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Mystery message to
Environmental chair

sent to attorney

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

At the Jan. 15 meeting of the Van Buren
Township Environmental Commission,
chairman Norm DeBuck said he had
received a strange e-mail that concerned
him.

He handed over his cell phone to Director
of Public Services Larry Luckett for him to
read the message.

Then, township board liaison Trustee
Donald Boynton asked to see the message
and the phone was handed over to him.

They agreed it should not be discussed
publicly, but should be turned over to the
township attorney.

At the Dec. 18 meeting, Director of
Municipal Services Ron Akers informed
the commission that the township’s
attorney advised against openly discussing
the ongoing lawsuit with Republic.

Akers said if any commissioners are
contacted by Republic’s legal counsel,
they should bring it to Director Akers’ or
Supervisor McNamara’s attention.

The subject of the message to DeBuck
was not discussed at the Jan. 15 meeting
and when asked by Trustee Boynton if he
knew the person who signed it, DeBuck
said he did not.

In other business at the 27-minute meeting
on Jan. 15, the commission:

* Heard Director Luckett explain that
he missed the last meeting and Director
Akers was present instead. Luckett said his
younger brother passed away and he went
to Dallas;

* Was informed by Luckett that he
purchased a light meter for the police to
use when a violation of the light ordinance
is being investigated. Commissioner
Tony Gibson explained that at a previous
meeting he complained about a light from
Moon Star Express trucking business that
is streaming onto Rawsonville Road. It is

(continued on page 6)

Independent photo by Rosemary K. Otzman
Thirty-fourth District Court Judge Lisa Martin, at left, officially swears in three members of the Belleville Area District Library Board
who were elected in November. From left are Alma Hughes-Grubbs, Joy Cichewicz, and Dr. Maria Jackson-Smith. The oaths were
taken on Jan. 14 before they were seated for their four-year terms. Board members serve without compensation.

Libraries ask Wayne County to pay for audit of penal fines

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

Representatives of the Belleville Area
District Library attended a recent meeting
at the Romulus Library where they were
invited to discuss owing money for penal
fines they were given by the state.

In December, the Belleville library was
informed it has been paid $139,087.48 too
much over the last ten years and needed
to pay it back. The problem was that the
Wayne County Treasurer’s office had been
using the wrong percentages.

The Library of Michigan had set a Jan. 31
deadline for libraries to say whether they
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would accept the proposed agreement.

At the regular meeting of the Belleville
Area District Library Board on Jan. 14,
library director Mary Jo Suchy reported
to the board that she and board president
Sharon Peters attended the Romulus
meeting.

Although the mistakes made at the Wayne
County level over ten years that went on to
the state level had some libraries getting
too much money for penal fines and some
getting too little, those at the Romulus
meeting were just those that were being
asked to give money back to the state.

No interest has been mentioned, she said.

Director Suchy said the consensus was
that the owing libraries were working
toward a settlement, not agreeing to the
state’s proposed agreement.

She said the consensus was that Wayne
County should conduct an audit of those
penal fines to make sure they are correct.

Suchy said the state agreement would
withhold upcoming penal fines over a
period of years and the overages would be
paid off that way. Or, she said, Belleville
has enough money to just pay it off all at
once, if the board decides to do so.

Suchy presented each board member with

(continued on page 3)

The Denton Road bridge
has been closed by
Wayne County for

844 days as of today.
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Affordable Rental Communities for Seniors
202 BELLEVILLE CO-OP
C@®P For over 75 years as a mission-driven non-profit, we exist solely to provide
csl SUPPHEE & DEVELOWPNENT the highest quality, affordable housing communities possible for seniors.

575 Sumpter Rd, Belleville

For more information call:

734-699-8676
M-W-F ogam-Noon

Amenities
®  100% Smoke free campus ®  Subsidized rent
®  Individual heating & cooling ®  Onssite laundry
®  Emergency in-unit pull cords ®  Transportation available
=11 2. www.csi.coop (800) 593-3052 DD (800) 348701 = 0 . |

Come visit us at our new location in downtown Belleville!
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perspective
v EYECARE

Dr Robert Kennedy, O.D.
240 Main Street Ty o
Belleville, M1 48111 Wednesday 9am-7pm

Thursday 9am-6pm

734.699.1010 Friday closed
Saturday by appointment
. . . Closed 1-2pm every day
Visit www.perspectiveeyecare.com to schedule online

White Pine

DENTAL HEALTH
Yourn Swmile Comes Finot!
Affordable, Kind, and Convenient.

Call Us Today: (734) 252-6002 187 Main Street, Downtown Belleville
www.WhitePineDentalHealth.com

Meet our Dentist: Dr. DeAngelo s.
Webster is an award-winning dentist, author,
and a University of Michigan graduate.

e Now Booking New Patients ¢

Open Evenings and Weekends
Family Friendly Dentist for Adults and Kids

KP& T AUTO SERVICE NOW OFFERING

RUSTPROOFING

Protect your

vehicle from N H atit's /
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snow and
road salt.

appointment PROTECT THE NEW, PRESERVE THE OLD!
today! - CARS, TRUCKS, SUVs & TRAILERS -
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SERVING BELLEVILLE & SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN!

BARNETT

L ROOﬁng and Siding, Inc. s
OVER 50 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

Roofing ¢ Siding * Flat Roofs
FREE ESTIMATES!

Now Turu Jan. 30, 2025
Receive Our CerTAINTEED Roor 4-S1AR

EXTENDED WARRANTY FoR FREE! CURRENT &

Past Miutary Memeers witl REcEIVE A
$250 Cnaseras Girr Cnrp!

Licensed & Insured

CALL (734) 397-8122

Visit us @ www.barnettroofing.com

41700 MICHIGAN AVE. —- CANTON
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(continued from page 1)

a huge packet of information on the penal
fines for all the libraries over the past ten
years.

She said the initial proposal is from the
Library of Michigan. But, some at the
meeting said the statue of limitations is six
years.

Board member Joy Cichewicz, who also
is a library director in Ypsilanti, asked if
the county has no responsibility for this
mistake?

Board president Peters said at the meeting
the Plymouth librarian brought forward the
idea of responsibility.

Peters said she brought up the idea that
the mistake should be shared fiscally by
Wayne County.

“None of the libraries in Wayne County
are responsible for this problem,” Peters
said.

It was noted that the Detroit Public Library
may be separated from the problem.

Newly sworn-in library board member
Dr. Maria Jackson-Smith asked how this
happened.

Suchy said it is her understanding that the
courts with circuit courts had their penal
fines distributed at their courts instead of
putting it in the big state library pot for
distribution countywide.

Suchy said all the discussions are in the
early stages but the consensus is for the
libraries to consider the state agreement,
the county has to pay for an independent
audit.

“There’s no guarantee this won’t
happen again,” Cichewicz said. “It is their
responsibility.”

Peters said some of the libraries don’t
think their numbers from the state are
correct.

“This is a good first step,” said board vice
president Linda Priest.

Cichewicz made the following motion,
which was seconded by treasurer Tonya
Stoudemire and passed unanimously:

“Motion to participate in a settlement
solution facilitated by the Library of
Michigan that addresses the miscalculation
of penal fines by Wayne County, provided
that:

* Wayne County agrees to pay for
an independent auditor to review all
payments to the Wayne County Treasurer
from the Courts and all payments to the
Wayne County Libraries to determine the
accurate penal fine disbursement numbers
from 2014 through 2024;

* And, to provide copies of the completed
audit to the Wayne County Libraries and to
the Library of Michigan.”

The State of Michigan website
explains: Michigan is the only state that
constitutionally mandates the use of penal
fines as a funding mechanism for libraries.

Michigan has enacted statutes requiring
that all fines collected for violations of
the state penal laws are paid to the local
county treasurer. The courts determine the
percentage of each fine/fee that comprise
“penal fines” and the percentage of each
fine/fee that comprise court “costs.” The
county treasurer receives the penal fines
collected by the courts in that county. The

county treasurer then distributes those
penal fines to eligible libraries within that
county on a per-capita basis using service
population numbers supplied by the
Library of Michigan.

There are 25 or 26 libraries in Wayne
County and this all started when one of the
libraries noticed the problem a few years
ago and investigated, Suchy said.

About a decade ago, someone with
institutional knowledge retired from Wayne
County and since then the libraries in the
county have been overpaid and underpaid
in court penal fines because the needed
percentages being used were wrong.

Peters said, “It will be interesting
negotiating with Wayne County.”

District Library Board gives 3.5% raise to Director Suchy

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

Belleville Area District Library Director
Mary Jo Suchy was given a 3.5% raise
in pay by the library j
board during its regular
meeting on Jan. 14. i

Board treasurer Tonya | }

Stoudemire, a member ;= Ll
of the  personnel ||§ @ £
committee, said I‘I.i_ A

inflation was 2.7% and =
the committee didn’t ¥
want to just keep up, -
but to give more.

This would be in addition to her 2024
salary of $99,158.

Personnel committee chairwoman Linda
Priest said director evaluation forms were
distributed in December to all board
members for the anonymous evaluations
of Suchy.

She read a three-page evaluation,
beginning by saying the comments showed
Suchy was performing her job at a very
high level.

Priest explained the completion on goals
for 2024 and plans for her new goals in
2025.

After the evaluation, board members
gave their own compliments to Suchy on
how she runs the library and interacts with
staff and visitors.

“Our director has institutional knowledge
and was deputy for a very, very long time
before becoming director,” board president
Sharon Peters said.

Suchy said she started in 1987, knowing
she would be working to get librarian
credentials, and she’s been here ever since.

Cichewicz said Suchy “is truly one of the
peremier directors in our state” and Priest
added, “It’s great to work with her. She
doesn’t make you feel stupid when you ask
a question.”

Suchy said, “They teach us in library
school there’s no such thing as a dumb
question.” She added, “I’'m in love with
this community.”

In other business at the Jan. 14 meeting,
the board:

* Heard treasurer Stoudemire present
the financial audit for 2023-24 by Alan C.
Young and Associates, which she said was
a clean audit. The total revenues on June
30, 2024 were $3,409,220 and the total
expenditures were $3,135,080. The fund
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Mary Jo Suchy

balance on June 30, 2023 was $6,017,000
and the fund balance on June 30, 2024 was
$6,291,140;

* Heard Suchy ask the board to make
adjustments to two parts of the salary
policy, increasing the maximum pay of a
director’s position to $99,600 and librarian
position to $60,320. Also, a library intern
position pay from $17 to a maximum of
$18. She said they weren’t hitting the top
figures in the policy until this year. The
board voted unanimously to make the
changes. She said the raises for staff are
going to be 3.5%;

* Heard Suchy announce the monthly
Memory Café for people having memory
difficulties and their caregivers has
become very popular. They frequently
work on an art project which is placed on
temporary display in the library lobby. She
said jazz nights resume at the library with
The Aston Neighborhood pleasure Club
on Wednesday, Jan. 29 at 7 p.m. February
features Elder Master Storyteller Ivory

More looking back:

Williams from the Detroit Association of
Black Storytellers on Wednesday, Feb.
5, at 6:30 p.m. “Michigan Roots, African
American Migration in Michigan” will be
presented at 6:30 p.m., Monday, Feb. 10,
by Rozlyn Kelly;

* Learned the new solo exhibit in the
atrium of the library are artworks in several
media, all by Danielle Whitehead. The
exhibit will be there for three months;

* Heard Peters urge board members to
attend the annual meeting of the Friends
of the Library at 11 a.m. on Jan. 25. “We
would not be where we are without the
Friends,” she said. Suchy added that the
Friends will be celebrating their 40" year;
and

* Learned the new stair treads have been
installed, children’s storytimes resumed
after the holiday break and “Game Day!
Game Day!” that was such a success during
the Belleville High School football season,
is being brought back for the basketball
season.

30 years ago, this is what was
happening in the tri-community

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

We are celebrating completion of our
30" year of publication by printing stories
from our earliest issues to show what was
happening in Belleville, Van Buren, and
Sumpter.

