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Independent photo by Rosemary K. Otzman
Keith Johnston was elected president of the Van Buren Public Schools Board of Education at its organizational meeting on Monday. 
Seated, from left, are Secretary Kevin English, President Johnston, Vice President Alison Bennett, and Treasurer Kelly Owen. Standing, 
from left, are Trustees Sarah Featheringill, Sherry Frazier, and Simone Pinter.

VBT Fire Chief 
Dan Besson resigns 
for new job

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   Van Buren Township Fire Chief Daniel 
Besson has resigned from his position 
to take a new job as fire chief of Leland 

Township in Leelanau 
County.
   He will fill the 
position left by Fire 
Chief Rick Royston, 
who is retiring. Chief 
Besson, who has been 
VBT chief for 4 ½ 
years, plans to leave his 
position in VBT at the 
end of February.

   Besson said his wife Jennifer has been 
full time at a job in Grayling since the 
beginning of December. He said their cabin 
is in that area.
   Besson said this will be a new adventure 
for him since he was born and raised in 
Belleville. He served on the Belleville 
Fire Department in 1992-94 and has been 
in the VBT fire department since 1994, 
making it his 25th year as a fire fighter in 
this community.

Daniel Besson

Court Watching:

Final conference in 
marijuana charge 
against Po adjourned

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   On Jan. 6, Wayne County Circuit Court 
Judge Ulysses Boykin adjourned the final 
conference set for that day to Feb. 3 after 
the Wayne County Prosecutor’s Office 
came up with 600 pages more of evidence 
against Nelson Po of Sumpter Township.
   The extra time will give defense lawyers, 
Ronald and Scott Ruark, time to study the 

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   In Monday’s organizational meeting of 
the Van Buren Public Schools Board of 
Education there were four officers to elect 
and all votes were on secret, 4-3 votes.
   School Supt. Peter Kudlak asked board 
members to nominate candidates for office 
and then he passed out pieces of paper 
for each to write down a choice. He then 
collected the ballots, tallied the votes, and 
announced the winners.
   Trustee Sherry Frazier voiced opposition 
to the procedure, saying votes have always 
been open in the past, with board members 
voicing their preferences openly. But Supt. 
Kudlak continued.
   For president, Bennett nominated Johnston 
and Pinter nominated Featheringill. Kudlak 
announced four votes for Johnston and 
three for Featheringill.
   For vice president, Pinter nominated 
Featheringill and English nominated 
Bennett. The tally was 4-3 for Bennett.

School Board names Keith Johnston president on 4-3 vote
   For secretary, Frazier nominated 
Featheringill and Owen nominated English. 
The tally was 4-3 for English.
   For treasurer, Bennett nominated Owen 
and Pinter again nominated Featheringill. 
The vote was 4-3 for Bennett.
   The board then approved Kudlak’s 
recommendation for two regular meetings 
a month on the second and fourth Mondays 
at 7 p.m., at the BHS Commons or 
Administration Building, with work/study 
sessions set on an as-needed basis. The 
May 3 meeting will be at 1:30 p.m. at the 
Administration Building for exit reviews 
from an accreditation team.
   The board also approved the unchanged 
depository for school funds and authorized 
investments for school funds for the 2016-
17 school year.
   The regular meeting followed the 
organizational meeting and the board:
    • Approved hiring Joelle Laginess as a 
BHS Spanish teacher, starting Dec. 19, and 
Zachery Murray as a BHS chemistry teacher 
as of Jan. 9. Laginess was salutatorian of 
the BHS class of 2012;
    • Approved terminations of two teachers 
with less than one year service: Nicole 
Karabouyas left her MMS position for 
other employment on Nov. 23 and Charles 

Nabring, left BHS, as of Dec. 23 for 
relocation;
    • Approved hiring Andrea Hayre as a 
custodian as of Dec. 12;
    • Volunteered for standing committees 
being appointed by Kudlak. On the Policy 
committee are Featheringill, Bennett, and 
English. On the Health Advisory committee 
are Frazier and Johnston. On the School 
Improvement committee are Owen and 
Pinter;
    • Heard Human Resources Director 
Abdul Madyun read in full a Family Rights 
to Privacy and Freedom of Information Act 
statement. Any parent/guardian wishing to 
deny the release of directory information 
concerning their child should contact the 
superintendent’s office for the proper forms 
required; and
    • Heard new Trustee Featheringill say she 
had questions on check payments and had 
sent her questions to the superintendent, 
who got the answers for her. Trustee 
Frazier said in the spirit of transparency 
Featheringill should share the information. 
Featheringill then launched into a lengthy 
report on more than 15 checks, including 
two to individuals whose vehicles were hit 
by school buses.
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BEST CHIMNEY
& ROOFING CO.

« CHIMNEYS BUILT -
     REPAIRED & CLEANED

« SCREENS INSTALLED

« TUCK POINTING

« ROOFING & GUTTERS

« RESIDENTIAL

« COMMERCIAL

« VIOLATIONS CORRECTED

WORKERS
COMPENSATION &

GENERAL LIABILITY TO
PROTECT HOME OWNER

Since 1962 FREE ESTIMATES

STATE LIC # 40800

SERVING BELLEVILLE &
SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN

www.bestchimneyandroofing.com

734-242-2992
WE DO

PORCHES

OUR 50 th
YEAR!

OUR 50 th
YEAR!

The Belleville-Area
Independent New Website
is Now Online! Visit us @ 

bellevilleareaindependent.com

Read The Newspaper 
On The Web!

60 Main Street, Downtown Belleville
Open 7 Days 6am – 10pm • (734) 697-3033

SAM’S PLACE
FAMILY DINING

BAI

• Try Our Delicious Homemade Stir Frys,
   Greek Salads, Stuffed Cabbage,
   Perogies & Other Polish Combos
• All You Can Eat Fish  – $9.99 Everyday
• Daily Lunch & Dinner Specials

BAI

Mini Breakfast  – $2.25
EGGS, HASH BROWNS,

BACON OR SAUSAGE/TOAST
With purchase of beverage per person
Mon-Fri 6am-11am. Not valid on specials. With coupon only. 

Coupon may not be combined. Dine-in only. Expires 1/31/2017

$5 OFF
From 11am – 10pm Everyday
Any Purchase of $25 or More
Dine-in only. With coupon. Not valid with 

any other offer. One coupon per visit. One 
coupon per table. Expires 1/31/2017

10% OFF
Minimum $4.50 Purchase

Entire
Bill

BAI

Not valid on specials. With coupon only. Coupon may 
not be combined. Dine-in only. Expires 1/31/2017

Mini Breakfast  – $2.25
EGGS, HASH BROWNS,

BACON OR SAUSAGE/TOAST
With purchase of beverage per person

BAI

Mon-Fri 6am-11am. Not valid on specials. With coupon only. 
Coupon may not be combined. Dine-in only. Expires 1/31/2017

Advertise Today!
Buy 3 Ads, Get 1 FREE!
Call our Advertising Manager
Bob Mytych Today! 734-699-9020

All Insurances Welcome
Ltd. Lifetime Guarantee
Onsite Rental Cars

R.V. Repair
Auto Glass
Motorcycle

& Watercraft
734.699.7758
jim@sumptercollision.com
www.sumptercollision.com

James Chudzinski
Owner
21585 Sumpter Rd.
Belleville, MI 48111

See
us
on TRAINED

575 Sumpter Road
Belleville, MI 48111

Leasing Phone: 734-699-8676
Join Our Waitlist: 1-800-593-3052
Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9:00am-Noon

TTD Phone: 1-800-348-7011

Email: seniorhousing@csi.coop
Website: www.csi.coop

“Camaraderie and serenity of mind make ours a happy home!”

Quality, Non-profit Housing for Seniors 62+

Belleville

Belleville Co-Op Apts.

is 100% Smoke Free

TREE SERVICE, INC.

10% OFF TREE REMOVAL 
OVER $300 w/AD*

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Fully Insured

No Tree Too Big, No Tree Too Small
734-753-5800

tnttree.com
*ONLY VALID AT TIME OF ESTIMATE.

Quality Home
Maintenance Service

Belleville, MI 48111

Licensed
Insured www.AQHMS.com

Rick Smith
Electrician

Builder
734-968-4509

Kitchens & Baths • Interior & Exterior Painting • Additions
Basements • Decks • Docks • Concrete

FLOORING!  Tile, Ceramic, Carpet, Laminate, Hardwood
29 YEARS

EXPERIENCE
SCHEDULE NOW
Get 10% Off Indoor Work

During Winter Months!

Enroll in Our Fall Program

Belleville 
Child Care

For children ages 22 to 12 years.
We offer:
   Pre-School
   2 Directors
  We Accept DHS
  No Registration Fee

40 Years Experience & Qualified Teachers.
Open Mon.-Fri - 6am - 6pm

734-697-4523
41505 S. I-94 Service Drive
Belleville, Michigan 48111
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SECOND FRONT PAGE
City OKs building new single-story buildings downtown

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   The Belleville City Council approved new 
wording in an amendment to the zoning 
ordinance that will allow developers to 
build single-story buildings in the B-2 
district downtown.
   The vote to approve the wording and 
send it to the planning consultant to put it 
in final format was passed unanimously by 
the council at its Jan. 3 meeting.
   The amended ordinance is expected to 
return to the council agenda on Jan. 17 for 
the final approval.
   Rick Rutherford, director of the city’s 
department of public services, presented a 
memo to the council that noted the planning 
commission held a public hearing on the 
proposed amendment on Dec. 8 and then 
voted unanimously to send it to the city 
council for action.
   The changes will revise Section 3.1.7-D.2: 
Building Height along Primary/Secondary 
Roads by adding an additional category 
for one-story structures to include the 
following specifications: 18-foot minimum 
height, with a 14-foot clear interior ceiling 
height proceeding at least 15 feet back 
from the main entrance.
   This means a 14-foot interior would have 
a parapet of at least 4 feet required in the 
front to make it look taller than it really is.
   Planning Commission chairman Steve 
Jones explained how the ordinance change 
came to be, following the request of 
Davenport Brothers to build a one-story 
office/retail building on the vacant lot at 
337 Main Street. Then, the council directed 
the commission to review the two-story 
height requirement. The commission set 
up a three-person subcommittee to look 
into the requirement and the subcommittee 
recommended the amendment.
   Phil Miller asked from the audience 
about the retail component of the zoning 
ordinance that required 50% retail per 
block. This, too, was a problem for the 
Davenport building.
   Mayor Kerreen Conley and Councilman 
Tom Fielder said the five-year review of 
the city’s Master Plan is coming up and 
they decided to make review of the retail 
requirement a part of the Master Plan.
   Miller said he is interested because of 
his mother’s law office at 321 Main Street. 
He said that if a vacancy occurs there, 
she would be required to put in retail and 
it is not possible with the layout of her 
building.
   He said since it would be noncompliant 
under the new ordinance, “A member of the 
planning commission said we should just 
knock it down. I can identify the person, 
if you want. I’m just telling you to be 
careful who you appoint [to the planning 

