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School Board OKs Robotics Club
trip to Houston for world finals

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

The agenda before the Van Buren Public
Schools Board of Education on Monday
was changed at the last minute to include
the field trip of the Belleville High School
Robotics Club to Houston, Texas for the
world finals of FIRST Robotics.

This was unanimously approved by the
board.

The BHS Robotics Club participated
in the state finals and finished as runner-
up, which meant they could compete in
the worldwide contest April 16-21 at the
George R. Brown Convention Center in
Houston.

At the time the field trip request was filled
out, it was estimated there would be about
16 students taking part from grades 9-12
and cost about $2,000 per student.

Aaron Lang said the club never expected
to be going to the world competition and
that they qualified was a big surprise and
set a lot of emergency planning in motion.

He said the team was 50 down in points
at the state meet in Saginaw and then, “We
caught fire.” He said BHS won the highly
prestigious blue banner and, “We were the
rookie team,” never having been to the
state contest before.

“We got home late Saturday night and got
on the phone Sunday,” Lang said, noting
teachers and mentors were to meet with the
parents at 9 p.m. Monday, after the school
board meeting.

Lang said according to preliminary plans
one group will fly to Houston on Tuesday
night to get the pits off the trucks for the
competition. On Wednesday morning, the
rest of the team will fly to Houston.

He said a gentleman is driving a
12-passenger transport van with all of the
luggage to save the students money. He
also will pick the students up at the airport.

Lang said there is at least one GoFundMe
account on the internet and some
benefactors in the community to try to

bring the costs down for the students.

Parent Angie Mears gave a detailed
account of how the team got to the world
championships.

School Supt. Pete Kudlak said he likes
the words Lang used in a statement on the
club: “We don’t use kids to build robots.
We use robots to build kids.”

Lang said 31 countries are involved in the
world robotics competition and the BHS
students will be working with some kids
who don’t speak English.

Michigan reportedly has the most robotics
groups in the country, with 514 teams.

In other business at Monday’s 90-minute
meeting, the board:

* Honored student athletes and coaches
in winter sports and K-12 students with
recognition in music;

(continued on page 3)

VBT accepts $200,000
grant to clean up tanks
on Denton Rd. property

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

At its April 2 meeting, the Van Buren
Township Board of Trustees approved
accepting a grant for $200,000 from
the Wayne County Land Bank for
environmental assessment and demolition
at 6530 Denton Rd. in Denton Village.

Ron Akers, director of municipal services,
reported to the board that in November
of 2023 the township submitted a grant
application to the Land Bank to clean up
the blighted property. In January 2024 the
township was awarded the grant.

He said in late 2022 the county Land
Bank transferred ownership of the property
to the township. There are several large,
above-ground storage tanks on the site
and it appears that the property has been

(continued on page 3)
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Independent photo by James Otzman

Monday’s eclipe of the sun had Belleville in its “partial” area. This was as much of the
sun as was covered as people all over the area looked skyward through special eclipse
glasses. The sky darkened slightly as the major part of the sun was cut off and the
headlights on vehicles automatically switched on. The temperature dropped slightly and

a cool wind blew, as predicted.

Independent photo by Rosemary K. Otzman
Visitors to the Belleville Area District Library gazed skyward Monday afternoon outside
its front door. The library gave away 500 pairs of safety glasses over the week end and
loaned pairs to those wishing to look up for a few minutes on Monday. In the darkened
Cozadd Room inside the library, they were live-streaming the eclipse as it traveled across
the country. There also were free cookies that sort of looked like eclipses.

The Denton Road bridge
has been closed by
Wayne County for

557 days as of today.




0y WILLIS FEED MILL

Nutritiously Sound
Quality Pet/Animal Food

Dog and Cat Food
Wild Bird and Squirrel Food
Certified Organic Products

VLikeQUsION] Hours:
Mon-Fri 9am-6Pm ¢ Sat 9Am-5rM
Sun 10am-4Pm

Willis Rd

Hay and Straw ¢ Poultry Food
Horse and Livestock Feed

10200 Railroad Street, Willis, Mlchlgan

(South end of Meridian St, off Willis Rd, Between Rawsonville and Bunton)

We look forward
to seeing you soon.

(z7&exd))) G111 willisfeed@att.net
'S TRE
DAVE TROVEA°§ ; R

local checks

Hunting Gear Sports
Guns, Bows H ' Memorabilia
Knives (734) 399 4&33 Tools and
Fishing Poles -h%% Collectibles
Fishing Lures Tuesciéy " S;turday Boating
Lionel Trains Accessories

12 Noon to 5 PM
668 E. Huron River Drive, Belleville, Ml 48111
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Affordable Rental Communities for Seniors

BELLEVILLE CO-OP

For over 75 years as a mission-driven non-profit, we exist solely to provide

the highest quality, affordable housmg communities possible for seniors.

575 Sumpter Rd, Belleville

For more information call:

734-699-8676
M-W-F gam-Noon

Amenities
®  100% Smoke free campus

Subsidized rent
On-site laundry
Transportation available

®  Individual heating & cooling °

®  Emergency in-unit pull cords o

(800) 593-3052

WWW.cSi.coop TDD (800) 348-7011 LL" T

White Pine

DENTAL HEALTH
Your Swmile Comes Finot!

4 Affordable, Kind, and Convenient.
| Call Us Today: (734) 252-6002 187 Main Street, Downtown Belleville

s d www.WhitePineDentalHealth.com
f '

Meet our Dentist: Dr. DeAngelo S.
Webster is an award-winning dentist, author,
and a University of Michigan graduate.

s Now Booking New Patients ¢

Open Evenings and Weekends
Family Friendly Dentist for Adults and Kids

SERVING BELLEVILLE & SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN!

BARNETT

L ROOﬁng and Siding, Inc. s
OVER 50 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

Roofing ¢ Siding * Flat Roofs
FREE ESTIMATES!

Now Turu Mav 30, 2024
Receive Our CerTainTeeD Roor 4-S1aR
EXTENDED WARRANTY FOR FREE! CURRENT &
Past Miuitary MemBers witl RECEIVE A

$250 Caseras Girr Carn!

Licensed & Insured

CALL (734) 397-8122

Visit us @ www.barnettroofing.com

41700 MICHIGAN AVE. —- CANTON

To 240 Main St, at the end of March

next to Milton’s Pharmacy

Dr Robert Kennedy, O.D.
11824 Belleville Rd
Belleville, M1 48111

p—

perspective
v EYECARE

*Some restrictions apply. Contact Perspective Eyecare for details

734.699.1010

perspectiveeyecare.com
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School Board

(continued from page 1)

* Approved the proposed Cosmetology
Program at BHS to begin the 2024-25
school year as presented at the last school
board meeting. Courses will include
Cosmetology, Esthetics, Natural Hair, and
Manicuring and a former science lab will
be transformed into a salon and classroom;

* Was given information by James
Williamson and Justin Frazier on a new
medical/behavioral clinic at BHS in
partnership with University of Michigan
Medicine. There are state grants involved.
The RAHS Clinic would start during the
next school year. It would transform an
existing 1,200-square-foot storage room
and the 280-square-foot Media Center
office to provide health services to BHS
and the surrounding community. Projected
project cost is $400,000. Integrated Design
Solutions will work on the construction
plan.

. Approved the retirements of
instructional staff members: Alison Brooks
of BHS after 25 years of service; Derek
Phillips of BHS after 30 years; Aleisa Pitt
of Tyler after 47 years; and Lisa Preuss of
Savage after 30 years;

* Approved the resignations of the
following instructional staff members:
Jessica Ryan of Savage as of March 24
after three years of service; Robert Flisher
of Owen as of March 18 after 25 years;
Robert Buckley of Owen as of March 21
after 3.5 years; Raquel Searle of BHS as
of June 6 after 1.5 years; Carrie Karbon of
Early Childhood Center as of June 21 after
2 years; and Faith Miller of McBride as of
April 5 after less than one year;

e Approved the retirement of Joseph
Weick in maintenance after 25 years as
of April 1; the resignations of Cassandra
Taylor, custodian, as of March 15 and
Bryan Wallace, paraprofessional, as of
March 19, both with less than one year of
service; and the terminations of custodians
Carrie Mayer as of March 11 and Romeo
Whigham as of March 12, both after less
than one year of service;

* Approved hiring Antione Jordan as a
College Readiness Coach at BHS as of
April 1; and Jose Aguilar as a custodian at
Buildings & Grounds as of April 2;

* Was informed about a Male Mentoring
program at BHS that meets from 10:30 a.m.
to noon every Thursday to help a student
be a man in the real world. Young men are
afraid to talk about how they feel. This
will help to put off fights and arguments
that lead to expulsion. They are looking at
starting up a program for young women, as
well;

* Heard Curriculum Director Jeff Moore
recognize Katharine Courter, music
director at Owen, for “planting the seeds”
of music for the students who come in with

very little skills when they start with her
and, “We see the result when she is done.”
He said she instills the passion for bands
that grows in the district;

* Heard Moore say he asked the Wayne
Westland principal about the problems the
district was having and whether it would
impact the BHS students in the William
B. Ford school. He said she said the
problems would not impact that program
and Moore said he would keep an eye on
it. Grandparent Reg Ion had asked about
the Westland program at a previous board
meeting;

e Heard Moore say the Michigan
Association of School Administrators
came to video two strong math teachers
in the district so their teaching could be
model lessons for teachers across the state.
He said the teachers are Mrs. Runyan at
Owen and Miss Mastie at Edgemont;

* Heard Frazier say Growthworks is
coming inside the district to provide
support services, which is something
Growthworks hasn’t done before; and

e Heard board president Pearce say
her daughter was among the 35 students
who went on a trip to Greece, Italy and
Germany over spring break. She thanked
the teachers and BHS for making the trip
possible.

VBT Board

(continued from page 1)

abandoned for 50 or more years.

Director Akers said the scope of work for
the grant is to perform an environmental
assessment of the site, remove the storage
tanks and associated equipment and
structures, remove vegetation, and replace
the existing fencing.

He said once the township accepts the
grant, the township will solicit a company
to complete the phase 1 and phase 2 site
assessments to determine if there is any
environmental conditions that need to be
addressed. After getting that information,
the township will solicit bids to clean up
contaminated materials, if present, and
clear the site.

Under the agreement, the township is
responsible for costs that exceed $200,000
and for abatement of contamination.

Akers said work is expected to take 12 to
18 months.

Supervisor Kevin McNamara said it is
believed the facility closed in the 1950s
and went to the county for back taxes. He
said it went back and forth as it was sold
and the contamination discovered and then
abandoned. It went back to the county for
taxes each time. He said that’s how the
township got it.

He said it is an environmental disaster
on a railroad line. He said the township
hoped to make it into a park, but being on
a railroad line makes it unsuitable for that.

Supervisor McNamara said Denton
Village is such a nice area with nice people
and it deserves some kind of park.

“We need to get rid of the blight for
them,” McNamara said.

Iron Belle Trail

The board also approved the apparent low
bid of $694,875 from Davenport Brothers
for construction of Sections J and K of the
Iron Belle Trail. With a 10% contingency
the total is $764,362.50. The contingency
will go back into the budget if not needed
for overruns.

The project is fully funded by a grant
from the Ralph C. Wilson Jr. Foundation.

Elizabeth Renaud, director of community
services, said the new part of the trail
will be from west of the railroad track on
E. Huron River Drive to the entrance to
Lower Huron Metropark. She said 98% of
the walk is seven-foot-wide concrete, with
a 10-foot-wide asphalt entry to the park.
An existing sidewalk is less than seven feet
wide, she said.

The path will be on the south side of E.
Huron River Drive from the railroad track
to Haggerty Road and then over to the
north side along Huron Valley Steel and
over the bridge to the other side and then
back across E. Huron River Drive to the
park entrance.

In other business at the 29-minute
meeting, the board:

* Approved an agreement with Detroit
Metro and Willow Run Airports for
township dispatch to receive 911 calls
on behalf of the Wayne County Airport
Authority as a temporary remedy in the
event of an emergency. Police Chief Jason
Wright said that is exactly the way they
operate right now, but the airports needed
to have it in writing. “We’re their backup,”
Chief Wright said. “They can come here if
they need to.” He said the township uses
Canton Township in emergencies;

* Approved changes to the Board of Zoning
Appeals Rules and Procedures including
changes to membership, administrative
duties, meetings, and powers of the BZA.
This was recommended by the BZA at its
March 12 meeting;

* Presented a proclamation celebrating
the 54™ anniversary of Earth Day;

* Heard McNamara thank the Downtown
Development Authority for allocating
$110,000 for the Viper 911 System for
dispatch. He also said Clerk Leon Wright
and Trustee Kevin Martin are military
veterans and he presented them with
ribbons provided by Leroy Paige who
put on a recent program to mark the 50
anniversary of the Vietnam conflict.
McNamara also presented a pin to Clerk
Wright for those serving in Vietnam or
their families. Wright had lost his oldest
brother who had served in Vietnam;

e Heard Trustee Martin say he served
in the U.S. Navy and “had the honor and
privilege to serve.” He said veterans are

underappreciated and, “We need to do
more”;

* Heard Treasurer Sharry Budd announce
that her deputy treasurer Sean Bellingham
recently was recertified as Certified Public
Finance Administrator and the certification
expires June 1, 2029. She said he has to
keep up training to recertify. Treasurer
Budd said she really appreciates his work;

* Heard McNamara announce that the
financial audit has begun and he has been
informed that the township has no lawsuits
against it. He said the body cams, car cams,
and training, maybe, are paying off. Clerk
Wright said he doesn’t wish to burst his
bubble, but he believes a small suit could
be coming on a water/sewer issue. It is yet
to be filed, Wright said; and

e Heard a township resident invite
everyone to the Dr. Jasmin Stephens and
IM.A.GE. Counseling Services mental
health event on May 24 at Ford Performing
Arts building in Dearborn. She also was
looking for donations and McNamara
referred her to the Detroit Wayne Integrated
Health Network which spends a billion
dollars on mental health in Wayne County.
McNamara said he is vice chairman of the

group.

Man accused of killing
mother, daughter in
VBT heads for jury trial

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

A jury trial has been set for Oct. 7 before
Wayne County Circuit Court Judge John C.
Gillis in the two first-degree murder charges
against Lionel Lamont Vincent of Pontiac.

He is charged with murdering a mother
and daughter on July 25, 2021 in Van Buren
Township. His preliminary exam was held June
15, 2022 before 34" District Court Judge Tina
Brooks Green. She bound him over to circuit
court. The case was reassigned to different
judges twice and final pretrials were held in
March, 2024 and a motion hearing held April 4.
The jury trial was then scheduled.

Vincent, 50, is charged with two homicide
counts for allegedly killing Yachanda Snipes,
45, and her daughter Dacara Leatherberry,
14, in their home in the 46000 block of Lake
Villa Dr. within the Belleville Pointe apartment
complex.