In our third issue of the Independent on
Jan. 19, 1995, which had 12 pages, our
front-page story was headlined: “Critics:
Cleanup plan moving too fast” and
concerned the cleanup of toxic Willow
Creek with much work to be done in Van
Buren Township.

A long story detailed the Department
of Natural Resources public hearing on
Jan. 12, 1995, that was held at Van Buren
Township Hall, but contained only a
handful of residents from VBT of the 150
present. VBT residents said the township
didn’t let them know about the hearing.

VBT officials said the township didn’t
put out any notices because the meeting
was being announced by the DNR.

Most of those present were public officials

and residents of Ypsilanti Township.
Ypsilanti Township Trustee Karen Lovejoy
Roe said her township tried to put inserts
in the weekly Ypsilanti Courier to alert
citizens, but they didn’t know how many
people get that paper.

Trustee Roe said the 30 days of public
comment, which was to end Jan. 23, was
not long enough.

She said she and others asked the DNR for
an extension of the public comment period
since the 2-inch-thick Proposed Remedial
Action Plan was put into the official
depository, the Ypsilanti District Library,
on Dec. 23 and then the next day the library
closed for 9 days for the holidays.

VBT property owner Marilyn Hieber
said she found out about the meeting by
accident after she found stakes behind her
property. She said it took eight calls to
VBT hall before she found out about the
project in her back yard.

The $70 million cleanup plan involves
Edison Pond on the north shore of

(continued on page 6)
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Editorial
Friends of Library
to celebrate 40
years of helping

Friends of the Belleville Area District
Library will celebrate their 40-year
anniversary on Saturday, Jan. 25, during
their annual membership meeting at 11
a.m. at the library. The public is invited
to attend to get to know the work of the
Friends and, perhaps, decide to join in to
help their work.

After the election of officers for the
year and a few brief annual reports, the
Friends will hear messages from local
officials on “Bridges,” specifically how the
library has bridged the way between the
municipalities.

Present will be State Rep. Reggie Miller,
Van Buren Township Supervisor Kevin
McNamara, Belleville Mayor Ken Voigt,
and an official from Sumpter Township.

Then there’s a pizza party and tour of the
library’s current art exhibit.

The Friends put on the two used-book
sales each year to earn money to help
provide items and services for the library.
There’s an area in the library where you
can buy used books throughout the year.

Friends also pay for or put on other
events at the library and offer support for
library services. Many of the library board
leaders throughout the years started out as
members of the Friends.

Board president Sharon Peters urged the
board and the public to support Saturday’s
event in appreciation for all the Friends do
for the library.

EXTRA THINGS | KNOW

On Jan. 15, a picture of Sam Veliu, the
owner of Sam’s Place in Belleville ,was
on the front page of The Detroit News.
Sam also owns a restaurant in Livonia.
The story was about rebuilding Livonia to
get a downtown and his restaurant would
probably get torn down, but he said he is for
arenewed Livonia.

He said he came from Albania.
skskok
Recently I heard on the scanner a 911 call
for help because a cat was stuck behind the
family’s water heater and couldn’t get out.

We have cats and I find it hard to believe
that the cat couldn’t get out if the family
just left the room and let it work at it. Just
the way you never find a dead cat in a tree.
They can get down and do if the family just
doesn’t get so hyper.

skskok
On an upcoming agenda of the Van Buren
Township Planning Commission we are
advised there will be consideration of a
Chick-Fil-A restaurant to be constructed on
the southern-most Menards outlot and a plan
to completely tear down and reconstruct the
McDonald’s restaurant on Belleville Road.
Both projects have made it through all the
staff reviews and are ready to come before
the planning commission for consideration.
skskok

While I was reading the Jan. 19, 1995
Independent to gather news from 30 years
ago to report in our “Looking Back” feature,
I found a story that was placed right next
to Marilyn Locke’s series on quilt blocks
in the Community Quilt that just had been
hung at the Fred C. Fischer Library. Marilyn
was chairperson of the quilt project, which
has 30 blocks, each showing a local site.
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...By Rosemary K. Otzman

She wrote 30 stories on the blocks, which
ran week by week.

The story next to the quilt series was about
how Diane Eissinger, a local glass artist, had
told fellow members of the Michigan Glass
Guild about the Belleville quilt and they
discussed how to do a similar community
project.

After the idea was published in the
Michigan Glass Guild newsletter, the
response was immediate. A representative
of the Dearborn Council for the Arts and the
Downriver Council for the Arts contacted
the guild and offered a grant to complete a
glass quilt for the Ronald McDonald House.

The Ronald McDonald House is a place
for parents of hospitalized children to stay.
Diane said stores who specialize in glass
offered their scrap bins free to artists who
will be working on the quilt.

Each glass artist was to do a square in
his or her specialty, whether it be hot, blown
glass, leaded, or fused glass. They also
plan to put together a brochure to explain
the blocks, the artists, and the techniques
similar to what Marilyn Locke did for the
Belleville Community Quilt.

sk
Last week’s scheduled meeting of
the Belleville Downtown Development
Authority was not held due to a lack of
quorum — that’s the number needed to make
the meeting official with just over half of
the members present.
The announcement of the canceled meeting

| 9 e et
— Hmm... not sure what's
EAST going on with Mrs. Finch

also contained the announcement that the
DDA chairperson, Alicia McGovern, had
resigned.

The Belleville City Council was scheduled
to meet on Tuesday instead of Monday this
week because of the Dr. Martin Luther
King, Jr. holiday. The original agenda sent
out for the Jan. 21 meeting included a bond
presentation by a Miller Canfield attorney
and a vote to approve an intent to bond for
up to $3.5 million for various city projects,
including rebuilding of the Horizon Park
boardwalk, water bank stabilization, and
road repairs. -

The bond or bonds
would also pay for the
bond attorney. The
attorney wouldn’t say
how much that would
be until the council
decided on how much ’
it wanted to bond for, according to the
paperwork in the original agenda packet.

On Tuesday morning, we got a notice from
the city that the bond attorney and the bond
vote were no longer on that night’s agenda.

We were quite surprised to see it there in
the first place since the council had barely
mentioned moving forward on bonds.
Once the council votes and its intention is
published in the newspaper of record (the
Independent), voters will have 45 days to
object.

kokok



January 23, 2025/Belleville Area Independent

Columbia Court
Apartments
275 W. Columbia * Belleville

For 1 Bedroom & Studio Apartments Only.
Accepting Applications for Individuals 62 & Older
H.U.D. Guidlines Apply
A Senior Facility of National Church Residences
Affordable Housing * Sec 8-202

Minutes From Shopping, Freeways & Restaurants

& 734-697-8200

JOE’S APPLIANCE

REPAIR

In-Home Service
Calls on Most
Major Appliances.

(734) 697-3206

For Classified Advertising, Display Advertising or News Tips.
One call does it all: 734-699-9020
The Belleville-Area Independent

CHINA KING

45915 S. 1-94 Service Dr., Belleville

Next to the Belleville Post Office
(734) 699-1550

See our menu online at:
chinakingbelleville.com

LUNCH ¢ DINNER
FRIDAY & SATURDAY 11:00AM - 10:00PM
Best Buffet Around! SUNDAY 11:30AM - 9:00PM

DeLivery AvaiLaeLe THru UBER EATS, GRUBHUB & DOOR DASH!
BEER & WINE AVAILABLE - DRIVE-THRU PICKUP

HOTSPOT

OPEN HOURS
MONDAY - THURSDAY  1:00AM — 9:00PM

i CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS & ADVISORS
Belleville Tax & Accounting Service, Inc.

Fomerly Known as

w5 - .
Lance Siemen, Susheel Saini, Denise W. Baker, Gayl Parr,
CPA, CFE, CFF, CAMS CPA MSA, CPA CPA

Full Service Accounting Firm for Business & Individuals
* Business Accounting & Financial Statements
e Payroll Services
* Business and Personal Tax Returns
* Business Advising and Start-Up Consultation
 Audits, Reviews & Compilations Visit our website

Call Us Today!
(734) 697-8000

All major credit cards accepted 152 Main Street

Visa | (S R: = (in The Professional Building)
‘E’Vf’le Belleville, Ml 48111

Senior citizens can get
help with water bill

To the editor:

Sumpter Township currently uses a base
rate when charging its residents for their
water usage. In some instances, that base
rate may be higher than the amount of water
actually used, resulting in a higher water
bill.

To help residents who are at least 65 years
of age, and who own or are purchasing their
own residence, Sumpter Township offers
an exemption, which insures that those
residents only pay for the amount of water
they actually use.

To claim that exemption, the resident needs
to fill out a very simple SENIOR CITIZEN
AFFIDAVIT and show a driver’s license or
other form of identification.

This exemption is only for those seniors
who get their water from the township and
does not apply to those who may get their
water from a mobile home park or through
other outside sources.

In addition to the above township program,
there is also a utility and water assistance
program from Wayne County for those who
qualify.

You can pick up the SENIOR CITIZEN
AFFIDAVIT form and information on
the Wayne County assistance program at
township hall, located at 23480 Sumpter
Rd., where the courteous and knowledgeable
employees will be glad to help.

If you want the forms and information
mailed to you, or dropped off at your
residence, along with water-conservation
and energy-saving tips, email randbryce6@
gmail.com or call (734) 358-2823 between
the hours of 9 a.m. And 6 p.m.

Randall Miller
Sumpter Township resident

Friends meeting to
feature local officials

To the editor:

You are cordially invited to the Friends of
the Belleville Area District Library Annual
Membership Meeting at 11 a.m. Saturday,
Jan. 25, in the Cozadd Room of the
Belleville library. Members of the Friends
and the public are invited to attend.

The Friends of the Library are celebrating
the 40th year since its inception in 1984.
There will be a short business meeting to
give annual reports and elect officers for

KAREN'S
2 ¥.1¢ 2

A Salon
For Everyone

36968 Huron River Drive

New Boston, Michigan
Appointments & Walk-ins Welcome

7T3A4-753-9130
OpPeN: Tues.- Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-3
ANNOUNCEMENT
Karen’s Place has a new Nail Tech.
Call Lexi for an appointment today!
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2025.

“Building Bridges” will be the theme
for the meeting, highlighting honored
guests: Reggie Miller, 31st District State
Representative; Kevin McNamara, Van
Buren Twp. Supervisor; Ken Voigt, City
of Belleville Mayor; and a dignitary from
Sumpter Twp.

The officials have been asked to give
their views on how the library has been a
connecting bridge for the tri-communities
over the years.

A pizza party and tour of the library’s
current art collection will follow the
program. Come and find out what the
Friends have to offer the community and
how you can help out.

Friends of Belleville Area District Library

Open your home to a
foreign exchange student

To the editor:

World Heritage International Student
Exchange Program (WH), a non-profit,
public benefit organization, is seeking local
families to host foreign exchange students
this coming school year.

World Heritage students come from
a variety of countries worldwide: Italy,
Denmark, Spain, France, Germany,
Ukraine, Japan, Australia, to name just a
few. They are between the ages of 15 and 18
years, and they are enthusiastic and excited
to experience American culture, family life,
school, sports. etc.

They also love to share their own culture
and language with their host families, who
welcome the students into their home,
not as a guest, but as a family member,
giving everyone involved a rich cultural
experience.

Host families may be single parents,
couples and single persons.

The exchange students have pocket money
for personal expenses and full health,
accident, and liability insurance. World
Heritage students are carefully selected
based upon academics and personality,
and host families choose their student
from different backgrounds, countries and
personal interests.

World Heritage also offers qualified
American students the opportunity to learn
another language and culture by spending a
school year, semester or a summer with a
host family in another country.

If interested in hosting an exchange student
or becoming an exchange student abroad,
please call me at 1-800-888-9040, visit
www.world-heritage.org or send an email
to info@world-heritage.org to request more
information or start the application process.

Students are eager to learn about their
American host family, so begin the process
of welcoming your new son or daughter
today. The memories and the relationship
you create with your exchange student will
stay with you forever.