commission].”
   Miller said the requirement of a 14’ 
ceiling for 15’ back into the building is 
not efficient and developers would have to 
build a lot of empty space to heat.
   “You are mandating inefficiency in the 
building design,” Miller said.
   Mayor Conley said the amendment 
would “keep the look and feel you want in 
downtown … We chose to do it now and 
it’s not just for one person … Multiple 
persons have asked.”
   Councilman Fielder then spoke about the 
person hired to appraise city hall who said 
the value to the building is as a one-story 
structure.
   “It’s not a single issue,” Fielder said. “It’s 
a 10-year evaluation and maybe we need to 
do something different.”
   He said earlier that if the amended zoning 
ordinance was approved it would enhance 
the sale-ability of this property and the 
city could find out if any business wants to 
build there.
   “We’ve been putting money in a building 
not useable by anyone but us,” Fielder said 
of city hall.
   Jeff Vernon said from the audience that 
every December for the past three years, 
Fielder mentions selling this building.
   “Do you have a place to move?” Vernon 
asked and Mayor Conley replied, “We own 
property,” without further comment.
   In other business at the Jan. 3 meeting, 
the council:
   • Approved the Belleville Area Chamber 
of Commerce request to hold Winter Fest 
from 6 to 10 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 1, and 
from noon to 9 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 2, 
2017 in downtown Belleville. Requested 
street closings on Saturday were Main 
Street from Roys to Third from noon to 
8 p.m. and the parade route beginning at 
6 p.m. at the high school, opening up the 
road after the parade passes, to 9 p.m. 
downtown. They also approved a tent on or 
near the Fourth Street Square, performances 
of Animal Magic at 6 p.m. Friday and noon 
Saturday, and carriage rides at Main and 
Roys. Also planned is ice skating on the 
vacant lot at Third and Main and a yet-to- 
be-determined musical guest on Friday. In 
addition for Saturday there is a Kids Fun 
Zone with bouncy house at Third and Main 
and at the Chamber office, a Soup Crawl 
from 2 to 4 p.m., and fireworks at 8 p.m. 
When asked why the chamber was seeking 
approval almost a year in advance, Paul 
Henning said, “We want to get ahead of 
the ball instead of be behind it.” Mayor 
Conley asked if there was a theme yet for 
the parade, so they could start planning the 
city float. Henning said there wasn’t;
   • Approved a pay increase of 2% effective 
January-December 2017 and a pay increase 

of 1% effective January-December 2018 
to city employees in the Governmental 
Employees Labor Council. This was a wage 
reopener in the 2015-18 GELC agreement. 
Fielder said they have been without raises 
for 8-10 years and this is long overdue;
   • Heard Miller ask why yard sale permits 
are so high during Strawberry Festival and 
Mayor Conley replied, “We don’t want 
them. We have free citywide garage sales.” 
Miller said he worked in a city that had free 
yard sales every month and Mayor Conley 
replied, “Aargh!” Miller said the price of a 
permit is supposed to reflect the cost of the 
service and Conley said during Strawberry 
Festival officials are all busy and so the 
cost would be high for permits. She said 
the high-priced permits for Strawberry 
Festival came “long before I got here.” 
Fielder said heavy traffic during festival 
makes yard sales difficult. Miller said, 
“But, people need the money”;
   • Heard Mayor Pro Tem Jack Loria say 
that during the holidays the offices of other 
municipalities were closed and, “When 
other places are closed, we’re open.” He 
said residents can always find someone to 
talk to at city hall;
   • Heard Police Chief Hal Berriman 
announce that Mary Talaga, who was sitting 
next to him in the audience, was going in 
for heart surgery the next day and would 
be off her crossing guard job for a month. 
Also, Officer Tim Trombley’s father was 
rushed to University of Michigan Hospital, 
the chief said;
   • Heard Chief Berriman say that two 
police officers have left for other jobs and 
a Civil Service Commission meeting is set 
for Jan. 18 to interview candidates. He said 
police officers now are hard to find;

   • Heard Miller complain about Van Buren 
Township police officers making traffic 
stops in the city of Belleville, with VBT 
getting the traffic fines instead of the city. 
Most of the tickets were written around 
Hayward’s where drivers illegally cut over 
from the right lane to the left coming into 
the city. He said the township officers are 
writing tickets on their township ordinance 
for impeding traffic. Chief Berriman said 
when Columbia Avenue was being fixed he 
gave permission to VBT to help out with 
traffic because the city didn’t have enough 
officers. “I thanked the chief for setting 
that up,” said Fielder. “We do not have 
the manpower to enforce,” the chief said. 
Mayor Conley said the council is leaving 
the decision up to the police chief “as long 
as tickets are legitimately written…”; and
   • Approved accounts payable 
of $185,961.87 and the following 
departmental purchases in excess of $500: 
to Blue Ribbon Contractor, for sewer repair 
on Potter Drive, $3,898, and for sewer 
repair on Second Street, $3,754.50, both 
from the sewer budget; and to Morton Salt, 
$1,697.75, salt for winter maintenance 
from the street budget.

Sumpter Township’s 2017 Recreation Master Plan
Sumpter Township is seeking public input regarding the Township’s 2017     
Recreation Master Plan. The Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
requires a minimum 30-day public review process as part of the master 
planning process. A formal public hearing regarding the plan will be held at 
the Township Board of Trustees meeting on February 14, 2017, beginning 
at 6:30 p.m.

The draft master plan is available for review at the following locations:
   • Sumpter Township Offices, 23480 Sumpter Road, Belleville
   • Sumpter Community Center, 23501 Sumpter Road, Belleville
   • Belleville Public Library, 167 4th Street, Belleville

The draft plan is also available online on the Township’s website at                           
www.sumptertwp.com .

Please address questions and comments to Chris Nordstrom at                           
cnordstrom@cwaplan.com or by phone at (734) 662-2200.

Publish: January 12, 2017

Sumpter Township  Public Notice

SE Michigan Pug-n-Play 
set for Sunday at Wayne 
County Fairgrounds
   The Southeast Michigan Pug-n-Play, an 
off-leash playtime among friendly pugs 
and pug owners, will be held at 2 p.m. 
Sunday, Jan. 15, in the Abbott Building at 
the Wayne County Fairgrounds on Quirk 
Road. www.meetup.com/semichiganpugs
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Editorial

Peggy Morgan is 
new treasurer of 
Sumpter Township
   There were a lot of tears at Tuesday’s 
meeting of the Sumpter Township Board 
of Trustees. Treasurer Alan Bates died 
suddenly on Christmas Eve and the board 
had just 45 days to replace him.
   Supervisor John Morgan submitted the 
name of Trustee Peggy Morgan (no relative) 
to replace Bates and this was approved 
unanimously by the board.
   She was immediately sworn in by Clerk 
Clarence Hoffman, Jr. and seated as 
treasurer.
   New Treasurer Morgan asked Karen 
Armatis to remain as deputy treasurer and 
she agreed. Actually, Armatis is also deputy 
supervisor, as well.
   Since the trustee position became vacant, 
Supervisor Morgan appointed former 
longtime deputy clerk Esther Hurst to the 
position. The vote was 5-1, with Clerk 
Hoffman voting no.
   Hurst had been Hoffman’s deputy for 
many years and then retired. After that, she 
ran against Hoffman for the clerk’s position, 
which wounded Hoffman.
   Deputy Clerk Janet Hoffman swore in 
Hurst to her new position and she took her 
seat at the board table.
   Tim Rush, a previous Republican trustee 
and a candidate who received more than 
2,000 votes in last November’s election, said 
the board could have healed a lot of wounds 
in the township if it would have appointed 
him trustee. Other candidates showed their 
dismay at the appointments. The turmoil 
continues.

   I talked to Elaine at Wayne County and 
she confirmed the county crew will be back 
to finish its work on the E. Huron River 
Drive bridge over the Huron River. And, 
they will close the bridge again.
   She said the project won’t continue until 
the weather breaks in the spring. She said 
the county will alert Van Buren Township 
when it’s time to close the bridge again.
   And, we assume the township will alert 
us so we can alert you. Last time a date was 
set and then unset. Then they just closed 
the bridge for a couple of weeks, including 
the time of the 10” snowfall.
   The cement sides of the bridge are still all 
broken up with the rebar showing and some 
of the cement on the roadway is crumbling 
already. Yes, there is still work to be done.
   This bridge project was in mid December. 
It made everyone crazy because of the 
detours. Downtown Belleville became 
a big traffic jam, especially with the big 
semis trying to make turns at Five Points. 
And, people complained a lot about the 
Lower Huron Clinton Metropark charging 
cars without park permits a $10 fee just to 
drive through from E. Huron River Drive / 
Haggerty to Bemis/Haggerty.
   Can hardly wait until it’s closed again.

***
   On our Van Buren Township dispatch 
log last week there was an armed robbery 
listed at Wendy’s at about 6:43 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Dec. 28.
   VBT Police Lt. Charles Bazzy said 
Wendy’s was not robbed. An individual 
walking down the North I-94 Service Drive 
claimed to have been robbed at gun point 
by four individuals in a car. The victim is 
a transient that was walking though Van 

Buren Township on his way to Chicago. 
The victim was not injured, but he was 
transported to the hospital for  evaluation 
and treatment at his request.
   Another armed robbery listed on the log at 
3:03 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 29, on Haggerty 
Road, was unfounded, Lt. Bazzy said.

***
   On Tuesday morning just before 8 there 
was an accident on West Huron River Drive 
between Hoeft and Farm roads in Van 
Buren Township. Fire Chief Dan Besson 
was on the scene. I’m told part of the road 
was blocked off, so those hurrying to work 
in the city of Belleville had to turn around 
and take the South I-94 Service Drive in. 
I understand two vehicles were towed and 
no one was taken to the hospital.
   We had snow overnight, so there were 
several vehicle accidents that morning.

***
   After the snow on Tuesday, came the rain 
and the wind. At the regular meeting of 
the Belleville Area District Library Board 
that night, Library Director Mary Jo Suchy 
reported that it appears the mystery roof 
leak over the public computers has been 
solved. She and another person went on 
the roof a few weeks ago and filled some 
places they thought might be suspicious.

***
   At Tuesday’s meeting of the Sumpter 
Township Board of Trustees, Police Chief 
Eric Luke announced that Sumpter had one 
homicide during the month of December. 

He said that the 81-year-old male that 
allegedly was attacked by his grandson on 
Dec 2 fought for his life for three weeks 
and died Dec. 23. The grandson will have 
his aggravated assault charge changed to 
homicide.

***
   Also at Sumpter’s 
meeting, township 
attorney Rob Young 
said he was talking with 
the Huron Township 
attorney who told him 
at its meeting the Huron 
Township board took 
a moment to remember Alan Bates, the 
Sumpter Treasurer who died on Christmas 
Eve. Bates had many friends in Huron 
and many business dealings with Huron 
residents.
   At its meeting later Tuesday, the Belleville 
Area District Library Board also spoke 
of Bates and how he was a huge library 
supporter who fought for the best library 
they could afford – especially for Sumpter.
   Library Board vice chairwoman Mary 
Jane Dawson said her husband came back 
from an early library committee meeting 
and said Bates wanted “more than a closet 
with a Commodore 64 in it for Sumpter.” 
She said both Bates and late Trustee Bill 
Hamm were advocates for the library.

***
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LettersColumbia Court
Apartments

275 W. Columbia • Belleville

734-697-8200
Minutes From Shopping, Freeways & Restaurants

For Studio Apartments Only.
Accepting Applications for Individuals 62 & Older

H.U.D. Guidlines Apply
A Senior Facility of National Church Residences

Affordable Housing • Sec 8-202

BARBARA ROGALLE MILLER
Attorney At Law
321 Main Street

Belleville, Michigan 48111
(734) 697-4455 - Fax (734) 697-7177

--Anais Nin

"Life shrinks or expands in
proportion to one's courage."

“The sign of great leaders is not what they 
accomplish on their own. But what they 

accomplish through others.”
-- John Maxwell 

Pleasing You, Pleases Us

734-325-7799
Members & Qualified Guests

Belleville Family Center # 934
45476 Harris Road
Belleville, MI 48111
bellevillemoose.com

moose934@yahoo.com

Weekday & Weekend Rates

Bartending Service Provided -
Catering Available -- Ask for Tiff!

Free Wi-Fi Hotspot!