The two reportedly died of multiple injuries.

Van Buren Township Police Detective Mike
Long said Vincent was the suspect from the
beginning and the victim was an Uber driver at
the time they met. Det. Long said the state held
Vincent for possible parole violation because of
the VBT police investigation.

He was wearing his GPS ankle monitor,
required for his patrole, at the time of the
killings, police said.

According to the Michigan Department of
Corrections was paroled Sept. 22, 2020 after
serving 27 years in prison for an Aug. 25, 1994
kidnapping and rape, using a weapon to commit
a felony, and various other weapons charges in
Oakland County. He was convicted in a jury
trial.
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OPINIONS

Editorial
Are schools going
the right way with
teaching space?

At Monday’s meeting of the Van Buren
Public Schools Board of Education, the
school board was presented with the most
recent plan for using the school facilities
for social services.

This time it’s with a project budget of
$400,000 to change part of the media
center into a medical clinic for students
and staff.

Officials said it had state funds involved,
so it wouldn’t cost so much, and it was
in league with University of Michigan
Medical. But to use the media center for
this seems wrong.

Our Michigan Senator Camilleri has a
law he is trying to pass in Lansing that
would require a media center and certified
librarian in each school in the state. His bill
is based on what he’s seen at the Van Buren
schools, where the media center is closed.
We’re using up the media center space for
a medical center? Whatever happened to a
school nurse in every school?

This clinic plan is in addition to the
project to change a science lab into a
beauty salon so students will have a job
right out of high school and won’t have to
be trained in a school that will cost them
money. The project was approved by the
school board on Monday and it will be
implemented soon. We think the science
lab should be filled with science students
filling their minds, not students doing hair
and nails.

EXTRA THINGS | KNOW

I like to admire the changing decorations
34" District Court Judge Lisa Martin puts
in a corner of her courtroom desk, near
the statue of Justice. She said it’s kind of
boring in that corner, so she spruces it up
with seasonal objects.

Recently she put up a little statue on
what seems to be a square of green felt that
looked like a silver pig to me. At Sunday’s
Bugles Across America in Belleville I asked
her if that’s what it is. She said actually it
is a black sheep. She said the light reflects
from it so maybe it looked silver.

I watch her courtroom live on YouTube
every time she has the court’s felony
docket. Each judge has the felonies for two
weeks and then are off for three weeks on
other assignments. The other two judges
have stopped going live on YouTube, but
they can be accessed by Zoom. You’ve got
to ask permission to join Zoom and if you
have to leave for a minute, you have to ask
permission again.

In the olden days, before COVID and
before the new courthouse opened, I would
go to court every Wednesday and witness
the whole felony docket in person. I tried
doing that again after the new courthouse
opened and found the felony judge that day
was at home doing the session on Zoom
and the courtroom was dark. So I went back
to the office.

Now, many of the defendants for the court
sessions are on Zoom and it’s easier to hear
them off the computer in my office than
on the courtroom computer. Chief Judge
Oakley requires everything in person, but
defendants can get special permission
to attend by Zoom if they’ve got a good
reason.
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Our newspapers now get delivered early
by the printer, so being in court before noon
on Wednesdays is no longer an option. Since
Bob Mytych died, I have to help unload the
papers and help load them into the vehicles
that will be delivering them to our drops.
The papers are being delivered to us around
11:15 a.m. on Wednesday these days.

Some papers are delivered on Wednesdays
now but most of them are still delivered on
Thursdays.

seskok

Jim Wigginton sent us an email on Tuesday
that he had climbed the tallest buildings in
Louisiana and Mississippi on Monday. It
was the Place St. Charles in New Orleans
and the Beau Rivage in Biloxi, numbers
17 and 18 on his list of tallest buildings
climbed in each state. He said he was going
on to Alabama on Wednesday.

seskok

Our newspaper delivery person Bernard
Belanger of Sumpter Township was
involved in a motorcycle accident on
Monday when a man turned in front of him
and sent him flying.

The older man was turning into the Huron
Valley Steel on E. Huron River Drive and
probably was turning into the wrong place
when the collision occurred.

This is all to say he won’t be out
delivering this week in his regular locations
on Wednesday. He’s got a plan to get the
papers delivered even though he can’t do
it himself and we hope he works it out.

...By Rosemary K. Otzman

He’s got 32 bundles with 50 papers in each
bundle that he delivers all over the place.
Our best wishes to Bernard as his wounds
heal.
ek
When they were talking about the
Band-o-Rama held at BHS last Saturday
with students from grades 5 through 12
performing, the crowd was described as
standing room only. Then, the crowd left
to go home. It was gridlock. With all those
people leaving at once it was a mess.
Board president
Amy Pearce said next
time such a crowd is
gathered, they need to
call the Belleville police
and get some help.
Back when the new
school was constructed,
there were those who
thought the district should pay for a traffic
signal at that point where the driveway hits
W. Columbia Ave. It didn’t happen.

Have you ever tried to drive by the
school when the school empties out each
afternoon? I’ve seen people out there trying
to control traffic and, again, gridlock.

When she was mayor, Kerreen Conley
would say the residents of Harbour Pointe,
next door to the school, were held captive by
the egress of drivers. She didn’t mention the
teenage drivers, but I will. Tires screeching.

A traffic signal could sort things out.
ek
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JOE’S APPLIANCE

Columbia Court
Apartments
275 W. Columbia * Belleville

For 1 Bedroom & Studio Apartments Only.
Accepting Applications for Individuals 62 & Older
H.U.D. Guidlines Apply
A Senior Facility of National Church Residences
Affordable Housing * Sec 8-202

Minutes From Shopping, Freeways & Restaurants

& 734-697-8200

REPAIR

In-Home Service
Calls on Most
Major Appliances.

(734) 697-3206

For Classified Advertising, Display Advertising or News Tips.
One call does it all: 734-699-9020
The Belleville-Area Independent

INDOOR DINING AND OUR AYCE BUFFET IS BACK!

CHINAKING

45915 S. 1-94 Service Dr., Belleville

Next to the Belleville Post Office
(734) 699-1550
See our menu online at chinakingbelleville.com .

LUNCH ¢ DINNER

SUNDAY-THURSDAY
11:00AM - 9:00PM

FRIDAY & SATURDAY
11:00AM - 10:00PM

HOTSPOT

DeLivery AvaiLaeLe THru UBER EATS & GRUBHUB!
LUNCH SPECIALS * BEER & WINE AVAILABLE * DRIVE-THRU PICKUP
Thanks for your support over the years ©

Belleville Tax & Accounting Service, Inc.

Criss, Wilmarth & Parr

Certified Public Accountants

Denise W. Baker, MSA, CPA Gayl Parr, CPA

Providing Services to Small Business and Individuals
* Small Business Accounting & Financial Statements
* Payroll Services
* Business and Personal Tax Returns

e Small Business Advising and Start-Up Consultation

Visit our website
www.bellevilletaxservices.com

Call Us Today!
(734) 697-8000

All major credit cards accepted 152 Main Street

* Quickbooks Training and Support

TR vasicrcar R: = (in The Professional Building)
— ’e#f’le Belleville, Ml 48111

Democratic Club Chili
Cook-Off is April 25

To the editor:

Greetings All and Happy Spring!

The Southwestern Wayne (County)
Democratic Club would like to invite
you to our annual Chili Cook-Off,
Thursday, April 25, at 6 p.m. at the Wayne
County Fairgrounds Dining Hall, 10871
Quirk Road, Belleville. Enter the chili
competition for $20 per pot, or come and
judge the chili for just $10, which includes
a hot dog, chips, and beverage.

Invited guest speakers: Attorney General
Dana Nessel and Congresswoman Debbie
Dingell. We will host our traditional
raffle and silent auction. Tickets can be
purchased online at the following link:
https://donorbox.org/swdc-chili-cook-off .

Tickets will be available at the door.

For more information, please call
President Dave Haener at (734) 252-9252
or Debbie Chamberlain at (734) 634-3569.

Come on out and join us for some
excellent chili tasting, lots of great fun and
good fellowship! Hope to see you there.

Debbie Chamberlain
Correspondence Secretary
Southwestern Wayne (County)
Democratic Club

I see the brain trust in
Lansing is at it again

To the editor:

I see the brain trust in Lansing is at it
again ... you serve your country ... come
home, get a job, get married ... work
hard ... raise your kids, then as they say,
life happens ... you retire and bad things
happen ... illness, death. Divorce ... you
get your monthly check and must decide
... food to stay alive ... medicine so you
wouldn’t die ... rent so you wouldn’t have
to live in a cardboard box ... so what does
grench do for you ... she cuts income tax
from 4.25 to 4.05 ... which on $20,000
saves you ... you may want to sit down for
this ... $40 a YEAR ... but ... she has a lot
of Joe’s cash in the back room .., so she
gives illegal aliens or as Joe calls them ...
newcomers ... $500 a month for rent, you
who worked hard ... did the right thing ...
and she rewards those fine folks who are
ILLEGAL aliens ... makes ya glad she’s
our leader. Speaking of leaders? Am I

KAREN'S

PLACE '

A Salon S
For Everyone s
36968 Huron River Drive

New Boston, Michigan
Appointments & Walk-ins Welcome

Z734-753-9130
OreN: Tues.— Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-3
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the only one who didn’t get a $500 check
from Reggie Miller? Promised if she were
elected we would all get one.

Vic Franzoi
Van Buren Township
Ya’ll be safe out there.

Thanks to all
who have helped me

To the editor:

For those that know me a stroke has
left me with some challenges and I want
to thank all who have helped me at Tim
Horton’s — too many to name. But thank
you from Linda and me.

Mickey Widener
Van Buren Township

Thank you, St. Jude

To the editor:

This is a new St. Jude Prayer.

You say it seven days in a row and be
specific in what miracles you are asking
for.

Oh, Holy St. Jude, Apostle and
Martyr, great in virtue, rich in miracles,
near kinsman to Jesus Christ, Faithful
Intercessor to those who invite your prayer.
To you I have come from the depth of my
heart and humbly beg to whom God has
given such great power, to come to my
urgent and needed petition.

Say three Our Father’s, three Hail Mary’s
and three Glory Be’s. At this point, ask
St. Jude for your needed miracle. Now
promise him to intercede by putting his
prayer in print. It can be on the internet,
newspaper, post card in the store, etc.

This prayer has come through for myself,
family and friends. I hope you try it and it
comes through for you, too.

It really works.

S.H., Sumpter Township, God Bless You

We need help to get to
world competition in TX

To the editor:

This letter serves as a thank you, an
explanation of FIRST Robotics, and a plea
for aid.

On the weekend of March 8, Belleville
High School hosted our fifth Robotics
event at Belleville High School. The
overwhelming support received to aid this
program amidst all the chaos has been truly
heartening. This year, our list of sponsors
exceeded all expectations, and we extend
our sincere gratitude to them for their
support of the team and the event.

A list of sponsors is shown and these
businesses and people should be lauded:
Kabob Gardens, Belleville Rotary,
Detlor Insurance, Hungry Howies,
Garden Fantasy, Gloria Jean’s, Michigan
Kenworth, Edward Jones, First Line
Express Inc., GM, Atchinson Ford, Ford,
Autokiniton, Serta Restokraft Mattress,
Interstate  Batteries, DTE, Hennessey
Engineers, Reflections on the Lake, Intents

(continued on page 15)
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Terry Mark Schoenith

TERRY MARK SCHOENITH

(November 26, 1940 — April 7,2024)

Terry Mark Schoenith, age 83, a longtime
resident of Bellville, Michigan, passed away
on Sunday, April 7, 2024, at Corewell Health
in Wayne, MI, surrounded by his loving family.
He was born on November 26, 1940, in Detroit,
MI to Mark and Agnes (Nowicki) Schoenith.
After high school, Terry attended Michigan
State University and later served our county in
the National Guard. He then married the love of
his life, Barbara, and started his family. Terry
became a master electrician and worked as an
electrical engineer. Terry retired from Albridge
Aldinger in 2006 where he worked as a project
manager for over 25 years. He loved sailing
with his family and friends, especially on Lake
St. Clair. Terry also enjoyed Nascar and his two
favorite sports cars. Terry was also passionate
about building and fixing computers and built
custom computers for family and friends. After
retiring, Terry and Barb moved to Belleville
and became active members of the St. Anthony
parish. Terry became a member of St. Vincent
de Paul and served as president for many years.
His passion for helping those less fortunate was
an inspiration to his family and friends. Terry
loved animals, especially his dogs. He loved his
children and grandchildren dearly and he was
so proud of them.

Terry is survived by his loving wife of 56
years, Barbara Schoenith, of Belleville, MI; his
children, Kristen Alyce (Jay) Dean of Hillman,
MI, Marcus Terence Schoenith of Belleville,
MI, and Kathryn (James) King of Huron Twp.,
MI; his sister Sharolyn (Tom) Haldane of
Orlando, FL; and his grandchildren, Devon,
Shelby (Shaun), Alex, Grace, and Anna; his
great-grandchildren, Caden and Ashton; and
his beloved dog, Remi, as well as many nieces,
nephews, cousins, friends, and neighbors.

He was preceded in death by his parents.

A funeral Mass with visitation one hour prior
to the Funeral Mass has been scheduled for
Tuesday, April 16, 2024, at 11 a.m. at St.
Anthony Catholic Church, 409 W. Columbia
Ave., Belleville, MI, with Father Bryan Shackett
as Celebrant.

In lieu of flowers, donations to St. Vincent
DePaul would be appreciated in Terry’s
memory.

www.davidcbrownth.com

KATHERINE ALLISON TOMCHEFF
(June 11, 1961 — March 30, 2024)

Age 61, of Wayne, formerly of Belleville and
Detroit. BHS class of 1980. Survived by son
Steven, mother Leona Hoggarth, five siblings,
two brothers-in-law, two sisters-in-law. Funeral
April 5 at David C. Brown Funeral Home,
Belleville. www.davidcbrownfh.com

To build a better world,
start in your own community!

IMPORT AND DOMEST!

B

112 Davis St.
Belleville, Ml 48111

Burhop's Colllision

CompLETE GLASS INSTALLATION

FAX: (734) 699-3856

C

oDY AND FENDER REPAIR

(734) 699-3641

Towing Available
Open Weekdays 8 a.m — 5 p.m.