Debra Garbon, program director
World Heritage

1-800-888-9040
info@world-heritage.org
www.world-heritage.org
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Environmental

(continued from page 1)

very strong and when it is raining at night
it interferes with safe driving. The light
will be checked out and maybe can be
repositioned, Luckett said;

* Heard DeBuck ask if there are any
plans for the widening of Rawsonville
Road since it is solid traffic in the morning
and evening. Rawsonville is a traffic artery
and it should be done. Luckett said he has
an upcoming meeting with Wayne County
about road projects and he will ask about
it. Trustee Boynton said he will check with
SEMCOG and Washtenaw County, since
Washtenaw maintains Rawsonville Road,
the border line between Washtenaw and
Wayne counties;

* Heard Luckett announce the Huron

River Watershed Council is seeking
volunteers for a Jan. 18 count of winter
stoneflies which will indicate water quality
throughout the watershed;

* Learned from DeBuck that he was able
to put winter fertilizer on his sod fields
this winter, after being unable to do so last
winter because it was too warm. He said
you can’t drive the fertilizer spreaders on
the ground when it’s not frozen because
then it leaves tracks on the sod;

* Heard Boynton reply, when asked
about housing starts in the township,
that housing is going pretty well and
developers are completing subdivisions
that are uncompleted;

* Heard Luckett report that work continues
on the Denton Road Bridge and they hope
to have it completed by this time next
year. DTE has completed its portion of the

Looking back
(continued from page 3)

Belleville Lake and a possible toxic landfill
on the North [-94 Service Drive in VBT.

The story said everyone wants to see a
cleanup of the Willow Run Creek, but
several chemists questioned the methods
proposed by Conestoga-Rovers, Ltd, a
Canadian firm with offices in Romulus.

The firm was hired as a consultant by
the parties potentially responsible for
the pollutions: General Motors, Ford
Motor, the Ypsilanti Community Utilities
Authority, Ypsilanti Township, Wayne
County, Chrysler Corporation and the
University of Michigan.

A high concentration of PCBs and a
host of heavy metals and other toxins
polluted Willow Creek, which empties
into Belleville Lake, starting in 1942. The
chemicals came from wastewater treatment
systems at the Willow Run Bomber Plant.
The creek was last used to deposit sludge
in 1964.

Now there is a thick mat of vegetation
covering toxic sludge up to 15 feet thick.

Although authorities have been studying
the problem since 1978, the pending
International Tradeport zone around
Willow Run Airport has put the cleanup on
a fast track.

Promoters of Tradeport fear businesses
will not want to be a part of the project
if the Willow Creek pollution problem
is given federal Superfund designation,
which is threatened.

The potentially responsible parties are
voluntarily paying for the cleanup, but

work must begin by September to avoid
Superfund.

Sites slated for dredging include a lagoon
and Tyler Pond in Ypsilanti Township near
Willow Run Airport and Edison Pond,
which is surrounded by Van Buren Park
on three sides and a residenial area on the
fourth.

In addition, since Conestoga-Rovers
proposes on-site landfilling of the sludge, a
toxic landfill is to be constructed. There are
three sites proposed, two of them in Van
Buren Township.

To clean up Edison Pond, the sludge is
to be trucked out the VBT Park entrance
on Old Denton Road to the on-site landfill
north of I-94 and will take a route from Old
Denton west on the South Service Drive to
Rawsonville Road and north to the landfill.

Also, in the Jan. 19, 1995 paper there
were the following stories:

* “Belmont Manor tenants voice concerns
over apartments,” where people who live
in the Belleville apartment complex say
they cannot get the management company
to act on their concerns, such as frost on
the inside walls of their apartments and
heating problems. Tenants said they have
had no success going through the proper
channels, so they are bringing them to
public attention by going to the Belleville
City Council. Mayor Glenn Silvenis
directed City Manager Reid Charles to
look into the problems. Mayor Silvenis
said the problem at Belmont is one of the
reasons the city is tightening up the rental
codes.

* Belleville City Council hired McKenna
Associates to put together a recreation plan

(continued on page 8)
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project and contractor E.C. Korneffel has
mobilized on the bridge. They completed
asbestos abatement and started bridge
removal;

* Heard DeBuck say he would like to see
“waterfall lights” as a part of the holiday
light display on the entry into the township.
He saw them in Colorado and put some
on his house. He said it would be nice to
welcome people into the township with
these special lights;

» Heard Commissioner Jill Yob said
she tried out for a part in a dinner theater
presentation of “Murder at the Pie
Auction” to run March 8 and 9 at the Black
Box Theater at the township community
center. She said she got a small part and is
delighted to be a part of it all; and

* Heard Commissioner Ron Merritt talk
about the horrible road conditions on Mott
Road between Denton and Dellor. He said
he went to see a friend and got a flat tire
after hitting a hole that was two-feet deep.

He said people are driving onto lawns to
avoid the holes in the road and one hit a
German Shepherd pet, who now has just
three legs.

In the approved minutes from the Dec. 18
meeting, Director Akers gave updates on
the following projects:

* Ashley Capital is building a few new
buildings off of the site on Haggerty Road;

* DTE is building an addition to its
building on Haggerty Road;

* McDonalds on Belleville Road is going
through site plan review to knock down the
building and rebuild it;

* Chick-fil-A has an application submitted
for a site in front of Menards;

» Zippy Car Wash has started work in
front of the Van Buren Urgent Care on
Belleville Road; and

» Camping World completed its site work
and now is doing work on the inside of the
building.

Keith Dudek : Owner
11681 Rawsonville
Belleville, Ml 48111

Dudek Heating & Coolmg

Service and Installation

Licensed and Insured - Free Estimates * Furnaces - Boilers
Air Conditioning - Duct Work - Humidifiers - Water Heaters
Generators - Electrical - Plumbing

Office: (734) 461-6165
Cell: (734) 730-9733

Somebody just added a new dog to their home —

Who needs help with training?

Two different hands-on “basic” classes are now forming to help vou train your dog.
And while the local five-week schedule is largely the same for both “beginners™ and
key differences make all the difference.
discussion of what is likely to work best for you — and your new best friend!

“puppies,”

& Next Beginner Class (6:30pm-7:
January 28 thru February 25, 2025

& Next Puppy Class (7:00pm-8:00pm)
February 26 thru March 26, 2025
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NEW CUSTOMERS GET

RELIABLE-AUTO-MECHANIC-SALE
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' 1 10% OFF YOUR TOTAL BILL |
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Disc BRAKE SPEcCIAL | | 1 LET'S GET READY FOR WINTER'

Call me today for a no-obligation

presented by Janet Deaton
Certified Dog Trainer

Jan:*tk_,dngah,' anet.com .-*W‘"r?a..l 6041720

SENIORS, VETERANS & !
ACTIVE MILITARY TAKE ,

WITH COUPON * LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 2-27-25 Bm

Premium Paps & RoTORS,

INcLuDES LABOR, STARTING AT $300 !
Most Cars. Restrictions Apply.

1 | Belts, Hoses, Ete.

WITH COUPON + LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 2-27-25 BA‘I 1
[}

50 South Street at 5- Pomts, Belleville » 734-325- 7065

Open Monday - Friday 8am - 6pm

! VEHICLE CHECK $ 49 99 '

WITH COUPON + LONNIE'S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 2-27-25
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SERVING BELLEVILLE, SUMPTER TownsHIP & VAN BUREN TownsHIP For Over 41 YEARS

David C S zowr
Suncral Slome

Live ~ Laugh ~ Love < Remember

David C. Brown, Founder ¢ Shelly A. Brown-Chudzinski, Manager

(734) 697-4500

C

www.DAVIDCBROWNFH.com

Complete Line of Monuments & Markers.

460 E. HURON RIVER DR., BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

Patronize Our Advertisers!
They are the ones who give
you this free paper!
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BELLEVILLE FIRST UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

Moving forward 417 Charles

in Christ together! Sunday 10am

bellevillefirstumc.org 734.697.9288

Sunday Worship at 9:30am. Bible Study &
refreshments after Worship.

FAITH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
6020 Denton Road
Belleville, M1 48111 (734) 483-2276
www.faithchurchdenton.org

BELLEVILLE
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
Saturday Mornings
Bible Study 10:00 Worship 11:30
89 South Edgemont
bellevillesda.com

Ridge Road Church of Christ

1770 Ridge Road, Ypsilanti, MI 48198
Sunday Bible Study 10 AM, Worship Service 11 AM
Sunday Evening Worship 6 PM and
Wednesday Bible Study 7:30 PM
www.ridgeroadcoc.org (734) 485-2930

BELLEVILLE PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

11900 Belleville Road
Service and Sunday School
10:00 a.m.

RIVER OF LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
16650 Sumpter Rd., Belleville, MI 48111
All services are open to in person or live stream.
Sunday Morning Worship @ 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Adult, Youth & Children @ 7 p.m.
Visit rol-ag.com  (734) 699-6700

= BETHANY

810 E. HURON RIVER DR. BELLEVILLE, MI | 734.697.7456
Sunday | Adult Bible Fellowship & Children’s Sunday
School 9:45am | Morning Worship 11am
Wednesday | Kids & Teens 6:45pm | Bible In Action 7pm
Visit bethanybiblechurch.com for more info

ST. ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH
409 W. Columbia Avenue (734) 697-1211
= Saturday Mass: 6:00pm
* Sunday Masses: 8:30am & 10:30am
* Mondays: 6:30pm Adoration

www.stanthonybelleville.com

SUNDAYS @ 10 A.M.
Connect Classes
11 a.m. Sunday Worship

WEDNESDAYS @ 6 P.M.
$.0.S. Recovery & Support Group

‘WEDNESDAYS @ 7 P.M.
Bible Study & Youth Groups

894 E. Huron River Dr.
Belleville

aith

Commumnity Chaerch
PEACH v

JOIN US IN PERSON, ONLINE &
FOLLOW US ON Ei

COMPELCT = SEWE

WouLD YOU LIKE TO HAVE
YOUR CHURCH LISTED IN
THIS DIRECTORY?
CALL ADVERTISING
MANAGER JANET MILLARD
AT 734-699-9020 TODAY!

Alan Lee (Rouster)
Czaplicki

ALAN LEE CZAPLICKI

(December 26, 1945 — January 18, 2025)

Alan Lee (Rouster) Czaplicki, age 79, of
Belleville, MI, passed away on January 18,
2025, at his home surrounded by his family. He
was born on December 26, 1945, in Detroit, MI,
to Adolph Czaplicki and Lois Bevelhymer. After
his high school years, he met and married Susan
and they spent 50 wonderful years together. He
worked for Ford Motor Company for 31 years
as a welder and driver. Alan also loved to golf
and would invite many friends to join him in
his love of golfing. He was also a great artist
making many of the banners for the city. Alan
enjoyed his retirement in 2004, which he put
to good use, helping mentor the Bethany Bible
Awana children. He had great perseverance in
his life, and it showed in all he lived through.
Most of all Alan loved the Lord and was a very
faithful servant.

Alan is survived by his loving wife, Susan
Czaplicki of Belleville, MI; his siblings,
Claudia (Rick) Zawacki of Farmington Hills,
MI, Denise (Dennis) Smylie of Northville, MI,
William (Gretchen) Rouster of Ypsilanti, MI,
Ted (Irene) Rouster of Van Buren Twp., and
Faith Rouster of Willoughby, Ohio; his sister-
in-law, Nancy Snyder of Harrison Twp., MI; his
great friend, Mike (Linda) Aimone of Belleville,
MI; as well as many nieces, nephews, cousins,
friends and neighbors.

He was preceded in death by his parents,
Adolf Czaplicki, Lois Bevelhymer, and LeRoy
Rouster, and two brothers-in-law, Rodney
Sopha and David Snyder.

A visitation has been planned for Saturday,
January 25, 2025, from 10 a.m. until 12 p.m.,
with a 12 p.m. service led by Garrett Nimmo
at the David C. Brown Funeral Home, 460 E.
Huron River Drive, Belleville, MI, 48111.
Burial will follow at Tyler Cemetery in Van
Buren Township. www.davidcbrownfh.com

One Call Does It All...
...At The Independent
734-699-9020

CREMATION

$995.00 complete
NO Hidden Service Fees

(800) 331-5051

DUZAK Funeral &
Cremation Center, Inc.