Loyal Order of Moose • Women of the Moose • Moose Legion

The Family Fraternity

“Do or do not. There is no try.”
– Yoda

“The devil has put a penalty on all things 
we enjoy in life. Either we suffer in 

health or we suffer in soul or we get fat.
– Albert Einstein

Dr. Raymond Sayegh 
retires from dentistry
To my dental patients and dear friends:
   At the beginning of this summer, I 
sustained an accident that dislocated my 
hip replacement. It shattered my femur 
bone. After extensive surgery I was 
confined to a wheel chair. It took 45 days 
in the hospital and physical therapy so that 
I could walk again, but with a walker. At 
that point, I had all the intentions to come 
back and practice dentistry. Unfortunately, 
the progress of my treatment did not occur 
as anticipated.
   After consulting with my orthopedic 
surgeon and with mixed emotions, I was 
advised to retire. My leg cannot sustain the 
pressure of working again.
   Luckily I share my office with two 
dedicated dentists: Dr. Mark Fogarty and 
Dr. Laila Carr. They will take care of all 
your dental needs with the friendly manner 
that you have always had. The new office 
phone number is as follows: (734) 697-
9200.
   Thank you, Belleville, for my 45 years of 
practicing dentistry. I am indebted to each 
and every one of you. I greatly value our 
relationship and for your loyalty, trust, and 
friendship over these many years. I will 
cherish all the memories. And, I will miss 
you all.
Warmest regards,
Raymond Sayegh, DDS
256 Third St., Belleville

Ms. Toth should focus on 
new community
To the Editor:
   I find it very interesting that Ms. Toth felt 
the need to write about the potential conflict 
of interest with Ms. Frazier being on both 
the Van Buren Public Schools Board of 
Education and the Van Buren Township 
Board now, after all elections have been 
completed. Not to mention, that was a very 
lengthy letter to write, especially when it 
turns out there is no conflict of interest with 
Ms. Frazier being on both boards.  
   Why would a lady who has moved 
quite some distance away feel the need 
to raise this non-issue at this time? Could 
it be because the former board members 
did not anticipate two completely new 
board members being elected -- and one 
former board member who wants change? 
I don’t think there will be the six versus 
one mentality we have suffered through 
for so long -- now there is an even playing 
field. Or, could it be sour grapes since Ms. 
Frazier was the only person not mentioned 

in the lawsuit filed by the Savage Four? We 
hear depositions are underway now in that 
lawsuit.  
   Either way, Ms. Toth, we hope you enjoy 
your new community and focus on them 
now.  We have some things to clean up here 
but we have hope that things will continue 
to improve with our new Superintendent 
and new Board of Education.
Andrea VanDenBergh
Van Buren Township

Thank you for support 
for my candidacy
To the Editor:
        The first meeting of the newly 
elected Van Buren School Board was 
Monday, 9 January. I would like to take this 
opportunity to personally thank everyone 
who supported my own run for the board, both 
financially as well as at the polls.
   I would also like to congratulate every 
candidate that ran for school board. Win or 
lose, it was a good race and I can honestly 
say, as my first time running, it was made 
all the more enjoyable by the support I 
received.
   I ran with three candidates with 
whom I had never before met, but who 
embody the very reason someone 
should run for public office.   It is to 
the betterment of our township that Susan 
Featheringill and Simone Pinter both were 
triumphant. Both have the honesty and 
integrity our community needs to move 
our township forward.  They will serve our 
community well, I am sure of it.
   Please give these two women and 
the rest of the newly elected board 
your full support as they navigate 
through the educational waters and 
take our township to a higher level.
Victor Delibera
Van Buren Township

Here’s my wish to you 
for the new year
To the Editor:
   My wish for the new year: Peace on Earth 
Good Will to Man, especially in Syria, 
Chicago, and Washington, D.C.
Mickey Widener
Van Buren Township

Birthdays
   Jan. 13 – Doug Dalton
   Jan. 14 – Sharon Barrera
   Jan. 17 – Leon Wright, Kim Tindall, Toni 
Bennett
   Jan. 20 – Ernest Guzman
   Jan. 21 – Lisa Posegay
   Jan. 22 – Jose Lopez
   Jan. 28 – Wendy Combs, Debra Stevens-
Crawford, Henry Daroci
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Would you like to have
your Church listed in this

directory? Call Advertising 
Manager Bob Mytych at

734-699-9020 today!

Bethany Bible Church
810 E. Huron River Dr.       Belleville, Michigan 48111

(734) 697-7456
Sunday:  Adult Bible classes & Children’s Sunday School - 9:45am
                Morning Worship - 11:00am
Wednesday:  House of Prayer - 6:30pm • Children and Teens - 6:30pm
                         Kids Awana - 6:30 to 8:15pm (Fall through Spring)
Please visit our website for more information: bethanybiblechurch.com

WE’RE A/C & TRANSMISSION SPECIALISTS!

Read John 3:16 & Acts 2:4
Phone (734) 699-6147   Cell (734) 740-1910

LIBERTY GOSPEL CHURCH
105 N. LIBERTY, BELLEVILLE

Worship in
Spirit & Truth.

HTTP://LIBERTYGOSPELCHURCH.ORG

Sunday Worship  - 10 a.m.
Tuesday Worship  - 7 p.m.
Pastor Bernie Travis

OPEN ARMS LUTHERAN 
CHURCH & DAYCARE

7865 Belleville Rd., Belleville, MI 48111
(734) 699-5000

9 a.m. Adult Bible Class  10 a.m. Worship
www.openarmscenter.com

Towing Available
Open Weekdays 8 a.m – 5 p.m.

Family Owned & Operated For 40 Years!

(734) 699-3185

409 W. Columbia Ave., Belleville, MI 48111 
(734) 697-1211

▪ Saturday Mass: 6:00pm
▪ Sunday Masses:  8:30am & 10:30am
stanthonybelleville.weconnect.com

ST. ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH

EMail: nettroandco@comcast.net
http://www.angelanettro.featuredwebsite.com

  Residential * Commercial * Vacant * Repos * Short Sales

Fax: (734) 697-3531
P.O. Box 592, Belleville, MI 48112

“Real Estate with Real Service”

More Letters

FREE ESTIMATES! 697-1777
Call Charles "Toby" Leis - anytime

Licensed Master Plumber
#81-10257 "Insured"

Certified Back Flow Cross
Connection Inspector
& Testing

C.A.L. Plumbing & Heating
"Quality and Service you can depend on"

734-461-9458
Visit us @

fmar1.org
and on

Promoting a
Healthy
and Safe
Environment
for All.

Where Pets
and
People Meet.

VISIT WWW.FRIENDSOFMICHIGAN.ORG 
TO ADOPT, DONATE, AND VOLUNTEER!

RIVER OF LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
870 Savage Rd., Belleville, MI 48111

(734) 699-6700
Worship Sunday: 10:30 a.m.  Wed. Family Night: 7-8:15 p.m.
Boys & Girls Ministries, Youth, College & Career, and Seniors Ministry. 

Visit rol-ag.com

CORNERSTONE BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Bob Putnam

Sunday Worship: 11:00 a.m. • Wednesday Bible Study: 6:00 p.m.
HIS PLACE CHURCH
Pastor Charles Turnbill

Sunday Service: 6:00 p.m. • Friday Service: 6:00 p.m.
712 E. Grand Blvd., Ypsilanti, MI 48198

You can have confidence with CS&R
Proudly Providing Quality Service Since 1992

Judges say our briefs are the “best they have read” 

“Helping you to get a fresh start today!”

CS & R DIVORCE & DISABILITY    734-425-1074
28473 WARREN ROAD, GARDEN CITY, MI 48135 (located in the MERCEDES PLAZA)

WEBSITE:  www.GetitDoneWithoutLawyers.com

Save up to 80%
DIVORCE (starting at $75)
SSI & DISABILITY CASES

*   GUARDIANSHIP   *   QDRO - QUALIFIED DOMESTIC RELATION ORDER
*   TEMPORARY CUSTODY ORDERS  *   POWER OF ATTORNEY / WILLS
*   PARENTING TIME MOTIONS  *   PROBATE / INHERITANCE
*   CHILD SUPPORT MOTIONS  *   QUIT CLAIM DEEDS 
*   ELMINATE BACK CHILD SUPPORT *   Find MISSING PERSONS/SPOUSE
*   LEGAL CASE BRIEFS

Pastor Bob Lafferty
16650 Sumpter Rd., Belleville

734-345-9053
Sunday Morning Service 10:30    Wednesday Bible Study 6:30

Friday Youth Night 6:30
http://www.bellevillelighthousechurch.org

BELLEVILLE LIGHTHOUSE CHURCH

State Farm®

RESIDENTIAL AND
COMMERCIAL

westbranchbuilders@yahoo.com

LICENSED
INSURED

SERVING OUR
COMMUNITY FOR
OVER 38 YEARS

PHONE 734-476-1098

21321 KARR RD
BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

It’s time to register
for baseball, softball
To the Editor:
   Believe it or not with the holidays past us 
it’s time for baseball and softball registration 
to begin for the 2017 spring season of the 
Van Buren Area Little League.

   On-line registration opened last Friday 
Jan. 6, and will close on Sunday Feb. 26. 
Go to www.vanburenarealittleleague.org 
, create an account, select the division 
for your child or children, and complete 
registration. You will not be permitted to 
submit registration until full payment is 
made.
   The Van Buren Area Little League also has 
some walk-in registration dates scheduled. 

These dates are listed below and will be held 
at the Wayne County Community College 
on Haggerty Road. If your child or children 
have never played for VBALL then a copy 
of their birth certificate is required.
Walk-in Dates – January:
   • Saturday, Jan. 14, 11 a.m.-1 p.m.
   • Wednesday, Jan. 25, 6-8 p.m.
   • Saturday, Jan. 28, 11 a.m.-1 p.m.
Walk-in dates – February:

   • Wednesday, Feb. 8, 6-8 p.m.
   • Saturday, Feb. 11, 11 a.m.-1 p.m.
   • Wednesday, Feb. 22, 6-8 p.m.
   • Saturday, Feb. 25, 11 a.m.-1 p.m.
   Any questions? Please email us at 
vanburenarealittleleague@yahoo.com.    
We accept cash, checks, and credit cards.
Thank you,
Marc Littleson
Van Buren Area Little League
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Obituaries

(734) 697-4500
David C. Brown, Manager   Shelly A. Brown-Chudzinski, Director

Complete Line of Monuments & Markers.
www.DAVIDCBROWNFH.com

David C. Brown Funeral Home

460 E. HURON RIVER DR., BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

Specializing in Celebration of Life Services.

Ypsilanti
(734) 482-6000
Sumpter Twp.

(734) 699-6000
www.janowiakfuneralhome.com

Simplified Cremation
$1,695

Includes arrangement conference, 
local transportation, crematory, 

cremation container, website 
obituary and video tribute.

Does not include medical examiner
cremation fee, taxes, or 

certified death certificates.

Let Us Help.

Higgerson & Neal Are Funeral Prearrangements Transferable? 
YES! 

AT HIGGERSON & NEAL FUNERAL HOME 
WE HONOR ALL EXISTING PRE ARRANGEMENTS 

WITH OTHER FUNERAL HOMES. 
ONLY YOUR SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED TO TRANSFER 

AND WE HANDLE THE REST. 
GIVE US A CALL 

209 Main St., Belleville, Michigan 48111 

734-697-9400 

Funeral Home 
Continuing an 84 year Belleville 

Tradition Since 1932 
James L. Higgerson, Manager 

Beverly E. Neal, Director 
 

Are Funeral Prearrangements
Transferable?

YES!
AT HIGGERSON & NEAL

FUNERAL HOME WE HONOR 
ALL EXISTING

PREARRANGEMENTS WITH 
OTHER FUNERAL HOMES. 
ONLY YOUR SIGNATURE IS 

REQUIRED TO TRANSFER AND 
WE HANDLE THE REST.

GIVE US A CALL
209 Main Street

Belleville, Michigan 48111

734-697-9400

Higgerson & Neal Are Funeral Prearrangements Transferable? 
YES! 

AT HIGGERSON & NEAL FUNERAL HOME 
WE HONOR ALL EXISTING PRE ARRANGEMENTS 

WITH OTHER FUNERAL HOMES. 
ONLY YOUR SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED TO TRANSFER 

AND WE HANDLE THE REST. 
GIVE US A CALL 

209 Main St., Belleville, Michigan 48111 

734-697-9400 

Funeral Home 
Continuing an 84 year Belleville 

Tradition Since 1932 
James L. Higgerson, Manager 

Beverly E. Neal, Director 
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JEAN MARIE WIEDERHOFT
January 6, 1923 - December 27, 2016
Jean Marie Wiederhoft, 93, of Belleville, 
Michigan, died Tuesday, December 27, 2016, 
at St. Joseph Mercy Hospital. She was born 
January 6, 1923, in Ann Arbor, Michigan.
Mrs. Wiederhoft was employed as a sales 
consultant with the Young’s Dress Shop in 
Ypsilanti. She is a member of Emmanuel 
Lutheran Church in Ypsilanti and will always 
be remembered for her love of flowers and 
spending time at the Lake.
Survivors include two daughters: Nancy 
(Paul) Nemeth and Judy (Donald) Samworth; 
grandchildren: Jeffrey Nemeth, Traci Beckley, 
Christina Tennyson, and Marty Samworth; 
great-grandchildren: Bailey, Brock, Lexi, 
Braylin, and Zain Tennyson, Paige and Brady 
Beckley, Nixon and Grayson Samworth. She 
was preceded in death by her husband Charles 
Wiederhoft and her brother Donald Bender.
No services are scheduled at this time. 
Arrangements by Janowiak Funeral Home Inc., 
“Where Families Come First.” 