The Hair Station
(734) 796-4795

151 Main Street
Belleville MI 48111

PLease Inguire Asout Our
Spring/SummEer SPEciALs!
thehairstation151@yahoo.com

B
._'-rl

321 Main Streer, BeLLeviLLe, MI 48111 GLongLAw.com

George E.Long,III

Attorney & Counselor At Law

Federal & State Criminal
and Civil Defense
DUI ¢ Wills e Probate Matters
Divorce e Social Security Disability
Notary Public

134-697-4455

eX
REALTY
Angela Lee

The Lee Team

Direct: 313-626-1822

Office: 313-214-2419
Angela.Lee@exprealty.com
www.AngelaLeeYourRealtor.com
#LookAndListWithLee

)

All Insurances Welcome

{f-f"/ SUNMPTER Ltd. Lifetime Guarantee
/ COLLISION Onsite Rental Cars
& A Family Tradiion Since 1957 RV Repair
James Chudzinski - Owner ‘ 3 ' Auto Glass
Kevin Schewe - Manager S N
21585 Sumpter Rd. :__,. : Motorcycle
Belleville, MI 48111 & Watercraft
4 734.699.7758 O
sumptercollision@gmail.com us TRAINED
THINKING OF SELLING COLDWELL BAMKER
YOUR HOM E? PROFESSIOMALS
YOUR HOME IS UNIQUE, 11752 Belleville Road
Van Buren Twp, M| 48111
AND SO IS OUR APPROI.\CH. 734-697-1800
Contact Coldwell Banker Professionals
fora TO VISIT r \
rewarding RealEstate48111.com il |
customer SCAN =
experience ME! %4 ““
unllke any ﬁuf Jessica Jones James Morgan
other. - Manager Manager

ADOPTIONS BY APPOINTMENT, MONDAY - SATURDAY

11 A.M. - 3 P.M. CALL 734-461-9458

Friends of MI Animals Rescue
Promote a Healthy and Safe Environment for All

weonmenr 51299 Arkona Road
Belleville, Ml 48111

'*‘ -~
734-461-9458

Fiends o ichgan info@friendsofmichigan.org
Animals Rescue www. friendsofmichigan.org

Free Estimates
Service & Repair
Drain Cleamn%/I
Gas Lines & More

. - )
il %
P1.uMBING

Caleb Windiate
734.307.6478

ProPlumbing734@yahoo.com

Licensed & Insured
Honest & Reliable

\NEST BRANCH BU’LDERS

A
S
LICENSED I SERVING OUR
INSURED 7 COMMUNITY FOR
OVER 38 YEARS
21321 KARR RD
BELLEVILLE, MI 48111
RESIDENTIAL AND
COMMERCIAL TIM BOWMAN

westbranchbuilders@yahoo.com PHONE 734-476-1098

J.R's Tree Service
T34-250-3855
Jeremy Reber

wner

Free Estimate’s

Tree Removal
Tree Trmming
Stump Remowval
Fire Wiood
Lot Clearing
Fully Insured

Grading, Excavating, etc.

Bill Arrwood
owner

313-363-6590

" 49450 Judd Rd.
Belleville, MI. 48111

arrwoodconstruction@yahoo.com
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SERVING BELLEVILLE, SUMPTER TownsHIP & VAN BUREN TownsHIP For OVer 41 YEARS

David C S zowr
Suncral Slome

Live ~ Laugh ~ Love < Remember

David C. Brown, Founder ¢ Shelly A. Brown-Chudzinski, Manager

(734) 697-4500

C

www.DAVIDCBROWNFH.com

Complete Line of Monuments & Markers.

460 E. HURON RIVER DR., BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

ANANIDWVWERTISIE

TOIDAYSE
Buy 3 Ads, Get 1 FREE!

Call our Advertising Manager
Janet Millard Today! 734-699-9020

BELLEVILLE FIRST UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

Moving forward 417 Charles

in Christ together! Sunday 10am

bellevillefirstumc.org 734.697.9288

FAITH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
6020 Denton Road
Belleville, M1 48111 (734) 483-2276
www.faithchurchdenton.org
Sunday Worship at 9:30am. Bible Study &

refreshments after Worship.

BELLEVILLE
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
Saturday Mornings
Bible Study 10:00 Worship 11:30
89 South Edgemont
bellevillesda.com

Ridge Road Church of Christ

1770 Ridge Road, Ypsilanti, MI 48198
Sunday Bible Study 10 AM, Worship Service 11 AM
Sunday Evening Worship 6 PM and
Wednesday Bible Study 7:30 PM
www.ridgeroadcoc.org (734) 485-2930

BELLEVILLE PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

11900 Belleville Road
Service and Sunday School
10:00 a.m.

RIVER OF LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
16650 Sumpter Rd., Belleville, MI 48111
All services are open to in person or live stream.
Sunday Morning Worship @ 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Adult, Youth & Children @ 7 p.m.
Visit rol-ag.com  (734) 699-6700

= BETHANY

810 E. HURON RIVER DR. BELLEVILLE, MI | 734.697.7456
Sunday | Adult Bible Fellowship & Children’s Sunday
School 9:45am | Morning Worship 11am
Wednesday | Kids & Teens 6:45pm | Bible In Action 7pm
Visit bethanybiblechurch.com for more info

ST. ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH
409 W. Columbia Avenue (734) 697-1211
= Saturday Mass: 6:00pm
* Sunday Masses: 8:30am & 10:30am
* Mondays: 6:30pm Adoration

www.stanthonybelleville.com

SUNDAYS @ 10 A.M.
Connect Classes
11 a.m. Sunday Worship

L]
WEDNESDAYS @ 6 P.M.
$.0.S. Recovery & Support Group
y wnitu ( hiprcly  WEDNESDAYS @ 7 P.M.
Commumity Church WEDNESDAYS @ 7 o
PCACH v

894 E. Huron River Dr.
Belleville

COABELCT =
JOIN US IN PERSON, ONLINE &
FOLLOW US ON Ei

sEmL

WouLD YOU LIKE TO HAVE
YOUR CHURCH LISTED IN
THIS DIRECTORY?
CALL ADVERTISING
MANAGER JANET MILLARD
AT 734-699-9020 TODAY!
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Edward George Dubisky

EDWARD GEORGE DUBISKY

(July 27, 1936 — March 8, 2024)

Edward George Dubisky, age 87 years of
Onsted, formerly of Belleville, passed away
on Friday, March 8, 2024, at St. Joseph Mercy
Hospital in Ypsilanti. He was born on July 27,
1936, in Belleville, the son of Charles J. and
Dorothy O. (Sutton) Dubisky.

Ed graduated from Belleville High School in
1954. He married Sharon L. Merillat, the love
of his life, on September 3, 1960 in Belleville.
She preceded him in death on October 12,2019.
Ed worked at Consumers Energy in Livonia for
36 years, retiring in 1990. He enjoyed golfing,
hunting, and fishing. Ed was a member of St.
Rita’s Catholic Church in Clark Lake.
Surviving Ed are his three sons, Lloyd Dubisky
of Baldwin, David (Terry) Dubisky and Dan
Dubisky all of Belleville; five grandchildren,
Thomas Dubisky, Emily Dubisky, Brandon
Dillon, Britney (James) Potter and Rai Miller;
four great-grandchildren, Chyanne, Evelyn,
Harlow and Finley; two brothers, Gary (Sandra)
Dubisky of Southfield and William (Sharon)
Dubisky of Belleville; and several nieces and
nephews.

He was preceded in death by his wife; parents;
a sister Shirley Ray; and three brothers, Donald
Dubisky, Charles Dubisky and David Dubisky.
Cremation has taken place. A Mass of the
Resurrection will be held at 11:00 A.M. on
Friday, April 19,2024 at St. Anthony’s Catholic
Church in Belleville with Rev. Bryan Shackett
officiating. Family and friends can gather at
the church from 10:00-10:45 A.M. prior to
the service. Private interment will take place
at a later date at Somerset Center Cemetery.
Arrangements are entrusted to Brown-Van
Hemert Funeral Home in Hudson. Condolences
and words of comfort can be left at: www.
brownvanhemert.com.

One Call Does It All...
...At The Independent
734-699-9020

CREMATION

$895.00 complete
NO Hidden Service Fees

(800) 331-5051

DUZAK Funeral &
Cremation Center, Inc.

Southeast Michigan’s Lowest
Cremation Cost Provider
Since 1977

www.duzakcremation.com
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MICHAEL PETER WELT

(April 28, 1945 — March 31, 2024)
MichaelPeter Welt,age 78, ,0f Grayling,MIpassed
away peacefully at home on March 31, 2024.
He was born to Everett and Shirley (Poet) Welt
on April 28, 1945 in Wayne, MI. Mike started
his career at Welt Oil Company in Belleville.
Later he was employed by Wayne County Road
Commission as a mechanic and worked on the
plow trucks. In the later part of his career, he
was a Supervisor for the Wayne County parks
of Elizabeth Park and Crosswinds Marsh. One
of his favorite events at Elizabeth Park every
year was the Easter Marshmallow Drop.
Michael was an avid fisherman and hunter. He
was a NASCAR lover,, too but spent most of his
time outdoors. He also loved to watch Western
movies. He was the life of the party. He truly
enjoyed and had a passion for riding his Harley
Davidson.

Michael is survived by his children, Marion
“Mimi”  Welt-Smith, Kimberly (Kevin)
Lauterwasser, Donald (Beverly) Jeffries, Ronald
Jeffries, Timothy (Melissa) Jeffries, Michael
(Kerry) Welt, Tina Jeffries, Vicki (Ronald)
Wygonik; 22 grandchildren; and numerous
great-grandchildren. He is preceded in death
by his first wife Marion, recently passed-
away wife Marie Welt, grandson James Dylan
Lauterwasser, brother Dan, and sister Sue.
A Gathering of Family and Friends will be held
on Saturday, April 13,2024 from 1 to 3 p.m. at
Sorenson-Lockwood Funeral Home, Grayling,
MI 49738, (989) 348-2951.
Condolences may be
sorensonlockwood@gmail.com .
Arrangements entrusted to Sorenson-Lockwood
Funeral Home.

shared at

CLINTON BAILEY., JR.

(August 25, 1925 — March 16, 2024)

Age 98, passed away in Belleville. Survivors
are five sons, three daughters, three sisters,
grandchildren. Funeral service March 25 at
Stark Funeral Professionals, Ypsilanti. Burial in
United Memorial Gardens, Superior Twp.

BHS at-home games

* Thursday, April 11 — Girls JV Tennis vs.
Franklin HS,4 p.m.; JV Baseball vs. Ypsilanti
HS, 4:30 p.m.; JV Softball vs. Wyandotte
Roosevelt HS, 4:30 p.m.; Girls JV Soccer vs.
Dearborn HS, 5:30 p.m.; Girls Varsity Soccer
vs. Dearborn HS, 7 p.m.

* Friday, April 12 — Boys & Girls Track
& Field Tiger Relays, 3:30 p.m.; JV Baseball
vs. Melvindale HS, 4:30 p.m.

e Saturday, April 13 — JV Softball
vs. Southgate Anderson HS, 11 am.,
doubleheader

* Monday, April 15 — Girls Varsity Tennis
vs. Fordson HS, 4 p.m.; Boys JV Lacrosse
vs. Plymouth HS, 4 p.m.; Varsity Baseball vs.
John Glenn HS, 4:30 p.m.; Varsity Softball
vs. Northville HS, 4:30 p.m.; Boys Varsity
Lacrosse vs. Plymouth HS, 5:30 p.m.

* Tuesday, April 16 — Boys & Girls Track
& Field vs. Churchill HS, 3:30 p.m.; Girls
Varsity Tennis vs. John Glenn HS, 4 p.m.

* Wednesday, April 17 — JV Baseball vs.
John Glenn HS, 4 p.m.; JV Softball vs. John
Glenn HS, 4 p.m., doubleheader
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Catherine Jeanette Day

CATHERINE JEANETTE DAY

(March 4, 1930 — March 31, 2024)

Catherine Jeanette Day, age 94, of Westland,
MI, formerly of Belleville, MI, passed away
Easter Sunday, March 31, 2024, at her home,
surrounded by family. She was born March
4, 1930, in Wayne, MI, daughter of Lawrence
Wilfred & Ethel Lovena (Taylor) McKeen. She
graduated from Belleville High School, class
of 1948, where she was the lead drum major in
the marching band for all four years. Catherine
married Frank Day on July 7, 1951, and enjoyed
raising her family in her hometown. Frank and
Catherine were former members of First United
Methodist Church, Belleville, for many years.
She went to work in 1980, in the cafeteria for
several of the Van Buren Public Schools, for
over 35 years. She loved being the head of
the Jigsaw Puzzle group while she lived in
Columbia Court. She also enjoyed playing
Bunco and Euchre, and more recently Bingo,
twice a week.

Mrs. Day is survived by 3 children, 7
grandchildren, and 12 great-grandchildren.
She was preceded in death by her parents Fred
and Ethel, husband Frank, and brother Calvin
McKeen.

A private interment was in Hillside Cemetery,
Belleville, MI. Arrangements were by David C.
Brown Funeral Home, 460 E. Huron River Dr.,
Belleville, MI.

Memorial contributions may be made
to Homestead Home Healthcare #115, 21800
Haggerty Rd., Northville, MI 48167.
www.davidcbrownfh.com

KATHERINE ANNE LUND

(August 17, 1968 — March 28, 2024)

Age 55, of Roseville. Survived by son Max of
Westland; parents Joan and George Swistock
of Belleville; and siblings Robert, David, Suzy.
Cremation planned and a memorial will be held
in the future. www.davidcbrownfh.com

TREE SERVICE, INC.

Tree Removal ¢ Tree Trimming
Tree Pruning ® Brush Removal
Stump Grinding

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
FULLY INSURED

Free Estimates ® Senior Discounts

No Tree Too Big, No Tree Too Small

734-753-5800
TNTTREE.COM

Upcoming Meetings

* Thursday, April 11 — Keystone Academy
school board, 5 p.m. Also, Sumpter Township
Planning Commission, 6 p.m.

* Monday, April 15 — Belleville City Council,
7:30 p.m.

¢ Tuesday, April 16 — Van Buren Township
regular meeting, 6 p.m.

* Wednesday, April 17 — Van Buren Township
Environmental Commission, 6 p.m. Also,
City of Belleville Downtown Development
Authority, 6 p.m., at the Belleville Area District
Library

* Monday, April 22 — Van Buren Township
Public Schools Board of Education, 7 p.m.,
BHS

Belleville Area Independent/April 11, 2024

KAYROUZE
JEWELRY
Kayrouze
504 .Mai.n Street
Belleville, MI 48111

4

® 734.444.2323

& tony@kayrouzejewelry.com

To build a better world, start in your own community!

Van Buren D 4
Community Center
s W BUREM 100 R IR
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RESIDENTIAL I
. APS SERVICES .

I “A Perfect Solution” i

| Stecializing in Custom Bathoome, ?a%?&ﬂaommmgmmm|

10% OFF SIGNED

CONTRACT PRICE!

