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The Denton Road bridge
has been closed by
Wayne County for

508 days as of today.

Independent photo by Rosemary K. Otzman
Karen G. Moore, executive director of Sanctum House, right, and Irene Faziani, a 
former human trafficking victim who now works full time for Sanctum House, presented 
information on human trafficking at the Feb. 13 meeting of the Belleville Rotary Club.

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   Karen G. Moore, who runs Sanctum 
House, and Irene Faziani, a former human 
trafficking victim who works at Sanctum 
House, gave a Feb. 13 presentation on 
human trafficking in this community at the 
regular meeting of the Belleville Rotary 
Club.
   Members from Rotary Clubs in Wayne, 
Romulus, and New Boston also attended 
the presentation to bring information back 
to their clubs.
   Moore, a former global executive at Ford 
Motor Company, is executive director of 
Sanctum House, and is certified by the U.S. 
government to train people in trafficking 
information.
   “Irene is one of our heroes,” Moore said, 
adding that Faziani graduated from the 
program a year ago and now is full-time 
staff.
   She said all the Sanctum House business 
cards give the address on Haggerty Road 
in Novi, but it’s not really there. That is a 
place you can send mail to Sanctum House. 
Moore said she lives within walking 
distance and picks up the mail.
   Sanctum House actually is in a house with 

Rotary Club brings information on local human trafficking

12 rooms on 10 acres in another, protected 
location in the Oakland County area. They 
are buying another house on two and a half 
acres with HUD funds.
   Moore presented a brief film clip that 
showed the basics of human trafficking 

that includes people you wouldn’t think 
would be victims – nurses and attorneys – 
with no race or gender left out.
   Some victims say they were robbed of 
their childhoods because their mothers and 
fathers trafficked them.

   “They come in hating themselves,” 
Moore said of the victims, adding they get 
trauma therapists and the treatments are 
immersive. She said it gives them their 
dignity back, their hope back.
   She said it is a long-term program and 
women come for two to two-and-a-half 
years. Moore said there are two kinds of 
human traffickings: un-paid laboring in 
the fields or domestic service and sexual 
exploitation. Sexual exploitation includes 
not only women but girls and boys, where 
they are sold to be raped and exploited and 
the trafficker keeps all the money.
   Moore said this is the sixth anniversary 
of Sanctum House and it has serviced more 
than 150 women, ages 18 to 62. Some 
come food-insecure and from living in 
poverty areas, she said.
   She said the face of human trafficking 
is vulnerability and it’s common to start at 
a young age, including foster care, where 
intrinsic needs are not met.
    “Human trafficking is the fastest, 
illegal network in the world,” Moore said. 
With drug trafficking, you only sell the 
drugs once, but a boy or girl is a renewal 
commodity that you can sell several times 

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   Belleville Area District Library Board 
member John Juriga advised the board that 
he had asked the Belleville City Council 
to contact WDIV-TV to see if its weather 
camera could be put on the library roof 
instead of on the city hall antenna, as 
proposed.
   He said the city is considering tearing 
down city hall and the television channel 
may reconsider where the camera is placed 
to show scenes in the Belleville area.
   At the library board’s regular meeting 
on Feb. 13, Juriga said city manager Jason 
Smith told him he would call WDIV to 

District Library to formally consider TV camera on the roof
suggest the idea. Juriga offered to make 
a motion to put the camera on the library 
roof.
   Board president Sharon Peters said it 
was too soon for official action and there 
were lots of things to consider before a 
decision is made. There would have to be 
no liability to the library, she said.
   President Peters said library director 
Mary Jo Suchy should listen to all the 
information and then she should make the 
decision.
   “It would have to be done a certain way,” 
Director Suchy said, noting she would look 
into it.
   Board member Joy Cichewicz said there 

could be privacy concerns by the library’s 
neighbors.
   Juriga said at the city meeting someone 
was concerned about the bee hives on the 
roof, but he thinks the camera could be put 
on another part of the roof, facing the lake.
   It was noted the architect would have 
to be consulted on whether the roof could 
hold a camera and they needed to look 
into whether camera technicians would be 
bothered by the bees.
   Peters advised Juriga, “This is formally 
on our plate. This is formally before us.”
   In other business at the Feb. 13 meeting, 
the board:
   • Heard president Peters say that she 

attended the recent Friends of the Library 
annual meeting, which wasn’t very well 
attended, and then the Friends’ monthly 
business meeting. She said the library 
donors all got lifetime memberships in 
the Friends. She said she has suggested 
an event with the Friends, possibly in 
late September when other events aren’t 
planned, to encourage membership and 
enhance involvement. Linda Priest said 
the marketing committee could have an 
exploratory meeting on the subject;
   • Heard Suchy say that she talked with Art 
Committee chairperson Michele Montour 
and the Art Committee needs a policy 
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Amenities 
• 100% Smoke free campus 
• Individual heating & cooling 
• Emergency in-unit pull cords 

•      Subsidized rent 
•      On-site laundry 
•      Transportation available 

 

    www.csi.coop         (800) 593-3052            TDD (800) 348-7011 

575 Sumpter Rd, Belleville 
 

For more information call: 
734-699-8676 

M-W-F    9am-Noon 

Affordable Rental Communities for Seniors  

BELLEVILLE CO-OP 
For over 75 years as a mission-driven non-profit, we exist solely to provide  

the highest quality, affordable housing communities possible for seniors. 

10200 Railroad Street, Willis, Michigan
(South end of Meridian St, off Willis Rd, Between Rawsonville and Bunton)

(734) 461-1111(734) 461-1111 willisfeed@att.net
We look forward 
to seeing you soon.

Bunton
Rd

Willis Rd

Meridian St

Rawsonville Rd

Railroad Tracks

•  Dog and Cat Food
•  Wild Bird and Squirrel Food
•  Certified Organic Products
•  Hay and Straw  •  Poultry Food
•  Horse and Livestock Feed

Hours:
Mon-Fri 9aM-6pM  •  sat 9aM-5pM

sun 10aM-4pM

Like Us OnLike Us On

Willis Feed MillWillis Feed Mill
Nutritiously Sound

Quality Pet/Animal Food

White Pine
  DENTAL HEALTH

Your Smile Comes First!
Affordable, Kind, and Convenient.

Call Us Today: (734) 252-6002  187 Main Street, Downtown Belleville
www.WhitePineDentalHealth.com

Meet our Dentist: Dr. DeAngelo S.
Webster is an award-winning dentist, author,

and a University of Michigan graduate.

• Now Booking New Patients •
Open Evenings and Weekends

Family Friendly Dentist for Adults and Kids

and

Now Featuring
Styles From

Ask About Multi-Pair 
Discounts*

Dr Robert Kennedy, O.D.
11824 Belleville Rd
Belleville, MI 48111

734.699.1010

perspectiveeyecare.com
*Some restrictions apply. Contact Perspective Eyecare for details

Don’t forget 
about your 
healthcare 

flexible 
spending 
account! 

You can use 
it to buy 

contacts, a 
second pair 
of glasses, 

or even 
sunglasses! 
Call us now 

to learn 
more!more!

ASK ABOUT OUR
MULTI-PAIR DISCOUNTS

Dr Robert Kennedy, O.D.
11824 Belleville Rd
Belleville, MI 48111

734.699.1010

perspectiveeyecare.com
*Some restrictions apply. Contact Perspective Eyecare for details

Don’t forget 
about your 
healthcare 

flexible 
spending 
account! 

You can use 
it to buy 

contacts, a 
second pair 
of glasses, 

or even 
sunglasses! 
Call us now 

to learn 
more!more!

ASK ABOUT OUR
MULTI-PAIR DISCOUNTS

Dr Robert Kennedy, O.D.
11824 Belleville Rd
Belleville, MI 48111

734.699.1010

perspectiveeyecare.com
*Some restrictions apply. Contact Perspective Eyecare for details

NEW ITEMS... FURNITURE!

668 E. Huron River Drive, Belleville, MI 48111

Wednesday - Saturday
11 AM to 5 PM

Private
Sale

Cash or
local checks

Sports
Memorabilia

Tools and
Collectibles

Boating
Accessories

(734) 699- 4438

SUPER
WINTER SALE
25% OFF
Any Item In The
Treasure Trove!

Excluding guns & coins

SERVING BELLEVILLE & SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN!

Visit us @ www.barnettroofing.com

41700 MICHIGAN AVE. – CANTON

Roofing •• Siding •• Flat Roofs
FREE ESTIMATES!

Licensed & Insured

CALL (734) 397-8122

OVER 50 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

Now Thru March 31, 2024Now Thru March 31, 2024
receive our cerTaiNTeed roof 4-STarreceive our cerTaiNTeed roof 4-STar

exTeNded warraNTy for free! curreNT &exTeNded warraNTy for free! curreNT &
PaST MiliTary MeMberS will receive aPaST MiliTary MeMberS will receive a

$250 cabelaS GifT card!$250 cabelaS GifT card!
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a day, she said.
    “Traffickers are making a fortune,” 
she said, noting her goal is to get the 
community to understand the grooming 
process. She said the trafficker develops a 
relationship.
   Moore said Claire was a successful lawyer 
who in midlife was a successful executive. 
She got a divorce and wanted to be rooted 
in her church. She rented a home in a very 
wealthy local neighborhood. She went to 
church, came home, and had no friends.
   The home was owned by a trafficker who 
was very friendly. He came over one night, 
knocked on the door and asked to come in 
and talk. She invited him in and he took her 
car keys and took over her life.
   Faziani said Sanctum House offers 
doctors and nurses for the victims and 
law enforcement and the public is not 
knowledgeable about the situation. She 
said they felt if they educated the public 
more, people would be able to notice 
things and help more.
   She said someone is kidnapped and it 
could happen to anyone.
   “I came from an abusive home growing 
up and we had little money,” said Faziani. 
“There were painful behaviors and I 
continued to be vulnerable,” she said. 
“I was very, very vulnerable when I was 
introduced to the trafficker. I didn’t know. 
I loved this person. When I figured out 
what was going on, I was given drugs and 
alcohol and was more under their control. 
I was hooked on them and was in a terrible 
cycle and didn’t know how to be free.”
   She said she didn’t know how she would 
make it without substance abuse. She said 
at Sanctum House it’s not just 60 days and 
you’re better, she said, adding she came 
four years ago and still has therapy.
   “I’m a big advocate for women,” she 
said, adding she is strong.
   She said she worked at a Walgreen’s and 
saw a woman who was very scared. She 
said she had taped information on the wall 
in the restroom at Walgreen’s because 
that’s the only time a woman gets away 
from her trafficker and is not supervised.
   A woman in the audience said women 
wouldn’t know who to trust.
   “Even today, I get scared really easy,” 
Faziani said.
   “Trust is hard to find,” Moore agreed.
   Moore said Trinity Health (St. Joseph 
Hospital) provides health care to all the 
women at Sanctum House without charge. 
They also have a very full mental health 
program.
   She said women feel “stripped of their 
soul.” The program gets money from the 
state and federal levels and individuals 
get mental therapy every other day and 
group therapy daily. Moore said they teach 

Trafficking
(continued from page 1)

victims how to shop for groceries, instead 
of eating chips and pop from the party 
story, and they teach anger management.
   “I was extremely angry and I took it out 
on stuff,” Faziani said. She said some of 
the women at Sanctum House don’t believe 
they are being helped without charge and 
think their benefactors want something 
in return. They get food cards and money 
and, “What do you want from me?” They 
didn’t believe Sanctum House didn’t want 
anything.
   Moore said the Art Van Elslander 
Foundation from the furniture store helps 
them. She said they are fully funded for the 
full years of 2023 and 2024 and can afford 
decent pay for the employees. A graduate 
is paid to live in a house with victims at 
night, while pursuing her own profession 
in the daytime while the women are in the 
program.
   Moore said many of the women are 
from this local area, but others are coming 
to them from Alabama, New York, Ohio, 
Oregon and South Carolina. Many women 
have to get out of their areas for their own 
safety and there are so few services.
   “We’re on the national hotline,” she said.
   Faziani said when she was first trafficked 
it was in the 14 Mile/I-275 area and they 
would move the women. Then they were 
sold to the second trafficker who sold them 
to his cousin. “We ended up in a house in 
Detroit.”
   She said one of the women died and the 
place was raided and her trafficker was 
jailed. “But they get out,” she said.
   “Every trafficker is a different situation, 
but they are controlling, abusive, and you 
can’t walk to the store by yourselves.” If 
those trafficked escape, the traffickers get 
them back and hurt them or let them go and 
get new ones, she said.
   Moore said the State of Michigan 
Legislature is looking to forgive crimes for 
those being trafficked because most of the 
women are felons. They have sold drugs 
and guns and take the hit for the trafficker 
because that’s what they are forced to do.
   Moore said a group of lawyers in the 
bar association formed the Joseph Project 
that offers pro-bono work for the victims 
of human trafficking and Sanctum House 
has an attorney appointed for each one of 
its residents.
   She said the Attorney General had a 
round-table discussion a few weeks ago on 
how to prosecute human traffickers.
   Moore said Sanctum House has one 
woman in protective custody from this area. 
She said the FBI called Sanctum House to 
take her in and protect her because she 
is going to testify to a federal grand jury 
on her trafficker. Moore said she gave up 
information on her phone that is being used 
as evidence. The FBI has come out to talk 
to her about the testimony a few times. She 
said for the grand jury testimony, three FBI 

Independent photos by Rosemary K. Otzman
Lt. Charles (Chip) Bazzy retired from the Van Buren Township Police Department on 
Feb. 16 after 34 years of service. Here he walks the gauntlet of police officers lined up 
outside the police department before heading inside township hall for the celebration and 
food.

Lt. Bazzy poses with his family and officials before heading inside township hall for 
gifts and plaques and lots of speakers. From left, in front, are Lt. Bazzy’s father Charles 
Bazzy, Sr. and Lt. Bazzy’s son Wiliam. In back, from left, are Lt. Bazzy’s wife Jennifer, 
Township Supervisor Kevin McNamara, Wayne County Commissioner Al Haidous, Lt. 
Bazzy, his mother Karen, and his other son, Charles T.