Jean Marie Wiederhoft

DARRELL WAYNE SIZEMORE
(February 15, 1959 – January 8, 2017)
Darrell Wayne “Big D” Sizemore, age 57, of 
Van Buren Township, died peacefully at his 
home on Sunday morning, January 8, 2017.
Darrell is the loving father of Eric (Kristen) 
Sizemore of Ypsilanti; cherished son of Wiley 
Sizemore of Belleville; dear brother of Deborah 
(Ronald) Duncan of Romulus, Wiley Sizemore 
Jr. of Belleville and Teresa Sizemore, also 
of Belleville; proud grandpa of Katelyn and 
Shawn. Darrell is also survived by several 
nieces and nephews and great nieces and 
nephews. Sadly, his is preceded in death by his 
son, Shawn Sizemore.
Born on February 15, 1959 in Ypsilanti, 
Darrell was a mechanic with both Horste 
Manufacturing and Ford Motor Company. 
He enjoyed following and playing sports. He 
played basketball in high school and enjoyed 
watching football with his father. Hunting 
and fishing with both his father and son were 
memorable times, and attending bluegrass music 
concerts will be remembered. He was a faithful 
member of the Church of God and was known 
for being a social person. His sense of humor 
and smile were well-known, and he enjoyed 
making people laugh. He will be truly missed.  
A funeral service will be held at 1 p.m., 
Thursday, January 12, 2017 in the main chapel 
of David C. Brown Funeral Home, Belleville 
(734) 697-4500.  Pastor Jonathan Fuson will 
officiate.  A procession will follow to Hillside 
Cemetery for the interment prayers.
Visiting hours have been arranged for 
Wednesday from 4 until 8 p.m., and one hour 
prior to the service on Thursday.  Memorial 
donations in Darrell’s honor may be made to 
the Belleville V.F.W.

Darrell Wayne Sizemore

ROGER WATSON HAYSLIP
(August 5, 1945 - January 6, 2017)
Age 71, longtime resident of Sumpter Township, 
died in Florida. Survived by brothers Ralph and 
David; daughter Kathy Kirchner, son Roger Jr., 
four grandchildren. Service planned at Brown 
Funeral Home.

PETER B. KLEIN
(April 14, 1952 - January 06, 2017)
Age 64 of Van Buren Township. Survived by 
wife April; children Scott, Jeff, Joseph, Rachel; 
three siblings; four grandchildren. Celebration 
of Life, 11 a.m. Jan. 14 at New Life Bible 
Baptist Church, Ypsilanti. Arrangements by 
Janowiak Funeral Home.

Neal Allen VanAken

NEAL A. VAN AKEN
(August 24, 1953 - January 9, 2017)
Neal Allen VanAken, age 63, of Sumpter 
Township, MI, passed away Monday, January 
9, 2017 at Henry Ford Hospital, Detroit, MI.
He was born August 24, 1953 in Detroit, MI, son 
of Franklin Roger & Marjorie Jane (Valliere) 
VanAken.   He worked for the City of Detroit 
Water Department for many years.
He enjoyed hunting, fishing and being outdoors 
on his farm.  He was an avid golfer who also 
enjoyed a game of Cribbage. He was a simple 
man who cherished time spent with his girls.
Neal is survived by his loving wife of 42 
years, Janis Marie (Perry) VanAken; two 
daughters Michelle (Travis) Juriga of Livonia, 
MI and Rachel (Maurice Scott) VanAken of 
Richmond, Virginia; grandson Lucas Juriga of 
Livonia; his parents Franklin R. & Marjorie 
VanAken of Bayonet Point, Florida; father-
in-law Thomas Perry of Jackson, MI; brother 
Jimmy VanAken of Napolean, MI; sister-in-law 
Zenaida VanAken from Hudson, Florida; also 
numerous other extended family and friends. 
He was preceded in death by his brother Robert 
VanAken in March 2016, mother-in-law Dolores 
Perry, also sister-in-law Kathy VanAken.
Cremation rites have been accorded. Visitation 
will be 4-8 p.m. Friday and Noon until 1 p.m. 
Saturday at David C. Brown Funeral Home, 460 
E. Huron River Dr., Belleville, MI  48111-2764 
(734) 697-4500.  A Celebration of Life Service 
will be 1 p.m. Saturday at the funeral home with 
Pastor Gordon Moore officiating.
Memorial contributions may be made to Huron 
Valley Conservation Association and would be 
appreciated.  Please sign his on-line guest book 
and share a memory for his family to treasure at 
www.davidcbrownfh.com .

Page 7
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In-Home Service Calls Too!

(734) 697-3206
Bemis Road @ Savage Roads

WE SELL USED
APPLIANCES!
Pick-Up & Delivery

JOE’S APPLIANCES

Hours:
Monday - Saturday  6am – 10pm

 Sunday  7am – 9pm

734-697-1000
9624 Belleville Rd.

Belleville, MI

www.leosconeyisland.com With Beverage Purchase
No Coupon Needed!

$200

OFF
Your Entire Bill

of $20 or More
With coupon. Not to be 

combined with any other 
offer or discount.

BAI

10%
OFF

Your Entire Bill
With coupon. Not to be 

combined with any other 
offer or discount.

BAI

D A I L Y  D I N N E R  S P E C I A L S     
SUNDAY -- TURKEY DINNER & 
                           POT ROAST

MONDAY -- OPEN FACE ROAST BEEF

TUESDAY -- FATTOUSH SALAD

             & MEDITERRANEAN PLATE

WEDNESDAY -- ITALIAN NIGHT

THURSDAY -- POLISH DINNERS

FRIDAY -- AYCE FISH - $9.49
SATURDAY -- CHEF’S CHOICE

4 P.M. TO
9 P.M.

BREAKFAST SPECIALS

MONDAY - FRIDAY
6am - 11am

Starting at only $2.79

LIVE MUSIC
GUITARIST

NATHAN SWEET
Tuesdays

6–8:30 p.m.

CLOWN
FACE PAINTING

& BALLOONS
Mondays
6–8 p.m.

MAGICIAN
TABLE
MAGIC

Thursdays
6–8:30 p.m.

Try The New Belleville 
Scramble, Monte Cristo, 
Ultimate Hash Browns 
or Our Other Lunch & 

Dinner Specials!

SPECIALIZING IN LARGE AND HAZARDOUS REMOVALS

PROFESSIONAL
TREE SERVICE
24 HR. EMERGENCY SERVICE
TREE TRIMMING & REMOVAL

STUMP & SHRUBBERY REMOVAL
TREE CRANES -- FULLY INSURED

BUCKET TRUCK RENTALS • FIREWOOD
FREE ESTIMATES

SENIOR CITIZEN DISCOUNT

EMERGENCIES & 
BELLEVILLE AREA

Call Tom (313) 670-1667
WAYNE • WESTLAND

Call Joe (734) 664-9285

Same Day Denture Repair
Snap on Smiles

Lumineers / Bleaching /
Bonding / Extractions / Fillings / Root Canals

Healthy Kids & Healthy Adults

Accurate Dental Denture Inc.
QUALITY CARING SERVICE AT AFFORDABLE PRICES

FOR ADULTS & CHILDREN
CROWNS / PARTIALS / DENTURES

(SOFT AND FLEXIBLE)

734-697-5477
781 Sumpter Rd. Belleville

Accuratedentalco@aol.com
Welcome

Dr. Jungpark, D.M.D and Dr. Q. Ming Jin, D.D.S.

Most Insurances Accepted

2 Day Dentures
Available

Quality Dentures at
Affordable Prices
SENIOR DISCOUNTS

NEW PATIENT
SPECIAL

$4999 Includes
Exam, Cleaning

& X-Rays
WITH

COUPON 

Claudia is a special kitty 
girl looking for an equally 
special home to call her 
own. She’s a petite sweetie 
that loves to engage with 
her people visitors. She likes 
coming up to say “Hi” and 
to get pets but especially 
likes to engage you in 
some playtime. Although 
considered an adult now, 
Claudia hasn’t given up 
being a kitten at heart and 
eagerly plays whenever she 
can. Feisty and fun is her 
favorite way to spend the 
day. She does display some 
“cattitude” if she has to share 
your attention with other cats 
and will probably do best in 
an only cat home where she 
gets you all to herself. Her 
pretty diluted calico coat 
is cotton ball soft and just 
the perfect icing covering 
this affectionate and playful 
kitty. Come give yourself a 
special kitty treat by calling 
to meet Claudia today. 
She’s spayed, vaccinated, 
tested neg. for FeLuk/FIV 
and micro-chipped. Call 
Friends of Michigan 
Animals Rescue at 
734-461-9458 or visit our 
website    fmar1.org   for  
more information.

“CLAUDIA”

ORPHAN
OF THE

WEEK

additional evidence.
   The jury trial requested by Po is now set 
for Feb. 23 and 24.
   Po is charged with one felony count of 
delivering / manufacturing 5-45 kilograms 
of marijuana on Aug. 16 at his home at 
45025 Harris Road.
   If found guilty of the charge, Po could be 
imprisoned for 7 years and/or pay a fine of 
$500,000.
   Defense attorney Scott Ruark drafted a 
motion that was to be presented Jan. 6 to 
dismiss the charge against Nelson Po based 
upon entrapment. He will now present and 
argue his motion to dismiss on Feb. 3.
   Ruark will argue that the Deferred 
Prosecution Agreement, signed by Sumpter 
Township and Po on Nov. 3, 2015, is an 
illegal drug deal – 200 pounds of marijuana 
for $40,000 – and that Sumpter Township 
used it to entrap Nelson Po into breaking 
the law.
   Sumpter Township Police already have 
confiscated about $1 million worth of 
possessions owned by Po and his wife 
Clarita.
   Clarita Po is suing Sumpter Township 

Nelson Po
(continued from page 1)

Police Detective John Toth in a civil case 
before Wayne County Circuit Court Judge 
Robert J. Colombo.
      She sued the township, its supervisor, 
and Det. Toth following the raid in August 
on her home and her husband’s marijuana 
grow house. She was jailed and then 
released without any charges filed against 
her.
   Sumpter Township and Supervisor John 
Morgan were withdrawn from the case due 

to governmental immunity. Det. Toth is the 
only defendant left in that case. Discovery 
in that case runs until April 14.

The Belleville-Area
Independent New Website
is Now Online! Visit us @ 

bellevilleareaindependent.com

Read The Newspaper 
On The Web!
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*Some restrictions apply. Contact Perspective Eyecare for details.

Dr. Robert Kennedy, O.D.
11824 Belleville Road
Belleville, MI 48111

734.699.1010

perspectiveeyecare.com

25% OFF BUY ONE COMPLETE PAIR OF 
GLASSES and GET 25% OFF  
ANOTHER COMPLETE PAIR*

IMPORTED
BEER, WINE &

LIQUOR
and

CIGARETTES
HOURS

Mon-Thurs
10 am - 10 pm

Fri 10 am - 11 pm
Sat 11 am - 11 pm

Sun
11 am - 9 pm

BUY 2
16” SUBS
GET A FREE
2 LITER OF 

POP 

3 LARGE 
PIZZAS

with CHEESE &
2 TOPPINGS

$2399
DOUBLE

CHEESE EXTRA

2 MEDIUM 
PIZZAS

with 2 TOPPINGS
plus 8pc Bread Stix

$1799
DOUBLE

CHEESE EXTRA

$300 OFF
ANY LARGE
CHICAGO

STYLE PIZZA or
$200 OFF

ANY SMALL
CHICAGO

STYLE PIZZA 
DOUBLE CHEESE EXTRA

2 LARGE 
PIZZAS
with CHEESE &

2 TOPPINGS
plus 8pc Bread Stix

$1899
DOUBLE

CHEESE EXTRA

With Zino’s Coupon. Coupon Expires 1-31-2017 With Zino’s Coupon. Coupon Expires 1-31-2017 With Zino’s Coupon. Coupon Expires 1-31-2017 With Zino’s Coupon. Coupon Expires 1-31-2017 With Zino’s Coupon. Coupon Expires 1-31-2017

We Accept Credit Cards

*WAC. Certain restrictions apply.

