
 Postal Regulations Require
This Space On The Front Page.

PRESORTED

STANDARD
US Postage Paid

Belleville, MI
48111

Permit No. 26

Vol. 26.43   Thursday, October 22, 2020 

Official Newspaper of Record for the City of Belleville
& the Charter Township of Van Buren
152 Main St., Suite 9, Belleville, MI 48111 • (734) 699-9020
www.bellevilleareaindependent.com • mail@bellevilleareaindependent.com

(continued on page 3)

Independent photos by Bob Mytych

At Monday’s Belleville City Council 
meeting this scarecrow in front of Barber 
Bob’s was announced as the Best Business 
entry in the scarecrow contest. It is 
“Groot” from Star Wars and was created 
by Belleville Tax and Accounting.

Announced as the best scarecrow by an 
Adult Organization was this based on the 
Rocky Horror Picture Show. It is in front of 
the Belleville-Area Independent office and 
was created by those at the Wayne County 
Fairgrounds.

The best scarecrow by a Youth Organization 
was put together by Cub Scout Pack 
793. It is standing in front of Shannon’s 
Photography Studio on Main Street.

The best scarecrow by a Family/Individual 
is this one in front of CVS on Main Street. 
It was created by the Jason Newsome 
Family – Jason, Debi, Ella, and Donovan.

Belleville asks DTE to submit plan in writing on solution to outages
By Rosemary K. Otzman

Independent Editor
   Representatives of the city of Belleville 
met with a DTE engineer by Zoom on 
Oct. 12 to talk about plans for solving the 
electric problems in the east side of the city.
  At Monday’s regular meeting of the city 
council via Zoom, Mayor Kerreen Conley 
explained that the DTE representative said 
80% of the problem was related to trees 
that grow over the lines and fall over the 
lines in storms. In other communities, it’s 
the same story, they were told.
   Mayor Pro Tem Jesse Marcotte, who 

was in on the meeting, said the purpose of 
the meeting was to find out why this was 
happening. He said City Manager Tracey 
Schultz Kobylarz asked for a full plan to 
solve the problem, besides tree-trimming.
   They said they would start working on 
this immediately. Marcotte explained they 
were told the average liability score for 
DTE is 1.3 and those who rely on Haggerty 
substation have a liability score of 4. But 
for this one section of Belleville that loses 
power regularly, the score is 8.1. Marcotte 
pointed out it is 8 times their average score.
   DTE said it would inform the residents of 

their plans through door hangers, emails, 
and letter. He said DTE sounded like it was 
serious.
   “They did not believe the service was 
acceptable,” Marcotte said.
   Councilwoman Kelly Bates said the 
electric lines are underground in Victoria 
Commons where she lives and underground 
wires sometimes cause problems to repair.
   Councilman Ken Voigt said he doesn’t go 
for the tree-trimming excuse.
   “Since 2011, since the last time they 
trimmed trees in Belleville, every time a 
bird do-do’s on a wire, power goes out on 
the east side,” Councilman Voigt said.
   Mayor Conley said the west side of the 
city had problems in the past and residents 
pushed hard to get them solved.
   “It’s really simple to say it’s a tree problem 
– 80% trees,” said City Manager Kobylarz. 
“We still haven’t gotten anything in 

writing. We need detailed plans concerning 
transformers and things that blow in the 
storm.”
   Mayor Conley said DTE indicated it 
would communicate with the mayor and 
city manager and will participate in a Zoom 
meeting once the city gets the plan in hand.
   “They need to take some ownership in 
explaining it to the city,” Councilwoman 
Bates said.
   Councilman Tom Fielder said over the 
years many times the city would talk with 
the DTE district representative and then 
the representative would get reassigned 
and they’d have to start over. He said they 
were told there are two to four times more 
trees in this city.
   “I’m skeptical they will deal with the 
issue,” Councilman Fielder said.
   Mayor Conley said the older portion of 


