 Present 
Council Member Kissel	 Present
Council Member Priest	 Present
Mayor Pro-Tem Bates		 Present
Mayor Voigt		  Present
3. PRESENTATIONS & CITIZENS COMMENTS 
ON AGENDA ITEMS
a. Presentations
   i. None.
b. Citizen Comments
   i. Richie Sanders
     1. Asked if the ponds in Victoria Commons would 
be cleared of weeds.
     2. Asked about the status of the bubbler fountains 
in the ponds in Victoria Commons.
   ii. Carl Bono
     1. Asked the Council to address the condition of the 
lot owned by Davenport Construction on Sumpter Rd.
4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
MOTION: Motion by Bates, supported by Priest to 
approve the agenda as presented.
ROLL CALL VOTE:	
Council Member Beebe	 Aye
Council Member Kissel	 Aye
Council Member Priest	 Aye
Mayor Pro-Tem Bates		 Aye
Mayor Voigt		  Aye
Motion Carried.
5. CONSENT AGENDA 
The Consent Agenda groups routine meeting 
discussion points into a single agenda item. In so 
doing, the grouped items can be approved in one 
action, rather than through the filing of multiple 
motions.
a. Approval of Minutes
   i. September 13, 2024, Special City Council Meeting
   ii. September 16, 2024, Regular City Council 
Meeting
b. Communications
   i. MMRMA Monthly Claims Report
   ii. VC3/KnowBe4 Security Report
c. Council Follow Up List
   i. Budget Update
d. DPS Activity Report
e. Special Events
MOTION: Motion by Priest, supported by Kissel 
approving the consent agenda items as presented.  
ROLL CALL VOTE:	
Council Member Beebe	 Aye
Council Member Kissel	 Aye
Council Member Priest	 Aye
Mayor Pro-Tem Bates		 Aye
Mayor Voigt		  Aye
Motion Carried.
6. PUBLIC HEARINGS
a. None.
7. INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES
a. None.
8. GENERAL BUSINESS DISCUSSION
a. ATI Workstation Assessments and Ergonomic 
Training Proposal 
MOTION:  Motion by Beebe, supported by Bates 
to hire ATI to provide ergonomic training/stretching 
exercises for Police and Fire, at a cost of $1,090.00.
ROLL CALL VOTE:	
Council Member Beebe	 Aye
Council Member Kissel	 Aye
Council Member Priest	 Nay
Mayor Pro-Tem Bates		 Aye
Mayor Voigt		  Aye
Motion Carried.
b. Family Court Awareness Month Proclamation
MOTION: Motion by Kissel, supported by Beebe to 
proclaim October Family Court Awareness Month. 
ROLL CALL VOTE:	
Council Member Beebe	 Aye
Council Member Kissel	 Aye
Council Member Priest	 Aye
Mayor Pro-Tem Bates		 Aye
Mayor Voigt		  Aye
Motion Carried.
c. Konica Minolta printer lease

MOTION: Motion by Kissel, supported by Beebe to 
lease 4 copiers from Konica Minolta for City Hall. 
ROLL CALL VOTE:	
Council Member Beebe	 Aye
Council Member Kissel	 Aye
Council Member Priest	 Aye
Mayor Pro-Tem Bates		 Aye
Mayor Voigt		  Aye
Motion Carried.
d. Alley paving quotes
Council tabled this item, and asked administration to 
request bids for this project.
e. Tree Removal Quote – 543 Victorian Lane
Council tabled this item for review.
i.	 f. Cemetery Brush Removal Quote
ii.	Council tabled this item, and asked administration 

to request bids for this project.
iii.	g. Cemetery Tree Trimming Quote
iv.	Council tabled this item, and asked administration 

to request bids for this project.
v.	 h. Cemetery Tree Removal Quote
vi.	Council tabled this item, and asked administration 