Southeast Michigan’s Lowest
Cremation Cost Provider
Since 1977

www.duzakcremation.com
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PH
(September 3, 1941 — January 18, 2025)
Phyllis (Taylor) Stiltner, of Westland,
Michigan, age 83, passed away on January
18, 2025, at Trinity Hospital surrounded by
her family. She was born on September 3,
1941, in Fredricktown, Missouri to Harley
and Delphia (Anthony) Reeves. After her high
school years, she married and began her family,
raising five children and being an involved and
loved grandmother, as well. Phyllis had a sassy
and fun personality. She attended the Ridge
Road Church of Christ for many years. Phyllis
loved to sew and color in her spare time. She
also loved music, but most of all she loved her
family, and it showed. She will be truly missed.
Phyllis is survived by her children, Jimmy
(Tina) Taylor of Belleville, MI, Johnny
(Theresa) Taylor of Belleville, MI, Joseph
(Yolie) Taylor of Ypsilanti, MI, Jack (Kelli)
Taylor of Belleville, MI and Judy (Mike)
Samons of Ypsilanti, MI, 18 grandchildren, 32
great-grandchildren (with one on the way), and
1 great-great grandchild, as well as many nieces,
nephews, cousins, friends and neighbors.

She was preceded in death by her
parents, husband James Taylor, second husband
Eugene Stiltner, her siblings: Virginia, and sister
in infancy and her half-brothers, Art, Curtis and
Victor and her half-sister, Rosemona.

A visitation has been planned at David C. Brown
Funeral Home, 460 E. Huron River Drive,
Belleville, Michigan on Thursday, January 23,
2025, from 4 pm until 8 pm and a visitation
before the funeral service on Friday, January
24,2025 at 9:30 until the service time of 10:30
a.m., Pastor Randy Weaks will officiate, a burial
will follow at Knollwood Cemetery in Canton,
MI.

LAEL HOPE JACKSON

(December 7, 1936 — January 15, 2025)

Age 88, of Van Buren Township. Survived by
daughters Virginia Genter, Rosie McCloskey,
Rachael Jackson; son Robert Rieger;
grandchildren; great-grandchildren. Cremation
rites have been accorded. Arrangements by
David C. Brown Funeral Home.
www.davidcbrownfh.com

FRANKLIN ODELL RICE

(February 8, 1943 — January 12, 2025)

Age 81, of Belleville. Survived by five
children Paul, Rhonda, Ron, Julie, Melanie; 13
grandchildren; 13 great-grandchildren; good
friend Iwilla Moody. Service was Jan. 17 at
LifePointe Church. Arrangements by David C.
Brown Funeral Home, Belleville.
www.davidcbrownth.com

Read The Newspaper

On The Web!
The Belleville-Area

Independent Website
is Online! Visit us @
bellevilleareaindependent.com)
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On Jan. 17, the Twisted Willow Soap Company, 331 Main St.,

Looking back

(continued from page 6)

that would make the city eligible for more
than $500,000 in state recreation grants for
a five-year period. The council plans to go
to the Downtown Development Authority
for reimbursement for the $6,500 project.

* More than 175 people packed the
Van Buren Township Hall for the Jan. 17
regular township board meeting to support
the reinstatement of Jennifer Delano as
director of the September Days Senior
Center. More than 50 people stood along
the walls of the meeting room and spilled
out into the hallway. Delano was fired after
3.5 years on the job. Township Supervisor
David Jacokes and Community Services
Director Michael Long repeated there were
deficiencies in the program, but the seniors
wouldn’t listen.

* In the “Extra Things I Know” column,
we wrote about the Ann Arbor News doing
a story about the Independent, which

SpeciaLizivg iv Larae anp Hazarpous RemovaLs

PROFESSIONAL
TREE SERVICE

24 HR. EMERGENCY SERVICE
Tree TRIMMING & REMOVAL
Stump & SHRUBBERY REMOVAL
CRANE SERVICE * FIREWOOD
FuLLy INSURED * FREE ESTIMATES
Senior CiTizen Discount
EMERGENCIES &
BELLEVILLE AREA
Call Joe (734) 664-9285
71 0% OFF MENTION AD
Call Tom (734) 864-2243‘

touched off a string of radio reports in
Ann Arbor, WAAM news shows carried
my comments and [ was interviewed live
on the stations Morning Show. It sure is a
lot of fuss over a free, tabloid newspaper
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Independent photo by Janet Millard
held its grand opening with a Belleville Area Chamber of Commerce
Ribbon Cutting. Present, from left, were Bronwyn Sawdey, Lynette James, Ian Under, Joey King, Samatha Jensen, Bill Dion, Steve
Jones, LeAnn Crouch, Erin Dion, Janine Houle, Dinara Strikis, Colette McClinton, Kevin Martin, Randy Brown, Sarah Warring, Carrie
Castino, Nancy Gladstone, and Jessy Harper.

Marjorie Kauth Karjala of Van Buren
Township for a balanced, fair report on the
birth of our paper.

We will publish more history from 30
years ago as space allows.

in the 48111 area. When I asked the radio
show producer what the big deal was about
a newspaper in a town that is covered by
four others, he replied, “When you start
a newspaper from scratch, that’s news.”
We thanked Ann Arbor News Reporter

One Call Does It All...
...At The Independent
734-699-9020

GCASH FOR YOUR HOME
ANY CONDITION OK
CALL US AND GET YOUR PRICE.
AERO REALTY
35890 GODDARD
ROMULUS, Ml 48174
313-402-0187 or 734-941-4595
P PP T F PSP TP TP HSHHHHSHS

WE’RE OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY, 8AM-6PM
Schedule Your Appointment Today!

AMC -

\ ' VAN BUREN |

A NI MAL
MEDICAL

CENTER

ANIMAL MEDICAL CENTER of VAN BUREN
Scott Driscoll, DVM Keri Dasher, DVM
491 Sumpter Reoad, Belleville, Ml 48111

134-699-6510
www.amcvanburen.com

MEET LOLA!

Lola’s journey has brought her
full circle. Originally adopted from
FMAR as a kitten, she was recently
surrendered back to us when her
owner faced health challenges
and could no longer care for her.
Understandably, Lola is feeling a bit
lost and unsure of her surroundings.

This sweet girl has been spending
much of her time hiding, but don’t
let that fool you—once you take the
time to get on herlevel and show her
some love, she melts right into your
hands, revealing the affectionate
cat she truly is. Lola just needs a
patient and loving home where she
can come out of her shell at her
own pace.

Lola is also front-declawed, so
she’ll need a safe indoor-only home
where she can feel secure. She’s
in need of a little help to regain her
healthiest self as well. Lola has put
on a bit of extra weight and needs
to lose about 6 pounds to feel her
best and comfortably groom herself
again. In fact, we had to shave
her back when she first returned
because she couldn’t reach it on
her own.

With time, love, and a bit of support
on her weight-loss journey, Lola is
sure to blossom into the confident,
cuddly companion she’s meant to
be. Could you be the one to help
her write the next chapter of her
story?

Friends of Michigan
Animals Rescue
91299 Arkona Road
Belleville, MI 48111
734-461-9458

www.friendsofmichigan.org
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- FREE Teeth Brushing

- Upgraded Shampoo
& Conditioner,
- Paw Treatme

(A 550 value with any Fullt
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P0G SEDOMINE

“Serving the Belleville and Van Buren community for
over 20 years with quality and caring service.”

CROWNS * ROOT CANALS * EXTRACTIONS * FILLINGS )
WHITENING « BONDING « DENTURES (SOFT & FLEXIBLE)

A L d HEALTHY KIDS DENTAL| . %' "? .
Affordable Prices!

Accepting Blue Cross Complete,
SENIOR & MILITARY Molina, WeIIcare, Meridian &
DISCOUNTS

Medicaid!

SAME DAY DENTURE REPAIRS 734_697_5477

Immediate Dentures and 781 Sumpter Rd. Belleville
Flippers Available.

CONLTEEITAE AT S0 - NE PATIENT 51109 <.

WITH COUPON COUPON &X Rays |

NEW YEAR
NEW PRESIDENT...

NEW
INSURANCE LAWS!

Do you know what’s

(IN BELLE PLAZA)

changing with your insurance?

| can help - FREE consultations!

————

akets

Connor Messina

CMessina@HealthMarkets.com
248-210-9192
186 Main Street, Belleville

Things to do in the
Belleville area...

* Friday, Jan. 24 — Potato Pancake
Dinner from 4:30 to 7 p.m. at St. John’s
Lutheran Fellowship Hall, 28320 Waltz
Rd., New Boston, (734) 654-6366. Dinner
ticket is $15. Carry-out dinners begin
at 5:30 p.m. Features: All-you-can-eat
homemade potato pancakes, sausage,
applesauce, dessert, and beverages.

¢ Friday, Jan. 24 — Dinner, 5 p.m. until
gone at the Van Buren Eagles, 3996, 9961
Beck Rd. Also, meat raffle at 6:30 p.m.

e Friday, Jan. 24 — Pvt. James D.
Donovan VFW Post 78, 39270 W. Huron
River Dr., Romulus, is back with Tacos and
Margs from 5 to 7 p.m. Proceeds to benefit
the Building Fund. (734) 941-3030

* Saturday, Jan. 25— Annual membership
meeting of Friends of the Belleville Area
District Library, 11 a.m. Theme of the
meeting is “Building Bridges” and the
public is invited.

e Saturday, Jan. 25 — President’s Fund
Raiser at the Van Buren Eagles, 3996,
9961 Beck Rd. Doors open at 5 p.m.,
dinner at 6 p.m. DJ/Karaoke Mix Anthony
Richendollar at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $25
each. Raffles, silent auction, 50/50s to raise

BB NG
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I
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 MARKET

MAY 3RD

SATURDAY -9 AM - 2PM

WCCco
TED SCOTT CAMPUS
9555 HAGGERTY ROAD
BELLEVILLE, MI 48111
FOR MORE INFORMATION EMAIL:
SWANKYLADYDETROIT@GMAIL.COM
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funds for Inspirit Salon and Spa which
offers services to support patients during
and after cancer treatment.

e Friday, Jan. 31 —Dinner, 5 p.m. until
gone at the Van Buren Eagles, 3996, 9961
Beck Rd. Also, Trivia with DJ to follow at
7:30 p.m.

* Friday, Jan. 31 — A Night of Family
Feud provided by the Auxiliary at Pvt.
James D. Donovan VFW Post 78, 39270
W. Huron River Dr., Romulus, (734) 941-
3030. Doors open at 6 p.m.; game starts at
7 p.m. Up to six players per team, $5 per
player. Bring snacks to share at your table;
drinks can be purchased in the club room.

* Sunday, Feb. 2 — St. Anthony Men’s
Club 55" annual raffle, drawing between
2-3 p.m., St. Anthony Parish Center, 409
W. Columbia Ave., Belleville. $10,000
grand prize, need not be present to win. 2"
prize is $1,000 and 3", 4", and 5" prizes
are $500 each. Only 300 tickets printed.
If fewer than 250 tickets sold, raffle will
revert to a 50/50 format with five prize of
40%, 4%, and 2%. Contact: Pete Pitzen,
(734) 699-8563.

¢ Friday, Feb. 7 — Dinner, 5 p.m. until
gone at the Van Buren Eagles, 3996, 9961
Beck Rd. Also, DJ/Karaoke Mix Anthony
Richendollar at 7:30 p.m.

¢ Friday, Feb. 14 — Dinner, 5 p.m. until
gone at the Van Buren Eagles, 3996, 9961
Beck Rd. Also, meat auction at 6:30 p.m.
and two-person band, Flaunt Love

* Sunday, Feb. 16 — Ypsilanti Symphony
Orchestra at 3:30 p.m. at Lincoln High
School Performing Arts Center, 7425 Willis
Rd., Ypsilanti. Tickets are $12 for adults,
$6 for students/ seniors/children, and $30
per family. www.ypsilantisymphony.org

* Friday, Feb. 21 —Dinner, 5 p.m. until
gone at the Van Buren Eagles, 3996, 9961
Beck Rd. Also, Trivia with DJ to follow at
7:30 p.m.