To build a better world,
start in your own community!
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Editorial

Cozadd room at 
library is Rotary’s 
community gem
   The Belleville Rotary Club donated 
$50,000 from its Charles B. Cozadd Rotary 
Foundation to the Belleville Area Library 
in 2018 to help fund the Cozadd room. The 
library board was wrestling with its budget 
to get everything to balance for the new 
library it was building. Businesses, groups, 
and individuals in the community chipped 
in to help and now are lovingly referred 
to as “the donors.” The Rotary was one of 
these donors.
   The Cozadd Foundation has been the 
source of many grants for community 
groups, projects, and scholarships, but 
this Charles B. Cozadd Belleville Rotary 
Foundation Room is the gift that keeps on 
giving.
   Now in the care of the library staff, so 
many community events – from quilt shows 
to used-book sales -- have taken place in 
this first-floor meeting/program room at the 
new library that they are hard to list.
   The Belleville City Council takes 
advantage of the room when it needs more 
space for council meetings, special strategic 
planning sessions, and the like. The council 
was there Tuesday since the regular council 
chamber was taken up with the state’s new 
Early Voting project with a voting machine 
in place to welcome ballots for the Feb. 27 
election.
   Thank you, Rotary, and thanks to the 
late, generous, forward-thinking attorney 
Charles Cozadd, who left this legacy to his 
community.

   We received an unsigned email accusing 
the Independent of reaching a “new low” 
for printing someone’s opinion: “Well, you 
have reached a new low.  How do I respond 
to the Letter to the Editor, “The Poison of 
Division.” Which you know is complete 
BS, unless your [sic] a MAGA Republican.”

***
   Our Wayne County Commissioner Al 
Haidous confirmed on Friday that he is 
retiring at the end of the year. He is the 
former mayor of Wayne and a Wayne 
business owner as well, so he’s been serving 
the community for many years.
   I told him, “Now, Sumpter will stop calling 
you about their roads” and he replied, “Oh, 
no. I want them to call me now.”

***
   I was sitting at the same table as Wayne 
County Commissioner Haidous and 
Van Buren Township Supervisor Kevin 
McNamara during Friday’s celebration of 
the retirement of Police Lt. Charles (Chip) 
Bazzy.
   I asked Supervisor McNamara about 
a rumor I heard that the township was 
negotiating with the Detroit Lions to buy 
the former Ford property across Tyler Road 
from township hall for their new athletic 
training center. He said that wasn’t true.
   I said, “So, that is a bad rumor?” and he 
said, “Well, not bad,” and explained that the 
township is trying to get the Lions to build 
on property in the area of I-94 and Haggerty 
Road.

***
   Ruth Bleeker’s funeral on Saturday at 
Brown Funeral Home was well attended 
and there were lots of stories about Ruth 
to chuckle over and lots of people nodding 

their heads to stories of how aggressively 
she pursued the ideas she felt were 
important – especially in her faith and her 
conservative values.
   The new pastor at Bethany Bible Church 
told the story of how the first email he 
received after he was named the new pastor 
at the church was from Ruth. And, she 
continued to write to encourage him with 
her ideas.
   The funeral was held at the funeral home 
and the after-service dinner at Bethany. He 
told those who didn’t know the area where 
the church was and advised them after they 
came in the drive to turn right to the parking 
area there. He emphasized that Ruth would 
want them to turn right!
   A grandson told the story of how he and 
his wife were sitting with Ruth in her final 
days when she was in a coma. They were 
talking together as they sat next to her, he 
said, and suddenly, Ruth came out of her 
coma and called out, “Stop talking! Stop 
talking!” and then went back into her coma 
before dying.
    That was an amazing incident and 
something they will never forget. I doubt if 
I’ll ever forget it, either. RIP, Ruth. We are 
all going to miss your letters to the editor.

***
   Barbara Miller reports that there were 
more than 40 people who got on the brand-
new bus that transported local residents to 
the Detroit Institute of Arts on Saturday 
for a day of culture. She said they viewed 

the After Cubism special exhibit that soon 
was to close, saw a Black History exhibit, 
and took part in the live music available. 
She said they made people get up for the 
music and twirl around. It was a great day, 
she said.

***
   A senior citizen, who is also a veteran, told 
us of his visit by two FEMA representatives 
after he contacted them for the funds they 
had available for those who suffered losses 
in last August’s tornado. He said he saw it 
on TV a couple of times 
that FEMA was coming 
to help people who had 
losses from the storm, 
so he contacted FEMA.
   His Van Buren 
Township mobile home 
was demolished by a 
tree that fell on it and 
he said he lost everything. He said he got a 
lot of donations from people who wanted to 
help and was able to recover 90% of what 
he lost.
   He said two women, who had credentials, 
came to his home and questioned him for 
two hours. Later, they told him he was 
eligible to receive $45,500 which would 
be coming directly to his bank account any 
minute. He hopes it’s not a scam because he 
gave them his bank’s routing number and 
later was told he shouldn’t have done that. 
He hadn’t received anything as of Tuesday, 
but he’s hopeful.
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O  P  I  N  I  O  N  S Columbia Court
Apartments

275 W. Columbia • Belleville

734-697-8200
Minutes From Shopping, Freeways & Restaurants

For 1 Bedroom & Studio Apartments Only.
Accepting Applications for Individuals 62 & Older

H.U.D. Guidlines Apply
A Senior Facility of National Church Residences

Affordable Housing • Sec 8-202

Belleville Tax & Accounting Service, Inc.

•   Small Business Accounting & Financial Statements
•   Payroll Services
•   Business and Personal Tax Returns
•   Small Business Advising and Start-Up Consultation
•   Quickbooks Training and Support

Providing Services to Small Business and Individuals

152 Main Street
(in The Professional Building)

Belleville, MI 48111

Call Us Today!
(734) 697-8000

Denise W. Baker, MSA, CPA Gayl Parr, CPA

All major credit cards accepted

Criss, Wilmarth & Parr
Certified Public Accountants

Visit our website
www.bellevilletaxservices.com

For Classified Advertising, Display Advertising or News Tips.
One call does it all: 734-699-9020
The Belleville-Area Independent

The Belleville-Area
Independent Website
is Online! Visit us @ 

bellevilleareaindependent.com

Read The Newspaper 
On The Web!

In-Home Service 
Calls on Most 

Major Appliances.

(734) 697-3206

JOE’S APPLIANCE
REPAIR

45915 S. I-94 Service Dr., Belleville

(734) 699-1550
See our menu online at chinakingbelleville.com

Lunch • Dinner
Best Buffet Around!

Next to the Belleville Post Office

HOTSPOT

NEW Hours
Sunday-ThurSday 
11:00am – 9:00pm

friday & SaTurday
11:00am – 10:00pm

NEW Hours

indoor dining and our ayce buffet is back!

Thanks for your support over the years J
luNcH spEcials • bEEr & WiNE availablE • DrivE-tHru pickup
Delivery AvAilAble Thru uber eATS & Grubhub!

Letters

KAREN’S
PLACE

A Salon
For Everyone

36968 Huron River Drive
New Boston, Michigan
Appointments & Walk-ins Welcome
734-753-9130

Open: Tues.– Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-3

Peggy Dark needs your 
help paying for bypasses
To the editor:
   Her name is Ms. Peggy Dark, a waitress 
at Leon’s Coney Island in Belleville, at 
9624 Belleville Rd., and she just had triple-
bypass heart surgery.
   The reason I’m writing is to tell you 
she’s in need of financial help to cover 
the cost of the surgery and hospital care. 
The reason why I’m writing to tell you 
is that if you ever had Peggy wait on you 
and your family you would know she is 
a good person, a hard worker, and a very 
wonderful person.
   Please, I pray to God you will find it in 
your heart to help her and her family. She 
is a single mom and had to raise her son to 
be a fine young man.
   If you ever met Peggy you know but if 
you haven’t let me tell you she is less than 
4 feet, 10 inches tall and I don’t think she 
weighs over 90 pounds. But that’s just my 
guess.
   But she is spunky and I know she is not 
one to ask for help, but would not hesitate 
to help one in need. So please find it in your 
heart to go to Leo’s to leave a donation. A 
GoFundMe page has been set up for Peggy. 
To reach Leo’s Coney Island, phone (734) 
697-1000.
   Thank you and God Bless You All.

Thomas G. Clayton
A Customer of Leo’s Coney Island
Who always asks for Peggy to wait on us.

P.S. She said as soon as she gets well, she 
is returning to work. Well, that’s Peggy! 
Smile, God loves you all.

Editor’s Note: The writer said he does 
not have a computer and does not know 
about how GoFundMe pages work, but he 
knows our readers will figure out how to 
help Peggy.

MSP, Soroptomists 
gather Purses w/Purpose
To the Editor:
   Communities are coming come together 
to help survivors of domestic violence.   
   Two businesses in New Boston will be 
collecting gently used purses to create 
care packages for women fleeing domestic 
violence.

   Soroptimist International of the Flat 
Rock Area (SIFRA) has embraced the 
Purses With a Purpose program created 
by the Michigan State Police. SIFRA is a 
global volunteer organization that works to 
improve the lives of women and girls.
   The club has established eight drop off 
locations with designated boxes to collect 
gently used purses large enough to fill with 
necessary comfort items.
   The purses will be collected at each 
location until April 1.  The eight locations 
include Abs Fitness in Monroe, Faith 
Lutheran Church in Flat Rock, Atwater 
Street Taco in Flat Rock, Marlo’s Cutting 
Crew in Flat Rock, The Traffic Jam 
Boutique in Wyandotte, and Karen’s Place 
and New Boston Dental Clinic in New 
Boston.
   UAW Local 387 Women’s Committee 
and the Woodhaven Stamping Plant will be 
collecting the care items that will be used 
to fill the purses. Bridgewater, a Del Webb 
community, is also collecting purses for 
the program.
   In a world where many women face the 
grim reality of domestic violence, support 
and empowerment are vital lifelines. 
Recognizing this need, the Michigan State 
Police initiated the Purses with a Purpose 
project, a beacon of hope aiding women 
who find themselves in dire circumstances, 
having to flee abusive situations at a 
moment’s notice. Go to the State Police 
website for more information.
   Karen’s Place is located at 36968 Huron 
River Dr. in New Boston. Karen has been a 
hair stylist at the same location since 1970 
and purchased the business in 2006. Karen 
is joined by her daughter Amanda and 
together they take care of their clients with 
love and dedication.
   The second drop-off location in New 
Boston is the New Boston Dental Clinic 
located at 37228 Huron River Dr. The 
dental office was established in 1970 and 
Dr. Merlos has owned the practice since 
1994. Dr. Merlos has generously pledged 
to donate tooth brushes, paste, and dental 
floss for every purse collected! 
   Purses with a Purpose is more than just 
a project; it’s a symbol of hope, resilience, 
and solidarity. We invite you to join us in 
our mission. Together we can change lives 
and build a future free from violence and 
fear.
   For more information about the program 
or the locations of the boxes contact Johan 
Sutton, (734) 782-5076.

Johan Sutton
Soroptimist International of the Flat Rock 
Area
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Licensed & Insured
       Honest & Reliable

Free Estimates
   Service & Repair
       Drain Cleaning
          Gas Lines & More

Caleb Windiate
734.307.6478

ProPlumbing734@yahoo.com

Plumbing

Towing Available
Open Weekdays 8 a.m – 5 p.m.

Friends of MichiganFriends of Michigan
Animals RRescue

Friends of MI Animals Rescue
Promote a Healthy and Safe Environment for All

51299 Arkona Road
Belleville, MI 48111

734-461-9458
info@friendsofmichigan.org
www.friendsofmichigan.org

ADOPTIONS BY APPOINTMENT, MONDAY – SATURDAY 
11 A.M. – 3 P.M.   CALL 734-461-9458

ADOPTIONS BY 
APPOINTMENT

The Hair StationThe Hair Station
(734) 796-4795(734) 796-4795

151 Main Street151 Main Street
Belleville   MI   48111Belleville   MI   48111

thehairstationthehairstation151151@yahoo.com@yahoo.com

Please InquIre about our 
Fall/WInter sPecIals!

RESIDENTIAL AND
COMMERCIAL

westbranchbuilders@yahoo.com

LICENSED
INSURED

SERVING OUR
COMMUNITY FOR
OVER 38 YEARS

PHONE 734-476-1098

21321 KARR RD
BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

George E. Long, III
Attorney & Counselor At Law

Federal & State Criminal
and Civil Defense

DUI  •  Wills  •  Probate Matters
Divorce  •  Social Security Disability

Notary Public

734-697-4455
321 Main Street, Belleville, Mi 48111     GlonGlaw.coM

All Insurances Welcome
Ltd. Lifetime Guarantee
Onsite Rental Cars

R.V. Repair
Auto Glass
Motorcycle

& Watercraft

734.699.7758
sumptercollision@gmail.com

James Chudzinski - Owner
Kevin Schewe - Manager
21585 Sumpter Rd.
Belleville, MI 48111

See
us
on TRAINED

Angela Lee
Direct: 313-626-1822
Office: 313-214-2419
Angela.Lee@exprealty.com
www.AngelaLeeYourRealtor.com
#LookAndListWithLee
The Lee Team

Arrwood Construction
Grading, Excavating, etc.

Bill Arrwood
owner

313-363-6590

49450 Judd Rd.
Belleville, MI.  48111

arrwoodconstruction@yahoo.com

DUANE DETLOR, CIC
AUTO • HOME • MOBILE HOME      

BOAT • BUSINESS • LIFE

38 Fifth Street

Belleville,  MI 48111 Fax 734-697-7939734-697-6000INSURANCE AGENCYDetlor
11752 Belleville Road

Van Buren Twp, MI 48111
734-697-1800

Jessica Jones 
Manager

James Morgan
Manager

TO VISIT 
RealEstate48111.com

SCAN
ME!

THINKING OF SELLING YOUR HOME? 
YOUR HOME IS UNIQUE, 

AND SO IS OUR APPROACH.

Contact Coldwell Banker Professionals for a 
rewarding customer experience unlike any other.