Mohawk
734-513-4108

Joy Road between 
Middlebelt and Inkster

Belleville Manor
734-699-7700

Belleville Road just 1 mile 
north of I-94

Van Buren Estates
734-697-6159
3 miles south of I-94 

at the Rawsonville exit

Up to $2,500 as a credit
when you purchase a select Franklin owned home in 
one	of	our	fine	communities	through	March	31,	2017.*

Call one of our sales associates today or 
visit our website for details on our homes.

FranklinHomeSales.com

We’ll DOUBLE
Your Down Payment!

Got	a	big	holiday	bonus?	Tax	return?	Lottery	winnings?

   On Tuesday morning Van Buren Township 
Director of Public Safety Gregory Laurain 
sent the following news release.
   At about 8:11 a.m. Saturday, Van Buren 
Township Police received information 
that a larceny of a utility trailer was in 
progress.
   Employees from a storage lot at Haggerty 
and Van Born roads alerted police that a 
white male subject was in the process of 

stealing their work trailer and they were 
chasing the suspect in his vehicle as he was 
driving off in his red pickup truck with the 
trailer.
   The employees followed the suspect’s 
vehicle and trailer in tow down Haggerty 
to Ecorse Road eastbound, at which 
time the suspect crashed into a guardrail 
disconnecting the trailer from the truck at
the entrance ramp onto southbound I-275.

   The suspect’s vehicle continued 
southbound on I-275 at a high rate of speed 
and then onto eastbound I-94 where a Van 
Buren Police cruiser attempted to effect a 
traffic stop.
   The suspect vehicle which was reported 
as stolen, was failing to stop for police and 
continued at a high rate of speed traveling 
eastbound on I-94.
   In the area of I-94 and Merriman, the 

suspect vehicle left the eastbound lane 
of I-94, crossed the median and drove 
eastbound in the westbound lanes of I-94 in 
an attempt to elude police. The suspect then 
continued across all lanes of westbound 
I-94 and exited the vehicle while in motion, 
running on foot.
   The suspect vehicle continued to roll 
several hundred feet before making impact 
with a cement freeway wall.
   Officers observed the suspect running 
into a wooded area and there Van Buren 
Police apprehended him shortly thereafter.
   The suspect, identified as Timothy 
Komendera, 50-year-old male from 
Detroit, has been arraigned by the presiding 
34th District Court Judge on two counts of 
Larceny (over $20,000) and one count of 
3rd-Degree Flee & Eluding. His bond is 
set at $50,000/10%. His probable cause 
hearing is set for Jan. 18 at 9 a.m. at 34th 
District Court and a preliminary exam is to 
be held on Jan. 25.

Vehicle pursuit on I-275 and I-94 ends in arrest of suspect by VBT PD

MSP School Bus 
Inspection Report
   The Michigan State Police School Bus 
Inspection Report for School Year 2015/2016 
for the Van Buren Public Schools showed: 57 
pass, 4 yellow, 6 red for a total of 67 buses 
inspected.
   For the 2014/2015 school year, the inspections 
showed: 39 pass, 16 yellow, 4 red, for a total of 
59 buses inspected.
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10200 Railroad Street, Willis, Michigan
(South end of Meridian St, off Willis Rd, Between Rawsonville and Bunton)

(734) 461-1111 willisfeed@att.net
We look forward 
to seeing you soon.

Bunton
Rd

Willis Rd

Meridian St

Rawsonville Rd

Railroad Tracks

We carry a wide variety of the very best:
•  Dog and Cat Food
•  Wild Bird and Squirrel Food
•  Certified Organic Products   •  Hay and Straw
•  Poultry Food   •  Horse and Livestock Feed

LIKE US ON

HOURS:
MON-FRI 9AM-6PM  •  SAT 9AM-5PM

SUN 12PM-4PM

The 
Willis Feed

Mill
   

EXPRESS TIRE
AND AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

10625 Belleville Road, Belleville, MI 48111  (734) 697-2424
For more savings visit our website @ www.expresstiremi.com!

Ask About Rebates on Select Tires.

We Accept Competitor’s Coupons.

HOURS:
MONDAY – FRIDAY
8 A.M. – 6 P.M.

SATURDAYS
8 A.M. – 2 P.M.

… AND MANY OTHER TIRE BRANDS
AT COMPETITIVE PRICES

America’s Tire Since 1900

THE NEXT REVOLUTION IN TIRES

OIL CHANGE
SPECIAL!

$2495*

Includes synthetic blend up to 5 quarts, 
filter, 25 point inspection, battery test, 

coolant test, etc. *By appointment only.
Add a tire rotation for an additional $10.

libertytax

FAST!

$1,300
GET UP    TO

If you’re approved for
Easy Advance*

9886 Belleville Rd
Across from Meijer next to

Happy's Pizza
Belleville, MI 48111
734-345-1295

226 W Michigan Ave
Downtown Across from Library

Ypsilanti, MI 48197
734-547-6653

1512 Washtenaw Ave
At Mansfield next to Biggby

Coffee
Ypsilanti, MI 48197
734-547-3114

*An Easy Advance (EA) is a loan secured by your tax refund and is offered by Republic Bank & Trust
Company, member FDIC, to eligible taxpayers. There are no fees or interest associated with the
EA. Loan amount options are determined by your expected tax refund less authorized fees.
Subject to underwriting and approval. EA proceeds are typically available within 24 hours of IRS
acceptance of tax return (or within 24 hours of filing for those filing before the IRS start date),
however, if direct deposit is selected it may take additional time for your financial institution to
post the funds to your account. Visit your Liberty office to learn about the cost and timing of all
filing and product options. Valid at participating locations. Valid Jan. 3-Feb. 28, 2017.

TEXT HIDALGO TO 28748 TO GET OUR MOBILE WEBSITE!

Authentic Mexican Restaurant

734-697-3271
333 Industrial Park Drive

Belleville, MI 48111
(Behind Family Dollar)

OPEN 7 DAYS
Mon-Thurs  11am-9pm

Fri-Sat  11am-10pm  Sun  Noon-9pm

 Everything Homemade
 Gluten Free Available
 Catering

Now
Serving
Alcohol!
CARRY OUTS 

TOO!
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with Bob Mytych

Minding
Your Business

Things to do in the
Belleville area...

Upcoming Meetings

KAREN’S
PLACE

A Salon
For Everyone

36968 Huron River Drive
New Boston, Michigan
Appointments & Walk-ins Welcome
734-753-9130

OPEN: Tues.– Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-3

A+ Rating with
YOUR HEATING & COOLING FAMILY

For Free Estimates, Call

(313) 381-2800
20740 Ecorse Road, Taylor, MI 48180

Have You Been Turned
Down for Credit? WE CAN HELP!

Credit Problems? Bankruptcy?
NO PROBLEM

We can design a system and budget plan just for you.

180 Days Same As Cash
6 Mo. 0% Interest

No Payments

Furnace Installed
$1075as low as HIGH

EFFICIENCY

Furnace Installed
$1650

10 year parts and labor

as low as SUPER HIGH
EFFICIENCY

FAMILY OWNED FOR OVER 38 YEARS!

LOWEST PRICES ON
TOP QUALITY REBUILT

REFRIGERATORS, STOVES,
WASHERS & DRYERS!

“Warranties On All Appliances”

HOME APPLIANCE OUTLET
10% OFF ANY APPLIANCE w/AD!

734-699-5330
851 Sumpter Rd. - Belleville

1 Mile South of I-94 - Belleville Rd. Exit 190
(Located in Belle Plaza)

 The Law Office of

  Amy M. Eversole
     “Where Education and the Law Meet”

Call 734-718-8574 152 Main St.
Suite 11
Belleville, Mich. 48111

Visit
www.amyeversolelaw.com

6 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. @ Van Buren Twp. Community Center
Participants receive a $100 Discount on a Basic Estate Planning Package.

For more information, contact:

Family Peace & Harmony Through Estate Planning
Free Seminar on Wednesday, January 18, 2017

YOUR SAFETY IS OUR PRIORITY!

BAI

Open Monday – Friday  8am - 6pm • Saturday  9am - 1pm

DISC BRAKE SPECIAL
PREMIUM PADS & ROTORS, INCLUDES 
LABOR, STARTING AT $225 OR LESS!

Most Cars. Restrictions Apply.
WITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 1-31-17
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WITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 1-31-17

$3999
BAI

HEATER 
CORE FLUSH Plus

Coolant

10% OFF
LABOR OVER $100

WITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 1-31-17

WINDOWS TINTED
WEDNESDAYS

CALL FOR APPOINTMENT
(734) 363-1608

841 Sumpter Rd., Belleville, MI 48111
LOCATED IN OLD SECRETARY OF STATE PLAZA

Walk in with your pay 
stub or W-2 form.
Start today.

EXPRESS REFUND ADVANCE UP TO $1,300.00

Call
(734) 732-4554

WORKING HARD FOR THE HARDEST WORKINGSM

   Zino’s Pizza at the corner of Sumpter and 
Bemis Roads is gearing up for super bowl 
weekend with great deals on pizza and subs 
with their ad coupons in today’s paper. They 
also offer catering and will deliver every-
thing from cigarettes to imported beer and 
wine. They’re open Monday through Thurs-
day, 10 a.m. to 10 p.m.; Friday, from 10 
a.m. to 11 p.m.; Saturday, from 11 a.m. to 
11 p.m.; and Sundays until 9 p.m. Call (734) 
697-7999 or (734) 697-8872.

***
   Doug Dalton Auctioneer will be holding 
his monthly Estate Antique Auction Friday, 
Jan. 13, at 4 and 5 p.m. at the Romulus Pro-
gressive Hall on Ozga Road. Items include 
more than 1,000 jazz albums sold in groups, 
over 1,000 toy trains sold in groups, antique 
furniture, lamps, crystal, glassware and 
more. Visit his website for lots of photos at 
wwwdougdaltonauctioneer.com . 

***
   Tickets are available for the upcoming 
Belleville Area Chamber of Commerce 
Awards Dinner, Holiday Party, and Silent 
Auction on Saturday, Jan. 21, from 6 to 
10 p.m. at the BYC in Belleville on Huron 
River Drive. Tickets are $50 each, which in-
cludes beer and wine, and dinner, beginning 
at 7 p.m. Dueling pianos will provide the en-
tertainment. Awards recipients include Ther-
ese Antonelli (Ted Kuckelman Award), Mar-
lene Mills (Leona Van Buhler Award), and 
Martin & Son (Business of the Year Award). 
Congratulations! For tickets or to reserve a 
seat, call the chamber at (734) 697-7151.

***
   Belleville Attorney Amy Eversole will be 
holding her Peace & Harmony Through Es-
tate Planning free seminar on Wednesday, 
Jan. 18, from 6 to 7:30 p.m. at the Van Bu-
ren Township Community Center on Tyler 
Road. Participants will receive a $100 dis-
count on basic real estate planning packages. 
For info, call Amy at (734) 718-8574. 

***
   Friends of Michigan Animals Rescue in 
Sumpter Township will be holding their 
Tractor Supply pet adoption clinic this Sat-
urday, Jan. 14, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 111 
Sage Court in Saline and next Saturday, Jan. 
21, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Petco Pet 
Store on West Warren Avenue across from 
Westland Mall. Call (734) 461-9458.

***
   Jackson Hewitt Tax Service at 841 Sumpter 
Road in the Belle Plaza is open and offering 
express refund advances up to $1,300. Sim-
ply walk in with your pay stub or W-2 form 
and start your return today. For details or to 
schedule an appointment, call Lisa or Tom at 
(734) 732-4554.