Correction:
It should be Aaron Lang

The name of Aaron Lang was misspelled
in a school board story on page 3 in last
week’s paper. There is no “e” on the end
of his last name. We apologize and regret
the error.

-- Rosemary K. Otzman, editor

= MILTON'S

- Transfer to Milton's TODAY

Pharmacy

< MILTON'S



Page 10

More Letters

Food need in community
continues to grow

In 2024, the Emergency Food Closet
housed at Belleville First United Methodist
Church, 417 Charles St., served 328
families with an increase of 54 families
over 2023.

2,352 bags of food and refrigerator items
including a meat, a lunchmeat, a dairy
product, a loaf of bread and a 4-roll pack
of toilet paper were given out. We had 207
new clients; 44% of our families were aged
60+.

Everyone receives food on his/her first
visit. To continue to receive food, a referral
is needed and one must be a resident of Van
Buren and Sumpter townships or the city
of Belleville. Referrals can come from a
school social worker, a pastor, a physician,
a health agency, or the Salvation Army.

In 2024, due to the increase in food
costs and the number of clients, food was
distributed bi-monthly. The food closet is
open every Tuesday and Wednesday from
10 am. to 1 p.m. If Van Buren Public
Schools are closed due to weather, then the
food closet will also be closed.

When the food closet is closed, food can
be found in the Little Free Food Pantry
located on Charles Street.

$72,990 was spent on food, toilet paper,
bags, postage, and ads in 2024. All of the
workers at the food closet are volunteers.

Without the partnership of the
philanthropic philosophy of Meijer and its
Simply Give program, we would not be
able to provide food as we currently do.
We are partners with the Belleville Meijer
store at 9701 Belleville Rd.

The Winter Simply Give Campaign started
Dec. 29, 2024 and runs through March 29,
2025. There will be two Double Days — the
first is Saturday, March 1 and the second
is Saturday, March 22. If one purchases a
$10 Simply Give Card on either of these
Double Days, Meijer will match with $20,
for a total donation of $30!

If you would like to support the food
closet, non-perishable food items dated
2025 and later are always needed. Each

weekly bag contains canned soup, canned
vegetables and fruit, canned tuna or
chicken, canned chili or canned pork
and beans, mac and cheese, and cereal.
Personal care items including toothpaste,
toothbrushes, shampoo, deodorant, dish
soap, laundry soap, Kleenex and paper
towels are always needed.

Monetary donations can be made
payable by check to Belleville First United
Methodist Church with “Food Closet”
written on the memo line. Checks can be
mailed to the church or dropped off at the
church office Tuesday-Thursday from 9
a.m.to 3 p.m.

I would like to thank all the community
residents, local churches, community
agencies, and local businesses for their
support by hosting food drives, donations
of food and personal-care items, or
donations of money. The need in our
community continues to grow. Thank you
for helping to fill that need!

Marilyn Wood, coordinator
Emergency Food Closet

Read The Newspaper
On The Web!

The Belleville-Area
Independent Website
is Online! Visit us @
@ellevilIeareaindependent.co@

TREE SERVICE, INC.

Tree Removal ¢ Tree Trimming
Tree Pruning ¢ Brush Removal
Stump Grinding

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
FULLY INSURED

Free Estimates ® Senior Discounts
No Tree Too Big, No Tree Too Small

734-753-5800
TNTTREE.COM

Thinking of buying or selling?

Our knowledge & Experience will guide you along the way

RON & JANE VESCHE
734.740.4165
WWW.VESCHETEAM.COM

HOUR

Lﬂ All-Star
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FEEDING FAMIL'IES IN VAN BUREN, BELLEUILLE& SUMFPTER

EMERGENCY

Tuesday and Wednesday from 10AM - 1PM
734-697-0288

BOYS & GIRLS %
BASEBALL & SOFTBALL '
Ages 4to 13 Y

Registration Dates
Early Bird: 12-1-2024 - 12-31-2024
Regular: 1-1-2025 - 2-28-25
Late Registration: 3-1-2025 - 3- 15 2025

i Q‘b ) __\1 -_— [ —
L " ﬁ-::-""' ] i
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January 29th 7 PM

Aston
Neighborhood
Pleasure Club

A contemporary band
playing the hot jazz of
yester %LJdE . Feelthe
neat ot New Orleans
in the middie of
winter. Fun for the
entire family!

BELLEVILLE AREA DISTRICT LIBRARY
167 Fourth Street lwww.belleville.lib.mi.us | 734-699-3291




IMPORT AND DOMESTIC

Burhop's Colllision

Bobpy aND FENDER REPAIR
CompLETE GLASS INSTALLATION
(734) 699-3641
Fax: (734) 699-3856

Towing Available
Open Weekdays 8 a.m — 5 p.m.

112 Davis St.
Belleville, Ml 48111

HOURS: MON-FRI BY APPOINTMENT ONLY,
Friends of MI Animals Rescue

Promote a Healthy and Safe Environment for All
ADOPTIONS BY

- arronrvent 51299 Arkona Road
\‘_y,? Belleville, Ml 48111

734-461-9458

Frends of Michigan info@friendsofmichigan.org

Animals Rescue www.friendsofmichigan.org

o e

The Hair Station
(734) 796-4795

151 Main Street
Belleville MI 48111

INQUIRE ABOUT
OUR SPECIALS!

thehairstation151@yahoo.com

v >H

“ Free Estimates
'n Service & Repair
Dré.m Eleanlé'cl%/[
as Lines ore
PLuMBING

Caleb Windiate
734.307.6478

ProPlumbing734@yahoo.com

Licensed & Insured
Honest & Reliable

George E.Long,III
Attorney & Counselor At Law
Federal & State Criminal
and Civil Defense
DUl e Wills e Probate Matters

Divorce e Social Security Disability
Notary Public

; 134-697-4455
321 Main Streer, Beteviite, MI 48111  GLoneLaw.com

\NEST BRANCH BU’LDERS

()
N =
LICENSED b L e 4 SERVING OUR
INSURED 7 COMMUNITY FOR
OVER 38 YEARS
21321 KARR RD
BELLEVILLE, MI 48111
RESIDENTIAL AND
COMMERCIAL TIM BOWMAN

westbranchbuilders@yahoo.com PHONE 734-476-1098

eXp Realty is the fastest growing independent real estate

N -
brokerage in the world and the #1 growth leader acrom ellxlp_

transactions, volume, and agent count. H THE

LEE TEAM

Look And List With Lee

Angelalee

'REALTOR & ASSOCIATE BROKER

O—n

313-626-1822
Expect Exceptionalism

Serving South Eastern Michigan
www.AngelalLeeYourRealtor.com

J.R's Tree Service
T34-250-3855
Jeremy Reber

wner

Free Estimate’s

Tree Removal
Tree Trimming
Stump Removal
Fire Wood
Lot Cleanng
Fully Insured

/ ) All Insurances Welcome

/ SUMPTER Ltd. Lifetime Guarantee
/ COLLISIOMN Onsite Rental Cars
James Chudzinski - Owner

& -2 Family Tracition Since 1957 Auto Glass
ﬁ —
Kevin Schewe - Manager ol & e

21585 Sumpter Rd. =k | TRAINED
Belleville, Ml 48111 - See

on

B 734.699.7758

sumptercollision @ gmail.com

Simple
Alternatives [ or R

Cremarion and Burkn Services

DIRECT
CREMATIONS #-633-6000

From $1,495

Arrwood Construction

Grading, Excavating, efc.

Bill Arrwood
owner

313-363-6590

" 49450 Judd Rd.
Belleville, MI. 48111

arrwoodconstruction@yahoo.com

MOBILE HOME
SERVICE

(734) 397-2615
Q “COMPLETE SERVICES”

1YEAR WARRANTY ON ALL REPAIRS

W.LINSEAI STATE LICENCED 50 YEARS
OWNER/OPERATOR CANTON, MICHIGAN 48188
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[ ]
Musings
-~
By Janet Millard et
Independent 1

Advertising Director §_* J

On Saturday the 25th at 11 a.m. the
Friends of the Library will hold their annual
membership meeting. This would be a good
time for you to learn more about this very
active group and meet the newly elected
officers. In fact, they will be elected at this
meeting. There is a slate, so no fear about
getting roped into something before you
are ready. If getting involved more with the
library has been on your agenda, now is the
time.

kekok

Just a reminder that the Van Buren Public
Schools Education Foundation is bringing
back the Wild, Wild West at the BYC on
Saturday, Feb. 1. Dinner, entertainment,
auctions and a little try-your-luck gambling
are waiting for you at this yearly fundraiser
for putting the frosting on the cake for our
local school district teachers. Check to make
sure tickets are still available -- VBPSEF@)
gmail.com . It would be a shame to miss the
fun, catch up with some friends, and maybe
even make a few new ones!

kekok
Last Friday, there was a nice crowd to
welcome the city’s newest retail shop, the
Twisted Willow Soap Company. They have
a whole lot more than soap so be sure you
check it out. Last year we welcomed Thrifts
& Gifts to the Main Street to join our other
shops -- Garden Fantasy on Main, Crafted
Modern, & and BB’s Belleville Boutique.
Don’t feel like you have to wait until
extended hours on the Third Thursdays in
the Ville start up again in March. March
will bring more popups to Main Street and
before you know it the Farmers Market will
start.
kekok

Do you have a business item you would
like to see in this column? Call Janet
Millard at (734) 699-9020.

Birthdays

Jan. 28 — Debbie Stevens
Jan. 29 — Pete Pitzen
Jan. 30 — Wanda Watkins

Romulus VFW holding
drive to collect clothes
for homeless veterans

The Pvt. James D. Donovan Veterans of
Foreign Wars Post 78 at 39270 W. Huron
River Dr. in Romulus is taking donations
to help Michigan Veterans Foundation
Homeless Veterans.

Suggested donations are sizes Large-3XL,
sweat shirts and pants, socks, underwear,
hats, gloves, coats and jackets.

The plan is to deliver in February.

Call (734) 941-3030 for information.
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Sumpter author Vern
Watson to speak on his
book at Ypsilanti church

Vern Watson of Sumpter Township, author
of the book “Against the Odds, A Story of
Inspiration Living the American Dream,”
will tell one of the stories from the book at a
Ypsilanti church on Feb. 2.

He will share one of the 108 stories from
his book that he said was a miracle in his life.
Watson said it will be the first time he has
told the story in a public setting.

He said until recently he hadn’t shared the
story even with his family. Then, with what
he calls inspiration, he wanted to make it
public and share it with everyone.

Because it was a miracle, he will be sharing
it at the church he attends: The Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, 941 S.
Grove Rd., Ypsilanti 48198, at 11:10 a.m.
Sunday, Feb. 2.

“Come and hear. Come and see. Come
and feel the power of this story for yourself,”
Watson said. “It will be the best experience
you can imagine. It will be a once-in-a-
lifetime experience.”

“Against the Odds, A Story of Inspiration,
Living the American Dream” is available
from Amazom.com, Barnes and Noble,
Google Play, iTunes, and others. The book
is sold both as an eBook and a paper book.
Walmart.com, the online store, is selling it in
the paper edition only.

When the book was published in 2024,
Watson said he placed a copy in the Belleville
Area District Library.

At the church, Watson will be speaking in
English, but his story will also be in Spanish
at the same time. Besides that, there will be
ASL, sign language, available.

VBT resident Wigginton
climbs steps of tallest
building in 47™ state

James Wigginton of Van Buren Township,
a Vietnam-era Marine and multiple world
record holder, continued his quest to climb
the stairs of the tallest building in all 50 states
with his climb of the Panorama Building in
Miami on Jan. 9.

This is his 47" state to-date. Number 48,
Hawaii, is scheduled for Jan. 26 or 27.

Wigginton said, while the climbs to-date
already represent a ninth world record for
him, the more important message is that the
climbs are being done to bring awareness and
funding to Folds of Honor.

Folds of Honor is a veteran-led organization
that has, over the last 18 years, provided more
than 58,000 scholarships to the children of
fallen military and first-responders.