JUANITA FAYE HARDING
(October 5, 1947 – February 11, 2024)
Juanita Harding, longtime resident of Belleville, 
Michigan, age 76, passed away at home on 
February 11, 2024. She was born on October 5, 
1947, in Newberry, Michigan, to Benjamin and 
Dorothy (Benedict) Daves.
After her high school years, she married and had 
three children. Later on, she worked at Meijer 
in the grocery department. Juanita was very fun 
to be around. She was openly sarcastic and had 
fun with her family. Juanita was always making 
those around her laugh. She loved the casino 
and was very loyal to all the Detroit sports 
teams. Most of all Juanita loved her family and 
made all the family events better; she loved to 
gather for every holiday.
Juanita is survived by her children Frank 
(Sharon) Harding of Canton, MI, Michael 
(Tesha Burris) Harding, of Belleville, MI, and 
Heather (Richard) McDaniel of Belleville, MI; 
her brother Robert (Wendy) Daves of Harrison, 
MI; her grandchildren Kassidy Harding of 
Canton, MI, Peyton Harding of Belleville, MI, 
Paige Harding of Petoskey, MI, Baylee (Austin) 
Harding of Belleville, MI, Ryley McDaniel of 
Belleville, MI, and Delaney (Luke) McDaniel of 
Belleville, MI; her great-grandchildren Addilyn 
and Brielle Saunders, both of Belleville, MI; as 
well as many nieces, nephews, cousins, friends 
and neighbors.
She was preceded in death by her parents, and 
her brother Dean Daves.
According to her wishes dignified cremation 
rites have been accorded. A memorial service 
was held Tuesday, February 20, 2024 at David 
C. Brown Funeral Home, 460 E. Huron River 
Drive, Belleville, MI.
If desired, donations in memory of Juanita to the 
Alzheimer’s Association or Michigan Medicine 
Heart and Vascular Center are appreciated, but 
not expected. Envelopes will be available at the 
funeral home.
www.davidcbrownfh.com 

Juanita Faye Harding

LOUVERN VIERS
(February 15, 1931 – February 8, 2024)
Age 92, of Belleville, passed away in Ocala, 
FL. Survived by children Terry and Denise, 
brother Johnney, five grandchildren, six great-
grandchildren, one great-great-grandchild. 
David C. Brown Funeral Home.
www.davidcbrownfh.com

CALVIN BRENDTKE
(February 14, 1941 – February 18, 2024)
Age 83, of Saline. Grew up in Belleville. 
Survived by wife Barbara, children Paula and 
David, five siblings, four grandchildren, four 
great-grandchildren. Service at 3 p.m. Feb. 24 
at David C. Brown Funeral Home.
www.davidcbrownfh.com
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CREMATION
$895.00 complete
NO Hidden Service Fees

(800) 331-5051
DUZAK Funeral & 

Cremation Center, Inc.
Southeast Michigan’s Lowest 

Cremation Cost Provider
Since 1977

www.duzakcremation.com

(734) 697-4500
www.DAVIDCBROWNFH.com

Complete Line of Monuments & Markers.

David C. Brown
Funeral Home

460 E. HURON RIVER DR., BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

Serving Belleville, Sumpter townShip & van Buren townShip For over 41 YearS

Pursuit of Excellence
National Funeral Directors Association

Live ~ Laugh ~ Love 

Remember

Live ~ Laugh ~ Love 

Remember
Live ~ Laugh ~ Love 

Remember
David C. Brown, Founder  •  Shelly A. Brown-Chudzinski, Manager

Buy 3 Ads, Get 1 FREE!
Call our Advertising Manager

Janet Millard Today!  734-699-9020

ADVERTISE
TODAY!

Would you like to have 
your ChurCh listed in 

this direCtory?
Call advertising

Manager Janet Millard 
at 734-699-9020 today!

 
 

810 E. HURON RIVER DR. BELLEVILLE, MI | 734.697.7456 
Sunday | Adult Bible Fellowship & Children’s Sunday 

School 9:45am | Morning Worship 11am 
Wednesday | Kids & Teens 6:45pm | Bible For Life 7pm 

Visit bethanybiblechurch.com for more info 

810 E. HURON RIVER DR. BELLEVILLE, MI | 734.697.7456
Sunday | Adult Bible Fellowship & Children’s Sunday

School 9:45am | Morning Worship 11am 
Wednesday | Kids & Teens 6:45pm | Bible In Action 7pm

Visit bethanybiblechurch.com for more info

RiveR of Life AssembLy of God
16650 Sumpter Rd., Belleville, MI 48111
All services are open to in person or live stream.
sunday morning Worship @ 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Adult, youth & Children @ 7 p.m.

Visit rol-ag.com      (734) 699-6700

1770 Ridge Road, Ypsilanti, MI 48198
Sunday Bible Study 10 AM, Worship Service 11 AM

Sunday Evening Worship 6 PM and
Wednesday Bible Study 7:30 PM

www.ridgeroadcoc.org   (734) 485-2930

Ridge Road Church of Christ

SUNDAYS @ 10 A.M.
Connect Classes

11 a.m. Sunday Worship

WEDNESDAYS @ 6 P.M.
S.O.S. Recovery & Support Group

WEDNESDAYS @ 7 P.M.
Bible Study & Youth Groups

894 E. Huron River Dr. 
Belleville

JOIN US IN PERSON, ONLINE & 
FOLLOW US ON

409 W. Columbia Avenue  (734) 697-1211
▪ Saturday Mass: 6:00pm

▪ Sunday Masses:  8:30am & 10:30am
▪ Mondays:  6:30pm Adoration
www.stanthonybelleville.com

ST. ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH

BELLEVILLE
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST

Saturday Mornings
Bible Study 10:00  Worship 11:30

89 South Edgemont
bellevillesda.com

Moving forward           417 Charles
in Christ together!          Sunday 10am
bellevillefirstumc.org         734.697.9288

BELLEVILLE FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

FAITH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
6020 Denton Road

Belleville, MI 48111    (734) 483-2276
www.faithchurchdenton.org

Sunday Worship at 9:30am. Bible Study & 
refreshments after Worship.

11900 Belleville Road
Service and Sunday School

10:00 a.m.

BELLEVILLE PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH

RUTH E. BLEEKER
(November 3, 1925 – February 13, 2024)
Ruth E. (Scott) Bleeker was born on November 
3, 1925, at the old Beyer Hospital in Ypsilanti, 
MI. Ruth was the last surviving member of her 
family: Parents Benjamin R. Scott (1898-1984) 
and Ada McBride Scott, (1900-1998) and three 
siblings: sister Betty Levick (2009), brother 
Earl Scott (1987), and sister Mary Lou Ratz 
(2004).
Ruth lived in Detroit until the age of 19 upon 
graduation from Mackenzie High School in 
1943. She married her high school sweetheart, 
Richard Bleeker on August 4, 1945. Following 
her husband’s discharge from the U.S. Coast 
Guard in World War 2, the couple lived in 
Detroit with Ruth’s parents.
Ruth worked temporarily as secretary for her 
father who was elected Justice of the Peace in 
Romulus from 1950-1958. It was during this 
employment when she realized her respect for 
truth, justice, and the law, as well as small-town 
politics. Ruth was very active in city, township, 
and school campaigns as well as being an avid 
writer. She credits her parents for instilling 
within herself at a very young age, her prized, 
lifelong values of God, family, and country.
In 1954, Ruth, Richard and two children moved 
into their “dream house” a 10-room, 2-story, 
100+ year-old farmhouse, with several “out 
buildings” on 10 acres in Van Buren Township 
where they grew their own fruits and vegetables 
while enjoying their newfound love of small, 
family farming. They loved entertaining 
neighbors and friends. Most fondly remembered 
was when Ruth hosted the many Scott family 
4th of July reunions and Thanksgiving dinners 
over the years.
The sudden demise of her husband in 1967, 
forced Ruth to seek part-time employment 
as restaurant hostess and GMC/Willow Run 
cafeteria cook and server. When her children 
attended school full-time, Ruth was hired as 
secretary to Van Buren Township Supervisor 
Elton Gollwitzer, and finally, Administrative 
Secretary to three superintendents at Lincoln 
Consolidated Schools in Ypsilanti from which 

she retired in 1991. Ruth was a member 
of Bethany Bible Church in Belleville and 
remained faithful to her heritage, wisdom, 
and guidance of both her Heavenly Father and 
parents – Benjamin and Ada Scott: “Love, 
Honor and Obey”.
Ruth Scott Bleeker leaves behind her beloved 
son, Kenneth Ross Bleeker of Belleville, MI; 
among living grandchildren Richard (Rick) 
Baldwin (Alicia) of Fenton, MI; David Baldwin 
(Trisha) of Milan, MI; and Andrea Riddle of 
Milan, MI. Grandchildren living in Delaware 
are Keith Bleeker, Michael Bleeker, Daniel 
Bleeker, and Katrina (Maurice) Simpkins.
Great-grandchildren living in Michigan 
are Drew and Fletcher Baldwin, Chelsea 
Holcombe, Andrew Butterfield and Katie 
(Jake) Kehoe, Kendal and Mathew Baldwin, 
and William and Spencer Riddle. Remembered 
fondly and left behind are her attentive, loving 
and generous nieces and nephews: Carol Ratz, 
Mark and Dawn Marshal, Elizabeth Marshal, 
Donna and Gary Singles, Jacque and Donald 
Hickmott, Greg and Cathy Levick, Nancy and 
Frank Wade.
A Memorial Gathering for Ruth was held on 
Saturday, February 17, 2024 at the David C. 
Brown Funeral Home, 460 E. Huron River Dr., 
Belleville, MI 48111, followed by a Memorial 
Service, with John Losen, Jr. officiating.  
Memorial contributions in Ruth’s name are 
suggested to Heart to Heart Hospice.
www.davidcbrownfh.com

Ruth E. Bleeker

In response to letter 
from Mr. Hoppe
To the editor:
   This is a response to Wayde Hoppe’s 
letter in the Feb. 15 Independent, vol. 30.7.
Dear Mr. Hoppe;
   The role of education is to teach our kids 
the truths about such things and nothing 
I see in that assignment is untrue. I am 
sorry that you are feeling uncomfortable 
when faced with the way things are, but 
our students’ proper education is more 
important than your feelings.
   The division was sewn long ago, 
Mr. Hoppe. It’s in the fabric and social 
structures of our own little community, 
here, past, and present.

Kael Hooten
Sumpter Homeowner

BHS at-home games
   • Thursday, Feb. 22 – Boys Swim & 
Dive hosting KLAA B Meet Prelims, 5 
p.m.
   • Saturday, Feb. 24 – Boys Swim & 
Dive hosting KLAA B Meet Finals, noon
   • Monday, Feb. 26 – Hosting MHSAA 
Boys Basketball Districts, TBA
   • Wednesday, Feb. 28 – Hosting MHSAA 
Boys Basketball Districts, TBA

Go Tigers!
Diane Kiessel

BHS Athletics Secretary
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 The Law Office of

  Amy M. Eversole
152 Main St.
Suite 11
Belleville, Mich. 48111 www.amyeversolelaw.com

Call 734-718-8574
• Estate Planning  • Probate  • Property Law

Obituaries

HONESTY IS OUR POLICY!

BAI

50 South Street at 5-Points, Belleville • 734-325-7065
Open Monday – Friday  8am - 6pm

Disc Brake special
premium paDs & rotors, incluDes 
laBor, starting at $300 or less!

Most Cars. Restrictions Apply.
WITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 3-28-24
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SENIORS, VETERANS &
ACTIVE MILITARY TAKE

10% OFF YOUR TOTAL BILL
WITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 3-28-24

$4999

BAI

NEW CUSTOMERS GET
10% OFF LABOR DURING OUR:
GET-TO-KNOW-YOUR-FRIENDS-TRUSTWORTHY-

RELIABLE-AUTO-MECHANIC-SALE
WITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 3-28-24 BAI

VEHICLE CHECK
Belts, Hoses, Etc.

let’s get reaDY For spring!

Dudek Heating & Cooling
Service and Installation

Licensed and Insured • Free Estimates • Furnaces • Boilers
Air Conditioning • Duct Work • Humidifiers • Water Heaters

Generators • Electrical • Plumbing
Keith Dudek : Owner
11681 Rawsonville
Belleville, MI 48111

Office: (734) 461-6165
Cell: (734) 730-9733

LLC

KENNETH JOSEPH FULLER
(October 11, 1935 – February 17, 2024)
Mr. Kenneth Fuller, 88, of Rose City and 
formerly of Belleville, passed away on February 
17 under hospice care surrounded by his loving 
family. He was born on October 11, 1935 in 
Detroit, Michigan a son of Floyd and Helene 
(Howe) Fuller.
Mr. Kenneth Fuller proudly served his country 
in the United States Marine Corps. He was a 
life-long member of the Belleville Moose and 
was also a Mason. Kenneth was a teamster 
truck driver who retired in 2000. Kenneth and 
Geraldine moved to Rose City in 2003 where 
they enjoyed up north living. He enjoyed classic 
cars, his John Deere tractor, feeding his birds 
and deer. But most of all he enjoyed spending 
time with his family and friends. Kenneth 
will be greatly missed by all who loved and 
cherished him.
Kenneth is survived by his beloved spouse 
Geraldine (Pawlowski) Fuller; loving father 
of Kenneth (Lisa) Fuller, Stanley (Michelle) 
Fuller and Valentina (James) Lester; and 
stepchildren Edward (Rona) Nowak and Karen 
(Ken) Gondoly; grandchildren Kaitlin, Taylor, 
Dominic, Zane, Brittany, Stanley Jr., Kory, 
Kyle, Jessica, Stephen, Brendan and Jared; 
great-grandchildren Bristol, Autumn, Lily, 
Clark, Lucy and one due in April; beloved 
brother Arthur (Nellie) Fuller. He was preceded 
in death by his parents, brother Floyd Fuller, 
and sister Jean Poley. He is also survived by 
many extended family members and friends.
Visitation for Kenneth will be held on Thursday, 
February 22, at David C. Brown Funeral Home, 
460 E. Huron River Dr., Belleville 734-697-
4500 from 1:00 P.M. until the time of the 
service at 6:00 P.M. A military service will 
be held under the auspices of VFW Post 4434 
followed by the funeral service. Pastor Gordon 
Moore will officiate.
A private interment will be held on Friday, 
February 23 at Rose City Cemetery, Rose City, 
Michigan. www.davidcbrownfh.com 

Kenneth Fuller

change to stagger the terms of members. 
It seems everybody is at the end of their 
terms. Suchy said they would like to have 
each board involved (such as Belleville 
Area Council for the Arts and the Friends) 
select its own member and length of term. 
The policy change will be put into writing 
and then sent to the attorney before coming 
to the board, she said;
   • Heard Juriga note that 65 people attended 
the Phil Hale Jazz Quartet performance in 
the library in January. Suchy also reported 
that 150 people were in the children’s 
department to take part in games and 
activities during the Bluey Party on Feb. 3. 
She explained that Bluey is highly popular 
pre-school television series;
   • Heard Suchy report that the heater in the 
library entryway, powered by the library’s 
boiler, sprang a leak and has been fixed. 
She said now they know where the water 
shutoff valve is for unit;
   • Learned the library is partnering with the 
Belleville Rotary Club on two programs: 
“Midnight – Detroit and the Underground 
Railroad” on Feb. 27 and “The Potato 
Famine” on March 12;
   • Was advised the new circulation clerk is 
Sully Gregoire and outgoing staff includes 
Harper Klotz, Lisa Meadows, and Esther 
Walker. Suchy said COVID has continued 
to impact the staff with four staff members 
having to call off over the past month;
   • Learned a staff committee from multiple 
departments has attended vendor demos 
for a needed change in the library’s events 
and room-booking software. Suchy said 
this is their immediate concern, but some 
of the companies also design website and 
the staff members are asking them some 
preliminary questions about those services, 
as well;
   • Heard Suchy announce that the Friends’ 
and Belleville Area Council for the Arts’ 
classic movie series will show Alfred 
Hitchcock’s “Strangers on a Train” on 
March 14, with “Citizen Kane” shown in 
April, and Alfred Hitchcock’s “Psycho” in 
May;
   • Heard Juriga suggest bringing a paper-
shredding truck monthly to the library, 
especially in April so people will be able 
to shred their old documents during the tax 
season. He said the library should pay for 
the truck. He was told they will look into 
it, but monthly is too often. Peters said Van 
Buren Township brings a shredding truck 
once a year but that’s only for township 

District Library
(continued from page 1)

residents;
   • Heard Peters encourage board members 
to visit the library and to attend library 
events, “to enjoy the fruits of our labor” 
expended when they worked to get the new 
library in place; and
   • Was advised by Juriga that on Feb. 
14, 21 years ago, he received seven heart 
bypasses and he is glad they worked.