to request bids for this project.
vii.	 i. Resolution 24-030 – Resolution 

Formally Adopting the 5-Year Parks Plan Refresh
MOTION: Motion by Kissel, supported by Bates to 
approve Resolution # 24-030, to formally adopt the 
5-Year Parks Plan Refresh. 
ROLL CALL VOTE:
Council Member Beebe	 Aye
Council Member Kissel	 Aye
Council Member Priest	 Aye
Mayor Pro-Tem Bates		 Aye
Mayor Voigt		  Aye
Motion Carried.
j. Resolution 24-031 – Resolution establishing regular 
elections in November of each even year commencing 
with the city election of November 2026
MOTION: Motion by Kissel, supported by Bates 
to approve Resolution # 24-031, to establish regular 
local elections in November of each even-numbered 
year, beginning in November of 2026. 
ROLL CALL VOTE:
Council Member Beebe	 Aye
Council Member Kissel	 Aye
Council Member Priest	 Aye
Mayor Pro-Tem Bates		 Aye
Mayor Voigt		  Aye
Motion Carried.
k. Authorization to sell the old street sweeper
MOTION: Motion by Bates, supported by Priest to 
authorize administration to sell the city’s former street 
sweeper.
ROLL CALL VOTE:	
Council Member Beebe	 Aye
Council Member Kissel	 Aye
Council Member Priest	 Aye
Mayor Pro-Tem Bates		 Aye
Mayor Voigt		  Aye
Motion Carried.
l. Authorization to increase legal costs for hazardous 
waste suit.
MOTION: Motion by Kissel, supported by Bates to 
authorize the city to increase legal costs pertaining to 
the current hazardous waste lawsuit, up to $15,000.
ROLL CALL VOTE:
Council Member Beebe	 Aye
Council Member Kissel	 Aye
Council Member Priest	 Aye
Mayor Pro-Tem Bates		 Aye
Mayor Voigt		  Aye
Motion Carried.
m. Vac Truck updated parts quote
Council tabled this item until a DOT inspection can 
be completed.
n. City Council Meeting date change – November 11 
to November 12 in observance of Veteran’s Day
MOTION: Motion by Bates, supported by Priest to 
change the date of the regular meeting of the City 
Council from November 11th to November 12th, in 
observance of Veteran’s Day.
ROLL CALL VOTE:	
Council Member Beebe	 Aye
Council Member Kissel	 Aye
Council Member Priest	 Aye
Mayor Pro-Tem Bates		 Aye
Mayor Voigt		  Aye
Motion Carried.
o. Resolution 24-032 – Resolution to Authorize the 

Agreement between the charter County of Wayne
MOTION: Motion by Priest, supported by Kissel to 
authorize an agreement with Wayne County to make 
improvements to Victory Park.
ROLL CALL VOTE:	
Council Member Beebe	 Aye
Council Member Kissel	 Aye
Council Member Priest	 Aye
Mayor Pro-Tem Bates		 Aye
Mayor Voigt		  Aye
Motion Carried.
9. ACCOUNTS PAYABLE AND 
DEPARTMENTAL EXPENDITURES
a. Accounts Payable
b. Departmental Expenditures
   1. Core and Main
MOTION: Motion by Bates, supported by Priest 
to approve Accounts Payable and Departmental 
Expenditures in excess of $500, as presented.
ROLL CALL VOTE:
Council Member Beebe	 Aye
Council Member Kissel	 Aye
Council Member Priest	 Aye
Mayor Pro-Tem Bates		 Aye
Mayor Voigt		  Aye
Motion Carried.
10. CITY MANAGER COMMENTS
a. Had a conversation with Davenport Brothers 
Construction regarding a location for a new City Hall.
b. Was able to get the cost of the Sany repairs down to 
just under $9,000.
c. DTE will be breaking ground this week at the 
Denton Rd. bridge to move the gas line underneath. 
During this time, access to Hillside Cemetery will be 
closed.
d. Jordan Edwards, who had been selected as the new 
DPW Director, chose to rescind his application.
e. Received the final SEMCOG Road Safety Audit 
report, stating that includes recommendations for a 
roundabout at 5-Points, as well as tabletop pedestrian 
crosswalks with push-button signals.
11. CITY COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS
a. Bates
  i. The SEMCOG report is valuable.
  ii. Loved seeing the Booville sign in place.
  iii. The fence at Victory Park looks fantastic.
  iv. Hopes residents appreciate the leaf pickup 
program returning.
  v. Thoughts and prayers with those dealing with the 
hurricanes in the Southern U.S.
b. Beebe
  i. No comments.
c. Priest
  i. Victory Park is looking great.
d. Kissel

  i. Doanes Landing is looking better.
  ii. Excited for the city newsletter to begin.
  iii. There is a Planning Commission meeting on 
Thursday at 7 p.m.
  iv. Building Department blueprints have mostly all 
been filed.
  v. Found documents at the DPW yard that were 
stored improperly and had to be destroyed due to 
irreversible damage.
  vi. The State of the Community Address will be held 
on Thursday morning.
12. MAYOR’S COMMENTS
a. Harvest Fest is this Saturday.
b. Thursday is the hearing regarding radioactive waste 
dumping, and will take place at the 3rd Circuit Court.
c. Happy that the Denton Rd. bridge construction is 
beginning.
d. The road construction on Church St. is going to be 
a major improvement.
e. The first edition of the city newsletter will be 
coming out soon.
f. Happy to see leaf pickup back.
g. Happy to see the Harbour Pointe road project in 
effect.
h. Happy that City Hall will be getting new copiers.
i. The sightline along the lake looks nice.
j. Appreciative of Council Member Kissel’s efforts to 
organize City Hall.
13. CITIZENS COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA 
ITEMS
a. Garrett Kissel
  i. Stated he is almost completed with paramedic 
school, and recently completed a certification of 36 
Paraprofessionals at Van Buren Public Schools in 
different life-saving techniques.
14. ACTION ITEMS FOR NEXT REGULARLY 
SCHEDULED MEETING
a. None.
15. ADJOURNMENT
MOTION: Motion by Bates, supported by Priest to 
adjourn at 9:19 PM.
No objections were noted.
Motion Carried.
Approved: Oct. 21, 2024
Published: Oct. 24, 2024