The climbs are also being done to bring
awareness and funding to the Punya Thyroid
Cancer Fund at the University of Michigan,
which has helped fund thyroid cancer research
and treatment at the U of M. This has helped
extend the lives by as much as five times as
long for more than 5,000 patients since 2014.

For those who would like to donate: Folds of
Honor is at FoldsofHonor.org . Punya Thyroid
Cancer Fund is at https://leadersandbest.
umich.edu/find/#/give/basket/fund/796525
. Both are qualified 501c(3) tax deductible
entities.
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INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

FOR SALE SERVICES WANTED
ADVANCED H & W

DAVE’S TREASURE TROVE
668 E. Huron River Drive

(734) 699-4438

FOR SALE
- Used drywall tools, stilts,
squares, poles, and sanders, $195.
- Canadian bicycles, girls, good
condition. Red $100, blue $75.
- 3 Leaf blowers, $50 each
or all 3 for $125.

— Nearly new battery operated
snow blower, hart brushless, $150
— Reddy pro 110 heater,
10,000 BTU. $100.

— Deer hunters stand with ladder
$75. Tree stand $100. Tent $125.
Backpack $50.

— Goose hunters decoy shells,
silhouettes - make an offer.

- Antique cash register, for
restoration, $75.

- Large drone, Phantom 3, needs
control work $150.

CONDO IN NEW BOSTON. 2 bed, 2
bath, 2 car garage, 8’x16’ 3 season room
and a Generac. Immediate occupancy.
(734) 891-1914 1123
FOOD GRADE BARRELS Plastic
& metal. Inventory & pictures at
www.mattsbarrels.com, call or text
(734) 474-5981. Located in Willis. 227
WESTERN SNOWPLOW- 7 %’. $500
OBO. (734) 417-3233 1123
FENCE BOARDS 2 x 6 and 2 x 8,
reasonable. (734)461-1414
YORKIES, YORKIPOOS, CAVAPOOS,
Corgis, & other pups. $499 & up. Frisky
& vet checked. Ypsilanti. View puppies
at petcitypets.com. (734) 487-0800 123

VEHICLES FOR SALE

2004 TOYOTA CAMRI SE. Nice and
clean, sunroof, one owner. Must see!
$5,950. (734) 548-1690 1/30

2013 FORD TRANSIT CONNECT.

06/27

Automatic, very good condition, no
rust. $7,950 OBO Private owner.
(734) 695-0819 130
2011 JEEP LIBERTY 4WD. Lady
owned and driven. Full power and air,
like new inside and out. $5450 OBO.
(734) 695-0819 130

2009 BUICK LACROSS 4 door,
71,000 actual miles. Like new $5,100.
(734) 695-0819 123

A&L SERVICES

Home Improvement &
Handyman Service
Painting, Drywall, Carpentry,
Electrical, Plumbing,
Ceramic Tile, Kitchens & Bath.
Serving Belleville Since
1995. Call Aaron Schuliz
@ 734-740-0628

PAYING CASH
Buying Junk Cars &
Trucks. Free 7 Day
Pick Up. Call Today!

(734) 223-5581
(517) 605-6388

BEYOND HOME
IMPROVEMENT
Kitchens — Baths
Plumbing — Concrete
Doors — Windows — Siding
Gutters — Basements
Drywall - Painting — Hauling
Senior & Veteran Discounts
Call Pete — (734) 636-3741

BUYERS
PAY CASH
We Work
Monday - Saturday.
734-368-5088
734-545-5195

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

MAINTENANCE. Painting, roof
leaks, cleaning &  gutter repair,
landscape  maintenance &  power
washing. (734) 796-3628 1123
LARRY’S HANDYMAN SERVICE.
No job too small. Interior/exterior

painting, hang wallpaper, powerwashing
& carpentry. (618) 267-7774

HELP WANTED

Kovalak Excavating
has an opening
for a Receptionist/
Secretary. Full or
part-time. Salary
negotiable plus
Benefits.

Call 734-461-6838

04/03

Notice to Advertisers:

The Belleville-Area Independent will not be liable
for failure to publish an ad as requested or for more
than one incorrect insertion of an advertisement.
In the event of any error or omission in printing or
publication of an advertisement, you must notify
us within five days of publication or on the date of
insertion, if an ad is scheduled as part of a package,
so there is time to correct subsequent publications.
The Independent’s liability shall be limited to an
adjustment for the cost of the space occupied by the
error with a maximum liability being cancellation
of the cost of the first incorrect advertisement or
republication of the corrected advertisement. Under
no circumstances shall the Independent be liable for
consequential damages of any kind.

WANTED - ANY SIZE MEN’S JEANS
for the homeless. Please drop off at
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Drive.
(734) 697-5600 TFN
WANTED - SMALL CONTAINERS
of shampoo, toothpaste, etc. to take
to homeless in Detroit. Drop off at

Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Dr.
(734) 697-5600 TFN
PUBLISHER'S NOTICE:

All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the Fair
Housing Act which makes it illegal to
advertise "any preference, limitation
or discrimination based on race, color,
religion, sex, handicap, familial status
or national origin, or an intention, to
make any such preference, limitation
or discrimination." Familial status
includes children under the age of 18
living with parents or legal custodians,
pregnant women and people securing
custody of children under 18.

This newspaper will not knowingly
accept any advertising for real estate
which is in violation of the law. Our
readers are hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised in this newspaper
are available on an equal opportunity
basis. To complain of discrimination
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777.
The toll-free telephone number for the
hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

)

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY
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More Letters

Van Buren Area Little
League seeking sponsors

To the editor and business owners:

NATIONAL HUMAN ( )
TRAFFICKING HOTLINE t‘or
CONFIDENTIAL | TOLL-FREE | 24/7
1-888-373-7888 INSUR A 22-697-6000
. e -
Get help. Report a tip. 33152&2“6 Fax 734-697-7939
Find services.

Learn about your options. AUTO * HOME * MOBILE HOME

) ) DUANE DETLOR, CIC  BOAT « BUSINESS « LIFE
www.HumanTraffickingHotline.org L\ |

The cost of operating a successful youth
organization can be costly. Sponsorship
provides the opportunity for the
community to support its local youth and
allow the league to maintain a reasonable
registration fee.

The Van Buren Area Little League will
make every effort to promote and thank

all of our sponsors. We believe this offers
local businesses a reasonable advertising
opportunity as well as healthy community
exposure.

The willingness of sponsors to contribute
to our league is a reflection in the interest
of our young and very-committed athletes.

Sponsorship levels run from $250 donation

Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice

Event Details:

Time: 6:00 PM

Public Notice

k %k 5k 3k %k 3k 3k %k %k %k %k Xk

Van Buren Township — Belleville Road
Widening Project Open House

The first open house for the Belleville Road Widening Project, a critical infrastructure
initiative aimed at improving traffic flow, safety, and accessibility along Belleville Road
between Ecorse and Tyler Roads.

This event will provide an excellent opportunity for you to learn more about the
project’s final design, ask questions, and share any thoughts or concerns you may have.
Your feedback is important as we work together to enhance our community’s
roadways, pedestrian facilities and utility infrastructure.

Date: Thursday, January 23, 2025
Location: Van Buren Township Hall Board Room 46425 Tyler Road

At the open house, you will have the chance to review project plans, speak with
project team members, and provide input. We are committed to tfransparency and

collaboration, and we look forward to hearing your thoughts on this important project.

Should you have any questions before the event or require additional information,
please feel free to contact us at mcoburn-dda@vanburen-mi.org or 734-699-8941.

Published: January 16, 2025 & January 23, 2025
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to $5,000, with each level including more
advertising benefits. Federal ID# 46-
3194910; State ID# 71324C; State ID#
71324CWe.

Thank you for your consideration and
we look forward to your participation and
support. Make checks payable to “Van
Buren Area Little League” and mail to
Attn: Treasurer VBALL, P.O. Box 95,
Belleville, MI 48112.

Include sponsor name, contact name, and
email.

For boys and girls, ages 4 to 13, who wish
to sign up to play, registrations dates are
now through Feb. 28, with late registration
March 1-15. Opening day is May 3. Follow
us on Facebook.

Antoine Weston
president@vanburenarealittleleague.org

BHS at-home games

e Friday, Jan. 24 — Boys and Girls
Bowling vs. Fordson, 3 p.m., at Lodge
Lanes; Girls JV Basketball vs. Dearborn,
5:30 p.m.; Girls Varsity Basketball vs.
Dearborn, 7 p.m.

* Tuesday, Jan. 28 — Boys Freshman
Basketball vs. Livonia Churchill, 4 p.m.;
Boy’s JV Basketball vs. Livonia Churchill,
5:30 p.m.; Boys Varsity Basketball vs.
Livonia Churchill, 7 p.m.

Note: Students and colleagues at
Belleville High School are mourning
the passing of retired teacher and coach
George Devore. Coach Devore was a long-
time coach of cross country, track, and
boy’s swimming, he will be greatly miss
ed. Jamie Cichowski

Athletic Secretary
Belleville High School

To build a better
world, start in your
own community!

BONEGUTTERS

TREE EXPERTS, LLC

STORM DAMAGE &
FALL DISCOUNTS!

50% DISCOUNT IF YOU KEEP WOOD,/BRUSH!

Storm Clean Up EZIT

SERVICE BY
PROFESSIONALS

Free Estimates
Tree Topping & Trimming
Tree & Shrub Removal

Stump Removal « Bucket Service

Insured & Senior Discounts

<—<(734) 431-4202
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Van Buren Township
Police Dispatch Log

There were 285 dispatch calls reported by Van Buren
Township police in the week of Jan. 5-11, including
the following.

Sunday, Jan. 12:

0056 — malicious destruction of property, Van Buren
St.

0135 — intrusion alarm, Revere Dr.

0559 — domestic, Denton Rd.

XXXX — intrusion alarm, Denton Rd.

0948 — domestic, Winchester St.

XXXX — intrusion alarm, Haggerty Rd.

1044 — retail fraud, Belleville Rd.

1054 — leaving the scene of a property damage

accident, N. I-94 Service Dr.

1232 — assist fire dept., Haverhill Rd.

1354 — disorderly, Belleville Rd.

1522 — retail fraud, Belleville Rd.

1645 — welfare check, S. Ponderosa Trl.

1928 — domestic, Ironwood Dr.

2002 — road hazard, Morton Taylor/Ecorse
Monday, Jan. 13:

0000 — intrusion alarm, Haggerty Rd.

0105 — family trouble, Riggs Rd.

XXXX — repossession, Madison Dr.

0617 — property damage accident, Belleville Rd.

0631 — property check, N. Cumberland Dr.

0650 — motorist assist, E. Huron River Dr. /
Haggerty Rd.

0728 —road hazard, Belleville Rd.

0911 — animal complaint, Roulo St.

0959 — road hazard, Belleville/I-94

1127 — disorderly, Michigan Ave.
1230 — animal complaint, Tyler/Morton Taylor
1416 — retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
1508 — unattended death, S. Ponderosa Trl.
1650 — motorist assist, Belleville Rd. / S. 1-94
Service Dr.
1913 — assist other dept., Parkwood Dr.

2038 — vehicle lockout, Parkwood Dr.

2109 — intrusion alarm, Haggerty Rd.

2241 — larceny, S. I-94 Service Dr.

2351 —road hazard, N. I-94 Service Dr./Hannan

2358 — assist other dept., Rawsonville 1-94 ramp
E./E.1-94
Tuesday, Jan. 14:

0052 — noise complaint, S. I-94 Service Dr.

0137 — disorderly, Denton Rd.

0300 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Denton Rd.

0326 — intrusion alarm, Tyler Rd.

0344 — assist fire dept., Aspen

0345 — operating while intoxicated, Belleville Rd. /
S.1-94 Service Dr.

0425 — road hazard, Rawsonville Rd. / W. Huron
River Dr.

0441 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, S.
Bellridge Dr.

0519 — unauthorized driving away of auto, Oak Ln.

0852 — assist citizen, Van Born Rd.

0855 — property check, Sheldon Rd.