Upcoming Meetings
   • Monday, Feb. 26 – Van Buren Township 
Public Schools Board of Education, 7 p.m., 
BHS
   • Tuesday, Feb. 27 – Van Buren Township 
Downtown Development Authority, 3 p.m.
   • Wednesday, Feb. 28 – Van Buren 
Township Planning Commission, 5:30 p.m.
   • Saturday, March 2 – Strategic 
planning session for Belleville Downtown 
Development Authority, 9:30 to 11 a.m., at 

the Belleville Area District Library. Open 
to the public. (This was originally set for 
Feb. 17.)
   • Monday, March 4 – Belleville City 
Council, 7:30 p.m.
   • Tuesday, March 5 – Van Buren Township 
regular meeting, 6 p.m.
   • Monday, March 11 – Van Buren 
Township Public Schools Board of 
Education, 7 p.m., BHS
   • Tuesday, March 12 – Sumpter Township 
workshop/regular meeting, 6 p.m. Also, 
Belleville Area District Library board, 7:30 
p.m.
   • Wednesday, March 13 – Van Buren 
Township Planning Commission, 5:30 p.m.
   • Thursday, March 14 – Keystone 
Academy school board, 5 p.m.
   • Monday, March 18 – Belleville City 
Council, 7:30 p.m.
   • Tuesday, March 19 – Van Buren 
Township regular meeting, 6 p.m.

One Call Does It All...
...At The Independent

734-699-9020
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590 E. Huron River Drive – Belleville   734-391-7292590 E. Huron River Drive – Belleville   734-391-7292

PROTECTPROTECT THE NEW THE NEW  , , PRESERVEPRESERVE THE OLD! THE OLD!
- CARS, TRUCKS, SUVs & TRAILERS -- CARS, TRUCKS, SUVs & TRAILERS -

KP& T AUTO SERVICE NOW OFFERINGKP& T AUTO SERVICE NOW OFFERING

RUSTPROOFING
Protect your 
vehicle from 
harsh winter 

snow and 
road salt. 
Call for an 

appointment 
today!

248 Main St Belleville, MI 48111

Medication Consultations

Passionately Devoted to Wellness & Community

Immunizations

FREE Medication Delivery

Pet Meds

734-391-0190

June Milton, Owner & Pharmacist

Support 
Local 

Business

Call to
transfer your
prescriptions

today!

and MORE!

Follow Us for
Updates!!

Specializing in Custom Bathrooms, Bath Replacements and Basements 

Family Owned and Operated Since 2007!

FINANCING AVAILABLE

10% OFF SIGNED 
CONTRACT PRICE!
– Not to exceed $1000

Coupon expires 02/2024

TREE SERVICE, INC.
Tree Removal • Tree Trimming
Tree Pruning • Brush Removal

Stump Grinding

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Fully Insured

Free Estimates • Senior Discounts

No Tree Too Big, No Tree Too Small
734-753-5800

tnttree.com

Van Buren Township Clerk Leon Wright sent this email picture to absentee voters who 
have voted so far in the Feb. 27 election with this message: “We received your absentee 
ballot. Thanks for voting. Here’s your digital ‘I voted’ sticker.” He said the township 
often gets   a lot of people calling to ask whether the township received their ballots. “So, 
I thought, well, maybe I could email them with an ‘I voted’  sticker in my hand that would 
make them feel more secure about their ballot, knowing I have received it,” he said.

To build a
better world,

start in
your own

community!
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Shingle, Flat Roof & Metal Roofs
Removals, Recover & Repair

QUALITY
KEEPING YOU COVERED

$500 OFF
Full Roof Replacement

Expires: 04-30-2024
Residential •• Commercial

Free Estimates
State Licensed
Fully Insured

www.DiversifiedRoofingLLC.com

800-668-1928

Tree Service
734-308-0398

Notice for Seniors
Do You Want To Hear Better?

Beltone, the MOST TRUSTED NAME
IN HEARING AIDS, wishes to test a
remarkable new hearing instrument in
the area. This offer is free of charge
and you are under no obligation. The
revolutionary 100% Digital instruments
use the latest technology to comfortably
and almost invisibly help you hear
more clearly. This technology solves
the “stopped up ears”, “head in
a barrel” sensation some people
experience, and has been clinically
demonstrated to improve hearing in
noisy environments. If you wish to
participate, you will be required to have
your hearing tested in our office FREE
OF CHARGE to determine candidacy.
A limited number of qualified seniors
are needed to try this product. NO
PURCHASE is necessary, however you
may purchase Beltone SereneTM Technology at a reduced rate.

We support & honor Medicare and discount plans 
including BCBS and TRUHEARING. We offer 

professional award-winning service, technology, and 
a FREE LIFETIME BELCARE TREATMENT PLAN.

CALL US DIRECTLY TO MAXIMIZE YOUR MEDICARE BENEFIT!

The SereneTM Technology
• Instant fit - a single office visit

is all it takes
• Easy to use and wear

All-day comfort
• Hear effortlessly in noisy places,

watching TV, or on the phone.
• Tiny size and great price!

SAVE $1000 THIS WEEK!*

Look!
She’s

wearing new
open ear

technology!

bonus offer
$20 Gift Card**

*Offer valid toward the purchase of two Beltone Serene™ hearing instruments. $500 off a single instrument.
**Must complete hearing screening to be eligible for gift card. See store for details. Beltone 2024™

www.BeltoneHearingAid.com

Ann Arbor
4076 Packard St.

734-389-8725

Ann Arbor
283 S. Zeeb Rd., Suite F

734-274-6794
www.beltonehearingaid.com

Call now to schedule your free appointment!

Following CDC guidelines with 1 on 1 appointments and curbside services available.

Beltone USA- Prescriptive Hearing
Instruments and treatment plans

 that enhance your life!

Free Hearing Screening For The
NEXT 5 DAYS!

Belleville
35 Main St., Suite 101

734-256-4113

ANY CONDITION OK
CALL US AND GET YOUR PRICE.

AERO REALTY
35890 GODDARD

ROMULUS, MI 48174
313-402-0187 or 734-941-4595

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

CASH FOR YOUR HOME

Musings
By Janet Millard

Independent
Advertising Director

   Hidalgo restaurant employees are taking 
a break this month starting Feb. 22 through 
Feb. 26. They will reopen on the 27th all 
refreshed and ready to serve the great food 
that comes fresh from their kitchen.

***
   Speaking of restaurants, did you see that 
A & W opened Monday? Must be time to 
get my coney fix.

***
   Received a listing of the Spring 2024 
Continuing Education Programs at Wayne 
County Community College District – Ted 
Scott Campus on Haggerty. For those of 
you who missed it, residents who are 60 
or older may enroll at the District tuition-
free. You may have to buy a book or class 
supplies but pay no other fee if there is 
room in the class. It would be worth your 
time to check out their website: www.
WCCCD.edu or call (734) 699-7008 to see 
which classes have room.

***
   Belleville High School is having its 
second-annual Career Day on April 25 from 
8 to 10 a.m. They would like the Juniors 
and Seniors to explore career options and 
learn what it takes to be prepared for and 
successful in the career of their choice.

   If you have been putting off volunteering 
for this event, please consider doing it now. 
It should be very rewarding. Afterwards, 
they will provide an appreciation lunch for 
all attendees in the Media Center. Email 
Pslinger@vanburenschools.net to learn 
more about how you can participate.

***
   Do you have a business item you would 
like to share? Call Janet at (734) 699-9020 
or write to her at jfayemillard@att.net .

One Call Does It All...
...At The Independent

734-699-9020
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Shingle, Flat Roof & Metal Roofs
Removals, Recover & Repair

QUALITY
KEEPING YOU COVERED

$500 OFF
Full Roof Replacement

Expires: 04-30-2024
Residential •• Commercial

Free Estimates
State Licensed
Fully Insured

www.DiversifiedRoofingLLC.com

800-668-1928

we’re open monday–Friday, 8am-6pm

ANIMAL MEDICAL CENTER of VAN BUREN
Scott Driscoll, DVM                    Keri Dasher, DVM

491 Sumpter Road, Belleville, MI 48111
734-699-6510

www.amcvanburen.com

Schedule Your Appointment Today!

Specializing in large and HazardouS removalS

PROFESSIONAL
TREE SERVICE
24 Hr. EmErgEncy SErvicE
TrEE Trimming & rEmoval

STump & SHrubbEry rEmoval
cranE SErvicE  ••   FirEwood

Fully inSurEd  ••   FrEE ESTimaTES
SEnior ciTizEn diScounT

EMERGENCIES & 
BELLEVILLE AREA

Call Joe (734) 664-9285
10% OFF MENTION AD
Call Tom (734) 864-2243

             

HELLO, MY 
NAME IS YUZU!
I believe I am around 2 
years old... I am not exactly 
sure because I came from 
a hoarding situation. There 
were 19 of us rescued. I 
am a little reserved when 
I first meet new people. 
When I get to know you, I 
will start squeaking at you 
for attention. My favorite 
spot to be petted is on the 
head. I would love to go 
into a home with another 
friendly cat, or a cat from 
my group. I am not sure 
how I would be with kids 
or dogs. Perhaps if they 
are older and not too 
energetic, I can learn to 
live with them.

If you would like to 
adopt me, please go to 
friendsofmichigan.org/
adoptable-cats and 
submit an application. I 
am spayed, microchipped, 
vaccinated, and FIV/FeLV 
negative.

Friends of Michigan 
Animals Rescue
51299 Arkona Road
Belleville, MI 48111

734-461-9458
www.friendsofmichigan.orgwww.friendsofmichigan.org

YUZU

Orphan
Of the

Week

Discount StoreDiscount Store
•• Custom Design Custom Design
   Jewelry   Jewelry
•• Repairs Repairs
   on the Spot   on the Spot
•• Watch Watch
   Battery   Battery
   Change   Change
•• Buying Buying
   Gold   Gold

504 504 Main StreetMain Street
Belleville, MI 48111Belleville, MI 48111

734.444.2323734.444.2323
tony@kayrouzejewelry.comtony@kayrouzejewelry.com

504 504 Main StreetMain Street
Belleville, MI 48111Belleville, MI 48111

734.444.2323734.444.2323
tony@kayrouzejewelry.comtony@kayrouzejewelry.com

KAYROUZE
JEWELRY

GWD’S BLIND
WAREHOUSE
“We Bring The Warehouse To You!”

CUSTOM BLINDS, SHADES 
AND VERTICALS

FACTORY DIRECT PRICES
FREE ESTIMATES

Senior & VeteranS DiScountS
Call (313) 303-1299

Photo courtesy of the Van Buren 
Township Communication Department

Van Buren Township police officer Adam 
Byrd, left, recently was promoted to 
sergeant and Mark Abdilla, right, was 
promoted to lieutenant.

The Belleville-Area
Independent Website
is Online! Visit us @ 

bellevilleareaindependent.com

Read The Newspaper 
On The Web!
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QUILT

$5

SHOW

T I C K E T

405 MAIN ST, BELLEVILLE,  MI 48111
FACEBOOK.COM/THEBELLEVILLEAREAMUSEUM

(734) 697-1944AT THE BELLEVILLE AREA MUSEUM

W E S T E R N  W A Y N E  C O U N T Y  Q U I L T I N G  G U I L D  &
T H E  B E L L E V I L L E  A R E A  M U S E U M  P R E S E N T S

Open Friday, March 1st through Thursday, March 28th

Tuesdays: 4pm - 7pm 

Wednesdays - Saturdays: 12 - 4pm

Bed-turning Presentations March 2nd, 16th, and 23rd 

At 1pm, 2pm, and 3pm

Youth Sewing Workshop at the 

Belleville Area District Library  

Saturday, March 9th

$3 WITH STUDENT ID

ANNUAL

vanburen-mi.org/community/belleville_area_museum

FREE CONSULTATION
AND ESTIMATE

Lawn Care 
Snow Removal 
Mulching
Hedge/Tree Trimming

Spring/Fall Clean Up
Garden Bed Install
Hardscaping 
And Much More!

BEST CHIMNEYBEST CHIMNEY
&& MASONRY CO. MASONRY CO.OUR 62OUR 62  ndnd

YEAR!YEAR!
OUR 62OUR 62  ndnd

YEAR!YEAR!

« CHIMNEYS BUILT, REPAIRED & CLEANED
« MASONRY WORK
« SCREENS INSTALLED
« TUCK POINTING
« GUTTERS
« RESIDENTIAL
« COMMERCIAL
« VIOLATIONS
    CORRECTED
« FLEXLINERS
« CERTIFICATIONS
    INSPECTIONS

Licensed & Insured
State Lic # 40800

Family Owned

Workers
Compensation
& General
Liability
to Protect
Homeowner

WE DO
PORCHES

(734) 242-2992
bestchimneyandroofing.com

Since
1962

FREE
Estimates

Accurate Dental Denture Inc.
“Serving the Belleville and Van Buren community for

over 20 years with quality and caring service.”

CROWNS  •  ROOT CANALS  •  EXTRACTIONS  •  FILLINGS
WHITENING  •  BONDING  •  DENTURES (SOFT & FLEXIBLE)

734-697-5477
781 Sumpter Rd. Belleville

(In Belle Plaza)

COMPLETE DENTURE or PARTIAL
WITH COUPON

$54900

HEALTHY KIDS DENTAL
Accepting Blue Cross Complete,

Molina, Wellcare, Meridian & 
Medicaid!

EACH

Call
For

Details

SAME DAY DENTURE REPAIRS
Immediate Dentures and

Flippers Available.

Quality Dentures at
Affordable Prices!