— Not 1o exceed $1500
Coupon expires 04/30/2024

www.apsrs.com
FINANCING AVAILABLE

800.264.7120

KP& T AUTO SERVICE NOW OFFERING

RUSTPROOFING

at it's

vehicle from
harsh winter
snow and o
road salt.
appointment ~ PROTECT THE NEW, PRESERVE THE OLD!
today! - CARS, TRUCKS, SUVs & TRAILERS -

BO0 & Hron Hner e =

MEMORY CAFE

Connect with others,
remember times past,
enjoy some goodies,
and make a craft!

FRIDAY APRIL 26TH @ 11 AM

Belleville Area District Library
Cozzad Room A

Bellevillelyi3Az39151292

Join us at this relaxed, informal, and free event for
people with memory difficulties and their caregivers.

A diagnosis is not required to attend.
Registration appreciated, but NOT required

Questions?
Contact Jennifer Richardson, Outreach Librarian:
734-699-3291
jrichardson@belleville lib.mi.us

Things to do in the
Belleville area...

* Thursday, April 11 — Classic Movie
Night Series at 6:30 p.m. at the Belleville
Area District Library. Tonight it is Orson
Welles’ “Citizen Kane.” Watch and discuss
classic films presented by former Detroit
Free Press film critic John Monaghan.
Brought to you by the Friends of the
Library and the Belleville Area Council for
the Arts.

* Friday, April 12 — The Van Buren
Eagles, 9961 Beck Rd., Van Buren
Township, invite the public to a Country
Style Rib Dinner at 5 p.m., with a meat
raffle at 6:30 p.m. DJ Anthony Richendollar
is at 7:30 p.m.

* Saturday, April 13 — Family-to-Family
Sale to benefit the Van Buren Public
Schools Early Childhood Center will
run from 9 a.m. to noon at the Belleville
High School Cafeteria, 501 W. Columbia
Ave., Belleville. This is a fund-raising
event, cash only, like a mom-to-mom
sale, and all proceeds will go toward the
playground project at the Early Childhood
Center. Information at: SCEnglish@
vanburenschools.net .

e Saturday, April 13 — The Western
Wayne County Quilting Guild invites
visitors to join them from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
at the Cozadd room at the Belleville Area
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District Library. It is a Sit & Stitch day, so
bring something to work on and supplies.
There will be a guest presenter after 10:30
a.m. She will show quilts and how to fix
quilts in disrepair.

* Friday, April 19 — The Van Buren
Eagles, 9961 Beck Rd., Van Buren
Township, invites the public to a Polish
Dinner at 5 p.m., Pull Tab Bingo followed
by Karaoke at 7:30 p.m.

* Saturday, April 20 — Earth Day 2024
at Wayne County Community College,
Ted Scott Campus, 9555 Haggerty Rd.,
Van Buren Township, 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Partnered with National Wildlife Refuge
System. Open to the public at no cost.
Educational presentations, indoor/outdoor
inflatable archery, backyard bass game,
hands-on planting activity, arts and crafts,
snacks available. Information: Amanda
Consiglio, (734) 699-7008.

* Thursday, Friday and Saturday, April
25, 26, 27 — Annual Indoor Flea Market at
St. Paul’s Church, 19109 Craig St., New
Boston, (734) 753-9048. Open 9 a.m. to 3
p.m. on Thursday and Friday, and 9 a.m. to
noon on Saturday. Antiques, collectibles,
furniture, and more.

e Thursday, April 25 — Chili Cook-
off at the Southwestern Wayne (County)
Democratic Club membership meeting at 6
p.m. at the Wayne County Fairgrounds on
Quirk Road in Van Buren Township.

Friends Gather Here

11th Annual

Art and Garden Show
May 5, 2024
10am - 4pm

47947 W. Huron River Dr.
Belleville, M1

Perennial Plants * Pottery * Baskets
Flowers * Glass * Jewelry ¢ Oils * Art
Watercolor Paintings and more!

©

(3.
V|

Great
Mothers Day

Gifts!

Hostess: Cheryl Wagner 734-699-9050

7

Pharmacy

Passionately Devoted to Wellness & Community
248 Main St Belleville, MI 48111
734- 391 01 20

Call to
transfer your
prescriptions

today!

Support
Local
Business

June Milton, Owner & Pharmacist

v
J . FREE Medication Delivery

J | Pet Meds

- Medication Consultations

Immunizations

©

Follow Us for
Updates!!
* and MORE!
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Sumpter raises financial director
salary from $85,200 to $94,500

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

On a 6-1 vote the Sumpter Township Board
of Trustees raised the annual salary of Financial
Director Scott Holtz from $85,200 to $94,500
as of the beginning of his new contract on April
1. This was at the board’s regular meeting on
March 26.

Trustee Peggy Morgan cast the only no vote,
saying she thinks he should have a raise, but,
“That’s a bit much of a raise.”

Treasurer Bart Patterson said they had given
30-40 hours of discussion to his pay and this
is believed to be fairer, looking at what other
communities pay for that position.

“Call it employee retention,” said Trustee Tim
Rush. “Headhunters are out and around.” He
also noted Holtz had been very “loyal.”

Trustee Morgan said Holtz was rehired
by the board in January 2022 at $80,000 and
then immediately got the 4% raise that other
employees got on April 1, the beginning of the
new fiscal year.

She said in 2023 his salary was $85,200 plus
the 4% and now it’s $94,500. She asked if the
4% raise was included in this figure and she was
told it was.

At the Jan. 11, 2022 regular meeting of the
Sumpter board, Holtz was rehired and was
scheduled to begin work the next day. The
board directed township attorney Rob Young to
draw up a one-year contract.

Trustee Morgan also voted against the motion
to rehire Holtz at that time. Holtz had resigned

GWD’S BLIND

WAREHOUSE
“We Bring The Warehouse To You!”

CUSTOM BLINDS, SHADES
AND VERTICALS

FACTORY DIRECT PRICES

FREE ESTIMATES
SENIOR & VETERANS DisScounTs

= -3 =8

Call (313) 303-1299

DONg]

with one week’s notice in April 2019 to take
a job with Lenawee County at an office a few
blocks from his home in Adrian.

At the time of his resignation, Trustee Morgan,
who was former treasurer, said she was so
happy Holtz was leaving. She said he messed up
her retirement benefits and he kept postponing
things that needed to be done.

In 2022, Holtz replaced Michelle Cole, who
resigned Nov. 29, 2021 with one week’s notice.
When he first was hired on Oct. 16, 2017 he
replaced the retiring Jim Glahn, CPA.
ThehiringwasnotontheJan.11,2022agendaand
was discussed at the workshop and then added to
the agenda at the regular meeting that followed.
Clerk Esther Hurst said Holtz was no longer
at his previous job and maybe he could be
financial director for Sumpter.

Trustee Morgan was surprised because
this had never been discussed publicly.
Then she said she realizes everyone else
on the board knew, but they didn’t tell her.

She suggested having Plante Moran
handle that position and Clerk Hurst
said she would prefer having someone
inside the office being finance director.
Trustee Matt Oddy said they discussed it at the

(continued on page 12)

Tree Removal

Tree Trimming
Storm Cleanup  Stump Grinding
Chipping Pruning

(784) 6359840

Family owned and operated for over 20 yaars We take pride in our work and our company.

FULLY INSURED

Quality Keeping You Covered...not only our logo, it's our motto!

WE}Y URPRIS ]
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Notice for Seniors
Do You Want To Hear Better?

Beltone, the MOST TRUSTED NAME
IN HEARING AIDS, wishes to test a
remarkable new hearing instrument in
the area. This offer is free of charge
and you are under no obligation. The
revolutionary 100% Digital instruments
use the latest technology to comfortably
and almost invisibly help you hear
more clearly. This technology solves
the “stopped up ears’, “head in
a barrel” sensation some people
experience, and has been clinically
demonstrated to improve hearing in
noisy environments. If you wish to

The Serene™ Technology

¢ Instant fit - a single office visit
is all it takes

e Easy to use and wear
All-day comfort

* Hear effortlessly in noisy places,
watching TV, or on the phone.

* Tiny size and great price!
SAVE $1000 THIS WEEKY

Look!

She’s
wearing new
open ear
technology!

participate, you will be required to have
your hearing tested in our office FREE
OF CHARGE to determine candidacy.

A limited number of qualified seniors

are needed to try this product. NO
PURCHASE is necessary, however you
may purchase Beltone Serene™ Technology at a reduced rate.

?E:.E Beltone Free Hearing Screening For The
Hearing NEXT 5 DAYS!

We support & honor Medicare and discount plans
including BCBS and TRUHEARING. We offer
professional award-winning service, technology, and
a FREE LIFETIME BELCARE TREATMENT PLAN.
CALL US DIRECTLY TO MAXIMIZE YOUR MEDICARE BENEFIT!

Call now to schedule your free appointment!

Belleville Ann Arbor Ann Arbor
35 Main St., Suite 101 4076 Packard St. 283 S. Zeeb Rd., Suite F
734-256-4113 734-389-8725 734-274-6794

WWW.BELTONEHEARINGAID.COM

*Offer valid toward the purchase of two Beltone Serene™ hearing instruments. $500 off a single instrument.
**Must complete hearing screening to be eligible for gift card. See store for details. Beltone 2024™

-

DIVERSIFIED
ROOFING
QUALITY
KEEPING YOU COVERED

Shingle, Flat Roof & Metal Roofs
Removals, Recover & Repair

$900 OFF

Full Roof Replacement
Expires: 04-30-2024

Residential e Commercial
Free Estimates

i Replacements A Recovers s/ Repairs Az Commercial & Residential

State Licensed

ALL TYPES ’ :2:?::: L CUSTOMER CHECKLIST Fully Insured
Flat & Shingled + EPDM astocunon T G ~=B ojguwed D OfficelShowroom O In Business Over 5 Years
Modified Rubber 3BE O Licensed {not home or truck) O Faclory Certified Installers www.DiversifiedRoofinglLC.com
Cedar Shake « Metal 734'429 — 5840 O References O Workmanship Guarantee O Check BBB

800-668-1928

779 W. Michigan Avenue « Saline, Ml 48176 - www.diversifiedroofingllc.com » 1-800-668-1928
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MANUEI.- AND
'WYOMING

HI, MY NAME IS
MANUEL, AND THIS IS
MY MATE, WYOMING!

We are about a year old, and we
came to the shelter with our two
daughters, Dora and Isa. Our family
was living outside for a while before
being brought into a nice family’s
house. It took us some time to get
used to being inside, but once we
learned that people are safe, we
started to open up. I'm a large boy
who loves scratches on my squishy
cheeks and bottom. When | get
comfortable, | love to show you my
belly, then I'll start playing with my
track and ball toys. | spend lots of
time in the window, sunning myself.
Having lots of windows and a cat
tower would be great! Wyoming
likes gentle pets and is more trusting
right away. She loves her cheeks
and neck to be scratched. Wyoming
also enjoys plush blankets to nap
on. Both of us LOVE to be brushed!
That's a fast way to gain our trust.
Wyoming and | are bonded, so we’d
have to go together. I'm not a fan of
other pets being around Wyoming,
so we would need to be the only
animals in the home. A calm home
would be perfect for us.

If youd like to adopt us, please
go to friendsofmichigan.org/
adoptable-cats to submit
an application. We'’re fixed,
microchipped, vaccinated, and
negative for FIV/FeLV.

Friends of Michigan
Animals Rescue
51299 Arkona Road
Belleville, M| 48111
734-461-9458
www.friendsofmichigan.org

GCASH FOR YOUR HOME

ANY CONDITION OK
CALL US AND GET YOUR PRICE.
AERO REALTY
35890 GODDARD
ROMULUS, Ml 48174
313-402-0187 or 734-941-4595

P PSP T T TP HHHHHHHHS

To build a better world, start in your own community!

Revolutionary
Gardens

dfpU%

Landscape Rejuvenation, Preservation,
Design and Planting
josephs@revolutionarygardens.info
Your Personal Groundskeeper

734-507-2440

WE’RE OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY, 8AM-6PM
Schedule Your Appointment Today!

AMC -

\ ' VAN BUREN |

A NI MAL
MEDICAL

CENTER

ANIMAL MEDICAL CENTER of VAN BUREN
Scott Driscoll, DVM Keri Dasher, DVM
491 Sumpter Road, Belleville, Ml 48111
£34-699-6510
www.amcvanburen.com
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Top Ten students of
BHS class of 2024

announced Monday

Here is the list of the Top Ten students
in the Belleville High School graduating
class of 2024, as announced by School
Supt. Pete Kudlak at Monday’s meeting
of the Van Buren Public Schools Board of
Education.

Valedictorian - Parker Mears
Salutatorian - Thomas Okubo
3 - Madison Leads

4 - Kelly Montgomery

5 - Eli Jeng

6 - Ariana Smith

7 - Logan Peterman

8 - Isabelle Porzondek

9 - Ellee Kloian

10 - Ekene Duru

Therese Antonelli to be
on ‘House Hunters’ on
HGTYV April 16

Therese Antonelli, a Belleville native
and founder of Moving the Mitten Real
Estate Group, will appear on the popular
television series “House Hunters,” airing
on HGTV at 10:30 p.m. EST, on Tuesday,
April 16.

“House Hunters,” known for providing
viewers with a behind-the-scenes look at the
highs and lows of the home-buying process,
follows Antonelli and her client, Tarek
Uddin, as they navigate the competitive
housing market in Metro Detroit.

In the upcoming episode, viewers will join
Antonelli and Uddin as they tour several
homes in the Metro Detroit area, weighing
the pros and cons of each property in the
quest to find the perfect fit.

Read The Newspaper

On The Web!
The Belleville-Area

Independent Website
is Online! Visit us @

@elIeviIleareaindependent.cog

< FREE ‘lnnﬂl lrminu
- Upgraded Stmm .
& Conditioner-_
Hli!-lluﬂllm Fachl } -
A $50 value with any Full
groom orfull bath booking.~ _

%E‘mﬁ}”’”

77 MMN FI'R‘EET BEI.I.E‘UILLE Mi48m

!EI’[EL]H]]IG? {Mainstreetpupsicon

Speciavizing iv Larae anp Hazarpous RemovaLs

PROFESSIONAL
TREE SERVICE

24 Hr. EMERGENCY SERVICE
Tree TrRiMMING & REmMOVAL
StumpP & SHRUBBERY REMOVAL
CRANE SERVICE * FIREWOOD
FuLLy INsureD ¢ FREe ESTIMATES
Senior CiTizen Discount

EMERGENCIES &
BELLEVILLE AREA

Call Joe (734) 664-9285
1 0% OFF MENTION AD
Call Tom (734) 864-2243
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Sumpter Twp.

(continued from page 10)

committee level and raised the salary to attract
a candidate.