***
   Bethany Bible Church still has openings 
for its Belleville Basketball at Bethany 
League (K through sixth grade) starting this 
week and running through March 18. Cost is 
$45 per participant. For registration forms, 
times and other info, visit www.bethanybi-
blechurch.com or call (734) 697-7456.

   • Thursday, Jan. 12 – “Homegrown 
Knowledge: Staying Safe Online” starts at 7 
p.m. at the Belleville Area District Library. 
Librarian Amy Greschaw presents a fun, 
interactive lecture on how to secure your 
online accounts, and recognize and avoid 
scams. Free.
   • Saturday, Jan. 14 – You are invited to visit 
the Western Wayne County Quilt Guild on 
the second Saturday of each month at 10 a.m. 
in the Otisville Room at Van Buren Township 
Hall. All levels of sewers are welcome and 
there are lots of different projects.
   • Saturday, Jan. 14 – Roast Beef Dinner at 
Community United Methodist Church, 11160 
Olive at Bibbins, in Romulus, from 5 to 7 
p.m., $10/adults, $4/children 6-12.  For carry 
out call (734) 941-0736 after 5 p.m. that day.

   • Thursday, Jan. 12 – Keystone Academy 
school board, 6 p.m. Also, Sumpter Township 
Planning Commission at 7 p.m. Belleville 
Planning Commission, 7:30 p.m.
   • Tuesday, Jan. 17 – Belleville City Council, 
7:30 p.m. Van Buren Township Board of 
Zoning Appeals, 7 p.m.
   • Wednesday, Jan. 18 – Belleville Civil 
Service Commission, 9 a.m., to interview 
police officer candidates. Also, Van Buren 
Township Planning Staff Review, 1-4 p.m. 
Also, Belleville Downtown Development 
Authority, 6 p.m. Also, Van Buren Township 
Environmental Commission, 7 p.m.
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INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

PLUMBING • SEWER
DRAINS • HANDYMAN
Gutters Cleaned & 

Power Washing Too!
CALL US!

Local To The
Belleville Area. Call
(313) 740-6276. 

Ask For Bill.

“I still believe that if your aim is to 
change the world, journalism is a more 

immediate short-term weapon.”
– Tom Stoppard

SERVICES

Home Improvement & 
Handyman Service

Painting, Drywall, Carpentry, 
Electrical, Plumbing,

Ceramic Tile, Kitchens & Bath.
Serving Belleville Since 

1995. Call Aaron Schultz 
@ 734-740-0628

M.D. APPLIANCE
SERVICE

Refrigerators • Washers 
Dryers • Ranges
$20 House Call

Phone (734) 782-3354

Notice to Advertisers:
The Belleville-Area Independent will not be liable 
for failure to publish an ad as requested or for more 
than one incorrect insertion of an advertisement. 
In the event of any error or omission in printing or 
publication of an advertisement, you must notify 
us within five days of publication or on the date of 
insertion, if an ad is scheduled as part of a package, 
so there is time to correct subsequent publications. 
The Independent’s liability shall be limited to an   
adjustment for the cost of the space occupied by the 
error with a maximum liability being cancellation 
of the cost of the first incorrect advertisement or 
republication of the corrected advertisement. Under 
no circumstances shall the Independent be liable for 
consequential damages of any kind.

THE BELLEVILLE INDEPENDENT
NOW ACCEPTS CREDIT CARDS!

(Minimum $5 Purchase, Classified Ads Excluded)

THE BELLEVILLE 
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THE BELLEVILLE INDEPENDENT
NOW ACCEPTS CREDIT CARDS!
(Minimum $5 Purchase, Classified Ads Excluded)

FOR SALE

FREE

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE:
   All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair      
Housing Act which makes it illegal to 
advertise "any preference, limitation 
or discrimination based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin, or an intention, to 
make any such preference, limitation 
or discrimination." Familial status 
includes children under the age of 18 
living with parents or legal custodians, 
pregnant women and people securing 
custody of children under 18.
   This newspaper will not knowingly 
accept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. 
The toll-free telephone number for the 
hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

AUCTION

WANTED

HELP WANTED

NOW HIRING!
Sr. Diesel Mechanics

in Romulus, MI!
$2,500 Sign On Bonus!

 

Requirements:
18 Years or Older

Valid Driver’s License
4 + Years Experience Working 
on Heavy Trucks and Diesel 

Engines
  

Competitive Pay,
Great Benefits!

 

Call, text or apply online for
immediate consideration!
1-877-220-5627

Text “WASTE” to 51893 to
Learn More.

jobs.wm.com
Equal Opportunity Employer

Minority/Female/Disability/Veteran

ESTATE ANTIQUE AUCTION
Fri. Night, Jan. 13 @ 5&6 pm
11580 Ozga, Romulus, 48174
Over 1000 Jazz Albums Sold in 
Groups, Over 1000 Toy Trains 
Sold in Groups, Lots of Antique
Furniture, Fine Art, Lamps, Cut 
Crystal, Antique Glassware Fine 

China, Jewelry, Guy Items,
Advertising Items & More !
See 350 Photos & List at:

DougDaltonAuctioneer.com
800-801-6452

MANUFACTURED HOMES FOR SALE

Belleville Manor
734-699-7700

Belleville Road just 1 mile north of I-94
Van Buren Estates

734-697-6159
3 miles south of I-94 at the Rawsonville exit

Mohawk
734-513-4108

Joy Road between 
Middlebelt and Inkster

*WAC. Certain restrictions apply. Offer ends 3-31-17.

We’ll
DOUBLE

your down payment!
Got a big holiday bonus?

Tax return? Lottery winnings?
Up to $2500 credit

when you purchase a select Franklin owned 

through March 31, 2017.*
Call one of our sales associates today or 
visit our website for details on our homes.

FranklinHomeSales.com

DRY SEASONED FIREWOOD. Call 
(313) 670-1667 or (734) 664-9285   01/12

------------
20” FACTORY WHEELS. Set of 4 for 
Lincoln MKS, 14 spoke. Few scratches.  
$300/set. (734) 323-6562                        01/12

------------
PRONTO SURE STEP WHEELCHAIR.  
Runs good, needs a joy stick. Good for 
parts.  $500 OBO. (734) 288-6895         01/19

------------
1 LARGE MARBLE coffee table, 1 sofa 
table, & 1 end table. China buffet, glass 
table w/4 chairs, queen bedroom set, & 
misc. (734) 340-7229                            01/26

------------

2002 TAURUS, low miles & runs good. 
$2,900 OBO.  (734) 730-7008.  MUST 
SELL by 12/31.                                     01/12

------------
2 – 2001 DODGE DURANGOS. 1 runs/
drives, 1 needs engine. Excellent tires 
on both. 1 - 2000 GMC SONOMA,
Excellent condition, no rust, 4 cyl., auto.  
Call in AM (734) 587-2206                  01/12

------------
2001 FORD CROWN VICTORIA.  
One owner. Good condition. $1,100.
(734) 699-6503                                               01/19

------------

WANTED – ANY SIZE MEN’S  JEANS 
for the homeless. Please drop off at 
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Drive.
(734) 697-5600                                               TFN

------------
WANTED – SMALL CONTAINERS
of shampoo, toothpaste, etc. to take 
to homeless in Detroit. Drop off at 
Bladez‘s, 601 E. Huron River Dr.
(734) 697-5600                                                       TFN

------------
FREE PICKUP OF UNWANTED
appliances, lawn equipment, bicycles 
& any type of scrap metal. Call John
(734) 644-4008                       01/19

------------
H & W TOWING. Top $ cash paid 
for junk vehicles. Free towing.
(734) 223-5581                             02/09

------------

VEHICLE FOR SALE

3 LOVABLE CATS. 2 male/1 female.
Ready for a good home. Fixed &
litter box. Beautiful & well mannered.
(734) 796-0349                               01/26

------------

41557 ARTHUR STREET, Belleville.
3 bed/1 bath. Ranch, new flooring, paint, 
light fixtures, finished basement. $1,300/
mo.  (734) 740-1899                   01/26

------------

FOR RENT

------------
LOCAL HANDYMAN – SOME Jobs too
LARGE – NO JOB too SMALL.
Residential snow blowing.
LICENSED & REFERENCES.
(734) 765-9224           TFN

------------
SENIOR SERVICES.  Do you need 
housecleaning, meals prepared, errands
run, night care or companionship?  
(734) 340-7229                             01/12

------------

------------
AREA TRAINEE for local Real
Estate Firm. For appointment call
(734) 697-1800                                                TFN

------------
CAPTAIN NEMO’S Belleville is hiring.
Must be over 18. No calls. Apply at 
144 3rd Street.                            01/12

------------
PART-TIME RECEPTIONIST, Real
Estate knowledge helpful. Call
(734) 697-1800                      01/12

------------
HOME HEALTH CARE WORKERS 
needed. Willing to train.  Our team is
motivated to provide services to the elder-
ly in their own home. Call Golden Care.
(734) 697-0888                                                          01/26

------------

BHS home games
 

   Here are upcoming Belleville High 
School home athletic events:         
   • Friday, Jan. 13 – Girls JV basketball, 
5:30 p.m.; Girls Varsity basketball, 7 p.m.
   • Tuesday, Jan. 17 – Boys Freshman 
basketball 4 p.m.; Boys JV basketball, 5:30 
p.m.; Boys Varsity basketball, 7 p.m.
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City of Belleville
Regular City Council Meeting Minutes

December 19, 2016
A regular meeting of the Council for the City of 
Belleville was called to order at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Municipal Building, 6 Main Street by Mayor Conley.
1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF 
SILENCE
2. ROLL CALL
Council Member Fielder   	 Present
Council Member Marcotte	 Present
Council Member Smith	 Present
Mayor Pro Tem Loria	               	 Present
Mayor Conley		  Present  
3. PRESENTATIONS AND CITIZEN COMMENTS
Presentations
	 Holiday Decorating Contest Winners
Council members took turns presenting plaques 
to the following winners of the annual holiday 
decorating contest:
   • Business:  Friends Flooring, 164 Main St.
   • Mobile Home Parks:  The Morin Family
   • Harbour Pointe:  Richard & Wendy 
Rytman, Jr., 723 Harbour Pointe Court
   • Victoria Commons:  336 Victorian Lane
   • Balance of Belleville:  Harold & Elizabeth 
Kelsey, 237 Robbe
Citizen Comments		  None
4. AGENDA APPROVAL 
Motion by Loria, second by Smith to approve the 
agenda as presented.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Motion by Fielder, second by Marcotte to approve 
the regular city council meeting minutes of 
December 5, 2016 as presented.      
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
6. PUBLIC HEARINGS	 None
7. INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES
Zoning Ordinance Amendment: B-2 Building Height
Planning Commission Chair Steve Jones stated that 
its subcommittee had meet twice for discussion and 
is recommending that Council approve a zoning 
ordinance amendment that would add an additional 
category to address one-story structures. 
The Planning Commission held a public hearing 
on this subject at is December 8th meeting.  Mayor 
Conley stated that the City Council will make a 
decision at a future meeting.
8. GENERAL BUSINESS
   A. Chamber of Commerce – Strawberry Festival 
Rides & Games
Chamber of Commerce President Mike Dotson 
distributed maps to council members that illustrated 
possible locations for additional rides for the 2017 
Strawberry Festival. After a great deal of discussion, 
Mr. Dotson stated that he and Chamber members 
would redraw the plan and present to Council in the 
future.  
   B. 2018 SMART Operating Assistance Grant
Motion by Fielder, second by Marcotte to approve 