1010 — 911 welfare check, Lake Villa Dr.
1043 — welfare check, S. Adams
1131 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Lake Villa Dr.
1226 — harassment call, Parkside Dr.
1557 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Savage Rd./Haggerty Rd.
1601 — intrusion alarm, Ecorse Rd.
1634 — welfare check, S. I-94 Service Dr.
1849 — welfare check, S. I-94 Service Dr.
1943 — neighbor trouble, Sunrise Ln.

2026 — civil matter, Lake Point Pass

2155 — welfare check, N. I-94 Service Dr./Denton
Wednesday, Jan. 15:

0001 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Belleville Rd.

0037 — motorist assist, Tyler Rd./Walden Blvd.

0117 — hospice death, W. Adams

0315 — welfare check, Homestead

0347 — assist other dept., Park Estates

0807 -- threat, Rawsonville Rd.

0823 — assist fire dept., Sumpter Rd.

1049 — property damage accident, Haggerty/Riggs

1100 — private property impound, Oak Ln.

1150 — juvenile complaint, W. Columbia Ave.

1200 — leaving the scene of a property damage
accident, Belleville Rd.

1423 — sexual assault, Meadows Cir.

1600 — juvenile complaint, Parkwood Dr.
1625 — welfare check, Belleville Rd.
1641 — domestic, N. 1-94 Service Dr.
1710 — welfare check, Montague Ave.
1902 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Hamilton St.
1907 — found property/child, Haggerty Rd.
1925 — welfare check, McBride Ave.
Thursday, Jan. 16:
0022 — intrusion alarm, Haggerty Rd.
0442 — intrusion alarm, Belleville Rd.
0508 — assist other dept., Juniper Dr.
0522 — motorist assist, Belleville Rd./Westlake Cir.
0745 — property damage accident, Ecorse 1-275
ramp N./N. I-275
0816 — animal complaint, Celestine Dr.
0819 — 911 welfare check, Belleville Rd.
0826 — property damage accident, Ecorse Rd.
0906 — motorist assist, Ecorse Rd./Belleville Rd.
0937 — assist fire dept., S. I-94 Service Dr.
1140 — suicidal person, Riggs Rd.
1152 — property damage accident, Belleville Rd.
XXXX — misc. complaint, W. Adams
1300 — misc. complaint, McBride
1315 — motorist assist, Belleville Rd.
1346 — assist fire dept., Chatsworth
1358 — assist fire dept., Haggerty Rd.
1509 — vehicle lockout, S. I-94 Service Dr.
1538 — suicidal person, Lighthouse Dr.
1542 — property damage accident, Hull Rd./Bak
1542 — property damage accident, Haggerty Rd.
1656 — unattended death, Lighthouse Dr.
1712 — assault & battery, Bemis Rd.
2131 — assist citizen, N. I-94 Service Dr.
2138 — property damage accident, Belleville Rd. /
Ecorse Rd.
2220 — private property/property damage accident,
Belleville Rd.
2349 — motorist assist, Haggerty Rd. / N. 1-94
Service Dr.
Friday, Jan. 17:
0059 — missing person, Brandi Dr.
0518 — threat, Briarcliff Dr.
0718 — leaving the scene of a property damage
accident, Ecorse Rd./Belleville Rd.
XXXX — repossession, Greenbriar Dr.
0743 — suicidal person, N. 1-94 Service Dr.
0836 — animal complaint, N. 1-94 Service Dr. /
Haggerty Rd.
0827 — misc. complaint, Belleville Rd.
0839 — property damage accident, Tyler Rd.
0846 — vehicle lockout, Belleville Rd.
1010 — domestic, Fret Rd.
1110 — disorderly, Haggerty Rd.
1111 — operating while intoxicated, Belleville Rd.
/ Ecorse Rd.
1202 — misc. complaint, Richard Run Dr.
1215 — fraud, Rawsonville Rd.
1350 — follow up by officer, Brandi Dr.
1410 - road hazard, Belleville Rd./Quirk Rd.
1435 — malicious destruction of property, Haggerty
1512 — issue gun permit, Tyler Rd.
1514 — welfare check, Lake Crest Dr.
1533 — private property/property damage accident,
Belleville Rd.
1538 — threat, Lighthouse Dr.
1553 — property damage accident, Michigan/Dellor
1701 — civil matter, McBride Ave.
1704 — road hazard, Belleville Rd.
1720 — property damage accident, W. Huron River
Dr./High St.
1855 — sexual assault, Village Green Ln.
2206 — vehicle lockout, Rawsonville Rd.
Saturday, Jan. 18:
0202 — property damage accident, W. Huron River
Dr./Lake Point Pass
0352 — overdose, N. I-94 Service Dr.
0743 — intrusion alarm, Riggs Rd.
0922 — private property/property damage accident,
Belleville Rd.
0950 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, Bak
Rd.
1010 — malicious destruction of property, Haggerty
1202 — intrusion alarm, Haggerty Rd.
1226 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, Old
Michigan Rd.
1315 — property damage accident, Ecorse/Denton
1352 — larceny, S. 1-94 Service Dr.
1514 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Borgman Ave./McBride Ave.
1541 — PPO violation, Locust Dr.
1805 — unattended death, Lenmoore Ave.
2003 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Ladonna
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2012 — motorist assist, Belleville Rd./Ecorse Rd.
2210 — traffic offense, Ecorse Rd./Denton Rd.
2234 — domestic, Ash Dr.
Also, on this log are 135 traffic stops, 41 of which are
on the I-94 and I-275 freeways.

Belleville Police
Dispatch Log

Sunday, Jan. 12:
0222 — assist citizen, Carmell St.
0518 — assist citizen, Savage Rd.
0737 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Main St.
0957 — property check, Main St.
Monday, Jan. 13:
0216 — intrusion alarm, W. Columbia Ave.
0746 — ordinance violation — all 7300 MICR codes,
Edison Ave.
1110 — welfare check, W. Columbia Ave.
1200 — road hazard, Thornhill Ct./Victorian Ln.
1335 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Sumpter Rd.
1713 — intrusion alarm, E. Huron River Dr.
1722 — property damage accident, South St./E.
Wabash Ave.
2027 — assist fire dept., W. Columbia Ave.
Tuesday, Jan. 14:
0225 — unauthorized driving away of auto, Main
0404 — intrusion alarm, W. Columbia Ave.
0829 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, N.
Edgemont Ave.
1050 — motorist assist, Main St.
1155 — motorist assist, Main St./Fifth St.
1236 — larceny, Sumpter Rd.
1440 — juvenile complaint, W. Columbia Ave.
1442 — juvenile complaint, W. Columbia Ave.
1600 — warrant arrest, Main St.
2231 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Main St.
Wednesday, Jan. 15:
0008 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, W.
Columbia Ave.
0732 —road hazard, E. Huron River Dr./Main St.
1136 — vehicle lockout, Main St.
1714 — traffic offense, Main St.
Thursday, Jan. 16:
1206 — follow up by officer, Sumpter Rd.
XXXX — repossession, Carmell
2324 — noise complaint, Carmell
Friday, Jan. 17:
0951 — parking complaint, W. Columbia Ave.
0952 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Potter Dr.
1433 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Quirk Rd./Belleville Rd.
1618 — parking complaint, E. Thornhill Ct.
Saturday, Jan. 18:
0130 — welfare check, Main St.
0942 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Henry St.
1316 — property check, E. Huron River Dr.
1448 — misc. complaint, Potter Dr.
2125 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance
There are 127 reports on this week’s log and 88 of
those are traffic stops.

Sumpter Township
Police Dispatch Log

Sunday, Jan. 12:

0149 — fire dept. assist, Dakota Ct.

1016 — 911 hangup, Delaware St.

1026 — civil matter, Colorado St.

1231 — property damage accident, Rawsonville Rd.
/ Judd Rd.

1316 — follow-up investigation, Rustic Ln.

1413 — fire dept. assist, Colorado St.

1431 — harassment complaint, Creekside Dr.

1641 — noise complaint, 21000 bl. Fenster Ave.

1733 — family trouble, 488000 bl. Wear Rd.

2012 — welfare check, Wyoming St.

2018 — family trouble, New Mexico

2038 — follow-up investigation, Vermont St.

2122 — follow-up investigation, Rawsonville Rd. /
Willis Rd.

2157 — civil matter, Arizona St.

2243 — fire dept. assist, Hickory Dr.

2312 — fire dept. assist, 19000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
Monday, Jan. 13:
0006 — suspicious circumstance, Stonecrest Dr.
0116 — motorist assist, Martinsville Rd./Judd Rd.
0154 — animal complaint, 47000 bl. Wear Rd.
0700 — 911 hangup, Edgewood Dr.
0900 — traffic complaint/hazard, 48000 bl. Willow
0908 — suspicious circumstance, 51000 bl. Wear
0937 — fire dept. assist, Rustic Ln.
0953 — malicious destruction of property, 46000 bl.
Reed Ave.
1039 — 911 hangup, 46000 bl. Bemis Rd.
1107 - follow-up investigation, 10000 bl.
Rawsonville Rd.
1109 — civil matter, Vermont St.
1157 — alarm, 43000 bl. Arkona Rd.
1219 — assist other agency, 22000 bl. Martinsville
1432 — civil matter, New Mexico St.
1510 — 911 hangup, Rustic Ln.
1715 — fire dept. assist, Oregon St.
1808 — suspicious vehicle, 45000 bl. Willow Rd.
1850 — assault, Edgewood Dr.
1949 — civil matter, 22000 bl. Martinsville Rd.
Tuesday, Jan. 14:
1001 - suspicious circumstance, Hampshire Dr.
1119 — follow-up investigation, Colorado St.
1328 — civil matter, 8200 bl. Rawsonville Rd.
1418 — animal complaint, Edgewood Dr.
1533 — traffic complaint/hazard, Judd/Sherwood
1624 — 911 hangup, Indiana St.
1639 — fire dept. assist, Second St.
1708 — mental health call, Rawsonville Rd. / Rustic
Ln.
1900 — suspicious person, 24000 bl. Sherwood Rd.
2023 — 911 hangup, 49000 bl. Bemis Rd.
2211 — suspicious circumstance, 50000 bl. Willis
2325 — noise complaint, Birch Dr.
2351 — fire dept. assist, Second St.
Wednesday, Jan. 15:
0402 — 911 hangup, Colorado St.
0706 — fire dept. assist, 25000 bl. Martinsville Rd.
0907 — civil matter, 10000 bl. Rawsonville Rd.
1002 - follow-up investigation, 10000 bl.
Rawsonville Rd.
1056 — animal complaint, Willow Rd./Sumpter Rd.
1108 — alarm, 22000 bl. Bohn Rd.
1150 — civil matter, California St.
1242 — mental health call, 48000 bl. Wear Rd.
1344 — civil matter, Nevada St.
1445 — civil matter, 44000 bl. Wear Rd.
1626 — 911 hangup, Vermont St.
1634 — fraud complaint, 51000 bl. Arkona Rd.
1744 — malicious destruction of property, Redwood
Dr.
1940 — family trouble, Rustic Ln.
2013 - follow-up investigation, Rustic Ln.
2124 — civil matter, Montana St.
2158 — assault, Washington St.
2347 — citizen assist, Rawsonville Rd./Willis Rd.
Thursday, Jan. 16:
0035 — civil matter, Carriage Ln.
1427 — citizen assist, 23000 bl. Bohn Rd.
1433 — fire dept. assist, 20000 bl. Haggerty Rd.
1511 — fire dept. assist, Rawsonville/Rustic Ln.
1642 — civil matter, 22000 bl. Martinsville Rd.
1744 — follow-up investigation, Rustic Ln.
1852 — family trouble, Rustic Ln.
1944 - 911 hangup, Texas St.
1958 — follow-up investigation, 22000 bl. Bohn
2005 - suspicious circumstance, Nevada St.
2019 - traffic complaint/hazard, Magnolia Dr.
2050 — follow-up investigation, Rustic Ln.
Friday, Jan. 17:
0537 — property damage accident, Rawsonville Rd.
/ Judd Rd.
0747 — suspicious vehicle, Judd Rd./Rawsonville
1016 — alarm, 18000 bl. Martinsville Rd.
1103 — follow-up investigation, 44000 bl. Wear
1115 — fire dept. assist, 24000 bl. Haggerty Rd.
1223 — fire dept. assist, 45000 bl. Bontekoe Ave.
1258 - follow-up investigation, 22000 bl.
Martinsville Rd.
1459 — harassment complaint, 17000 bl. Odyssey
1515 — fire dept. assist, 28000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
1852 — welfare check, Rustic Ln.
1853 — civil matter, Maine St.
1855 — harassment complaint, Rustic Ln.
Saturday, Jan. 18:
0256 — welfare check, Nevada St.
1122 — civil matter, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
1142 — fire dept. assist, Pecan St.
1224 — civil matter, Rustic Ln.