In other business at the one-hour-and-23-
minute combined workshop and regular
meeting on March 26, the board:

* Approved the 2024-25 operating budget
plan presented by Holtz during the March 12
public hearing. Also approved were the Quarter
4 budget amendments for fiscal year 2023-24,
with a slight amendment;

e Approved the planning commission
recommendation for special exception use
at 51356 Willis Rd. for used auto sales and
reconditioned batteries;

* Approved, with regrets, the resignation of
fire fighter Allison Reed, effective March 31;

¢ Approved Burnham & Flower MTPP
Liability-Related Insurance Coverage effective
April 1 at an annual cost of $152,498, including
terrorism and cyber coverage;

* Approved the Constellation Energy 24-month
renewal rate of $3.77/dth effective in April;

* Approved hiring a temporary, part-time
employee for the clerk’s office for up to 29
hours a week through November, with the
acknowledgement of the AFSCME union. In
November, the board could decide to make it
a full-time position, which Clerk Hurst said she
would like;

* Heard Township Manager Anthony Burdick
say he will bring a request for posting of a DPW
position to the April 9 board meeting. He said
they have a new temporary who is working
out well, but one worker is out on long-term
medical and one just went out for a shoulder
injury and that would take three to four months

if surgery is required,;

* Reaffirmed the bids for demolition of
township-owned property at 24995 Sumpter
Rd. and committed to the March 2022 motion
for demolition of the blight problem, as
recommended by Burdick;

¢ Heard Burdick say they have had problems
with the Parks and Recreation Committee and he
will keep the board posted on a re-envisioning
of community events. He said he’d like to have
two events this year, “to get us off the stall-off™;

 Witnessed Treasurer Patterson pin a veteran’s
pin on Burdick’s lapel, since it didn’t get
pinned on during the recent Vietnam Veterans’
Commemoration at Belleville High School. He
said the township manager served in the armed
forces and army for some years and the pin
should be formally pinned on;

e Heard Burdick say the township got an
independent audit in 2021, completed in 2022,
of Carleton Farms landfill and the landfill owes
the township some feedback by April 1;

* Heard Clerk Hurst say Deputy Clerk Karen
Armatis won’t be coming back to work full time
until she can walk, following her foot injury;

e Learned residents are complaining about
heavy pixillation on the Comcast cablecast,
primarily the bulletins. Burdick said adjustments
are being made and they don’t know if it’s being
sent out that way or is a Comcast issue; and

* Heard Trustee Matthew Oddy report from
the planning commission that there is some
concern about the proposed self-serve car wash
at Bemis and Sumpter roads. He said the water
and sewer department questions if that amount
of water can be taken up by the pressurized
system and whether the system handle that type
of flow.

Dos Pesos

Mexican Restaurant
DAILY SPECIALS on:nony

MONDAY - $6 Margaritas

TUESDAY - $3 Corn Tacos, $3.25 Flour Tacos

HAPPY HOUR M-F, 2:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Hours: M-F, 11 a.m. - 7:45 p.m. ® Sat. - Noon to 7:45 p.m.
Follow us on Facebook at Dos Pesos Inc.

11800 Belleville Rd.
697-5777

DONGIRWATTRUNTIISTHEIVAS TAMINU/TE!

SERINGRTIUNEZURSESTARTINGIATRSA'D)

JRSESMALERENGINERREPATR

IFawNIMoW ERSSHTIRACTORSSMIIIERS Y CHATNSAWSHETCY

FJ R{CHAPMAN
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OUR 6224
YEAR!

OUR 6224
YEAR!

WE DO
PORCHES

Workers
Compensation

Licensed & Insured
State Lic # 40800
Family Owned

* CHIMNEYS BUILT, REPAIRED & CLEANED
* MASONRY WORK

* SCREENS INSTALLED

* TUCK POINTING
* GUTTERS

* RESIDENTIAL & General

* COMMERCIAL Liability

* VIOLATIONS ﬁoﬁgmer
CORRECTED ;

* FLEXLINERS s f : e

* CERTIFICATIONS [T -4
INSPECTIONS = ]

(734) 242-2992

bestchimneyandroofing.com

FREE

Since

Estimates 1962

CONSULTATION
AND ESTIMATE

]
¥

FREE

— whel 4l L0 e
NTROL »
LANDSCAPING #

“‘T:'ﬁ HJ‘_/\ VO

Residential & Commercial

Lawn Care
Snow Removal
Mulching

e Spring/Fall Clean Up
e Garden Bed Install
¢ Hardscaping

Hedge/Tree Trimming e And Much More!

MEDICARE choices
getting in the way of
enjoying retirement?

We CAN Help!

We can help you
find a plan that's
right for YOU &
YOUR BUDGET.

heahp .
markets.  Rersenalizec

(734) 252-0064
186 Main Street, Belleville

Stop in or call for

MEDICARE HEALTH DENTAL+VISION SUPPLEMENTAL LIFE
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Tolone S5 Tors ore
\C{ X 0 .-\fjf'u’ff-

A Massage Therapy Company

(734) 707-6348

To build a better world,
start in your own community!
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Ex-Romulus Mayor Burcroff sentenced to 4 mo.’s home confinement

On April 4, former Romulus Mayor
LeRoy Burcroff, 59, of
Romulus, was sentenced | #
to three years probation
with four months home
confinement following
pleading guilty on Aug.
25,2022 to wire fraud.

He had pled guilty
to using $4,500 in
campaign funds to help
cover his daughter’s
wedding at the Belleville Yacht Club which
involved a payment to the yacht club from

a Comerica Bank checking account entitled
Committee to Elect LeRoy D. Burcroff.

He never admitted during his plea hearing
to using more than $15,000 in campaign
money for personal reasons, which is what
he was charged with.

His sentence allows him to go to work and
church during his home confinement.

The sentencing was by U.S. District
Judge Denise Paige Hood, who could have
sentenced him to a fine and/or up to 20 years
in prison.

Since his plea, the sentencing hearing had
been adjourned 13 times.

BELLEVILLE AREA MUSEUM PRESENTS

FLECIRIC

PRESENTATION BY RUSSELL DORE
PIZZA AT 5:30 | LECTURE AT 6| THURSDAY, APRIL 18
405 MAIN ST, BE L,LEVIILLE_, MI 4811

Learn about the history of electric automobiles and the

early efforts by Henry Ford and Thomas Edison to develop
an electric car. As well as the plans that major automotive
manufacturers have for the growth of electric vehicles.

70

.

when you RSVP to bam@vanburen-mi.org MUSEUM

L[ LD

The sentence was announced in a news
release issued by U. S. Attorney Dawn N.
Ison.

Ison was joined in the announcement
by Cheyvoryea Gibson, Special Agent in
Charge of the Detroit Field Office of the
Federal Bureau of Investigation.

Burcroff was elected mayor of the City
of Romulus in 2014. As part of his election
efforts, Burcroff established a committee to
elect (CTE) fund entitled, “Committee to
Elect LeRoy D. Burcroff.”

According to court documents, over
the next two-and-a-half years, Burcroft
defrauded donors to his CTE account by
using these campaign funds for his personal
benefit rather than for his election. For
example, in November 2017, Burcroff spent
over $3,500 of his campaign donors’ money
to pay for his daughter’s wedding.

Burcroff spent the CTE money on a church
fee, a banquet room rental, flowers, and the
wedding bar tab. In 2017 and 2018, Burcroft
used CTE funds to pay over $11,600 in dues
and expenses to the Belleville Yacht Club
which he used for his personal benefit.

On multiple occasions, Burcroff overpaid
his yacht club dues using his campaign
account, which resulted in the yacht club
issuing a refund, which Burcroff deposited
in his personal bank account, the news
release said.

In 2018, Burcroff made a $1,000 donation
of campaign funds to a trade industry,
the Power Transmission Distributors
Association, with the hope that he would
receive a promotion at his private sector
job. In 2019, Burcroff spent over $4,000
of campaign funds on a personal vacation
to Florida with friends. The friends paid
for their half and he put their money in his
person account.

United States Attorney Ison said, “Trust
in our state’s campaign finance system
is a critical component of a healthy
representative democracy. Mr. Burcroff’s
conviction and sentence underscores our
commitment to ensuring that the citizens
of the Eastern District are represented by
public officials who have integrity and are
seeking office not for their self-interest, but
for the good of the people they are elected
to represent.”

(continued on page 17)

Tree Service
734-308-0398
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INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

FOR SALE WANTED HELP WANTED SERVICES

Production/Manufacturing
Trainees - 15t Shift

SEASONED FIREWOOD for
sale. Ash & Cherry. $70/face cord,
$40/half  cord. 20001 Clark Rd.
(734) 341-8557 04/11

WOODEN PEPSI & COKE pop

cases, wooden shipping boxes,
bookcase, desk rotary phone, 4
drawer file cabinet, dehydrator.
(734) 697-9628 04/11
GRAY ELECTRIC RECLINER
2 mos. old. Brand new condition.
$200. 20+  plastic totes, some

Rubbermaid, assorted sizes. $30 for all.
(734) 776-9784

04/25

NORDICK TRACK  TREADMILL
One touch, 10 cline/10 speed. Like
new. $500. One person owner &
user. Ask for Sharon, price firm.

(734) 625-4094

EARLY AMERICAN Dining Table.
Walnut finish. Can be used as 5 ft. or
9 ft. table, good condition. $50. Ask
for Sharon. (734) 625-4094

GARAGE SPACE

GARAGE SALE 4/18-21. 40140 Edison
Lake. Muzzle loader. Craftsman box,
tools. Hunting/fishing items. 2004 Lund
+ extras, $15,000 FIRM. 2007 Pacifica.
(734) 925-1763

VEHICLES FOR SALE

SUMMER’S COMING. 2009 PONTIAC
GT G50 Hardtop Convertible.
113,000 miles. Like new, inside &
out. $7,550. Must see. Private owner.
(734) 695-0819

2011 VOLKSWAGEN JETTA TDL
diesel station wagon. Loaded &
in good condition. One of a kind.
Private owner. $6,500 or best offer.
(734) 695-0819 04/18

04/25

04/25

04/18

04/18

MANUFACTURED HOMES FOR SALE

577 DELAWARE in Holiday West.
3 beds, 2 baths. Beautiful manufactured
home, remodeled in 2023. $44.,900.
Schedule appointment today.
Call (734) 787-1638 04/25

FREE FILL. Delivery available.
(734) 697-1183. Yost Sand & Gravel.
Belleville. TFN

One Call Does It All...
...At The Independent
734-699-9020

ADVANCED H & W

PAYING CASH

Buying Junk Cars &
Trucks. Free 7 Day
Pick Up. Call Today!

(734) 223-5581
(517) 605-6388

D.K. JUNK CAR
BUYERS
PAY CASH

We Work
Monday - Saturday.

734-368-5088
734-545-5195

WANTED - ANY SIZE MEN’S JEANS
for the homeless. Please drop off at
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Drive.
(734) 697-5600 TEN
WANTED - SMALL CONTAINERS
of shampoo, toothpaste, etc. to take
to homeless in Detroit. Drop off at
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Dr.
(734) 697-5600 TEN
RETIRED LADY “35 years’ experience”
Home Care Provider, looking for
clients. Outgoing, seeking one-on-
one position. Prefer Van Buren area.
(828) 610-3528

CASH FOR YOUR CAR TODAY.
Must be in good condition. Don’t
trade it in, sell it to me. James’ Gems
(734) 695-0819

04/18

04/18

CASH PAID FOR
and Comic Books.
Private collector
(734) 697-3546

Sports  Cards
50s, 60s, 70s.
can come to you.
04/11

Notice to Advertisers:

The Belleville-Area Independent will not be liable
for failure to publish an ad as requested or for more
than one incorrect insertion of an advertisement.
In the event of any error or omission in printing or
publication of an advertisement, you must notify
us within five days of publication or on the date of
insertion, if an ad is scheduled as part of a package,
so there is time to correct subsequent publications.
The Independent’s liability shall be limited to an
adjustment for the cost of the space occupied by the
error with a maximum liability being cancellation
of the cost of the first incorrect advertisement or
republication of the corrected advertisement. Under
no circumstances shall the Independent be liable for
consequential damages of any kind.

$33,000.00 - $49,000.00 to

start

* Double time rates paid after
40 hours

* Full paid training

» Paid vacation, holidays

» Company paid medical and
life insurance

+ Vision & Dental insurance

* IRA savings program

Please call (734) 753-9956
or email
newbostonrtm@yahoo.com

JANITORIAL POSITION for large
office building in Canton. Pleasant
work environment. Mon-Thurs: 9 p.m.-
midnight. Fri, Sat, Sun: 6-9 p.m. $17-
$18/hr. rdunn08@yahoo.com

04/18

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE:

All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the Fair
Housing Act which makes it illegal to
advertise "any preference, limitation
or discrimination based on race, color,
religion, sex, handicap, familial status
or national origin, or an intention, to
make any such preference, limitation
or discrimination." Familial status
includes children under the age of 18
living with parents or legal custodians,
pregnant women and people securing
custody of children under 18.

This newspaper will not knowingly
accept any advertising for real estate
which is in violation of the law. Our
readers are hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised in this newspaper
are available on an equal opportunity
basis. To complain of discrimination
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777.
The toll-free telephone number for the
hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

SERVICES

DEPENDABLE LAWN  SERVICE
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL.
Lawn cutting — Aerating — Mulch — Shrub
Trimming — Spring Clean-up — Power
Raking — Sod & Seeding — Rototilling.
(734) 587-2410 or (734) 693-4712

08/29

PERSONAL READING TUTOR
Available. Pre-school through adult.
Experience — 20+ years. For hours

& price call (734) 620-8711

04/25

A&L SERVICES

Home Improvement &
Handyman Service
Painting, Drywall, Carpentry,
Electrical, Plumbing,
Ceramic Tile, Kitchens & Bath.
Serving Belleville Since
1995. Call Aaron Schuliz
@ 734-740-0628

PLUMBING - SEWER

DRAINS - HANDYMAN

Gutters Cleaned!
Power Washing!
CALL US!
Local To The
Belleville Area. Call
(313) 740-6276.
Ask For Bill.

JOE’S CLEAN UP & OUT

SERVICE

Will remove
anything unwanted.
Please call for an
estimate or send
photos to Joe Huziak
at 1-(313) 510-9742

BEYOND HOME

IMPROVEMENT

Kitchens — Baths
Plumbing — Concrete
Doors — Windows — Siding
Gutters — Basements
Drywall — Painting
Senior & Veteran Discounts
Call Pete - (734) 636-3741

LARRY’S HANDYMAN SERVICE.
No job too small. Interior/exterior
painting, hang wallpaper, powerwashing
& carpentry. (618) 267-7774

10/03

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

MAINTENANCE. Painting, roof
leaks, cleaning &  gutter repair,
landscape = maintenance &  power
washing. (734) 796-3628 05/02

RANDY’S HANDYMAN SERVICE.
Specializing in  power  washing,
painting & other home repairs.
(734) 306-8909 05/02
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More Letters

(continued from page 5)

Events by Margo, Snider Electric, Van
Buren Steel, Waste Management.