City of Belleville Public Notice

• Custom Design
   Jewelry
• Repairs
   on the Spot
• Watch
   Battery
   Change
• Buying
   Gold

504 Main Street, Belleville, MI 48111504 Main Street, Belleville, MI 48111

        734.444.2323734.444.2323  Tony Kayrouze
          tony@kayrouzejewelry.comtony@kayrouzejewelry.com

• Bridal Rings &
     Wedding Bands
• Creation Diamonds
• Natural Diamonds

KAYROUZE  JEWELRY
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BEST CHIMNEYBEST CHIMNEY
&& MASONRY CO. MASONRY CO.OUR 62OUR 62  ndnd

YEAR!YEAR!
OUR 62OUR 62  ndnd

YEAR!YEAR!

« CHIMNEYS BUILT, REPAIRED & CLEANED
« MASONRY WORK
« SCREENS INSTALLED
« TUCK POINTING
« GUTTERS
« RESIDENTIAL
« COMMERCIAL
« VIOLATIONS
    CORRECTED
« FLEXLINERS
« CERTIFICATIONS
    INSPECTIONS

Licensed & Insured
State Lic # 40800

Family Owned

Workers
Compensation
& General
Liability
to Protect
Homeowner

WE DO
PORCHES

(734) 242-2992
bestchimneyandroofing.com

Since
1962

FREE
Estimates

SCAN QR CODE FOR TICKET PAGE

T
H

E G
REATEST GALA ON EAR

TH

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 9TH
6:00PM - 10:00PM

THE BARONETTE RENAISSANCE
27790 NOVI RD
NOVI, MI 48377

GUIDING HARBOR PRESENTS

BACK, BY POPULAR DEMAND
CAMERON ZVARA: COMEDY
MAGICIAN & ENTERTAINER

FREE CONSULTATION
AND ESTIMATE

Lawn Care 
Snow Removal 
Mulching
Hedge/Tree Trimming

Spring/Fall Clean Up
Garden Bed Install
Hardscaping 
And Much More!

   Voters in the Nov. 5 General Election in the 
city of Belleville will consider four changes to 
the City Charter, which was written in 1982.
   At the end of the ballot is the Proposal Section 
and the following is on the city ballots.
   Proposal 1: A proposed amendment to Section 
5.3 (Regular Meetings) of the City of Belleville 
City Charter
   Currently, Section 5.3 of the City Charter 
requires that meetings of the City Council are 
held two times each month at 7:30 p.m. The 
proposed amendment requires City Council to 
set an annual schedule for its regular meetings 
by no later than the first meeting in December 
of the prior calendar year and allows the Mayor 
to cancel a meeting in the event a meeting has 
no scheduled agenda items.  
   Should this proposed amendment be adopted?
   Proposal 2: A proposed amendment to 
Section 5.7 (Rules) of the City of Belleville 
City Charter
   Currently, Section 5.7 of the City Charter 
requires a roll call vote for all matters acted 
on by the Council. The proposed amendment 
to Section 5.7 provides that a voice or roll 
call vote may be taken and recorded in the 
meeting minutes, except that votes related to 
the expenditure of City funds must be taken and 
recorded by roll call vote.

City of Belleville voters to consider 
four changes to charter on Nov. 5

   Should this proposed amendment be adopted?
   Proposal 3: A proposed amendment to 
Section 15.8 (Purchase Procedure) of the City 
of Belleville City Charter
   Currently, Section 15.8 of the City Charter 
requires that city purchases of more than $500 
require Council approval and that purchases 
of $5,000 or more require a formal bidding 
process. The proposed amendment would: 1) 
delete the section’s requirements for Council 
approval of purchases of more than $500 and a 
formal bidding process for purchases of $5,000 
or more, 2) require the Council to approve a 
policy by resolution that details purchasing and 
contracting procedures, price thresholds, and 
sources, and 3) change this section’s title from 
Purchase Procedure to Procurement Procedure.
   Should this proposed amendment be adopted?
   Proposal 4: A proposed amendment to 
delete Chapter 16 (Civil Service) of the City of 
Belleville City Charter
   Currently, Chapter 16 of the City Charter 
provides for a Civil Service structure and 
creation of a Civil Service Commission 
responsible for personnel administration. The 
proposed amendment deletes the Chapter in its 
entirety so that the City Manager is responsible 
for personnel administration.
   Should this proposed amendment be adopted?
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9800 BELLEVILLE RD., BELLEVILLE, MI  |  (734) 697-9161

SERVING BELLEVILLE

SINCE 1961.