(Continued on page 15)
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VBT LDFA reelects Dotson chairman, Kudlak vice-chairman

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor
Although he was absent and excused
from the Jan. 14 meeting of the Van Buren
Township Local Development Finance
Authority, Michael Dotson was reelected
chairman of the LDFA for 2025.

Van Buren Public Schools Superintendent
Peter Kudlak was elected to the position of
vice-chairman, a position he was appointed
to in late 2024.

Alex Dine was elected second vice-
chairman.

Vice-chairman Kudlak presided at the
12-minute meeting in the absence of
Dotson.

Sumpter Township
Police Dispatch Log

(continued from page 14)

1335 — operating while intoxicated arrest, Willis Rd.
/ Sherwood Rd.

2012 — welfare check, Rustic Ln.

2221 — noise complaint, Rustic Ln.

2228 — fire dept. assist, Oregon St.
Also on this week’s log are 238 patrol checks, 77
traffic stops, and 15 misc. details.

In other business at the meeting, the
LDFA reviewed the draft synopsis of
the 2024 finances prepared by Township
Deputy Supervisor Dan Selman. He said
all the changes are left in red ink so they
can be easily seen. At the next meeting, a
clean copy will be presented, he said.

The report gave an overview of the LDFA
activities from its beginning to today.

The original purpose of the LDFA was
to finance and construct eligible public
improvements for the Visteon Village
project which was completed in 2004. In
order to complete public improvements,
the LDFA established a development plan
and tax increment financing plan which
identified the improvements, estimated the
costs of the improvements and estimated
the amount of tax revenue the authority
would capture based on the proposed
improvements.

In order to finance the construction
of the public improvements, the LDFA
issued bonds to cover the costs of the
improvements and those bonds were
guaranteed by the township’s ability to
tax. Those public improvements have been
completed.

Due to economic conditions, the LDFA

Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice

was unable to capture sufficient tax revenue
to cover scheduled debt service due to the
shortfall, which occurred on Oct. 1, 2019.
This triggered a continuation of litigation
over a longstanding legal dispute with the
LDFA and township against the original
developer Visteon, over the oligation
relating to the Series 2003 Tax Increment
Bonds, the Series 2006 Tax Increment
Revenue Refunding Bonds, and the Series
2015 Tax Increment Revenue Refunding
Bonds issued by the township for
improvements on certain real property for
the development of Visteon Village, now
known as Grace Lake Corporate Center.

In 2019, the LDFA and the township
structured a loan agreement with
“advances” from the township to the LDFA
to cover the shortfall amount of the debt
service. These “advances” were necessary
to meet the bond obligations due on April
1 and Oct. 1 each year until the bond
obligation is fulfilled.

In 2023, the township and LDFA reached
a settlement agreement with Visteon. The
terms of the settlement were that Visteon
agreed to pay the sum of $12 million to
Van Buren Township in two installments
of $6 million. In return, the township and
LDFA agreed to release Visteon of any
future obligations related to assisting in the
repayment of the bonds.

On July 1, 2023, the township received
the first installment of $6 million. On July
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installment of $6 million.

Per legal counsel, the settlement funds
went toward repayment of the “advances”
for the debt service. The principal and
interestamount paid off was $8,216,264.35.
The LDFA is currently paying semi-annual
debt payments with the remaining Visteon
settlement money supplemented by semi-
annual tax capture revenues. As of Dec.
31, 2024, the LDFA’s cash balance was
$2,672,630.88.

With the terms of the settlement agreement
satisfied, the Visteon matter is now closed.

As specified in the most recent audit
(2023), the primary focus of the LDFA
is payment of debt obligations from tax
captures. Due to this, there were no capital
or promotional projects by the LDFA in
2024,

At the end of the Jan. 14 meeting, Deputy
Supervisor Selman asked those present
to help the township in filling a janitor’s
position that is open. He said hours are 7
a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Thursday,
and although the job is not glamorus, it is
a solid job. Those interested can apply on
line.

Selman said he knows he sounds like an
old man when he says this, but in earlier
times, people would fight for a good job
like this. Now, there are no applicants.

Absent and excused from the Jan. 14
meeting besides Dotson were LDFA
members Leonard Armstrong and David

POLICE VEHICLE AUCTION

On January 31* 2025, the Van Buren Township Police Department will
conduct a public auction of impounded and abandoned vehicles. The auction
will begin at 10:30am, at J&T Towing and Storage, 287 Industrial Dr.
Belleville MI, County of Wayne, where the following will be offered for sale
to the highest bidder.

2016 |LINCOLN SW | SLMCJ1C97GUJ23686 24-14013
1997 |JEEP SW | 1J4AFY49SXVP495847 24-14255
1991 |JEEP SW | 2J4AFY69S6MJ125390 24-14255E
1996 |JEEP SW | 1J4FJ68S5TL255966 24-14255B
2005 |PONTIAC 4D | 1G27G528354123119 24-13897
2005 |CHEVROLET |SW |2CNDL73F856126182 24-14255B
2013 |JEEP SW | 1IC4BJWFGI9DL650561 24-14255D
2010 |CHEVROLET |4D |1G1ZC5EB1A4128756 24-14001
2003 |GMC PU | 1GTEC14X13Z180146 24-14146
2002 |FORD PU | IFTZR45EX2TA03014 24-14826
2008 |FORD SW | IFMCU93158KB39711 24-14429

At 11:30am, the auction will move to Great Lakes Towing and storage,
42350 Van Born Rd. Belleville MI, County of Wayne, where the following
vehicles, are offered for sale to the highest bidder.

2014 | JEEP SW | 1C4RJFCT2EC269040 24-13903
2007 | CHEVROLET | SW | IGNFK16317J166535 24-14381
2016 | BUICK SW | KL4CJASB8GB642327 24-10487
2003 | HONDA SW | SENRL18633B124590 24-14819
2004 | FORD SW | IFMFU18L54LB12277 24-14649
2012 | DODGE 4D | 1C3CDZABOCN237606 24-14095
2016 | KIA 4D | KNAFX5A87G5588612 24-13713

All vehicles are sold in “As is condition.” Bidding on all impounded vehicles
will start at the amount due for towing and storage. Vehicles may be deleted
from this list at any time prior to the start of the auction.

Leon Wright MMC, CMMC., Van Buren Township Clerk,
Published: January 23, 2025

3, 2024, the township received the second  Schreiber.

IS YOUR BUSINESS . L
A TARGET :
R BURGLARS ?

734%69722888)" 3

Get SERIOUS about your Security!
WE CAN PROVIDE A REAL SOLUTION
for BOTH your Business & Home...

BREAK-INS CAUGHT ON CAMERA

* Remote Control-View-Playback
* Email / Smartphone Alerts

* PC / Mac Support

* No monthly fees

Includes:

Actual hardware may vary.

¢ Installation
¢ 4) HD Cameras (bullet or dome)
* 19" Monitor
* DVR (2TB)

$1500

innovative

COMPUTERS

Full-Service IT * Networks ¢ Cameras

A veteran-owned company, supporting Michigan businesses since 1995.
Serving Metro Detroit to Lansing * InnovativeComputers.net
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7> RE/MAX GLENN SiLvents

www.MrSold.com
SELL PHONE (734) 740-3000

Office (734) 699-4000

CROSSROADS 111

418 Main Street

Belleville, Michigan 48111
email: mrsold@mrsold.com
website: mrsold.com
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Prior #1,#2 and #3 RE/MAX
Agent Southeastern Michigan

Mayor City of Belleville
1987-1995

Real Trends Rankings
Top 1% Nationwide

WE DON’T CHARGE WHAT THE OTHER BROKERS CHARGE - NO DOCUMENT STORAGE FEES NO COMPLIANCE FEES NO JUNK FEES

10312 JACKSON, VAN BUREN

COMPLETELY RENOVATED Updated Kitchen with All
New Appliances. Impressive Bath. New Flooring, Pella Win-

TR o

[ - o = -
6757 BELLEVILLE RD, VAN BUREN TOWNSHIP
LARGE COLONIAL Features 4 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 2

Kitchens, On 5.88 Acres and a 2.5 Car Garage and 3.5 Car
Garage for the gardener or craft person. $378,000

7678 MARLOWE, VAN BUREN
UPDATES EVERYWHERE 3 Bedroom 2 Bath Ranch with
Premium Kitchen and Baths, Sunroom, 2 1/2 Car Garage,

13300 EDGEDALE, VAN BUREN TOWNSHIP

THIS IMPRESSIVE VICTORIAN home offers an open fam-
ily room and dining room with Hardwood floors showcas-
ing the arched windows. 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms $269,900

dows. New Siding, Roof, Cement, 2 1/2 Car Garage $265,000

3066 23RD STREET, DETROIT
IMPRESSIVE 4 Bedroom, 2 Bath, Full Basement, Two Kitch-
ens and Just down the street from Slow's Barbque, Corktown
& Michigan Central Train Station + More. $125,000

8525 CHERRY HILL, SUPERIOR TOWNSHIP
IN A PRIVATE WORLD. Premium Kitchen, 4 bedrooms
(First Floor Master), 3 1/2 Baths, 4,400 Sq Ft , Finished
Basement, 40x60 Pole Barn on 5 1/2 Acres. $1,150,000

Newer Furnace, AC and Wtr Htr almost 1 Acre $275,000

208 E HURON RIVER DR, BELLEVILLE

CITY OF BELLEVILLE BRICK RANCH with 3 Bed-
rooms, 1 1/2 Baths, Fireplace, Dining Area, Large Living

il |————_
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209 MAIN STREET, BELLEVILLE

IT’S A POSSIBLE AIR B&B 7,000+ Square Foot Build-
ing on High Traffic Main Street. Large Rooms, Finished Base-

Room, Full Basement 1,385 Sq Ft Attached Garage $215000 |ment and 6 plus Car Garage. $749,000 or Lease

BELLEVILLE 3 RESIDENTIAL LOTS ONE | GRANT & WAHRMAN 4 ACRES LTIND BY
CITY | METRO AIRPORT $250,000

PRI

WILLIS RD 1 AC SEWER & WATER $60,000

WA

PENDING
FRO

3 ACRES - COMMERCIAL CORNER AT

Outbt

WILLIS & MARTINSVILLE 1.64AC $65,000

Al
$

4 PARCELS ON THE CORNER OF BEMIS

d
S PARCELS LEFT —fan
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VACANT LOUISA DREAM LOT

ROSS | 2 PA ship (JUDD RO] SOLD AC $39.500
9.000 | One i SOLD erc, | HURON . S $29.900

GRANT ROMULUS 1.8 ACLTIND $59.500

SUMPTER AND WILLOW NOW $150,000 'HAGGERTY 1.5 AC VAN BUREN $70,000

, LOW PRICE 3
TIRE GUARANTEE ‘%

ATCH

Cora >
WHERE FORD MEETS FAMILY

50540 BOG RD ONE HALF ACRE

BROWNSTOWN 27102 DEBIASI $85.000

55.000 | 19+ ACRES BREST RD, TAYLOR RESIDEN-

TIAL DEVELOPMENT PROPERTY - PAVED

$55,000

9800 BELLEVILLE RD.

(734) 697-9161

WWW.ATCHINSON.NET

VACANT MARIO ANN ROMULUS $33,000

STREET NEAR INKSTER ROAD.  $550,000

-
P

ELCOME,
TED MILLER!