The immense support for this program
uplifts those who dedicate their time and
effort to its success. The contributions of
over 100+ direct volunteers are deeply
appreciated. As a unified entity, we within
the robotics program express our gratitude
to the city, township, school district, and all
businesses and personal sponsors involved.
Together, we instill in our children a sense
of community and civic responsibility. Our
small town consistently demonstrates these
values year after year, and for that, we are
profoundly grateful.

This year, our local Belleville High
School team achieved remarkable success

in the qualifying matches of competition,
securing victories at both our home event
and the competition in Ann Arbor at
Skyline High School. Not only did we
qualify for the state competition, but we
also clinched victory at our state district
event and secured second place in the State
championship. As a result, we have earned
the opportunity to compete in the world
event in Houston, Texas. This opportunity
for the world event has come as a bit of
a surprise and necessitates the need for
more funding than originally planned.
The Robotics Program encompasses two
distinct groups.
Extra-Curricular Activities:
Single team at the high school level;
two teams at the middle school level;

nine teams at the elementary Ilevel;
hosting events for elementary,
middle school, and high school;

establishment of a shirt printing business
to aid in funding the program, where

FEEDING FAMILIES IN VAN BUREN, BELLEVILLE & SUMPTER

EMERGENCY

First United
Methodist Church

=

OO IO et

417 Charles Street
Belleville, M.
734-697-9288

Food distribution 6n Tuesdays & Wednesdays from 10AM - 1PM

ow taking reservations for
private tralnlng

Call for a no cost, no obligation discussion
of how [ may help out with:

& Beginner-level behavior issues
% Socialization challenges

#% Preparation for therapy dog
certification

4{035 _6/ janet ~ Belleville

> s

; Janet Deaton:
Certified Dog Trainer

janet@dogsbyjanet.com &# [.f34] 604-1720

b

2V NGRSO ROE SOV TORNWLY SUE SN T I

( TOPSOIL DELIVERED SPECIALS ")
3 Yards Credit $100°, Cash $96"
5 Yards Credit $140°, Cash $134"
6 Yards Credit $155°, Cash $150"

» NOW OPEN FOR THE SEASON? )

¢ Colored Mulch/Playground
¢ Sand - Pool, Fill & Sharp
e Hardwood Mulch

+ Decorative Stones JRCHALILED
¢ Driveway Gravel GRAVEL

students take an active role. (The booster
organization and mentors continue toward
the goal of a student-managed and run
business.)

Integrated Curriculum within the
school district:

Elementary curriculum (Lego) focusing
on rudimentary programming (future);
OwenlIntermediate School (Lego) providing
advanced programming skills (future).

McBride Middle School emphasizing
programming and hard skills (e.g.,
soldering, building, etc.) (current);
offering a programming certificate of a
robot arm upon high school graduation,
to facilitate immediate employment
opportunities. (current).

These two groups seamlessly integrate
extra-curricular  activities ~ with  the
district curriculum. We are preparing
our elementary students with essential
programming skills and logical thinking,
ensuring they are better equipped for
higher education and the challenges of the
real world. This integration of curriculum
and extra-curricular activities is vital
for our students’ preparedness in real-
world scenarios. For many young people
interested in moving to our town, the
quality of our school district is a significant
factor in deciding to live in our township
or city, especially for those with children
or considering starting a family.

The upcoming FIRST World event in
Texas necessitates airline tickets, food,
and hotel accommodations for the 10-
15 students attending. Once again, we
turn to our community for support in this
endeavor. A GoFundMe page has been set
up on Facebook under the 48111 page. Any
contribution, whether it be $5 or $25, would
be greatly appreciated. Alternatively, you
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can drop off a check or cash at the district
administration building behind the high
school (Checks can be made out to: TRBO
- Tiger Robotics Booster Organization).

Thank you, once again, for your continued
support and assistance in making this
program truly exceptional.

- Tiger Robotics Booster Organization

Governor Whitmer
reappoints Eric Doeh
to state mental council

On April 2, Governor Gretchen Whitmer
announced the reappointment of Eric Doeh
of Van Buren Township to the Mental Health
Diversion Council.

Doeh is the president and CEO of the
Detroit Wayne Integrated Health Network.
Additionally, he is an adjunct professor for
the University of Detroit Mercy Law School
and previously served as the deputy chief
assistant of the drug task force for the US
attorney’s office.

Doeh received his Bachelor of Arts in
political science and English from the
University of Michigan and his Juris Doctor
from the Cleveland-Marshall College of Law.

Doceh is reappointed to represent medicaid
pre-paid inpatient health plans for a term
commencing April 2, 2024, and expiring Jan.
30, 2028.

The Mental Health Diversion Council is
an advisory body to the Governor within
the Department of Health and Human
Services charged to advise and assist in the
implementation of a diversion action plan
and provide recommendations for statutory,
contractual, or procedural changes to improve
diversion.

This appointment is not subject to the advice
and consent of the Senate.
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Musings
By Janet Millard e

Independent
Advertising Director §

It is so great having the Belleville Area
Museum open again. Hopefully you
have already noted their first evening
presentation: “Electric Cars-Past, Present
and Future” scheduled for Thursday, April
18. Free pizza at 5:30 p.m. if you advance
register, with the lecture by Russell Dore
starting at 6 p.m.

skkok

Saturday, April 20, is Earth Day so let
me share a couple of things you and your
family can do. First, at 10:30 a.m. is the
grand opening of the Belleville Area District
Library Seed Library in the Cozadd Room.
For all you outdoor people, this is right up
your alley. See their ad in the paper today.

Next is “Let’s Save the Earth Together”
at Wayne County Community College,
Ted Scott Campus, 9555 Haggerty Rd. This
program will raise awareness about the
importance of environmental conservation
and inspire action towards creating a better
future for our planet. This runs on Saturday,

April 20, from 11:30 am. to 1 p.m. and is
open to the public at no cost. See “Things to
do” column for a list of activities.
skskok
Health Markets, the company that moved
into the empty credit union at Main and
Second streets in Belleville, is one of our
newest advertisers. Here is your opportunity
to get all the information you need on
insurance products to help cover all those
rising costs.
skskok
The BHS Bellevillans Robotics team
did great over the weekend and won the
District Championship. In the playoff round
they were runner-up and qualify to go to the
World Championship in Houston, Texas.
The problem is they are on a very tight
timeline to raise $2,000 for each participant
by Friday the 12th. There are GoFundMe’s
out there but if you can help, you could drop
off some cash by Friday at the BHS office.
This is really a big deal to the students, staff,
and volunteers who have worked so hard to
get the team to this point.
skskok
Do you have a business item you would
like to share? Call Janet Millard at (734)
699-9020 or write to her at jfayemillard@,
att.net .
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PIONEER LANDSCAPING IS
SEEKING NEW COMMERCIAL
AND RESIDENTIAL LAWN
CARE CONTRACTS FOR THE
2024 SEASON.

¢ Family Owned and Operated e 37t Year in Business
¢ Reputable, Professional & Local

Think of Pioneer for all your lawn care,
landscaping, and gardening needs!

45041 Ecorse Rd., Belleville, Ml 48111
(734) 699-9383 robert@pioneer-landscaping.com

AAIDNVWVE RTISIE

TMTCOIPDANAYY
Buy 3 Ads, Get 1 FREE"?

Call our Advertising Manager
Janet Millard Today! 734-699-9020

Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice

They’l:é feading the Independent |
Everywhere

Shelly, Seth and Jim Chudzinski of Belleville enjoyed their spring break in Hawaii
this year, reading the Independent. “We were happy to go and support the Lahaina
community which is still recovering from the devastating fire from last fall,” Shelly
said.

You, too, are invited to submit a photo of you reading the Independent in an exotic
location. Please include the name and address of the person you wish to get the free
subscription when it is printed. Include your phone number if you want us to let you
know just before goes in the paper. A person may use this offer to get a total of two
free subscriptions — and no more.

If you aren’t going to an exotic location, just send us $55 for postage to an address inside
Michigan or $60 out of state, and we’ll provide mail delivery of the Independent so you won’t
miss a single, exciting issue.

CHARTER TOWNSHIP
OF VAN BUREN
BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING
MINUTES - APRIL 2, 2024
Supervisor McNamara called the meeting to
order at 6:00 p.m. in the Board Room. Zoom
Meeting ID for public participation: 894
2765 4392. Present: Supervisor McNamara,
Treasurer Budd, Clerk Wright, Trustee
Boynton, Trustee Martin, and Trustee Kelley.
Absent/Excused: Trustee Frazier. Others
in attendance: Deputy Supervisor Selman,
Recording Assistant Beaudry, Director of
Community Services Renaud, Deputy Director
of Community Services Dohring, Police Chief
Wright, Director of Planning and Economic
Development Power, Director of Water and
Sewer Lawrence, Director of Public Services
Luckett, DDA Director Coburn, Director of
Parks Locke, Facilities Coordinator Harvey,
and an audience of five.
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF THE
AGENDA: Supervisor McNamara outlined the
items appearing on the agenda.
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA: Kelley
moved, Budd seconded to approve the agenda.
Motion Carried.
ADOPTION OF THE CONSENT AGENDA:
Boynton moved, Wright seconded to approve
the Consent Agenda: Board Meeting Minutes
of March 19, 2024, Prepaid List of March 21,
2024, Prepaid List of March 28, 2024, Voucher
List of April 2, 2024, and Approval of changes
to the Board of Zoning Appeals Rules and
Procedures including changes to Membership,
Administrative Duties, Meetings and Powers of
the BZA. Motion Carried.
PUBLIC HEARING: None
CORRESPONDENTCE/
ANNOUNCEMENTS/PRESENTATIONS:
The Board thanked the Van Buren Township
DDA for procuring a $110,000 grant for the
Township’s 911 Viper System; Clerk Wright
and Trustee Martin were presented with pins
commemorating their Veteran status and service
to our country; Clerk Wright was presented
with a pin commemorating the Vietnam Veteran

brother he lost; a proclamation recognizing the
54™ anniversary of Earth Day was presented;
and Treasurer Budd announced that Deputy
Treasurer Sean Bellingham was recertified as
a Certified Public Finance Administrator until
June of 2029.

PUBLIC COMMENT (Unfinished and New
Business): None.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None.

NEW BUSINESS:

Wright moved, Boynton seconded to approve an
agreement between Detroit Metro and Willow
Run Airport with Van Buren Township Public
Safety Answering Point (Dispatch) to receive
911 calls on behalf of the Wayne County Airport
Authority as a temporary remedy in the event of
an emergency. Motion Carried.

Boynton moved, Kelley seconded to approve
the selection of Davenport Brothers for the
construction of Iron Belle Trail Sections J and K
for $694,875 in addition to a 10% contingency
for a total of $764,362.50. Motion Carried.
Kelley moved, Budd seconded to approve the
agreement between Van Buren Township and
Wayne County Land Bank to accept a grant for
environmental assessment and demolition at
6530 Denton Road. Motion Carried.
REPORTS: None.

PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA
ITEMS: A resident came on behalf of Dr.
Jasmin Stephens and I.M.A.G.E Counseling
Services to announce a Wellness Day at the Ford
Performing Arts Center in Dearborn on May
24" which is an event that will bring awareness
to mental health issues. They asked that the
Township partner with their organization to
assist in spreading the word and invited all
Township residents to attend.

BOARD COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA
ITEMS: None.

ADJOURNMENT: Boynton moved; Budd
seconded to adjourn the meeting at 6:29 p.m.
Motion Carried.

Leon Wright, Township Clerk

Kevin McNamara, Supervisor

Published: April 11, 2024
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Dudek Heating & Cooling

Service and Installation LLC

Licensed and Insured - Free Estimates * Furnaces - Boilers
Air Conditioning - Duct Work - Humidifiers - Water Heaters
Generators - Electrical - Plumbing

e R - marner Office: (734) 461-6165

11681 Rawsonville
Belleville, MI 48111 Cell: (734) 730-9733

City of Belleville Public Notice

Notice of Availability of
Draft Plan for Public Review

The City of Belleville has prepared a draft Parks and Recreation Master
Plan to guide the future development of parks and recreation in the City
of Belleville.

The public is welcome to view a copy of the draft plan for review and
comments. The plan is available for consultation at the City Offices,
6 Main Street, and on the city’s website, www.bellevilleonthelake.com

The city will accept any comments on the plan until May 1, 2024.

Please direct your comments to Jason Smith, City Manager, by e-mail to:
jsmith@belleville.mi.us; in person or by mail at: Belleville City Offices,
ATTN: Jason Smith, 6 Main Street, Belleville, M1 48111

Publish: April 4, 2024, April 11, 2024

Burcroff

(continued from page 13)

“The citizens of Michigan demand and
deserve utmost trust and integrity in our
campaign finance system,” said Special
Agent in Charge Cheyvoryea Gibson of
the FBI in Michigan. “The former Mayor’s
actions severely undermined the confidence
of those who bestowed trust and faith in him
and his office. The FBI and law enforcement
partners are fully dedicated to fighting public
corruption by investigating and exposing
corrupt officials whose greed erodes the
public’s trust in the government. We will not
tolerate misconduct and will do everything
we can to ensure justice is served.”

The investigation of this case was conducted
by the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s
Detroit Area Corruption Task Force. The
case was prosecuted by Assistant U.S.
Attorney Eaton P. Brown.

“The residents of Romulus, Michigan,
put their trust in defendant LeRoy Burcroff.
Those who supported the defendant with
their wallet and their vote likely never
expected this aspiring politician to spend
their hard-earned money on a family
wedding, a Florida vacation with friends
or a yacht club membership,” Assistant
U.S. Attorney Brown wrote in a sentencing
memo that urged the judge to lock Burcroff
up.

“Sadly, over a period of over four years,
the defendant made a mockery of the city’s
slogan ©’ the ‘Home of Opportunity’ — by
stealing thousands of dollars in campaign

City of Belleville Public Notice

City of Belleville
PUBLIC NOTICE

697-9323 ext. 7010 or 7006.

Briana Hootman,
City Clerk/Treasurer

SEEKING RESIDENTS TO SERVE ON
CHARTER REVISION COMMISSION

The City of Belleville is seeking nine (9) individuals to serve on a Charter Revision
Commission for the purpose of revising the City Charter. Commission Members
must be a resident of the city, and at least 18 years of age.

Those interested in serving on the commission will need to file an Affidavit of
Identity and Nominating Petition with the City Clerk in order to be placed on the
ballot for the August 2024 Election. Petitions must be signed by not less than
twenty (20) nor more than forty (40) valid registered voters of the City to qualify.