VACANT MARIO ANN ROMULUS $33,000

4 PARCELS ON THE CORNER OF BEMIS
AND MARTINSVILLE. PRICED $40,000 and
$50,000 BUILDER SPECIAL for 3 LOTSJUDD ROAD SUMPTER TWP 2 AC $39,500

HURON TWP VAC ASH .87 ACRES $29,900

GLENN SILVENIS
www.MrSold.com

418 Main Street
Belleville, Michigan 48111 SELL PHONE (734) 740-3000

Office (734) 699-4000email: mrsold@mrsold.com
website: mrsold.com

CROSSROADS III

50540 BOG RD ONE HALF ACRE $55,000

Real Trends Rankings
Top 1% Nationwide

Prior #1, #2 and #3 RE/MAX
Agent Southeastern Michigan

Mayor City of Belleville
1987-1995

WILLIS & MARTINSVILLE 1.64AC $65,000
BELLEVILLE 3 RESIDENTIAL LOTS ONE
PRICE. TOTALING .41 ACRES WITH CITY
WATER AND SEWER AT STREET ACROSS
FROM BELLEVILLE LAKE NOW $49,000

GRANT & WAHRMAN 4 ACRES LT IND BY
METRO AIRPORT $250,000

HAGGERTY 1.5 AC VAN BUREN $70,000

WILLIS RD 1 AC SEWER & WATER $60,000

3 ACRES - COMMERCIAL CORNER AT
SUMPTER AND WILLOW NOW $150,000

VACANT LOUISA DREAM LOT $55,000

CORNER OF SHERWOOD & JUDD ROAD
SUMPTER TWP 1394X670 21 ACRES TO
FARM OR BUILD NOW $200,000
19+ ACRES BREST RD, TAYLOR RESIDEN-
TIAL DEVELOPMENT PROPERTY - PAVED
STREET NEAR INKSTER ROAD. $550,000

GRANT ROMULUS 1.8 AC LT IND $59,500 BROWNSTOWN 27102 DEBIASI $85,000

WE DON’T CHARGE WHAT THE OTHER BROKERS CHARGE - NO DOCUMENT STORAGE FEES NO COMPLIANCE FEES NO JUNK FEES

209 MAIN STREET, BELLEVILLE
IT’S A POSSIBLE AIR B&B 7,000+ Square Foot Build-
ing on High Traffic Main Street. Large Rooms, Finished Base-
ment and 6 plus Car Garage. $749,000 or Lease

13300 EDGEDALE, VAN BUREN TOWNSHIP
THIS IMPRESSIVE VICTORIANhome offers anopenfam-
ily room and dining room with Hardwood floors showcas-
ing the arched windows. 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms $279,900

6757 BELLEVILLE RD, VAN BUREN TOWNSHIP

13350 LAKEPOINT, VAN BUREN TWP

LARGE COLONIAL Features 4 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 2
Kitchens, On 5.88 Acres and a 2.5 Car Garage and 3.5 Car
Garage for the gardener or craft person. $378,000

UPDATED 2 Bedroom, 1 1/2 Bath Colonial Condo Pre-
mium Kitchen, Beautiful Hardwood and Half Bath, Upstairs
offers 21x12 Master Bedroom. Full basement $1,800 Month

20728 GRIFFIN COURT SUMPTER TWP
1 Acre, New Perc and New Survey, City Water
at Street and One Great Building Site $45,000

31 CLARENCE, BELLEVILLE
GREAT NEIGHBORHOOD. 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths 2
Ktchens, Finished Walkout Basement, Fireplace, Sunroom &
Large yard, 3 Car Garage & Additional separate lot $269,900

45716 VICTORIA, SUMPTER TWP
BEAUTIFUL VINYL SIDED COUNTRY RANCH Fea-
turing 3 bedrooms, 1 large bath, open kitchen, new furnace,
roof is 3 years old, built 1996. It’s a real clean dream. $175,000

13378 LAKE POINT, VAN BUREN TWP
LAKE POINT CONDO. 2 Bedrooms, 1 1/2 Baths, Large
Living Room, Open Kitchen, Full Basement, Doorwall to
Deck. New Listing and Priced to sell at $149,900

208 E HURON RIVER DR, BELLEVILLE
CITY OF BELLEVILLE BRICK RANCH with 3 Bed-
rooms, 1 1/2 Baths, Fireplace, Dining Area, Large Living
Room, Full Basement 1,385 Sq Ft Attached Garage $225,000

SOLD

PENDING