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

NEW PATIENT
SPECIAL

$4999 Includes
Exam, Cleaning

& X-Rays
WITH

COUPON 

34th District Court 
invites public to
‘Meet the Judge’ event 
 

What: The 34th District Court will host a 
Meet the Judge event as part of National 
Judicial Outreach Week.
Who: 
Honorable:Brian A Oakley / Chief Judge
Honorable: Tina Brooks Green
Honorable: Lisa Martin
Magistrate: Al Hindman
When: Wednesday, March 6, from 6 to 
7:30 p.m.
Where: 34th District Courthouse
Why: This event will spotlight the pivotal 
role judges play in preserving the rule of law, 
building public trust, fostering confidence 
in the judicial system, and upholding the 
principles of fairness and impartiality. 
Developed by the American Bar 
Association Judicial Division, National 
Judicial Outreach Week encourages judges 
nationwide to host public engagement 
events such as open houses, town hall 
meetings, or coffee hours in an effort 
to connect with their communities. In 
particular, this engagement is intended to 
reinforce the commitment to the rule of law 
and strengthen the belief that local courts 
are unbiased, as well as serving as a vital 
check on other branches of government. 
   For more information, contact the 34th 
District Court at (734) 941-4463, Ext. 264, 
or Ataylor@34thdistrictcourt-mi.org

Veteran Resource Event 
set Feb. 29 at River
of Life Assembly of God
   The annual Veteran Resource Event is 
set from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Thursday, Feb. 
29, at the River of Life Assembly of God 
church, 16650 Sumpter Rd., Van Buren 
Township.
   Those interested in being a vendor 
are invited to call Chris Brown at (313) 
585-0061. There will be food and other 
resources and services available at this 
event.
   For more information, call the church at 
(734) 699-6700.

Patronize Our 
Advertisers! 
They are the 

ones who give 
you this free 

paper!
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(continued on page 15)

Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice

agents will come to the house and take her 
and bring her back by a circuitous route to 
avoid being followed.
   Moore said the trafficking is “so big, 
massive.”
   A woman in the audience asked, “How 
do we tell? What kind of signs are there? 
What do we do?”
    Faziani said there are different signs and 
she pays close attention to girls who look 
vulnerable and she can tell in 30 seconds 
of watching by seeing their body language 
and face.
   “Don’t go up to the trafficker or the 
person she’s with,” Faziani warned.
   Moore said they work with the hospital 
on those who are overdosing or hurt. She 
said they can’t look you in the eye and it 

Trafficking
(continued from page 3)

is not normal contact. They have few or no 
teeth because of drug use or abuse.
   “We get them teeth,” Moore said. She 
said victims usually have a lot of tattoos 
across the back or the neck, showing she’s 
a piece of someone’s property. One had 
the traffickers name across the back of her 
neck. Also, you can see the victim is not 
speaking for herself.
   “Walking down the street she doesn’t 
look different,” Moore said.
   She said the program has an 
ophthalmologist and gets glasses for those 
who need them. She said a dentist tried to 
pull teeth for one victim, but the novacine 
wouldn’t take hold because of all the heroin 
use. They will have to put her completely 
out to pull the teeth, she said.
   A woman in the audience asked if they 
have tried animal therapy and Faziani said 
they have horse therapy and puppy therapy.
   Moore said labor trafficking is higher 

in the north. The people are out in the 
field working. In front they have regular 
workers in houses and in the back are 
unpaid workers in small trailers.
   A woman asked how you avoid traffickers 
and Moore said after they say, “You’re so 
cute. You can be a model,” you can say, 
“Get out of my face.”
   She said the traffickers watched the 
lawyer for nine months before moving in 
and they knew nobody would miss her.
   A woman asked how to help the children 
and Moore said there are programs for 
girls and in Detroit there is Alternatives for 
Girls and they need more services.
   “I’ve had difficult jobs, but this is the 
hardest job I’ve ever had,” Moore said, 
adding recently a woman they were helping 
left in the middle of the program and went 
back to her old life.
    She said it is important to have staff 
without burnouts because of the difficulty 

of dealing with the women.
   “It’s second-hand trauma,” Faziani said. 
“We give to these women all day and don’t 
have that much left to give when we go 
home. We have to be sure to take care of 
ourselves.”
   Another woman in the audience asked 
how the women get away and Moore said 
the traffickers get arrested, but victims who 
agree to testify are retraumatized on the 
witness stand. One witness was a victim to 
her best friend’s homicide and the trafficker 
was put away.
   “I was arrested because of a situation 
that happened with him,” Faziani said of 
her trafficker, adding an advocate in the 
Monroe Jail helped her with a rehab center 
and hospital.
   Moore said those suspecting trafficking 
can use the national hotline to report 
crazy behavior and if one or two people 
call, that’s how they set up a sting and get 
arrested. She said concerned people should 
not interfere because of the consequences 
to the individual or to themselves.
   She said the program works with law 
enforcement in Washtenaw, Wayne, 
Macomb, and Oakland counties and some 
victims come directly from jail.
   She said there is no accurate count of how 
many traffickers there are.
   She said she recently did a presentation 
in two classes at Bloomfield Hills High 
School and after one class someone said, 
“That was me.” She said after another 
class a student said five doors down from 
her home there are too many people going 
in and out. She said someone called the 
hotline and it turned out to be a trafficking 
ring.
   Another woman in the audience said to 
Faziani that she is beautiful and asked if all 
of those trafficked are as beautiful as she is.
   “I was not this way when I was 
trafficked,” Faziani said. “Now I am 
strong, independent, caring, and loving and 
it comes from inside.”
   A man said he talked with police about 
trafficking and they told him there is a big 
event coming up and a lot of stings are 
being set up at the airport.
   Moore said a trafficking ring was found 
at the Townsend Hotel in Birmingham, 
where many famous people like to stay.
   A Rotary Club member from another 
community asked how Rotary Clubs can 
help her and Moore said they are always 
having fund drives. They like to give gift 
cards to victims so they can buy the clothes 
they want, not what someone else wanted 
them to wear. They come from the jail with 
nothing, she said.
    Also they need coffee with caffeine – lots 
of caffeine -- since they are fighting drug 
use, paper plates, plastic cutlery, and the 
things homes usually use. But they use a 
lot.
   Moore said they have an Amazon Wish 
List that can be used and items can be 
picked out. Moore said Amazon has a 
different address to deliver packages to 
than the fake Novi location.
   Moore said they had a lady 62 years old 
whose abuse started with her father. She 
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Things to do in the
Belleville area...

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS
VEHICLES FOR SALE WANTED

We Work
Monday – Saturday.

734-368-5088
734-545-5195

D.K. JUNK CAR
BUYERS

PAY CASH

ADVANCED H & W
PAYING CASH
Buying Junk Cars & 
Trucks. Free 7 Day 

Pick Up. Call Today!
(734) 223-5581
(517) 605-6388

•  Storm Clean Up
•  Free Estimates
•  Tree Topping & Trimming
•  Tree & Shrub Removal
•  Stump Removal • Bucket Service

Insured & Senior Discounts

50% DISCOUNT IF YOU KEEP WOOD/BRUSH!

BONECUTTERS
TREE EXPERTS, LLC

(734) 431-4202

STORM DAMAGE & 
FALL DISCOUNTS!

YEAR ROUND
SERVICE BY

PROFESSIONALS

Notice to Advertisers:
The Belleville-Area Independent will not be liable 
for failure to publish an ad as requested or for more 
than one incorrect insertion of an advertisement. 
In the event of any error or omission in printing or 
publication of an advertisement, you must notify 
us within five days of publication or on the date of 
insertion, if an ad is scheduled as part of a package, 
so there is time to correct subsequent publications. 
The Independent’s liability shall be limited to an   
adjustment for the cost of the space occupied by the 
error with a maximum liability being cancellation 
of the cost of the first incorrect advertisement or 
republication of the corrected advertisement. Under 
no circumstances shall the Independent be liable for 
consequential damages of any kind.

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE:
   All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair      
Housing Act which makes it illegal to 
advertise "any preference, limitation 
or discrimination based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin, or an intention, to 
make any such preference, limitation 
or discrimination." Familial status 
includes children under the age of 18 
living with parents or legal custodians, 
pregnant women and people securing 
custody of children under 18.
   This newspaper will not knowingly 
accept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. 
The toll-free telephone number for the 
hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

SERVICES

A&L SERVICES
Home Improvement & 

Handyman Service
Painting, Drywall, Carpentry, 

Electrical, Plumbing,
Ceramic Tile, Kitchens & Bath.
Serving Belleville Since 

1995. Call Aaron Schultz 
@ 734-740-0628

plumbing • sewer
drains • handyman
Gutters Cleaned! 
Power Washing!

CALL US!
Local To The

Belleville Area. Call
(313) 740-6276. 

Ask For Bill.

 Will remove 
anything unwanted. 
Please call for an 
estimate or send 

photos to Joe Huziak 
at 1-(313) 510-9742

JOE’S CLEAN UP & OUT 
SERVICE

’89 MUSTANG CONVERTIBLE 
5.0. New top, new radiator & new 
battery. No rust. 70,000 miles. $17,800. 
Interested parties. (734) 325-5352   02/22

------------
2009 BUICK LUCERNE Four Door. 
Like new, inside and out. 136,000 
miles. Full power & air. Kenwood 
stereo. $4,750. (734) 695-0819     03/07

------------
2009 PONTIAC GT G50 HARDTOP 
convertible. 113,000 miles. Like 
new, inside & out. $7,750. Must see.
(734) 695-0819                03/07

------------

20 FT. BAYLINER. Power steering. 
GPS. Has a cover. Sleeps two. Needs 
carb. $2500. (734) 325-5352     02/22

------------

BOAT FOR SALE

FREE BUNNIES to good home. You pick 
up. Call Sharon. (734) 307-6609  02/22

------------

FREE

------------
WANTED – ANY SIZE MEN’S JEANS 
for the homeless. Please drop off at 
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Drive. 
(734) 697-5600                        TFN

------------
WANTED – SMALL CONTAINERS 
of shampoo, toothpaste, etc. to take 
to homeless in Detroit. Drop off at 
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Dr. 
(734) 697-5600                        TFN

------------
CAREGIVER LOOKING for new clients. 
Hours open for discussion. 13 years’ 
experience & references. (734) 740-5532 
or vstalnaker42@gmail.com       02/22

------------

------------
LARRY’S HANDYMAN SERVICE. 
No job too small. Interior/exterior 
painting, hang wallpaper, powerwashing 
& carpentry. (618) 267-7774        04/04

------------
I N T E R I O R / E X T E R I O R 
MAINTENANCE. Painting, roof 
leaks, cleaning & gutter repair, 
landscape maintenance & power 
washing.  (734) 796-3628          03/07

------------

“Government’s view of the economy 
could be summed up in a few short 

phrases: If it moves, tax it. If it keeps 
moving, regulate it. And if it stops

moving, subsidize it..”
– Ronald Reagan

   • Thursday, Feb. 22 – “Detroit’s City 
Walls Program: Highlighting African 
American History through Outdoor Murals” 
at 7 p.m. at the Belleville Area District 
Library. Detroit journalist and historian 
Ken Coleman will talk on Detroit’s City 
Walls program.
   • Friday, Feb. 23 -- St. Aloysius Lenten 
Fish Fry Cod Dinner, 4:30-7 p.m. Curbside 
pickup (313) 439-0864. Credit and debit 
cards accepted. Baked or fried, $14; kids 
meals, $8; pizza, $6. Church is at 37200 
Neville St., Romulus.
   • Friday, Feb. 23 – Tacos & Margaritas 
from 5 to 7 p.m. at the Pvt. James D. 
Donovan/Romulus VFW Post 78, 39270 
W. Huron River Dr., Romulus (734) 941-
3030. All proceeds go to the building fund.
   • Saturday, Feb. 24 – Van Buren Public 
Schools Education Foundation fund raiser 
starting at 6 p.m. at the Belleville Yacht 
Club, 831 E. Huron River Dr. The “Winter 
Wonder Celebration” includes dinner, 
drinks, dancing, and gaming. Tickets and 
sponsorships available at: https://bit.ly/
VBPSEFWINTER2024 .
   • Tuesday, Feb. 27 – Election Day. 
Presidential Primary Election from 7 a.m. 
to 8 p.m. in your precinct. See local clerk 
for more information.
   • Tuesday, Feb. 27 – “Midnight: Detroit 
& The Underground Railroad” at 6:30 p.m. 
at the Belleville Area District Library. Billy 
Winkel, assistant curator at the Detroit 
Historical Society, will present Detroit’s 
role in the Underground Railway.
   • Tuesday, Feb. 27 – The Belleville 
Seventh-day Adventist Church invites the 
public to a free stop-smoking program 
that has helped thousands to kick the 
habit and breathe free. The first session of 
Breathefree2 is at 7 p.m. in Cozaad Room A 
at the Belleville Area District Library.
   • Friday, March 1 -- St. Aloysius Lenten 
Fish Fry Cod Dinner, 4:30-7 p.m. Curbside 

pickup (313) 439-0864. Credit and debit 
cards accepted. Baked or fried, $14; kids 
meals, $8; pizza, $6. Church is at 37200 
Neville St., Romulus.
   • Saturday, March 2 – Find your next 
great read with the help of the Belleville 
Area District Library. Join the 3:30 p.m. 
hands-on workshop at the Sumpter Media 
Center and learn how to use Novelist 
Plus, an online tool made available by the 
Michigan Library. Search for fiction and 

non-fiction by genre, topic, mood, and 
more. You can even search for author, title, 
and series read-alikes.
   • Saturday, March 2 – Soup & Sandwich 
Supper, $10, from 4-6 p.m. at the Pvt. James 
D. Donovan/Romulus VFW Post 78, 39270 
W. Huron River Dr., Romulus, (734) 941-
3030. Proceeds go to the building fund.
   • Wednesday, March 6 – The public is 
invited to Meet the Judge at the 34th District 
Courthouse in Romulus from 6 to 7:30 p.m. 