These documents may be obtained at the City Clerk’s office located at the Belleville
Municipal Building, 6 Main St. Both documents must be completed and submitted
to the Clerk’s office no later than April 23, 2024 at 4:00 p.m.

Please contact the City Clerk or City Manager’s offices with any questions (734)

Publish: March 21, 2024, March 28, 2024, April 4, 2024, April 11, 2024, April 18, 2024
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donations to enhance his lifestyle.”

Brown added: “The defendants deceit
and dishonesty must be punished.” Federal
prosecutors had requested that Burcroff be
locked up for 14 months.

In November 2023, a new law took effect
allowing for areduction in federal sentencing
guidelines for first-time offenders, like
Burcroff, with no criminal history.

It allowed his sentencing guidelines to drop
from 8 to 14 months in prison to just 4 to 10
months behind bars. But he was sentenced
to no time behind bars.

Burcroff spoke for 10 minutes before Judge
Hood pronounced her sentence. He said, “I
let down my God, let down my family and
the city that I love,” he said. He quoted a
Bible verse and told the judge, “Your honor,
I’m sorry. I sinned. I believe in redemption.
I believe in redemption of sinners.”

In 2020, after WXYZ broke details about
Burcroff’s campaign scheme, Burcroft
reimbursed his campaign $35,000.

WB 1-94 lane closures
start April 9 from
Haggerty to Belleville

Beginning April 9, the Michigan Department
of Transportation (MDOT) will make
pavement repairs on westbound [-94 between
Haggerty and Belleville roads.

According to a MDOT press release, crews
will close the outside lane of westbound 1-94
April 9-12, weather permitting. During this
time, pavement repairs will be completed on
the connected and autonomous vehicle (CAV)-
equipped lane.

Beginning 9 p.m. Friday, April 12, through
noon Sunday, April 14, crews will perform
concrete pavement repairs on the middle and
right lanes of westbound 1-94. During this
work, westbound 1-94 will be reduced to one
lane between Haggerty and Belleville roads.

Access to the Belleville Rest Area will remain
open. The Belleville Road exit and entrance
ramps also will remain open. Work will be
staggered to ensure traffic is maintained with
at least one lane open, the press release said.

BONEGUTTERS

TREE EXPERTS, LLC

STORM DAMAGE &
FALL DISCOUNTS!

50% DISCOUNT IF YOU KEEP WOOD,/BRUSH!

 Storm Clean Up [KEITT)

SERVICE B
PROFESSIONALS

* Free Estimates
* Tree Topping & Trimming
* Tree & Shrub Removal

* Stump Removal * Bucket Service
Insured & Senior Discounts

<—<(734) 431-4202
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Van Buren Township
Police Dispatch Log

There were 306 dispatch calls reported by Van Buren
Township police last week including the following.
Sunday, March 31:
0100 — welfare check, Westlake Cir.
0110 — disorderly, Belleville Rd.
0117 — welfare check, Denton Rd.
0125 — private property/property damage accident,
S. Ponderosa Trl.
0130 — noise complaint, Denton Rd.
0234 — civil matter, N. I-94 Service Dr.
0322 — welfare check, Haggerty
XXxxx — repossession, E. Cherry
0832 — threat, Belle Pointe Dr.
1056 — property damage accident, Victoria St.
1251 — sexual assault, Bemis Rd.
1257 — missing person, WB 1-94/rest area
1327 — harassment call, N. I-94 Service Dr.
1455 — found property/child, S. I-94 Service Dr.
1507 — property damage accident, Belleville Rd. /
N. I-94 Service Dr.
1524 — intrusion alarm, Belleville Rd.
1619 — property damage accident, Savage Rd. /
Country Walk Blvd.
1646 — civil matter, Edwards Rd.
1708 — harassment call, Sylvia Dr.
1730 — retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
1837 — welfare check, Rawsonville Rd.
2015 — domestic, Vernon St.
2053 — welfare check, Victoria St.
2119 — assist fire dept., E. Huron River Dr. /
Haggerty Rd.
2124 — retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
2147 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Ormond Dr.
2234 — welfare check, Greenbriar Dr.
2250 — retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
Monday, April 1:
0115 — assist fire dept., Vine St.
0729 — vehicle lockout, Tallgrass Ct.
XXXX — issue gun permit, Harmony Ln.
0938 — intrusion alarm, Haggerty Rd.
1211 — prisoner transport, 34" District Court
1107 — malicious destruction of property,
Rawsonville Rd.
1141 — private property/property damage accident,
Belleville Rd.
xxxx — civil matter, Tyler Rd.
1446 — private property/property damage accident,
Belleville Rd.
xxxx — domestic, Red Oak Dr.
1709 — welfare check, S. I-94 Service Dr.
1905 — welfare check, N. I-94 Service Dr.
1843 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, N.
Woodbury Green
1854 — vehicle lockout, Belleville Rd.
2017 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Belleville Rd.
2048 — property damage accident, Belleville Rd. /
S.1-94 Service Dr.
2121 — property damage accident, E. I-94/Haggerty
2153 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Country Ln.
2224 — welfare check, Colonia Rd.
Tuesday, April 2:
0003 — family trouble, Beacon Trl.
0131 — missing person, Parkwood Dr.
0934 — private property/property damage accident,
Belleville Rd.
0937 — property damage accident, Ecorse Rd. /
Visteon Way
1035 — parking complaint, Pond Ridge Dr.
1114 — property damage accident, E. Huron River
Dr. / Martinsville Rd.
1114 — intrusion alarm, Berkdale Dr.
XXXX — repossession, Samuel Barton Dr.
1200 — ordinance violation — all 7300 MICR codes,
S.1-94 Service Dr.
1206 — holdup alarm, Lake Villa Dr.
1231 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Kirkridge Park Dr.
xxxx — 911 welfare check, Belleville Rd.
1321 — malicious destruction of property, Colony
Ln.
1404 — animal complaint, Edwards Rd.
1427 — vehicle lockout, Belleville Rd.
1456 — property damage accident, Hannan Rd. / S.
[-94 Service Dr.
1514 — fight, Belleville Rd.

xxxX — animal complaint, S.1-94 Service Dr.
1550 — threat, Cranberry
1636 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Morton Taylor Rd./Van Born Rd.
1635 — welfare check, Colonia Rd.
Xxxx — intrusion alarm, Coca-Cola Dr.
1813 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, N.
1-94 Service Dr.
xxxx — suicidal person, Wildbrook Dr.
1850 — welfare check, Belleville Rd.
1907 — disorderly, Rawsonville Rd.
1909 — private property/property damage accident,
Ecorse Rd.
1932 — welfare check, S. I-94 Service Dr.
2017 — threat, McBride Ave.
2028 — missing person, Quirk Rd.
2101 - civil matter, Chandler
2122 — threat, Colonial Rd.
2252 — motorist assist, Tyler Rd./Haggerty Rd.
2259 — assist other dept., Rawsonville Rd./W. Huron
River Dr.
2311 - 911 welfare check, Walden Blvd.
Wednesday, April 3:
0317 — assist fire dept., Greenwood Dr.
0406 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Pond Bluff Dr.
0927 — follow up by officer, Quirk Rd.
0943 — intrusion alarm, Van Born Rd.
0948 — civil matter, Meadows Cir.
1001 — disorderly, Quirk Rd.
1053 — malicious destruction of property, Parkwood
Dr.
1204 — civil matter, Edwards Rd.
1228 — 911 welfare check, Walden Blvd.
1237 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, N.
1-94 Service Dr.
1255 — juvenile complaint, Quirk Rd.
XXXX — intrusion alarm, Harbour Pointe Ct.
1338 — threat, Belleville Rd.
1342 — misc. complaint, Tavistock Dr.
1415 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Hanover Dr.
1556 — retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
1635 — fraud, Denton Rd.
1702 — intrusion alarm, Ecorse Rd.
1713 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, S.
1-94 Service Dr.
1733 — road hazard, Michigan Ave./Denton Rd.
1746 — vehicle lock out, Van Born Rd./Haggerty
1839 — welfare check, Victoria St.
1807 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Colonial Rd./Chester Ct.
1919 — intrusion alarm, Belleville Rd.
1927 — welfare check, Ash Dr.
1943 — civil matter, Rawsonville Rd.
1948 — motorist assist, N. I-94 Service Dr. /
Rawsonville Rd.
2021 — threat, Paloma Dr.
2019 — animal complaint, Cranberry Dr./Ivy Dr.
2027 — welfare check, N. I-94 Service Dr.
2215 — family trouble, Victoria St.
2237 — civil matter, Edwards Rd.
2330 — domestic, Edward Rd.
2342 — 911 welfare check, Crowley Ave.
Thursday, April 4:
0134 — intrusion alarm, Rawsonville Rd.
0645 — assist fire dept., Dover Ct.
0909 — road hazard, Tyler Rd./Morton Taylor Rd.
0938 — civil matter, Ecorse Rd.
xxxx — family trouble, Edwards Rd.
1101 — disorderly, Belleville Rd.
1128 — fraud, Burtrig St.
1256 — larceny, N. I-94 Service Dr.
1336 — juvenile complaint, Haggerty Rd.
1337 — ordinance violation — all 7300 MICR codes,
Haggerty Rd.
1423 — domestic, Ecorse Rd.
xxxx — domestic, Ecorse Rd.
XXXX — issue gun permit, Tyler Rd.
1436 — weapons violation, Belleville Rd.
1500 — fraud, Water’s Edge Ln.
1538 — larceny, N. I-94 Service Dr.
1602 — animal complaint, Holly Ln.
1625 — fraud, Robson Rd.
1822 — vehicle lockout, Bemis Rd.
1909 — family trouble, Parkwood Dr.
1918 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, N.
1-94 Service Dr.
2005 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,

Belleville Rd.

2036 — welfare check, S. I-94 Service Dr.
2057 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, S.

1-94 Service Dr.

2150 — assist citizen, N. I-94 Service Dr.
Friday, April 5:
0013 — assist fire dept., Outer Dr.
0107 — noise complaint, Filmore St.
0242 — intrusion alarm, Van Born Rd.
0417 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Parkwood
0634 — threat, Denton Rd.
1043 — welfare check, Holly Ln.
XXxXX — repossession, Kirkridge Park Dr.
1249 — property damage accident, Ecorse/Edwards
XXXX — issue gun permit, Tyler Rd.
1459 - leaving the scene of a property damage
accident, Ecorse Rd./Denton Rd.
1519 — welfare check, Wildbrook Dr.
1536 — welfare check, Lauren Ct.
1641 — missing person, Quirk Rd.
1645 — animal complaint, Ecorse Rd.
1658 — 911 welfare check, N. I-94 Service Dr.
1847 — welfare check, Edwards Rd.
1839 — threat, Belleville Rd./Tyler Rd.
1911 — welfare check, Truman
2119 —road hazard, Van Born/Haggerty
2127 — domestic, W. Huron River Dr.
2220 — noise complaint, maple Dr.
2225 - 911 welfare check
2248 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, E.
1-94/Belleville Rd.
Saturday, April 6:
XXXX — issue gun permit, Robson Rd.
xxxx — 911 welfare check, Parkwood Dr.
0805 — trespassing, N. 1-94 Service Dr.
0904 — civil matter, Brandi Dr.
0905 — sex offender registration, Truman
0941 — domestic, S. I-94 Service Dr.
0953 — warrant arrest, Romulus PD
1115 — private property impound, Industrial
1123 — intrusion alarm, Elwell Rd.
1255 — motorist assist, S. I-94 Service Dr.
1313 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, S.
Ponderosa Trl.
1334 — private property/property damage accident,
Belleville Rd.
1401 — domestic, Bayshore Dr.
1407 — property damage accident, Belleville Rd. /
Robson Rd.
1442 — larceny from auto, Oak Ln.
1554 — warrant arrest, Detroit Detention
1556 — animal complaint, Borgman Ave.
1627 — mental subject, Harbour Pointe Ct.
1723 — intrusion alarm, Coca-Cola Dr.
1811 — animal complaint, Huron River Dr.
1839 — missing person, Quirk Rd.
1934 — traffic offense, Belleville Rd.
1958 — retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
2044 — missing person, Quirk Rd.
2038 — intrusion alarm, Revere Dr.
2100 — family trouble, Fret Rd.
2126 — motorist assist, Belleville Rd. / N. 1-94
Service Dr.
2156 — domestic, Denton Rd.
2236 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Belmont Dr.
Also, on this week’s log are 110 traffic stops, 14 of
which were on the 1-94 and 1-275 freeways.

Belleville Police
Dispatch Log

Sunday, March 31:
0301 — property check, Main St.
0329 — property check, Main St.
0329 — property check, Main St.
0331 — property check, Main St.
0334 — property check, High St.
0336 — property check, Fifth St.
0337 — property check, Main St.
0346 — property check, High St.
0837 — property check, W. Columbia Ave.
0911 — property check, Loza Ln.
0926 — property check, S. Edgemont Ave.
0953 — ordinance violation — all 7300 MICR codes,
W. Wabash Ave.
1009 — property check, Owen St.
1023 — animal complaint. S. Edgemont Ave.
1316 — property check, W. Davis St.
1335 — property check, Sumpter Rd.
1524 — property check, E. Columbia Ave.
1532 — property check, Village Park
1539 — property check, Victoria Commons
2158 — motorist assist, Sumpter Rd./Belle Villa

Belleville Area Independent/April 11, 2024

Monday, April 1:
0013 — intrusion alarm, High St.
0045 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
High St.
0500 — property check, Main St.
0514 — property check, Main St.
1028 — misc. complaint, Main St.
1033 — traffic stop, Belleville Rd./Quirk Rd.
1049 — property check, Davis Additions Subdivision
1141 — animal complaint, Owen St.
1316 — assault & batter, W. Columbia Ave.
1519 — abandoned auto, North Biggs
1741 — traffic stop, Main St./N. Liberty St.
Tuesday, April 2:
0001 — welfare check, Main St.
0814 — misc. complaint, San Carlos St.
0832 — property check, Harbour Pointe Sub.
0847 — traffic stop, Belleville Rd./Quirk Rd.
0923 — traffic stop, High St./Main St.
1002 — follow up by officer, W. Columbia Ave.
1059 — mental subject, San Carlos St.
1347 — traffic stop, South St.
1433 — 911 welfare check, Owen St.
Wednesday, April 3:
0345 — traffic stop, Sumpter Rd./Belle Villa Blvd.
1341 — traffic stop, E. Huron River Dr./N. Biggs
1400 — traffic stop, N. Biggs/E. Huron River Dr.
1600 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
South St.
2100 — traffic stop, E. Columbia Ave./Madelon St.
2154 — traffic stop, Main St./E. Huron River Dr.
2207 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Savage Rd.
2359 — intrusion alarm, E. Huron River Dr.
Thursday, April 4:
0304 — vehicle lockout, Loza Ln.
0812 — traffic stop, W. Columbia Ave./Church St.
0819 — traffic stop, W. Columbia Ave.
1238 — juvenile complaint, Owen St.
1540 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Main St. / Fifth St.
2134 — traffic stop, Main St./N. Liberty St.
2218 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, W.
Columbia Ave.
2233 — traffic stop, E. Columbia Ave./Madelon St.
Friday, April 5:
0131 — mental subject, Astor Blvd.
XXXX — repossession, Carmell St.
0817 — traffic stop, Belleville Rd./Quirk Rd.
0838 — traffic stop, E. Wabash Ave./South St.
0855 — traffic stop, Main St./Roys St.
0905 — traffic stop, Main St./Third St.
0916 — traffic stop, Main St./Third St.
0928 — traffic stop, Savage Rd./Victorian Ln.
0935 — traffic stop, E. Columbia Ave./S. Liberty
1219 — property check, Tuscan Manor Apartments
1304 — traffic stop, Madelon St./E. Huron River
1506 — parking complaint, Thornhill Ct.
1519 — parking complaint, Victorian Ln.
1630 — trespassing, Loza Ln.
1651 — property damage accident, Main St.
2010 — traffic stop, High St./Church St.
2119 — traffic offense, Main St.
2228 — juvenile complaint, E. Columbia Ave.
Saturday, April 6:
0021 — assist other dept. — Astor PI.
0721 — noise complaint, N. Liberty St.
1041 — traffic stop, W. Columbia Ave./South St.
1104 — traffic stop, W. Columbia Ave./Church St.
1118 — traffic stop, W. Columbia Ave.
1132 — property check, Tuscan Manor Apartments
1239 — traffic stop, E. Columbia Ave.
1420 — property check, High St.
1429 — traffic stop, Main St.
1541 — 911 welfare check, W. Columbia Ave.
1748 — traffic stop, E. Columbia Ave./Savage Rd.
1814 — vehicle lockout, S. Aberdeen Ct.
1836 — traffic stop, W. Columbia Ave.
1843 — animal complaint, Loza Ln.
2309 — unauthorized driving away of auto, W.
Columbia Ave.
There are 30 traffic stops on this week’s log, along
with 24 property checks.