Resolution No. 16-126 to approve the 2018 SMART 
Operating Assistance Grant. MOTION CARRIED 
UNANIMOUSLY. 
   C. Special Events Ordinance
Mayor Conley stated a public hearing will be 
required and asked for a motion.
Motion by Fielder, second by Smith to approve 
Resolution No. 16-127 to hold a public hearing 
during the January 3rd, 2017 meeting to seek public 
input on the Special Events Ordinance.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
9. ACCOUNTS PAYABLE & DEPARTMENTAL 
EXPENDITURES
Motion by Marcotte, second by Fielder to approve 
accounts payable and payables over $500 as 
presented.  
Motion to amend the original motion by Fielder, 
second by Loria to approve Resolution No. 16-128 
for accounts payable and payables over $500.00 
totaling $129,062.90 with one exception: allowance 
made to repair the Fire Department’s existing water 
tank, unless non-Fund Balance source becomes 
available to purchase a new 500-gallon water tank.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
10. EXECUTIVE SESSIONS 
   A. Pursuant to MCL 15.268(e) to consult with 
the City Attorney regarding strategy for pending 
litigation, on the basis that an open meeting would 
have a detrimental financial impact on the City’s 
position in the litigation.
Motion by Fielder, second by Marcotte to approve 
Resolution No. 16-129 to recess regular meeting 
and enter Executive Session to consult with the City 
Attorney regarding strategy for pending litigation.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
Motion by Fielder, second by Loria to adjourn 
Executive Session and reconvene regular meeting. 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
Motion by Fielder, second by Smith to 
approve Resolution No. 16-130 accepting the 
recommendation of the attorney representing the 
City to settle the Walczak vs. Belleville pending “trip 
and fall” litigation for $75,000. 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
   B. Pursuant to MCL 15.268(c) to discuss the status 
and strategy of pending union negotiations. 
Motion by Smith, second by Marcotte to approve 
Resolution No. 16-131 to recess regular meeting and 
enter Executive Session to discuss the status and 
strategy of pending union negotiations.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
Motion by Fielder, second by Marcotte to adjourn 
Executive Session and reconvene regular meeting.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
11. ADJOURNMENT
Motion by Marcotte, Second by Fielder to adjourn 
meeting at 9:30 p.m.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
Respectfully submitted,
Sherri Scharf, City Clerk
Approved: January 3, 2017
Published: January 12, 2017

City of Belleville Public Notice

Accepting Sealed Bids for the Demolition of Dangerous Buildings

Sumpter Township is now accepting sealed bids for the demolition of danger-
ous buildings. A complete list of addresses and what is required is available at 
Sumpter Township Clerk’s Office. Bids must be received by January 25, 2017 at 
3:00 p.m. Bids to be opened on January 25, 2017 at 3:15 p.m. Compliance with 
rules and regulations set forth by Wayne County and H.U.D. paid by Wayne 
County Community Development Block Grant Funds. Specifications available 
at the Township Clerk’s Office, Clarence J. Hoffman, Jr., 23480 Sumpter Road, 
Belleville, MI 48111.

Publish: January 12, 2017

Sumpter Township  Public Notice

45915 S. I-94 Service Dr., Belleville

10% OFF

HOURS
MON.-THURS. 11AM-10PM

FRI. 11AM - 11PM
SAT. 12PM-11PM
SUN. 12PM-10PM

(734) 699-1550
See our menu online at chinakingbelleville.com

DOUBLE COMBINATION PLATES - $10.00
SINGLE COMBINATION PLATES - $7.25 - $8.00

Any Entree (Includes Carry Out Orders)
or Buffet Purchase Per Person

DINE-IN OR CARRY OUT
Chinese & American Food

BUDWEISER BOTTLES - $2.75, WINE AVAILABLE!

CHINA KING COUPON
COUPON EXPIRES JANUARY 31, 2017

Next to the Belleville Post Office

HOTSPOT

Court Watching:
Prosecutor has the 
missing evidence, now 
suspect is a no-show

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   Bernardo Keith Frye, 54, did not show up for 
his preliminary exam on Jan. 4, so 34th District 
Court Judge Brian A. Oakley signed a bench 
warrant for his arrest.
   Frye is charged with operating while 
intoxicated-3rd and failure to stop at a property 
damage accident with an attended vehicle on 
April 14, 2007 in Van Buren Township.
   He was free on a $10,000 personal recognizance 
bond, but that bond is now cancelled. His court-
appointed attorney is Luther Glenn.
   VBT Sgt. Marc Abdilla is the officer in charge 
of the case.
   Frye’s preliminary exam had been set for Dec. 
21, but at that time Assistant Wayne County 
Prosecutor Nadine Hammoud said the People 
could not proceed on the case because Sgt. 
Abdilla was on vacation and wouldn’t be back 
until January and they can’t find the file on the 
case, but will find it soon.
   Judge Tina Brooks Green said this was a 
drunk driving charge from 2007 and she was 
not inclined to dismiss the charge.
   Judge Green questioned VBT Detective 
Donovan McCarthy about the whereabouts of 
the file and he said they would have to go into 
the archives to find it.
   Hammoud said Frye had three prior drunk 
driving convictions and he was unable to post 
his $5,000/10% bond. She said he had been in 
the Jackson County Jail since Sept. 5 on another 
charge and then was brought over to Wayne 
County Jail where he’d been since Dec. 5 on 
these charges.
   Frye’s court-appointed attorney Glenn made 
a motion to dismiss the charge and have the 
warrant reissued when the officer is back and 
the file is found.

   Prosecutor Hammoud said she would have no 
opposition to a personal bond with an electronic 
tether. Judge Green put him on personal bond 
which included alcohol testing and reset his 
preliminary exam for Jan. 4 before Judge 
Oakley.
   But, on Jan. 4, Frye failed to appear.

Matthew Christopher Farrow
   Matthew Christopher Farrow, 21, had his 
probable cause conference reset for Jan. 
11, instead of the scheduled Jan. 4 date, on 
charges of breaking and entering of a building 
with intent; malicious destruction of personal 
property more than $1,000 but less than 
$20,000; and malicious destruction of personal 
property worth more than $200, but less than 
$1,000. This is alleged to have happened on 
Dec. 24 in Van Buren Township. He is free after 
posting $3,500/10% bond. VBT Sgt. Jeff Gueli 
is the officer in charge of the case.

Anthony Smith
   Anthony Smith, 47, waived his upcoming 
preliminary exam and Judge Oakley bound him 
over to circuit court for a Jan. 11 arraignment 
on the information. He is charged with a felony 
count of retail fraud first-degree in VBT on Dec. 
21.
   He was lodged in Wayne County Jail Division 
III on bond of $10,000/10% and was brought to 
the court lockup to be present for his probable 
cause conference.
    The Assistant Wayne County Prosecutor 
said he objected to personal bond for Smith, as 
requested by his court-appointed attorney, since 
Smith had a number of prior convictions. Judge 
Oakley reduced Smith’s bond to $1,000/10% 
and told Smith he cannot return to Walmart as 
part of his bond.
   Officer in charge of the case is Detective 
Donovan McCarthy.

Michael Edwin Way
   A bench warrant was issued for Michael 
Edwin Way, 39, when he did not show up for 
his probable cause conference before Judge 
Oakley on a felony count of domestic violence 
in Sumpter Township which is alleged to have 
happened on Dec. 22.
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Van Buren Township
Police Dispatch Log

Belleville Police
Dispatch Log

Sumpter Township
Police Dispatch Log

Out of the 568 dispatch calls for service reported by 
Van Buren Township police this week, the following 
are selected for this column.
Sunday, Jan. 1:
   0003 – fireworks, Quirk Rd
   0008 – fireworks, Barnwell Dr.
   0155 – fireworks, Park Estates Dr./Michigan Ave.
   0235 – noise complaint, Cherry
   0349 – agency assist, Haggerty/I-94
   0523 – malicious destruction of property, 
Sandalwood Dr.
   0716 – property damage accident, Marlowe Ave.
   1002 – disturbance, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1141 – agency assist, Kirkridge Park Dr.
   1314 – hospice, Mida Dr.
   1407 – breaking & entering, Martz Rd.
   1500 – assault & battery, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1527 – property damage accident, S. I-94 Service
   1623 – fraud, Rawsonville
   2206 – property damage accident, North Service 
Dr./Cracker Barrel
   2324 – assault & battery, Lacy Dr.
   2337 – breaking & entering motor vehicle, Denton
   2352 – suspicious person, Denton Rd.
Monday, Jan. 2:
   0031 – noise complaint, Denton Rd.
   0103 – shots fired, Denton Rd.
   0126 – breaking & entering, E. Archwood Dr.
   0420 – malicious destruction of property, Van Buren 
St.
   0436 – malicious destruction of property, Van Buren 
St.
   0437 – malicious destruction of property, McBride 
Ave./Pierce St.
   0438 – malicious destruction of property, Van Buren 
St.
   0458 – missing person, Denton Rd.
   0646 – private property accident, Oak Ln.
   0750 – larceny from auto, Cedarhurst Dr.
   0935 – larceny from auto, Fay Dr.
   1010 – larceny from auto, Cedarhurst Dr.
   1019 – intrusion alarm, Lindsey Dr.
   1040 – vehicle repossession, Haggerty Rd.
   1203 – larceny, Hull Rd.
   1614 – agency assist, Carmell
   1714 – malicious destruction of property, Crowley
   1813 – water leak found, W. Huron River Dr.
   1834 – mental, Ecorse Rd.
   1847 – agency assist, Rawsonville/Rustic Ln.
   2055 – suicide or attempt, S. Woodbury Dr.
Tuesday, Jan. 3:
   0114 – suspicious person, Pond Ridge Dr. / Winding 
Pond Dr.
   0216 – harassment call, Denton Rd.
   0723 – property damage accident, Michigan Ave. / 
Denton Rd.
   0952 – private property accident, Belleville Rd.
   1116 – assault & battery, The Trilogy
   1158 – larceny from auto, County Walk Blvd.
   1316 – larceny, Denton Rd.
   1321 – fraud, Hoeft Rd.
   1323 – ordinance violation, Martz Rd.
   1657 – fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1812 – fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1959 – hospice, Martz Rd.
   2152 – assault & battery, Ecorse Rd.
Wednesday, Jan. 4:
   0027 – assault & battery, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   0046 – juvenile complaint, Buchanan St.
   0143 – assault & battery, Jackson St.
   0616 – vehicle repossession,  S. I-94 Service Dr.
   0821 – traffic hazard, Hannan/North Service Dr.
   1028 – fraud, Prairie Ct.
   1035 – dumping complaint, Togowtee Pass
   1306 – disturbance, Village Green Ln.
   1435 – larceny, Denton Rd.
   1533 – larceny, Westlake Circle
   1658 – trespassing, Lake Point Blvd.
   1744 – assault & battery, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1850 – missing person, Denton Rd.
   1917 – missing person, Denton Rd.
   2054 – suicide or attempt, Alva Dr.
   2252 – suspicious person, Rose
   2338 – vehicle repossession, Westlake
   2340 – fraud, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   2346 – disorderly conduct, Rose Blvd.

Thursday, Jan. 5:
   0008 – disorderly conduct, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   0201 – suspicious situation, Denton Rd.
   0204 – vehicle repossession, Denton Rd.
   0227 – retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1105 – assault & battery, Village Green Ln.
   1128 – civil matter, Village Green Ln.
   1232 – assault & battery, Michigan Service Dr. / 
Gilmore St.
   1449 – traffic hazard, NB I-275/Tyler
   1528 – parking complaint, Arthur St.
   1815 – fraud, Belleville Rd
   1840 – suspicious person, Bemis Rd.
   1935 – intimidation threat, N. Ponderosa Trl.
   1942 – assault & battery, Village Green Ln.
   2007 – water leak found, Oak Ln.
   2216 – agency assist, Belleville Rd / Tyler Rd.
   2356 – vehicle repossession, Briarwood Dr.
Friday, Jan. 6:
   0328 – unauthorized driving away of auto, Belleville 
Rd.
   0847 – agency assist, Country Ln.
   0945 – malicious destruction of property, Laguna 
Dr.
   0950 – intimidation threat, Rogers Ave.
   1458 – disorderly conduct, Belleville Rd.
   1627 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd / S. 
I-94 Service Dr.
   1804 – indecent exposure, Belleville Rd.
   1833 – property damage accident, Savage Rd. / 
Haggerty Rd.
   2122 – assault & battery, Alva Dr.
   2125 – retail fraud, Belleville Rd
Saturday, Jan. 7:
   0104 – assault & battery, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   0811 – unauthorized driving away of auto, Haggerty 
Rd./Ecorse Rd.
   1157 – sexual assault, Lighthouse Dr.
   1402 – mental, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1659 – fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1717 – disturbance, Arlene Ln.
   1731 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd. / 
N. I-94 Service Dr.
   1800 – assault & battery, Westlake
   1906 – suspicious situation, Bog Rd.
   1925 – personal injury accident, Michigan Ave. / 
Denton Rd.
   2003 – property damage accident, Bradley Dr.
   2154 – private property accident, Fay Dr. / Stephanie 
Dr.
   2206 – property damage accident, W. Huron River 
Dr.
   2306 – property damage accident, Michigan Ave. / 
Denton Rd.
   2344 – ATV/ORV complaint, Jackson/Lincoln
Also on this week’s log are 246 traffic stops, 64 of 
which were on the I-94 and I-275 freeways, 17 at 
Lakewood Shopping Center, and four in the city of 
Belleville.