Hosting the event are Chief Judge Brian 
Oakley, Judges Tina Brooks Green and 
Lisa Martin, and Magistrate Al Hindman.
   • Thursday, March 7, to Saturday, March 
9 – FIRST in Michigan district competition 
at Belleville High School, presented by 
the Belleville Yacht Club. About 40 teams 
expected including the Belleville High 
School team, the Bellevillains. Open to the 
public without charge.
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SERVICES

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN  
BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 

PUBLIC HEARING 
 

Notice is hereby given that the Charter Township of Van Buren Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) will hold a 
public hearing on Tuesday, March 12, 2024 at 7:00 p.m., at the Van Buren Township Hall, 46425 Tyler Road, 
Van Buren Township, MI 48111. The BZA will meet to consider the following request: 
 
Case # 23-074- Request for a dimensional variance by Arbor Farms Development to construct fifty-seven 
(57) detached single family residential dwellings which will be set back greater than or equal to 30.0 feet 
from the back of curb of an existing private road, and greater than or equal to 12.0 feet from the front lot 
line. The subject 13.1-acre property will encompass current parcels 83 043 01 0207-0212 000 and 83 043 
01 0219-0232 000, located north of the Hickory Woods Condominiums on the north side of Tyler Road 
between Morton Taylor Road and Parkwood Street. The property is zoned RM - Multiple Dwelling 
Residential District. The request is contrary to the requirements of Section 3.107(E) of the Zoning Ordinance 
as described below:  
 
Section 3.107 (E) –  RM - Multiple Dwelling 
Residential District– Dimension Regulations: 

• Minimum required front yard setback 
for detached single family residential 
dwellings in the RM District: 30.0 feet 

• Proposed front yard setback: 12.0 feet 
• Variance requested: 18.0 feet (60.0%) 

Members of the public may participate in the 
meeting electronically per guidance provided by the Wayne County Local Public 
Health Department for meetings of governmental bodies held under public act 
228 of 2020, effective January 1, 2022. Members of the public may access the 
agenda materials via the Township website – www.vanburen-mi.org by March 
11, 2024. On the meeting webpage, members of the public will also gain access 
to means of participating in the electronic meeting. On the agenda for the 
meeting, a unique Zoom weblink and dial-in phone number with a meeting ID for 
meeting videoconference or teleconference access will be provided. The meeting 
will be available to view live on the Van Buren Township YouTube Channel. Closed 
captioning will be available after YouTube fully renders meeting video.  
 
A complete procedure for public comment by electronic means is provided on a 
guide which is accessible on the Van Buren Township website (www.vanburen-
mi.org). Participants may also choose to submit written comments that will be 
read into record during public comment by the Chairperson. Submit any written 
comments or questions about the meeting via e-mail to dpower@vanburen-
mi.org.  
 
To comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), any citizen requesting 
accommodation to attend a meeting, and/or to obtain this notice in alternate 
formats, please contact the Clerk’s Office at 734.699.8900 extension 9205.  
 
Posted: February 19, 2024 
Published: February 22, 2024 
 

Private Road

30’ prop. road 
setback

60’ wide road right of 
way (ROW)

12’ prop. 
setback

30’ req. 
setback

Tyler Road

Proposed 
Hickory 
Woods 
Detached 
Unit 
Development

Location

Existing
Hickory 
Woods 
Development

Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice

came to Sanctum House at age 61, but her 
addiction overcame her and they “lost her.”
   “Sometimes the journey’s too hard and 
it’s easier to run,” Moore said.
   Belleville Rotarian Keith Bruder said 
they talk about all the money the traffickers 
make and he asked how much money are 
they talking about.
   Faziani said it could be $60 for 15 
minutes, $100 for half an hour, $1,000 for 

Trafficking
(continued from page 13)

two hours, or $1,000 or more for the night. 
It all depends on how long they’ve been 
trafficked. She said the ones that have been 
used the longest, get less because of their 
conditions. She said to remember they 
have eight to ten women to traffic at once, 
so it quickly adds up.
   The hot line to give information or to 
ask for information is 888-3737-888 . 
The website for Sanctum House is www.
sanctumhouse.org .

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   Eric James Comstock, 34, of Van Buren 
Township was arraigned while in custody 
at Van Buren Township Police Department 
on Feb. 14 on four charges of criminal 
sexual contact-first degree (relationship) 

Court Watching:

Eric Comstock to face four criminal 
sexual conduct charges Feb. 28

on Feb. 8 in Van Buren Township.
   34th District Court Magistrate Al Hindman 
set cash bond of $100,000 and scheduled 
his probable cause conference for Feb. 28. 
He is to have no contact with the victim 
and is not to be released without a GPS 
tether.

Richard Louis Hollie
   Richard Louis Hollie of Detroit is 
charged with retail fraud-first degree 
from an incident in Van Buren Township 
on Sept. 4, 2022. He was scheduled for 
a preliminary exam on Oct. 12, 2022 but 
that was changed and a probable cause 
conference was scheduled for Oct. 19, 
2022. He failed to appear and so a bench 
warrant was issued. He was scheduled for 
a Dec. 21, 2022 show-cause hearing for 
bond, but he failed to appear. An order 
forfeiting bail bond was generated. He had 
posted $500 for bond of $5,000/10%.

Jamar Jermaine Hamlet
   Jamar Jermaine Hamlet, 39, of Van Buren 
Township was in custody and arraigned by 
video from the Van Buren Township police 
lockup by Judge Oakley on Oct. 14, 2022. 
Charges were assault with a dangerous 
weapon (felonious assault) and domestic 
violence (a misdemeanor) in Van Buren 
Township on Oct. 11. Personal bond was 
set for $1,000 and he is to have no contact 
with the victim and is not to be released 
without a GPS tether. His arraignment / 
probable cause conference was set for Oct. 
26.
   On Oct. 26, his preliminary exam was 
set for Nov. 30, 2022. His attorney asked 
that he be allowed to return to his home 
on Ponderosa Trail because the victim no 
longer lives there. Hamlet also asked that 
his GPS tether be removed because it hurts 
his leg. The prosecutor pointed out this is 
a habitual third offense with a weapon and 
the presence of the victim is not verified.
   Judge Oakley said he would allow 
Hamlet to go home and if the victim is 
there he can’t be there. Also, he left the 
tether in place and said he was sorry it’s 
uncomfortable, but necessary.
   On Nov. 30, 2022 the exam was held 
and the charges were dismissed by Judge 
Oakley. The tether was removed.

Daquan Malik Baker
   Daquan Malik Baker, 21, of Detroit, was 
charged with assault with intent to do great 
bodily harm less than murder and domestic 
violence on Sept. 28, 2022 in Van Buren 
Township. He was arraigned on Sept. 29, 
2022 and his bond set at $5,000/10% and 
he must not return to an apartment on 
Denton Road and must not be released 
without a GPS tether. His probable cause 
conference was set for Oct. 12, 2022. On 
Oct. 12 his attorney Marc Hart said he 
needed discovery and the probable cause 
conference was set for Oct. 26, 2022 and 
then changed to Nov. 9, 2022 at Hart’s 
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Court Watching
(continued from page 15)

(continued on page 17)

Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice

2024 MARCH
BOARD OF REVIEW

 
NOTICE TO THE TAXPAYERS AND PROPERTY 

OWNERS OF VAN BUREN CHARTER TOWNSHIP

The BOARD OF REVIEW of the Charter Township of Van Buren will be held 
on the following dates:

March 5th, Tuesday
2:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.

(Organizational Meeting)
No Appeals Heard at this Meeting

March 11th, Monday
1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.; 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

March 13th, Wednesday
9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.; 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

REVIEW IN PERSON IS BY APPOINTMENT ONLY

Taxpayers/Property Owners may appeal by making an 
appointment to appear before the Board of Review OR by letter 
appeal (personal appearance is not required).

Letters of appeal must be received by noon MARCH 13, 
2024.

Appointments to appeal in person may be scheduled by 
calling the Assessing Office at 734-699-8946 between 
7:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. by MARCH 5, 2024.

The tentative ratios and the estimated multipliers for each class of real 
property and personal property for 2024 are as follows:

Leon Wright
Van Buren Charter Township

Publish:  Thursday, February 15, 2024
Thursday, February 22, 2024
Thursday, February 29, 2024

Agricultural              44.86%    1.1146
Commercial             48.08%    1.0399
Industrial             47.24%    1.0584
Residential             47.24%    1.0584
Personal Property        50.00%    1.0000

They’re reading the Independent
Everywhere

   Reading the Independent in Key Largo, Florida, while vacationing on Feb. 12 are 
these Belleville-area residents. From left are Sheralee Renton, Don Soja, Fritz 
Martin, Jona Ramey, Rona Nowak, and Ron Ramey.
   You, too, are invited to submit a photo of you reading the Independent in an exotic 
location. Please include the name and address of the person you wish to get the free 
subscription when it is printed. Include your phone number if you want us to let you 
know just before goes in the paper. A person may use this offer to get a total of two 
free subscriptions – and no more.
   If you aren’t going to an exotic location, just send us $55 for postage to an address inside 
Michigan or $60 out of state, and we’ll provide mail delivery of the Independent so you won’t 
miss a single, exciting issue.

request. The preliminary exam was set for 
Dec. 13, 2022 and at that time the charges 
were dismissed on a motion by the defense. 
Tether removed. Case closed.

Jeffery Alan Stoops
   Jeffery Alan Stoops, 45, of Ypsilanti was 
video-arraigned while in custody at the Van 
Buren Township police department on a 
bench warrant on Aug. 17, 2023 on a charge 
of interfering with police on Aug. 31, 2022 
in Van Buren Township. He was in custody 
on Aug. 17 for a bench warrant arraignment 
and he asked to speak to an attorney. On 
Aug. 22, 2023 a warrant was re-issued for 
his arrest for failure to appear again.

Jeremy Todd Stoops
   Jeremy Todd Stoops, 44, of Ypsilanti 
who was in custody in the Van Buren 
Township police lockup, was arraigned by 
video by Judge Martin on Oct. 18, 2022 for 
interfering with police on Oct. 18, 2022. He 
also was arraigned on a bench warrant for 
driving while license suspended on Dec. 
18, 2020, both in Van Buren Township. 
Personal bonds of $5,000 and $1,000 were 
set and the pretrials set for Nov. 3, 2022. 
He missed the hearings and the post office 
said it was unable to deliver his mail from 
the court. A show cause hearing was set 
for April 6, 2023 and he failed to appear. A 
bench warrant was issued.
   On Aug. 17, 2023 he was video-arraigned 
while in custody on a bench warrant at Van 
Buren Township police department. His in-
person pretrial was set for Sept. 21 but he 
failed to appear, so another bench warrant 

was issued.
Shirley Ann Stoops

   Shirley Ann Stoops of Ypsilanti was 
arraigned by Judge Martin on Oct. 18, 
2022 for possession of methamphetamine / 
Ecstasy on Oct. 18 in Van Buren Township. 
She was arraigned via video while in 
custody at the Van Buren Township police 
lockup. Bond was set at $5,000/10% and 
she cannot return to an address on the North 
I-94 Service Drive. Her probable cause 
conference set for Oct. 26, 2022.
   On Oct. 26, 2022 her attorney said Stoops 
was struggling with addiction and would 
like to be released to a treatment center. 
Judge Oakley told the attorney to find her a 
bed and he would approve her transfer from 
the jail. The probable cause conference was 
adjourned until Nov. 9, 2022.
   On Nov. 2, 2022 attorney Vanessa 
Hamilton said her client wasn’t able to get 
treatment in the first place Judge Oakley 
signed for but she does have a new place. 
Hamilton asked for a revised order signed 
and Judge Green said she’s sure that won’t 
be a problem because Judge Oakley just 
wants her to get treatment.
   On Nov. 9, 2022 she was still in the Wayne 
County Jail and her preliminary exam was 
set for Dec. 14. On Dec. 14 she pled guilty 
before Judge Green and was fined $500 and 
her sentence was delayed for six months 
and then will be dismissed if the fine is paid.

Darick Golden, Jr.
   Darick Golden, Jr., 34, of Sumpter 
Township was charged with aggravated 
assault and assault & battery on June 
11, 2021 in Sumpter Township. At his 
final pretrial on Oct. 19, the charges were 
dismissed without prejudice because the 

complaining victim failed to appear.
   Judge Oakley reminded Golden that 
he missed a payment to the court in his 
malicious destruction of property case.

Bennett Russell Smith
   Bennett Russell Smith, 50, of Sumpter 
Township was due for his arraignment/
probable cause conference on Oct. 26, 
2022 but he failed to appear. He is charged 
with assaulting, resisting, obstructing a 
police officer on Aug. 27, 2022 in Sumpter 
Township. He failed to appear but a 
probable cause conference was set for Nov. 
2, 2022.
   On Nov. 2, 2022 attorney Vanessa 
Hamilton said she didn’t have digital 
discovery and so Judge Green adjourned 

the case for one week to Nov 9. Assistant 
Wayne County Prosecutor Bryn Bailey said 
she had a proposal to lower the charge to 
“attempt” and so this will give them all time 
to discuss this.
   On Nov. 9, 2022 his preliminary exam 
was set for Dec. 14. At the exam he pled 
guilty to a reduced charge of “attempted” 
and Judge Green fined him $400 and the 
sentence will be dismissed in six months if 
there are no further problems and if the fine 
is completely paid.

Devontae Raevon Powell
   Devontae Raevon Powell, 26, of Grand 
Blanc and previously of Van Buren 
Township, is charged with assault and 
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The tentative ratios and the estimated multipliers for each class of real 
property and personal property for 2024 are as follows: 
   Commercial 47.66%  1.049 
   Industrial 49.19%  1.016 
   Residential 43.72%  1.143 

City of Belleville Public Notice

POLICE VEHICLE AUCTION

Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice

On February 28th, 2024, the Van Buren Township Police Department will conduct a public 
auction of impounded and abandoned vehicles. The auction will begin at 10:30am, at               
J&T Towing and Storage, 287 Industrial Dr. Belleville MI, County of Wayne, where the 
following will be offered for sale to the highest bidder. 
 

2009 DODGE SW 2D8HN541X9R519260 23-12815 
2022 PRATT TL 1P9UT1419NN343116 23-12511 
2002 SATURN 4D 1G8ZH52832Z130766 23-12746 
2009 FORD 4D 1FAHP34N59W231742 23-12712 
2003 FORD PU 1FTYR10U93PB47303 23-12815 
2003 CHEVROLET PU 1GCHK23U43F203188 23-13271 
2010 CHEVROLET 4D 2G1WB5EK6A1179638 23-13267 
2008 FORD 4D 1FAHP35N48W295400 23-13454 
2008 JEEP SW 1J8GR48K98C144201 23-13384 
2009 CHEVROLET 4D 1G1ZG57B39F257048 24-1162 
2007 VOLKSWGN 2D 3VWEG71K17M133106 23-13516 
2010 MAZDA 4D JM1BL1SF0A1236280 23-13704 
2010 FORD SW 2FMDK3JC6ABA08959 23-13137 

 
At 11:30am, the auction will move to Great Lakes Towing and storage, 42350 Van Born Rd. 
Belleville MI, County of Wayne, where the following vehicles, are offered for sale to the highest 
bidder. 
 