Sumpter Township
Police Dispatch Log

Sunday, March 31:
0031 — fire dept. assist, 47000 bl. Wear Rd.
0348 — fire dept. assist, 22000 bl. Bohn Rd.
(Continued on page 19)
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SHARE YOUR TRI-COMMUNITY HISTORY

Do you or someone you know have a connection to the history of the

tri-community? Help us preserve stories worth sharing from Belleville,

Van Buren Charter Township, and Sumpter Township at the Belleville

Area Museum. Our aim is to document and showcase the memories
and experiences of our residents that tie back to our history.

Email us at bam@vanburen-mi.org
orcall (734) 697-1944

BELLEVILLE AREA

MUSEUM

IS YOUR BUSINESS
A TARGET
o BURGLARS P

7:34-69/7-2888

Get SERIOUS about your Security!
WE CAN PROVIDE A REAL SOLUTION
for BOTH your Business & Home...

* Remote Control-View-Playback
* Email / Smartphone Alerts

PC / Mac Support

* No monthly fees

Includes:

Actual hardware may vary.

$1500

¢ Installation
* 4) HD Cameras (bullet or dome)
* 19" Monitor
« DVR (2TB)

innovative

COMPUTERS

Full-Service IT * Networks ¢ Cameras

Sumpter Township
Police Dispatch Log

(continued from page 18)

0804 — fire dept. assist, New Mexico St.
1240 — civil matter, Birch Dr.
1314 — harassment complaint, Mulberry Dr.
1340 — fire dept. assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
1416 — civil matter, Mulberry Dr.
1753 — shots fired, 21000 bl. Wilmot Rd.
1756 — civil matter, 47000 bl. Willow Rd.
1928 — animal complaint, Rustic Ln.
2011 — family trouble, 47000 bl. Willow Rd.
2018 — suspicious person, 20000 bl. Martinsville
2256 — 911 hangup, 47000 bl. Willow Rd.
Monday, April 1:
0357 — fire dept. assist, 44000 bl. Bemis Rd.
0850 — 911 hangup, 48000 bl. Wear Rd.
0942 — animal complaint, 40000 bl. Willis Rd.
1241 — malicious destruction of property, Delaware
St.
1509 — civil matter, 49000 bl. Willis Rd.
1628 — fire dept. assist, 47000 bl. Wear Rd.
1824 — shots fired, 10000 bl. Rawsonville Rd.
1937 — family trouble, 47000 bl. Willow Rd.
2118 — noise complaint, 18000 bl. Elwell Rd.
2252 — welfare check, 47000 bl. Willow Rd.
2333 — fire dept. assist, Brookview Dr.
Tuesday, April 2:
0018 — welfare check, 17000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
0909 — damage to property, Texas St.
0953 — traffic complaint/hazard, 19000 bl. Crandell
1314 — follow-up investigation, Birch Dr.
1350 — fire dept. assist, 45000 bl. Bontekoe Ave.
1418 — fraud complaint, 41000 bl. Willow Rd.
1614 — suspicious circumstance, 44000 bl. Paris
1821 — suspicious circumstance, Wayside Dr.
2044 - 911 hangup, 18000 bl. Martinsville Rd.
2102 — family trouble, Oregon St.
2246 — family trouble, Colorado St.
2325 — suspicious circumstance, Creekside Dr.
2339 — 911 hangup, 29000 bl. Martinsville Rd.
‘Wednesday, April 3:
0817 — fire dept. assist, 20000 bl. Karr Rd.
0939 — family trouble, 44000 bl. Clay Rd.
1317 — follow-up investigation, 44000 bl. Clay Rd.
1344 — 911 hangup, 24000 bl. Sherwood Rd.
1346 — animal complaint, 48000 bl. Wear Rd.
1358 — fire dept. assist, Rustic Ln.
1443 — welfare check, 45000 bl. Harris Rd.
1731 — L3504-detail-SU, 47000 bl. Bemis Rd.
1818 — family trouble, Birch Dr.
1853 — 911 hangup, Timberlane Dr.
1905 — welfare check, Second St.
1905 — follow up investigation, 23000 bl. Sumpter
2044 — family trouble, Rustic Ln.
2051 — follow-up investigation, 23000 bl. Sumpter
2344 — welfare check, Virginia St.
Thursday, April 4:
0627 — unauthorized driving away of auto, Magnolia
Dr.
1711 — family trouble, New Mexico St.
1903 — citizen assist, Delaware St.
2045 — 911 hangup, Arizona St.
2106 — civil matter, New Mexico St.
2129 — larceny, Mulberry Dr.
2259 — suspicious circumstance, Idaho St.
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Friday, April 5:

0109 — fire dept. assist, New Mexico St.

0239 — suspicious circumstance, California St.

1030 — fire dept. assist, 18000 bl. Martinsville Rd.

1040 — welfare check, New Mexico St.

1237 — follow-up investigation, New Mexico St.

1241 — fire dept. assist, Utah Ct.

1350 — assist other agency, 27000 bl. Haggerty Rd.

1501 — suspicious circumstance, 20000 bl. Griffin
Ct.

1502 — follow-up investigation, New Mexico St.

1839 — alarm, 11000 bl. Rawsonville Rd.

1913 — mental health call, 8700 Meadow Springs

2057 — suspicious person, 19000 bl. Crandell Ave.

2134 — citizen assist, 47000 bl. Willow Rd.

2357 — suspicious circumstance, 23000 bl. Sumpter
Rd.
Saturday, April 6:

0045 — operating while intoxicated arrest, Willow
Rd./ Clark Rd.

0047 — neighbor dispute, 47000 bl. Willow Rd.

0129 — family trouble, 47000 bl. Willow Rd.

0511 — mental health call, Wayside Dr.

0545 — fire dept. assist, 48000 bl. Bemis Rd.

0744 — follow-up investigation, Wayside Dr.

0920 - fire dept. assist, 27000 bl. Sumpter Rd.

0958 — fire dept. assist, 20000 bl. Wilmot Rd.

1021 — suspicious circumstance, 47000 bl. Willow

1056 — noise complaint, 44000 bl. Willis Rd.

1101 — family trouble, 42000 bl. Willis Rd.

1309 — civil matter, Birch Dr.

1328 — suspicious vehicle, Sherwood Rd./Arkona

1537 — felony warrant arrest, 44000 bl. Willis Rd.

1557 — welfare check, New Mexico St.

1725 — welfare check, Texas St.

1751 — fire dept. assist, 19000 bl. Haggerty Rd.

1900 — felony warrant arrest, Willow Rd./Elwell

2025 — suspicious vehicle, 44000 bl. Willis Rd.
Also, on this week’s log are 225 patrol checks, 59
traffic stops, and eight misc. details.

April 2 -- Millie Baker
April 13 -- Ken Voigt
April 15 -- Thelma Griffin, Sharon Smith

Do you have a birthday soon? Does
someone you know have a birthday? Let us
know and we will print the name as soon as
possible. For more information, call (734)
699-9020.

“Serving the Belleville and Van Buren community for
over 20 years with quality and caring service.”

CROWNS « ROOT CANALS « EXTRACTIONS < FILLINGS
WHITENING » BONDING « DENTURES (SOFT & FLEXIBLE)

HEALTHY KIDS DENTAL

Quality Dentures at
Affordable Prices!
SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

Accepting Blue Cross Complete,
Molina, Wellcare, Meridian &
Medicaid!

SAME DAY DENTURE REPAIRS 734-697-5477

Immediate Dentures and
Flippers Available.

781 Sumpter Rd. Belleville

(IN BELLE PLAZA)

Fom
2 A veteran-owned company, supporting Michigan businesses since 1995.
Serving Metro Detroit to Lansing * InnovativeComputers.net

! « | NEW PATIENT s
iﬂﬂMP[if[ﬂg[[LIy{gN[ or PARTIAL 3549M % SPECIAL & 349% i
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Our Office has Over 221Years of Real
Estate Experience. Qur Knowledge

> RE/MAX GLENN SILvENIS fifiins s

CR(‘)‘ISSSI\ES?U']G:)HS m °MrSOld‘ com Prior #1,#2 and #3 RI?/MAX
Belleville, Michigan 48111 SELL PHONE (734) 740-3000 Agent Southfastern Mlc?ngan
Office (73 4) 699-4000 Mayor City of Belleville

email: mrsold@mrsold.com
website: mrsold.com 1987-1995

WE DON’T CHARGE WHAT THE OTHER BROKERS CHARGE - NO DOCUMENT STORAGE FEES NO COMPLIANCE FEE
=5 i Z =, 7 = | .. '_l =y .. ¥ 7 o

-
18275 HARMAN., MELVINDALE

48295 BAYSHORE, VAN BUREN TWP 20330 MARTINSVILLE, SUMPTER TWP 1755 RA.WSONVILLE, SUMPTER.TWP

BELLEVILLE LAKE $$$8$ in Improvements. 2 Bedrooms,
2 1/2 Baths, Smart Designed Kitchen with Cabinets and
Granite, Fireplace,Hardwood,Covered Patio $299,900

COMING SOON -4 Bedroom 2 Full & 2 Half Bath 2,900
sq ft home Attached indoor Greenhouse plus walkout to
Deck & Pool. 4 Car Garage plus Barn. 16 Acres  $469,500

OPEN HOUSE SATURDAY
APRIL 13th FROM 12-2

45716 VICTORIA, SUMPTER TWP

49241 BEMIS, SUMPTER TWP

BEAUTIFUL VINYL SIDED COUNTRY RANCH Fea- | Country Ranch with Newer Roof and Furnace. Featuring 3
turing 3 bedrooms, 1 large bath, open kitchen, new furnace, | Bedrooms, 2 1/2 Baths, Big Family Room with Custom
roofis 3 years old, built 1996. It’s a real clean dream. $195.000 | Fireplace, Large Living Room on .96 Acres $275,000

Spacious and Updated 4 bedroom Cape Cod on Paved Street
with 3.4 Acres. Newer 95% Furnace and Central Air, Fenced
Yard + Huge 54x40 Pole Barn set up for farming. $475,000

e —

25891 SUI;’IPTER RD, SUMPTER TWP

ESTABLISHED AUTO SERVICE CENTER. Great Busi-
ness with Opportunities. Big Building, No Competition. Do
not go to property unless you have an appointment. $395,000

STORYBOOK LOOK! Beautiful 3 Bedroom home with
Hardwood floors everywhere, Updated Bath, Full Basement,

4 Seasons room, Large Yard and big Garage. $164,900

209 MAIN STREET, BELLEVILLE

HUGE AND WELL MAINTAINED 7,000+ Square Foot
Building on High Traffic Main Street. Large Rooms, Fin-
ished Basement and 6 plus Car Garage. $749,000 or Lease

BELLEVILLE 3 RESIDENTIAL LOTS ONE | GRANT & WAHRMAN 4 ACRES LTIND BY |WILLIS RD 1 AC SEWER & WATER $60.000
PRICE. TOTALING .41 ACRES WITH CITY | METRO AIRPORT $250.000 HURON TWP VAC CLARK 74 AC $29.500
WATER AND SEWER AT STREET ACROSS | SUMPTER RD EXETER " SOLD ' $80,000 [HURON TWP VAC ASH .87 ACRES $29.900
FROM BELLEVILLE LAKE NOW $49.000 (yACANT JUDD SUMPTER 2.1 AC_$39.500 |WILLIS & MARTINSVILLE [.64AC _$65.000
3ACRES - COMMERCIAL CORNER AT |VACANTJUDD 8.7 AC.PAVED RD $75,000| 20728 GRIFFIN SUMPTER 1 ACRE $45.000
SUMPTER AND WILLOW NOW $150,000 |HAGGERTY 1.5 AC VAN BUREN _ $70,000 ' 50540 BOG RD ONE HALF ACRE  $55,000

7 PARCELS ON THE CORNER OF BEMIS | 6551 BUNTON, “'§ 57 ' TI TWP 427 X 1019
AND MARTINSVILLE. PRICED $40,000 and | 10 ACRES PAVED SikerT NOW $200,000
$50,000 BUILDER SPECIAL for 3 LOTS 19+ ACRES BREST RD, TAYLOR RESIDEN-
SUMPTER TWP SOLD 17+AC_ $199,500 | TIAL DEVELOPMENT PROPERTY - PAVED
BROWNSTOWN 27102 DEBIASI $85,000 | STREET NEAR INKSTER ROAD. _ $550,000

VACANT MARIO ANN ROMULUS $33,000' VACANT LOUISA “DREAM LOT”  $55,000

CALL: (734) 697-9161 WELCOME,
0B Ee LA R e JALEN ANKTON!

WHERE FORD MEETS FAMILY