Sunday, Jan. 1:
   0019 – assist fire dept., Main St.
   0117 – parking complaint, Santa Clara St.
   0129 – parking complaint, Carmell St.
   0139 – parking complaint, Carmell St.
   0148 – parking complaint, Dos Rios St.
   0153 – parking complaint, Belle Villa Blvd.
   0158 – parking complaint, Anaheim
   0835 – assist fire dept., Sumpter Rd.
   1001 – assist fire dept., Robbe St.
   1047 – suspicious situation, E. Columbia Ave.
   1155 – miscellaneous complaint, Menlo Park Dr.
   1432 – fraud, Main St.
   2158 – noise complaint, Belle Villa Blvd.
Monday, Jan. 2:
   0017 – disturbance, W. Columbia Ave.
   0851 – vehicle lockout, Santa Clara St.
   1420 – agency assist, Main St.
   1610 – domestic assault, Carmell St.
   2101 – miscellaneous complaint, Loza Ln. / N. 
Edgemont Ave.
   2237 – assist fire dept., Santa Clara St.
Tuesday, Jan. 3:
   0120 – vehicle repossession, Edison Ave.
   2045 – noise complaint, Carmell St.
Wednesday, Jan. 4:
   0507 – intrusion alarm, W. Columbia Ave.
   0541 – intrusion alarm, Carmell St.

   0939 – property damage accident, Chase
   1015 – intrusion alarm, Breakwater Dr.
   1018 – suspicious situation, N. Edgemont Ave.
Thursday, Jan. 5:
   1302 – warrant arrest, Washtenaw County Jail
   2212 – assist fire dept., Main St.
   2250 – background investigation, Main St.
   2318 – traffic complaint, Anaheim St.
Friday, Jan. 6:
   0403 – assist fire dept., Henry St.
   0719 – animal complaint, Victorian  Ln.
   1016 – miscellaneous complaint, E. Wabash
   1257 – assist fire dept., Secretary of State
   1458 – miscellaneous complaint, E. Columbia Ave.
   1634 – agency assist, Main St./First St.
Saturday, Jan. 7:
   0156 – motorist assist, Savage/RR tracks
   1518 – private property accident, 5 Points Mini 
Mart
   1646 – assist fire dept., W. Columbia Ave.
   1754 – P.B.T. alcohol, Main St.
Also on this week’s log are 39 traffic stops.

Sunday, Jan. 1:
   0017 – family trouble, 9300 bl. Rawsonville Rd.
   0039 – family trouble, 23000 bl. Haggerty Rd.
   0220 – family trouble, 26000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   0315 – family trouble, 50000 bl. Judd Rd.
   1033 – fire dept. assist, 46000 bl. Arkona Rd
   1321 – animal complaint, 20000 bl. Haggerty Rd.
   1758 – property damage accident, Willis/Sumpter
Monday, Jan. 2:
   0725 – alarm, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   0917 – animal complaint, 43000 bl. Harris Rd.
   1203 – fire dept. assist, Birch
   1246 – suspicious vehicle, 22000 bl. Haggerty
   1321 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1429 – alarm, Alaska
   1438 – well-being check, Hampshire
   1559 – fire dept. assist, 44000 bl. Dunn Rd.
   1559 – civil dispute, Montana
   1706 – alarm, 8300 bl. Rawsonville Rd.
   1837 – personal injury accident, Rawsonville / 
Rustic Ln.
   2252 – disorderly person, 42000 bl. Bemis Rd.
Tuesday, Jan. 3:
   0213 – larceny, New Mexico
   0510 – alarm, 44000 bl. Bemis Rd.
   0621 – citizen  assist, 12000 bl. Rawsonville Rd.
   1037 – malicious destruction of property, 10000 bl. 
Rawsonville Rd.
   1231 – suspicious incident, 19000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1236 – suspicious incident, 48000 bl. Wear Rd.
   1319 – ordinance violation, 42000 bl. Bemis Rd.
   1326 – well-being check, 8300 bl. Rawsonville Rd.
   1410 – well-being check, 45000 bl. Willis Rd.
   2158 – citizen assist, Rawsonville/Willis
   2228 – fire dept. assist, 48000 bl. Bemis Rd.
Wednesday, Jan. 4:
   0137 – assist other agency, Birch

   0602 – alarm, 27000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1004 – shots fired, 46000 bl. Arkona Rd.
   1027 – fire dept. assist, 23000 bl. Elwell Rd.
   1153 – animal complaint, Sumpter/Bemis
   1157 – fire dept. assist, 43000 bl. Willow Rd.
   1220 – alarm, 17000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1310 – down wires, Elwell/Harris
   1657 – property damage accident, Wyoming
   1709 – fire dept. assist, 46000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1752 – well-being check, Montana
   2019 – 911 hang up, Second St.
   2238 – civil dispute, Timberlane Dr.
Thursday, Jan. 5:
   0111 – animal  complaint, 43000 bl. Harris Rd.
   0357 – citizen assist, 24000 bl. Haggerty Rd.
   0902 – threats complaint, Oregon
   1057 – citizen assist, 21000 bl. Elwell Rd.
   1319 – citizen assist, 19000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1321 – 911 hang up, 45000 bl. Harris Rd.
   1337 – civil dispute, 23000 bl. Sherwood Rd.
   1552 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1727 – suspicious incident, Creekside Dr.
   2019 – fire dept. assist, 19000 bl. Martinsville Rd.
   2131 – fire dept. assist, 45000 bl. Judd Rd.
   2137 – alarm, 18000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
Friday, Jan. 6:
   0255 – fire dept. assist, 46000 bl. Arkona Rd.
   0301 – fire dept. assist, 50000 bl. Judd Rd.
   0905 – juvenile complaint, 21000 bl. Elwell Rd.
   0944 – larceny, 28000 bl. Sherwood Rd.
   1018 – 911 hang up, 28000 bl. Sherwood Rd.
   1120 – fire dept. assist, 23000 bl. Elwell Rd.
   1238 – alarm, 10000 bl. Rawsonville Rd.
   1342 – animal complaint, 44000 bl. Arkona Rd.
   1400 – fire dept. assist, 17000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
Saturday, Jan. 7:
   0938 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1504 – larceny, 27000 bl. Martinsville Rd.
   1516 – animal complaint, Harris/Martinsville
   1614 – fire dept. assist, 20000 bl. Martinsville Rd.
   1710 – citizen assist, Carriage Ln.
   1818 – animal complaint, 47000 bl. Harris Rd.
   1908 – civil dispute, 19000 bl. Martinsville Rd.
   2353 – fire dept. assist, 17000 bl. Lohr Rd.
Also on this week’s log are 23 follow-up investigations, 
31 miscellaneous details, 159 patrol checks, and 16 
traffic stops.

TOWNSHIP OF SUMPTER
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

A Public Hearing for the Community Development Block Grant Program 
is scheduled for January 24, 2017 at Township Hall, 23480 Sumpter road, 
Belleville 48111 at 6pm for the purpose of:

Receiving comments and suggestions regarding the 2017-2018 Community 
Development Block Grant program.  These suggestions must identify and ben-
efit community development or housing needs of low and moderate income 
residents.

The estimated allocation for 2016-2017 funds is $73,000.00

Persons with disabilities who require auxiliary aids or services in using public 
facilities, services or program along  with further information is available by 
contacting the Supervisor of the Township of Sumpter at 734-461-6201 ext. 
2229.

Publish: January 12, 2017

Sumpter Township  Public Notice

Republicans move 
Trump swear-in party to 
Crystal Gardens
   The Wayne-12th Congressional District 
Republican Committee party to watch the 
swearing in of Donald Trump as President on 
inauguration day Jan. 20 has been moved from 
the announced Epicurean House Banquet Center 
in Wyandotte to Crystal Gardens in Southgate.

   For more information on the event, see http://
InaugurationCelebration2017.eventbrite.com or 
call Joe Lenard at (734) 282-0643.
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www.actionmechanicalheating-cooling.com

$89 PRECISION
TUNE-UP

Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN 
JOB VACANCY  

 
 
 
Position Title: Account Clerk  
 
Department: Clerk’s Office 
 
Classification: Regular, Full-time  
 
FLSA Status: Non-exempt   Union Affiliation: AFSCME 
 
Opening Date: December 21, 2016        Closing Date:  Open Until Filled 
 

Starting Hourly Wage:  $16.12 

91 Day Hourly Wage:  $17.14 

18 Month Hourly Wage:  $18.15 
 
General Duty Statement: 
Van Buren Charter Township is now accepting resumes for an Account Clerk 
in Elections.  
 
Position Summary 
 
Under the general supervision of the Township Clerk or their designee, the 
employee will be responsible for a variety of general office and clerical 
functions including those tasks relative to the voter registration and electoral 
process as defined by law. Preparing and maintaining records, files, 
purchasing duties, verbal communication and written correspondence within 
the Department and may assist the accounting staff in accomplishing 
accounting functions of the Township.  
 
Detailed information can be found on the Van Buren Township website.  
 

www.vanburen-mi.org/about-the-community/help-wanted 
 

Please submit a cover letter, resume and application to:  
 

nsumpter@vanburen-mi.org. 
 

Only Qualified Applicants Need Apply 
 

The Charter Township of Van Buren is an equal opportunity employer 
 

Publish: January 5, 2017; January 12, 2017; January 19, 2017; January 26, 2017 

       1 9 9 5 - 2015

1995.

734.697.2888
www.innovativecomputers.net

FREE ESTIMATES

$99
Save $70 
with our virus removal special. 

 $170  
              

$1999
WEBSITE SPECIAL
                             4 page custom design

Dos Pesos
Mexican Restaurant

www.dospesosmexicanrestaurant.com

11800 Belleville Rd.
697-5777

OPEN 7 DAYS!
Mon. – Thurs. 11 a.m. – 9 p.m.
Friday  11 a.m. – 10 p.m.
Saturday  12 Noon – 10 p.m.
Sunday  12 Noon – 8 p.m.

COCKTAILS CARRY OUTS

LUNCH & DINNER SPECIALS!

Advertise Today!
Buy 3 Ads, Get 1 FREE!
Call our Advertising Manager
Bob Mytych Today! 734-699-9020
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Atchinson Ford Sales, Inc.
9800 Belleville Rd.
Belleville, MI 48111

734-697-9161
www.atchinson.net

*A/Z Plan Pricing. 10,500 miles per year. Includes Factory and Renewal Rebate. Requires $2000 due at signing plus taxes and plates. With Approved Credit. **A/Z Plan Pricing. All rebates to Dealer.  May require Ford Credit Financing. Plus taxes and fees. May require trade-in.

USED CAR SPECIAL

2017 FUSION SE
24 month lease for

$123/MO.* 
REBATES UP TO $2,000.

BUY AS LOW AS $20,534.

2017 ESCAPE SE
24 month lease for

$149/MO.* 
REBATES UP TO $2,500. BUY AS LOW AS $21,549.

2016 EDGE SE 
AWD

24 month lease for

$215/MO.*
REBATES UP TO $3,750.

BUY AS LOW AS $25,752.

2015 FUSION SE
$14,888

2016 FOCUS SE
24 month lease for

$149/MO.*
REBATES UP TO $3,750. BUY AS LOW AS $15,264.

2016 F-150
SUPERCAB XLT

4x4
24 month lease for

$182/MO.*
REBATES UP TO $7,800.

BUY AS LOW AS $32,276.

New 
DETAIL SHOP
NOW OPEN!

CONSTRUCTION IS FINISHED!

‘how good it can be’

GLENN  SILVENIS