2001 DODGE PU 3B7HF13Y61G737306 24-1348 
2006 FORD 4D 3FAFP07Z86R202335 24-629 
2003 FORD 2D 1FAFP44443F400550 24-1239 
2007 FORD 4D 1FAFP34N27W190748 24-10 
2007 MERCURY 4D 3MEHM08Z87R635003 23-118 
2010 FORD 4D 3FAHP0HA4AR247475 23-10040 
2004 CHEVROLET 4D 1G1JH52FX47268863 22-7381 
2001 CADILLAC 4D 1G6KY54911U132866 23-7578 

 
All vehicles are sold in “as is condition.”  Bidding on all impounded vehicles will start at the 
amount due for towing and storage. Vehicles may be deleted from this list at any time prior to 
the start of the auction. 
 
Leon Wright MMC, CMMC., Van Buren Township Clerk,  
Published: February 22nd, 2024 

battery on Nov. 6, 2019 in Van Buren 
Township. He was arraigned on a bench 
warrant on April 4, 2022 and released on 
personal bond. He failed to appear for his 
June 23, 2022 court date and a warrant was 
signed.  His pretrial was set for Oct. 26, 
2022 and because his newly hired attorney 
was not present, his pretrial was adjourned 
for a week, to Nov. 2. On Oct. 31, 2022 
the defendant called to ask for discovery 
because he was going to defend himself. 
On Nov. 2, 2022 he failed to appear and a 
bench warrant was issued.
   On Dec. 6 he called in and the warrant 

was canceled. A remote pretrial was set for 
Dec. 21. At that time a final pretrial where 
the victim must appear was set for Jan. 4, 
2023. Also, discovery was requested.
   On Jan. 4, the complainant did not appear 
so the charge was dismissed.

Simon Okechukwu Obi, Jr.
   Simon Okechukwu Obi, Jr., of Westland 
was arraigned Oct. 28, 2022 on a bench 
warrant while in custody at Van Buren 
Township after failing to appear for a 
previous court session on a charge of fleeing 
police in a vehicle on Jan. 25, 2022 in Van 
Buren Township. Judge Martin set bond at 
$5,000/10% and scheduled the probable 
cause conference for Nov. 9, 2022. On Nov. 
9 a fill-in for the defense attorney said the 

discovery was sent, but the attorney was in 
trial and needed more time. The probable 
cause conference was adjourned to Nov. 
23 and then to Nov. 30. On Nov. 30, the 
court got a call that both the attorney and 
the defendant would be about an hour late. 
The live preliminary exam was set for Jan. 
11, 2023.
   On Jan. 11 the charge was dismissed 
because of insufficient evidence.

Lakiya Lanette Brookins
   Lakiya Lanette Brookins of Canton is 
charged with assault or assault and battery 
on Sept. 6, 2022 in Van Buren Township. 
She was scheduled to be arraigned on Oct. 
5, 2022 and her show cause hearing was set 
for Nov. 2, 2022. She failed to appear and 
so a bench warrant was issued for her arrest.

Amanda Ashlee Bias
   Amanda Ashlee Bias of Westland was 
present by zoom for her arraignment/
probable cause conference on Nov. 2, 2022 
on charges of illegal sale of a financial 
transaction device, embezzlement, and 
larceny on Nov. 16, 2020 in Sumpter 
Township. Her attorney needed discovery 
so her probable cause conference was set 
for Nov. 16, 2022. Then, a live exam was 
set for Dec. 28, 2022.
   On Dec. 28 a settlement offer was signed 
with the defendant pleading guilty to 
larceny less than $200, the third charge, 
with the others dismissed. There would be 
12 months of probation, $363 restitution, 
and $825 in fees to the court. She also is 

to have no contact with Little Town Liquor 
Store, where she was an employee and took 
less than $200.
   Her defense attorney said she is a single 
mother of five now working at McDonald’s 
and hoped to pay the amount owed in the 
time allotted.

Jodi Marie McWhirter
   Jodi Marie McWhirter of Van Buren 
Township was charged with operating 
while intoxicated and carrying a concealed 
weapon under the influence on Aug. 22, 
2022 in the city of Belleville. At her remote 
pretrial on Nov. 2, 2022 the charges were 
dismissed without prejudice.
   Defense attorney Royce Nunley said 
there was no police report, no anything, 
no evidence. Judge Green said it could be 
set for trial but, “I don’t know how they 
can prove anything without evidence.”   
Prosecutor Bryn Bailey said her office does 
not prosecute on tickets. She said it could 
be refiled.
   On Dec. 20, 2023 the charges were refiled 
and the arraignment/pretrial was set for Jan. 
10, and the pretrial for Jan. 17.
   On Jan. 17, she pled guilty to carrying 
a concealed weapon while intoxicated 
and a reduced charge of operating while 
visibly impaired by alcohol and the open 
intoxicant charge was dismissed. She was 
turned over to the probation department for 
recommended sentencing. Sentencing will 
be March 4.
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Sumpter Township
Police Dispatch Log

(Continued on page 19)

Van Buren Township
Police Dispatch Log

Belleville Police
Dispatch Log

Sunday, Feb. 11:
   xxxx – repossession, S. Biggs St.
   0845 – property check, Horizon Park, High St.
   0847 – property check, Fourth St.
   0852 – property check, Doane’s Landing, Liberty N. 
& Belleville Rd.
   0854 – traffic stop, Belleville Rd./Quirk Rd.
   0908 – traffic stop, Belleville Rd./Quirk Rd.
   0930 – misc. complaint, Main St./High St.
   0946 – property check, W. Columbia Ave.
   0958 – property check, Village Park
   1001 – property check, Sumpter Rd.
   1005 – property check, Sumpter Rd.
   1018 – property check, Sumpter Rd.
   1128 – leaving the scene of a property damage 
accident, High St./Edison St.
   1618 – traffic stop, Main St./Second St.
   1922 – juvenile complaint, Owen St.
   1934 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, W. 
Columbia Ave.
   2015 – traffic stop, W. Columbia Ave./Church St.
   2050 – traffic stop, Water Works
   2111 – property check, W. Columbia Ave.
   2144 – traffic stop, Main St./Third St.
   2329 – assist fire dept., Sumpter Rd.
Monday, Feb. 12:
   0100 – traffic stop, Savage Rd./Victorian Ln.
   0229 – assist fire dept., Estrada Dr.
   0721 – private property/property damage accident, 
W. Columbia Ave.
   0839 – suicidal person, Belle Villa Blvd.
   0909 – intrusion alarm, E. Columbia Ave.
   1124 – background investigation, Main St.
   1306 – property check, Grace Baptist Church, Roys 
St.
   1309 – property check, Belleville First United 
Methodist Church, Church St.
   1312 – follow up by officer, W. Columbia Ave.
   1649 – property check, S. Edgemont St.
   1658 – property check, Savage Rd.
   1711 – neighbor trouble, Henry St.
   1910 – welfare check, N. Liberty St.
   2306 – noise complaint, Carmell St.
   2312 – noise complaint, Carmell St.
Tuesday, Feb. 13:
   0057 – property check, W. Columbia Ave.
   1147 – property check, Liberty Gospel Church, 
Liberty N.
   1155 – property check, Harbour Pointe Sub.
   1211 – threat, W. Columbia Ave.
   1720 – property check, Main St.
   1826 – property check, Main St.
   1943 – traffic stop, Belleville Rd./Quirk Rd.
   2131 – property check, Main St.
   2348 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, N. 
Liberty St.
Wednesday, Feb. 14:
   0030 – intrusion alarm, Owen St.
   0132 – property check, Hull Rd.
   1123 – malicious destruction, Henry St.
   1215 – parking complaint, E. Huron River Dr.
   1233 – threat, Main St.
   1348 – animal complaint, Carmell St.
   1614 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, E. 
Columbia Ave.
   2240 – assist fire dept., Belle Villa Blvd.
   2343 – sexual assault, N. Liberty St.
Thursday, Feb 15:
   0139 – property check, Hull Rd.

There were 250 dispatch calls reported by Van Buren 
Township police last week including the following.
Sunday, Feb. 11:
   0252 – civil matter, N. Woodbury Dr.
   0707 – intrusion alarm, Belleville Rd.
   0949 – welfare check, Ecorse Rd.
   0955 – intrusion alarm, Hannan Rd.
   1121 – assist other dept., Kirkridge Park Dr.
   1121 – assist other dept., Peninsular Dr.
   1306 – 911 welfare check, N. I-94 Service Dr./
Belleville Rd.
   1633 – animal complaint, Hardwood Dr.
   1807 – neighbor trouble, Riggs Rd.
   2152 – warrant arrest, Main/Third
   2353 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Belleville Rd./Westlake Cir.
Monday, Feb. 12:
   0034 – retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
   0357 – property check, Sumpter Rd.
   0438 – noise complaint, Rose Blvd.
   xxxx – assist other dept., E. I-94/Rawsonville I-94 
ramp E.
   0840 – assist other dept., Belle Villa
   0910 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Tyler Rd./N. I-275
   1053 – warrant arrest, Outer Dr.
   1109 – mental subject, Fret Rd.
   xxxx – repossession, Dover Ct.
   1254 – welfare check, Mulberry
   1306 – fraud, Sawgrass Ct.
   1430 – intrusion alarm, Rawsonville Rd.
   1459 – property damage accident, Hannan/Ecorse
   1505 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Denton/bridge
   xxxx – issue gun permit, Tyler Rd.
   1737 – property damage accident, Rawsonville 
Rd./W. Huron River Dr.
   xxxx – 911 welfare check, Belleville Rd.
   1843 – neighbor trouble, Parkwood Dr.
   1944 – animal complaint, Tyler Rd.
   1940 – assist fire dept., Oak Blvd.
   2019 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Belleville Rd.
   1959 – property damage accident, Haggerty Rd.
   2051 – welfare check, Kirkridge Park Dr.
   2209 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd./N. 
I-94 Service Dr.
   2233 – noise complaint, Parkwood Dr.
Tuesday, Feb. 13:
   0224 – intrusion alarm, Belleville Rd.
   0249 – welfare check, Oak Blvd.
   0801 – private property/property damage accident, 
Belleville Rd.
   0824 – misc. complaint, Victoria St.
   0852 – private property/property damage accident, 
Belleville Rd.
   1018 – hospice death, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1258 – animal complaint, Outer Dr.
   1315 – threat, Independence Ln.
   1318 – assist other dept. Outer Dr.
   1436 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, S. 
Ponderosa Trl.
   1833 – civil matter, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1832 – property damage accident, Ecorse Rd. / 
Belleville Rd.
   1845 – assault & battery, Wheeler St.
   1937 – assist citizen, Michigan Ave.
   2009 – retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
   2029 – civil matter, Riggs Rd.
   2125 – intrusion alarm, Belleville Rd.
   2147 – welfare check, Denton Rd.
   2213 – noise complaint, Vernon St.
   2344 – property check, Greenbriar
Wednesday, Feb. 14:
   xxxx – repossession, Village Green Ln.
   0903 – fraud, Martinsville Rd.
   1009 – assist other dept., Park Estates Dr.
   1127 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd./N. 
I-94 Service Dr.
   1156 – welfare check, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   xxxx – intrusion alarm, Country Walk Blvd.
   1133 – background investigation, Mom’s Dr.
   1156 – civil matter, Haggerty Rd.
   1206 – welfare check, Holly Ln.
   1358 – assist fire dept., Lighthouse Dr.
   1511 – private property impound, Belleville Rd.
   1512 – civil matter, Riggs Rd.
   xxxx – repossession, Denton Rd.

   1612 – vehicle lockout, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1631 – private property/property damage accident, 
S. I-94 Service Dr.
   xxxx – repossession, Lacy Dr.
   2126 – welfare check, W. I-94/rest area
   2301 – animal complaint, Belleville/Ecorse
Thursday, Feb. 15:
   0108 – noise complaint, Denton Rd.
   0152 – noise complaint, Rose Blvd.
   0500 – property check, Belleville Rd.
   0653 – 911 welfare check, Belleville Rd.
   0725 – motorist assist, Belleville Rd./Tyler Rd.
   0905 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
McBride Ave.
   xxxx – civil matter, Mitchell Dr.
   1015 – mental subject, Outer Dr.
   1054 – property damage accident, Belleville/Tyler
   1105 – property damage accident, Haggerty Rd. / E. 
Huron River Dr.
   1320 – 911 welfare check, Outer Dr.
   1151 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Cape Condos
   1226 – property damage accident, Robson Rd. / 
Marlowe Ave.
   1239 – assist other dept., Belle Pointe Dr.
   1354 – fraud, Rawsonville Rd.
   1423 – private property/property damage accident, 
Ecorse Rd.
   1431 – welfare check, Belleville Rd.
   1434 – private property/property damage accident, 
Belleville Rd.
   1645 – fraud, Ecorse Rd.
   1500 – animal complaint, Tyler Rd./Quirk Rd.
   1521 – assist other dept., N. I-94 Service Dr.
   1644 – property damage accident, Haggerty/Ecorse
   1851 – malicious destruction of property, Parkwood 
Dr.
   1922 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Vernon St.
   1948 – unauthorized driving away of auto, N. I-94 
Service Dr.
   2036 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Park Estates
   2137 – welfare check, Oak Ln.
   2213 – assist other dept., Van Buren St.
Friday, Feb. 16:
   0336 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Denton Rd.
   0358 – traffic offense, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   0634 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Denton Rd.
   0912 – larceny from auto, Vernon St.
   1048 – assist fire dept., Hannan Rd.
   1517 – animal complaint, Denton Rd./S. I-94 
Service Dr.
   1555 – 911 welfare check, Westlake Cir.
   1641 – property damage accident, S. I-94 Service 
Dr./Water’s Edge Ln.
   1718 – welfare check, Oak Ln.
   1943 – domestic, Oak Ln.
   2100 – welfare check, Ecorse Rd./Belleville Rd.
   2216 – assist other dept., Old Michigan
   2245 – welfare check, S. I-94 Service Dr.
Saturday, Feb. 17:
   0153 – 911 welfare check, Parkwood Dr.
   0159 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Ashbury Dr.
   0355 – intrusion alarm, Haggerty Rd.
   0729 – intrusion alarm, Tyler Rd.
   0755 – intrusion alarm, Rawsonville Rd.
   0832 – fraud, Peninsular Dr.
   0913 – found property/child, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1019 – intrusion alarm, Parkwood Dr.
   1058 – property damage accident, Rawsonville Rd.
   1133 – civil matter, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1230 – welfare check, Brandi Dr.
   1248 – warrant arrest, Michigan
   1247 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Belleville Rd.
   1445 – traffic offense, Martz Rd.
   1457 – 911 welfare check, Richard Run Dr.
   1510 – suspicions person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Hull Rd./Sumpter Rd.
   1510 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Ecorse Rd.
   1544 – domestic, Outer Dr.
   1648 – leaving the scene of a property damage 
accident, Hull Rd.
   1647 – private property/property damage accident, 
Belleville Rd.
   1701 – intrusion alarm, Belleville Rd.
   1708 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Belleville Rd.

   1731 – threat, S. Sunset Ln.
   1810 – disorderly, Water’s Edge Ln.
   1859 – property damage accident, Haggerty Rd. / 
Woodbury Dr.
   xxxx – fraud, Belleville Rd.
   2000 – private property/property damage accident, 
Belleville Rd.
   2204 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Stanley Rd.
   2208 – domestic, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   2219 – intrusion alarm, Ecorse Rd.
   2232 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Martz Rd.
   2244 – welfare check, Victoria St.
   2245 – assist fire dept., Capitol Dr.
   2258 – intrusion alarm, S. I-94 Service Dr.
Also, on this week’s log are 98 traffic stops, 21 of 
which were on the I-94 and I-275 freeways.

Sunday, Feb. 11:
   0020 – 911 hang up, 18000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   0138 – fire dept. assist, Birch Dr.
   0943 – fire dept. assist, 43000 bl. Willis Ct.
   1114 – family trouble, Indiana St.
   1334 – suspicious circumstances, Second St.
   1545 – suspicious person, 8600 bl. Rawsonville
   1615 – welfare check, Hampshire Dr.
   1714 – civil matter, 17000 bl. Lohr Rd.
   1758 – follow-up investigations, 25000 bl. Elwell
   1817 – fire dept. assist, 26000 bl. Elwell Rd.
   1823 – 911 hang up, 46000 bl. Harris Rd.
   1848 – 911 hang up, 22000 bl. Elwell Rd.
   1855 – fire dept. assist, Wayside Dr.
   1908 – welfare check, 8200 Oakville Waltz Rd.
   2113 – alarm, 19000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   2120 – mental health call, Carriage Ln.   
Monday, Feb. 12:
   1207 – 911 hang up, 29000 bl. Martinsville Rd.
   1309 – 911 hangup, Oregon St./Florida St.
   1508 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1734 -- citizen assist, 10000 bl. Rawsonville Rd.
   1812 – neighbor dispute, 18000 bl. Elwell Rd.
   1853 – suspicious vehicle, 10000 bl. Rawsonville
   2049 – suspicious vehicle, Colorado St.
   2108 – motorist assist, Oakville Waltz/Clark
   2227 – suspicious circumstances, 19000 bl. Crandell 
Ct.
   2332 – animal complaint, 50000 bl. Judd Rd.
Tuesday, Feb. 13:
   1026 – animal complaint, 19000 bl. Martinsville
   1130 – fire dept. assist, 23000 bl. Haggerty Rd.
   1238 – suspicious circumstances, 50000 bl. Wear
   1302 – citizen assist, 28000 bl. Clark Rd.
   1304 – juvenile matter, 19000 bl. Crandell Ave.
   1324 – citizen assist, 19000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1358 – welfare check, 44000 bl. Clay Rd.
   1454 – assist other agency, 25000 bl. Karr Rd.

   0314 – property check, E. Columbia Ave.
   0329 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Oxford Ct.
   0820 – misc. complaint, E. Thornhill Ct./Victorian 
Ln.
   1052 – threat, Owen St.
   xxxx – property damage accident, W. Columbia 
Ave./Sumpter Rd.
   1106 – property damage accident, E. Huron River 
Dr./N. Liberty St.
   1416 – property check, N. Liberty St.
   1424 – mental subject, N. Liberty St.
   1600 – misc. complaint, Sumpter Rd.
   1601 – property check, High St.
   1603 – property check, Grace Baptist Church
   1604 – property check, Fourth St.
   1608 – property check, Sumpter Rd.
   1820 – property check, Sumpter Rd.
   1824 – property check, Lifepointe Church
   1836 – property check, Butzin’s Lumber Yard
   1838 – property check, Sumpter Rd.
   1846 – property check, Loza Ln. Trailer Park
   1849 – property check, Kingdom Hall Church
   1851 – property check, Edgemont Elementary 
School
   1855 – property check, Zax Car Wash
   2007 – traffic stop, Savage Rd./Victorian Ln.
   2051 – traffic stop, N. Liberty St./Second St.
   2117 – traffic stop, Third St./Church St.
Friday, Feb. 16:
   0553 – assist fire dept., W. Columbia Ave.
   0612 – assist other dept., Sumpter Rd.
   0740 – private property/property damage accident, 
W. Columbia Ave.
   0859 – mental subject, San Carlos St.
   1258 – private property/property damage accident, 
Main St.
Saturday, Feb. 17:
   0016 – noise complaint, Carmell St.
   0217 – property check, Main St.
   0400 – intrusion alarm, W. Columbia Ave.
   1418 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Main St./Roys St.
   1959 – traffic stop, South Stl/E. Wabash Ave.
   2120 – larceny, Main St.
   2124 – assist fire dept., Harbour Pointe Dr.
There are 12 traffic stops on this week’s log, along 
with 36 property checks.
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The Belleville-Area
Independent Website
is Online! Visit us @ 

bellevilleareaindependent.com

Read The Newspaper 
On The Web!

(continued from page 18)

Sumpter Township
Police Dispatch Log

Wayne County Fair Association presents:

CORNED BEEF DINNERCORNED BEEF DINNER

$15.00 per Dinner   •   $8.00 Kids 8 & Under

10871 Quirk Rd,  Belleville, MI 48111
All proceeds go to the upkeep of the Wayne County Fair Grounds, a Nonprofit Organization.

•

• •

•MARCH MARCH 16, 202416, 2024
6:006:00PMPM

DON’T WAIT UNTIL THE L AST MINUTE!DON’T WAIT UNTIL THE L AST MINUTE!
Spring Tune-upS STarTing aT Spring Tune-upS STarTing aT $$4545**

*Mention Ad*Mention Ad

JRs small EnginE REpaiRJRs small EnginE REpaiR
Lawn Mowers, TracTors, TiLLers, chaisaws, eTc.Lawn Mowers, TracTors, TiLLers, chaisaws, eTc.

jrsmallengine@comcast.netjrsmallengine@comcast.net Jr chapMan, Jr chapMan, ownerowner

14225 oakviLLe waLTz14225 oakviLLe waLTz

wiLLis, Mi 48191wiLLis, Mi 48191

(734) 564-2039(734) 564-2039

Pick-UP
& Delivery

SPECIAL
$50* local

*Thru March 31, 2024

   1553 – assist other agency, Mulberry Dr.
   1632 – fire dept. assist, 43000 bl. Dunn Rd.
   2308 – suspicious circumstances, 48000 bl. Willis
Wednesday, Feb. 14:
   0006 – suspicious vehicle, Willow Rd./Haggerty
   0034 – suspicious vehicle, 21000 bl. Karr Rd.
   0927 – animal complaint, 43000 bl. Harris Rd.
   0957 – citizen assist, 10000 bl. Rawsonville Rd.
   1006 – follow-up investigations, 6700 Oakville 
Waltz Rd.
   1014 – fire dept. assist, Brookview Dr.
   1052 – follow-up investigations, 46000 bl. Bemis
   1154 – property damage accident, Bemis/Savage
   1442 – welfare check, 22000 bl. Bohn Rd.
   2009 – 911 hang up, Oregon St.
   2158 – fire dept. assist, 48000 bl. Wear Rd.
   2227 – fire dept. assist, 21000 bl. Sherwood Rd.
   2341 – family trouble, 48000 bl. Willis Rd.
Thursday, Feb 15:
   0009 – suspicious circumstances, Tulip Dr.
   0032 – alarm, 19000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   0838 – neighbor dispute, 18000 bl. Elwell Rd.
   0844 – animal complaint, 21000 bl. Elwell Rd.
   0850 – fire dept. assist, 47000 bl. Wear Rd.
   0853 – fire dept. assist, 17000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1108 – fire dept. assist, Wayside Dr.
   1243 – misdemeanor warrant arrest, Rawsonville 
Rd. / Willis Rd.
   1312 – mental health call, 19000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1330 – suspicious circumstances, 8200 bl. 
Rawsonville Rd.
   1345 – alarm, 50000 bl. Arkona Rd.
   1413 – follow-up investigations, 8100 bl. 
Rawsonville Rd.
   1444 – personal injury accident, 49000 bl. Judd
   1601 – suspicious vehicle, 20000 bl. Griffin Ct.
Friday, Feb. 16:
   0341 – 911 hang up, Washington St.
   0929 – alarm, 43000 bl. Willis Rd.

   0934 – animal complaint, 22000 bl. Elwell Rd.
   0953 – suspicious circumstances, Rustic Ln.
   1229 – fire dept. assist, 22000 bl. Sherwood Rd.
   1310 – suspicious circumstances, Arizona St.
   1516 – traffic complaint/hazard, Bemis Rd. / 
Rawsonville Rd.
   1538 – fire dept. assist, 51000 bl. Wear Rd.
   1558 – 911 hang up, 49000 bl. Judd Rd.
   1634 – traffic complaint/hazard, Carleton West Rd. 
/ Judd Rd.
   2013 – family trouble, Arizona St.
   2029 – noise complaint, Washington St.
   2138  -- neighbor dispute, Colorado St.
Saturday, Feb 17:
   0038 – citizen assist, Mulberry Dr.
   0614 – fire dept. assist, Brookview Dr.
   0616 – animal complaint, Sumpter Rd./Clay Rd.
   0747 – 911 hang up, Carriage Ln.
   0830 – fire dept. assist, Tulip Dr.
   0938 – animal complaint, Oregon St.
   1533 – assist other agency, 48000 bl. Sully Dr.
   1719 – fire dept. assist, Stonecrest Dr.
   1814 – subpoena service, Delaware St.
   1844 – suspicious person, Oregon St.
   1937 – fire dept. assist, 19000 bl. Sharon Ct.
   2009 – fire dept. assist, 23000 bl. Haggerty Rd.
   2225 – alarm, 19000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   2235 – suspicious circumstances, 24000 bl. Sumpter 
Rd.
   2314 – 911 hang up, Maine St.
Also, on this week’s log are 218 patrol checks, 102 
traffic stops, and nine misc. details.
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WELCOME,
BRANDON MILLER!

9800 BELLEVILLE RD.
(734) 697-9161 | ATCHINSON.NET

VACANT MARIO ANN ROMULUS $38,000

7 PARCELS ON THE CORNER OF BEMIS
AND MARTINSVILLE. PRICED $40,000
and $50,000 BUILDER SPECIAL for 3 LOTS

HURON TWP VAC CLARK .74 AC $40,000
HURON TWP VAC ASH .87 ACRES $55,000

GLENN SILVENIS
www.MrSold.com

418 Main Street
Belleville, Michigan 48111 SELL PHONE (734) 740-3000

Office (734) 699-4000email: mrsold@mrsold.com
website: mrsold.com

CROSSROADS III

50540 BOG RD ONE HALF ACRE $55,000

Our Office has Over 221Years of Real
Estate Experience. Our Knowledge
Shared becomes your Power Multiplied.

Prior #1, #2 and #3 RE/MAX
Agent Southeastern Michigan

Mayor City of Belleville
1987-1995

VACANT JUDD SUMPTER 2.1 AC $45,000 WILLIS & MARTINSVILLE 1.64AC $65,000
VACANT JUDD 8.7 AC. PAVED RD $85,000

BELLEVILLE 3 RESIDENTIAL LOTS ONE
PRICE. TOTALING .41 ACRES WITH CITY
WATER AND SEWER AT STREET ACROSS
FROM BELLEVILLE LAKE NOW $49,000

GRANT & WAHRMAN 4 ACRES LT IND
BY METRO AIRPORT $250,000

HAGGERTY 1.5 AC VAN BUREN $70,000

WILLIS RD 1 AC SEWER & WATER $60,000

SUMPTER TWP CLARK 17+AC $199,500

20330 MARTINSVILLE, SUMPTER TWP

3 ACRES - COMMERCIAL CORNER AT
SUMPTER AND WILLOW NOW $150,000

27900 ROMINE, HURON TOWNSHIP

48295 BAYSHORE, VAN BUREN TWP
BELLEVILLE LAKE $$$$ in Improvements. 2 Bedrooms,
2 1/2 Baths, Smart Designed Kitchen with Cabinets and
Granite, Fireplace,Hardwood,Covered Patio $299,900

VACANT LOUISA “DREAM LOT” $55,000

6551 BUNTON, YPSILANTI TWP 427 X 1019
10 ACRES PAVED STREET NOW $200,000
19+ ACRES BREST RD, TAYLOR RESIDEN-
TIAL DEVELOPMENT PROPERTY - PAVED
STREET NEAR INKSTER ROAD. $550,000

BRICK AND VINYL COUNTRY RANCH Featuring 3
bedrooms, Huge family room, hardwood floors. 1 1/2 car ga-
rage PLUS 40x30 Pole Barn. A Clean Dream.$240,000

2KEYBUILDINGSWITHOVER10,000SQFEET. Owner
retiring after 37 Years. Traffic count 12,000 cars per day.
$995,000 NOTE: 458 Main could be purchased separately.

458 MAIN & 25 FIFTH STREET, BELLEVILLE

18275 HARMAN., MELVINDALE
STORYBOOK LOOK! Beautiful 3 Bedroom home with
Hardwood floors everywhere, Updated Bath, Full Basement,
4 Seasons room, Large Yard and big Garage. $164,900

20728 GRIFFIN SUMPTER 1 ACRE $45,000

SUMPTER RD EXETER TWP 8 AC $80,000

COMING SOON - 4 Bedroom 2 Full & 2 Half Bath 2,900
sq ft home Attached indoor Greenhouse plus walkout to
Deck & Pool. 4 Car Garage plus Barn. 16 Acres $469,500

12755 RAWSONVILLE, SUMPTER TWP

BROWNSTOWN 27102 DEBIASI $85,000

8909 RAWSONVILLE, SUMPTER TWP
ROOM TO ROAM 4 Bedrooms, 2 Baths and over 2.300
Square Feet with Separate Living Space. 3+ Car Garage and
Workshop. 1 acre, beautiful yard and mature trees. $240,000

WE DON’T CHARGE WHAT THE OTHER BROKERS CHARGE - NO DOCUMENT STORAGE FEES NO COMPLIANCE FEES NO JUNK FEES

SOLD

SOLD

Spacious and Updated 4 bedroom Cape Cod on Paved Street
with 3.4 Acres. Newer 95% Furnace and Central Air, Fenced
Yard + Huge 54x40 Pole Barn set up for farming. $475,000

49241 BEMIS, SUMPTER TWP
COMING SOON - Country Ranch with Newer Roof and
Furnace. Featuring 3 Bedrooms, 2 1/2 Baths, Big Living
Room with Fireplace, Large Family Room, $275,000

SOLD


